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ERRATA, 

PAGE  235,  Line  a6,  f-w^ proceeded.  P.  139,  L.  6,  read  Sir  William 
Yonge.  In  the  Margin  read  thus.  Sir  William  Yonge's  Motion  for  17,704 
Forces  for  the  Year  1737.  Ibid,  rea^,  Speech  for  Sir  William  Yonge's  Mo- 
tion. P.  2S7,  L.  43.  read  thus,  free  from  Payment.  P.  195,  L.  6.  >-Mi^  publick 
Debts.  P.  310,  L.  10. '■e^a!^  Enfe  refcindendum.  P.  321,  rw/iLancafter.  P.  341, 
1.29.  for  1733  rcadiy^j,  P,  370,  L.  34,  read  Samuel  Holden.  P.  449,  L. 
14,  read  Vfurers,  P.  453,  L.  20,  dele  Mr,  P.  479,  L.  35,  fwi/ Sir  Etimund. 
P.  506,  L.  47,  )Vj^  Nether-Bow  Port.  P.  514,  L.  28,  jw  Gamers  read  Gain- 
ers. P.  524,  L.  18,  for  Magiftrate  read  Magiftrates.  P.  527,  L.  19,  J'>"  through 
j-e^ji  throw,  P.  528,  L.  2,  a^^^  at.  P.  538,  L.  40, /of  Erskine  rijiii  Areskine. 
V.  543,  L.  23,  read  Walter  Plumer.  Ibid.  L.  36,  read  thus.  It  was  refolved 
by  '224  againft  218,  P.  544,  L.  39,  read  James  Erfliine.  Ibid.  L.  40,  regi 
Charles  Arefkine. 
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which  JolloWy  to  the  End  of  the  Jaid  Sejjioni 
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February,  the  fytb. 

T  was  Refolvcd,  That  in  the  Petition  of  any  F.leftor  ororder  rciatrtig 
^  Eleftors,  for  any  County,  City  or  Place,  lending  Mem-to  Elections, 
bers  to  Parliament,  comp'aining  of  an  undue  Ricftion  ard 
Return,  and  alleJgiiig  tiiat  fome  other  Perfon  was  duly 
elefted,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned,  the  fitting  Mem- 
ber, fo  compiair.ed  of,  might  demand  and  examine  into  the 
Qualiiications  of  fuch  Perfoi;,  fo  alledged  to  be  duly  elected, 
in  the  liime  manner  as  if  fuch  Perfon  had  himieif  petitio;ied  : 
Which  P.eioiution  was  declared  to  be  a  Handing  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  i3th,  A  Motion  for  certain  Accounts  (See  Page  4H)p;(n,i|-e  st^^;- 
having  been  made,  canvafs'd  and  divided  upon,  Heniy  Pel-OiJer. 
ham,  ii'q;  moved  to  adjourn,  which  brought  on  a  fhort  De- 
bate about  Order,  becauie  it  wasiaid,  that  when  a  ()ue!lion 
had  been  moved,  and  for  fome  Time  debated,  the  Houle  was 
fo  much  in  Foffeliion  of  it,  that  it  could  not  be  put  olVby  Ad- 
journmenr,  witnout  an  unanimous  Confent :  But  iVJr.  Speaker 
declared,  that,accordirg  to  the  general  Opinion, the  Pv^ulc  men- 
tioned was  to  beobfervtd  at  all  limes  before  !our  o'clock  in 
the  Afternoon  ;  but  after  that  Hour,  tho'  a  Quellion  had  been, 
for  fome  1  ime  cebsted,  it  was  thought  it  mignt  be  put  off  by 
Adjournm.ent,  without  any  urianimcus  Confent:  Whereupon 
tlif  Queinoii  wa*^  put  fjr  adjourning,  which  was  carried  in  ths 
AfKrniative  wit(  out  a  Divihon. 

The  14th.  Refoived  tiiat  a  Sum  not  exceeding  *  7g4.,t^7()].Yc^s:?.  orv  ti? 
4^.  yd.  be  granted  to  iiis  Majeily,  for  defraying  che  Charge ofSupply- 
, 25,744 

*  By  cnrr.pari?.g  this  Sum  --i-ilh  the  Sum  njottd  J'^r  the  7 ear 
^734,  'T.'.e  Jhall  find  an  Ltcrecife  \/^7,cgg/.  I  3/.  4^/  und  the 
iiunii  granted  for  the  Ser-viee  of  thu  A' my  in  tie  Tear  I7  34> 
hanjing  exceeded  ^vhat  had  been  grantid  m  the  prccrdiru  J\ur, 
ty  the  Surncf  35,1 16/,  5^.  yd.  uur  additioruu  [l\penci'  f  r  the 

y'etir 
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2:;, 744  Men,  for  Guards  and  Garrifon?,  and  other  hh 
Majciiy's Land- Forces  inGreat  Britain,  Guernfey, and  Jerfey, 
for  the  Year  17-35.      ^^^  ^^^  Debate,  Page  5  i . 

On  the  2 lit  of  P'ebruary  the  Houfe  went  again  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houff,  to  confider  further  of  the 
Supp'y  granted  to  his  Majefty,  u hen  they  came  to  (everal 
Refolations,  which  were  on  the  24th  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe, 
and  were  as  follows,  viz. 

That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  f  21  5,710!,  6.;.  ^d.  be  granted  to 
his  Majelty,  for  maintaining  his  .VJajeily's  Forces  and  Gar- 
rifons  in  the  Plantacions,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  t/ic 
Provifions  for  the  Garrifons  at  Anapolis  Royal,  Canlo,  Pla- 
centia  and  Gibraltar,  for  the  Year  1735. 

'I hat  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  10,2731.  is.  7d.  be  granted  to 
hi*  Majeliy,  for  defraying  icveral  extraordinary  Expences 
and  Services  incurred  ^h/w  Dcm.  1734,  aiid  not  provided  for 
by  P..iiiiarnent. 

That  a  Sum  not  txccedipg  j -^jF/j!.  9s.  2d.  be  granted  to 

hi'.   Mr!Jelty,  upon  Account,  for  Out-penfioners  of  Chellea- 

Hu!pica!,for  tlie  Year  1733.      Set-  Page  73. 

Mak-Aft  Oil  the  28ihof  Ft-bruary,  bis  .Vlajeily  c.:me  to  the  Houfe 

p.tllcj.  y(-  Peers,   and  the  Hoale   of  Commoris   being  fcnt  for,   his 

Majcfty  wa?  p'eafed   to  give    the  I^oyal  Affent  to   the  Bill, 

enticied,  J/i   /LI  fj^  cont::uing  *::c  Duties  upon   Melt,  l^ c.  in 

that  Part  if  Greut  Britain  calicd  Er.gta7:d\  and  for  gi  anting 

to  his   A'L'f'i'h  certain  Du/iis  i'f.n  Malt,  l^c.  in  that  Part  of 

Great   Britain   caUed  i>.coilavd,    fur   the  Service  of  the  Year 

1733  ;  and  to  oi!c  Naturally. tior.-Bi!l.     See  Page  89. 

Other  Vi'tes         On  the   7ch  cf  March  the   iiouie   refolved    itfeif  into  a 

on  the  Supply  Committee  o'i  the  whole  Ploufe,  to  conhder  further  of  Ways 

and  Means  for  raifing  the   Supply  granted  to  his  Majelly, 

and   came  to   feveral    Relolui'.ons,  v/hich    were   next    Day 

reported  to  the  Houfe,  and  are  ;;s  follow: 

That  towards  raifing  tiie  Supply  granted  to  his  Majeify, 
there  be  iiTued  ana  applied  the  Sum  ol   one  Millur,,   cut  of 

fuch 


I'ear  1735.  '^''  AcLCirr.t  'f  the  late  ll'ar,  in  /Lis  Artul.'  'f  our 
Army  cnlj,  an.onrtJ  to  182,213/.  [?.s.  7^/.  to  v:hieh  ~j.l'  ?.■..//} 
add  an  additio,-u,l  h.xlence  ni  17^3.  in  i^.e  Ar/iJe  i-Jmir^  io 
the  Fotces  in  the  PLi'itati.rs ,  G.-i.- -v /.*.■-;; ,  o\  .  -f  11,713/.  (Jx. 
2d.  being  in  the  iihcle  194,029/.  7;     c). 

■\  B)  comparing,  the  yu:n  granted  ^.r  the  frti  :f  th.i'e  RerAu- 
tions,  ivith  the  8um  gran: :d  f-  {'•'-  fnepKitc/'-.'  in  th.  p- e- 
ceding  Sijfon,  our  krau,  ■  s  -I'eAi  lee,  t,.r.t  (.nr  udd/ticncl  Ex- 
pe?ice upon  this  Artide  JjV  i',\  ;;/-,:;;'?'..■-.  .-'/KOK/.t-  is  11.711/, 
9;.  zd. 
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as  r.ave  arifen,  or  (YizW  or  may  arlfe  from  the  Su'-jIuiTeJ, 
ExceffcB,  or  Overplus-  Moneys,  commonly  calkd  t;  S'uk- 
ing-Fund. 

That  towards  raifing  the  Supply  grrntc:^  to  his  IVTajcfty, 
the  feveral  Duties  on  Salt,  and  a!fo  on  Red  and  Vv'hat  '-her- 
rings, delivered  out  for  Home-L-onfimprion,  wliici  ,  b'-  m 
Aft  of  the  7th  Year  of  his  preient  Majelly's  Rt-ipn,  v\'-'e 
continu'd  and  granted  to  hi^  \lajeiiy,  hih  Heirsr.nd  Succi'iior.- , 
until  the  2:th  Day  of  M;nch,  1742,  be  further  c.  rtmii'd 
from  the  Z4th  D.:y  of  March,  1741,  to  the  25^1  Day  ci 
March  >  746. 

And  Bills  were  brought  in  foon  after,  purluaiu  to  thefe 
Refolution.'. 

On    the    I2th    of  the  fime  Month,  a  Petition   ofGoo'ga      P-, '-tlon   of 
Herriot,  Provoll  of  the  Royal  Burgh  of  H  l  .i   gion  \v  L -Ot    '1  "  '/-  licrri- 
land,  Robert  Forreil,  Brewer  there,  J'ohn  hhy,  S'dier:;  ere,  "t^i  ^-c. 
George  Hunter,  Wheelwrght  ti;ere.   and   Cie   t'-e  V\':  Iki-r, 
Skinner  there,  was  prefented  to  the  Hou  e,  a  i,';   y  '^g,  'i'l:  ', 
upon  Application    made  the  24th  of  Gclober  tfcn   ii '■ ,  \>y 
James  Eref^ine,  John  C'ad 'el,  Andrew  Wijio  ;,  r.rd  ou.c-s, 
alTumirg  to  themlelve^  the  Name  of  M  -giftraLc.-  in  tl.  j  uiid 
Burgh,   and  complaining  that  the   Petif'^ners    .  ilU'Lcd 

them  in  the  pretended  Exerc:i'e  of  ti^e  r  ■''.)fH,.w-.  ,  ;'--  }i)r.. 
Andrew  Fletcher  of  Mi!tou;i,  0;'?  cftheja:.gt'  of  ^^  Court 
of  JufUciary,  and  ali^o  of  vw.  Court  of  '^efi-iori  i.i  S':';;.ard, 
though  there  was  evidendy  rso  F.Ju--daricn  f.;-  f 'C'l  •■.  oin- 
plaint,  without  :-ny  Jurildiftion  to  JL;',;f  ri'  i\:r.  a'>  -•:  ■  ;'•;:; 
Election  of  Mag.itrates  of  the  I'^id  Bu- ^h,  w.fiic  ■.'  'v  N  )- 
tice  ^iven  to  the  Petitioner-,  or  any  of  tli!.";.;!'  ;•  i-.  .f-ns 
concerned;  and  lo,  without  he.:ring  ti".^T"i .  :  'i.-'"  i:-ii;ra 
before  him,  gave  forth  a  lummary  Wrrrr,.,!;,  ilijc.'l  0  lO  lill 
Ofuccrs  whom  it  concerned,  Civi]  or  M;i!"!;v,  t..  f  ,h:..t  fjr, 
feize  and  apprehend  the  Per'ons  oftii-;  F.  U:.,.,.-;?  ;i  ,^'  '  n,,.ny 
others,  to  the  ^s'um' cr  ot  forty  E.:rgcir..-i  and  j  idi  >''it-'"":_. 
whereof  feventeen    were  act. !>  .XC-f:'!  .:'.;,  c.   .J(  i.  .'-  .f 

ihe  laid  Burgh,  vvhere-ever  thty  (h-julc  he  )v.u  d  in  ■  ki.  i, 
and  to  in.pnlon  them  withi:,  the  i!'::irc(l  (iirc  Piiloii;  fhu 
tiiis  vVanant  was  lodg":J  in  the  jl:"v:l5  of  i  I  nnp.frv  (,'./-• 
f]uhoun.  vr.c  of  the  r\];;ccr'  or  Mciiengers  of  il'  C;.  tc  .,i 
juiliciary,  v. itr.ou' the  I'ri'.ity  ct  any  orh'^r  of  thi.  ).;ui.;..s  ..f 
liiat  Court  ;  and,  a^  tne  pi-titioners  hive  Rcalon  10  bt.dit  v  , 
the  i^dd  A"dr.;w  ri«'t':i  t-r  order'd  me  fiid  ''.Inerto  la  (» 
Direttions  from  F.'lri-k  CindCy,  Provol;  oi  Fdnd. ui-i;'i,  aj 
to  the  Manner  of  r-x-ctitieg  that  Warrant  ;  ar,i.l  lac-i  I.'  1  '.- 
lions  were  ficcoidv  j;  v  <Mvt'ii,  as  ti.e  i\'titi'.i.i.  r .  ;,iv.:  R..  >- 
ior\  to  believe, in  ^^'li^rJg;  that  tliis  Vv'arra  :  w  15  ac.(.,;i|_-'  - 
^■w'd  riy  ai;  Order  fiom   Urigulier- General  i\.;iylv,  ttieii  ..  i  .'- 
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jng  as  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Forces  in  Scotland,  to  the 
commanding  Officer  of  the  Dragoons  then  qiurter'd  in  ilfid- 
dingcon,  to  afliil;  with  his  Dragoons  in  the  Execution  o'  the 
Warrant;  that  upon  the  25th  Day  of  the  laid  Month  of 
O£lober,  the  Peiitioners  were  feized  by  the  faid  Humphry 
Coiquhoun  ;  and  though  the  next  fure  Prifon  was  that  cf 
Haddii:gton  itfelf,  or  that  of  North  Berwick,  and  though  the 
Petitioners  defired  either  to  be  committed  there,  or  to  be  car- 
ry'd  to  Edinburgh,  the  Seat  of  the  Courts  of  Juliice,  where 
they  might  apply  for  Redrefs;  yet  he  told  them,  that  his 
Orders  were  to  carry  thera  to  the  Prifon  of  Dunbar,  and  no 
other,  a  Place  twenty  Miles  diftant  from  Edinburgh,  and  eighs 
Miles  from  Haddington,  and  three  Miles  further  from  Edin- 
burgh than  North  Berwick;  and  though  the  pretended  Crime 
was  bailable,  and  Alexander  Hepburn,  the  SheriiF's  Subiii- 
lute,  to  whom  the  Petitioners  apply'd,  was  by  Law  impow- 
ered,  and  willing  to  admit  them  to  Bail,  the  faid  tlumphry 
Coiquhoun  told  them,  that  he  could  not  difmifs  them  upon 
Bail,  hisexprefs  Orders  b^ing  to  take  no  Bail,  but  to  commit 
his  Priibners  to  the  Prifon  of  Dunbar  ;  where  they  were  accor- 
dingly imprifon'd  from  the  75 ih  Day  of  Odober,  to  the 
27th  of  the  faid  AJonth,  till,  by  Warrant  from  the  Hon. 
David  Erefkine  ci'  Dun,  another  of  the  judges  of  the  faid 
Courts  of  Julliciary  and  Seffion,  the  Petitioners  were  fet  at 
Liberty,  and  Execution  of  the  Warrant  was  Itaid  againit  the 
refl,  upon  Bail  given  by  the  Petitioners  and  them;  and  that 
fince  that  Time  no  criminal  Frofecution  has  been  moved  for, 
upon  any  of  thcfe  prttended  Crimes  charg'd  againft  the  Pe- 
titioners or  the  relt ;  that  theie  Proceedings,  as  the  Peti- 
tioners apprehend,  and  are  advifed,  were  utterly  illegal  and 
and  opprclTive  on  the  Part  of  the  faid  Andrew  Fletcher  of 
Miltoun,  tending  to  delfroy  the  perlonal  Liberties  of  every 
Subjedf,  the  Freedom  of  the  Royal  Burghs,  and  of  Confe- 
quence  the  Freedom  of  Elecflion  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament for  fuch  Burghs ;  and  as  the  Petitioners  can  hope  for 
no  Redrefs  but  from  the,  Juifice  of  Parliament ;  therefore 
praying  the  Hou!e  to  take  the  PremilTts  into  Confideration, 
and  to  grant  fuch  Redrefs  therein  as  may  cfFedually  prevent 
fnch  OpprefTions  in  Time  coming,  and  as  otherwife  to  the 
Houfe  fh'ill  feem  meet. 
■V  -If.;.-  -^j  After  this  Petition  was  read,  a  Motion  was  made  for  refer- 
Di-fifien there- rii^g  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  which 
Oi.,  there  was  a  long  Debate;   but  the  Queilion  being  at  lall  put, 

it  was,  upon  a  Divif>on,  carry 'd  in  the  Negative,  by  197  to 

155- 

Though  this  Fetitior)  relates  to  a  private  Affair,  yet  it  is 

of  lii«h  an  e^'traordjnarv  Nature,  and  has  Aich  a  clofe  Con- 

nctuon 
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ncftion  with  the  Freedom  of  our  Government,  and  with  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subjed,  that  we  couid  not  emit  taking  No^ 
ticc  of  ir,  being  oi  Opinion  it  will  make  a  very  remarl^able 
Epifode  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  prefent  Age,  and  will  certainly 
contribute  towards  the  Catallrophe,  aJmofl:  as  much  as  any 
Incident  that  has  lately  happen'd  :  Befides,  it  gave  Occafion, 
wc  believe,  to  the  following  Motion,  which  was  made  oa 
Friday  following. 

That  Part  oi  an    Aft  of  the   Parliament  of  Scotland  in  j.^otion  rclat- 
1701,  intitled.  An  Aft  for  preventing  wrongous  Imprifon-  ingto  wrong- 
ment,  and  againft  undue  Delays  in  Trials,  might  be   read;oiis  Iniprifon- 
which  being  accordingly  rer.d,  it  was  moved,  'That  Leave "^'^"^" 
'  might  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  explaining  and  amend- 
*  ing   the  laid   Aft  ;'    and  the  fame  being  ngreed  tc,  Mr. 
Dundafs,  the  Lord  Polwarthj  and  Air.  Sandys,  were  ordered 
to  bring  it  in. 

On  Monday   the  17th  of  .\Tarch,  the  Houfe  refolv'd  itfelf  Votes  on  the 
again  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  toconfider  iur-  Supply, 
t/ier  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majelly,  when  they  rtlol- 
ved  to  grant  his  Majelly  the  following  Sams,  viz. 

The  Sum  of  1 0,393  '•  5  '•  i  i  ^^-  to  compleat  the  Sum  of 
S 5,568  1.  5  s.  1 1  d.  for  Services  incurred  by  augmenting  his 
Majelly's  Forces,  and  in  concerting  fuch  other  Meafuies,  as 
the  Exigency  of  his  Majefly's  AiTiirs  required.  The  Sum  of 
^9,8341.  13  s.  4d.  upon  Account,  for  reduced  Officers  of 
his  Majefly's  Land  Force?  and  Marines,  for  the  Year  1735. 
Trie  Sum  of  3780  1.  for  paying  off  Ftnlions  to  the  Widows 
cf  iUch  reduced  Officers  of  his  Majelly's  Land  Forces  and 
Marines,  as  dy'd  upon  the  Elfabhfnment  of  Half  Pay  in 
Great  Britain,  (and  who  were  mnrrv'd  10  them  before  the 
7,5th  of  December  1716)  for  the  Year  1735.  The  Sum  of 
79,760  1.  3  ?.  9  d.  for  the  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance 
for  Land-Service  for  the  Year  1735.  TheSi.!m  of  24,693  I. 
IS.  6d.  for  defraying  the  extraordinary  Expence  of  the 
Ofiice  of  Ordnance  for  I^and-Service,  not  provided  for  by 
Parliament.  The  Sum  cf  36,405!.  15  s.  4  d.  to  make  good 
the  Deficiency  of  the  Grants  ior  the  Service  of  the  Yenr 
1734.  The  Sum  of  37,557  !.  13  s.  4d.  for  making  good 
the  Deficiency  of  the  general  Fund.  'Fhc  Sum  of  198,92  ;  I. 
9  s.  7d.  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy  (including  Half  Pay 
for  Sea-Officers)  for  the  Yeir  1735.  The  Sum  of  ic,oooi. 
towards  the  Support  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich. 
The  Sum  of  10,000  I.  towards  die  Mainirnance  of  the  Dritifa 
Forts  and  Settlements  bclonejng  to  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany of  England,  on  the  Coails  of  Africa.  I'he  Sum  of 
j6,ooo  1.  towards  fettling  and  iecunng  the  Coloncy  of  Geor- 
gia in  An;erica.  Ti;e  Sum  of  4000  1.  towards  the  Ri  pair  of 
c  2  the 
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t):c  Collegiate  Charch  of  S:.  Peter  Weilminfter :  And  thft 
Sum  of  3;;ool.  for  the  Repair  of  <he  "fower  and  Roofcf 
tr.c  Pariih  C«  urch  of  St.  AJargaret  Wertminlier. 
^..,  ,  ,r  ^1  .  ^y  '^"''-''g  '-h'^f"  Sams  to  thi;  Sams  before  granted,  viz. 
la.a  Su'ipiy/  ^''^  Sc:-iTi.-^ii  1,560,000!.  For  Land-Forces,  70.1,529!. 
4'-  7  (!.  Hor  Garriior.s,  215,7101.  6  s.  5  d.  i  or  txtra- 
o;'ii..<;rv  Fxpcnces  incurred,  10,275,'.  i  .-.  70.  For  Oat- 
Pt^nfi  ntrs  of  Chtlfea  College,  18,8501.  9  s.  zd.  And  for 
tljf  Ueninark  'Freaty,  56,250'.  Our  Readers  will  ke,  il)3t 
t!ie  Supply   grafted   for  this  Year,  amounts  to  3,1  50,,..;.52  i. 

4  s.  7  d. 

On  the  T9lh.  it  was  order'd,  tint  Leave  {licu'd  be  given  to 
brin^  in  a  B.l.  for  thie  better  f^-curiiig  the  Freedom  of  I'ar  i:.- 
mcnts,  by  liniuting  the  Number  of  Officer.-.  i,n  the  Houfe 
cf  Commons  ;  and  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Wort'ey,  Mr.  How, 
Sir  ]olir  Flind  Co:ton,  Mr.    WiitUin  Williams  Wynne,  and 

5  '■  William  Lovvthcr,  vv\:re  ordered  to  prepare  and  brin;;^  in 
tlie  fame  ;  which  wa.^  accordingly  prelenud  to  the  Houfc  or» 
the  2 1  it,  by  Mr.  Sai-dy^ 

The  fame  Djiy,    the  Tloufe  having  rcfol'-'d  nhli   into  a 
Committee  of  the   wh-i  <:   i  lou'.e  on  Ways  and  ^ieans.    refol- 
Ved,  That  towa.d..  r.ifmg  the  Supply  granted  co  his  Majelly, 
the  Sum  of  two   -hii'ing^  in  ti.t.  i\)i;nd,  and  no  mere,  fhould 
be  rai'icd  in  the   /e.r  1735,  '^P'-"  Land?,  &c.   and  that  a  pro- 
portionable Cefs   (accordiiig  to  t..e  gih   Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Union)    fliould   be  laid  upon  tinit   Part  of   Great  Brifdn 
called  Scothand  :   Ar.  '    a    Bii.',    purjaan:  to  tl\is  Reiolution, 
was  order'd  to  be  brought  in. 
po'-a'   Af.'ent.       O"  M-^nday  tlie  24th     l^ay  of  ^Larch,  his  >L'jcRy  came 
give,   ro   icve-  to  the  FJocfe  of  Peers,  and  gave  tl'.e  Royal  Af-u-nttoihc  :v<.g 
ral  Act^i,  following  pabiic  liiii?.  viz. 

An  Adt  t.^puniili  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  far  the  better 
Payment  of  the   Army  and  their  (Quarters, 

An  Aft  to  indemnify  Perfons  who  have  omitted  to  make 
and  fubfcribc  the  Declarations  contained  in  tiie  Adf  of  Uni- 
formity, of  the  !3th  and  14th  Ye:irs  of  King  Charles  li. 
vdthin  ri-.c  Time  limitted  by  Law,  and  for  aiiowmg  further 
Time  for  doing  thereof 

And  to  two  Bills  for  repairing  Roads,  and  two  private 
Bills. 

On  the  27tb,  ?.  Committee  was  appointed  to  conirdcr  tiie 
Laws  in  Being  relating  to  the  Maintenance  and  S-ttiement  of 
the  i'oor,  and  to  conhdjr  what  further  Provilions  might  be 
netefli-.ry  for  their  better  Relief  and  Employment:  And  the 
faid  Commit'ee  having  confider'd  and  exanuri'd  this  AfFaii 
with  gre:.t  Care  and  Attention,  came  to  feveral  P.cl'jlution: 
0:  follow. 

Rcfolv'd, 
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kefolv'd,  That  it  was  the  Opinion  of  that  Committee, 

1.  That  the  Laws  in  being,  relating  to  the  iVlaintenar.ce  Votes  relating 
ofthePoorof  this  Kingdom,  are  defective;  and  notwith- 5'^.  ^^^  "l"'"' 
Handing  they  impofe  heavy  Bnrchens  on   t'arilhes,  yetthepuQj.. 

Poor,  in  moltof  tiiem,  are  ill  taken  Care  of. 

2.  That  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Poor, 
a.id  concerning  Vagrants,  are  very  difficult  to  be  executed, 
and  chargeable  in  their  Execution  ;  vexatious  to  rhe  Poor, 
a*;d  of  little  Advantage  to  the  Public;  and  inefFcdual  to 
promote  tae  good  Ends  for  v/hich  they  were  intended. 

3.  That  it  IS  necelfary,  for  the  better  Relief  and  Eirploy- 
ment  of  the  Poor,  that  a  public  Workhoufe  or  Work- 
houfcs,  [lofpital  or  Ilofpitals,  Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Correc- 
tion, be  eilabi'fhed  in  proper  Places,  and  under  proper  Re- 
gulations, in  each  County. 

ij..  That  in  fuck  Workhoufe  or  Workhoufes,  all  poor 
Peribns,  ab'e  to  labour,  be  ktto  work,  who  fhall  either  be 
fent  thither,  or  come  voluntarily  for  Employment. 

5.  That  in  fuch  Hofpicnl  or  Hofpitals,  Foundlings  and 
ether  poor  Children,  not  having  Parents  able  to  provide 
for  them,  be  taken  Care  of;  at  aifo  poor  Perfons  that  are 
impotent  or  inhrm. 

6.  I'hat  in  fuch  Houfe  or  Houles  of  Correction,  all  idle 
and  diforderly  Perfons,  Vagrants,  and  fuch  other  Criminals 
as  fhall  bethought  proper,  be  confined  to  hard  Labour. 

7.  That  towards  the  Charge  of  fuch  VVorkhouks,  flof- 
pitals,  ar,d  Ploules  of  Correiuon,  each  Parifli  be  afielied  or 
rated,  and  that  proper  Pe-rions  be  empowered  to  receive  the 
Money  io  to  be  afftrfled  or  rated,  when  collefled,  and  alfo  all 
voluntary  Contributions  or  CollectioiiS,  either  given  or  made 
for  fuch  Purpofes. 

8.  That  iuch  Workhoufes,  Hofpitals,  ar;d  Hcufes  of  Cor- 
redion,  be  under  the  Management  of  proper  Perfons,  Re- 
gard being  had  to  fuch  as  fliall  be  Eeuefadors  to  fo  food  a 
V/ork. 

9.  That  fuch  Perfons  as  Ihr.!'  be  appointed  for  the  Manage- 
ment of  fuch  Workhoufes,  Hofpitals,  and  Houfes  of  Cor- 
ledion,  be  one  Body  politic  in  Law,  capable  to  fue  and  be 
(utd,  and  of  taking  and  receiving  charitable  Coi>tributions 
and   Bcnefodions  for  the  Ufe  of  the  fame. 

10.  l  hat  for  the  better  underlianding,  and  renderingmore 
effeftual  the  Laws  reh.ting  to  the  Maintenance  and  Settle- 
ment  of  the  Poor,  it  is  very  expedient  that  they  be  reduced 
into  or.e  Act  of  Parliament. 

Thcie  Relolutions  were  reported  to  the  Houfe  on  the  2d 
of  May,  and  on  the  7th  of  the  fame  Month,  were  all  agreed 
to  Without  Amendment,  except  the  9th,  which  was  am-.-nded 
thus,  viz.  Reiolvedj 
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feefolved,  That  fuch  Perfons  as  (Inll  be  appointed  for  the 
Management  of  fuch  Workhoufe?,  Hofpitals  and  Houfes 
of  Corredion,  be  one  Body  politic  in  Law,  capable  to  fue 
and  befued,  and  of  taking  and  receivino;  charitable  Contri* 
buticns  and  Benefadions,  in  Money,  for  the  Ufeoffuch 
Bodies  politic. 

And  then  this  Refoluticn  fo  amended,  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe. 

On    the  2Srh    of  March,  Mr.   Dandafs  prefented   to  th« 
Houfe  (according  to  Order)  t  Bill,  for  explaining  and  amend- 
ing an  AS.  pafs'd  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  the  Year 
1701,  entitled.  An  Aft  lor  preventing  wrongous   Imprifon- 
ment,  and  ngainil  undue   Delays   in  Tryals.     Which  was 
read  a  firft  'i'ime,  and  order'd  to  be  read  a  fecond  Tin;c. 
A  Petition      On  the  10th  of  April,  a  Petition  of  thethen  iate  General 
f>i  the  general  AHenibly  of  the  Churcli   of  Scotland,  was  jreft-nted  to  the 
iLficr.ibly   of  Houfe  and   read,  reprefenting,  That   Patronages  have,  fmce 
§c.ot.,in(  .  ^Yic  Reformation,  been  deemed  by   the  faid  Church   a  very 

great  Grievance,  and  not  wnrrpnted  by  the  Word  of  God, 
and  have  at  all  Times  been  ftnigg'ed  againft  ;  that,  foon  af- 
ter the  Revolution,  an  A£[  of  Parliament, y/as  made  in  Scot- 
land, abo'iihing  the  Power  of  Patrons  to  prefent  Minii^f^rsto 
vacant  Chi-'rches;  and  at  the  Union  of  t tie  two  Kingdoms, 
theEllablifhment  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  all  its  Rights 
^nd  Privileges,  by  that  and  other  Ads  of  Parliament  made 
or  ratify'd  .ifter  the  Revohnion,  was  dechirtd  to  be  a  funda- 
nientai  and  eireniial  Condition  and  Article  of  that  Union  ; 
and  at  that  Time,  it  was  the  Right  and  Privilege  of  the  faid 
Church  to  be  free  trom  Patronages  ;  but  that,  by  an  Aft  paf- 
fed  in  the  joth  Year  of  her  late  Majeliy  Queen  Anne,  enti- 
tled. An  Ad  to  reilore  tlie  Patrons  to  their  ancient  Rights  of 
prefenting  .\iinilier-'  to  the  Churches,  vacant  to  ti)at  Part  of 
Great  Brita-.D  called  Scotland,  the  aforefaid  Ad  palled  in  the 
Reign  of  King  'A'Tiiian) ,  was  refcinded,  in  fo  far  as  concern- 
ed  the  Pov/cr  of  Patrons  to  prefent  Miniiters  to  vacant  Pa^ 
Tifhes,  and  other  AdvHnrages,  which  had  been  the  chief 
Things  beitowed  on  Parron;.  in  Lieu  and  Recompence  of 
their  former  Right  v:  Prei'entation,  were  nevertheleis  iu in-red 
to  continue  Vv'ith  them  ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houf^  to 
pafs  a  Bill  for  repealing  thf  aforefaid  Ad  of  Parliament,  paf- 
fed  in  the  lOth  Year  of  Cj^iecn  Anne,  in  fo  far  as  concerns 
If  he  Power  of  Patrons  to  prefent  Minifters  to  vacant 
Churches,  in  order  to  reftore  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  the 
flights  and  Privileges  flie  was  pofTelfed  of  at  the  Union  of 
|he  two  Kingdoms. 

In  Purfuance  of  this  Petition,  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
§  Bill  ibv  this  Purnqfe,  and  Mr.  Plumer^Mr.  Ereikine,  Mr. 

Forbes, 
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forbes,  Mr.  Arefkine,  Sir  James  Fergufon,  and  Mr.  fTurfifi 
Campbell,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame? 
which  Bill  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Plumer  on  the  i8th,  but 
did  not  pais. 

On  Ihurfday  the  15th  of  May,  the  King  came  to  the  p^oyal  A^ct^ 
Houiecf  Peers,  and  the ConBmon: being  lent  for,  his  Majelly  given  to  fere- 
gave  the  Roya!  Ailent  to  the  following  public  Bills,  viz.         ^^^  -^-^^ 

An  Aft  for  granting  an  Aid  co  his  Majeily,  by  a  Land- 
Tax,  to  be  railed  in  Great  Britain  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1735. 

An  Ad  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  apply  the  Sum  of  One? 
Miiiion  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year 

'735- 

An  A£:  for  granting  and  continuing  the  Duties  upon  Saltj 

and  upon  Red  and  White  Herrings,  lor  the  farther  Term  of 
four  Years;  and  forgiving  farther  Time  for  the  Payment  of 
Duties,  omitted  to  be  paid  for  the  Indentures  and  Contr.idU 
of  Clerks  and  Apprentices. 

An  Aft  for  the  Application  of  the  Rents  and  Profits  of 
the  Ellates  forfeited  by  the  Attainders  of  James  late  Ea;!  of 
Derwentwater  and  Charles  Radciiffe. 

An  Aft  to  continue  feveral  Laws  therein  mentioned,  for 
the  better  Regulation  and  Government  of  Seamen  in  the 
Merchants  Service  ;  for  the  regulating  of  Pilots  of  Dover, 
Deal,  and  the  Ifle  of  Thanet ;  lor  preventing  Frauds  in  the 
Cufloms,  and  to  prcveni  the  clandellme  Running  of  Goods, 
and  for  making  Copper  Ore  of  the  Britiih  Piantations  an 
enumerated  Commodity. 

An  Aft  to  ccn[;nue  an  Aft  paffed  in  the  third  Year  of  his 
prefent  Majeky's  Reign,  emitied,  An  Aft  for  granting 
Liberty  to  carry  Rice  from  his  Mxjfjfty'i  Province  of  Caro- 
lina in  America  direftiy  to  any  Pare  of  Europe  Soathv^ard 
of  Cape  pjniltfrn.,  m '-inips  built  in  ntvA  Oi..<;/;g>';g  to  Great 
Britain,  and  i.avig  aed  riccording  to  Law  j  ,nd  to  extend 
that  Liberty  to  iiis  \'.  jclty's  Province  of  Georgia  in 
America. 

An  Aft  to  continue  fom  ■  L'lws  thetein  mentioned,  relating 
to  the  EncouragemeJit  of  iSe  m  icing  of  S.il  Cloti-  in  Great 
Britain,  and  tor  EucciUiagcmciit  of  die  SilO.  Mauuf..ftures  m 
this  Kingdom. 

An  Aft  for  regu'ating  the  qur'.rtcrirg  of  Soldiers  duiing 
the   rime  of  EUttions  01  Meinh'is  10  fciV.:  in  Parliament. 

An  Aft  to  inucinnify  Ferlot.s,  who  have  omitted  to  qua 
lify  themfelves  for  Offices  and  Employments  within  the  rime 
limited  by  Law;  and  k/r  allowing  further  'i'ime  fwr  thar 
Purpofev 
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An  Acl  to  inaemnify  Protefiant  Purchafers  cf  Eflates  of 
Papifts,  againlt  the  Penalties  or  Forfeitures  Papiltsare  liable 
to,  for  not  having  inrolled  their  Eiiates,  in  purfuance  of  an 
Aft  of  the  3d  Year  of  King  George  f.  for  that  Purpofe. 

An  Aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  Aftpaffed  in  the  fecond 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prelent  Majelly,  en;i'Ie:i,  An  Aft 
for  the  Relief  of  Debtors,  with  refpeft  to  the  Jniprifon- 
ment  of  their  Perfons. 

An  Aft  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Law  relating  to  Ac- 
tions on  the  Statute  of  Hue  and  Cry. 

An  Aft  for  rendering  the  Laws  more  effeftual  for  punifn- 
ing  fuch  Perfons  as  Ihail  wilfully  and  maliciouHy  pull  down 
and  dertroy  Turnpikes  for  repairing  Highway?,  or  Lock?,  or 
other  Works  erefted  by  Aft  of  Parliament  for  making  Rivers 
navigable  ;  and  for  other  Purnofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  Aft  for  the  public  rtgitiering  all  Deeds,  &€.♦  within 
the  North  Riding  of  the  County  of  York,  after  the  29th  of 
September  i  736. 

An  Aft  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Arts  of  Defignir.g 
Engraving  and    Etching  hiitorical  and  other  Prints,  by  in- 
velting  the  Property  thereof  in  the  Inventors  and  Engravers, 
during  the  Time  therein  menrioned. 

And  to  ten  Road  and  other  Bills  of  a  private  Nature,  and 
to  fixtcen  private  Bills.  For  the  King's  Speech,  See  page 
101. 

The  Number  ofcontefted  Eleftions  at  the  opening  oftlif 
Parliament  was  feventy  one. 

The  Account  laid  before  the  Parliament  of  S1568].  in- 
curred by  augmerting  his  Majeily's  Forces,  and  concerting 
fuch  Meafuresas  the  Exigency  of  Affairs  have  required,  pur- 
luant  to  the  Vote  of  Credit,  formerly  mentioned,  is  in  Sub- 
fiance,  viz.  115003  Crowns,  being  a  Moiety  of  250000 
Crowns  payable  by  Treaty  to  the  King  of  Denmark  for 
Levy-Money  for  a  Body  of  6000  Dinifh  Troops,  and  62500 
Crowns,  being  a  Moiety  of  230000  Crowns,  Bank  Money 
of  Hamburgh,  payable  to  the  King  of  Denmark  for  an  annua! 
Subfidy,  puriuant  tothei-iid  Treaty,  rf  which  a  Quarter  be- 
came due  the  19th  of  December,  O.  S,  The  reft  of  the 
8156S  1.  was  fjr  tranfporting  the  eight  Regiments  of  FoC: 
from  Ire'and  to  this  Kir.gJom.  and  for  Levy-Money  to  aug- 
ment ihc  iaid  P.egimtnts,  and  the  fending  Six  Companies 
from  Gibra'tar  to  Jamaica. 

The  Expences  ircijr-e:i  in  the  Sea  Service,  Anno  17:4. 
puriuant  to  the  faia  v'otu  of  Credit,  amounted  to  i25,i.'.2  '- 
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N  Tuefday,  January  14,  The  King  came  Ar.no  8.  Geo.  ir. 
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to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons 
being  fcnt  for  and  attending,  his  Majefty's  '^fJxxm 
Pieaiure  was  fignitied  to  them  by  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor,  that  they  fhould  return 
to  their  Houle  and  chu(e  a  Speaker  :  The 
Commons  being  return' d.  accordingly,  una- 
nimoufly  chofe  Arthur  Onflow,  Efq; 
Speaker  of  the  lafl  Parliament. 

"January  23.  The  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
the  Commons  prefented  their  Speaker  to  his  Majcfly  for 
his  Approbation  :  His  Majelty  having  approv'd  their  Choice, 


open'd  the  SefTion  vith  the  following  Speech, 


Mr  Arthur  Onflow 
r<-elcitcd  Spw*« 


V«L.    IV- 


A 


My 
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An-.oK,  Tco.  a.        My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

HE  prefent  Pcllure  of  AfFdirs  in  Europe  is  (o  we]! 
known  to  you  all,  and  the  good  or  bad  Confe- 
"  quences,  tliat  may  arife,  and  affcdt  Us,  from  the  War 
"  b'jing  extinguiih'd,  or  being  carried  on,  are  fo  obviouf, 
'■  that  I  am  periiiaded  you  are  met  togetlier  fully  prepared 
'•  ar.d  determined  to  difcliarge  the  great  Tnift  rcpofed  in 
"  vou  at  this  critical  Conjiinfturc,  in  fach  a  Manner,  as 
'■  will  bt'ft  contribute  to,  tiie  Honour  and  Intcrcit  of  my 
"  Crown  and  People. 

"  I  opened  the  lall  Sefiion  of  the  late  Parliament  by  ac- 
"  quainting  them,  that  as  I  was  no  ways  engaged,  but  by 
"  My  good  Offices,  in  the  Tranfaftlons  that  were  declared 
"  to  be  the  principal  Caufcs  and  Motives  of  the  prefent  War 
"  in  Europe,  it  was  nece£'iry  to  ufe  more  than  ordinary 
"  Prudence  and  Circumfpcclion,  and  the  utmoft  Precaution, 
"  not  to  determine  too  hailily  upon  fo  critical  and  impor- 
''•  tant  a  Conjunfcure;  to  c-ximine  the  Facts  alledgM  on 
"  both  Sides,  to  wait  the  Rcfult  of  the  Councils  of  thofe 
"  Powers,  that  are  mere  nearly  and  immediately  intereited 
"  in  the  Confequenccs  of  the  War,  and  particularly  to  con- 
"  cert  with  the  Status  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
•'  W'-ho  are  under  the  fame  Engagements  with  Me,  fuch 
"  Meafarcs  as  ihcuki  be  tl:oi;ght,  moft  advifable  for  Oar 
"  common  Safety,  and  for  rclLoring  the  Peace  of  Europe. 

"  We  have  accordingly  proceeded  in  this  great  Affair 
*'  with  tlie  mutual  Confdence  which  fubfills  between  Me 
"  and  the  Republic!:  ;  and  having  confidercd  together  on 
"  one  Side  the  preiling  Applications  made  by  the  Imperial 
''  Court,  both  here  and  in  Holland,  for  obtaining  Succours 
"  againU  the  Povvers  at  V/ar  with  the  Emperor,  and  the 
"  repeated  Profcllions  made  by  the  Allies  on  the  other  Side, 
"  of  their  fmcere  Difpofition  to  put  an  End  to  the  prefent 
"  I'rcubles  upon  honourable  and  folid  Terms,  I  concurred 
"  in  a  Ilcfolution  ta'-.cu  by  tlie  States  General,  to  employ, 
"  \vicliout  Lofs  of  Time,  Our  j -iint  and  earneit  Inllances  to 
'•  bring  Matters  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  Accommodation, 
"  befoi-e  we  flioulu  come  to  a  iyeterniination  upon  the  Suc- 
"  cours  demanded  by  the  Emperor.  Thcfe  Inftances  did 
"  not  at  firl!;  produce  fucii  explicit  Aj.niwers  from  the,  con- 
"  tending  Parties,  as  to  enable  Uo  to  put  imniediately  in 
*■'  Execuiion  our  impartial  and  fmcere  Defires  for  that  Pur- 
"  pofe  :  Rcfolvcd  however  to  puriue  fo  great  and  falutary 
*'  a  Wcrh,  and  to  prevent  Our  Subjedls  from  being  unne- 
"  ccfiiiriJy  involved  in  War,  We  renewed  the  Offer  of  Our 
"  good  Offices  in  io  elU'Clual  a  A'lannerj  as  to  obtain  an 
"  AcccjnatioR  cf  them. 

*'  .In 
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*'■  In  confequence  of  this  Acceptation,  and  of  Oar  De- 
"■■'  claration  made  thereupon,  to  the  refpeftive  Powers  en- 
"  g3g^<i  j'^  ^^^  War,  no  T'ime  iias  been  loft  in  taking  fuch 
"  Meafures,  as  fliould  be  moft  proper  to  make  the  beft  ufe 
"  of  their  good  Difpofitions  for  re-eftablifliing  the  Trnn- 
"  quility  of  Europe  :  And  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  ac- 
"  quaint  you,  that  Things  are  now  brought  to  fo  great  a 
"  Forwardnefs,  that  I  hope  in  a  fhort  Time  a  Plan  will  be 
"  offered  to  the  Confideration  of  all  the  Parties  engaged  in 
*'  the  prefent  War,  as  a  Bafis  ibr  a  General  Negotiation  of 
"  Peace,  in  which  the  Honour  and  Intercft  of  all  Parties 
"  have  been  confulted,  as  far  as  the  Circumftances  of  lime, 
"  and  the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs  would  permit. 

"  I  do.  not  take  upon  Me  to  anfwer  for  the  Succefs  of  a 
"  Negotiation,  where  fo  many  different  Interefts  are  to  be 
"  confidered  and  reconciled  ;  but  when  a  Proceeding  is  foun- 
"  ded  upon  Reafon,  and  formed  from  fuch  Lights  as  can  be 
*'  had,  it  had  been  inexcufabic  not  to  have  attempted  a  Work 
*'  which  may  produce  infinite  Benefits  and  Advantages,  and 
"  can  be  of  no  Prejudice,  if  we  do  not  fuffcr  Ourfclvcs  to 
"  be  fo  far  amufed  by  Hopes,  that  may  poffibly  be  after- 
"  wards  difappointed,  as  to  leave  Ourfelves  cxpofed  to  real 
"  Dangers. 

"  I  have  made  ufe  of  the  Power,  which  the  late  Parlia- 
"  ment  intruftcd  Me  with,  with  great  Moderation  ;  and  I 
"  have  concluded  a  Treaty  with  the  Crown  of  Denmark, 
"  of  great  Importance  in  the  prefent  Conjunclure.  It  is 
"  impoffible,  when  all  the  Courts  of  Europe  are  bufy  and 
"  in  motion,  to  fecure  to  themfelves  fuch  Supports  as  Time 
"  and  Occaiion  may  require,  for  Me  to  fit  Hill,  and  negledl 
"  Opportunities,  which,  if  once  loft,  may  net  only  be  irre- 
"  trieveable,  but  turned  as  greatly  to  Our  Prejudice,  as  they 
"  will  prove  to  our  Advantage,  by  being  feafonably  (ecured  ; 
"  and  which,  if  neglcclcd,  would  have  been  thought  a  juft 
"  Caufe  of  Complaint.  This  neccffary  Confidence,  placed 
"  in  Me,  has  given  great  Weight  to  my  Endeavours  for  the 
"  Publick  Good. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Iloufe  of  Commons, 

"  I  have  ordered  the  Accounts  and  Ellimates  to  be  pre- 
"  pared  and  laid  before  you,  of  fuch  extraordinary  Expences, 
"  as  were  incurred  lalt  Year,  and  of  fuch  Services,  as  I 
"  think  highly  necefiiiry  to  be  carried  on  and  provided  for  : 
"  And  vyiiatcver  additional  Charges  fliall  be  found  neceftary 
"  Ihall  be  reduced,  as  foon  as  it  can  be  done  confiucntly 
"   with  the  common  Security. 

"  And  as  the  Treaty  with  the  Crown  of  Dcnmnik  is  at- 
"  tended  with  an  Kxnence,  I  have  ordered  liie  fame  to  be 
"  hid  b:fo;c  yoa. 

•\  /,  '^  r 
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Annos.  c«o.n.        "  I  make  no  doubt  but  I   (hall  find  in   this  Houfe  of 
'2"^^:      .  "  Commons  the  fame  Zeal,  Duty,  and  AfFeftion,  as  I  have 
■  experienced  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  my  Reign  ;  and 
"  that  you  will  raife  tlie  neceiTliry  Supplies  with  Chearful- 
"  nefs.  Unanimity,  and  Difpatch. 

"  The  Senfe  of  the  Nation  is  bell  to  be  learned  by  the 
"  Choice  of  their  Reprefentatives  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded, 
"  that  the  Behaviour  and  Conduft  of  my  faithful  Commons 
<*  will  demonftrate,  to  all  the  World,  the  unfhaken  Fidelity 
"  and  Attachment  of  my  good  Subjefts  to  my  Perfon  and 
••  Government. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  It  is  our  Happinefs  to  have  continued  hitherto  in  a 
"  State  of  Peace  j  but  whilll  many  of  the  principal  Powers 
"  of  Europe  are  engaged  in  War,  the  Confequences  muft 
"  more  or  lefs  affeft  Us  ;  and  as  the  beft  concerted  Mea- 
"  fures  are  liable  to  Uncertainty,  We  ought  to  be  in  a 
"  Readinefs,  and  prepared  againft  all  Events  j  and  if  Our 
"  Expences  are  in  fome  Degree  increafed,  to  prevent  great- 
"  er,  and  fuch  as  if  once  entered  into,  it  would  be  difficult 
"  to  fee  the  End  of,  I  hope  My  good  Subjefls  will  not 
*'  repine  at  the  necefTary  Means  of  procuring  the  Bleffings 
*'  of  Peace,  and  of  univerfal  Tranquility,  or  of  putting 
*'  Ourfelves  in  a  Condition  to  aft  that  Part,  which  may  be 
"  necefTary  and  incumbent  upon  Us  to  take." 

Jan.  27.  Mr  Speaker  having  reported  his  Majefty's 
Mr  Hirri.'s.  Mo-  Spccch,  Mr  Harris,  Member  for  Fowey,  mov'd,  '  That  an 
ir-i^ants!'''''''''  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majelty  to  return  his 
Majefly  the  Thanks  of  that  Houfe,  for  his  moll  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne  :  To  acknowledge  his  Majeity's 
Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  in  purfuing  fuch  Meafures  as  tended 
towards  procuring  Peace  and  Accommodation,  rather  than 
involve  this  Nation  and  all  Europe  too  precipitately  in  a  ge- 
neral and  bloody  War  :  To  exprefs  the  jull  Senfe  that  Houfe 
had  of  his  Majcfty's  tender  Regard  for  the  publick  Repofe 
and  Tranquility,  and  of  his  unwearied  Endeavours  iii  form- 
ing, in  Concert  with  the  States  General,  fuch  a  Plan  of  a 
general  Pacification  as  his  Majelly,  in  his  great  Wifdom, 
conceived  was  confiflent  with  the  Honour  and  Interefl:  of  all 
Parties,  as  far  as  the  Circumllanccs  of  Time,  and  the  pre- 
fent  Polfure  of  Affairs  would  permit :  To  afTure  his  Majofty, 
that  that  Houfe  would  chcarfully  and  efrcctualiy  raife  fach 
Supplies,  as  fliould  be  necefTary  for  the  Honour  and  Secu- 
rity of  his  Majefly  and  his  Kingdoms :  And  whatever  fhould 
be  the  Succefs  of  his  Majelly's  gracious  Endeavours  to  pro- 
cure the  Bleffings  of  Peace  and  general  Tranquility,  would 
er.able  his  Majefly  to  aft  that  Part  which  Honoar  and  Ju- 
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nice,  and  the  true  Intereft  of  his  People  Ihould  call  upon  Anno «.  Geo.  u. 
him  to  undertake.'  v_    —  ^  -    _ J 

Mr  Harris  being  back'd  by  Mr  Campbell  of  Pembroke-  Debate  thereon. 
(hire,  feveral  Members  objedied  to  fome  Expreffions  in  the  Mr  Campbell. 
Motion,  which,  as  they  thought,  imply' d  a  too  general 
Approbation  of  former  Meafures :  And  upon  this  Occafion 
Sir  William  Wyndham  propos'd.  That  the  laft  Paragraph  sir  w.  Wyntiham. 
ihould  run  thus,  '  To  afTure  his  Majefly  that,  after  a  full 
State  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation  ~  had  been  laid  before 
them,  and  confiderd  by  them,  they  would  chearfully  and 
(ciFeftually  raife  fuch  Supplies,  as  Ihould  be  neceffary  for  the 
Honour  and  Security  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Kingdoms, 
and  in  Proportion  to  the  Expences  to  be  incurred  by  the  other 
PoHJcers,  njoho  njoere  under  the  fame  Engagements  vjith  this 
Nation,  and  not  then  in^ohed  in  the  War  :  And  whatever 
Ihould  be  the  Succefs  of  his  Majefty's  gracious  Endeavours 
to  procure  the  Bleffings  of  Peace  and  general  Tranquility, 
would  enable  his  Majefty  to  aft  that  Part,  which  Honour 
and  Juitice,  and  the  true  Intereft  of  his  People  fhould  call 
upon  him  to  undertake.' 

But  fome  Gentlemen  difliking  the  firft  Part  of  this  Amend- 
ment, Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  ofFer'd  an  Amendment  to  the  A-  sirj.jekyii. 
jnendment  propos'd  by  Sir  William  W^yndham,  as  follows : 
*  To  afTure  his  Majefty,  that  that  Houfe  would  chearfully 
and  effedlually  raife  fuch  Supplies,  as  fhould  be  neceffary 
for  the  Honour  and  Security  of  his  Majefty  and  his  King- 
doms, and  in  Proportion  to  the  Expences  to  be  incurred  by 
the  other  Powers,  ivho  n*;ere  under  the  fame  Engagements 
n.vith  this  Nation,  and  not  then  involv'' d  in  the  War  :  And, 
whatever  fliould  be  the  Succefs  of  his  Majefty's  gracious 
Endeavours  to  procure  the  Bleffings  of  Peace  and  general 
Tranquility,  would  enable  his  Majefty  to  aft  that  Part, 
which  Honour  and  Juftice,  and  the  true  Intereft  of  his 
People  fhould  call  upon  him  to  undertake.' 

The  Motion  for  the  Amendment  was  ftrenuoufly  fupport- 
ed  by  Lord  Morpeth,  Lord   Noel  Somerfet,    Mr  Shippen,  Ld  No°e7somerfet. 
Sir  Thomas  Afton,  Mr  Dundafs,  Mr  Gibbon,  Mr  Sandys,  s";IKuon. 
Mr  Walter  Plumer,  and  Mr  William  Pulteney  :    The  Rea-  mj  oimd^rs. 
fons   they  gave  for  their  Exceptions  to  the  Addrefs  as  firft  Mr  sandys.' 
propos'd,  and  for  the  Amendment  offer'd,  were  as  follows  :    Mr  w.'puUcncy, 
Mr  Speaker, 

*  As  this  is  a  new  Parliament,  I  hope  we  fhall  begin  v/ith 
fhewing  a  little  more  Regard  to  the  ancient  Cuftom  and 
Dignity  of  Parliaments,  than  has  been  ihevvn  of  late  Years. 
Ill  former  Times,  the  Addrcfies  of  tiiis  Houfe,  in  Return  to 
his  Majefty's  Speech  from  the  Throne,  were  always  con- 
ceived in  the  inoft  general  Terms.  Our  Anceftors  would 
never  condefcend   upon   that  Occafton,    to  enter  into  the 
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Anno8.  rcf>.  11.  Particulars  of  his  Majelly's  Speech  :  When  they  were  to 
'■'"^  ■''  •  approach  the  King,  and  to  declare  their  AfFcction  and  their 
Fidelity  to  him,  they  thought  it  was  inconhftent  with  that 
Fidelity  they  were  to  declare,  to  approve,  upon  that  Occa- 
iion,  of  any  miniiterial  Meafures,  and  much  more  fo,  to  de- 
clare their  Satisfaction  with  IVIeafurcs  they  knew  notliing  a- 
bout.  This  Iloufe  is  the  grand  Inquell  of  the  Nation,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  diligently,  and  to  reprefent  faithfully  to 
the  King,  all  the  Grievances  of  his  People,  and  all  the 
Crimes  and  iVIifmanagements  of  hi's  Servants ;  and  therefore 
it  muft  always  be  a  Breach  of  our  Fidelity  to  cwr  Sovereign, 
as  well  as  a  Breach  of  our  Duty  to  his  People,  to  approve 
blindly  the  Conduft  of  his  Servants.  V/hen  we  have  exa- 
mined diligently,  and  confidercd  deliberately  the  Conduft  of 
any  Minifter,  and  are  at  lalt  fully  convinced  that  he  has 
afted  prudently  and  wifely  for  the  pubiick  Good,  it  is  then 
our  Duty  to  return  him  the  Thanks  of  the  Pubiick,  and 
to  reprei'ent  him  as  a  faithful  Miniiler  to  his  Mailer  ;  but 
to  make  Panegyricks  upon  the  Conduit  of  any  of  the  King's 
Servant?,  before  we  have  examined  into  it,  is  more  like 
the  Language  of  Slaves  and  Sycophants  to  a  prime  IVIi- 
nifter,  than  that  of  loyal  and  faithful  Subjcds  to  their  So- 
vereign. 

'  1  mufl  acknowledge.  Sir,  that  the  Motion  now  made 
to  us  is  more  general,  and  more  adapted  to  the  ancient 
Cullom  of  Parliament,  than  moil  I  have  heard  fmce  I  have 
had  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member  of  this  Houfe.  1  hope 
we  lliall  not  find  that  this  extraordinary  Modeiiy  proceeds 
from  a  Confcioufnefs  of  Mifconuud  :  For  the  Sake  of  the 
Pubiick  I  heartily  wi!h  we  may  find  that  it  proceeds  from 
fuperior  Merit ;  which  is,  indeed,  generally  attended  with 
fuperior  Modelly  ;  but  as  I  have  always  been,  upon  fuch 
Occafions,  againft  general  Encomiums  upon  Minillers,  and 
a?  the  Propofition  now  before  us,  or  at  leafl:  a  great  Part 
of  it,  implies  a  general  Approbation  of  all  our  late  Me;;- 
fures,  particularly  thole  relating  to  the  prefent  War,  which 
the  Majority  of  this  Houfe  are,  in  my  Opinion,  intirely  iv  - 
norant  of,  I  cannot  agree  to  it  ;  becaufe  I  have  not  yet 
learned  Complaifance  enough  to  approve  of  what  I  know 
nothing  about,  much  lefs  to  approve  of  what  1  violently 
fjfpcft  to  be  wrong. 

'  I  had  the  Honour,  Sir,  to  be  a  Member  of  this  Houfe 
in  the  laft  Parliament  ;  anti  J  remember  fevcral  Motions  were 
then  made,  forgetting  fom.e  Infight  into  the  State  of  our 
foreign  Affairs  and  our  laie  Tranfaclions ;  Motions  which 
;'.?pearcd  to  me  highly  reafonahle,  and  even  abfo'ire'v  ne- 
ccu'iry  to  be  complied  with,  b'.doie  t.he  iloufi  could  reafon- 
a.hly  comply  wiui  tJie  Demanis   th:ic   w.rc  then  made  upon 
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them  :  But  every  one  of  thefe  Motions  had  a  Negative  put  Anns  s.  nco.  n. 
upon  it.  I  have  always  had  a  Sufpicion  of  the  Works  of  '7U-»^ 
.Darknefs  ;  I  do  not  like  any  Condud  that  cannot  fiand  the 
Light  at  Noon-Day  ;  and  therefore  I  am  afraid  fome  of 
our  late  Tranfadlions  are  fuch  as  no  Man  could  approve  of, 
if  they  were  expofed  to  pisblick  View.  We  have  been  long 
amufed  with  Hopes  of  fome  extraordinary  Beneiits,  that  were 
to  accrue  to  the  Nation  from  our  many  tedious  and  expen- 
iive  Negotiations  :  We  have  been  long  in  Expectation  ;  but 
when  one  Negotiation  was  over,  we  have  been  always  told 
to  have  Patience,  the  next  was  to  accomplilTi  all  our  De- 
fires  ;  we  have  accordingly  had  a  great  deal  of  Patience  ; 
but,  fo  far  as  I  can  comprehend,  I  can  obferve  no  Bene- 
fits that  have  accrued,  or  are  like  to  accrue  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  many  Dangers  and  Difadvantages  ;  So  that  the 
whole  Train  of  our  late  Negotiations  really  feem  to  me 
to  have  been  calculated  for  no  other  End,  but  to  extricate  a 
Set  of  puzzled,  perplexed  Negotiators,  from  fome  former 
Blunder,  by  which  they  have  generally  been  led  into  a  fe- 
cond,  of  worfe  Confequence  than  the  firft :  Every  fubfcquent 
Negotiation  feems  to  me  to  have  had  no  other  View  or  De- 
fign,  but  to  get  rid  of  fome  Dilemma  we  were  thrown  into 
by  the  former  ;  and  happy  have  we  thought  ourfelves,  after 
a  great  deal  of  Money  fpent,  if  we  could  but  recover  our 
former  Condition.  In  fliort,  Sir,  if  any  Gentleman  will  rife 
up  and  fhew  me  any  Addition,  or  any  new  Advantage,  with 
refpeft  either  to  our  Trade  or  our  PoffefTions,  that  this  Na- 
tion has  acquired  by  any  of  our  late  Tranfaftions,  I  Ihall  a- 
gree  to  the  Motion  ;  but  confidering  the  great  Expence  this 
Nation  has  been  put  to,  and  the  great  Lofl'es  many  of  our 
Merchants  have,  without  any  Redrcfs  or  Satisfadion,  fullain- 
cd,  I  cannot  agree  to  pafs  Compliments  upon,  or  declare 
my  Satisfaction  with,  our  late  Management  in  general,  'till 
it  be  made  appear  to  me,  that  thele  publick  and  private 
.Loffes  have  been  fome  Way  ballanced  by  National  Advan- 
tages. 

'  The  fecond  Paragraph  of  the  ?./lotion  I  am,  indeed,  fur- 
prized  at  upon  another  Account,  to  make  our  Acknow- 
ledgements to  his  Majefty,  for  not  involving  the  Nation 
too  precipitately  in  a  bloody  War,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  very 
far  from  being  a  Comipliment  to  his  Majcfly  ;  It  is  impof- 
fible,  it  is  not  to  be  pi.clumcd  that  his  Majeity  can  do  any 
luch  Thing  ;  but  if  it  were  pcliible,  and  if  any  fuch  tliii^g 
h'td  been  done,  to  be  fure  it  would  have  been  doing  the  Na- 
tion a  very  notable  Mifciii'.-f ;  and  according  to  the  i(iioin  of 
our  L.in'juai'e,  at  leaR  in  private  Life,  to  thank  a  Man,  or 
to  make  our  Acknowlcdgcmtius  to  a  Man,  ior  hi.,  net  do- 
ing lis  a  notable  M.iiclaicf,  is  a  contt-niptu'^us  way  of  crprtf- 
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Anno  S.  Geo.  11.  fing  ourfelvcs,  and  is  always  an  Infinuation,  that  from  fuch 
a  Man's  Malice,  or  his  Weaknefs,  or  Imprudence,  we  expeft- 
ed  fome  notable  Mifchief ;  and  therefore  when  we  are  dif- 
appointed,  when  the  Mifchief  is  not  fo  great  as  we  expefted, 
we  fay,  by  way  of  Contempt,  that  we  are  obliged  to  Jiim. 
If  none  but  i^inillers  were  concerned  in  this  Part  of  the 
Motion,  I  fhouid  have  let  it  pafs  without  any  Remark,  nay, 
I  fhouid  readily  have  agreed  to  it ;  but  as  his  Majefty  is  con- 
cerned, I  hope  the  Gentlemen  who  made  the  Motion  will 
take  Care  to  have  it  fome  way  altered,  if  tiiey  are  refolved 
to  have  it  Hand  Part  of  the  Addrefs,  TJiis  flievv?.  Sir,  how 
apt  People  are  to  fall  into  Blunders,  when  they  attempt  to 
make  extravagant  and  forced  Compliments ;  and  thereiore  I 
wifli  we  would  refolve  to  avoid  fuch  Dangers,  by  confin- 
ing our  Addrefs  to  a  general  Acknowledgement  of  Thanks 
to  his  Majeliy,  for  his  moll  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  and  a  Declaration  of  our  Affedions  towards  him, 
of  our  Attachment  to  his  Family,  and  our  Zeal  for  his 
Service* 

'  However,  Sir,   as   it  has  been  granted  upon  all    Hands, 
that  nothing  contained  in   our  Addrefs  can  prevent  the  fu- 
ture  Inquiries  of  this  Houfe,    or  can  be  a  Bar  to   our  cen- 
furing  what  we  fhall  upon  Inquiry    find  to  be  amifs,  there- 
fore I  fhall    propofe  no  Amendment  to  the  former  Part  of 
the  Motion  :    Bat  I  mult  take  Notice  of  one  Thing  v/hich 
is   apparent,   without  any   Inquiry,   to  every   Man    in  this 
Houfe,  to  every  Man  who  knows  any  thing  of  publick  Af- 
fairs ;  and  that  is,  the  great  Charge  this  Nation  has  already- 
been  put  to  on  account  of  the  War,  while  the  other  Powers 
of  Europe,  not  yet  engaged  in  the  War,  have  not  put  them- 
felves  to   one  Shilling  Expence  :    Nay,  even  our  Allies  the 
Dutch,  who,  as  his   Majefty  has  been   pleafed    to    tell  us, 
are  under  the    fame  Engagements  with   us,    have   not  put 
themfelves  to    the  leaft   Charge  on  account  of  the  prefent 
War.     Now,  Sir,  as  his  Majefly   has  told  us,  that  we  had 
no  Concern   v.'ith   the  Caufes  or  Motives  of  the  War,    we 
canrfot  therefore  be  involved  in   it,  unlefs  it  be  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  the  Balance  of  Power  ;  and    as   all  our   Allies 
are  as  much  interefted  in  this  Refpedl  as   wc  are,  it  is  rea- 
fonable  they    ihould  bear  their  proportionable  Share  of  the 
Expence  :    And  as  they   have  yet  done  nothing   like  it,  I 
think  it'  is   become  neceffary  for  us  to  take  fome  Notice  of 
this  Matter  in  our  Addrefs  to  his  Majelly,    for  which  Rea- 
fon  I  fh;Ul  move  for  this  Amendment  to  the  latter  Part  of 
the  Addrefs  :  viz.  '  That  this  Houfe  will  chearfully  and  ef- 
fectually raii'e  fuch  Supr'ies,   as  fliall  be  neceffary  for  the 
Honour  and  Security  of  his  Majclly  and  his  Kingdoms  ; 
jdfid  in  Proportion  to  the  Expenccs  to  be  irunmd  by  the  other 
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Poivers  n.'jho  ^^i-ere  under  the  fame  Engagerncnts  ivith  this 
Nation,  and  not  then  in'volnjed  in  the  War  ;  And  whatever 
ihall  be  the  Succefs  of  his  Majeily's  gracious  Endeavours 
to  procure  the  Beflings  of  Peace  and  general  Tranquility, 
will  enable  his  Majeiiy  to  aft  that  Part,  which  Honour  and 
Jullice,  and  the  true  Interell  of  his  People  ftiall  call  upon 
him  to  undertake.' 

\n.  Anfwer  to  thefe  Obje£lions,  and  in  Support  of  the  Mo- 
tion,   Mr  Winnington,    Mr   Henry  Pelhani,    Sir  William  \l' Y:TV''-°'^' 
Yongc,  Mr  Danvers  and  Mr  Oglethorpe  urged  the   follow-  sn  y*.  vi.'i;^.-. 
ing  Arguments.  MfO^icuJrpe. 

Mr  Speaker, 

*  As  Gentlemen,  who  ha'v'e  fpoke  in  this  Debr.te,  feem 
to  want  a  much  more  thorough  Reformation  in  the  Motion 
now  before  us,  than  that  propofed  by  the  Amendment,  I 
mull  beg  Leave  to  take  Notice  of  what  they  have  laid  ia 
general,  before  I  come  to  fpeak  to  the  Amendment  propofed. 
We  have  been  told  a  great  deal,  Sir,  of  the  ancient  Llfage 
and  Cuflom  of  Parliament,  with  refpeft  to  their  Manner  of 
addreiTmg  the  King,  by  way  of  Return  to  his  Speech  from 
the  Throne  :  What  the  Gentlemen  may  mean  by  this  an- 
cient Ufage,  or  at  what  Time  they  have  a  Mind  to  fix  if, 
I  do  not  know  ;  but  1  am  very  fure,  that  ever  fmce  I  had 
the  Honour  to  fit  in  Parliament,  I  never  knev/  an  AddreG 
propofed  in  more  general  I'erms  than  that  now  before  us  ; 
und  therefore  I  am  apt  to  conclude,  that  no  Addrefs  can  be 
propofed  in  this  Houie,  but  what  fome  Gentlemen  will  find 
Fault  with.  I  fhall  agree  with  the  honourable  Gentlemen, 
that  one  of  the  chief  Ends  of  our  Meeting  here,  is  to  in- 
quire diligently,  and  reprefent  faithfully  to  the  Kin^-,  the 
Crimes  and  Mifmanagements  of  his  Servants,  as  welfas  the 
Grievances  of  his  People  ;  but  when  his  Majefty  has  given 
us  an  Account  of  his  Condud,  furely  that  does  not  hinder  us 
from  making  him  fuch  general  Compliments,  for  the  Ac- 
counts he  has  been  pleafed  to  give  us,  as  will  not  obftrucl 
our  future  Inquiries,  or  prevent  our  Cenfures,  in  cafe  wc 
fhould  afterwards  find,  that  any  of  his  Servants  had  aded 
unfaithfully  or  imprudently,  even  with  refped  to  thofe  very 
Affairs  he  had  been  pleafed  to  give  us  an  Account  of  in  his 
Speech. 

'  It  has  been  acknowledged,  that  the  Motion  before  us 
is  more  general  than  what  is  ufual  upon  fuc!i  Occafions  ; 
but  it  is  to  be  feared,  ic  feems,  tkat  this  extraordinary  Mo- 
deity  proceeds  from  a  Confcioufnefs  of  Mifcondudt.  At  this 
Pate,  Sir,  the  Gentlemen  who  have  the  Hrir.our  to  ft-rve 
the  Crown  muft  have  a  very  hard  Taflc  :  If  they  or  thcjr 
Friends  propofe  a  long  and  particular  Addrefs,  they  are  then 
accufed  of  endeavouring;  to  impof;  upor.  the  Honour  and 
Vol.  IV.  ^  B  Y:>yc\x^ 
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Ceo  II.  Dignity  of  tliis  Hoa^c  ;  and  if  they  propofe  a  fhort  Addrcfs, 
'^'— ^.^  «nd  expreffed  in  the  inofl  general  'rorius,  Infinuations  are 
then  made,  that  their  Modeiiy  proceeds  from  a  Confcioaf- 
neli  of  Guiiti  fo  that  let  them  chufe  which  way  they  will, 
it  is  inipoffible  for  them  to  avoid  Cenfure  :  Yet,  even  this 
A'jdrels,  general  as  it  is,  is,  it  feems,  to  be  looked  on  as  an 
Encomium  upon  the  Minillers,  and  as  an  Approbation  of 
wliac  we  know  nothing  about  ;  but,  in  my  Opinion,  if  we 
examine  the  fevcral  Para2,raphs,  it  will  appear  to  be  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other. 

*  By  the  firfi  Paragraph  found  Fault  with,  it  is  propofed 
to  acknowledge  his  Majeily's  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  in  pur- 
luing  fuch  Meafures  as  tend  towards  procuring  Peace  and 
Accommodation  :  By  this.  Sir,  we  do  not  declare,  that  his 
IMajcity  has  purfaed  fucii  Meafures,  nor  do  we  approve  of 
the  iVIeafures  he  has  purilied  ;  but  when  thofe  Meiaiires  are 
m:idc  publick,  if  it  ihould  appear  that  they  Vvere  fuch  as 
tended  to  procure  Peace  and  Accommodation,  fjrely  this 
Houfe,  nay  the  whole  World,  ought  to  acknowledge  his 
iVIajclty's  Goodnefs  and  Wifdom  in  that  Refped;  and  all 
that  can  be  fuppoled  to  be  meant  by  this  Paragraph  is,  to 
ackrowledge  that  there  is  more  V/ifdora  and  Goodnefs 
in  purfuing  fuch  Aleafurcs  towards  procuring  Peace,  than  in 
purfuing  fucii  iVIeai'iires,  as  might  tend  to  involve  the  Na- 
tion and  all  Europe  too  precip-itately  in  War  :  This  then 
cannot,  I  think,  be  fuppofed  to  be  an  Encomium  upon  any 
Miniiter,  nor  an  Apprcbraion  of  any  of  the  Meafures  that 
have  been  purfaed. 

'  By  the  other  Paragraph  it  is  propofed,  to  exprefs  the  jull 
Senfe    we   have  of  Ids   M;.jef  y  s    Rcg.:rd  for    the   publick 
Tranquility,  and  of  his  Endeavour  to  form,  in  Concert  with 
the  States  General,  fuch  a  Plaii  of  Pacification,  as  his  Ma- 
jefty  conceives  is  coniiftent  wiih  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of 
all   Parties,  as   fa-  as   the  Circumllances  of  Time  and  the 
prcfent  Polture  of  AfRiiiS  will  permit :    Here  again  we  ap- 
prove of  nothing  :   We  do  not   approve  of  the  Plan  that  is 
to  be  oiFered  j    we  do  not  lo   rr.uch  as  approve  of  any  one 
Step  that  has  been   taken  in  the  forming  of  that  Plan  ;    we 
only  acknowledge  his  ivlajefiy's  tender  Regard  for  the  pub- 
lick Tranquility,  in  endeavouring  to   form  luch  a  Plan    as 
may  reflore  it :    This  fureiy  is  v/aat  no  Man  can  deny,    nor 
hefitate   one   Moment    in  acknowledging   ;    and    I  believe 
that  it  will  be  as  readily  granted,   that  it  was  better  to  form 
this  Plan  in   Concert  witli  the  States  General,  tlian  to  form 
it  without  any  fuch  Concert.     So  that  1   cannot  really  com- 
prehend how  this  Paragraph  caii  be  interpreted  to  be  an  lin- 
comium  upon  any  Minitlcr,  or  an  Approbation  of  any  Mea- 
fure:  And   therefore,  ";ho'  vvc  i-:nc.v  nothing  of  the  Mea- 
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fares  thst  have  been  purfued,  nay,  tho'  we  even  had  a  vio- 
lent Safp'cion  that  wrong  Meafures  have  been  purfued,  nei- 
ther our  jo-norance  nor  our  Safpicions  can  be  any  Objec- 
tion to  either  of  thofe  Paragraphs. 

'  As  to  our  Ignorance  of  the  Meafures  that  have  been 
Ltelv  purfued,  it  is  certain  we  are  ignorant  of  a  great  many 
of  them,  and  it  is  neceiTary  it  fhould  be  fo  ;  for  v/ith  re- 
fpe^t  to  pubhck  Tranfa£lion?,  efpecially  thofe  with  foreign 
Courts,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  many  of  them  Ihouid 
remain  fecret  for  feveral  Years  after  they  are  paffed  ;  na)-, 
there  are  fome  that  ought  for  ever  to  remain  a  Secret  : 
Ai.d  taat  any  Tranfaftion  can  remain  a  Secret  long  after  it 
has  bren  communicated  to  this  Houfe,  I  believe  no  Gentle- 
man will  pretend  to  affirm  ;  for  tho'  the  Members  of  this 
Hijufe  migiit  perhaps  depend  upon  the  Fidelity  and  the  Se- 
Ciccy  of  one  another,  yet  we  cannot  anfwer  for  the  Stran- 
ge.s  th..t  may  be  amonglt  us.  This,  Sir,  was  the  only 
K.-afo..,  why  this  Houfe  was  pleafed  to  put  a  Negative  upon 
tae  M  tions  pointed  at  by  the  honourable  Gentlemen  ;  and 
as  I  had  likewife  the  Honour  to  be  then  a  Member  of  tliis 
K  ufe,  I  heard  fuch  Reafons  given  for  not  complying  with 
th  ie  Motions,  as  convinced  me,  that  a  Compliance  with 
a  V  '  n:  of  them  would  have  been  one  of  the  greatcll  In- 
ju;  es  we  could  liave  done  oar  Country  :  It  was  not  that 
thu  Aatiiors  of  thofe  Tranfaftions  were  afraid,  on  their  own 
Accounts,  that  the  Tranfaftions  they  had  been  concerned 
in  fhould  be  cxpofed  to  publick  View  ;  it  was  iinpoffible  it 
could  be  fo  ;  for  if  they  had  been  poffcflcd  with  any  fuch 
Fears,  if  they  had  given  the  leafl  Ground  to  fufj.^cfc  they 
■  were  fo,  it  would  have  been  a  good,  and  I  am  pcrfuaded  a 
prevailing  Reafon  for  this  Houfe  to  have  complied  with 
thofe  Motions. 

*  But,  Sir,  as  to  the  Sufpicions  that  fome  Gentlemen 
may  entertain,  with  regard  to  all  or  any  of  our  paft  Mea- 
fures, it  is  impoiTible  to  fay  any  Thing  of  them,  unlefs  the 
Gentlemen  will  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  us  with  the  Grounds 
of  their  Sufpicion  :  When  they  do  that,  it  may  perhaps  be 
in  Gendemen's  Power  to  fhew,  that  thofe  Grounds  are  very 
far  from  being  folid.  They  talk  of  our  having  been  for  a 
long  Time  amufcd  with  Hopes,  and  of  our  having  been 
defired  to  have  Patience  :  'Tis  true.  Sir,  there  are  fome 
amonglt  us,  not  in  the  lioufe  I  hope,  but  in  the  Nation,  .1 
v.iU  fay,  there  are  a  great  many  who  have  been  long  a- 
mufed  with  Hopes,  who  have  had  a  great  deal  of  Patience  : 
They  have,  indeed,  been  under  a  continy.al  Courfe  of  Pa- 
tience ever  fmce  the  Beginning  of  the  late  Reign  :  They 
have  not  yet  fecn,  and  I  wiih  they  may  never  fee  tluu  Event 
happen,  which  they  have  been  (o  long  hcpino  for,  whicii 
B  z  ti-7 
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Anno 8.  Geo.  11.  thcy  havc  Waited  for  with  fo  much  Patience  :  And,  in  my 
Opinion,  the  many  Dilappoiiitnients  thoy  have  met  with,  is 
one  of  the  beft  Rtafons  thnt  can  be  affigned  for  our  having 
no  Caufe  to  fulpett  any  Mifcondui'l  in  our  late  Meafures. 
'  1  do  not  tliink  it  thelnterell;  of  this  Nation  to  be  fond  of 
adding  mach  to  cur  PoiieiTions  ;  and  confidering  the  Aiwou 
tion  of  foreign  Court.s,  and  the  Diftuibanccs  given  to  'jur 
Government  by  a  cifafFected  Party  at  Home,  our  having  -pvc- 
fcrvcd  entire  our  foreign  Poffeilions,  and  prevented  all  iava- 
fions  upon  our  PeopL  at  Home,  is  an  Argument,  that  all 
our  late  Meafures  have  been  concerted  and  purlued  -  '  ii 
tiie  utmoft  Forefight  and  Prudence.  To  this  we  r.a  i, 
that  tho'  our  Trade  has  been  iomctimes  a  little  ir.rc. iiuij.  d 
by  the  ambitious  Views  of  foreign  Courts,  yet  it  i;  cc::a,i:, 
it  has  greatly  improved  in  every  Branch  vsithin  thcie  iail 
tv.enty  Years,  and  is  row,  I  believe,  in  as  flourifhing  a  State 
as  ever  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain  was  in  any  Age  :  So  that 
to  return  the  Compliment  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other 
Side  of  the  Q;aei'non,  if  either  of  them  will  Ihew  me  where 
tiie  Nation  has  lately  fuffcred,  eilher  in  its  Poircflions,  Oi  in 
itd  Trade,  by  any  Miimanagement  of  thofe  at  the  Heini  of 
our  own  Afraii-.s,  I  fiial!  rigrce  to  anv  Amendment  they  pleafe 
to  propofe  ;  but  I  cannot  thir:':  ;t  rc::ionable  to  louU  our 
own  Miniiler;  v/ith  t';e  little  Difcurbances  we  have  met  w.th, 
or  the  fmnll  LoiTes  v/e  may  havc  fuitained  by  tlie  ambitious 
Piojefls  of  foreign  Court?. 

'  With  regard  to  the  fmpropriety  cf  E.vpreflion  taken 
Notice  of,  r  cannot  thir.k  there  is  any  good  Foundation  for 
the  Criticifm  ;  but  if  there  u  ere,  we  ir.uil  fee  that  it  pro- 
ceeds entirely  from  liie  great  Care  the  hcnourable  Gentle- 
man, who  made  the  Motion,  took,  to  avoid  every  Thing 
that  might  look  like  an  Appicbation  of  any  late  Meafure  : 
For  this  ReaTon  i:e  v/oald  not  propof;;  that  we  flipuld  thank 
his  Majeily  foi'  not  involving  us  in  the  War,  becaufe  it 
might  have  been  faid,  that  for  vvh;."  Vvo  knev/  it  was  necef- 
fary,  it  was  incumbent  upon  in,  to  havc  engaged  at  the 
very  Beginning  of  the  War  .;  therefore,  to  avoid  this  Ob- 
jcclion,  he  only  propofof  that  we  fLoidd  nuikc  oia'  Ac'-mow- 
ledgemcnts  to  his  Majeii}-.  for  not  h:.ving  engaged  tco  pre- 
cipitately in  the  War  ;  and  as  this  might  have  been  done, 
2nd  would,  as  tlie  honourable  Gentleman  fayr,  have  been 
d(;ing  a  very  notable  Injury  to  tiic  Nation,  I  cannot  find 
tiiat  tiiere  is  any  Impropriety  in  oui  iTJaking  oui'  Acknow- 
ledgements to  his  Majelly,   fo;-  in"i  not  haling  done  lb. 

'  1  come  now  lo  that  which  1  take  to  be  the  only  Que- 
liien  now  before  us,  I  mean.  Sir,  tlie  Amendment  propofed, 
a?  it  now  flands  amended.  I  ikall  readily  grant,  that  all  the 
KHticns  of  Europe  are  equally  concerned   \vjih  us  in  fuppor- 
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ting  the  Balance  of  Power,  and  that  therefore  it  Is  very  Anno  s.  Geo.  ir. 
real'onable,  that  every  one  of  them  fliould  bear  a  propor-  '''  ^  ' 
tionable  Share  of  the  Expence  neceflary,  or  that  may  be- 
come neceflary  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  1  am  perfuaded  his 
Majclty  will  uie  his  utmoft  Endeavourii  to  prevail  with  every 
one  of  them,  to  do  what  is  incumbent  upon  them  in  that 
Refpedt  ;  but  I  ma'l  leave  it  to  Gentlemen  to  confider, 
whether  our  putting  fuch  a  Caution  into  our  Addrefs,  would 
not  ihew  to  the  whole  World  a  fort  of  Diffidence  in  his 
Majefty's  Conduft.  I  am  convinced  we  have  no  Caufe,  from 
any  Part  of  his  IVIajelly's  pall  Conduct,  to  fliew  any  Diffi- 
dence in  his  future  ;  and  I  am  very  certain,  we  never  could 
have  chofen  a  worfe  Time  than  the  prefent,  to  begin  to  fhew 
anv  fuch  Diffidence  :  I'he  Nation  is  in  great  Danger  of  be- 
ing inv  Ived  in  a  bloody  and  expenfive  War,  unlei's  his  Ma- 
je;:;.  fucceeds  in  his  Endeavours  for  reftoring  the  Peace  and 
Tr:.r)C;;iiiity  of  Europe  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  nothing  can 
C;jj: .iibute  more  towards  rendering  his  Majefty's  Endeavours 
fuccefsfi.:!,  than  an  eftabliftied  and  general  Belief,  that  a 
pcrfeft  Harmony  and  entire  Confidence  fubfifts  between  him. 
and  lis  Parliament :  While  they  are  convinced  of  this, 
every  one  of  the  Parties  now  engaged  in  War  will  be  cau- 
tious CI  gjvmg  too  great  a  Scope  to  their  ambitious  Views, 
or  of  pufhing  too  far  the  Succefs  they  may  have,  for  fear 
of  drawing  upon  t!',emfc!ves  the  united  Force  of  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  if  ap.y  Reafon  fhould 
be  given  for  them  to  believe,  that  the  Parliament  puts  no 
Confidence  in  his  Majefty's  Condud,  they  may  then  con- 
ceive Hopes  of  difuniting  the  Power  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
in  that  Cafo  they  will  not  much  regard  the  moil  reafonable 
Terms  cf  Peace,  that  can  be  offered  to  them,  by  means  of  his 
Majcfly's  Mediation  :  Nay,  I  have  good  Reafon  to  believe, 
that  fome  of  the  Powers  engaged  in  the  War,  particularly 
Spain,  will  give  no  pofitive  Anfwer  to  the  Inilances  lately 
made  to  them,  'till  they  hear  of  the  Opening  of  the  Bririfh 
Parliament,  and  the  AddrefTes  made  upon  that  Occafion  ; 
and  if  any  Miflriift  in  his  MajcRy's  Conduft  ihould  appear 
in  our  Addrefs,  we  may  believe  their  Anfwer  v.-ill  not  be 
fuch  as  ought  to  be  v/ilhed  for  :  Thus,  by  adling  too  cau- 
tio'jfly,  we  may  not  only  prevent  the  Succefs  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Endeavours  for  reftoring  the  publick  Tranquility,  but 
we  may  give  fuch  Encouragement  to  the  ambitious  Views 
of  feme  of  the  Pov.  ers  of  Europe,  as  muft  ncccffarily  at  lad 
involve  this  Nation  in  a  njoU  expenfive,  and  even  a  molt 
dangerous  War. 

'  But  tills,  Sir,  is  rot  the  only  Objeftion  agalnfl  the  A- 
rncndment  propofed  ;  for  though  all  the  Nations  cf  Europe 
lire  equally  conceriiijd  with  us   in   preferving  the  Balance  of 
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(  H  ) 
Power,  yet  fbme  of  them  may  be  blind  to  their  own  Inte- 
rert  ;  nay,  it  is  very  probable  f(;me  of  them  always  will  ; 
and  are  we  to  neglcd  what  is  neceiEiry  for  our  own  Security, 
or  to  refiife  contributitig  any  Thing  towards  preferving  or 
reftoring  the  Balance  of  l"ower,  becaufe  every  one  of  the 
other  Parties  concerned  will  not  contribute  their  proportion- 
able Share  ?  This,  in  my  Opinion,  would  be  a  very  odd 
Sort  of  Maxim  for  us  to  lay  down  ;  it  is  fach  a  one  as  I 
hope  will  never  be  infiled  on  in  the  Councils  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Suppofe,  for  Example,  our  Neighbours,  the  .States 
General,  fliould  be  fo  blind  to  the  real  Interelt  of  tiicir 
Country,  as  to  look  quietly  on  till  they  faw  any  one  of  the 
Powers  of  Europe  extend  their  Conquells  fo  far,  as  to  be 
able  to  give  the  Lav/  to  all  the  reft  ;  would  that  be  a  Rea- 
fon  for  our  behaving  in  the  fame  Manner  ?  No,  Sir,  let 
our  Neighbours  do  what  they  will,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us 
to  look  in  Time  to  our  own  Security  ;  and  I  hope  we  fnall 
always  be  ready  to  do  what  our  Honour  and  our  Safety  may 
require,  upon  every  fuch  Occafion  j  for  if  ever  '.ve  lliould 
refolve  to  put  ourfelves  to  no  Ciiarges  for  prefervrng  the 
Balance  of  Power,  unlefs  the  States  General,  or  r,ny  other 
Nation  in  Europe,  would  agree  to  join  with  us,  and  to 
bear  a  proportionable  Share  of  the  Evpeuce,  we  fliould  from 
that  Moment  become  dependent  upon  that  other  State,  and 
confequently  fliould  be  neglected  and  defpifed  by  all  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe. 

*  Therefore,  Sir,  as  the  Amendment  propofed  tends,  in 
my  Opinion,  towards  fhewing  a  Diihdence  in  his  iMajcily's 
Condudl ;  and  as  it  tends  towards  placii'g  this  Nation  in  a  Sort 
of  Dependency  upon  other  Powers,  I  caniiot  but  be  againil 
it.' 

To  the  above  it  was  replied  by  the  fame  Members,  v/ho 
were  for  the  Amendment,  as  follows  : 
Mr  Speaker, 

*  Although  I  have  h".d  the  Ilonour  to  be  long;  a  Member 
of  this  HoLife,  }'ct  1  f  •id  I  never  knew  the  wiiole  of  my 
Duty  till  this  Duy ;  for  I  always  imagined  that  we  met  here 
to  do  Bufinefs,  and  not  to  make  Compliments.  I  fnal!  never 
be  agiinll  exprefling  our  Loyalty  and  our  Fidelity  to  our 
Sovereign,  uj-on  every  proper  Occallon  j  becaufe  I  take  it 
to  be  no  Complinien!-,  I  take  it  to  b*  our  Duty,  and  im.- 
jiicmcrial  Cuilom  has  eflabli'lied  it  as  fich,  at  the  B'ginning 
of  every  Seffion  of  Parliament ;  but  to  applaud  his  Maje- 
fty's  Wifdom,  his  Goodnef,  and  his  tender  Regard  for  his 
People  in  every  Part  of  liis  Conduct,  which  he  may  be 
pleafed  to  mention  in  his  Speech,  is  a  Method  of  exprciling 
ouiiclvcs  which  ought  indeed  to  be  called  Complimentir.g  ; 
i:  can  be   c:djed   nothing  cll^;,  becaul'c  i;  cannot  be  f  nccre, 
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when  we  beflow  thofe  high  Epithets  upon  what  we  know  Anno  8.  Geo,  ii. 
nothing  about.  This,  indeed,  I  never  before  underltood  to  .  ^^ZJ^^'i!" 
be  any  Part  of  our  Duty,  and  I  am  fure  the  Cuftom  is  not 
immemorial ;  for  if  Gentlemen  will  look  but  a  very  little 
"Way  back  in  our  Journals  they  will  fee  when  it  began  ;  and  I 
muii:  fay,  I  am  ferry  it  was  ever  begun  ;  for,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, it  derogates  h'ghly  from  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 
Parliament,  and  from  that  Sincerity  and  Simplicity,  for 
which  this  Nation  was,  in  ancient  Times,  fo  defervedly 
famous. 

'  The  honourable  Gentlemen  appear  under  a  great  Con- 
cern for  thofe  who  have  the  Honour  to  ferve  the  Crown  : 
Perhaps  my  Concern  for  them  is  not  fo  great ;  and  for  this 
Reafon  it  may  be,  that  I  do  not  think  their  Taftc  fo  hard  j 
I  confefs  that  when  I  obferve  any  Modelly  in  them,  I  am 
apt  enough  to  fufpecl  that  it  proceeds  from  Confcioufnefs 
of  Guilt,  rather  than  from  Confciouihefs  of  Merit  ;  and  in 
their  Moiions  for  AddrelTes  they  have  of  late  fo  very  feldom 
Ihewn  any  Modelly,  that  I  v/as  furprized  to  find  tlie  leaft 
Appearance  of  it  upon  the  prefent  Occafion.  However, 
Sir,  it  cannot  be  faid  that  the  Modelly  they  have  now  faewn 
is  in  any  Degree  exceffive  ;  for  as  the  Speeches  from  the 
Throne  are,  by  the  Cuftom  of  Parliament,  fuppofed  to  be 
Speeches  from  the  Minillers  ;  and  as  his  Majciiy''s  Conduft, 
when  it  comes  to  be  confider'd  in  this  Koufe,  is  always  fup- 
pofed to  be  the  Condud:  of  his  Minilters,  I  cannot  allow 
that  thofe,  who  propofe  that  we  fhould  talk  fo  mr.ch  in 
cur  Addrefs  of  their  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  and  of  their 
tender  Regard  for  the  publick  Repofe  and  Tranquility, 
have  teftified  any  excefiive  Degree  of  Modefty,  though  it 
may  perhaps  appear  to  be  a  little  more  than  what  has  lately 
been  ufual  upon  fuch  Occafions.  If  tiie  Gentlemen  had  been 
pleafed  to  have  left  cut  the  two  Paragraphs  in  which  thefe 
Compliments  are  contained,  their  Tvlodelly  furcly  would 
have  been  greater,  and  their  Tafk  would  certainly  have  been 
caher,  becaufe  the  Motion  would  have  beenlhortcr  ;  and  I  am 
convinced  it  would  have  given  more  Satisfadlion  to  the  Majori- 
ty of  the  Nation,  and  I  hope,  to  the  Majority  of  th;s  Houle. 

'  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  I  am  not  a  little  furprized  to  hear 
any  Gentleman  undertake  to  fhcw,  that  neither  of  the 
two  Paragraphs  found  Fault  with,  contain  an  Ei'Cor.iiurn  up- 
on any  Minillcr,  or  an  Approbation  of  any  AitaTuic  :  I  ;v'.n 
perfuaded,  every  Man  without  Doors  tiiu  ic.uis  thtm  will 
tii'.nk  otherwise  ;  nay,  I  am  convinced,  th;:t  i.Il  taoi'.-,  v  h<; 
arc  not  acquainted  with  oar  modern  I\chncrnerjt';  in  Po:'lu,:.s, 
will  think  that  v/c  co'.iid  not  with  wny  Sincoriiy  '..xpie; ,  cut  • 
felvcs  fo,  without  Jir:vii.g  li."cn  nnide  nc.;i-;.';;t!;u  \\'<ti\  -M 
iatc  Meafurci  reluur^^  tg  v7ar  or  I'tac*'    iv  :c  to 'hv  ;J,I' 
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Anno  s.  Ceo.  II.  fee  that  they  defeivcd  thofe  fine  Epl(het3  we  are  to  givtf 
them:  They  will  not  confider  that  tl.efe  fine  Expreflions  are 
defigned  only  as  Compliments,  and  therefore  do  not  require 
any  Sincerity. 

'  As  to  the  firft  Paragraph,  the  honourable  Gentleman  has 
acknowledged,  that  if  the  Words  too  precipitately  had  not 
been  pjt  in,  it  would  have  been  a  Declaration,  at  leall,  that 
it  was  neither  necefTary  nor  incumbent  upon  us  to  engage  in 
the  War,  which  was  a  Declaration  this  lioufe  could  not  de- 
cently m.ike,  without  knowing  ibmething  more  of  our  late 
Tranfaftions  than  have  been  yet  communicated  to  us :  And  an 
honourable  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  before  him,  has  fhewed, 
I  think,  to  a  Demonltration,  that  the  putting  of  thofe  Words 
in  our  Addrefs  will  carry  an  Infinuation,  which  I  hope  no 
Man  will  apply  to  his  Majclly,  whatever  may  be  done  with 
relpeft  to  the  Minillers :  But  the  Paragraph,  even  with  thefe 
Words,  imports  a  Declaration  from  us,  that  it  would  have 
been  precipitate,  it  would  have  been  rafh,  to  have  involved 
the  Nation  in  War  before  this  Time  ;  which  is  a  Declarati- 
on we  cannot,  in  my  Opinion,  make,  without  more  Lights 
than  we  have  at  prefent  before  us  :  But  fuppofe  that  we  are 
convinced  of  the  Truth  of  this  Declaration,  what  are  we 
then  to  do  ?  We  arc  to  acknowledge  his  IVIajefl:y''s  Wifdom 
and  Goodnefs,  or  rather  the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  his 
Minillers,  in  not  having  been  guilty  of  a  rafh  Aftion  ;  and 
whether  i'uch  an  Acknowledgment  be  confiltent  with  the 
Dignity  of  this  Houfe,  or  even  with  common  Senfe,  I  mull 
leave  to  Gentlemen  to  judge  ? 

'  With  regard  to  the  other  Paragraph,  allow  me  to  fup- 
pofe, Sir,  that  we  were  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  or  other- 
wife,  obliged  in  Honour  to  fend  immediate  Succours  to  the 
Emperor,  would  it  not  look  very  odd  in  us,  to  make  our  Ac- 
knowledgments to  thofe  who  advifed  his  Majclly  to  inter- 
yofe  only  as  a  Mediator,  when  he  Was  in  Honour  obliged 
to  engage  as  a  Party  in  the  Difpute  ?  Let  me  fuppofe  again, 
that  there  were  ieveral  Difputes  and  Differences  fubfilting 
between  this  Nation  and  any  one  of  the  Parties  concerned  in 
the  prefent  War,  which  Difputes  and  Differences  we  had  no 
Hopes  of  accommodating  in  a  friendly  Manner  ;  and  which 
were  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  could  not  be  given  np,  without  in- 
juring both  the  Honour  and  the  Intereii  of  the  Nation  :  In 
fuch  a  Cafe,  could  we  have  had  a  more  proper  Opportunity 
to  vindicate  our  Honour  and  our  juft  Rights  ?  and  if  fo,  can 
we  make  any  Acknowledgments  to  thofe  who  have  ad"ifed 
his  Majelly  not  to  lay  hold  of  fuch  a  fair  Opportunity  ? 
Then,  as  to  our  Concert  with  the  Dutch,  whether  there 
has  been  any  fuch  or  not,  does  not,  I  am  furc,  appear  from 
any  publick  Step  they  have  taken  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not 
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fee  how  we  can  make  our  Acknowledgments  on  that  Account :  '^'"'°  *>'^'°  "' 
1  hope,  however,  it  is  fo ;  I  hope  they  have  afted  in  every 
Thing  in  Concert  with  us,  as  well  as  we  have  done  with 
them.  I  believe  it  is  their  Interell  as  well  as  ours  to  aft  in 
that  Manner  ;  but  a  Nation  may  miftake  its  own  Intereft, 
and  therefore  I  may  fuppofe  that  they  have  been  from  the 
very  Beginning  of  this  War,  and  even  before  it  broke  out, 
engaged  in  a  feparate  Interell  ;  if  fo,  can  we  make  any  Ac- 
knowledgments to  thofe  who  have  advifed  his  Majefty  to  con- 
cert any  Meafures  with  them  ?  All  thefe  Suppofitions  may 
be  true,  for  what  we  know  ;  and  yet  by  agreeing  to  this 
Paragraph  we  muft  prefume  every  one  of  them  to  be  falfe, 
otherwife  we  muft  appear  to  be  inconfiftent  with  ourfelves. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  even  to  take  thefe  two  Paragraphs  in  the 
Senfe  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  put  upon  them, 
we  muft  fuppofe  we  were  no  way  engaged,  either  in  Honour 
or  Intereft,  to  take  a  Share  in  the  prefent  War  ;  that  it 
would  have  been  precipitate  and  rafli  in  us  to  have  engaged 
in  it,  and  that  the  Dutch  are  engaged  in  the  fame  Interelt, 
and  have  afted  in  every  Thing  in  Concert  with  us  ;  which 
are  Suppofitions  we  have  not,  I  am  afraid,  any  great  Reafon 
to  make  :  But  our  Conftituents,  the  People  who  fent  us  hi- 
ther, and  whofe  good  Opinion  we  ought  to  preferve,  will 
go  farther  :  They  will,  from  thefe  two  Paragraphs  in  our 
Addrefs,  fuppofe,  that  the  Meafures  purfued  by  the  Mini- 
fters,  for  procuring  Peace  and  Accommodation,  have  been 
wife  and  good  ;  that  the  Plan  of  Peace  is  fuch  a  one  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  that  the  moft  prudent  Meafures  have  been 
taken  to  make  it  effeftual ;  and  if  they  Ihould  afterwards  find 
themfelves  miftaken,  what  Opinion  can  they  have  of  our 
Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  ?  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  but  a  poor 
Excufe,  to  an  honeft,  fincere  Country-Gentleman,  that  he  is 
never  to  look  for  Sincerity  in  the  Addreffes  of  this  Houfe, 
and  that  we  never  mean  any  Thing  but  Compliment  by  any 
general  Expreflions  in  them. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  think  it  will  appear,  that 
both  our  Ignorance  and  our  Sufpicions  are  good  Arguments 
againft  our  making  fuch  high  Compliments  to  the  Mjnifters , 
for  it  is  upon  them  thefe  Compliments  are,  by  the  Cultom 
of  Parliament,  prefumed  to  be  beftowed  :  His  Majefty  has 
no  Concern  in  the  Debate,  and  therefore  we  may  treat  the 
Subjeft  with  the  more  Freedom.  Our  Ignorance,  as  to  all 
our  late  Tranfaftions,  is  very  great,  and  if  future  Purliamcncs 
fhould  be  always  of  the  fame  Opinion  thelaft  was  of,  we  are 
like  to  remain  for  ever  in  the  moft  profound  Ignorai;ce  ;  for 
I  did  not  hear  one  Argument  made  Ufe  of  in  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment againft  the  Motions  then  made,  for  fome  Iiifight  iiito 
our  Foreign  Affairs,  but  what  will  for  ever  be  a*;  ftrong  as  k 
Vol.  IV.  C  w.-^ 
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was  at  that  Time  :  Tlie  Motions  tlien  made  were  not  for  a 
Difcovery  of  any  of  the  Tranfadions  then  upon  the  Anvil  : 
Thcfe  Motions  were  only  for  fomc  Papers,  relating  to  Tran- 
faftions  that  had  been  quite  finiflied  fevcral  Years  before  ; 
and  the  only  Reafon  I  heard  given  for  refufing  us  that  Fa- 
vour was,  that  the  publifliing  of  fuch  Papers,  the  difcover- 
lug  of  fuch  Tranfadions,  might  open  old  Sores,  they  might 
relate  fome  way  or  another  to  the  prefent  Tranfaftions,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  proper  they  lliould  be  laid  before  us ; 
nay,  we  were  not  fo  much  as  allowed  to  call  for  them,  in  or- 
der to  have  had  that  Anfwer  from  his  Majefty,  from  whom 
only  it  was  proper  for  this  Houfe  to  take  any  fuch  Anfwer. 
A.C  this  Rate,  Sir,  we  Pnall  never  have  any  Account  of  the 
Tranfaclions  of  any  Minifter  'till  fome  new  Favourite  Harts 
up,  and  refolves  to  difgrace  h'u.  Predeceffor,  by  expofmg 
the  Wickednefs  or  the  Folly  of  his  Conduft. 

'  That  our  late  Conduft  has  not  been  quite  fo  prudent 
is,  I  am  fure,  very  much  fufpcfted  by  the  Generality  of  the 
Nation,  wliatever  it  may  be  bv  tlic  Majority  of  this  Houfe. 
%Ve  have  been  long  annifed,  Sir,  we  have  had  a  great  deal 
of  Patience,  but  it  is  nor,  Sir,  that  Sort  of  People,  meant 
by  the  honourable  Gentlemen,  who  have  been  fo  am^ufed : 
It  is  not  theDifalTe^Sled,  the  Enemies  to  his  Majefty's  Family 
and  the  prefent  happy  Eitablifhmerit,  who  have  been  obliged 
to  have  Patience  ;  no,  Sir,  fuch  Men  are,  I  believe,  glad  to 
fee  fuch  Meafures  purfued  :  It  is  thofe  who  are  well  affeded 
towards  his  Majefty,  thofe  who  are  real  Friends  to  the  pre- 
fent Ellablifhment,  who  have  been  lately  amufed,  and  it 
muit  be  acknowledged  they  have  had  a  great  deal  of  Pa- 
tience. That  the  Nation  has  been  affronted,  that  cur  Trade 
has  been  interrupted,  that  our  jMcrchants  have  been  plun- 
dered, and  our  Seamen  m.oft  cruelly  ufed,  are  Fafts  not  to 
be  controverted.  Whether  they  have  proceeded  from  the 
ambitious  Projccls  of  foreign  Coarts,  or  from  the  Blunders 
of  fom.e  of  our  own  People  at  home,  is  a  Quellion  this  Houfe 
O'jglit  to  look  into  ;  and  for  that  Purpofe  we  ought  to  infill 
up'.n  having  all  necelTary  Lights  laid  before  us.  But  for  the 
picfcnt,  I  fnall  fuppcfe,  that  they  have  all  proceeded  from 
ti.e  ambitious  Projtft?  of  foreign  Courts  :  What  Satisfac- 
tion then  have  v.'e  obtained  for  the  Infults  and  Indignities 
we  have  fuffo ;cd  ■  'What  Reparation  have  our  Merchants 
int  for  the  Lclies  thty  have  fultained  ?  Is  this  Nation 
brought  fo  low,  that  we  mufl  fubmit  to  fuffer,  to  be  difturb- 
eJ,  by  the  ambitious  Projects  of  foreign  Court?,  without 
daring  once  to  infjft  upon  an  adequate  Satisfadion,  a  full  Re- 
paration ?  I  hope  not,  Sir  ;  and  'ti'l  an  adequate  Satisfaftion 
and  full  Reparation  be  obtained,  I  Ihall  not  be  ready  to 
agree  to   pafi  Compliments  upon  our  late  Conduft.     If  we 

have 
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Jiave  met  with  fo  few  or  fo  fmall  Diilurbances,  if"  cur  Trade  Anno  s.  Ofo.  n. 
has  fo  greatly  increafed,  what  Advantage  hath  the  publick 
reaped  from  the  happy  State  we  have  been  in  ?  What  Part 
of  the  publick  Debts  have  we  difchaiged  ?  What  Taxes 
have  we  relieved  the  People  from  ? ,  Surely,  Sir,  if  we  have 
been  for  fo  many  Years  in  fuch  a  happy  State,  a  great  Part 
of  our  Debts  might  have  been  difcharged,  and  feveral  of 
our  molt  grievous  Taxes  taken  ofF.  But  the  Facl  is  other- 
wife  ;  we  have  been  every  Year  keeping  up  great  Armies, 
fitting  out  great  Fleets,  and  putting  the  Nation  to  a  valt 
Expence.  In  fhort,  Sir,  we  have  been  for  thefe  feveral 
Years  in  a  very  odd  Sort  of  State;  we  have  had  War  without 
Hoftilities,  and  Peace  without  Quiet  ;  and  while  the  Na- 
tion continues  in  the  fame  mongrel  Sort  of  State,  fhall  this 
Houfe  pafs  high  Compliments  on  the  Conduft  of  our  Mi- 
nillers  ? 

*  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  the  Amendment  offered  will  fliew 
a  Diffidence  in  his  Majefty's  Conduft,  is  to  tell  this  Houfe, 
that  we  muft  never  recommend  any  Meafures  to  our  Sove- 
reign, or  rather  to  the  Minifters  of  our  Sovereign-;  which 
is  a  Maxim  no  Member  of  this  Houfe  will,  I  hope,  admit 
of  Surely,  Sir,  we  are  not  to  negleft  our  Duty  to  our 
Country,  or  to  our  King,  for  fear  of  giving  foreign  Courts 
Caufe  to  think  that  we  have  a  Diffidence  in  his  Majeily's 
Condufl :  Such  Sarmifes  we  arc  always  to  difregard,  even 
tho'  the  Nation  were  in  much  greater  Danger  than  if  is  at 
prefent ;  and  for  this  we  have  many  Precedents,  but  one  I 
fhall  take  Notice  of,  which  I  think  direftly  to  the  Point.  I 
believe  it  will  be  granted,  that  in  the  Year  1702  this  Na- 
tion was  in  greater  Danger  than  it  can  be  fuppofed  at  pre- 
fent ;  v/e  had  then  adlually  declared  War  againll  France 
and  Spain,  who  had  at  that  Time  in  Alliance  with  them 
the  King  of  Portugal,  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  the  Duke  oi 
Bavaria,  whereas  we  had  none  but  the  Emperor  and  the 
Dutch  ;  yet  in  that  Year  this  Houfe  not  only  recommend- 
ed to  the  late  Queen,  to  prevail  with  the  Dutch  to  prohibit 
Trade  with  France  and  Spain  ;  but  aftually  made  it  one  of 
the  Conditions  of  the  Power  they  gave  her  to  augment  her 
Forces,  and  that  no  foreign  Troops  (lie  Ihould  take  into  her 
Service,  Ihould  enter  into  EngliHi  Pay  'till  that  Condition 
was  complied  with.  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  Houfe  was 
then  told,  that  fuch  a  Recommendation,  much  more  fuch 
a  Condition  annexed  to  this  Grant,  would  fhew  a  Miilrull 
in  her  Majefty's  Conduft  ;  but  they  thought  it  their  Duty 
to  do  fo,  and  therefore  they  had  no  Regard  to  fuch  Infi- 
nuations;  and  we  all  know,  that  their  Behaviour  was  attend- 
ed with   no  bad  Confequence. 

C  2  '  Tne 
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Anro_8.  Ceo.  II,   <«  Honour  and  Intereft  of  My  Crown   anrd   People  (hall 
l_,  —  -',  J  "  be  the  Rule  and  Guide  of    all    My   Actions  and   Re- 
"  folutions." 

Motion,  in  the  Feiniarv  7.  The  Houfe  being  in  a  Grand  Committee  on 

(-tmiid  CoiTiiTiiltcc  . 

on  tho  siipp;y,fOT  the  Supply,  a  Motion  was  made,  That  30,000  Men  be  em- 
IS'lor  t]ie'™v  ploy 'd  for  the  Sea-Service  for  the  enfijing  Year  :  But  fome 
Members  declaring  that  they  thought  zo,ooo  Men  fufficient, 
a  great  Debate  enfued  ;  and  the  Motion  for  30,000  Men 
was  fupported  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr  Horatio  Walpole, 
and  Mr  Oglethorpe  as  follows : 
Mr  Speaker, 
*  With  refpeft  to  the  Queflion  now  before  us,  I  hope 
no  Gentleman  expects,  that  for  his  Satisfaftion  his  Majefty 
fhould  be  obliged  to  difclofe  to  this  Houfe  all  the  Secrets  of 
his  Government,  all  the  Negotiations  he  is  now  carrying 
on  with  foreign  Powers,  and  ail  the  private  Informations  he 
may  have  received,  in  relation  to  the  Views  and  Defigns 
of  the  feveral  Powers  now  engaged  in  War  :  Nor  can  it  be 
expelled  that  his  Majelly  fliould  now  declare  pofitiveiy  to 
us  what  he  is  refolved  to  do,  in  relation  to  his  engaging 
or  not  engaging  in  the  preient  War  :  If  any  fuch  Thing 
could  be  done,  I  believe  it  would  very  foon  put  an  End 
to  the  Queftion,  but  no  i'uch  Thing  has  ever  yet  been  prac- 
tifed,  nor  has  this  Houfe  ever  thought  fuch  a  Pradlice  ne- 
ceiTiiry,  for  inducing  them  to  agree  to  any  Demand  made 
by  the  Crown,  and  I  hope  it  never  will.  For  if  ever  this 
ihoald  come  to  be  thought  neceflary,  it  would  lay  this  Na- 
tion under  a  very  grea:  Difadvantage  ;  becaufe  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  what  is  once  difclofed,  in  fuch  a  numerous 
AiTenibly,  fhould  continue  long  a  Secret ;  from  whence  this 
Inconvenience  would  necelTanly  enfue,  that  foreign  Powers 
might,  at  all  Time?,  proceed  with  great  Secrecy  in  their 
Meafures,  for  the  Dellrudion  or  DiTiurbance  of  this  Nation, 
while  ue  could  do  nothing  to  annoy  our  Enemies,  nor  even 
be  provided  for  our  ov/n  Defence,  but  iu  the  moil  open  and 
publick  Manner.  Nay,  if  our  King  Ihould  at  any  Time 
get  Information  of  the  Defigns  of  our  Enemies,  he  would 
be  obliged  to  difcover  to  this  Houfe,  that  is  to  fay,  he 
vv'vould  ho  obliged  to  tell  our  Eneraies,  from  whom  he  had 
that  Information,  and  en  fuch  a  Siipnofition  'tis  certain  no 
Inf::rmation  would  ever  be  given  to  ur. ;  we  could  never 
Jiiiow  any  Thing  of  the  fecret  Deilgr;-  of  our  Enemies,  till 
the  very  Moment  of  their  Execution  ;  and  therefore  v/e 
niufl:  conclude,  that  fuch  a  Maxim  in  this  Houfe  would  be 
.^bfolutelv  inconfiflent  with  the  Safety  of  our  Country.  For 
u.u  Reafon  we  mufi,  iu  the  prr;ftrnt  Caf.^  and  in  .'Ji  (uch 
CrJ'e-,  tjke  the  A'-giment  entirely  liCiii  \\\:^'.  .'ppe^.r-  in  his 
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Majefty's  Speech,  and  from  thofe  publick  Account?,  which  Anns  s.  Geo.  it. 
are  known  to  every  Gentleman  m  the  Houfp.  Upon  this 
Footing,  Sir,  and  upon  none  other,  fhall  I  preiume  to  give 
my  Reafons  for  agreeing  to  the  Augmentation  propoied  ; 
and,  indeed,  upon  this  Footing  the  Reafons  are,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, fo  evident  and  fo  ftrong,  that  there  is  no  Occafion 
for  inquiring  into  any  Secrets,  in  order  to  find  other  Rea- 
fons for  our  agreeing  to  this  Augmentation.  From  what 
has  as  yet  appeared  we  are  not,  'tis  true,  obliged  to  engage 
in  the  prefent  War  ;  for  as  the  Motives,  or  at  leaft  the  pre- 
tended Motives  of  the  War,  relate  entirely  to  the  Affair 
of  Poland  ;  and  as  that  is  an  Affair  in  which  the  Intereft 
of  this  Nation  is  no  Way  concerned,  we  are  not  obliged  to 
engage  in  the  War  upon  that  Account :  The  Emperor  has, 
indeed,  called  upon  us  for  the  Succours,  which  he  pretends 
are  ftipulated  by  the  Treaties  fubfifling  between  us ;  but  as 
we  are  not,  by  any  Treaty,  engaged  to  fupport  either  one 
Party  or  the  other  in  Poland,  or  to  fupport  his  Imperial 
Majefty  in  his  Views  relating  to  that  Kingdom,  therefore 
we  do  not  think  ourfelves  obliged,  by  any  Treaty  fubfifting 
between  us,  to  furnifh  him  with  Succours  in  a  War,  which 
has  been  occafioned,  as  is  pretended  at  leaft,  meerly  by  the 
prefent  Difpute  about  the  EletSlion  of  a  King  of  Poland. 
If  we  were  abfolutely  certain,  that  the  Motives  affigned 
were  the  real  and  the  only  Motives  for  the  prefent  War  ; 
if  we  had  a  full  AiTurance  that  the  Parties  engaged  would 
carry  their  Views  no  farther,  I  fhould  readily  grant  that 
there  would  have  been  no  Occafion  for  our  putting  ourfelves 
to  any  Expence,  nor  would  there  be  now  any  Neceffity  for 
the  Augmentation  propofed  ;  but  this  is  what  we  neither 
could  at  the  Beginning,  nor  can  yet  depend  on.  Foreign 
Courts  may  have  fecret  Views  which  cannot  be  immediately 
difcovered  ;  but  his  Majefty,  by  cfFering  to  interpofe  his 
good  Offices,  has  taken  the  moft  effeftual  Method  for  difco- 
vering  the  fecret  Views  of  all  the  Parties  concerned  ;  and 
if,  by  the  Interpofition  of  his  good  Offices  he  ftiould  dif~ 
cover,  that  either  of  tke  Parties  engaged  in  War  will  ac- 
cept  of  no  reafonable  Terms,  we  may  from  thence  conclude, 
that  the  Affair  of  Poland  was  not  the  only  and  real  Motive 
for  the  War  ;  but  that  under  that  Pretence  there  was  a 
Defign  formed  to  overturn  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  ; 
in  which  Cafe  we  fhould  be  obliged,  both  in  Honour  ard 
Intereft,  as  well  as  by  Treaty,  not  only  to  take  a  Share  in 
the  War,  but  to  join  with  all  our  Foree  againft  that  Party, 
who  we  found  had  formed  fuch  a  Defign. 

*  In  the  Formation  of  every  Defign  for  overturning  the 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  the  Party  that  forms  it  muft 
X)Ot  only  have  great  Ambition,  but,  before  he  dares  attempt 
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AnroS.  Ceo.  ti.   «  Honour  and  Intercft  of  My   Crown   nnd    People   flial! 

"  be  the  Rule  and  Guide  of    all    My   Adions   and    Re- 
"  folutions." 


ITU-'f- 


Motion,  in  the  February  7.  The  Houfc  being  in  a  Grand  Committee  on 

on  ti!'- bai'i'.'.y"f^  the  Supply,  a  Motion  was  made,  That  30,000  Men  be  em- 
Tii'Mo? tDs^-  ploy'd  for  the  Sea-Service  for  the  enflaing  Year:  But  fome 
Y'r''''.',*^ '  ''^'■'  Members  declaring  that  they  thought  zo,ooo  Men  fufficient, 
a  €^reat  Debate  eiifued  ;  and  the  Motion  for  30,000  Men 
?rR^varcX  ^"^'^^  fupported  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr  Horatio  Walpole, 
Mr  h'.  w  .ii.^oie'.  and  Mr  Oglethorpe  as  follows : 
Mr  Speaker, 
'  With  refpeft  to  the  Qnellion  now  before  us,  I  hope 
no  Gentleman  expects,  that  for  his  Satisfaflion  his  Majefty 
ihould  be  obliged  to  difclofe  to  this  Hoafe  all  the  Secrets  of 
his  Government,  all  the  Negotiations  he  is  now  carrying 
on  with  foreign  Power?,  and  ail  the  private  Informations  he 
may  have  received,  in  relation  to  the  Views  and  Defigns 
of  tlie  fcveral  Powers  now  engaged  in  War  :  Nor  can  it  be 
expeded  that  his  Majelly  fliould  now  declare  pofitively  to 
■us  what  he  is  refolved  to  do,  in  relation  to  his  engaging 
or  not  engaging  in  the  preient  War  :  If  any  fuch  Thing 
could  be  done,  I  believe  it  would  very  foon  put  an  End 
to  the  Qiieftion,  but  no  iuch  Thing  has  ever  yet  been  prac- 
tifed,  nor  has  this  Houfe  ever  thought  fuch  a  Pradice  ne- 
cefTary,  for  inducing  them  to  agree  to  any  Demand  made 
by  the  Crown,  and  I  hope  it  never  will.  For  if  ever  this 
fhould  come  to  be  thought  necefTary,  it  would  lay  this  Na- 
tion under  a  very  grent  Difadvantage  ;  becaufe  it  cannot  be 
expelled  that  what  is  once  difclofed,  in  fuch  a  numerous 
Allenibly,  Ihoald  continue  Jong  a  Secret ;  from  whence  this 
Inconvenience  would  nccelTarily  enfue,  that  foreign  Powers 
iright.  at  all  Time;,  proceed  with  great  Secrecy  in  their 
Metifurer,  for  the  Dellruflion  or  Dillurbance  of  this  Nation, 
vhiie  we  could  do  notliing  to  annoy  our  Enemies,  nor  even 
be  provided  for  our  ov.'n  Defence,  but  iu  the  moft  open  and 
publ:ci<  Manner.  Nay,  if  our  King  ihould  at  any  Time 
get  Intbrmation  of  the  Defigns  of  our  Enemies,  he  would 
be  obliged  to  difcover  to  this  Houfe,  that  is  to  fay,  he 
v%o  jld  he  obliged  to  tell  our  Enemies,  from  whom  he  had 
that  I.nformation,  and  en  fuch  a  Suppofition  'tis  certain  no 
Inrcr-Tiation  would  cvrr  be  given  to  ur;  ;  we  could  never 
;<!.-,\v  any  Thing  of  tlie  fecret  Dengn=  of  oar  Enemies,  till 
-;."■  very  Moment  of  their  Execution  ;  and  therefore  we 
r.j'.f^  conclude,  that  fuch  a  Maxim  in  this  Houfe  would  be 
r^Si'olutelv  inconliflent  with  the  Safetv  of  our  Country.  For 
t,,;,  i<^c-\(nn  we  mull,  in  the  pr^rfcnc  eaR%  and  in  all  fuch 
■_i'f-,  take  th?  A'-g  .ineni  cntireiv  l'i-:;it  uiu:  .j2-'pe;.r-  ia  his 
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Majefty's  Speech,  and  from  thofe  publick  Account?,  which  Anns  g.  Geo.  n. 
are  known  to  every  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe.  Upon  this  .  ^"^l^'l 
Footing,  Sir,  and  upon  none  other,  fhall  I  prefume  to  give 
my  Reafons  for  agreeing  to  the  Augmentation  propoied  ; 
and,  indeed,  upon  this  Footing  the  Reafons  are,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, fo  evident  and  fo  ilrong,  that  there  is  no  Occafion 
for  inquiring  into  any  Secrets,  in  order  to  find  other  Rea- 
fons for  our  agreeing  to  this  Augmentation.  From  what 
has  as  yet  appeared  we  are  not,  'tis  true,  obliged  to  engage 
in  the  prefent  War  ;  for  as  the  Motives,  or  at  leaft  the  pre- 
tended IVIotives  of  the  War,  relate  entirely  to  the  Affair 
of  Poland  ;  and  as  that  is  an  Affair  in  which  the  Intereft 
of  this  Nation  is  no  Way  concerned,  we  are  not  obliged  to 
engage  in  the  War  upon  that  Account :  The  Emperor  has, 
indeed,  called  upon  us  for  the  Succours,  which  he  pretends 
are  ftipulated  by  the  Treaties  fubfifting  between  us ;  but  as 
we  are  not,  by  any  Treaty,  engaged  to  fupport  either  one 
Party  or  the  other  in  Poland,  or  to  fupport  his  Imperial 
Majefty  in  his  Views  relating  to  that  Kingdom,  therefore 
we  do  not  think  ourfelves  obliged,  by  any  Treaty  fubfifting 
between  us,  to  furnifh  him  with  Succours  in  a  War,  which 
has  been  occaiioned,  as  is  pretended  at  leaft,  meeriy  by  the 
prefent  Difpute  about  the  Election  of  a  King  of  Poland. 
If  we  were  abfolutely  certain,  that  the  Motives  affigned 
were  the  real  and  the  only  Motives  for  the  prefent  War  ; 
if  we  had  a  full  Affurance  that  the  Parties  engaged  would 
carry  their  Views  no  farther,  I  fhould  readily  grant  that 
there  would  have  been  no  Occafion  for  our  putting  ourfelves 
to  any  Expence,  nor  would  there  be  now  any  Neceffity  for 
the  Augmentation  propofed  ;  but  this  is  what  we  neither 
could  at  the  Beginning,  nor  can  yet  depend  on.  Foreign 
Courts  may  have  fecret  Views  which  cannot  be  immediately 
difcovered  ;  but  his  Majeily,  by  offering  to  interpofe  his 
good  Offices,  has  taken  the  moft  effeftual  Method  for  difco- 
vering  the  fecret  Views  of  all  the  Parties  concerned  ;  and 
if,  by  the  Interpofition  of  his  good  Offices  he  fhould  dif- 
cover,  that  either  of  the  Parties  engaged  in  War  will  ac- 
cept of  no  reafonable  Terms,  we  may  from  thence  conclude, 
that  the  Affair  of  Poland  was  not  the  only  and  real  Motive 
for  the  War  ;  but  that  under  that  Pretence  there  was  a 
Defign  formed  to  overturn  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  ; 
in  which  Cafe  we  fhould  be  obliged,  both  in  Honour  and 
Interefi-,  as  v/ell  as  by  Treaty,  not  only  to  take  a  Share  in 
the  War,  but  to  join  with  all  our  Foree  againft  that  P.ir^y, 
V/ho  we  found  had  formed  fuch  a  Defign. 

*  In  the  Formation  of  every  Defign  for  overturning  the 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  the  Party  that  forms  it  muft 
Ttot  only  have  great  Ambition,  b'Jt,  before  he  dares  attempt 
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Aftiio  8.  Geo.  II.  to  put  It  in  Exccutioii,  he  muft  have  fome  Hopes  of  Succefs ; 
The  Ambition  of  our  Neighbours,  Sir,  is  what  we  cannot 
prevent,  but  we  may,  by  proper  Precautions  feafonably  taken, 
deprive  them  of  all  Hopes  of  Succefs ;  and  by  fo  doing  we 
fhall  always  prevent  their  attempting  to  put  their  Defign  in 
Execution.     From  this  Maxim  we  may  fee  the  Wifdom  of 
the   Meafures   taken  laft  Year  :  His  Majefty  did  not  find 
himfelf  obliged  to  take  any  Share  in  the  War,  but  as  the 
Ambition  of  either    of  the  Parties  engaged  might  at  laft 
involve  this  Nation  in  the  War  ;  therefore  he  ofFerM  to 
interpofe   his  good  Offices  for  bringing  about  an   Accom- 
modation :  Whatever  might  have  been  the  Views  of  the 
Parties  engaged  at  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  yet  upon  fee- 
ing this  Nation  put  itfelf  in  fuch  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  they 
all  thought  proper  to  drop  any  ambitious  Views  they  might 
then  entertain,  by  accepting  of  the  good  Offices  his  Ma- 
jefty had  offered :  Their  ready  Compliance  in  this  refpeft, 
can  be  attributed  to  nothing  but  the  Preparations  we  made 
lalt  Year,  and  the  Powers  that  were  granted  by  laft  SeiTton 
of  Parliament  to  his  Majefty  ;  for  by   thefe  we  deprived 
them  of  all  Hopes  of  fucceeding   in  any  of  their  ambitious 
Views.     It  was  this.  Sir,  that  produced  an  Acceptance  of  the 
good   Offices  his   Majefty   had  offered  i  and   if  we  fliould 
uacken   in  our  Meafures,  if  we  fliould  difcontinue  our  Pre- 
parations,  it  would  render   us    defpicable   in  the  Eyes  of 
all  the  Parties  engaged  in  War,  and   would  confequently 
difappoint    the   good    Effefts   we   have    Reafon    to    expedl 
from  that  Acceptation.     At  the   Beginning  of  laft  Seffion 
it  was  very  well  known,  that  the  French  were  fitting  out  a 
large    Squadron   at    Breft,  and  were  providing    Tranfports 
and  a  Land- Army  to  be  fent  along  with  that  Squadron,  un- 
der Prentence  of  relieving  Daiitzick.     In  fuch  a  Situation, 
Si)',  I  fliould  have  thought  thofe,  who  had  the  Honour  to 
advife  the  King,  very  imprudent,  or  very  unfaithful  Coun- 
fellors,  if  they  had   not  advifed  him  to  put  the  Nation  im- 
mediately into  a  State  of  Defence  ;  for  though   it  was  pro- 
bable, neither  the  French  nor  any  other   Power  would  at- 
tack us  while  we  continue  neutral,  yet  it  is  certain  it  was 
then,  and  always  will   be,  very  much   the   French   Intereft 
to  have  this   Nation  of  its   Side  ;    and  it  they   had  then 
feen,  or  fliould  upon  any  fuch  Occafion   fee,    that  it  would 
be  eafy  to  overturn  our  Government,  by  our  not  being  fuf- 
ficiently  provided  for  Defence,  and  could,  by   overturning 
our  Government,  get  Numbers  of  this  Nation  to  johi  with 
them,  it  would  then  have  been,  and  always  will  be,  worth 
their  while  to   make   the   Attempt  ;    therefore,  in  order  to 
preferve  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the  Nation,    we  ought  al- 
ways  to  be  upon  our  Guard,  and  ought  to  make  fume  addi- 
tional 
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tional  Provlfion  for  our  Defence,  when  any  of  our  Neigh- 
bours are  fitting  out  large  Squadrons,  which  may  poffibly  be 
made  ufe  of  to  attack  or  invade  this  Nation.  This,  Sir, 
was  the  Reafon,  and  this  was  then,  I  think,  a  fufficienc 
Reafon  for  his  Majefty's  defiring  20,000  Men  the  laft 
Seffion  of  Parliament,  for  Sea  Service ;  but  from  what 
has  fmce  happen  d,  this  Reafon  feems  to  have  gathered  a 
little  more  Weight ;  for  tiio'  tliere  was  no  particular  Rea- 
fon to  fufpeft,  that  the  French  Squadron  was  defigned 
againft  us,  yet  there  was  no  other  Place  in  the  World  for 
which  it  could  be  defigned,  except  Dantzick  ;  and  whether 
it  was  defigned  for  Dantzick,  or  not,  it  is  certain  it  did 
not  go  to  Dantzi:-k  ;  for  we  all  know  it  continued  at  Brell 
the  whole  Summer. 

*  After  the  lall  Seffion  of  Parliament  had  agreed  to  the 
20,000  Seamen  defired  by  his  Majefty,  he  had  an  Account, 
that  befides  the  Squadron  fitting  out  at  Breft,  both  the 
French  and  the  Spaniards  had  given  Orders  for  fitting  out 
all  their  Ships  of  War,  lying  in  any  of  their  Ports,  from 
Toulon  round  to  Breft  ;  from  whence  his  MajeRy,  with 
great  Reafon,  thought  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  make  a  far- 
ther Addition  to  his  Naval  Force ;  for  which  Purpofe  he 
applied  to  his  Parliament  for  a  Power  to  da  fo  ;  and  in  Pur- 
fuance  of  the  Powers  granted  him  upon  that  Application, 
he  has  fince  made  an  Addition  of  7000  Men  to  the  Sea 
Service,  fo  that  our  prefent  Naval  Eltabliiliment  confiils 
of  27,000  Men  ;  7000  of  which  mull  be  reduced,  if  we 
(hould  agree  to  grant  but  20,000  Seamen  for  the  enfuing 
Year. 

'  Having  thus.  Sir,  laid  the  prefent  State  of  our  Naval 
Force  before  you,  let  us  confider  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Affairs  of  Europe,  the  Circumflances  our  Neighbours  are 
in,  and  the  Circumilances  we  are  in  ourfelves.  As  to  the 
Affairs  of  Europe,  it  is  certain  they  feem  to  be  in  no  lefs 
dangerous  State  than  they  were  laft  Year ;  h\i  Majefty's 
good  Offices  are,  indeed,  accepted  of,  but  that  Acceptation 
has  not  as  yet  produced  the  wifh'd-for  Effc-dl:,  nor  can  it  be 
expefted  it  fhould,  if  his  Majefty  fhould  appear  to  be  lefs 
powerful  when  he  comes  to  offer  Terms  of  Peace,  than  lie 
was  when  he  made  the  Offer  of  his  good  Offices  ;  we  can- 
not therefore,  from  the  prefent  State  of  the  Affairs  of  Eu- 
rope, draw  any  Argument  for  diminilhing  our  Naval  Fo;ce. 
Then  as  to  the  Circumltances  of  our  Neighbours,  it  is  very 
certain,  that  not  only  all  the  Ships  of  War,  fitted  ov!t  ciiher 
by  the  French  or  Spaniards,  are  continued  in  Commillion  ; 
but  both  thcfe  Nations  are  with  the  utmoft  Application  re- 
building and  repairing  every  Ship  of  Force  they  have  io 
their  Dominion;,    and   arc    bcudes   builduig   new  Shirs    ~''' 
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Anno  8.  Ceo.  II.    War  as  faft  as  they  can  ;   from  whence  I  think  it  is  evident, 
'"*  '^'        that  inllead  of  making  any   Reduftion  of  the  Naval  Force 
we  had  lail  Year,    we  ought  to  make  fome  Addition,    and 
the   Addition   propofed,    which    is   properly  but  3000  Men, 
is,  in  my  Opinion,  the  leaft  that  can  be  thought  of. 

'  This,  Sir,  mull  be  thought  itill  more  realbnable,  if  we 
confider  our  own  particular  Circumllances,  and  the  Difficulty 
there  is  of  getting  our  Seamen  together  after  they  are  once 
difperfed.     In   Countries  where  abfolute  and  arbitrary  Go- 
vernment prevails,  they  have  all  their  Seamen    regiilered, 
and  they  always  know  where  they  may  find  them  when  they 
have  Occafion  for  them  :  Their  Seamen,  as  well  as  all  their 
other  Subjefts,  are  under  a   Sort  of  martial  Difcipline,  they 
cannot  abi'ent  themfelves  without  a  Furlough,  and  they  muft 
remain  abfent  no   longer  than    their   Furlough    gives    them 
Leave  ;    by   which   Means  the  Government  always  knows 
what  Number  they   may  depend  on  upon  any  Emergency. 
But  in  this  happy  Country,  where  every  private  Man  enjoys 
his  full  Liberty,  we  cannot  command  our  Seamen  to  flay 
at  Home,  nor  can   we  call    them   HomiC  when   we  have  a 
Mind  ;  for,  notwithltanding  the  Difficulties  which  every  one 
knows  we  found  lall  Summer,  to  man  the  Fleet  then  fitted 
out,  yet  it  was  computed  there   were  at  leaft  1 1,000  Britiili 
■    Sailors  employed  all  lail  Summer,  on  Board  of  Britifh  Ships 
in  the   Service  of  Foreigners,    either  as   Tranfports  or   as 
trading  Ships.    In  this  Country  we  never  have  any  way   ef 
providing  Sailors  for  our  Fleet,  upon  any   fudden  Emergen- 
cv,  but  by  preffing   thofe   Seamen  we   find   by    Chance    at 
Home,  or  upon  our  own  Coails  ;  and  this  Method  is  always 
attended  with  fo  many   Inconveniencies,  that,  in  order  to 
prevent  our  being  at  any  Time   reduced  to  that  Neceflity, 
c\  ery  Man  who   has  a   due    Regard  to  the  Liberty  and  the 
Kappinefs  of  the  Subjeft  muft  agree,  that  we   ought,   upon 
e\ery  Occafion,  to  begin  early  to  provide  againlt  any  Danger 
we  think  vve  have  Re.ifon  to  apprehend. 

'  Li  all  the  Meafures  we  have  hitherto  taken,  relating'  to 
the  prefent  War,  our  ancient  and  natural  Allies,  the  Dutch, 
have  cordially  joined  with  us  in  every  Thing  :  They  joined 
heartily  with  his  MnjeRy,  in  ofi-ering  their  good  Offices  for 
compofing  the  prefen:  unhappy  DilFerences  in  Europe,  and 
they  have  likewife  joined  with  his  Majcily  in  concerting  a 
proper  Plan  for  a  Pacification.  It  may  perhaps  be  infinuat- 
ed,  that  they  have  put  themfelves  to  no  E.vpence  on  ac- 
count of  the  prefent  War ;  but  this  is  neither  a  juft  Hor  a 
true  Infmuation  ;  for  it  is  very  well  known,  that  before  this 
War  broke  out,  they  had  refolvcd  to  have  made  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Reduction  of  their  LandT^^orccs.  Every  one 
know.-,  tliat  foon  after  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  they  reduced 
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their  Army  to  32,000  Men,  and  for  feveral  Years  after  they 
kept  it  at  that  Number  ;  but  upon  a  Change  which  hap- 
pened in  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  they  augmented  it  again  to 
52,000  IVlen,  and  at  that  Time  we  likewife  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  increafe  our  Army  to  26,000  Men.  The  War  with 
which  Europe  was  then  threatened  was  happily  prevented  ; 
and  as  foon  as  it  was,  we  immediately  began  to  reduce  our 
Army  ;  we  reduced  at  firft  5000,  and  loon  after  3000,  of 
the  Number  we  had  increafed  it  to  ;  but  the  Dutch  made  at 
that  Time  no  Redudlion ;  they  never  thought  of  making 
any  Reduftion  till  the  very  Year  before  the  prefent  War 
broke  out ;  then  indeed,  a  Refolution  was  adually  taken  in 
fome  of  the  Provinces  to  reduce  10,000,  and  that  was  foon 
to  have  been  followed  by  the  Redudtion  of  another  10,000, 
in  order  to  have  brought  their  Army  to  its  former  Standard 
of  32,000  Men  ;  and  both  thefe  Reduftions  have  been  put  off, 
meerly  on  account  of  the  prefent  War  :  So  that,  to  fpeak 
properly,  they  have  put  thcmfelves  to  the  Expence  of  main- 
taining 20,000  Men  ever  fmce  the  War  began  ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  not  to  be  wonder'd  if  they  have  made  no  Addition 
to  their  Fleet,  efpecially  if  we  confider,  that  they  are  in  no 
Danger  of  being  attacked  by  Sea,  and  the  bad  Condition 
their  Navy  happens  to  be  in  at  prefent,  which  is  occafioned 
by  the  vail  Expence  they  were  put  to  during  the  late  War, 
in  which  they  were  obliged  to  maintain  a  much  greater 
Number  of  Land-Forces  than  we  maintained,  and  were  far- 
ther obliged  to  be  at  the  Expefice  of  all  the  Sieges  that  were 
undertaken  during  the  War. 

'  The  Dutch,  'tis  true.  Sir,  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Neu- 
trality with  France,  with  regard  to  the  Auilrian  Nether- 
lands ;  but  it  is  not  from  thence  to  be  concluded,  that  they 
are  engaged  in  any  Interell  feparate  f/om  us.  They  were  no 
way  concerned  in  the  Affair  of  Poland,  no  more  than  we  ; 
if  their  Barrier  was  fecured,  and  the  Balance  of  Power  not 
brought  in  any  Danger,  they  had  good  Reafon  to  thinic 
themielves  no  v^.iy  concerned  in  the  War  ;  the  firll  they 
provided  for  by  their  Treaty  of  Neutrality,  and  the  lail 
could  be  in  no  Danger,  as  long  as  the  Parties  engaged  in 
War  confined  their  Viewb  to  what  they  then  publickly  de- 
clared ;  but  if  eitlier  of  tiiem  fliould  begin  to  extend  their 
Views,  and  thereby  bilug  the  Balance  of  Power  into  Dan- 
ger, the  Dutch  would  be  then  at  Liberty,  and  would  cer- 
tainly do  what  was  incumbent  upon  thein  in  fuch  a  Coii- 
jundture  ;  and  till  that  Conjundure  happens,  we  can  jiave 
no  more  Concern  in  tiie  War  than  they  ;  Nay  farther, 
in  the  concluding  of  that  Treaty  of  Neutrality,  fo  careful 
were  the  Dutcli  to  preferve  to  tiiemielvcs  a  Liberty  of  do- 
ing al'.crwards  v/hr.t  they  fliouKl  find  picper  :  tiint  by  an 
D   7  cxn;-.-i- 
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Anno  8.  Geo.  II.   exprcfs  Proviiion  in  the  Treaty,  they  have  refen^d  to  them- 
y_  ^  ^1"^^'   ^  felves  a   Power  of  fending  the  ftipulatcd  Succours  to  the 
Emperor,    in  cafe  they  Ihould  find  it  neceilary  fo  to  do. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  appears  that  the  Dutch  are  fo  far  from 
having  fallen  into  any  Meafures  feparate  from  us,  that  they 
have  continued  a  heavy  Charge  upon  themfelves,  in  order  to 
be  ready  to  join  with  us  in  any  Meafure  that  may  hereafter 
appear  neceflary,  for  preierving  the  Balanc  of  Povver  in 
Europe  ;  and  for  that  Reaion,  as  well  as  a  great  many  others, 
I  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  put  uurfilves  in  fuch  a 
Condition,  as  may  enable  us  to  aft  that  Part  which  Great  Bri- 
tain ought  to  undertake,  in  the  glorious  Caufe  of  preierving 
and  fecuring  the  Liberties  of  Europe.' 

In  Oppohtion  to  the  above   Motion,  and  to  fhevv  the  Suf- 
sir  J  Barnard.       ficicncy  of  20,ooo  Men   for  the  Sea-Service,  Sir  John  Bar- 
s;r\v.\vyn,!ham.  nard.  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr  William  Pultency,  Sir  Jo- 
5  r^! '^k^'ir'"'^'    feph  Jekyll,  and  Mr  Willimot,  Member  for  London,  urged 
Mr  >M!iiinot.        lowing  Arguments. 
Mr  Speaker, 
*  I  bcliev^e  it  was  never  pretended   to  be  laid  down  'as 
a  Maxim  in  this  Houfe,  that,  in  orde;-  to  induce  us  to  agree 
to  the  Demands    made  by  the    Crown,    the  Kmg   was  o- 
bliged  to  difclofc  to  iis  all  the  Secrets  of  his  Government ; 
but  when  we  are  to  lay  heavy  Taxes  upon  the  People  we 
reprefent,  I  mull  think  fome  other  Reafons  ought  to  bs  given 
us  than  thofe  we  meet  with  ia  Publick  Gazettes,   and  com- 
mon News-Papers  ;  iuch  Accounts  I  fliall  always  think  be- 
low the   Notice  of  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  ;    but  fince 
we  have  at  prefcnt  none  other  before  us,  I  fhall  condefcend, 
or  rather  beg   Leave,   to  argue  from  fuch  Informations,  as 
well  as   the  Gentlemen  who  leem  to  diiFer  from  me  in  Opi- 
nion :  However,  I  hope  this  Practice  will  not  be  drawn  intq 
Precedent,  for  I  fliall  always  think   it  inconfiitent  with  the 
Honour  of  this   Houfe,  and  with  the  Duty  Vve  owe  to  our 
Conftituents  ;    we  ought  never  to  ground  our  Opinions  upon 
any   Informations,  but  fuch  as  we  receive  direclly   from  the 
Throne,  or  fuch  as  are  laid  before  us  in  the  molt  folemn  Man- 
ner ;    and  if  in  any  Cafe  we  ought  to    be   cautious  in   this 
Refpeft,    it  ought  furely  to  be   in  Matters,   which  may  any 
way  relate  to  the  loading  the  Subjeft  with  I'axes. 

•  As  no  Account  has  been  laid  before  us  of  any  of  our  late 
Treaties  or  Negotiations  ;  as  we  have  had  no  Account  how 
this  Nation  Hands  engaged,  with  Refpe^  to  either  of  the 
}\iriies  now  at  War,  it  is  certain,  that  the  Argument  now 
befcjre  us  mull  be  taken  up  intirely  upon  the  Footing  cf  his 
Al.ijcliy's  Speech,  and  of  thoie  publick  Accounts,  which 
every  Man  knows  v/ho  is  a  Member  of  any  Cofree-houfe 
Club,  as  well  as  every  Gentleman  v/ho  lias  the  Honour  to 
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be  a  Member  of  this  Houfe.  If  we  look  into  his  Majefty's  Anno  8.  ceo.  ij. 
Speech,  we  there  find  that  he  has  not  yet  engaged  himfelf  ,  '2^4-?s- 
any  way  but  by  his  good  Offices,  for  reconciling  the  Diffe- 
rences at  prefent  fublifting  in  Europe  :  From  his  Majefly's 
Speech  it  cannot  therefore  be  pretended,  that  we  are  now  in 
any  greater  Danger  than  we  were  laft  Year,  unlefs  thefe  good 
Offices  have  been  employed  in  fuch  a  blundering  way,  by 
thofe  his  Majefty  has  entrulted,  as  to  make  us  Parties  in  the 
Difpute,  which  I  hope  no  Man  in  the  leaft  fufpedls ;  and 
therefore,  from  his  Majelly's  Speech,  there  cannot  be  drawn 
any  Show  of  an  Argument  for  the  Augmentation  propcfed. 

*  The  Argument  then.  Sir,  mull:  reft  wholly  upon  the 
Accounts  we  have  from  publick  Gazettes  and  News  mon- 
gers ;  and  if  any  Credit  can  be  given  to  fuch  Informations, 
I  muft  now  think,  as  indeed  I  have  always  thought,  that 
20,000  Seamen  were  more  than  fufficient  for  the  Service  of 
this  Nation  laft  Year  ;  for,  confidering  that  thofe  from 
whom  we  have  any  thing  to  fear  by  Sea,  were  then  deeply 
engaged  in  War,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  they  would 
infult  or  invade  us,  unlefs  they  had  found  that  we  were  to 
have  engaged  againft  them.  I  fhall  grant,  that  it  would 
have  been  very  much  for  the  Intereft  of  France  to  have 
had  this  Nation  join  with  them  ;  but  confidering  the  great 
Standing  Army  we  then  had  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  confi- 
dering the  Number  of  Ships  we  then  had  in  Commiffion, 
and  confidering  how  generally  well  afFe<5led  this  Nation  is  to 
the  prefent  happy  Eftablifliment,  can  we  fuppofe  that  France 
would  have  attempted  to  overturn  our  Government  with  a 
Squadron  of  i  8  or  20  Men  of  War,  and  an  Army  of  4  or 
5  Regiments ;  when  by  making  fuch  Attempt,  and  failing  in 
it,  they  would  have  drawn  the  highctt  Refentment  of  this 
Nation  upon  themfelves  ;  and  that  at  a  Time  when  they 
were  deeply  engaged  in  War  with  another  Power,  and  when 
without  fuch  a  Provocation  they  had,  in  all  Appearance,  no- 
thing to  fear  from  this  Nation  ?  Apprchenfions  founded  up- 
on fuch  odd  Suppofitions  can  never  be  wanting;  and  if  this 
Houfe  (hould  give  way  to  fuch  Apprchenfions,  we  muft  ne- 
ver expedl  to  be  relieved  from  the  Load  of  Debts  and  Taxes 
we  now  groan  under. 

'  But,  Sir,  we  had  the  laft  Year  fo  little  Reafon  to  fear 
that  France  had  any  Dcfign  againft  us,  that  it  was  certain, 
their  Fleet  which  was  fitted  out  at  Breft,  was  at  firll  de- 
figned  for  the  Relief  of  Dantzick,  and  would  probably  have 
failed  thither  time  enough  to  have  prevented  the  Ruin  of 
that  trading  Proteftant  City,  if  it  had  not  been  for  our  ex- 
traordinary, and,  I  thin!:,  unneccfl'ary  Arma.nients  in  Bri- 
tain. The  honourable  Gentleman  took  No:ice,  that  the 
Breft  Fleet  did  not  go  to  Dantiiickj  and  fcemcd  from  thence 
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to  infinuate,  that  it  was  defigned  againll  this  Country,  if 
the  Defign  had  not  been  prevented  by  our  Preparations  ; 
but  It  is  very  well  known,  that  it  was  our  Preparations  that 
prevented  that  Fleet's  failing  to  Dantzick,  as  it  was  really 
defigned  ;  it  is  very  well  known,  that  Spain  imagined  our 
Fleet  was  defigned  for  the  Mediterranean,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  Expedition  againll  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  there- 
fore they  infilled  upon  it,  that  the  French  P'leet  fhould 
remain  at  Brell,  in  order  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the  Fleet 
we  were  fitting  out.  This,  Sir,  was,  [  believe,  the  true 
and  the  only  Reafon  why  that  Fleet  did  not  fail  to  the  Re- 
lief of  Dantzick  ;  but  this  was  not  the  only  EfFeft  of  our 
voting  20, coo  Men  for  Sea- Service  :  Neither  France  nor 
Spain  could  imagine,  nor  could  they,  I  think,  have  any 
Reafon  to  imagine,  that  we  were  putting  ourfelves  to  fuch  3 
vaft  Expence,  for  no  other  End  but  to  make  a  Show  at 
Spithead  or  in  the  Downs ;  they  both  began  very  reafonably 
to  fufpeft,  that  we  had  fome  Defign  againlr  them ;  and,  up- 
on this  Account  they  both  began  to  add  to  their  Naval  Pre- 
parations :  This  again  we  find,  increafed  our  Jealoufies  and 
Fears,  and  produced  that  memorable  Vote  of  Credit,  vvith 
which  thelall  Parliament,  I  may  fay,  expired  ;  and,  in  Piir- 
fuancc  of  that  Vote  of  Credit,  we  are  now  told,  this  Nation 
has  been  charged  with  maintaining  7000  idle  Seamen,  befides 
the  20,000  voted  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament :  Thus  one  unne- 
ccflary  Expence  produc'd  another,  and  both  are  nowjoin'd  to- 
gether, not  only  to  be  continu'd,  but  alfo  to  produce  a  third. 
'  However,  Sir,  though  1  am  fli]l  of  Opinion,  that  20,000 
Men  Vv'as  a  Number  much  greater  than  was  neceflary  for  the 
Service  oflaft  Year,  yet  1  fliall  not  propofe  to  leflen  that 
Number  for  the  Year  enfuing ;  but  J  am  really  furprifed  to 
hear  an  Augmentation  of  one  half  of  that  Number  called 
for,  and  that  without  his  Majefty's  having  fignified  to  us, 
cither  in  his  Speech  or  by  a  particular  MefTage,  that  fome 
Dcfigns  were  hatching  againll  this  Nation  in  particular,  or 
againil:  the  Liberties  of  Europe  in  general.  His  Majefiy 
having  made  an  Addition  laft  Year  of  7000  Men,  by  Vir- 
tue of  the  Powers  luanted  to  him  lafl  Sefiltn  of  Parliament, 
cannot  be  any  Argument  with  me,  as  a  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  for  conuiiuing  that  Number,  unlefs  his  Majefiy  had 
been  pleafed  to  cojiiniunicaie  his  Reafon  for  making  that 
Addition  :  As  his  Majeify  has  not  been  pleafed  to  do  (o, 
?.nd  as  I  am  of  Opinion  that  20,000  v;as  too  great  aNumber, 
I  mull  confequcntly  be  more  llrongly  convinced  that  27,000 
was  too  great  a  Number  ;  and  as  I  cannot  fee  that  we  are 
in  any  greater  Danger  this  Year  than  we  were  tho  lail,  T 
jnvJl  therefore  heagainR  loading  my  Coniiituents  with  nv.iin- 
♦ii.:;;"2  th^.t  :idd:ncnal  Number  for  tiic  Year  tnfuing. 

'   T. 
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*  It  may  be  true,  that  the  French  and  Spaniards  have  Anno  s.  cen.  it. 
continued  their  Ships  of  War  in  Commiffion  ;  but  it"  we  can  ^  J^^J^i^^^j 
rely  upon  publick  News-Papers,  and  thefe,  it  feems,  are 
the  only  Accounts  we  are  to  have,  the  French  have  dif- 
mifled  all  or  moft  of  the  Seamen  belonging  to  their  Breft 
Squadron  5  and  neither  they  nor  the  Spaniards  are  making 
any  extraordinary  Naval  Preparations,  nor  are  they  fitting 
out  any  confiderable  Squadron  at  any  Port  ineither  of  thofe 
Kingdoms  ;  i'o  that  we  have  this  Year  really  lefs  Reafon  to 
apprehend  any  Danger  by  Sea,  than  we  had  the  laft  ;  be- 
caufe  it  cannot  now  be  faid,  that  a  foreign  Squadron,  with 
a  Land- Army  on  Board,  is  to  pafs  by  our  very  Doors : 
They  may  perhaps  have  a  little  more  Command  over  their 
Seamen  than  we  have,  tho'  I  cannot  allow  they  have 
a  great  deal,  confidering  our  Method  of  Preffirg  ;  but  it  is 
not  poffible  for  both  thefe  Nations  joined  together,  to  fit 
out  a  Fleet,  fuddenly  and  privately,  ilronger  than  any  we 
can  fend  againft  it,  as  long  as  we  have  20,000  Seamen  in 
aftual  Service ;  for  it  is  very  well  known  that  if  a  Man  of 
War  has  two  Thirds  Sailors  on  Board,  and  another  Third 
Land-Men,  fhe  is  always  fufficiently  manned,  either  for 
Sailing  or  Fighting  ;  fo  that  from  a  hot  Prefs  among  our 
Coafters,  Colliers  and  Inland  Trade,  we  could  in  a  very 
few  Days  increafe  the  Number  of  Men  on  Board  our  Ships 
of  War  to  40,000  at  leaft,  which  is  a  greater  Number  than 
we  ever  had  Occafion  for  during  the  lalt  heavy  War,  32,000 
Seamen  and  8000  Marines  being  the  greateft  Number  that 
was  ever  provided  in  any  one  Year  during  that  War. 

•  Whether  the  Motives  for  the  prefent  War  relate  entirely 
to  the  Affair  of  Poland,  or  whether  we  had  any  Concenx 
in  that  Affair,  is  what  I  fhall  not,  Sir,  take  upon  me  to 
determine  ;  but  I  think  it  is  pretty  plain,  that  the  Motives 
of  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  Sardinia  could  not  any  way  re- 
late to  the  Affair  of  Poland  ;  their  Motives  certainly  pro- 
ceeded chiefly  from  fome  late  Tranfadtions  between  the  Em- 
peror and  them,  in  which,  I  believe,  we  had  fome  Concern  ; 
And  even  with  refpeft  to  the  AfEiir  of  Poland,  if  we  give 
Credit  to  common  Reports,  which  are  the  only  Grounds 
of  our  prefent  Debate,  we  had  fome  Concern  in  tliat  too  ; 
for  it  has  been  confidently  reported,  that  when  Auguftus, 
late  King  of  Poland,  was  firlt  taken  ill,  which  was  a  Year 
or  two  before  his  Death,  tlic  French  Court,  with  which 
we  were  then  in  very  good  Terms,  defired  to  know  of  us, 
whom  we  inclined  to  have  for  SucccfTor  to  Auguflus,  as 
King  of  Poland  ;  that  wc  did  not  then  give  them  any  pofi- 
rive  Anfwer,  but  told  them  negatively,  we  did  not  incline 
that  any  German  Prince  fliould  be  raifcd  to  that  Dignicv  ; 
and  that  fome  Time   aft^r   rhsr?   we'e  ixMiuvc  In'lru^lior-:; 
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Anno  P  Gen,  II.  fent  to  our  Miiiifler  in  Poland,  to  co-operate  wijth  the  FrencK 
Minifter,  in  bringing  about  the  Eledion  of  King  Staniflaus  : 
This,  Sir,  is  only  a  common  Report,  and  therefore  I  fhall 
not  take  upon  me  to  aver  the  Truth  of  it  j  but  as  the 
Letters  and  Inflrutlions  fent  upon  that  Occafion  to  our  Mi- 
riller  in  Poland,  were  moved  for  in  lalt  Parliament,  tho'  a 
Negative  was  then  put  upon  it,  I  hope  it  will  hereafter  be 
complied  with,  in  order  to  clear  our  Conduit  from  that 
Imputation. 

*  To  deprive  our  Neighbours  of  all  Hopes  of  Succefs  in 
any  of  their  ambitious  Views,  is,  without  doubt,  the  molt 
effectual  Way  to  prevent  their  forming  any  fuch,  or  at  leaft 
their  attempting  to  put  them  in  Execution  ;  but  how  is  this 
to  be  done,  Sir  ?  It  is  to  be  done  by  a  wife  and  frugal  Ma- 
nagement of  our  Aft'airs  in  Times  of  no  Danger,  by  avoid- 
ing all  Occafions  of  needlcfs  Expence,  and  by  reicrving  our 
whole  Strength  for  the  Day  of  real  Danger  :  Our  Ships  of 
War  may  foon  be  fitted  out,  our  Armies  may  foon  be  raifed 
and  brought  into  the  Field,  if  we  have  but  Money  enough 
for  thefe  Purpofes ;  but  if  we  have  thrown  away  our  Money 
Upon  idle  and  unaeceflary  Armaments ;  if,  by  vain  Fears 
and  ridiculous  Apprehenfions.  we  have  run  ourfelves  in  Debt, 
Or  negleded  to  clear  thofe  Mortgages  our  former  Misfor- 
tunes had  fubjefted  us  to,  our  ambitious  Neiglibours  will 
look  upon  us  with  Contempt,  and  will  certainly  conclude, 
that  it  io  not  in  our  Power  to  put  a  Stop  to  their  ambitious 
Defign?;.  In  this  View,  Sir,  is  it  not  evident,  that  the 
more  Money  we  Ipend  in  unneceflary  Armaments,  and  be- 
fore the  Danger  calls  upon  ua,  the  lefs  able  we  fhall  be  to 
deprive  our  Neighbours  of  the  Hopes  of  Succefs  in  any  of 
their  ambitious  Projcfts  ?  Neither  this  Nation  nor  the  Li- 
berties of  Europe  are,  at  prefent,  in  any  apparent  and  im- 
mediate Danger,  but  a  Time  may  come,  a  Conjunfture  may 
happen,  when  we,  and  perhaps  the  greateil  Part  of  the 
World,  will  be  neceffarily  involved  in  a  moll  dangerous  and 
a  moll  bloody  War  :  If  the  prefent  Emperor  fhould  die  be- 
fore the  Arrairs  of  Germany  are  fully  fettled,  may  not  every 
Gentleman  forefee  what  muft  be  the  Confequences  ?  The 
Princes  of  the  Empire  all  tearing  one  another  to  Pieces, 
and  every  one  of  its  Neighbours  endeavouring  to  take  hold 
of  fome  Part  of  the  Auitrian  Dominions  :  The  Turks  at- 
tacking it  on  one  Side,  the  French  attacking  it  on  the  other, 
and  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Danger  of  being  iolt,  let  what- 
ever Side  be  the  Conqueror.  This,  Sir,  is  an  Event  that 
may  happen,  I  hope  it  never  will,  but  as  it  is  poffible,  v/e 
ought  to  provide  againll  it  ;  and  for  that  Reafon  we  ought 
rot  to  exhaull  the  Money  and  the  Strength  of  the  Nation 
in   needier^  Expenccs  or  unucccfiary  Equipmentc '   Whereas 
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we  feeiri  to  b^  purfulng  a  quite  contrary  iVfeafure.  Tho'  it  Anno  s.  Geo.  u. 
be  now,  with  refpeft  to  this  Nation,  a  Time  of  profound 
Peace  and  Tran(juility,  yet  I  reckon  our  Expences  for  next 
Year  Will  amount  to  three  or  four  Millions,  which  is  a  moft 
prodigious  E:<pence,  a  greater  Expence  than  the  Nation  was 
put  to  in  any  one  Year  of  that  heavy  War  in  King  Wilh'am's 
l^eign  ;  for*  the  Expences  of  that  War  Jiever  exceeded  three 
iWilhons  a  Year  :  And  even  daring  the  War  in  Queen  Anne's 
llleign,  that  War  Which  proved  fo  glorious  to  this  Nation, 
and  fo  beneficial  to  every  one  of  our  Allies,  there  never  was 
a  greater  Number  of  Seamen  provided  for  by  Parliament, 
than  what  is  now  propofed  in  a  Time  of  profound  Peace  : 
For  30,000  Seamen,  and  8000  Marines  was,  as  1  have  al- 
ready taken  Notice,  the  greateft  Number  that  was  provided 
for  by  Parliamentj  in  any  one  Year  of  that  glorious  and 
fuccefsful  War. 

'  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  the  Preparations  we  made  laft  Year, 
or  the  Powers  granted  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  produced  the  Acceptation  of  our  good  Offices,  isfome- 
thing  very  furprizing,  efpecially  when  we  confider  what  Sort 
of  an  Acceptation  we  have  been  favoured  with  :  The  Em- 
peror has  accepted  of  our  good  Offices  under  this  expreis 
Provifion,  that  his  Acceptatice  Ihould  not  be  looked  on  as  a 
paffing  from  thofe  Succours,  which  he  infifted  on  we  were 
obliged  to  furnifh  him,  by  the  Treaties  now  fubfifting  be- 
tween us :  And  the  Allies  have  likewii'e  made  their  Accep- 
tation conditional ;  for  they  have  accepted  of  our  good  Offi- 
ces under  this  exprefc  Condition,  that  we  fhould  continue 
neutral,  with  refpeft  to  the  prefent  Difputes  between  them 
and  the  Emperor.  Can  it  be  imagined  that  warlike  Prepa- 
rations were  neceflary,  or  that  extraordinary  Powers  granted 
by  Parliament  were  neceflary,  for  producing  fuch  limited 
Acceptations  ?  Can  any  Man  doubt  but  that  vv'e  fhould  have 
obtained  fuch  an  Acceptation  of  our  good  Offices,  tho'  no 
fuch  Preparations  had  ever  been  made,  tho'  no  fuch  Powers 
had  ever  been  granted  ?  But  even  fuppofmg  that  this  Ac- 
ceptation was  produced  by  the  warlike  Preparations  we  made 
laft  Year,  muft  not  every  Man  agree,  that  this  conditional 
limited  Acceptation  has  coft  us  a  terrible  Price,  when  he 
confiders,  that  it  has  coft  this  Nation  at  leaft  a  Million  Ster- 
ling :  And  if  the  Plan  we  are  to  offer,  in  Purfuarce  of  this 
Acceptation,  fhould  at  laft  be  rejefted,  what  Benefit,  what 
Honour  can  we  receive  from  the  Expences  we  hn.ve  put  our- 
felves  to  ? 

'  For  our   Encouragement  to  go  on  v.'ith  thefe  peaceful 

Preparations,  we  are  told,  Sir,  thac  the  Dutch  have  joined 

cordially  with   us    in   all   our    Meafures :    This  Affcriion, 

Sir,  I  am  furpriz'd    at  ;   it  really  amazes  me.     How  far 
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An  10  s.  oo.  II.  they  have  joined  with  us  in  the  Tender  of  good  Offices,  or 
in  concerting  a  Plan  for  a  Pacification,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to 
determine  :  In  this  they  may  perhaps  have  complimented  us 
a  little,  becaufe  it  coll  them  nothing  ;  and  they  may  eafily 
excufe  themfelves  in  cafe  the  Plan  fhould  prove  difagreeable 
to  either  of  the  Parties  concerned  ;  but  that  they  have  put 
themfelves  to  the  fame  Expencc  we  have  done,  or  that  they 
have  put  themfelves  to  any  Expence  on  account  of  the  pre- 
fent  War,  cannot  furely  with  any  Jullice  be  pretended.  To 
tell  us,  that  juil  before  the  War  broke  out,  one,  or  perhaps 
two,  of  the  leven  united  Provinces  had  come  to  a  Refolution, 
to  reduce  10,000  Men,  and  to  conclude  from  thence  that 
20,000  would  certainly  have  been  reduced,  if  the  War  had 
not  broke  out,  muft  appear  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  Sort 
of  Reafoning  to  every  Man-  who  underllands  any  Thing  of 
tiie  Conllitution  of  that  Republick  :  By  their  Conflitution, 
every  one  of  the  feven  Provinces  muil  have  contented,  before 
that  Refolution  could  have  taken  EfFeft  ;  and  tho'  the  Inte- 
rior Provinces,  who  lie  remote  from  Danger,  were  perhaps 
for  that  Redudlion,  yet  the  Frontier  Provinces,  whofe  only 
Defejice  againft  fadden  Invafions  confills  in  the  Multitude  of 
their  fortified  Towns,  the  Strength  of  their  Fortifications, 
and  the  Numbers  of  Men  in  the  feveral  Garrifons,  would 
never  have  confented  to  fuch  a  Reduflion  ;  io  that  the  Refo- 
lution taken  by  one  Province  would  probably  have  been  of 
no  EfFecl,  even  as  to  the  10,000  ;  but  to  argue  from  thence, 
that  they  would  certainly  have  reduced  another  10,000,  is 
really  fuch  Reafoning  as  I  am  amazed  to  hear  in  this  Houfe  : 
It  really  looks  as  if  fome  Gentlemen  thought,  we  wanted 
only  a  Pretence  for  agreeing  to  what  they  have  a  Mind  to 
propofe  ! 

*  '  I'is  true  the  Dutch  did,  immediately  after  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht,  reduce  their  Army  to  about  32,000  Men  ;  but  at 
that  Time  they  knew,  that  all  the  Kingdoms  and  States  in 
Europe  were  fick  of  War  ;  they  could  eafily  forefee,  or  at 
leaft  they  thought  (o,  that  there  was  not  the  leafi:  Danger  of 
any  Rupture  for  feveral  Years  to  come ;  and  therefore  their 
Frontier  Proviaces  then  eafily  confented  to  that  great  Re- 
dudlion  :  Bat  confidering  the  vaft  extenfive  Frontier  they  have 
to  guard,  and  the  Multitude  of  Garrifons  they  are  obliged  to 
keep  in  their  own  Frontier  Towns,  as  well  as  in  the  Barrier- 
Towns  they  have  in  the  Aufirian  Netlierlands,  fuch  a  fmall 
Number  of  regular  Tioops  is  ahnofl:  at  all  Times  inconfifient 
with  the  Safety  of  their  State  ;  and  moreover  it  is,  and  al- 
ways was,  inconfifient  with,  and  contrary  to,  the  Treaties 
aiid  Alliances  they  have  both  with  the  Emperor  and  us. 
Accordingly,  both  the  Emperor  and  we  complained  heavily 
at  that  Time  of  the  great  Reduftion  they  had  made  ;  and 
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this  Nation  in  particular  had  like  to  have  fufFered  hy  it ;  Anno  s.  Geo.  ii. 
for  upon  the  Rebellion,  which  broke  out  foon  after  in  this 
Kingdom,  it  is  well  known  that  the  Dutch  could  not  fend 
us  the  Quota  of  Troops  which,  upon  that  Occafion,  they 
were  obliged  by  Treaty  to  fend  us,  'till  we  got  Troups 
marched  down  from  Germany  to  replace  their  Troops,  be- 
fore a  Man  of  them  could  llir  out  of  the  Garrifon  he  belonged 
to :  Nay  farther.  Sir,  it  is  very  well  known,  that  the  Em- 
peror, by  Treaty,  pays  them  )early  5  or  600,000  Crowns 
out  of  the  firll  and  readiefl  of  his  Revenues  in  the  Nether- 
lands ;  in  order  to  enable  them  to  maintain  their  Barrier, 
and  to  keep  at  all  Times  a  fufficient  Body  of  Troops  in  their 
Service  ;  fo  that  if  they  fhould  make  any  great  Redudion  in 
their  Army,  the  Emperor  would  have  very  good  Reafon  to 
flop  the  Payment  of  that  Subfidy. 

'  Upon  the  Whole  we  muft  conclude,  that  if  the  Dutch 
had  made  any  Redutftion  in  their  Army,  and  much  more  the 
t\vo  Redu(5tions  talked  of  by  the  honourable  Gentleman, 
they  would  have  adled  contrary  to  the  Treaties  fubfifting  be- 
tween them  and  their  Allies,  and  in  confidently  with  the 
Safety  of  their  Country  ;  therefore  we  ought  certainly  to 
prefume  that  all  the  feven  Provinces  would  never  have  con- 
fented  to  it,  tho'  no  War  had  broke  out  ;  and  I  am  apt  to 
believe  the  Refolution  talked  of,  which  was  a  RefoUuion  of 
the  Province  of  Holland  only,  was  a  Piece  of  meer  Policy, 
without  any  Defign  that  the  Refolution  fhould  aftually  take 
EfFeft. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  have,  I  think,  made  it  evident,  that  the 
Dutch  have  put  themfelves  to  no  Expence  on  account  of  the 
War,  no,  not  even  in  the  Senfe  the  honourable  Gentleman 
was  pleafed  to  infill  on  ;  and  indeed  they  have  not,  of  late, 
feemed  to  join  cordially  with  us  in  any  Thing  but  good  Offi- 
ces, which  they  are  fure  can  neither  pui  them  to  any  Ex- 
pence,  nor  do  them  any  other  Injury,  Their  Treaty  of  Neu- 
trality, it  is  certain,  they  concerted  and  concluded  witlio  ;t 
our  Participation  ;  and,  I  believe,  without  our  Privity  : 
and  tho'  they  have  referved  a  Power  offending  the  i]:!pL:l.;c- 
cd  Succours  to  the  Emperor,  yet  that  does  not  mn-.h  alter 
the  Cafe,  if  v.-e  confidcr  what  is  meant  by  thefc  Succours. 

'  The  Succour;;  there  meant  are  tliofe  llipulated  by  the 
late  Treaty  of  A'ienna,  in  which  we,  'tis  true,  got  them 
named  principal  contra£ling  Parties  ;  but  this  to  me  feetii' 
to  have  been  nothing  but  a  poor  Expedient,  contrived  by 
fome  of  the  Miniilcrs  concerned  in  that  Negotiatiot;,  O'l 
Purpofe  to  make  the  World  believe,  that  we  did  nothi.\i\ 
but  in  Concert  with  our  ancient  and  natural  Allies  the  Dutch  : 
lor  in  the  negotiating  and  concluding  of  that  Trer.tv,  they 
>vcr?  fo  far  from  idling  cordially,  or  in  Concert  with  U5,  thzt 
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after  we  had  gone  at  once  over  Head  and  Ears  into  tha 
Treaty  ;  and  had  thereby  obliged  ourfelves  to  guaranty  the 
Pragmatick  Sandion,  totis  njiribus,  it  was  with  great  Diffi- 
culty they  were,  after  a  lopg  Negotiation,  brought  in  to  acr 
cede  to  th^t  Treaty,  tho'  we  had  then  a  noble  Lord  at  th? 
Hague  as  our  Minilter,  who  was  as  able  a  Miniiler,  and  as 
good  a  Negotiator  as  any  we  ever  had  in  any  Part  of  Eu- 
rope :  And  even  at  laft  they  were  very  far  from  coming 
plumb  into  that  Treaty  or  Guaranty  ;  for  the  Succours  they 
then  IHpuIated  were  then  limited  to  4000  Foot  and  looQ 
Horfe,  or  a  Num.ber  of  Ships  in  Proportion  to  that  Number 
of  Trocp?,  at  their  own  Option  ;  fo  that  we  may  believe 
the  French  gave  themfelves  very  little  Trouble  about  admit- 
ting that  Referve  in  the  Treaty  of  Neutrality,  afterwards 
concluded  between  them  and  the  Dutch. 

*  Nay,  farther,  Sir,  notwichftanding  this  limited  Manner 
of  the  D^fcli  Acceffion  to  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  y^t  fo 
ciparly  did  they  for^fcp  the  Confequences  of  th^t  Treaty  ; 
that  the  very  next  Day  after  the  Acceffion  was  figned,  fheif 
Penfionary  came  to  that  noble  Lord,  \v]\o  vyas  then,  as  l)j^ve 
faid,  our  Miniiter  at  the  Hague,  and  propoied  to  him,  to 
enter  with  us  into  a  Treaty  of  I^eutrality,  not  only  with 
refped  to  Flanders,  but  alfo  with  refpeflt  to  feveral  other 
Countries  in  Europe,  about  which  Difputps  might  arife. 
And,  I  fuppofe,  upon  our  negledling  or  refqfing  that  Propo- 
fition,  they  afterwards  refolved  upon  the  Tj-eaty  of  Neutra- 
lity with  France,  and  concluded  it  without  letting  us  intq 
the  Secret.  Thus,  Sir,  the  Dutch  have,  in  all  their  late 
Negotiations,  taken  paj-ticalar  Care  of  their  own  Security, 
without  ralhly  difobliging  any  Power  in  Europe  ;  whereas 
we,  by  our  hally  and  inconfideratc  Conclullon  of  the  Treaty 
of  Hanover,  and  the  Meafures  tiiereafter  purfued,  difobli- 
ged  both  the  Emperor  and  Spain,  without  gaining  one  Ad- 
vantage to  ourfelves.  By  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  by  which 
we  endeavouj-ed  to  reconcile  ourfelves  to  Spain,  we  ftill  far- 
ther difobligod  the  Emperor,  without  obtaining  any  Advan- 
tage to  ourfelves,  or  even  Satisfadion  from  Spain  for  the 
Depredations  committed  upon  us.  And  by  the  Treaty  of  Vi- 
enna we  again  difobliged  Spain,  and  higlily  affronted  France, 
flill  without  obtai.ning  any  Advantage  for  this  Nation,  but 
on  the  contrary  engaging  ifi  a  very  dangerous  Guarantee  : 
This,  indeed,  neither  Fiance  nor  any  other  Power  had  Rea- 
fon  to  be  angry  at,  but  France  had  fome  Reafon  to  be  af- 
fronted at  t!;e  rv^anner  in  which  it  was  done  ;  becaufe  by  the 
Treaty  of  Hanover,  in  which  France  and  we  were  the  tv-io 
principal  contrafting  Parties,  both  v.ere  exprefiy  obliged  to 
enter  into  no  Negotiation  or  Treaty,  without  communicat- 
ir;g  the  fame  to  ti^e  other. 
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*  From  what  the  honourable  Gentleman  faid,  about  our  Anno  8.  Oeo.  if. 
Jiaving  reduced  8000  Men  out  of  the  26,000  our  Army  was  ^  ^  " 
increafed  to  after  the  late  famous  Treaty  of  Hanover,  he 
feems  to  think,  that  this  Nation  is  always  to  be  loaded  with 
an  Army  of  1 8,000  at  leaft,  even  in  the  Times  of  the  greateft 
Tranquility.  But  I  mull:  beg  his  Pardon  for  obferving,  that 
in  a  Time  of  profound  Tranquility,  an  Army  of  7  or  8000 
Men  is  not  only  fufHcienr,  but  as  great  as  ought  to  be  kept  up 
in  this  Nation,  if  we  have  a  Mind  to  preferve  our  Liberties  ; 
and  therefore  I  mull  conclude,  that  if  this  War  had  not 
broke  out,  we  fhould  certainly  have  reduced  10,000  of  our 
regular  Troops  lall  Yea:-  :  For  it  is  as  much  inconiiftent  with 
the  Safety  of  this  Nation  to  keep  up  more  than  8000  in  Time 
of  Peace,  as  it  is  inconfillent  with  the  Safety  of  the  Dutch 
to  keep  lefs  than  52,000  ;  becaufe  we  have  no  Frontier  to 
defend,  nor  any  Garrifon  to  fupport :  There  can  be  no  Rea- 
fon  affigned  fpr  our  keeping  up  any  greater  Number  in  Time 
of  Peace,  unlefs  it  be  to  fupport  a  hated  Minilter  againlt  the 
Refentments  of  an  injured  People,  which  I  hope  will  never 
be  the  Cafe  of  this  Nation  :  But  if  ever  it  fhould,  I  am  fure 
it  would  then  be  ridiculous  to  call  ourfelvcs  a  free  People. 
Iji  this  View,  Sir,  let  us  confider  the  Charges  we  have  been 
at  on  account  of  the  prefent  War  ;  we  have  been  at  the 
Charge  of  this  1 0,000  Land-Forces,  which  we  might  other- 
wife  have  reduced  ;  we  have  been  at  the  Charge  of  6  or 
7000  Land-Forces  which  have  been  added  to  our  former 
Number  ;  and  if  we  have  at  prefent  27,000  Seamen  in  our 
P^y,  we  have  been  at  the  Charge  of  adding  no  lefs  than 
19,000  Men  to  our  Naval  Force.  So  that  if  it  were  true, 
that  the  Dutch  have  kept  up  20,000  Men,  which  they  in- 
tended to  have  reduced,  yet  the  Expence  they  have  been 
at  would  not  be  equal  to  what  we  have  been  at,  nor  could  it 
be  any  Argument  for  the  Augmentation  now  propofed  ;  be- 
caufe it  is  not  fo  much  as  pretended,  that  the  Dutch  intend 
to  put  themlelves  to  any  greater  Charge  for  the  Year  cnfu- 
ing,  than  they  were  at  in  the  Year  pall  :  And  therefore  I 
mull  think  the  honourable  Gentlemen,  who  are  for  the  Aug- 
mentation propofed,  would  have  done  better  net  to  have 
mentioned  the  Dutch  in  this  Day's  Debate  ;  for  let  them 
put  the  Conduft  of  the  Dutch  in  what  Light  they  will,  it 
can  no  way  anfwer  the  prefent  Purpofe. 

*  As  for  that  material  Quellion,  Whether  or  no  we  ought 
to  engage  in  the  prefent  War  ?  It  is  indeed  a  material  Que- 
flion  ;  but.  Sir,  it  is  a  Quellion  which  no  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe,  nor  any  Man  in  the  Nation  can  anfwer,  without  br- 
ing let  into  the  Secret  of  all  our  late  Treaties  and  Negotia- 
tions. Thus  much  I  fhall  fay,  that  confidering  the  mcLin- 
choly  Situation  of  this  Country,  the  great   Load  ofDcbfi, 
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Anne  g.  Ceo.  II.  and  the  hcavy  Taxes  we  already  groan  under,  it  is  certain 
we  ought  not  to  involve  ourfeJves  in  War,  but  in  a  Cafe  of 
the  extremeft  NecefTity  ;  and  'till  that  happens  I  am  very 
furc,  that  every  Article  of  Expence  ought  to  be  mofl  cauti- 
oufly  avoided,  that  we  may  be  the  more  able  to  fupport  a 
War,  when  fatal  Ncceffity  drives  us  into  it  whether  we  v.'ill 
or  no.  If  neither  the  Liberties  of  Europe  in  general,  nor  the 
Intereft  of  this  Nation  in  particular,  be  in  JXanger  by  the 
prefent  War,  we  have  already  gone  too  far  ;  for,  befidcs  the 
great  Expence  wc  have  put  ourielvcs  to,  the  great  Prepara- 
tions we  have  made  may  difappoint  and  preveiit  the  EfFcd  of 
thofe  good  Offices,  his  Majelly  is  employing  for  reftoring  tlie 
Peace  of  Europe  ;  becaufe  they  may  give  one  Side  Rcafon 
to  hope  that  we  are  to  join  with  them,  which  will  of  courfe 
prevent  their  hearkenisig  to  thofe  Terms  of  Peace  they  would 
otherwife  have  been  glad  to  have  accepted  of;  or  they  ni.iy 
give  a  Jealoufy  to  the  other  Side  that  we  are  to  join  againft 
them,  which  will  of  courfe  make  them  fufpefl  every  Thing 
we  can  propofe,  for  bringing  about  an  Accommodation. 

'  Befidcs  thefo-Difadvantages,  Sir,  it  is  certain,  that  the 
great  Naval  Equipment  we  made  laft  Year,  put  a  very  great 
Damp  to  our  Trade,  and  gave  all  our  Neighbours,  but 
more  particularly  the  Dutch,  a  very  great  Advantage  over 
us  :  It  is  true,  we  exported  a  great  Quantity  of  Corn  laft 
Summer,  but  that  v/as  owing  to  the  Situr.tion  and  Circum- 
ftances  of  our  Country,  and  not  at  all  to  our  Management : 
For  while  our  Merchants  were  paying  double  Freights  for 
Ships,  and  double  Wages  to  Seamen,  the  Dutch,  the  I  lam- 
burghers,  and  all  other  Rivals  in  Trade,  were  carrying  on 
their  Trade  at  the  ufual  Rates  ;  which  gave  taem  a  great 
Advantage  in  every  Branch  of  IVade,  more  particularly  in 
the  Corn-Trade,  where  the  ufi:al  Freight  bears  fuch  a  great 
Proportion  to  the  prime  Ccii: :  Nay,  fuch  a  Scarcity  was 
there  at  laft  of  Seamen  in  tr.is  ICir.gdom,  that  our  Mer- 
chants could  not  really  fict  Si;ip3  to  carry  out  the  Cargoes 
of  Corn  which  they  had  .-cj.ly  to  have  bcc:i  exported  ;  and 
while  a  Stop  was  tlivis  put  to  o'/.r  Exportation,  the  Dutch 
and  others,  who  had  by  this  Time  got  an  xAccount  of  the 
Demand,  fent  out  their  Ships,  and  glutted  the  Markets  for 
Corn,  both  in  Spain  and  Portugal  as  well  as  in  Italy.  So 
that  if  wc  had  not  made  fuch  a  great  Naval  Equipment,  it 
is  certain  a  much  greater  (^antity  of  our  Corn  would  have 
been  exported  than  really  Vv<:-. 

'  But  if  the  Ealarci:  of  Power  in  Europe,  or  the  particu- 
lar Intercft  of  this  Nation,  was  really  in  Danger,  fure'}'. 
Sir,  we  ought  to  have  engaged  at  firft  ;  we  ought  not  furcly 
to  wait  till  thof'i,  v/Lofe  intercil  it  is  to  join  v.ith  us  in  the 
Dcfcr.ce  of  eith.cT,  b:  <h  fix  d':Ubkd  as  to  be  rendered  incijpa- 


i7?4-35> 


(  39  ) 
ble  either  to  affift  us,  or  to  defend  themfelves.  As  to  tlie  ^^no^^.j^eo.  ii. 
particular  Interefl  of  this  Nation,  whether  it  be  in  Danger 
or  not  from  the  prefent  War,  mufl  entirely  depend  upon  our 
late  Negotiations  ;  and  therefore  it  is,  at  prefent,  impofiible 
for  me  to  form  any  Judgment  in  that  Refpeft,  becaufe  I  am 
intirely  ignorant  of  our  Situation,  fo  far  as  relates  to  our 
foreign  Affairs  :  But  from  our  not  having  joined  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  the  War,  I  muft  conclude,  that  the  particular 
Intereit  of  this  Nation  is  no  way  concerned  in  it  ;  and  there- 
fore I  muft  think  it  was  quite  unneceJlary  to  put  ourfelves 
to  any  Charges  on  that  Account. 

*  As  for  the  Balance  of  Power,  it  ought  certainly  to  be 
preferved  :  In  this,  Sir,  all  the  other  Princes  and  States  of 
Europe  are  as  much,  nay,  more  nearly  concerned  than  we  ; 
therefore  they  ought  to  bear  their  Share  in  the  Expence, 
and  will  certainly  do  fo  when  they  find  it  neceffary.  But 
if,  upon  this  Pretence,  we  run  ourielvcs  headlong  into  every 
Broil  that  happens  in  Europe,  the  Dutch,  as  well  as  the 
reft,  will  very  probably  leave  the  whole  Charge  upon  us : 
They  will  negled  providing  in  Time  even  for  their  own  De- 
fence, when  they  find  us  fuch  Dupes  as  to  be  ready,  upon 
all  Occafions,  to  make  that  Provifion  for  them.  Whether 
our  late  Preparations  have  given  them  any  Ground  to  think 
fo,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  as  I  look  upon  the 
Dutch  to  be  a  very  wife  People,  I  muft  either  conclude  that 
they  think  fo,  in  which  Cafe  we  ought  not,  by  any  new 
Augmentation,  to  encourage  them  in  that  Opinion  ;  or  I 
muft  conclude,  that  the  Balance  of  Power  is  not  in  any  Dan- 
ger :  For  though  it  could  be  fuppofed  that  the  chief  Magi- 
ftrates  in  Holland  were  inclined  to  facrifice  the  Intereft,  or 
the  Safety  of  their  Country,  to  their  own  Safeties,  or  their 
own  little  private  Views  ;  yet,  if  the  Balance  of  Power  were 
in  any  Danger,  the  People  would  force  them  to  join  in  the 
War.  The  Magiftrates  of  that  Republick  are  not  protcfted 
either  by  Riot-Afts,  or  by  regular  7'roops  quarter'd  in  tis^i 
very  Bowels  of  their  Country  ;  and  therefore  the  People 
might  and  certainly  would  force  them  to  do  their  Duty,  or 
would  maffacre  them  as  they  have  done  heretofore  :  For  this 
Reafon  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  Balance  of  Power  is 
not  yet  in  any  Danger,  and  if  the  Balance  of  Power  be  as 
yet  in  no  Danger,  nor  the  particular  Intereft  of  this  Nalioa 
in  any  Danger,  there  was  no  Occafion  for  our  being  at  any 
Expence  on  account  of  the  prefent  VVar  ;  much  Icfs  is  there 
any  Occafion  for  our  putting  ourfelves  to  the  Expence  of 
the  Augmentation  propofed  ;  for  which  Reafon  I  muft  be 
againft  it.' 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  Member?,  who  were  f)r  th( 
Motion  for  30,000  Men,  as  follows 
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Anno  8.  Ceo.  II.  Sjr 

'y-''  <  '  Gentlemen  have  of  late  fallen  into  a  Method  of  dV- 
partirtg  froth  the  Quellion  in  Hand,  and  throwirtg  out  a 
gfeaf  many  Things  no  way  relating  to  the  Subjeft  they  fpeak 
to.  This  I  fiippofe  they  do  with  Defign  to  make  an  Im~ 
preffion  upon  Ibme  that  hfear  them  j  and  confcious  that  they 
cannot  conv'inCe  by  ReafOn,  they  Endeavour  to  perfuade 
by  Oratory,  and  by  florid  Expreflions  no  way  relating  to 
the  Affair  in  Difpute.  Tho'  it  be  irregular  even  to  follow 
them  in  fhefe  Deviations,  yet,  as  fuch  Things  ought  not 
to  pafs  without  fome  Sort  of  Anfwer,  I  hope  the  Houfe 
will  give  me  Leave  to  make  a  few  Remarks  upon  fome 
Things  that  have  been  faid,  notwithftanding  their  having 
no  Relation  to  the  Affair  now  before  us ;  but  firfl  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  fpeak  to  the  Queftion  in  Hand.  The  only 
proper  Queflion  now  before  us.  Sir,  I  take  to  be.  What  is 
the  Number  of  Seamen  necefiary  for  the  Security  of  this 
Nation  during  the  enfuing  Year  ?  Which  is  a  Queflion  that, 
in  my  Opinion,  no  W2y  relates  to  our  part  Conduft,  to  the 
Conduft  of  any  of  our  Allies,  nor  to  the  Queftion,  whether 
or  no  we  ought  to  take  a  Share  in  the  prelent  War  ? 

*  With  relation  to  the  Queftion  now  before  us,  his  Ma- 
jefly  has  given  us,  from  the  Throne,  all  the  Information 
that  is  proper  or  necefTiry,  and  all  the  Information  that  can,- 
I  think,  be  defired  by  any  Man  who  wifhes  well  to  his 
Country.  He  told  us  at  the  Bi;ginning  of  laft  Sefiion  of 
Parliament,  that  he  was  no  way  engaged  in  the  prefent  War^ 
nor  had  any  Part,  except  by  his  good  Offices,  in  thofe 
Tranfaftions,  which  had  been  declared  to  be  the  Caufes  and 
Motives  of  it  :  But  that  lie  could  not  fit  regardlefs  of  the 
Events  of  this  War,  nor  could  he  be  unconcerned  for  the 
future  Confequences  of  it  ;  and  I  am  fure  no  Man,  who 
has  a  Regard  to  the  Welfare  of  this  Nation,  or  to  the  Se- 
curity of  his  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government,  can  defire 
he  ftiould.  At  the  Beginning  of  this  Seffion  his  Majelly  told 
us,  that  he  is  not  yet  any  farther  engaged,  than  by  em- 
ploying his  good  Offices,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Dutch,  for 
reftoring  the  Peace  of  Europe  ;  but  that  his  good  Offices 
have  not  as  yet  had  the  defired  EfFeft  :  We  are  therefore  in 
the  prefent  Queflion  to  fuppofe,  that  this  Nation  is  not  as 
yet  any  way  engaged  in  the  War ;  but,  as  his  Majefly  has 
told  us,  the  bad  Confequences,  that  may  arife  and  affeft  us 
by  the  War's  being  carried  on,  are  obvioys ;  and  they  ought 
certainly  to  be  provided  againfl,  let  the  Charge  b^  what  it 
will.  Where  Fa<Ss  are  notorioufly  known  to  the  whole 
World,  where  Confequences  are  obvious  to  every  Man  of 
common  Capacity,  furely  Gentlemen  do  not  expeft  that  his 
Majelly,  either   in  his  Speech,  or  by  particular  MefTage, 
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XhpulfJ  glvp  this  Hpufe  a  long  and  particular  Detail  of  fuch   '^"^^  ^-  '^^''-  "• 
Fads  or  of  fuch  Confequences  ;  the  bare  Mention  of  them        '^5+^5- 
js  enough,  and  that  his  Alajefly  has  fufficiently  done,  both 
at  the"  Beginning  of  the  lail,  and  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
prefent  Seifion  of  Parliament. 

'  The  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  may  perhaps  not  be 
as  yet  in  Danger :  Nay,  Sir,  we  are  to  fuppofe  it  is  not  in 
Danger;  for  if  it  were,  his  Majelly  would  certainly  have 
acquainted  his  Parliament  with  it,  and  we  fhould  have  been 
liow  providing  for  a  yigorous  War,  inftead  of  providing  only 
for  our  Security  and  Defence.  Both  Parties  as  yet  pvofefs 
their  fmcere  Difpofuion  to  put  an  End  to  the  prefent 
Troubles,  upon  honourable  and  folid  Terms,  and  thefe  Pro- 
feflions  may  at  prefent  be  fuly  llncere  ;  but  the  Events  of 
.War  may  make  them  alter  t  leir  Profeffions,  or  may  render 
their  Profeffions  infincere  j  and  thefe  Events  .may  be  fo  fud- 
4en  and  fo  extraordinary,  that  without  our  joining  imme- 
diately in  the  War,  one  of  the  Parties  engaged  may  be  ut- 
ierl'y '  undone  :  Two  or  three  fignal  and  entire  Viaories 
might,  in  a  few  Months,  have  fuch  Confequences,  as  might 
put  it  out  of  our  Power  to  relieve  the  Party  conquered,  or 
to  ftem  the  Torrent  of  Succefs  on  the  Side  of  the  Conqueror. 
And  I  am  fure  it  cannot  be  pretended,  that  in  a  few  Months 
.we  could  raife  and  difcipline  fuch  Armies,  and  fit  out  fuch 
Fleets,  as  would  be  neceffary,  both  for  the  Defence  of  our 
own  Dominions,  and  for  affilHng  elFedualiy  the  Party  in 
Danger  of  being  quite  undone  :  Armies,  'tis  true,  may  be 
foon  raifed  j  but  according  to  the  exaft  Difcipline  now  ob- 
feryed,  it  requires  many  Months  before  thofe  Armies  can  be 
made  fit  for  Service,  or  proper  to  engage  againll  an 
Army  of  veteran  well-difciplin''d  Troops.  I  fhali  likevvife 
pant,  that  our  Ships  of  War  mny  be  manned  with  one 
Third  Land-Men  or  Marines,  but  even  thefe  Land-Men  or 
Marines  mull  be  fome  Time  on  Board,  before  they  c'  .j 
either  know  or  perform  their  Duty  in  the  fighting  of  a  Shit?''; 
for,  I  believe,  a  Man  of  War,  with  a  third  Part  of  her  Men 
jufttaken  from  the  Plough,  would  make  but  a  poor  Figure 
againfl:  a  Ship  of  equal  Force,  provided  with  able  Sailors 
and  welf  difciplined  Marines.  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  when 
the  AfFliirs  of  Europe  are  brought  to  fuch  a  Crifis,  that  an 
unlucky  Accident  may  render  it  abfolutely  nccclfary  for  us 
to  engage  immediately,  and  without  Delay,  in  the  War,  I 
mult  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  provide  in  Time,' in 
order  to  have  a  fufficient  Number  of  vvell-difciplined  Men, 
both  for  Sea  and  Land-Service,  fo  ready  and  fo  much  f.t 
Command,  as  to  enable  us  to  perform  immediately  that  Part, 
which  a  fudden  Emergency  m-xy  make  requifuc,  both  for 
our  own  Safety  and   the  Safety  of  Europe  ;  and  thi";  canno- 
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Anno  8,  Ceo.  11.   bc  doHC  but  by  Augmentations  feafonably  made,  both  to  our 
'-"^"—      .  Fleets  and  Armies. 

*  As  the  Prefervation  of  the  Balance  of  Power  is  of  fo 
much  Confequence  to  this  Nation,  and  fo  intimately  con- 
ne<^ed  with  our  Safety,  it  is  very  certain,  that  whatever 
Power  in  Europe  may  projeft  the  overturning  of  that  Ba- 
lance, that  Power  mult  expedt  to  have  Great  Britain  for  her 
Enemy,  as  foon  as  her  Project  comes  to  be  difcover'd  :  We 
may  therefore  be  affured,  that  when  any  one  of  the  Powers 
of  Europe  begins  to  entertain  fuch  ambitious  View,  they 
will  of  courfe  endeavour  to  make  a  Diverfion,  by  invading 
this  Jfland  ;  and  this  they  will  the  more  readily  attempt,  be- 
Cfiufe  we  have  always  a  llrong  Party  among  us,  who  are 
ready  to  fecond  any  foreign  Attempts,  for  the  Accomplilh- 
ment  of  their  own  felfifh  Views,  efpecially  if  at  any  Time 
they  find  us  not  properly  provided  for  our  own  Defence. 
Becaufe  one  of  our  neighbouring  Powers  is  engaged  in  War 
with  another,  we  are  not  from  thence  to  conclude,  that 
neither  of  them  will  make  any  Attempts  upon  this  Wand  ; 
for  if  either  of  the  Parties  engaged  in  War  has  really  a 
Defign  to  overturn  the  Balance  of  Power,  they  will  certainly 
conceal  that  Defign,  and  endeavour  to  cover  it  with  Pro- 
feffions  of  Juftice  and  Moderation  as  long  as  they  can  :  But 
when  they  find  they  can  conceal  it  no  longer,  when  they 
find  that  we  begin  to  fmoke  what  they  aim  at,  can  we  be- 
lieve they  will  wait  till  we  attack  them,  or  join  with 
their  Enemies  againft  them  ?  On  the  contrary,  ought  we 
not  to  expeft  that  they  will  endeavour  to  divert  us,  by 
giving  us  fome  Bufinefs  at  Home  ?  and  how  do  we  or  can 
we  knew  but  this  may  be  the  Cafe  at  prefent  ?  Ought  not 
we  therefore  to  provide  againft  fuch  Attempts  in  Time,  that 
we  may  be  at  Liberty  to  do  our  Duty,  when  we  find  the 
Balance  of  Power  is  really  llruck  at  ? 

.  '  Gentlemen  cannot,  it  feems,  dirtinguifh,  or  at  leafl,  Sir, 
I  find  they  will  not  diilinguiih  between  thofe  Events  which 
might  have  happened,  and  Events  which,  by  proper  Care 
and  Precaution,  were  perhaps  prevented  :  If  by  not  pro- 
viding in  Time  for  our  Defence,  fome  fignal  Misfortune 
fhould  happen  to  the  Nation,  fuch  Men  would  then  have  a 
juit  Reafon  for  finding  Fault  with  thole  employed  in  the 
Adminiftration.  And  if  any  fuch  Thing  had  lately  happened, 
I  do  not  doubt  but  that  it  would  have  been  propagated  with 
great  Induitry,  that  our  Surprize  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
two  blundering  Brothers ;  but  when  all  fuch  Accidents  arc 
prevented  by  the  prudent  IVlcafures  that  have  been  purfued, 
and  by  making  feafonable  and  proper  ProvJfions  for  our  De-r 
fence,  then  it  is  pretended  we  never  were  in  any  Danger  i 
and  from  thence  they  take  Occafion  to  find  Fault  with  the 
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Expences  that  have  been  wifely  and  neceffarily  incurred  by  Anno  8.  Geo. 
the  making  of  fuch  feafonable  and  proper  Provifions ;  and  '^54-35- 
thus.  Sir,  fome  Gentlemen  will  always  find  plaufible  Pre- 
tences for  decrying  thofe  Meafures  that  have  been  purfued, 
let  them  be  what  they  will.  However,  I  fliall  always  think 
they  aft  the  bell  and  the  wifeft  Part,  who  chufe  to  give  us 
Time  and  Leifure  to  roaft  them  in  this  Houfe,  for  their  ex- 
penfive  and  extravagant  Meafures,  rather  than  to  have  our 
Attention  diverted  from  them  by  a  civil  War  kindled  up, 
or  a  foreign  Army  adtually  landed  in  the  liland.  And  when 
a  War  was  broke  out,  in  which  this  Nation  might  very 
probably  be  involved ;  when  our  Neighbours,  and  thofe 
Neighbours  too  from  whom  we  have  moft  to  fear,  were 
leadmg  out  great  Armies,  and  fitting  out  powerful  Squa^ 
drons,  I  muft  think  that  it  was  at  leaft  prudent  in  us  to 
make  thofe  Provifions  for  our  Security  which  were  made  lafl 
Year ;  and  as  we  are  in  the  greater  Danger  of  being  in- 
volved the  longer  the  War  continues,  I  cannot  be  againft 
the  fmall  Augmentation  now  propofed. 

*  To  pretend  to  tell  us.  Sir,  what  France  and  Spain  in- 
tended to  have  done  lait  Year,  or  to  pretend  to  tell  us  what 
they  intend  to  do  this  next  Year,  with  the  Ships  of  War 
they  have  continued  in  Commiffion,  is,  I  think,  fomething 
extraordinary.  We  may  perhaps  guefs  at  feme  of  their 
Defigns,  but  I  fhall  always  think  it  very  imprudent,  to 
leave  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  this  Nation  to  depend  upon 
fuch  Guefs-work  ;  efpecially  when  we  confider,  that  they 
have  no  Occafion  to  fit  out  any  great  Fleet  againft  any 
Power  in  Europe  but  ourfelves  j  and  therefore  it  is  not  to 
be  prefumed,  that  they  would  put  themfelves  to  fuch  a  great 
Expence,  unlefs  they  were  fufpicious  that  the  Meafures  they 
have  refolved  to  purfuc,  may  make  this  Nation  engage 
in  the  War  ;  and  in  iuch  a  Cafe,  I  think  it  is  natural  to 
believe,  they  would  take  the  firfl  Opportunity  to  invade  or 
difturb  us  :  They  have  fuch  an  abfolute  Command  over  all 
the  Seamen  of  their  Country,  they  have  always  fuch  Num- 
bers of  regular  Troops  upon  their  Coalls,  or  within  a  few 
Days  march  of  their  Sea-Ports,  that  when  they  have  their 
Ships  ready  equip'd  and  fit  for  failing,  it  would  be  eafy  for 
them  to  clap  Seamen  and  Land- Forces  on  Board  ;  and  they 
might  arrive  upon  the  Coalts  of  this  Kingdom,  before  it 
would  be  pofiible  for  us  to  raan  and  fit  our  Fleet  fulKcient  to 
engage  thejn,  if  we  had  not  made  fome  extraordinary  Pro- 
vifion  beforehand  :  This  every  Man  mull  be  convinced  of, 
who  knows  the  Difficulty  v.e  had  to  procure  Seamen  enough 
for  the  Squadron  we  fitted  out  laft  Summer,  notwithllanding 
the  long  Time  v/e  had  to  Ipok  for  them,  and  the  Method 
ol  Prcfiing  which  we  were  even  then  obliged  to  make  ufc 
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of.  Nor  does  it  figni/y  to  tell  us,  that  at  tliis  Rate  we  fhall 
always  be  obliged  to  fit  out  Squadrons,  and  put  ourfelves  to 
a  great  Expdnce,  whenever  any  of  our  Neighbours  begin  to 
fit  out  one ;  for  I  take  it  to  be  a  right  Maxim,  I  really 
think  we  ought  to  prepare  and  fit  out  a  Squadron,  when- 
ever we  fee  any  of  our  Neighbours  doing  fo,  unlei's  we  very 
well  know  the  Purpofes  tlieir  Squadron  is  defigned  for.  The 
Expence  beftowed  upon  fitting  out  A  Squadron  may  be  an 
Expence  to  the  Publick,  but  it  is  litt'e  or  no  Lofs  to  the 
Nation  ;  the  whole  is  expended  among  our  own  People,  and 
it  not  only  improves  our  Seamen,  by  making  them  acquain- 
ted with  the  Service  on  Board  a  Man  of  War,  but  it  in- 
creafes  their  Number  ;  for  every  Fleet  we  fit  out  encourages  a 
Number  of  Land  Men  to  engage  in  the  Sea-Service  :  Where- 
as, if  by  neglefting  to  do  fo,  the  Kingdom  fliould  be  invaded, 
and  a  civil  War  kindled  up,  the  Nation  would  in  that  Cafe 
fuffer  a  real  Lofs,  a  Lofs  which  might  far  furmount  the 
Expence  the  Publick  could  be  put  tci  by  the  fitting  out  of 
tvv't'.nty  Squadrons  ;  fo  that  We  may  fuffer  by  neglecting  this 
M  ixim,  b'lt  can  never  fufFer  by  obferving  it. 

*  I  Iball  readily  grant,  that  this  Nation  would  be  more 
fonr.idable,  if  we   owed  no  publick    Debts,  and   had    the 
fame  Fleet  and  the  fame  regular  Army  we  have  at  prefent  j 
but  if  we  had  no  Squadron  ready  to  put  to  Sea,  nor  any 
regular  Troops  ready  to  take  the  Field,    I  cannot  admit  that 
we  fliould  then  be  fb  formidable  as  we  are  at  prefent,  even 
ti'.o'  Vv'e  did  not  owe  a  Shilling  in  the  World.    We  all  know, 
that  what  now  makes  a  Nation  formidable,  is  not  the  Num- 
ber nor    the  Riches   of  its  Inhabitants,  but  the   Number  of 
Ships  of  Wsr  provided  with  able  Seamen,  and   the   Number 
of  regular  well  difcipliiicd  Troops  they  have  at  Command  : 
And,  whatever  Gentlemen  m.ay  think  of  the  Acceptation  of 
his  Majeily's  good  Offices,  I  am  perfuaded   they  would  not 
have   been  fo  readily  accepted,  if  the  Parties   had  not  feon 
ir-  preparing  to  do  them  bad  GfHceSj  in  Cafe  they  had  refuA 
ed  to  accept  of  our  good.     The  accepting  of  our  gOod   Of- 
fices will,  at  kail,  furnifh  us  with  an  Opportunity  of  making 
ourfelves  better  acquainted  with  the  Views  of  all  the  Pauies 
ccnct  jTiCd  ;  and  there  is  no  Condition  annexed  by  either  Par- 
ty, but  what  was  and  mull  have   been  underflood  when  v>^e 
made  the  Offer.     For  furely,  when  v/e  oiFered  the  Interpofi- 
tion  of  our  good    Offices,  we  were  not  to  fuppofe   that  the 
F.tnprror    was,  by   his    Acceptance,   to  pafs   from  any    De- 
ma".n .  he  thought  he  had  upon  us  ;  nor  v/ere  we  to  fuppofe 
that  the   Allies  would  cr   could  accept  of  our  good  Offices, 
unlcfs  we  continued  neutral  :   And  while  we  do  fo,  our  Pre- 
p[ira?!ors  can  give   no  Encouragement  to  either  Side  to  in- 
ij\  upon  unreafonable   Term.s ;  nor  can  they  give  the   leaft 
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Jealoufy  to  ettlier  Side,  anlefs  one  or  the  other  have  Views,   '''".no  s.  Geo  if. 
<vhich  they  know  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Prefervation  of  s^_^^^^^ 
the  Balance  of  Pawer  in  Europe. 

•  I  find.  Sir,  fome  Gentlemen  ha\'e  got  into  a  very  odd 
way  of  talking,  when  they  have  Occafion  to  mention  the 
publick  Expence  ;  fot  if  it  the  leaft  exceeds  a  Million  it  is 
to  be  called  two,  if  it  exceeds  two  it  is  to  be  called  three  : 
and  becaafe  it  may  probably  this  Year  a  little  exceed  three 
Milldns,  therefore  it  is  to  be  called  four  :  So  that  a  Million 
with  thefe  Gentlemen  feems  to  be  of  very  little  Confi- 
deration ;  yet  when  we  talk  of  Englifli  Mofiey,  I  cannot 
but  think  that  a  Million,  or  near  a  Million,  is  a  Sum  not 
to  be  defpifcd,  and  one  in  four  is  furely  a  material  DifFerehct- 
What  the  publick  Expence  was,  during  the  War  in  King 
William's  Reign,  or  what  the  Numbei-  of  Seamen  was  that 
was  kept  up  during  the  late  War,  I  Ihali  not  now  inquire ; 
I  believe  both  were  as  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  been 
pleafed  to  reprefent,  but  I  think  neither  material  at  prefent; 
for  we  are  not  to  proportion  our  yearly  Expence,  or  our 
Number  of  Seamen,  by  paft  Times,  but  by  prefent  Necef- 
fities.  When  our  Neighbours  increafe  their  publick  Ejf- 
pence,  or  their  Numbers  either  of  Seamen  or  Land -Soldiers, 
we  mufl:  increafe  ours,  otherwife  we  may  happen  to  fall  a 
Sacrifice  to  our  Frugality  :  And  as  both  France  and  Spain, 
but  efpecially  the  latter,  have  very  much  encreafed  their  Na- 
val Force  fmce  laft  War,  if  we  fliould  be  obliged  to  engage 
againfl:  thofe  two  Powers,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  the 
Cafe,  it  is  certain  we  fhould  be  forced  to  maintain  a  grea- 
ter Number  of  Seamen,  than  we  had  at  any  Time  during  thfc 
late  War  ;  and  the  fooner  we  begin  to  provide,  the  lefs  Harm 
lha!l  we  do  our  Merchants,  the  lefs  Stagnation  fhall  we  make 
in  our  Tr.de. 

*  This,  S'r,  noturally  leads  me  to  take  Notice  of  the 
Dam  !?e  done  co  our  Trade,  by  the  fitting  out  a  Squadron 
kil  S.irnincr.  I  flinll  allow,  that  our  Merchants  thereby 
{ufff-y"'l  fome  Inconvenience,  and  were  put  to  greater  Charge 
than  ufual  for  the  Freight  of  Ships  ahd  Wages  of  Seamen  : 
But  when  the  Whole  is  in  Danger,  the  private  Intercft  of 
particular  Perfons  mud  yield  to  it  j  and  the  Stop  that  w^as 
put  to  our  Trade  laft  Summer,  h,  in  my  Opinion,  the  ftrong- 
eft  Arg'iment  that  can  be  thought  of  for  the  Augmentation 
now  propofed,  and  for  our  laying  it  down  as  a  Maxim,  al- 
^■■ay?  to  begin  early  to  fit  out  Squadrons,  as  foon  as  the 
Danger  of  War  begins  to  appear  :  For  if  we  fhould  never 
think  of  any  Augmentation  of  Seamen  'till  we  come  up- 
on the  very  Brink  of  a  War,  we  muft  take  or  prefs  30  or 
perhaps  40,000  Seamen  all  at  once  into  the  Service  of  the 
Publick:  And  if  the  rftifing   of  1 2  or  15,000  Seamen  laft 
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Anno  8.  Gee.  II.  Summer  put  fuch  a  Damp  to  our  Trade,  furely  the  raifing 
■'i+iS  of  30  or  40,000  all  at  once  would  put  an  entire  Stop  to 
it :  Whereas  if  we  begin  early,  and  raife  our  Seamen  by  De- 
grees, frefh  Men  encouraged  by  high  Wages,  will  be  daily 
entering  into  the  Merchants  Service  ;  thofe  that  enter  this  Year 
will  be  Seamen  againft  the  next,  and  thus  every  Year  will  af- 
ford a  new  Fleece  for  the  Navy,  fo  that  in  a  little  Time  we 
may  have  our  Navy  fully  provided,  even  for  the  mod  heavy 
War,  without  putting  at  any  Time  any  great  Stop  to  our 
.  Trade. 

*  As  for  the  Dutch,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
enter  into  a  Difquifition  about  what  they  have  done,  what 
they  ought  to  do,  or  what  Number  of  Land-Forces  may 
be  neceflary  for  the  Safety  of  that  Republick  ?  For  tho' 
they  arc  our  natural  Allies,  yet  furely  we  are  not  in  every 
Thing  to  be  diredcd  altogether  by  their  Conduft  :  We  are  a 
dillindl  Nation,  and  tho'  our  Interelts  be  generally  the  fame, 
yet  in  fome  particular  Cafes  they  may  happen  to  be  dif- 
ferent ;  and  when  it  fo  happens,  we  muft  certainly  follow 
different  Meafures.  The  Dutch  are,  'tis  true,  a  wife  People, 
but,  as  wife  as  they  are,  they  may  perhaps  negleft  or 
niiftake  their  own  Intereft,  as  well  as  the  general  Intereft  of 
Europe ;  and  if  they  do  fo,  muft  we  neceftarily  do  the  fame  ? 
I  hope  no  fuch  Thing  will  be  pretended  ;  for  In  fuch  a 
Cafe  we  fhould  become  in  fome  manner  a  Province  to  Hol- 
land, we  Ihould  become  a  meer  Cypher  in  all  publick  Tranf- 
adlions,  and  (hould  be  no  way  regarded  by  any  of  the  Pow- 
ers of  Europe  ;  for  if  they  could  but  fecure  the  Dutch,  they 
might  always  depend  upon  getting  us  into  the  fame  Mea- 
fure  ;  and  when  the  Dutch  found  we  had  fuch  a  thorough 
Dependence  upon  them,  as  good  Allies  as  they  are,  they 
might  perhaps,  now  and  then,  make  ufe  of  it  in  a  Way 
which  would  no  way  contribute  either  to  our  Intereft  or 
Honour. 

'  Permit  me  now,  Sir,  to  take  fome  Notice  of  the  Re- 
flexions that  have  been  thrown  out  upon  our  late  Nego- 
tiations and  Treaties.  As  for  the  Treaties  of  Hanover  and 
Seville,  we  had  certainly  very  good  Reafons  to  enter  into 
them  at  the  Time  they  were  negotiated  and  concluded  :  And 
a?  they  were  approved  of  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
I  r.iiink  I  have  no  Obligation  to  fay  any  Thing  in  Favour  of 
cither  ;  for  the  Approbation  of  aBritiih  Parliament  I  take  to 
'oea  mor€  aufhentick  Proof  of  their  Utility,  than  any  thing 
fhat  can  be  faid  by  a  private  Gentleman  in  their  Commenda- 
tion ;  and  all  the  Objedions  to  them  have  been  already  fo 
often  anfu'cred,  that  'tis  needlefs  to  repeat  them  :  But  when 
Gentlemen  give  us  fuch  a  terrible  \'icw  of  the  Confequences, 
tii.v:  niay  eniue  in  Cale  the  prcient  Emperor  Ihoald  hap- 
pen 
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pen  to  die  before  the  Affairs  of  Germany  are  fully  fettled,  Amios.  Ceo.  n. 
i  am  furprifed  to  hear  them  find  Fault  with  the  late  Treaty  .     'Ij "   ' 
of  Vienna,  which  was  concluded   for  no  other  End  but  to 
prevent  that  fatal  Cataftrophe  :    Fatal  it  would  certainly  be 
to  the  Affairs  of  Europe  in  general  ;   and  therefore  I  mr.ft 
think  we  had  the  ftrongeft  Inducement   to  enter  into  the 
Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanation,  in  the  moil  unlimit- 
ed Manner,  as  being  the  only  Expedient  by  which  that  fatal 
Cataftrophe  may  be  prevented.     What  Reafons  the  Dutch 
might  have  for  their  Backwardnefs  or  Caution  about  enter- 
ing into  that  Treaty,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  if  I  were  to  judge 
of  their  Wifdom  from  their   Behaviour  in  that  Refped,  I 
cannot  fay  I  Ihould  have  the  bell  Opinion  of  it. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Attack  made  upon  the  Emperor 
in  Italy,  by  the  Spaniards  and  the  King  of  Sardinia,  it  is 
certain,  that  this  Nation  has  neither  given  them  any  En- 
couragement nor  any  Provocation  to  do  fo  ;  and  whether 
the  Imperial  Court  has  given  them  any  juft  Provocation,  is 
an  Affair,  which  the  Mediators  mull  of  courfe  inquire  into, 
when  they  come  to  offer  a  Plan  for  a  Pacification.  As  to 
the  Affair  of  Poland,  where  the  honourable  Gentkman  had 
his  Information,  with  refpedl  to  what  he  has  been  pleafed 
to  relate  to  us  about  that  Affair,  I  ihall  not  pretend  to 
guefs  ;  but  I  mull  believe,  that  his  Majefty  knows  nothing 
about  any  fuch  Anfwers  having  ever  been  given  to  the 
French,  or  about  any  fuch  Inllruftions  having  been  fent  to 
his  Minifters  in  Poland  :  This  I  muft  believe  from  what  his 
Majefty  told  us  in  his  Speech,  at  the  Opening  of  laft  Seffion 
of  Parliament ;  and  if  there  ever  was  any  fuch  Thing,  I  am 
very  fure  that  I  am  not  to  anfwer  for  all  the  Meafures  that 
have  been  lately  purfued,  for  that  is  one  Article  I  knov/ 
nothing  of 

•  To  conclude,  Sir,  the  Nation  has  already  been  put  to  a 
great  Expence,  and  muft  be  yet  put  to  a  farther  Expence  on 
account  of  the  prefent  War  ;  perhr.ps  too  feme  private  Men 
may  have  been  expofed  to  fome  Inconveniencies,  by  the  Pre- 
parations we  have  already  made  ;  but  thefe  Expences  and 
thefe  Inconveniencies  ought  to  be  born  with  Patience,  when 
we  confider  the  Difference  between  our  Situation  and  that  of 
fome  of  our  Neighbours :  I  believe  I  may  juftly  compute, 
that  by  the  bloody  and  obftinate  Battles,  Sieges  and  Skirmi- 
fhes,  which  have  already  happened  fmce  this  War  firft  broke 
Out,  each  of  the  Parties  engagc-d  has  loft  at  leaft  50,000 
Men  ;  fo  that  while  tlic  Trade  of  our  Neighbours  is  inter- 
rupted, while  a  Stop  has  been  put  to  all  forts  of  Manufac- 
tures and  Improvements  among  them,  while  their  Lands  are 
kid  wafte,  fuch  Multitudes  of  their  Men  dcftroyed,  we  have 
Cftr;i?d  on  our  Trade  with  Security  -,  our  Manufadures  have 
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Ar^na^t.Gio.u.    j^en  impfoved,  and  extraordinary  Quantities  of  oar  CotQ 
i^J.-^,— _^;  exported  ;    np  Britifh  Farmer   has   been   diflurbed,  not  aj^ 
Acre  of  Land  laid  wafte,  not  a  Drop  of  Britifh  Blood  fpilt  : 
Therefore,  while   we  enjoy    fo  much  Safety   and  Quiet,  I 
can't  think  any  Man  has  Reafon  to  complain  of  the  Charge 
the  Nation  has  been  put  to,  or  of  the  few  Inconveniencies 
he  has   fnffered,    for  the  Prefervation  of  that  Safety  and 
Quiet  which  he  has  enjoyed  :  And  as  I  am   fully  fatisfied, 
that  what  is  now  propofed  is  abfolutely  neceffary,    for  fecur- 
ing  our  future  Enjoyment  of  the  fame  Safety  and  Quiet,  I 
fliall  moft  heartily  give  my  Confenc' 
5r;,oooMcnvotoa        Thco  the  Quei];ion  being  put,  Thnt  20,000  Men  be  em- 
for  ihc  Yeafi^i^  ploy'd  for  the  Sea  Service  for   the  Year    1735  it  pafled  in 
the  Negative  by  256  to  183.     After  which  it  was  refolv'd, 
wichout  dividing,  that  30,000  Seamen  be  employed  for  the 
faid  Service. 
Mr  =.w;!vs's  Mo-        JV^.  i3.MrSandys  moved,    'That  an   humble  Addrefs 
i,Tihe'Kliig^  for'  ^  bc  prefentcd   to  his  Majelly,    that  he  would  give  Directions 
Ex *^ii "'"i^ic^rM   *^°  ^^^  proper  Officer  to  lay   before  the  Houfe  an  Account  of 
in  cnnfcTjence  of  (hg  Expenccs  incurred,   in  Confequence  of  the  Vote  of  Cre- 
p.jGv/ilii'scffiun.   dit  paffed  at  the  End  of  lall  Seffion  of  Parliament.' 
•..:-tate  thereon.  But  this  Motion  was  oppos'd  by  Mr  Ploratio  WrJpoIe, 

■^i;  H-  ^^-  Mr  Henry  Pelham,  Sir  William  Yonge,  Col  Bladen,  Mr 
7.>v,  Yongc.'  Winnington,  and  Mr  Danvers,  who  alledg'd,  *  That  the 
:Vr\vbii^ir:r,t.-.n.  Houfc  had  then  before  them  what  v/as  propo.^'d  to  be  de- 
»'r  •;.■-.-;..  iir'd  by  the  Addrefs  moved  for;  for  in  one  Acqount  they 
had  the  whole  of  the  Expcnces  (J; at.  had  been  incurred  by 
any  Addition  m de  to  the  Sea-Service,  in  Confequence  of 
that  Vote  of  Credit  ;  in  another  they  had  an  Account  of 
the  v.hole  Expences  that  had  been  incurred  by  any  Addition 
made  to  the  Land- Service  ;  and  in  a  third  they  had  an  Ac- 
count of  what  had  been  incurred  on  occafion  of  the  Treaty 
tately  concluded  with  Denmark  :  Befides  all  which,  they  had 
an  Account  of  what  Monies  had  been  ilTued  from  the  Trea- 
fury,  for  all  or  either  of  thefe  Services  in  Purfuancc  of  a 
Claufe  in  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  pall'd  lall  Seffion,  for  en- 
abling his  Majelly  to  apply  any  Part  of  the  Money  granted 
for  the  Service  of  lall  Year,  towards  the  Expence  of  making 
fuch  Augmentations  of  his  Forces  by  Sea  or  Land,  or  of 
concerting  fuch  other  Meafures  as  he  Ihould  judge  neceffary 
for  the  Safety  of  this  Nation  :  That  from  theie  Accounts 
any  Man  might  eafily  fee  what  Expences  had  been  incurred, 
in  confequence  of  that  Vote  of  Credit  ;  for  that  as  to  the 
Sea-Service,  whatever  appeared  from  that  Account  to  have 
been  incurred,  over  and  above  what  was  granted  by  lail  Parlia- 
rr.ent,  for  maintaining  the  20,000  Seamen  then  voted  for 
hsi  Year's  Service,  mull  appear  to  be  an  additional  Expence, 
iiicurredintor.fcquenceof  that  Vote  of  Credit;  And  as  to.the 
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Land-Service,  whatever  appeared  from  the  Account  then  be-   Annoj!  oco.n, 

fore  them,  relating  to  that  Service,    to  have  been  incurred  C«-»-v^^*— «J 

over  and  above  what  was  granted  by  lall  Parliament,  for 

the   17,704    Land-Forces    then   voted    to   be    kept  up    in 

Great  Britain,  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  for  lail  Year,  mull  bean 

additional  Expence  incurred,  in  confequence  of  that  Vote  of 

Credit ;    And   as  to  what  had  been  incurred  on  Occahon  of 

the  late  Treaty  with   Denmark,  it  was  certain  the  whole 

was    to  be  placed   to  the  Account  of  Expences  incurred,  in 

confequence  of  that  ConHdence,   which  was    fo  reafonably 

veiled  in  his  Majefly  in  the  lail  Seffion  of  Parliament.  So  that 

:hey  could  not  pofiibly  expeft  any  farther  or  new  Accounts 

by  the  Addrefs  propofed  ;  and   the   prefenting  of  fuch  an 

Addrefs  would,  in  their  Opinion,  ihcw  a  want  of  Refped  to 

his  Majefiy,  and  a  fore  of  Jealoufy  and  Diffidence  in  what 

he  had  already  ordered  to  be  laid  before  them.' 

Hereupon  Mr  Sandys  propoled  an  Amendr.ient  to  his  Mo-  M;Sandys. 
tion,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  Words,  viz.  0-7jf/'  n-nd 
above  thofe,  of^vhicb  Accounts    had  already  been  laid  before 
the  Hoiife  ;  and  was  fupported  by  Mr  Pulteney  and  Sir  Wil-  ^tr  Puitensy. 
Ham  Wyndham  :  But  the  Members  who  oppofed  the  Motion  ^"■^^'•\\>diu:'.i. 
as  firil  propofed  by  Mr  Sandys,  objedled  likcwife  to  the  A- 
mendment  offered.  *  That  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  any  Mr  w^iipois. 
other  Expences  had  been  incurred,  than  thofe  contained  in  '?'  VrXa^x^, 
the  Accounts   then    before    them  :     That  they  could    af-  ^"^,  ^"i^""^""^" 
fure  Gentlemen,    that  no  Money  had  been  ilfued  from  the 
Treafury,  by  Virtue  of  the  Claufe  they  had  mentioned,  but  M' Da 
what   was  iiated  in   the  Accounts  already  laid  before   tiio 
Houfe  ;    nor    had  any   Expences    been  incurred  but  what 
were  contained  in  the  three  Accounts  relating  to   the  Sea- 
Service,    the  Land-Service,  and  the   late  Treaty  with  Den- 
mark :    That  the   prefenting  of  fuch  an    Addrefs   was  real- 
ly in  fome  manner  provoking    the  Crown   to  make  farther 
Demands  upon  them  :  And  that  if  what  was  then  propofed 
fhould  come   to  be  a  Precedent,  it  would  become  neceilary 
for  the  Crown  to  add  a  Certificate  to  every  Account  to  be 
given  in  hereafter  to  Parliament,  certifying.  That  thefe  art- 
all  the    Expences  that    have   been  incurred,    or  fome    fucl\ 
Words  to   that  Purpofe,  which  they   thought  would  look  a 
little  abfurd  :    I'hat  therefore  they  could   not  agree  to  tho 
Amendment,  but  when  it  was  difigrecd  to,  as  they  hoped  it 
would,  they  wo.ild  propofe  that  the  iblK'.wing  V/oids  ihould 
be  added,  by  way  of  Amendment  to  the  Motion,  viz.  Not- 
iiAthjlanding  that  full  Accounts  of  all  Expences,    that  had 
been  incurred,  hud  been  already  laid  bfore  that  Ihiufe  :    TJiat 
this  was  the  moll  natural    Amendment  tJiat  could  be  made 
to  the  Motion,  bccaufe,   by  the  Audition  of  thcil;  Words,  ic 
v/ould  appear   lu  its  p;-cper   ar'.d    tr.iC   Lyhr.    and    in   tlrit: 
Vol.  IV.  C  ~  I.  :,■. 


VVinnin^ton. 
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Anno  8.  Goo.  !i.   Light  they  were  perfuaded  the  Houfe  would   not  agree 

j^JII^l^  to  it; 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  the  Members,  who  were  for 

1^''  ^  h'y':  the  Motion,  '  That  they  could  not   but  think  that  the  Mo- 

birw.  wyn'dhani.  tion,   as  it  llood  at  firll,  was  a  very  proper  Motion,  becaufe 
it  would  be  much  better  and  more  diftinft,  to  have  all  thefe 
Expences  fairly  and  fully  ftated  in  one  Account,  than  to 
have  them  difperfed  in  feveral  Accounts,  and  confounded 
with  a  great  many  other  Articles  :  That   this   Method  of 
Hating  thoie  Expences  would   be  attended  with  this  Advan- 
tage, that  it  would  clearly  Ihew  to  Gentlemen,   how  fparing; 
his  Majelly  had  been  in  making  ufe  of  that  unlimited  Credit 
given  him  the  Lift  Seffion,  which  would  be  a  great  Induce- 
ment to  that  Houfe  to  renew   that  Credit,  whenever  his 
Majelly  ftiould  pleafe  to  demand  it :  This  they  thought  the 
honourable  Gentlemen  would  not  have  obftrufted,  becaufe 
it  might  perhaps  be  of  great  Advantage  to  them  upon  fome 
future  Occafion  ;  but  as  thofe  Gentlemen  did  not  feem  to 
like  that  Way  of  ftating  the  Account,  therefore  they  were 
willing  to  make  the  Amendment  propofed  to  their  Motion, 
in   order  to  prevent  a  Negative's  being  put  upon  a  Queftion 
of  fuch  Moment :  That  they  hoped  no  Expences  had  been 
incurred,  in  confequence  of  that  Vote  of  Credit,  but  what 
Appeared  upon  the  feveral  Accounts  then  before  them ;  but 
it  would  be  a  great  Satisfaftion  to  the  Houfe,  to  have  a  di- 
reft  Anfwer  upon  that  Subjeft  from  the  Crown ;  for  tho' 
they  were  perfuaded  that  the  Gentlemen,  who  had  taken 
upou  them  to  affure  the  Houfe  that  no  other  Expences  had 
been  incurred,    or  Money  ilTued,  but  what  were  contained  in 
thefe  Accounts,  really  believed  it  to  be  as  they  had  declared  ; 
yet  in  fuch  Cafes  that  Houfe  was  not  to  take  an  Anfwer  from 
any  Member,  for  were  he  the  greatefl  Subjed  in  the  Nation, 
his  Word  or  his   Declaration  was  no  Parliamentary  Satif- 
faflion,   nor  could  it  be  taken  as  fuch  :  That  with  refpedt  to 
the  Certificate  mentioned,  it  was  in    the  prefent  Cafe  fo  far 
from  being  abfurd,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necellary  :  When 
certain  Sums  were  granted  by  Parliament,  and  thofe  Sums 
appropriated  by  Parliament  to  certain   Ufes,  fuch  a  Certi- 
ficate would,  'twas  true,  be  quite  unneceffary,  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  infift  upon  any  fuch  ;  but  wheii  an  unlimited 
Credit  had  been  granted  by  Parliament,  and    that  Credit 
unlimited  likewife  as  to  the  Ufes  it  was  to  be  applied  to, 
it  was  abfolutely  neceifary  to  have  a  Certificate  in  the  Man- 
ner mentioned  by  the  honourable  Gentlemen,  certifying  that 
fuch  Sums,  and  no  more,  had  been  taken    up  on    that  Vote 
of  Credit  ;  and  that  the  Sums  fo  taken  up  had  been  applied 
to  fuch  Ufes,  and  none  other  :  For,  without  fuch  a  Certificate, 
U  would  be  impoffiblc  for  that  Houfe  to  know  how  the 
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Accounts  of  the  Nation  flood  ;  they  could  not  know  but  Anns  g.  Geo.  n. 
every  fucceeding  Year  might  bring  a  new  Demand,  to  pro-  .  ^^'^'~'  > 
vide  for  fome  Expence  incurred,  or  fome  Debt  contracted,  * 

in  confequence  of  the  unlimited  Credit  they  had  formerly 
given  :    That  therefore  it   was  incumbent  upon  them,  as 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  to  demand  fuch  a  Certificate ;  they 
were  bound  in  Honour,  and   in  Duty  to  their  Conllituents, 
to  infill  upon  having  fuch  a  Certificate,  and  fuch  a  Certifi- 
cate could  not  be  had  any  other  Way  than  by  prefenting 
the  Addrefs  propofed  :  That  as  to  the  Amendment  intended 
to  be  added  by  the  worthy  Gentlemen,  in  order  to  make 
their  Queflion   appear  ridiculous  upon  the  Journals  of  that 
Houfe,  it  did  not  at  all  deter  them  from  infilling  upon  their 
Quellion,  nor  from  infilling  upon  the  Amendment  they  had 
propofed  :  That  they   had  no  Caufe  to  fufpeft,  that  that 
Houfe  would  agree  to  the  Amendment  intended  by  the  wor- 
thy Gentleman  ;  but  if  they  had,  it  would  give  them  no 
Pain  ;   for  whatever  that  Houfe  might  do,  the  World  with- 
out Doors  would  judge  rightly,  and  would  fix  the  Ridicule 
where  it  properly  belonged  :  That  they  would,  upon    that 
Occafion,  put  the  Gentleman  in    mind  of  what  appeared 
upon  their  Journals  :  They  remembered  a  certain  great  Man 
was,  in  a  former  Parliament,  accufed   of  fome   very  high 
Crimes,  and  a  Queflion  was  aftually  moved  and  feconded 
in  that  Houfe  for  a  Refolution  in  thefe  Terms,  '  That  it 

*  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  fuch  a  great  Man  \_naming  hif/i'] 

*  had  been  guilty  of  feveral  heinous  and  fraudulent  Prac- 

*  tices,  &c/  That  this  was  the  Quellion  as  fiill  moved  ; 
but  the  Friends  of  that  great  Man,  in  order  to  defeat  the 
Queflion  by  rendering  it  ridiculous,  propofed  that  the  Words, 
it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  fhould  by  way  of  Amendment  be 
left  out  of  the  Queflion  :  That  upon  a  Divifion  this  Amend- 
ment was  approved  of  by  a  corrupt  Majority,  and  that  the 
Quellion,  fo  made  ridiculous  by  the  Amendment,  flood  to 
that  Day  upon  their  Journals,  as  the  worthy  Gentlemen 
might  fee  if  they  pleafed  ;  but  that  the  thus  rendering  the 
Queflion  ridiculous,  was  far  from  rendering  ridiculous  thofe 
who  had  at  firfl  propofed  it :  On  the  contrary,  the  Ridicule 
fell  upon  thofe,  who  made  the  Queflion  ridiculous  by  their 
Amendment ;  and  accordingly  at  the  Eleftions  for  the  very 
next  Parliament,  mofl  of  them  were  neglefted  by  their 
Country,  and  juftly  rcfufed  the  Honour  of  continuing  any 
longer  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  in  that  Houfe.' 

The  Queflion  being  at  laft  put  upon  the  Amendment,  it 
was  carried  in  the  Negative,   by   167  to   106. 

Feb.  14.  The  Houfe  being  in  a  Grand  Committee  on  the  ^'^Z'X^'^^''^ 
Supply,  Mr  Andrews  mov^l,  That  the  Number  of  cffcftive  Jj;;^.';;;p  '"f 
C   2  Miiv,    "'   '"  '"■" 
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Men,  to  be  provided  for  Guards  and  Garrifons  in  Great 
Britain,  Giicrnfey  and  Jerley  for  the  Year  1735,  ^^  25,744, 
including  1S15  Invalid?,  and  555  Men  for  the  iService  of 
the  HiglUands.  Mr  Andrews's  Motion  was  fupported  by 
Sir  William  Vonge,  Col.  Bladen,  Mr  Winnington,  Mr 
Horatio  Walpole,  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  as  follows  : 
Sir, 

*  Though  we  are  not  as  yet  any  way  engaged  in  the  prc- 
fent  War,  yet  fuch  Events  may  happen,  as  may  make  it 
abfolutely  neccffary  for  us  to  engage  of  one  Side  or  the 
other.  The  Affair  of  Poland,  which  is  the  only  Motive, 
the  only  Bone  of  Contention  hitherto  publickly  avowed,  is 
an  Aff"air  this  Nation  has  very  littie  to  do  witii  ;  h^t  if  that 
fliould  appear  not  to  be  the  real  Motive,  or  if  Succefs  fhould 
encourage  either  Side  to  extend  their  Views,  the  Balance  of 
Power  may  at  lall  be  brought  into  real  Danger ;  and  then, 
for  the  Sake  of  prcferving  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  upon 
vvhich  the  Liberties  of  this  Nation  will  always  depend,  we 
mult  take  a  principal  Share  in  the  War.  This  Danger  may 
not  perhaps  be  io  remote  as  fbme  People  imagine  ;  which  has 
made  his  Majcity  become  a  Mediator  for  reconciling  the  con- 
tending Powers,  before  Conquelis  of  either  Side  fhnll  take 
away  all  Hopes  of  Succels  in  that  Way  ;  and  his  Majefly 
lias  already  pufhed  his  Negotiations  with  fo  much  Vigour, 
that  a  Plan  of  Peace  will  foon  be  offer 'd  ;  a  Plan  fo  Vv^ell  adapt- 
ed to  the  Honour  and  Intereit  of  all  Parties  con.cerned,  that 
whoever  refutes  it  will  thereby  fliew,  that  their  fecret  V'ievvs 
are  more  extenfive  than  they  have  hitiierto  been  declared. 

'  From  hence,  Sir,  I  muft  conclude,  that  we  fhall  be 
very  icon  able  to  determine,  vvhetlier  we  mufl.  engage  in 
the  War  or  not :  If  that  Plan  be  accepted,  then  we  fliall 
attain  our  Ends  ;  the  Peace  of  Europe  will  be  reftored,  the 
Balance  of  Power  will  be  prefervcd,  without  our  engaging 
in  the  War,  without  fubjeding  this  Nation  to  any  Inconve- 
nience, or  to  any  Expence ;  but  if  rcafouiible  Terms  fhoukl 
be  ha:;ghtily  rejcfted  by  either  Side,  we  muft  then  nccefla- 
rjly  t,ike  a  Share  in  the  War.  It  is  therefore  very  much 
our  Interelt  at  prefcnt,  to  take  every  Meafure  that  may  con- 
tribute towards  rendering  his  Majefty's  Endeavours  fuccefsful; 
tliat  may  contribute  towards  inducing,  or  even  compelling, 
every  one  ol  the  contending  Powers  to  accept  of  that  Plan, 
which  liis  ^Tajc^ty,  in  Corijunfrion  v/ith  ins  Allies,  is  to 
crter  V'  them  :  And,  in  r.iv  OiMnion,  nothing  can  contribute 
jnor.n  towartJ-,  tiiefe  gre.it  I'^nd-',  than  car  i.aving  fuch  a 
Standing  rcg'  lar  Force,  ?i  m-AX  convince  all  P^irries  tii?,t 
^vc  H'-e  in  earnclt,  and  that  we  have  it  in  our  Povyer  to 
alter  the  Scale  whenever  we  have  a  Mind.  For  this  Rea- 
icr:  I  r:iu  hardly  imagine,   that  anv  Gentleairiu  \n  this  Honi'c 

will 
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will  oppofe   the   fmall   Augmentation  of   our  Land-Porces  a^"^"  ^-  '^'^°-  "■ 
now  propofed,  when  he  confiders   how    many   Millions  we         "^^  " 
may  be  obliged  to  expend,  if,  by  refufing  iuch  a  feafona- 
ble  Expence,  we  fhould  at  lail  make  it  neceffary  to  invohc 
ourfelves  in  a  heavy  War. 

'  The  Piofperity  of  this  Nation,  Sir,  or  at  leaft  our  Se- 
curity, depends  upon  the  Tranquility  of  our  Neighbours : 
While  they  are  at  Peace,  they  will  always  confurne  more  of 
our  Manufactures  than  when  they  are  involved  in  Blood  and 
Confufion  ;  and  confequently  wc  lliall  always,  in  Times  of 
Peace,  have  a  greater  Demand  for  the  Manufactures  of  our 
Country  than  in  Time  of  War.  Befides,  while  they  continue 
at  Peace,  the  Balance  of  Power  can  be  in  no  Danger,  but  the 
Events  of  War  no  Nation  can  depend  on  j  and  therefore 
this  Nation  among  the  reft,  may  be  deeply  affecled  by  the 
extraordinary  Succefs  of  any  one  Power  in  Europe.  Let  us 
not  therefore  grudge  a  fmall  Expence,  when  it  may  evident- 
ly contribute  towards  reiloring  Peace  among  our  Neigh- 
bours, upon  which  our  own  Profperity  and  Security  does  and 
alwa}'s  muft  depend. 

'  Our  Houfe  is  not  as  yet  on  Fire,  but  our  Neighbour's  is 
all  in  a  Flame  ;  and  then  certainly  it  is  Time  for  us  to  pre- 
pare the  Engines  neceflary  for  preferving  our  own  :  Tiiefe 
are  a  powerful  Fleet,  and  a  fufficient  Body  of  regular  well 
difciplined  1'roops,  ready  to  march  at  the  firlt  Word  of 
Command.  This,  Sir,  will  give  ^^^eight  to  his  Majelly's 
Negcciations,  it  will  make  all  the  Parties  concerned  give  a 
due  Attention  to  what  may  be  propofed,  by  his  Majefty's 
Minifters,  for  refcoring  the  Peace  of  Europe  ;  for  a  iVi miller, 
whofe  Equipage  confills  of  a  large  Body  of  good  Troops, 
wiil  always  be  better  hearkened  to,  than  one  wliofe  Equi- 
page confiits  oi;Iy  of  a  great  Number  of  fine  Pages  and 
uidefs  Footmen. 

'  By  agreeing  to  the  Augmentation  propofed,  we  may 
expect.  Sir,  that  the  Parties  now  at  War  will  be  prevented 
from  forming  any  ambitious  Views,  either  againfl  this  Na- 
tion or  againil  the  Balance  of  Power  ;  and  if  any  fuch 
Views  have  already  been  formed,  the  Projectors  will  find 
themfelves  under  a  Neceiuty  of  laying  them  alide  ;  by  which 
Means  Vv'C  fliall  be  able  to  reitore  the  Peace  of  Europe, 
and  eliablifh  the  future  Security  of  this  Nation,  without  ex- 
pof  ng  ourfelves  to  the  Inconveniences,  the  Misfortunes  and 
the  doubtful  Events  of  Vv'ar.  From  a  contrary  Behaviour, 
let  us  confider  what  we  are  to  expert :  Will  net  France  and 
her  Allies  from  thence  conclude,  that  they  may  go  on  and 
conquer  ;.,~flna  tliey  may  plrce  upon  the  Imperial  Throne  a 
Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  that  England  is  not 
now,  as  formerly,  apprencnfive   of    the   growing  Power  of 
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Anno  8.  Geo.  II.  France,  or  concerned  about  the  Prefervation  of  a  Balance 
'y* - "  ^  of  Pcnver  in  Europe.  Thefe  are  Conclufions  which,  I  am 
fure,  no  Englifhman  ought  to  give  them  an  Opportunity  to 
make ;  for  the  Continuance  of  the  War  is  a  certain  Confe- 
quence  of  fuch  Conclufions,  and  if  it  fliould  continue,  we 
muft  engage  in  it,  or  we,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe, 
muft  fubmit  to  be  Slaves  to  the  Conqueror.  Thus  the  Dan- 
ger of  not  agreeing  to  what  is  propofed,  is  infinitely  great ; 
but  in  agreeing  to  it  there  is  no  Danger,  and  the  Expenceis  in- 
confiderable  :  If  it  procures  a  Re-eftablilhment  of  the  publick 
Tranquility,  the  Ufefulnefs  of  it  mull  be  acknowledged  by 
all  ;  but  if  it  Ihould  fnil  of  the  Effcft  defired,  it  will  enable 
us  to  join  fpeedily  ;'.nd  with  Vigour  in  the  War. 

'  To  mc,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  the  fmall  Expence,  now 
proposed,  nny  prevent  an  infinite  Expence  and  an  infinite 
Danger  ;  and  therefore  I  mult  think  we  are  at  prefent  fome- 
thing  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Gentleman,  fuppofe  in  the  Ifle  of 
Ely,  wliofe  Eltate  is  in  great  Danger  of  being  overflowed 
by  the  Decay  of,  or  fome  Breach  in,  thofe  Dykes  and 
Mounds  which  were  made  to  prevent  Inundations  :  In  fuch 
a  Cafe,  fuppofe  the  Gentleman's  Stewards  and  Managers 
fhould  come  to  him,  and  tell  him  of  his  Danger  ;  and  that 
the  Dykes  might  then  be  repaired  for  a  fmall  Expence,  but 
that  one  Flood  or  two  might  make  fuch  a  Breach  as  would 
coft  him  near  the  Value  of  his  Eftate  to  repair  :  Would  not 
that  Gentleman  be  very  much  in  the  wrong,  would  he  not 
be  mad,  not  to  hearken  to  fuch  Reprefentations,  and  put 
himfelf  to  a  fmall  immediate  Charge,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  entire  Ruin  of  his  Ellate  ? 

'  Our  prefent  Cafe,  Sir,  is  the  very  fame ;  one  fuccefs- 
ful  Campaign,  two  or  three  compleat  Vidories,  would  make 
fuch  a  Breach  in  thofe  Barriers,  by  which  the  Liberties  of 
Europe  are  preferved,  as  would  coil  an  infinite  Treafure  and 
a  vaft  Effafion  of  Blood  before  it  could  be  made  up.  This 
is  a  Danger  apparent  from  the  Circumftances  publickly 
known  ;  but  there  may  be  particular  private  Tranfadlions 
concerted,  or  now  carrying  on,  which  would  demonftrate 
the  Necellitv  of  what  is  now  propofed  :  Thefe  his  Majefty 
may  probably  have  difcovered  ;  and  from  the  Experience 
wc  have  of  his  Majelly's  great  Regard  for  the  Eafe  of  his 
People,  we  may,  I  think,  conclude,  that  he  would  not  have 
propofed  to  have  made  any  Augmentation  of  his  Land- 
Forces,  or  to  have  put  his  Subjefts  to  any  additional  Charge, 
without  an  evident  Neceflity  for  fo  doing  :  I  hope  there- 
fore Gentlemen  will  depend  upon  his  Majelly's  Wifdom  and 
Condudl  in  an  AfF.iir,  which  is  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  may 
render  it  imnoOlble  for  his  Majellv  to  lay  his  particular  Rca- 
iOiis  before  thi;  Houfe,  without  running  the  Riik  of  difap- 
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pointing  all  the  Meafures  he  has  concerted  for  defeating  any  Anno  8.  Geo.  u. 
ambitious  Projefts,  that  may  have  been  formed  ;  and  for  re-  y_  ,  -,  -     j 
ftoring  the  Peace  of  Europe,  and  thereby  preventing  this 
Nation's  being  obliged  to  engage  in  the  War.' 

Mr  Andrews's  Motion  was  warmly  oppos'd  by  Lord  Mor-  Lord  Morpeth. 
peth,  Mr  Gibbon,  Lord  Noel  Somerfet,  Sir  John  Barnard,  LdNcdsomcrfot. 
Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  Sir  William  Wyndham,    Mr  Pulteney,  'i;  jof/elyil; 
and  feveral  other  Members,  who  gave  the  following  Reafons  ^j'^  ■ruUeue"'^'''^'"* 
againft  it. 
Sir, 

*  I  wifh  every  Gentleman  would  be  mora  cautious  of 
bringing  his  Majefty's  Name  into  every  Debate  in  this  Houfe. 
I  am  perfuaded,  no  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  doubts  of  his 
Majelly's  fmcere  Regard  for  the  Eafe  of  his  People,  or  of 
his  Wifdom  and  Conduft  in  all  Matters  which  are  honeftly 
and  fairly  laid  before  him  :  Thefe  are  Queftions  which  can 
never  be  properly  brought  before  us.  Upon  this  Occalion, 
as  well  as  all  other  Occafions  of  the  fame  Nature,  it  is  not 
his  Majefty's  Regard  for  the  Eafe  of  his  People,  but  the  Re- 
gard his  Minifters  have  for  the  Eafe  of  the  People,  that  we 
are  to  confider  ;  it  is  their  Wifdom  and  Conduft  that  are 
now  under  our  Confideration  :  And,  in  my  Opinion,  this 
Houfe  has  no  great  Reafon  to  depend  much  upon  either. 
I  am  fure  the  Generality  of  the  Nation  have  no  great  Con- 
fidence in  either ;  and  therefore,  if  wc  fpeak  the  Language 
of  our  Conftituents,  which  I  hope  will  always  be  the  Lan- 
guage of  this  Houfe,  we  cannot  depend  fo  much  upon  their 
Wifdom  and  Condud,  as  to  load  the  People  with  any  addi- 
tional Expence,  for  no  other  Reafon  but  only  becaufe  the 
Minifter  has  told  us  it  is  neceflary.  This  is  a  Method  of 
Proceeding,  which  no  Man  ought  to  agree  to  in  any  Cafe  ; 
but  efpecially  in  a  Cafe  which  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  Con- 
fequence  to  the  Liberties  of  our  Country. 

*  The  honourable  Gentlemen,  Sir,  were  very  much  in  the 
right  to  argue  from  general  Circumltances,  and  fuch  as  are 
publickly  known  ;  for  particular  Care  has  been  taken  that 
we  fhould  not  have  any  Thing  elfe  to  argue  from  :  But 
if  we  argue  only  from  fuch  Circumftances,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  we  are  neither  concerned  in  the  War,  nor  can  be  con- 
cerned in  the  Event.  If  we  have  notiiing  to  do  with  Poland, 
if  we  are  no  way  engaged  to  protect  the  Emperor's  Domi- 
nions in  Italy,  furely  we  have  no  Concern  in  the  War  ; 
and  as  to  the  Event,  France  has  declared  they  will  not  pre- 
tend to  kcepanyof  theConquefts  they  make  :  They  have  de- 
clared, they  have  no  Intention  to  make  any  Conque/ts  or  to 
extend  their  Dominions,  but  that  their  only  Aim  is  to  ella- 
blilh  Staniflaus  upon  the  Throne  of  Poland  ;  and  the  ctli?r 
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two  Allies  have  ueclared,  that  they  have  no  other  View 
but  to  eibblifh  and  preferve  thi;  Neutrality  of  Italy  :  Thefc 
are  the  only  Circumlbinces  publickly  known  ;  and  from  thefe 
neither  this  Nation,  nor  the  Balance  of  Power,  can  be  in  any 
Danojer. 

*  What  particular  Reafons  we  may  have  not  to  trafl  to 
thofe  Declarations,  I  fliall  not  pretend  to  determiiie  j  but 
all  the  other  Princes  and  States  of  Europe,  not  already  en- 
gaged in  the  War,  feem  to  put  their  Truft  in  them,  becaufe 
none  of  them  have  as  yet  made  any  Preparations.  Nay, 
even  the  Princes  of  Germany  leem  to  think  their  Country 
in  no  Danger,  for  fome  of  the  chief  of  them  ftiil  continue 
neutral  ;  and  tliofc  who  have  joined  in  tlie  Declaration  of 
War,  have  grent  N umbos  of  Troops  unemployed,  which 
certainly  would  be  all  lent  to  the  Rhine,  if  they  thought 
their  Country  were  in  any  real  Dnnger,  or  that  France 
had  a  Defign  to  inipofe  an  Emperor  upon  them.  While 
they  remain  fo  fccure,  while  they  give  themfelves  fo  little 
Concern  about  the  Event  of  the  War,  why  we  fiiould  be  fo 
terribly  frightened,  why  we  flionld  imagine  that  France  has 
a  Defign  to  conquer  Germany,  and  to  place  one  of  the 
Honfe  of  Bourbon  upon  the  Imperial  Throne,  I  cannot  com- 
prehend: I  am  fiirc  no  fuch  Intention  can  be  prefumed  from 
any  Circumilance  ytt  publickly  known  j  and  I  hope  we  do 
not  think  tliar  eirh-r  Spain  or  Sardinia  has  a  Mind  to  con- 
quer Germany,  or  that  France  would  allow  them,  if  either 
or  both  were  able  to  pccomplif!-,  fuch  a  Defign.  From  pub- 
liclc  Circumlbinces,  therefore,  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  we  have 
now,  or  indeed  ever  had,  to  put  ourfclves  to  any  Chnrge,  or 
to  make  any  Preparations  ;  and  if  there  be  any  private  Rea- 
fons,  they  mull:  be  fuch  as  concern  us  in  particular,  be- 
caufi.%  if  they  related  to  Europe  in  general,  the  other  Courts 
of  Europe,  particularly  the  Dutch,  would  certainly  have 
difcovcred  them  as  v.'cll  as  we  ;  nay,  if  they  had  not,  it 
would  have  been  the  Duty  of  our  Minillers  to  have  difco- 
vcred them,  not  only  to  the  Dutch,  hut  to  all  the  Princes 
of  F-uropc  ;  fjr  whatever  j^arger  tliere  might  be  in  difco- 
vcring  them  to  this  Houfc,  tiicre  could  not  furely  be  any 
Danger  in  diicovering  them  to  thofe  Courts,  which  have 
as  deep  a  Concern  as  ue  have  in  tlie  Prefervation  of  the  Li- 
berties of  Europe. 

*  As  no  Part  of  our  late  Tr'.rfidirns  has  ever  been  laid 
before  this  Pioufe,  ns  rill  fuch  Lights  have  been  denied 
us,  I  do  not  knuVvf,  Sir,  h'jt  there  may  be  private  Reafons 
for  our  being  particularly  concerned  in  the  Event  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  War  :  If  there  are  .any  fuch,  th.ey  mtill  proceed  from 
foms  of  our  late  Tranfaetions  ;  nnd  in  that  Cafe,  tliofe 
'JVanfatlions   ought  to  have  b:en   laid  before  this  Houfe  at 
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the  very  Beginning  of  the  War,  that  we  might  from  them  TAnno  i.  Geo.  h. 
jiave  fecn  our  Danger,    and  might  haVe  provided   for  our        '''34J5- 
Safety  in  Time.     But  to  infinuate,  that  enher  of  the  Parties 
now  engaged  in  War  mny  have  ambitious  Views  againft  the 
Liberties  of  Europe,  is  an  Infmuation  that  is  contradifted  by 
the  Behaviour  of  all  the   Prince-  and  States  of  Europe   not 
already  engaged  in  the  V/ar  j  and  therefore  cannot,  in  my 
Opinion,  have  any  Weight. 

'  We  are  next  told.  Sir,  that  tho'  neither  Party  at  pre- 
fent  have  any  ambitious  Views,  yet  they  may  form  fuch 
Views,  and  in  order  to  prevent  their  forming  any  fuch,  we 
muft  make  great  Preparations  ;  that  this  will  Ihew  them  we 
are  in  earnell,  and  will  make  them  give  Ear  to  the  reafon- 
able  Plan  of  Peace  which  his  Majefty,  in  eonjun61;ion  with  his 
Allies,  is  to  offer  :  Whereas,  it  we  make  no  fuch  Prepara- 
tion, that  France  will  conclude  we  have  lo!t  ail  Appre- 
henfions  of  the  growing  Power  of  that  Kingdom,  and 
Ifjiat  we  have  no  Concern  for  the  P  .efervation  of  the  Balance 
of  Power.  For  God's  Sak.-,  Sir,  can  Gentlemen  be  ferious 
when  they  argue  .t  this  Rate  ?  Can  France,  or  any  Power 
on  Earth,  imagine  that  we  will  look  tamely  on,  and  fee  the 
Libertccs  of  Europe  overturned  ;  or  can  the  Addition  of  7 
or  8000  Men  to  our  Army  add  any  thing  to  their  Dit  d  of 
our  Power  ?  They  all  know,  and  France  in  p  ^rfcular  has 
Reafon  to  know,  the  Strength  and  Power  of  this  N.ition, 
when  wil'ely  managed  and  prudently  exerted  ;  if  tiierefore 
they  form  any  ambitious  Views,  if  they  rejeft  the  juft 
Terms  of  Peace  that  are  to  be  propofed  by  his  Majefty,  or 
if  they  defpife  the  Mediation  that  has  been  oiFv^red,  it  cannot 
proceed  from  any  Contempt  they  have  of  the  real  Strength 
of  this  Nation,  but  from  a  Contempt  of  the  Councils  by 
which  that  Strength  is  to  be  exerted  :  This  is  a  Contempt 
which,  I  am  afraid,  they  have  already  conceived  ;  and  if 
we  fhould  agree  to  the  Propofition  now  before  us,  without 
feeing  Reafon  for  fo  doing,  I  am  fare  either  the  Wifdom  or 
Integrity  of  this  lioufe  will  fuffer  confideraKfy,  in  the  Opi- 
nion of  the  World  both  abroad  and  at  home. 

'  Another  terrible  Thing  we  are  this  Day  taught  to  ap'^ 
prehend,  is,  that  Succefs  may  infpire  one  of  the  Parties  en- 
gaged in  War,  with  an  ambitious  View  of  overturning  the 
Balance  of  Power  :  That  two  or  three  complete  Victories  may 
make  it  abfolutcly  neceflary  for  us  to  engage  immediately  in 
the  War  ;  and  that  therefore  we  ou-il.t  to  prepare  in  Time, 
that  we  may  be  ready  to  fly  to  the  Relii'i'  of  the  Unfortu- 
nate, before  they  are  quite  overwhelmed  :  Upon  thi's.  Sir, 
I  fliall  only  afk  if  any  Gentlenian  in  this  Houfe  cnn  im:  f;ir.e, 
that  Germany,  Poland  and  Mulcovy,  for  T  li.lrk  i  ii.  y  r.ow 
fay  they    are   united,  can  be  conqucrf^d  in  one  Campaign  ,- 
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A-^o_8.  Geo.  11,  or  fuppofing  the  other  to  be  the  unfortunate  Side,  can  they 
imagine  that  France,  Spain  and  Italy  can  be  conquered  in 
one  Campaign  ?  If  any  Gentleman  can  imagine  fuch  a 
Thing,  with  him  I  fliali  not  pretend  to  argue  ;  but  with 
thofe  who  cannot,  which  I  believe  are  the  Majority  of  this 
^oufe,  I  think  I  may  contend  that  neither  Side  can  in  one 
Campaign  be  reduced  fo  low,  but  that  the  united  Force  of 
Great  Britain,  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  thrown  in 
early  the  next  Campaign,  will  be  fufficient  for  their  Relief, 
and  for  obliging  the  proudell  Conqueror  to  fubmit  to  rea- 
fonable  Terms ;  in  which  Cafe  we  fhall  have  the  whole 
Winter  to  prepare,  and  till  then  'tis  certainly  quite  unnecef- 
fary  to  put  ourfelves  to  any  Expence. 

'  As  this  Day  feems  to  be  a  Day  of  Paradoxes,  among 
the  reft  we  have  been  told  one  with  refpeft  to  our  Trade. 
We  are  told.  Sir,  that  the  Profperity  of  this  Nation  depends 
upon  the  Tranquility  of  our  Neighbours  ;  and  that  in  Times 
of  Peace,  there  is  always  a  greater  Demand  for  the  Manu- 
ifaftures  and  Produce  of  this  Country,  than  in  Time  of  War. 
This,  Sir,  is  fo  far  from  being  ajuft  Maxim  in  Trade, 
that  the  direft  contrary  is  true.  The  chief  Part  of  the  Pro- 
duce of  this  Country  confifts  in  the  Neceffaries,  and  not 
the  Luxuries  of  Life ;  and  confequently  our  Neighbours  will 
always  confume  as  much  of  fuch  Sort  of  Things  in  Time 
of  War  as  in  Time  of  Peace  :  But  the  Difference  is,  that 
when  their  Heads  are  not  diftraded,  nor  their  Hands  di- 
verted, by  any  foreign  or  domeftick  War,  they  have  Time 
to  apply  themfelves  to  Tillage  ;  they  have  Time  to  apply 
themlelves  to  Manufadures  of  all  Kinds ;  they  have  Leifure 
to  think  of  and  to  improve  all  the  Arts  of  Peace  ;  and  by 
fo  doing  they  furnifh  themfelves  at  home  with  a  great  many 
of  thofe  Neceffaries  which,  in  Time  cf  War,  they  are  oblig'd 
to  purchafcof  us.  This  is  not  only  evident  in  Theory,  but 
is  confirmed  by  Experience  ;  for  our  Trade  has  fuffered 
more  by  the  Domeftick  Improvements  made  by  our  Neigh- 
bours, during  the  laft  long  Tranquility  in  Europe,  than  it 
has  done  by  any  other  Means;  except  the  heavy  Duties  we 
have  laid  upon  ourfelves,  and  the  great  Trouble  and  many 
Fees  and  Perquifites  we  have  fubjefted  our  Merchants  to, 
both  in  importing  and  exporting  their  Goods  and  Merchan- 
dize :  Thefe  Incumbrances  will  in  Time  moft  certainly  ruin 
every  Branch  of  our  Trade,  if  we  do  not  take  Care  to  re- 
move them  fpeedily,  by  paying  off  thofe  Debts  by  wliich 
they  have  been  occafion'd.  And  as  to  our  Security,  it  can 
never  be  difturbed  by  any  Broils  among  oar  Neigiibours, 
unlefs  the  Balance  of  Power  ftiould  be  brought  into  re;! 
Danger,  which  our  Neighbours  upon  the  Continent  would 
take  better  Care  of  than  they  do,   if  we  diJ  no:  urm 
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all  Occafions  ftievv  ourfelves  fo  mighty  officious  as  to  do  it  Anno  ?.  ceo.  a. 
for  them. 

*  h  is  an  eafy  Matter,  Sir,  for  any  Man,  who  has  a  quick 
Invention  and  a  ftrong  Imagination,  to  form  imaginary  Dan- 
gers. In  Time  of  Peace  we  are  frightened  with  Invafions, 
becaufe  our  Neighbours  have  their  Troops  quartered  upon 
their  Coaft  v,  and  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  with  tiiem  ;  and  in 
Time  of  War,  becaufe  our  Neighbours  have  great  Armies  in 
the  Fiel^J,  tho'  no  Power  in  Europe  has  any  Quarrel  with  us. 
In  Time  of  Peace  we  muft  keep  up  a  more  numerous  Army 
thau  is  confillent  with  the  Liberties  of  a  free  People,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  a  War's  breaking  out ;  and  in  Time  of  War  we 
muft  add  to  that  Army,  and  put  ourfelves  to  great  Expence, 
in  order  to  reilore  the  publick  Tranquility,  and  preferve  the 
Balance  of  Power,  tho'  no  other  Nation  in  Europe  appears 
to  be  in  the  lealt  apprehenfive  of  its  being  in  Danger.  Thus, 
Sir,  we  are  always  in  a  Fright,  and,  for  what  I  know,  our 
Apprehenfions  may  at  laft  become  fo  extravagant  ;  that  if 
A'lgiia,  the  Eaft-India  Pirate,  fhould  fit  out  any  greater 
Number  of  Grabs  than  ufual,  we  muft  fit  out  a  Squadron 
ani  iugment  our  Land-Forces,  for  fear  of  his  coming  to 
Bia  :e  an  Invafion  upon  us.  By  this,  Sir,  I  do  not  mean 
to  iufinuate  that  we  are  now  in  no  Danger  ;  I  do  not  knov/ 
but  we  may :  But  whatever  Danger  we  may  be  in,  I  am 
very  fure  it  does  not  appear  from  any  Circumftances  yet 
pubiickly  known,  nor  from  any  Thing  that  hath  as  yet 
be-n  communicated  to  this  Houfe  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot 
agree  to  load  the  People  with  any  new  Charge.  If  the 
Dr.nger  is  fuch  as  cannot  be  immediately  communicated, 
it  maft  be  fuch  as  cannot  be  immediately  apprehended  ;  and 
if  we  are  cnly  like  to  be  in  Danger,  we  ought  to  follow  the 
Example  of  our  wife  Neighbours  the  Dutch,  in  putting  our 
Peop.e  to  no  Expence,  and  in  referving  our  whole  Strength 
to  be  vigoronfly  exerted  againft  thofe,  whofe  future  Defigns 
Ihall  ieem  any  way  to  threaten  the  Safety  of  Europe. 

'  We  have  been  told.  Sir,  that  the  Danger  of  not  agree- 
ing to  what  is  propofed  is  infinitely  great  i  but  that  in  agree- 
ing to  it  there  is  no  Danger  j  Sir,  in  my  Opinion,  it  is  di- 
red'y  otherwife.  It  is  certain,  that  the  Regard  we  are  to 
expeft  from  Foreigners  muft  always  depend  upon  the  Efteem 
they  have  of  the  Strength  of  the  Nation,  and  of  the  Wif- 
dom  of  thofe  Councils  by  which  that  Strength  is  to  be  di- 
redled.  The  Strength  of  the  Nation  does  not  furely  confift 
only  in  the  Troops  we  have  on  Foot,  or  the  Squadrons  we 
have  at  Sea,  hut  upon  the  Number  of  Troops  we  are  able 
to  raife  and  maintain,  and  the  Squadrons  we  are  able  to  put 
to  Sea.  Therefore  it  is  certain  that  the  Adding  7  or  8000 
Men  to  our  Land  Forces,  or  to  the  Squadrons  we  have  already 
H  2  fitted 
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fittect  out,  can  add  nothing  to  the  Opinion  Foreigners  havft 
of  our  Strength  :  But  the  putting  ourfelves  to  fuch  needlefs 
Expence,  when  no  Man  can  fay  that  we  are  in  any  real 
Danger,  will  certainly  give  Foreigners  a  very  mean  Opinioi? 
of  our  Councils.  The  Armaments  we  have  made  can  ob- 
lige neither  of  the  Sides  engaged  in  War,  but  may  probably 
give  great  Offence,  by  which  we  may  draw  a  War  upon 
6urfelves  ;  our  Armaments  may  very  probably  unite  feveral 
of  the  Powers  of  Europe  againlt  us,  while  by  the  fnaftion 
6f  thofe  Armaments  we  may  be  deprived  of  every  Ally. 

'  But,  Sir,  with  regard  to  our  domeftick  Affairs,  the  Dan- 
ger is  more  apparent  and  much  more  terrible.  The  keep- 
ing up  of  a  numerous  Standing  Army,  in  Time  of  Peace,  is 
ibfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  Liberties  of  this  Nation. 
The  Gentlemen,  or  at  lead  fome  of  them,  who  fupported 
this  Motion,  talk  of  an  Army  of  18,000  Men  as  always 
nftceffary  to  be  kept  up  within  this  Wand.  This,  Sir,  is 
the  true  Secret  of  this  Days  Motion  ;  thofe  Gentlemen 
know  that  when  Peace  is  reliored,  the  Nation  will  infill 
upon  a  Reduction's  being  made,  therefore,  think  they,  let 
US  now  increafe  the  Army,  thit  when  Peace  is  reftored  we 
may  flop  the  Mouths  of  the  Difaffcfted,  (as  they  cull  them) 
By  making  a  Reduftion  of  the  Troops  we  are  now  to  add  : 
And  thus,  Sir,  we  fhall  have  a  Standing  Army  of  1 8,000 
Men  faddled  upon  us  for  ever.  As  I  am  of  Opinion,  that 
aft  Army  of  18,000  Men  is  at  leaft  10,000  more  than  wc 
ought  to  have  in  Time  of  Peace ;  as  I  am  of  Opinion  that 
fach  a  numerous  Army  can  be  necelTary  for  no  End,  but  that 
of  enabling  a  Miniixer  to  trample  upon  the  Liberties  of  his 
Country  ;  therefore  I  think  the  Motion  ought  to  be  rejefled 
\^it]i  Difdain. 

*  As  for  Miniflers,  they  mull  not  expe£l  Regard  and 
Efteem  from  their  Equipage,  but  from  the  Wifdom  and 
Addrefs  of  their  Negotiations ;  for  a  Minifter  with  a  blun- 
dering Head,  or  one  that  is  fent  upon  ridiculous  Errands, 
will  make  as  forry  a  Figure  with  an  Equipage  of  regular 
Troops,  as  an  Equipage  of  Footmen  ;  and  I  am  afraid  the 
Afs's  Ears  will  appear  much  more  confpicuous  under  a  well- 
burnifhed  Head-piece,  than  ever  they  did  under  a  well  pow- 
dered Peruke. 

*  The  other  Parallel,  Sir,  that  has  been  drawn  is  very 
much  to  the  prefent  Purpofc,  if  it  had  been  properly  related. 
We  are  in  the  very  Cafe  of  a  Gentleman,  who  is  told  by  his 
Steward  and  the  Workmen  employed  by  that  Steward,  that 
his  Eftate  is  in  great  Danger  of  being  overflowed  by  the 
Breach  in  thofe  Dykes  and  Mounds,  which,  as  they  fay, 
were  made  to  prevent  Inundations.  The  Gentleman  is  fur- 
prifed  at  this,  knowing'  that  there  were  never  any  Dykes 

or 
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6t  Mounds  made  upon  his  Eftate  for  preventing  Inundations,  Anno  ?  neo.  |i. 

but  what  were  made  by  Nature  ;  and  that  his  Eftate  could  ^ 'Zl^"il:,_j 

iiot  be  overflowed  without  fome  artificial  Inlets  made,  or  even 
Windmills  or  Fire-Engines  prepared  and  fet  up  for  that 
Purpofe.  He  anfwers,  you  really  furprife  me,  I  can  hardly 
believe  there  is  a  Poffibility  in  what  you  relate  ;  however, 
I'll  go  along  with  you  and  examine  every  Part  of  my  Eftate, 
and  will  then  take  fuch  Meafures  as  may  be  proper  for  pre- 
venting the  Danger  :  Upon  this  the  Steward  and  his  Work- 
men are  in  a  Fright,  they  know  that  the  Inlets  were  made 
or  the  Windmills  fet  up,  either  by  themfelves  or  by  fome  of 
their  Mailer's  Neighbours,  with  their  Connivance ;  and  there- 
fore they  reply,  O  Lord,  Sir !  you  mull  not  examine  into 
Particulars,  the  Breaches  are  of  fuch  a  Nature  that  if  you 
but  look  upon  them  they  will  become  irreparable  ;  give  us 
but  a  fmall  Sum  of  Mo'^ey,  and  an  Order  for  fuch  of  your 
Tenants  as  we  fhall  name,  to  attend  and  affift  us,  we  can 
now  eafily  make  up  the  Breach  j  but  if  you  delay,  or  offer  to 
examine  into  it,  the  Reparation  will  coft  you  inore  than  the 
Value  of  your  Eftate :  If  fuch  a  Gentleman  (hould  comply 
blindly  with  iuph  a  Demand,  I  am  fure.  Sir,  it  mufl:  be 
granted,  that  if  he  was  not  mad,  he  was  very  much  under 
{he  Management  of  his  Steward. 

*  While  the  Dutch,  and  all  the  other  States  of  Europe 
not  yet  engaged  in  the  War,  fhew  fo  little  Concern  about  it ; 
while  even  the  Princes  of  Germany  fhew  fo  little  Inclination 
to  exert  their  whole  Strength  upon  the  Occafion ;  I  cannot 
think  the  Balance  of  Power  in  any  imminent  Danger  :  And 
if  any  Danger  threatens  this  Nation  in  particular,  in  God's 
Name  let  it  be  told ;  when  we  know  what  it  is,  or  from 
whence  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  we  may  eafily  take  fuch 
Meafures  as  may  prevent  it  ;  but  do  not  let  us,  under  ima- 
ginary Pretences  of  diftant  foreign  Dangers,  fubjeft  our  Con- 
ftitution  to  a  real,  an  imminent  domeftick  Danger  ;  for  what 
will  it  avail  us  to  preferve  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  if  under 
that  Pretence  we  deftroy  our  own  ? ' 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  fame  Members  who  fupported 
Mr  Andrews's  Motion,  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  Whatever  Advantage  we  may  drav/  from  the  Tranqui-  sir  w.  vor.ee. 
lity  of  others,  it   is  certain  we  muft  always  draw  great  and  Mr\vi:!f,;.','',on 
many  Advantages  from  our  own  ;  and  it  is  as  certain,  that  m^h.  vi,  .,ipok-.' 
let  the  Defigns  of  the  Parties  engaged  in  War  be  at  prefent        '     ''''""'■ 
what  they  will,  we  may  be   deeply  concerned  in  its  fv/ent. 

If  either  the  prefent  Defigns  fhould  be  puflied  too  far,  or 
new  and  ambitious  Defigns  encouraged  and  fet  up  by  Suc- 
cefs,  we  mull  necelTarily  at  lall  be  involved ;  and  this  is 
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what  we  ought  if  poflible  to  prevent.  This  I  take  to  be 
the  true  and  only  Delign  of  the  Augmentation  now  pro- 
pofed  ;  it  is  fo  fmall  that  I  cannot  look  upon  it  as  defigned 
to  engage  us  in  the  War,  but  to  prevent  our  being  engaged  ; 
and  for  this  Reafon,  I  think,  we  may  the  more  eafily  agree 
to  it. 

*  Whether  the  Balance  of  Power  be  now  in  Danger,  or 
whether  this  Nation  in  particular  be  now  in  Danger,  is  not 
the  Queflion  before  us ;  but  whether  both  may  not  be  ia 
Danger  by  the  Event  of  the  prefent  War,  and  this  I  really 
think  can't  be  made  a  Queltion.  In  fuch  a  Cafe  we  are 
not  to  be  diredted  by  the  Behaviour  of  other  States :  At  leall, 
I  am  fure,  the  Refolutions  of  this  Houfe  ought  as  little  to 
be  regulated  by  the  Example  of  the  Dutch,  or  of  the 
Princes  of  Germany,  as  they  ought  to  be  regulated  by  the 
iidvice  of  our  own  Alinifters.  Jn  the  War  which  was  com- 
menced before  the  Death  of  the  late  King  William,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  not  be  denied  but  that  the  Balance  of  Power 
was  really  in  Danger,  and  yet,  for  fome  Time  after  it 
commenced,  the  Dutch  feemed,  to  all  publick  Appearance, 
as  quiet  as  they  feem  at  prefent ;  the  Princes  of  Germany 
feemed  as  little  concerned,  nay,  fome  of  them  adually  en- 
gaged againft  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  and  of  their  Coun- 
try. 'Till  we  declared  ourfelves,  no  Prince  in  Europe  would 
venture  to  ftir  to  the  Relief  of  the  Houfe  of  Aullria  ;  and 
therefore  I  muft  think,  that  the  outward  Behaviour  of  all, 
or  any  of  the  Princes  of  Europe,  can  never  be  made  ufe  of 
as  any  Argument  in  this  Debate.  Befides,  Sir,  the  other 
Princes  and  States  of  Europe  have  no  Occafion  to  make  any 
Augmentation  of  their  Forces  till  they  are  juft  ready  to  take 
the  Field  :  They  have,  all  of  them,  great  Bodies  of  Land- 
Forces  in  continual  Pay  ;  there  is  hardly  an  Electoral  Prince 
of  Germany,  but  what  maintains  as  great  a  Number  of 
Land-Forces  as  are  now  in  this  Ifland  ;  and  yet,  I  hope,  it 
will  not  be  faid,  but  that  if  we  were  to  engage,  we  not 
only  could,  but  ought  to  take  the  Field  with  a  much  greater 
Army  than  either  of  them  can  maintain ;  for  which  Reafon 
we  are  always  under  a  Neceflity  to  begin  to  prepare  much 
fooner  than  any  of  our  Neighbours. 

'  We  may  talk  what  we  will  of  the  Number  of  Men  in 
our  Countr}-,  and  the  Numbers  of  Ships  in  our  Harbours  ; 
but  from  fuch  Calculations  the  Strength  of  a  Nation  is  not 
now  to  be  computed.  It  is  from  the  Number  of  regular, 
well-difciplin'd  Troops,  and  from  the  Number  of  Men  of 
War  provided  with  experienced  Seamen,  that  the  Strength 
of  a  Nation  is  always  now  computed  :  A  Number  of  regu- 
lar well-difciplined  Troops  is  now  become  as  neceffary,  eitlier 
for  Offence  or  Defence,  as  a  well-difciplined,  well-armed 
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Militia  was  of  old  ;  and  the  Regard  a  Nation  is  to  expeft  Anno  8.  ceo.  ii. 
from  its  Neighbours,  depends  now  as  much  upon  the  former,  '7J4-55- 
as  it  depended  of  old  upon  the  latter.  'Tis  true.  Regi- 
ments may  be  foon  raifed.  Regiments  may  be  foon  augment- 
ed ;  but  a  Regiment  newly  raifed  muft  be  exercifed  for  ma- 
ny iVlonths,  before  it  can  expedl  to  engage  fuccefsfully  againrt 
an  old,  weli-difciplined  Regiment ;  and  even  an  old  Regi- 
ment newly  augmented,  cannot  pretend  to  enter  upon  im- 
mediate Aftion,  it  muft  have  fome  Time  to  difcipline  the 
new  Men  that  have  been  incorporated.  This  is  the  Reafon, 
Sir,  and,  in  my  Opinion,  a  convincing  Reafon,  why  we 
fhould  always  begin  to  increafe  our  Land-Forces,  at  leaft, 
ibme  Months  before  there  may  be  a  Neceffity  for  entering 
upon  Aftion  :  And  by  what  is  now  propofed,  the  Increafe 
is  to  be  made  in  the  moft  proper,  and  the  leaft  expenfive 
Way  ;  that  is,  by  adumg  a  Number  of  private  Men  to  each 
Company  in  the  Service,  without  raiftng  any  new  Regiments 
or  Companies,  which  could  not  fo  fpeedily  be  made  fit  for 
Aflition,  and  would,  by  increafing  the  Number  of  Officers, 
be  more  expenftve  to  the  Nation. 

'  I  am  none  of  thofe.  Sir,  who  imagine  that  Germany, 
Poland,  and  Mofcovy,  can  be  conquered  in  one  Campaign  ; 
and  much  lefs  do  I  imagine  that  France,  Spain,  and  Italy, 
can  be  conquered  in  one  Campaign.  And  yet  I  do  verily  believe, 
that  a  compleat  Vidlory  or  two,  gained  in  the  very  Begin- 
ning of  a  Campaign,  efpeclally  by  that  Side  which  has  hi- 
therto had  the  beft  Saccefs,  might  be  attended  with  fuch 
Confequences,  anrl  might  bring  the  unfortunate  Side  fo  low, 
if  they  met  with  no  Relief  or  Aftiftance  before  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  next  Campaign,  that  to  recover  the  Loftes  of 
that  Campaign,  and  compel  the  Conquerors  to  accept  of 
rcafonable  Terms,  would  moft  certainly  coft  this  Nation  a 
vaft  Expence  of  Blood  and  Treai'ure ;  even  though  we  were 
immediately  joined  by  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Sweden, 
neither  of  whofe  Afliftance,  even  in  fuch  a  critical  Con- 
judture,  we  can  pretend  to  depend  upon  with  Certainty. 
For  upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  ibme  of  them  might  expeft  to 
make  an  Advantage  by  joining  the  victorious  Side ;  and  if 
we  ftiould  be  obliged  to  engage  fmgly,  and  without  the  AfTi- 
ftance  of  either  of  the  three  Powers  I  have  mentioned,  one 
unfortunate  Campaign  might  inv.ive  us  in  a  tedious,  an 
expenfive,  and  even  a  doubtful  War :  Whereas,  if  we  put 
ourfelves  in  (uch  a  Condition  as  to  be  able  to  give  immediate 
Relief  to  the  unfortunate  Side,  or  to  engage  immediate';/ 
againft  that  Side  whofe  V^iews  fliall  hereafter  be  difcover'd 
to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Safety  of  Europe,  v;e  may  t];?*!! 
eafily  caU  the  Balance,  a»d  give  Law  to  Uiz  Conq^izror^. 
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Anno?.  Ceo.  n,  c  J  fjj^^  admit.  Sir,  that  France  ahd  her  Allies  hftve 
made  tlie  Declarations  mentioned  by  the  honourable  Gea- 
tlemmi  ;  and  I  do  not  know  but  they  may  be  fincere,  but  J 
am  fure  they  are  not  to  be  trulled  to  :  For  even  granting 
that  thefe  Declarations  are  fincere,  that  they  have  reaUy 
no  other  Views  but  what  they  openly  profefs,  yet  we  know 
that  Succefs  may  elate  the  Minds  of  the  Conquerors,  and 
may  make  them  conceive  new  Defigns,  which  they  could 
not  at  firit  have  thought  of.  And  againil  thefe  we  are  t<jl 
provide,  as  well  as  againft  any  Dellgns  they  may  have  at 
prefent  wnich  we  have  not  yet  diicoveredi  for  if  France 
and  her  Allies  fhould  over-run  all  Germany,  eftabliHi  Sta- 
niflaus  upon  the  Throne  of  Poland,  end  oblige  the  Czarina 
to  fibmit  to  their  Terras,  I  am  very  far  from  thinking  that 
either  of  them  v/ould  abide  by  the  Declarations  v^'ith  which 
they  began  the  War  :  I  am  fure,  our  Conliituticn  would  be 
expoled  to  much  greater  Danger,  than  it  can  be  from  the 
fmall  Aiidition  now  propofed  to  be  made  to  our  Army. 

'  This  leads  me,  Sir,  to  confider  that  terrible,  that  im- 
mincpt  Danger  our  Liberties  are  expofed  to,  by  keeping  up 
a  numerous  Standing  Army  in  Time  of  Peace  ;  which  is  a 
Danger  that  has  been  much  exaggerated,  upon  this  and  many 
other  Occafions,  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other  Side  of  the 
Queftion.  I  could  eafily  fhew,  that  an  Army  kept  up  from 
Year  to  Year,  under  the  Diredfion  of  Parliament,  and  com- 
manded by  Gentlemen  of  the  bell  Families,  and  fome  of 
them  cf  as  good  Ellates  as  any  in  the  Kingdom,  can  never 
be  dangerous  either  to  our  Conititution  or  to  our  Liberties, 
were  it  much  more  numerous  than  it  is,  or  is  now  propofed 
to  be  ;  but  the  keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in  Time  of 
Pe.ce  is  not  the  Quelfion  under  our  Confiueration.  Will 
Gentlemen  fay,  that  when  all  Europe  is  in  a  Flame,  we 
ought  not  to  begin  to  make  Preparations  1  Will  they  fay, 
th..t  we  ought  never  to  make  any  Augmentation,  or  to  pre- 
pare for  War,  till  it  is  publickly  declared  '  Can  this,  Sir, 
be  a  faie  M?.xim  for  any  Nation  ^ 

*  I  do  not  know,  Sir,  that  any  Gentleman  has  in  t\\h 
Debate  declared,  that  i  8,000  is  the  Number  of  Lind-Forces 
which  mull  always  be  kept  up  in  this  Nation,  even  in  time 
of  tfif,  }  rofoundcit  Tranquility  :  However,  it  has  been  dil'co- 
vered,  it  feems,  that  this  is  the  Opinion  of  fome  Gentle- 
men ;  and  that  the  Addition  now  moved  for,  is  propof  .'d  f  jr 
no  other  Rtafon,  but  only  that  thefe  Gertkmen  may  nave 
an  Opportunity  of  flopping  the  Mouths  of  the  Dif'.fTedcd, 
by  reducing  that  additional  Ntunber  as  icon  as  the  publick 
Tranquility  is  re-ellablifl'ied.  Sir,  if  no  F-cafon  had  been 
affigned  for  the  Addition  propofed,  there  might  have  been 
fome  Room  for  this  Prefumption  ;    but  as  oiher   Reafons 
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have  been  affigned,  as  thofe  Reafons  are  apparent  from  the 
prefent  Circumllances  of  Europe,  I  cannot  fee  how  fuch  a 
Prefumption  can  be  made  :  But  fuppofe  this  were  really 
the  Defign  of  fome  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  will  not  every 
Other  Gentleman  be  at  Liberty  to  oppofe  that  Defign  when 
the  Peace  is  reftored  ?  May  not  every  Gentleman,  who  fliall 
then  have  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  pro- 
pofe  as  great  a  Reduction  as  he  pleafcs  ?  Is  it  not  as  eafy  to 
propofe  the  Redudion  of  1 7,000  as  of  7000  ?  And  when 
we  are  fo  happy  as  to  have  an  Opportunity  to  make  a  Re- 
duflion,  the  Queftion  will  then  come  properly  to  be  argued, 
what  Number  of  Land-Forces  is  necefiary  to  be  kept  up  in 
this  Nation  in  Time  of  Peace  ?  Upon  that  Queftion,  I  hope 
as  great  a  Number  will  be  reduced,  without  any  regard  to 
the  Addition  now  made,  as  the  Safety  of  the  Nation  can 
admit  of;  for  I  fhall  join  with  the  honourable  Gentlemen 
in  Opinion,  that  we  ought  never  to  keep  up  a  greater  Num- 
ber than  is  abfolutely  necellary  for  the  Safety  of  the  Nation, 
and  the  Support  of  his  Majefty's  Government  ;  and  whoe- 
ver is  againll  keeping  up  that  Number,  fhall  always  be  look- 
ed on  by  me  as  a  Perfoa  difafFefted  to  both. 

'  Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  I  muft  take  Notice  that  from 
this  Debate  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  Gentlemen  employed 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  our  Affairs  are  always  in  the  moll 
ticklifli  Situation.  If  they  propofe  to  make  Provifions  a- 
gainfl:  Dangers,  by  which  Provifions  the  People  mull  be  put 
to  an  Expence,  they  then  are  charged  with  raifing  imaginary 
Dangers,  in  order  from  thence  to  take  an  Opportunity  to 
load  the  People  with  new  Taxes  ;  And  their  Misfortune  is, 
that  the  more  careful  they  have  been  in  time  pall,  the  Ar- 
gument grows  every  Day  ftronger  againfl  them  ;  becaufe 
People  begin  at  laft  to  believe,  that  the  Dangers  which  were 
never  felt  were  imaginary,  tho'  in  Reality  they  were  pre- 
vented only  by  the  Provifions  that  were  made  againil  them. 
However,  many  People  may  come  at  laft  to  be  confirmed  in 
this  erroneous  Opinion,  by  which  the  Minifters  may  be  at 
laft  refufed  thofe  Provifions  that  are  aftually  necefiary  ;  and 
if,  by  fuch  Refufal,  any  figiial  Misfortune  fiiould  befal  the 
Nation,  the  Miniilers  would  be  fure  to  be  loaded  with 
the  Blame  of  it,  tho'  they  had  done  all  that  was  in  their 
Power  to  warn  us  of  the  Danger. 

*  I  cannot  really  comprehend.  Sir,  what  Sort  of  Informa- 
tion it  is  that  Gentlemen  want  upon  this  Occafion  ;  would 
they  have  his  Majefty  fend  to  tell  us,  that  there  is  a  bloody 
War  carried  on  by  France,  Sp.iin  and  Sardinia  againft  the 
Emperor  ?  Surely  they  do  not  expeft  that  his  Majeily  fhould 
fend  us  a  particular  Mefiage,  in  order  to  acquaint  us  with  a 
Piece  of  News  that  h  known  to  the  whole  World  !  Pro- 
VoL.  IV.  i  babiv 
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A.inr.  8.  Ceo.  II.  bably  his  Majefty  has  not  yet  difcovered,  whether  any  of 
the  Parties  engaged  in  War  have  any  farther  Views  than 
what  they  publickly  avow  ;  this  I  fay  may  not  probably 
have  been  yet  dilcovered,  becaufe  no  Flan  of  an  Agreement 
has  yet  been  offered  to  the  Parties  concerned  :  Or  perhaps 
his  Majelty  has  already  difcovered,  that  iome  of  the  Parties 
concerned  have  fome  fecret  and  ambitious  Views,  which 
will  oblige  him  to  declare  very  foon  againfl:  them.  In  the 
iirft  Cafe,  his  Majefty  can  give  us  no  farther  Information 
than  what  he  has  already  given  ;  but  fuppofe  the  laft  to  be 
the  Cafe,  ought  his  Majelly,  either  by  .MeiTage  or  other- 
wife,  to  dilclofe  to  us  the  Secrets  he  has  difcovered,  or  the 
-  Refolulion.s  he  has  taken  upon  fuch  Dilcovcry  ?  Would  not 
fuch  a  MeiTage  be  an  opei.  and  a  publicL  Declaration  of 
War  ?  And  will  any  Gentleman  fay,  that  it  v.'ould  be  wife 
in  his  Majefty,  or  in  thofe  who  have  the  Honour  to  ad- 
vife  him,  to  make  any  fuch  pablick  Declaration,  before  he 
has  made  all  the  necelfary  Preparation,  and  is  juft  ready  to 
enter  upon  A(5lion  ?  In  fliort,  let  us  put  the  Cafe  what  Way 
we  will,  it  is  impouiijl'  \.  c  can  have,  or  ought  to  have, 
any  farther  Information  than  what  eve  y  Gentleman  with- 
out Doors,  as  well  as  within,  fully  knowo  from  the  Cir- 
cumftances  Europe  is  in  ai;  prefent.  And  as  thefe  are,  in 
my  Opinion,  more  than  fufHcient  for  inducing  every  Man, 
who  regards  the  Safety  of  his  Country,  to  agree  to  the 
Augmentation  now  propofed,  J  fhall  very  little  regard  what 
may  be  thought  of  the  Wifdom  or  the  Integrity  of  this 
Houfe  ;  for  I  am  very  fure,  every  Man  whofe  good  Opinion 
is  worth  dcfiring,  will,  from  our  agreeing  to  this  Queltion, 
be  convinced  of  both.' 

Some  Members,  who  agreed  to  the  Ncceflity  of  an  Aug- 
mentation of  our  Forces,  thought  it  more  eligible  to  hire 
foreign  Troops  than  increafe  the  Number  of  our  Army  at 
Home:  And  in  Support  of  this  Propofal,  Mr  John  Howe 
Hood  up,  ai;d  fpoke  as  follows  : 
Sir, 

*  it  i:  v,jth  great  Diffidence  and  Confufion,  that  I  ftand 
up  to  [peak  on  this  Occafion  :  1  think  it  one  of  more  Diffi- 
culty, a  more  critical  Conjundlurc,  than  e\er  I  knew  under 
the  Confiderat'on  of  this  Houfe,  I  cannot,  Sir,  but  with 
the  greatcft  Relucrancy  think  of  adding  to  the  heavy  Bur- 
then my  Country  already  labours  under  ;  and  yet  it  would 
be  the  grcateft  Concern  imaginable  to  me,  if  through  an 
ill-tim'd  Piece  of  good  Hufbandry,  I  fliould  fuffer  the  Na- 
tion to  be  involv'd  in  Calamities,  which  fome  Expences 
might  h've  prevented.  In  this  Streieht  I  fliould  be  glad  to 
ifive  no  Opinion  ;  but  yet  mult  now  affer  fuch  as  occurs  to 
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me.     Peace  is  the  greateft  Advantage  that  can  be  defired  by 
a  free  and  trading  Nation  :  Any  Expence  which  will  contri- 
bute to  continue  that  Bleffing  to  us,    will  be  Money  well 
employed  ;  and  what  is  now  propofed  to  us,  I  fee;  in  the  Light 
cf  a  Meafure  for  Peace  :  The  Increafe  of  our  Forces  in  ge- 
neral appears  to  me,  to  be  with  an  Intention,  not  to  make, 
but  to  prevent  War.     We  are  now  in  the  righteil  Situation 
poflible  :    We   take  on  us   the  Part  of  Mediators,  not  of 
Principals  or   Parties  in  the   War  :    r.^ay  our  good  Offices 
be  effedual  ?  All  I  can  do  to  make   them  io.  I  am  furc  I 
wifli :  God  fend    they   ma_,    he  fo  ?   But  we  muil  put  our- 
lelves  into  a  Condition  to  be  a  Wt.gi.t  in    whichever  Scale 
we  may   throw  ourfelve:  ;    for    oare    Reafohs,    Perfuafives 
alone,  will,  I   fear,  have  little  EfFeft.     But  if  the  ftronger 
Party   is   made  fenfible,    that  if  it  refufes  to  come  into  rea- 
fonable  Terms,  it    will  not  long  continue  the  ftrongei  ?..rty, 
our  Mediation  will  be  more  regarded  ;  and  a    Minilter  will 
be  beft  hearkened   to,  whofe  Equipages,  inftead  of  a  great 
Number  of  fine  Footmen,  confifts  of  a  large  Body  of  good 
Troops :    I  am  therefore.  Sir,  free  to  declare  for  arming 
ourfelves,  convinced  that  an  unarmed   Mediation  muit  prove 
an  unfuccefsful  one.     But,  Sir,  as  the  Ihewing  what  a  con- 
trary Meafure  would  produce,    does    belt  illnftrate  Things, 
let  us  confider  what  would  be  the  natural  EiFcds  of  our    de- 
clining to  make  any  warlike  Preparations.     Would    it  not 
be  declaring  to  the  French  that  they  may  go  on   and   con- 
quer ?    That  they  may  place  upon  the  Imperial  Throne  a 
Prince  of  the   Houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  That  England  is    not 
ROW,    as    formerly,     apprehenfive  of    the   Increafe  of  the 
Power  of  France  ?  This  would  certainly  be  the  Conclufion 
the  French  would  naturally  draw  from  our  not   arming  :    A 
Conclufion  no  Englilhman   fureiy  would  give   them  an  Op- 
portunity to  make.     Warlike  Preparations  wi!',  I  hope,  con- 
duce to  making  Peace  ;  and  if  they  tail  of  mnl  ing  Peace,  they 
will  enable    us   to  make   War  :    The  Expence  will  neither 
way  be  loll.     A   noble  Lord   was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  the 
Profperity  cf  this  Nation  depended  on  the  Peace  and  'I'ran- 
quility  of  our  Neighbours ;  I  join   with   him    in   Opinion  ; 
at  lealt  fo   far  that  it   may  be  dillurbed  by  tlicir  VVant  of 
Tranquility  :  But  fureiy  then  we  ought  not  to  repine  at  rny 
Expence  to  procure  that   Peace   and  I'ranquility  to  them, 
upon  which  our  own  Profperity  is  thought  to  depend,    iionie 
Gentlemen  feem  to  apprehend,  that  arming   will   tngngc   u". 
in  War,  without  the  Duttli ,  far  from  it  ;  for  if  it  iLould  fail 
of  its  defircd  Succefs,  wc  are  ilill  at  Liberty    to  ^"51  as  we 
think  belt :  But  upon  that  Article,  I  think  it  mofl  profcr  to 
be  filent  at   prefcnt.     We  may,  as   the  Country  People  ex 
prefj  it,  when  tl;o  'J'ime   conies,    do    like  our   Ni;i£,hbour::, 
i   ;  Bu; 
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Anno  s.  ccc.  u.  But  now.  Sir,  as  I  have  given  my  Confent  to  the  Increale 
■  'Zl'_ -' ,  _}  of  Forces  in  general,  I  muit  likewife  declare,  that  for  the 
Method,  now  propofed,  of  increafing  them,  by  raifing  more 
national  Troops,  I  can  by  no  Means  approve  of  it.  After 
which  it  will  be  expefted  of  ine  to  fay  in  what  Manner  I 
would  have  them  increafed  ;  for  to  oppofe  a  Meafure,  and 
propofe  no  other  in  its  Place,  is  certainly  very  unjuftifiable. 
On  this  Occafion  therefore,  I  am  not  fhy  of  declaring  that 
the  warlike  Preparation  1  mean,  is  by  making  Contrafts 
with  foreign  Princes  for  their  Troops,  in  cafe  we  call  for 
them.  To  this  Method  there  is  no  Objeftion  but  the  una- 
voidable Expence  ;  and  yet  the  Expence  of  national  Troops 
is  ftiU  greater  :  Even  the  difbanding  of  national  Troops 
does  not  free  us  from  the  Expence  of  them  ;  their  Half 
Pay  remains  ;  and  'tis  remarkable,  that  Half-Pay  Officers, 
tho'  they  hardly  live,  they  never  die.  But  other  Objeftions 
arife  to  national  Troops  ;  the  Burthen  they  are  otherwife, 
and  the  Danger  from  them  is  likewife  greater ;  not  that  I 
look  on  them,  as  another  noble  Lord  does,  as  a  Standing 
Army  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  this  can  be  the  Num- 
ber to  be  kept  up  :  That  is  not  my  Objeftion  ;  but  I  objedl 
to  the  Increafe  of  national  Forces,  as  a  Method  in  no  Cir- 
cumftance  fo  eafy  or  fafe,  as  the  engaging  foreign  Ones. 
Arming  in  general  I  think  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  and  were 
there  no  other  Method,  I  would  confent  to  this.  Our 
Houfe  indeed  is  not  on  Fire,  but  our  Neighbours  is  in  a 
Flame ;  I  therefore  approve  the  increafing  of  our  F'orces 
in  general,  and  only  oppofe  the  Method  now  propofed  of 
raifing  national  Ones,  as  there  is  a  more  eafy  and  more  con- 
venient one  of  doing  it,  by  engaging  foreign  Troops.' 
Mr  Lindfiy.  To  this  Speech  of  Mr  Howe's  ic  was  replied  by  Mr  Lind- 

fay,  '  That  by  the  Augmentation  propofed,  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  add  new  Officers,  but  only  fo  many  private  Men 
to  each  Company  ;  fo  that  when  Peace  was  reftored,  the 
Augmentation  then  made  could  be  reduced,  without  leaving 
any  Charge  upon  the  Nation  :  That  in  a  Timeof  fuch  pub- 
lick  Danger  it  was  neceflhry  to  augmenti  our  Forces  within 
the  Kingdom,  and  therefore  any  fmal!  Iftconveniencies  that 
might  from  thence  arife  inull  be  borne  w'ith  :  That  by  in- 
creafing our  own  Troops  no  Money  wns  carried  out  of  the 
Kingdom  :  That  it  would  add  to  the  Number  of  our  trained 
Soldiers,  which,  if  any  futare  D'^ger  fnould  arife,  would 
be  an  Advantage  to  the  Nation  :  I'hat  by  a  Man's  becom- 
ing a  Soldier  his  Labour  and  Jndiiltry  was  not  quite  loft, 
for  many  of  them  were  as  iniiuiliious  after  biting  as  ever 
they  had  been  before  :  That  old  I'.nd  infirm  Soldiers  mull 
always  of  courfe  be  difmifled,  ar,d  new  Recruits  raifed  in 
their  Stead,  tho'  no  Augmencuuon  were  ever  made. 

Mr 
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Mr  John  Drummond,  in  Support  of  tlie  Motion  for  the  Anno  s.  Ceo.  ir. 

Augmentation,  took  Notice  of  the  Number  of  Forces  the  i^ i  —    _/ 

Dutch  had  on  Foot,  and  their  Difpofition  to  adt  in  Concert  Mr  j.  DrummonJ, 
with  Great  Britain.'  Then  Mr  Robert  Dundafs  Itood  up,  Mr  ounoaft. 
and  fpoke  againil  the  Augmentation,  and  mention'd  the  bad 
Purpoi'es  for  which  the  Forces  were  employ 'd,  and  inftanc'd 
the  drawing  up  of  the  Regiment  in  the  Abbey  Clofe  at 
Edinburgh,  to  over-awe  the  Eleftion  of  the  Scots  Peers, 
or  over-awe  the  Eleftions  of  Commoners ;  and  to  induce  fuch 
Places  as  were  conceiv'd  to  wifh  for  Troops,  to  vote  for  Cour- 
tiers, or  otherwife  to  have  the  Troops  remov'd  from  them.'         * 

To  this  Mr  Duncan  Forbes  anfvver'd,  '  That  the  Drawing  Mr  D.Forbes. 
up  the  Troops  in  the  Abbey  Clofe  was  an  ordinary  Muiler 
or  Exercife  of  Arms ;  and  the  Abbey  Clofe  an  ordinary 
Place  for  fuch  Mufters ;  and  that  there  was  great  Need  of 
armed  Force  in  Scotland  ;  without  which  the  notorious  In- 
clination there  to  Smuggling  and  Cheating  the  Revenue,  and 
to  mutiny  and  refill  the  Execution  of  legal  Procefs,  could 
not  be  queird  ;  and  concluded  with  difapproving  the  Pro- 
pofal  for  hiring  Foreign  Troops.'  Hereupon  Mr  James 
Erikine  flood  up  and  faid,  MrErskine. 

Sir, 

*  I  am  loth  to  take  up  the  Time  of  the  Houfe.  now  it 
is  fo  late,  but  as  the  Affair  of  the  Troops  at  the  Election 
of.ihe  Sixteen  Scots  Peers  has  been  mifreprefented  ;  and  as 
I  am  fully  acquainted  with  the  Truth  of  that  Tranfadion, 
I  hope  the  Houfe  will  indulge  me. 

*  I  believe  no  Member  of  this,  or  any  other  former  Par- 
liament, has  ever  afferted  that  a  Standing  Army  v/as  con- 
fident with  our  Conftitution,  or  even  attempt  to  deny  but  it 
is  dangerous  to  our  Rights  and  Liberties.  A  Standing  Army 
has  been  kept  up,  it  is  true,  from  Year  to  Year,  and  fome- 
times  augmented,  by  pretending  the  Exigencies  of  the  Times ; 
but  fuch  Exigencies,  that  the  fame,  or  other  fuch,  may  to 
the  World's  End  be  pretended  :  So  that  if  the  fame  mean 
and  low  Spirit  continues  in  Britain,  a  Standing  Army  is  for 
ever  to  be  the  Oppreffion  of  this  once  flourifliing  Ifland- 
Thefe  Arguments  arc  indeed  too  general  to  be  dwelt  on, 
when  the  Queftion  is  not,  Whether  to  have  an  Army  ;  but. 
Whether  to  augment  it  ?  Since  it  feems  granted  on  all  Sides, 
that  we  muft  have  an  Army  for  this  Year ;  that  Briiain 
muft  for  one  Year  longer  fubmit  to  that  Badge  and  great 
Mean  of  Slavery  :  But  if  it  is  fo  dangerous  (o  have  any,  it  is 
ftill  more  dangerous  to  add  to  it ;  and  if  Exigencies  requir'd 
fuch  an  Army  as  we  had  laft  Year,  yet  it  behoves  us  to  fee 
the  Exigencies,  that  required  fo  large  an  Addition  as  8000 
more,  before  we  ought  to  confent  to  it. 

'  The 
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Annos.  Ceo.  11.  '  TliC  Prctcxt  made  ufe  of  is,  that  we  and  the  Dutch  are 
''•*  "  .  to  be  Mediators  between  the  contending  Powers  of  Europe, 
and  that  unarmed  Medi^.tors  cannot  efFeftually  mediate  ; 
yet  the  Dutch  are  to  be  unarm'd,  not  only  by  Sea,  but  are 
to  add  nothing  to  their  Land-Forces,  as  was  but  now  ac- 
knowlcdg'd  :  Iho'  tiie  other  Day  we  were  told,  TJiat  as 
we  ihould  increaie  our  Fleet,  the  Sea  being  our  natural 
Barrier;  lb  would  the  Datch  .lugm.nt  thtir  Troops,  their 
Barrier  being  by  Land.  But  now  we  fee  tnat  our  Neigh- 
bours are  to  ihare  with  us  the  Honour  and  Advantage  of 
Mediating,  and  we  are  to  bear  all  the  Burden  :  Yet  it  fecms 
reither  they  ror  we  are  indeed  to  he  Mediators  ;  for  his 
M;j':'.'y'.-^  Speech  fays  only,  that  hi>-  good  Offices,  and  the 
good  Offices  of  tne  States  General,  had  been  accepted  of ; 
and  as  fomc  G«:ntlemen  had  openly  in  the  Houfe  deny'd 
that  we  were  to  be  Mediators,  they  explained  the  accepting 
of  thefe  good  Offices  to  be  no  more  th.in  barely  to  allow  us 
to  make  Propofals  to  the  Powers  in  War.  And  is  this  all 
the  mighty  Matter  for  which  our  domeltick  Army  is  to  be 
augmented  fo  greatly  ?  If  a  ftrong  Army  is  neceflary  for 
this  Purpofe,  the  Augmentation  is  too  little  :  But  any 
Augmentation  in  our  prefent  Circumfiances  is  not  the 
Way  to  make  us  to  be  regarded  by  the  Potentates  at 
"War.  They  know  our  Cafe,  that  we  are  under  vaft 
Debts,  much  whereof  was  contracted  for  no  Purpofe,  or 
for  bad  Purpofcs  :  And  to  fee  us  ading  wifely  and  fru- 
gally, and  to  have  Money  and  Credit  as  formerly,  would 
give  Britain  the  Weight  it  formerly  had  ;  and  they  know 
that  then  we  could  raiic  Troops  «t  Home,  and  hire  Abroad  : 
But  they  would  never  believe  us  noticeable  for  having  2;;, oco 
or  26,000  Men  in  our  Army  at  Home,  with  not  a  Farthing 
in  our  Pockets.  After  all,  it  feems  iiard  to  be  believed  that 
it  is  in  earneft  faid  we  are  to  be  Mediators,  or  at  all  to  in- 
terpofe,  or  that  we  are  any  wavs  afraid  of  the  Confequences 
of  the  prefent  War  in  Europe :  For  fome  Years  ago  we 
were  offer'd  the  Mediation,  and  then  rcfus'd  it ;  no  doubt 
to  fliew  our  Modefty,  and  that  we  were  not  fo  vain  as  to 
take  on  us  to  offer  Laws  to  France,  a  Nation  fuperior  to 
Britain,  and  whom  then  we  obfequioully  courted.  And  to 
fay,  we  now  dread  the  Progrefs  of  the  Arms  of  the  French 
and  their  Confederates,  one  mull  be  tempted  to  think  but 
a  Pretext :  For  fo  wife  Men  :.*  aJminiller  the  Britilli  Affairs 
did  certainly  forefee  it,  and  can  not  be  frighted  at  the 
Confequences  of  their  own  Adions ;  fmce  all  fiovv'd  from 
the  Introdurtion  of  Don  Carlos  into  Italv,  which  was  done 
by  our  own  Fleet.  I  am,  in  my  own  private  Opinion, 
fo  little  perfuaded  of  the  ^^'ifdom  of  that  Expedition,  ihat 
I  hope  the  50,000  Seamen,  voted  the  cth.ci  Dav,  arc  dcfi'..n'd 

^fcr 


(  7'  ) 
for  a  better  Purpofe  ;  yet  it  is  better  to  make  an  ibie,  tho'  ex- 
penfive  Show  of  them  ac  Spithead,  than  fend  them  Abroad  to 
do  Milchief.  And  all  this  appears  from  our  fuccecding  Con- 
dud  ;  for  it  would  be  a  high  Refleftion  to  fuppofe  the  In- 
telligence of  our  Miniftry  fo  bad,  that  they  knew  not  of  the 
Alliance  when  forming  betwixt  France,  Spain  and  Sardinia, 
and  they  could  not  but  fee  the  Confequences  of  it.  Yet  they 
did  nothing  to  flop  that  Treaty  ;  nor,  when  it  was  finifh'd,  to 
flop  their  powerful  Armies  from  entering  Italy,  where  they 
have  had  fo  great  Succefs ;  and  our  Trade  to  which  Country 
is  now  as  precarious  as  our  Trade  to  Spain  :  They  likewife 
mull  have  forefeen  the  Progrefs  of  the  French  Arms  on  the 
Rhine  ;  for  who  did  not  know,  that  the  Emperor,  having  a 
great  Army  in  Italy,  was  over-power'd  by  a  greater ;  and 
that  France,  in  the  German  War,  having  nothing  to  appre- 
hend from  Italy  or  Spain,  as  in  former  Wars,  could  not 
but  be  an  Over-match  for  the  Emperor  on  the  Rhine  ? 
Therefore  as  all  this  has  happen'd,  having  been  forefeen  and 
help'd  on  by  our  own  Minillry,  the  Fear  faid  to  arife  from 
thence  mull  be  but  an  affefted  Pretence,  as  well  as  the  Me- 
diation which  we  had  formerly  refufed,  and  now  did  not 
pretend  was  oiFer'd  to  us :  Nay,  if  it  was  otherwife,  yet  this 
Augmentation  of  our  Army  is  not  the  right  Way  to  make 
us  confiderable  in  the  Mediation,  nor  a  good  Way  to  aft  for 
ourfelves,  fince  we  are  not  like  to  be  attack'd  this  Year. 

'  I  can't  help  taking  Notice  of  what  was  faid  by  the  Gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  laft,  [Mr  Duncan  Forbes~\  relating  to  the 
Ufe  of  Troops  in  Scotland.  I  am  forry  that  fuch 'i  hings 
fnould  be  faid  of  that  Country,  by  a  Gentleman  wJiom  I 
regard  fo  much,  and  whofe  Worth  and  Learning  I  am  not 
a  Stranger  to  :  I  dare  aflert  the  Law,  and  the  Execution  of  le- 
gal Procefs,  in  Scotland  has  irce  Courfe  without  the  Afliftance 
of  Troops  :  I  have  heard  of  no  remarkable  Inllance  of  the 
Interpofition  of  Troops  in  fuch  Cafes  ;  but  when  it  was  done 
illegally  by  thofe  in  Power  and  Office,  to  the  Oppreflion  of 
the  Subjefts,  and  Overthrow  of  our  Liberties,  and  contrary 
to  Law  ;  Inllances  of  which  I  can  give,  and  I  hope  will 
in  due  Time  be  adverted  to,  and  meet  with  defervtd  Re- 
buke. There  are  more  Inllances  of  Mutiny  and  Tumult 
in  England  than  in  Scotland  ;  and  more  Running  of  Goods 
in  a  few  Days  on  the  Thames,  than  in  all  Scotland  for  a 
Year.  \^Here  he  related  the  Manner  of  dra^vino  np  the  Re- 
giment in  the  Ahhty-Clnfe  at  the  Election  of  the  Sixteen 
Peers.'j  For  my  Part  I  know  no  Good  the  Army  has  done 
in  Britain,  but  making  Roads  thro'  the  Mountains  of  the 
Scots  Highlands,  which  was  performed  by  a  Handful.' 

Colonel  Handafydc  took   up  Mr  Eifl-rine,  as  if  what  he  ' 
h:.d   faid   about  the  Regiment  in  the  Abbey-Clofe  had  re- 
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flcfted  on  him,  whofe  Regiment  it  was ;  and  endeavour'd  to 
fhevv  that  it  was  but  an  ordinary  Meeting  there,  and  that  no- 
thing could  be  meant  by  it,  fince  the  Regiment  march'd 
from  Town  at  Mr  Dundafss  Eledlion  :  That  he  deferv'd 
Thanks^,  and  not  Blame,  for  his  Condudl  by  the  Gentlemen 
of  that  Country  ;  but  that  (oiwc  willi'd  there  had  been  Mobs 
and  Tumults,  and  from  their  DiHippointment  proceeded 
their  Complaints.' 

Mr  Erfkine  riling  up  to  reply,  Sir  James  Campbell  Itood 
up  likewife,  and  endeavour'd  to  fnew  the  Necelficy  of  Troops 
in  the  Highlands  ;  Urging,  '  That  they  ought  to  be  continued 
though  the  Higlilanders  were,  at  prefent,  mollly  well  af- 
feded ;  and  gave  for  [nftance  the  Advantage  of  having 
Troops  in  Scotland  in  the  Year  171  5,  when  the  Rebellion 
was  rais'd  and  carried  on  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  Brother  to 
the  honourable  Member  who  had  fpoke  lafl;  againft  the  Mo- 
tion.' Several  Members,  refenting  this  Expreffion  as  a  Re- 
fleftion  on  Mr  Erlkine,  cali'd  out.  To  Order :  Hereupon 
Mr  Erlkine  Hood  up  again,  and  faid,  *  That  when  he  laft 
rofe  up  to  fpeak,  it  cou'd  not  be  to  anfwer  the  Member 
who  had  now  fpoke,  iSir  James  CampbeW]  for  then  he  had 
faid  nothing  ;  and  that  he  might  for  the  lame  Reafon  pals 
by  all  that  the  worthy  Gentleman  had  fpoke  fmce.'  Here 
Sir  James  Campbell  got  up  again  ;  but  the  Houfe  would  not 
allow  him  to  interrupt :  Then  Mr  EnTcine  went  on,  and  faid, 
*  That  the  honourable  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  before,  [meaning 
Colonel  Handa!)de\  could  not,  on  the  lead  Refleftion,  ima- 
gine that  any  Thing  faid  was  meant  againlt  him,  who  he  had 
never,  that  he  knew  of,  feen  in  his  Life  till  now ;  and  that  the 
Colonel  was  not  then  in  Scotland,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  blani'd  for  any  Thing  done  by  his  Regiment  :  That  he 
blam'd  not  even  his  Officers  prelent,  not  doubting  but  they 
had  Orders  :  That  this  was  not  the  I'ime  to  argue  that  im- 
portant Matter  and  flagrant  Encroachment  on  the  Britifh  Li- 
berties, which  might  come  to  be  inquired  into  afterwards  ; 
vet  the  Account  he  had  given  of  it  was  jult,  notwithllanding 
tiic  Anfwer  :  That  the  Regiment  had  been  mufter'd,  and 
in  the  Field  but  a  Dny  or  two  before,  and  therefore  the 
Meeting  on  that  Day  was  not  an  ordinary  one  :  That  it  could 
r.otbe  without  a  Defign,  and  a  bad  one  too  :  That  on  fuch  a 
Day  the  three  Companies  at  Leith  were  march'd  to  join 
thofe  at  Kdinbmgh,  nnd  kept  altogether  under  Arms  during 
the  ElccL'.in,  ai.d  then  march'd  back  to  Leith  :  And  that 
oiher  Each,  equally  or  more  grofs,  could  in  due  Time  and 
Scafon,  be  mvle  appear  to  flrew  that  it  was  done  on  a  bad 
Def.gn  :  1  r.at  their  marching  from  Edinburgh  at  the  Elec- 
tion for  the  County,  proves  only  they  were  liOt  in  the  Wrong 
*.    th.".'  'i'ime,  tho'  they  v.-sre    rrodigiouily   w.fong  at  the 
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Bleftlon  of  the  Peers :  That  the  Accufation  of  wifliing  for  Anno  8.  Geo.  ii. 
Mobs  and  Tumults  was  injurious,  and  as  weakas  unjuft:  1  hat  .^.'^Hl.^j 
if  it  was  meant  againft  the  Majority,  what  could  they  gain 
by  it  r  And  flill  lefs  could  the  Minority  reap  any  Advantage 
from  it,  except  to  put  themfelves  in  the  Wrong,  when  they 
had  no  Reafon  to  hope  they  would  meet  with  Pardon  and 
Indulgence  :  That  Mutiny  was  the  ftale  Pretence  of  thofe, 
who  wanted  a  Handle  to  oppreis  by  fuperior  Power  ;  That 
by  Mobbing,  the  Minority  could  only  exped  fuch  Ruin  to 
themfelves,  as  had  befallen  his  Kinfman  by  the  Rebellion, 
which  an  honourable  Member  had,  with  fo  much  Difcretion 
and  Juftice,  objefted  to  him  :  That  the  Objediou  was  fo  en- 
tirely from  the  Purpofe,  he  would  pafs  it  by  unanfwer'd, 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  what  that  honourable  Gentleman  had 
faid,  did  not  the  high  Nature  of  it  require  him  to  fpeak 
to  it  :  That  he  had  fufFer'd  more  by  it  tlian  any  Man,  except 
his  deceas'd  Friend  and  Relation,  who  was  at  the  Head  of 
it :  That  his  Principle  and  Conduft,  with  refpeft  to  the  pre- 
fent  Eftablilhment,  ever  fince  he  enter'd  on  the  World  and 
Bufmefs,  had  been  uniform  and  firm  in  all  Times  and  Situa- 
tions, as  every  Body  knew,  who  knew  him  ;  and  as  the  Ob- 
jeftor  and  his  Friends  had  often  acknovvledg'd  :  And  if  now 
his  greateft  Enemies  could  bring  an  Inftance  to  the  contrary, 
he  confentcd  to  have  it  reckon'd  that  he  had  always  been 
a  Traitor  :  That,  therefore,  if  the  Occafion  of  flinging  out 
this  at  him,  and  the  Air  with  which  it  was  done,  had  not 
Jook'd  fo  unfavourably,  he  muft,  in  JuHice  to  the  Gentle- 
man who  fpoke  it,  have  thought  he  intended  to  do  him 
Honour  ;  by  (hewing  his  Loyalty  to  have  been  fo  uncon- 
querable, that  his  neareft  Relations,  and  with  wliom  he  had 
fo  great  Connexion,  could  not  fhake  or  diminifh  it.' 

Mr  Charles  Areficine  *  ftood   up  next,  and   faid,  'That  Mr  ciw.  ArcrK;r.e 
the  Abbey  and  Parliament  Clofe  were  (o  far  diilant,  f  th.it 
the  Reginient  drawn   up  in   the  former  could  not  over-awe 
the  Eledlion  at  the  latter.' 

Then    the  Quellion   being  put  on   the  Motion  made  by  "" 

Mr  Andrews,  it  pafs'd  in  the  Affirmative  by  261  to  2c3. 

fell.  17.  Mr  Walter  Plumer  mov'd.  That  the  Poilmafier  ■-.'• '^'"";"'.' '.''C: 
General  might  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  Copy  of  the  King's  (.kl 'i/.- h-mi'il' :,,n 
Warrant,  whereby  Letters  were  permitted  to  pafs  Poft-fiee.     tor\;'.p'iu;.v''T'  ^ 

Felf.   19.  The  faid  Warrant  was  laid  before  the  Houfe.        u-s  ;   ;■..  p-j'.. 

Feb.  24.  Sev^eral  Refoiutions  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Supply,  having  been  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  Sir  William 
Wyndham  mov'd,    *  That  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  cf  the 
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*  Solylinr  Gev-rtl  f,.-  Sa.tUiid. 

t   The,  Dijixi.ct  :i  i:tt'.f  rm'e  tbj:i  ll.uf  .1  .'/■/;•, 
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5th  of  December  1690,  in  thefecond  Year  of  William  and 
Mary,  in  relation  to  the  Report  from  the  Committee,  to 
whom  the  Confideration  of  the  Eftimates  and  Accounts  re- 
lating to  the  Array,  Navy  and  Treafury  were  referred, 
might  be  read  ;  which  was  done  accordingly.  Then  he 
mov'd  for  reading  the  Journal  of  November  9th,  1691,  in 
the  third  Year  of  the  fame  Reign,  in  relation  to  appoint- 
ing a  Committee  to  infpedl  the  Eitimate  of  the  Navy  for 
the  Year  1692,  which  liaving  been  alfo  read,  Sir  William 
Wyndham  Itood  up  again,  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
Mr  Speaker, 
^''  .Y' ':  "7']'?f^-'^'^  *  When  I  refleft  on  the  long  Peace  this  Nation  has  en- 
risg\he'E.ii:nAteofjoy'd,  I  am  furprifcd  how  fmall  a  Part  of  our  publick  Debt;; 
v?;iJ"'.7jl-"V'^^  ^^^s  been  paid  off;  but  when  I  confider  the  vail  Sums  that 
icivft  cumnif.ec.  juvg  been  yearly  raifed,  that  tlie  People  have  not  been  made 
quite  free  of  any  one  Tax  which  the  preceeding  War 
brought  upon  them,  nor  any  Tax,  except  one  only,  in  the 
leall  diminiihed  ;  I  cannot  comprehend  how  it  was  poflible, 
in  every  Year  of  this  long  Term  of  Peace,  to  find  Pretences 
for  putting  the  Nation  to  fuch  a  vaft  Expence  :  And  I  muft 
think,  If  our  Parliaments,  for  thefe  twenty  Years  pall,  had 
followed  the  Example  laid  down  in  the  Precedents  now 
read  to  you,  and  had  always  appointed  a  feleft  Committee, 
to  examine  the  Eftimates  yearly  laid  before  them,  it  would 
not  have  been  poflible  to  prevail  with  them  to  agree  that 
fuch  an  Expence  was  necefTary. 

*  This,  Sir,  I  wifh  had  been  done  by  every  Parliament 
fince  the  Revolution  ;  and  as  this  is  the  firlt  Seflion  of  a 
new  Parliament,  I  hope  we  fhall  begin  to  follow  that  Ex- 
ample which  was  fhewn  by  the  fiilh  Parliament  after  the 
Revolution.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid,  but  that  Parliament 
had  as  good  Reafon  to  put  a  Confidence  in  the  Admini- 
liration  as  this  Parliament  has,  or  as  any  Parliament  had 
fince  that  Time  ;  and  yet  we  find  that  Parliament,  in  their 
very  firft  Seflion,  palling  an  Afl,  and  by  Ballot  appointing 
Commiflioners,  for  taking  and  examining  the  Account  of  all 
publick  Money,  and  refolving  that  no  Perfon  fhould  be  one 
of  thofe  Commiflioners,  wiio  had  any  Offxe  of  Profit,  or 
was  accountable  to  their  Mjjefties ;  and  their  Care  of  the 
publick  Money,  in  their  fccond  and  third  Seffions,  we  may 
collcdl  from  the  Journals  now  read  to  us.  For  this  Rea- 
fon I  am  convinced,  that  what  I  am  now  to  propofe  cannot 
be  thought  fhewing  the  lead  Difrefpedl:  to  his  Majeily  :  It 
is  only  fhewing  that  prudent  Care  of  the  People's  Money, 
which  we  ought  always  to  fr.cw  as  their  Reprcfentarives, 
even  the'  there  were  no  particular  Reafon  for  our  being  fo 
carefL;!. 

♦  But 
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*  But  at  prefent,  Sir,  we  have  a  melancholy  Reafon  for 
refuming  the  ancient  Ufage  of  Parliament;  It  is  well  known 
that  Ellimates  have  been  every  Year  laid  before  this  Houfe 
of  all  the  Expences,  which  were  then  fappofed  to  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  enfuing  Year ;  and  notwithilanding  thofe   Elti- 
mntes  were  much  larger  than  were  ever  before  ufual,  yet  in 
every  Year  ample  Provilicn  has  been  made  for  the  Expences 
of  the  enfuing  Year,  conformable  to  the  Ellimates  laid  before 
the  Houfe  :  This  is  known  to  almofl  every  Man,   and  every 
Man  that  does  know  it  mull  think  it  very  odd,  that  in   fo 
fmall  a  Number  of  Years  fuch  a  great  Debt  fhould  be  con- 
trafted  as  is  at  prefent  due  upon  Account  of  our  Navy  ;   but 
it  mull  appear  ftill  more  furprizing  when  we  confider,  that 
in  every  Seffion  of  Parliament  Accounts  have  been  laid  be- 
fore this  Houfe,  of  the   Deficiencies  of  all  former  Grants, 
and  likewife  of  all  Services  incurred  and  not   provided  for 
by  Parliament.     If  fuch  Accounts  had  been  rightly  confi- 
dered,  they  would  certainly  have  been  made  good,  and  the 
Services,  if  found  to  have  been  neceffarily  incurred,   would 
certainly  have  been  provided  for,  out  of  the  firft  and  readiell 
of  the  Grants  made  for  the  Service  of  the  next  enfuing 
Year. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  the  only  proper  Way  of  providing  for  all 
Services  incurred  and  not  provided  for  in  the  former  Sef- 
fion of  Parliament  :  While  this  Method  is  regularly  pur- 
fued,  the  Strength  of  the  Nation  is  not  impaired.by  loading 
PoUerity  with  Debts  and  Mortgages  ;  nor  can  the  People 
be  fo  eafily  prevailed  on  to  fubmit  to  any  unneceflary  Ex- 
pence  ;  and  the  Fadls  being  frefh  in  every  Man's  Memory, 
if  any  Fraud  be  couched  under  any  of  the  Articles  of  the 
Accounts  given  in,  it  may  be  ealily  difcovered  ;  but  when 
the  Nation  is  thus  fecretly  run  in  Debt,  the  People  being 
ignorant  of  their  Expence,  cannot  find  Fault  with  any  of 
thofe  extravagant  Meafures  which  occafioned  that  Expence ; 
and  when  Accounts  arc  brought  into  this  Houfe  in  a  Heap, 
and  after  the  Tranfaftions  to  which  they  relate  are  all  for- 
gotten, it  is  then  iitipofiible  for  Gentlemen  to  difcover  the 
Fallacies  that  may  be  praiflifed  in  the  Manner  of  Hating  thefe 
Accounts. 

'  Upon  fuch  a  flight  View,  Sir,  as  I  have  taken  of  the 
Accounts  now  upon  the  Table,  it  is  not  pofllble  for  me  to 
enter  into  the  particular  Articles  ;  but  I  cannot  help  taking 
Notice  of  one  which  to  me  appears  very  extraordinary. 
There  is  near  250,000  1.  charged,  not  for  the  Building  of 
Ships,  but  for  the  Building  of  Houfcs  ;  whether  fuch  Houfes 
were  necelTary  I  fhall  not  now  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  if 
they  were,  I  think  it  is  too  large  a  Sum  for  any  Admini- 
ftration  to  have  expended,  without  a  previous  Authority 
K  z  fro-i 
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*^'^f,,^//  "•  from  Parliament;  and  that  I  am  fure  was  never  aflced  for. 
What  the  prefent  Age  may  think  of  fuch  a  Sum,  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  am  fure  our  Anceilors,  even  of  the  very 
laft  Age,  would  have  been  extremely  fhy  of  loading  the 
People  with  at  leall  Six-pence  in  the  Pound  upon  all  the 
Lands  in  Great  Britain,  for  building  Houfes  for  the  Of- 
ficers belonging  to  the  Admiralty  ;  and  I  mufl  think  it  a  lit- 
tle extraordinary  to  fee  Minillers,  of  their  own  Heads,  un- 
dertake to  do  that  which  even  Parliaments  of  old  would 
fcarce  have  undertaken  to  have  done.  'Tis  true.  Parlia- 
ments have  of  late  become  very  good  natur'd,  they  have  put 
great  Confidence  in  Miniflers,  and  have  generally,  I  fhall 
not  fay  blindh',  approved  of  all  minifterial  Meafures :  This 
may  perhaps  have  made  Minillers  prefume  a  little  farther 
than  they  would  otherwife  have  done  ;  but  I  am  very  fure, 
that  till  very  lately,  no  Minifter  would  have  dared  to  have 
drawn  the  Nation  into  fuch  an  Expence  without  an  Autho- 
rity from  Parliament  for  fo  doing. 

'  This  Article  would,  I  believe,  Sir,  have  appeared  a 
little  extraordinary,  in  the  moil;  flourilhing  Circumltances 
that  ever  this  Nation  was  in  ;  but  when  the  People  are 
groaning  under  heavy  Taxes,  when  moll  of  thofe  Taxes 
3re  already  engaged  for  the  Payment  of  our  Debts,  I  muft 
think  it  highly  extravagant.  We  ought  to  make  our  Ellate 
our  own,  we  ought  to  free  it  from  Mortgages,  before  we 
think  of  beautifying  it  with  coilly  Buildings.  However,  Sir, 
let  me  fuppofe  that  this  Expence  was  abfolutely  neceffary, 
yet  Hill  it  ought  to  have  been  provided  for  by  Parliament 
before  it  was  undertaken,  or  at  leall  the  next  Seffion  after 
it  was  laid  out  :  In  that  Cafe  the  Parliament  would  pro- 
bably have  taken  Care  to  have  faved  as  much  upon  fome 
other  Article  :  By  that  means  our  being  involved  in  fo  heavy 
a  Debt  as  we  are  at  prefent  would  have  been  prevented, 
and  we  might  have  been  in  a  Condition  for  afting  that  Part, 
which  the  prefent  Circurallances  of  Europe  may  make  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  undertake. 

*  The  Revenues  of  a  Nation,  Sir,  which  always  arife 
from  thofe  Taxes  the  People  are  to  pay,  may  be  compared 
to  the  Revenues  of  a  private  Gentleman's  Ellate  ;  and  every 
Gentleman  who  has  a  Regard  to  his  Family,  or  to  his  own 
Credit,  will  certainly  proportion  his  Expence  to  the  Reve- 
nues of  his  Ellate,  taking  Care  to  fave  as  much  yearly  as 
may  be  necelfary  for  providing  for  younger  Children,  and 
for  anf  A-ering  future  Accidents  or  Misfortunes :  Such  a  Gen- 
tleman will  confider  that  if,  by  his  Way  of  Living,  he  fpends 
iripre  than  the  yearly  Revenue  of  his  Eflate  may,  according 
to  this  Computation,  anivver,  he  muft  yearly  dellroy  a  Part 
ef  his  Eilate  ;  and  that  the  greater  this  Surplus  is,  the  fooner 
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his  Eftate  and  Family  will  be  ruined.  Let  us  fuppofe  then  Annos.  ceo.  il 
that  fuch  a  Gentleman  fhould  order  his  Steward  to  compute  y  ,  —  -  _j 
the  Manner  how  he  was  to  live,  fo  as  not  to  fpend  yearly 
more  than  the  Revenue  of  his  Eilate  could  bear,  allowing  fo 
much  yearly  for  Childrens  Fortunes,  paying  off  Mortgages, 
or  future  Contingencies  :  Suppofe  this  Steward  had  pre- 
fcribed  fuch  a  Manner  of  living,  and  had  for  feveral  Years 
fed  him  with  a  Notion  that  he  was  fpending  no  more  year- 
ly than  his  Eftate  could  bear  ;  but  at  laft  brings  him  in  a 
terrible  Account  of  Debts  contracted,  by  that  Manner  of 
living  which  he  himfelf  had  prefcribed,  and  gravely  tells 
him,  he  mull  fell  or  mortgage  one  of  his  beft  Manors  for 
paying  off  thofe  Debts  :  What  would  fuch  a  Steward  de- 
ferve  ?  Surely  he  muit  at  leaft  expeft  all  his  Accounts  to  be 
examined  in  the  ftrideft;  Manner,  and  his  Mailer  would  ne- 
ver place  a  Coniidence  in  any  of  his  Calculations  for  the 
future. 

*  The  Cafe,  Sir,  is  the  fame  with  this  Nation  at  pre- 
fent :  We  have  been  made  to  believe,  that  what  we  were 
fpending  yearly  was  no  more  than  the  yearly  Taxes  would 
anfwer  :  Thefe  Taxes  have  been  chearfully  granted  by  Par- 
liament, and  as  chearfully  paid  by  the  People,  in  full  Ex- 
pedtation  that  thefe  were  all  that  were  necellary  for  anfwer- 
ing  our  annual  Expence  ;  but  now.  Sir,  when  we  are  in 
Danger  of  being  brought  into  a  great  and  unforefeen  Ex- 
pence,  we  are  told  that  we  have  run  much  in  Arrear,  that 
a  great  Debt  has  been  contracted,  and  that  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  this  Debt,  we  muft  either  mortgage  thofe  Funds 
which  ought  to  be  referved  for  a  Time  of  Danger,  or  we 
muft  lay  violent  Hands  upon  thofe  Funds  which  have  been 
long  ago  declared  facred,  and  religioufly  appropriated  for 
relieving  us  from  thofe  heavy  Burdens  we  at  prefent  groan 
under.  While  we  are  Members  of  this  Houfe,  Sir,  we 
are  the  Truftees  of  the  People  ;  and  when  the  People  have 
been  infenfibly  run  into  a  heavy  and  unexpected  Arrear, 
Ihal!  we  approve  of  the  Accounts  of  thofe  Services  by  which 
that  Arrear  has  been  occafioned,  without  examining  ftriClly 
into  every  Article  ?  I  muft  think  we  are,  both  in  Honour 
and  Confcience,  bound  to  examine  them  in  the  ftridteft  Man- 
ner ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  move,  That  the 
ordinary  Eftimate  of  his  Majefty's  Navy,  for  the  current 
Year,  may  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  a  feledt  Coin- 
mittee,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  fame,  and  report  the 
Facts,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe.'  Debate  thtrcn. 

Sir  William  Wyndham  being  feconded  by  Mr  Sandys,  the  Mrsmdys. 
fame  occalion'd   a  great  Debate,  in  which  Sir  Robert  Wal-  Mr  a.  vvaipo'r" 


pole,  Mr  Horatio  Walpole,  Mr  Winnii^gton,  Sir  William  si/w'Y "'■""" 
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*""°.f;  "T  "■  "■    ^  onge,  aixi  Colonel  Bladen,  urg'd  the  following  Arguments 

U^  -•„— -  -^  againll  the  Motion. 

L.;.B:^:..n.  Sir, 

'  The  Affairs  of  Europe,  and  the  various  Incidents  that 
have  occurred  fince  the  famous  Peace  of  Utrecht,  are  fo 
frcih  in  ev^ery  Man's  Memory,  th.it  I  think  it  fufiicient  to 
obferve  in  general,  that  every  Man,  who  knows  any  Thing 
of  the  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  thefe  lall  twenty  Years,  may 
eafily  give  a  Reafon  why  we  have  not  been  able  to  pay  off 
any  confiderable  Part  of  the  publick  Debts.  There  was  no 
Method  of  paying  off  honeilly  and  fairly  any  of  our  Debts 
formerly  contrafted,  but  by  increafing  the  publick  Revenue, 
or  faving  a  Part  yearly  of  that  which  had  before  been  efta- 
blifhed  ;  and  every  Gentleman  muif  acknowledge,  that  both 
thefe  Methods  have  been  purfued  as  mucJi  as  it  was  pofTible. 
We  could  not  increafe  the  publick  Revenue  by  impofingany 
rew  Taxes,  for  our  People  think  they  are  already  burdened 
witii  too  many  ;  and  if  any  fuch  Jv'Iethod  had  been  propofed, 
it  would  certainly  have  been  oppofed,  perhaps  by  fome  of 
thcf'i  Gentlemen  who  now  find  Fault  with  fo  fmall  a  Part  of 
our  I3ebts  having  been  paid  off:  The  only  other  Method  of 
increafing  the  publick  Revenue  was,  by  having  the  Taxes 
carefully  collefted,  and  thereby  endeavouring  to  increafe  the 
Produce  of  each  ;  and  this  has  been  purfued  with  the  ut- 
molt  Care,  fo  that  raofr  of  our  Taxes  produce  more  now 
than  they  did  twenty  Ye:irs  ago. 

'  With  refpe£l  to  the  faving  a  Part  of  the  publick  Re- 
venue v/hich  had  been  before  eitabliflied,  it  could  be  done 
no  other  way  but  by  reducing  the  Intereft  payable  to  the 
Creditors  of  the  publick,  or  by  reducing  the  publick  annual 
E:<pence  :  The  firfl  of  thefe  Methods  has  been  purfued,  and 
luckily  for  the  Nation,  with  great  Succefs ;  and  no  Man  can 
with  Juftice  fay,  that  for  thefe  twenty  Years  the  Nation  has 
been  put  to  any  Expence  but  v/hat  was  abfolutely  neceffary, 
according  to  the  Circumflances  which  the  Aflairs  of  Europe, 
or  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation  were  in  at  that  Time  ;  nor  has 
it  been  put  to  any  Expence  but  what  was  regularly  laid  be- 
fore the  Parliament,  and  always  approved  of  by  Parliament  ; 
fu  that  the  finding  Fault  with  any  Part  of  our  Coududl  for 
tliCfc  twenty  Years  paf^,  is  not  really  finding  Fault  with 
the  Conduft  of  our  Minilleri,  but  with  the  Conduct  of  King 
and  Parliament. 

'  I  fhall  agree  with  the  honour.ible  Gentlemen,  Sir,  that 
Eiiimates  have  been  every  Year  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of 
what  was  then  fuppos'd  to  be  necellary  for  the  Service  of  the 
eniuing  Year  ;  and  I  hope  they  will  agree  with  me  that  it 
wns  right  to  do  fo  ;  but  I  never  lieard  that  the  Gentlemen, 
wiic  computed  thofe  Eltiuiates  and  laid  them  before  the  Par- 
liament 
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liament  pretended  to  be  infallible.  The  Ellimates  they  have  Anr.o  s.  g«o,  n, 
given  in  have  been  found  to  be  deficient,  feme  of  the  nc- 
celFary  Services  have  been  fometimes  omitted,  or  the  Sums 
thereby  allotted  have  been  found  not  fuiRcient  for  anfvvering 
the  :-)ervices  for  wiuch  they  were  appointed,  and  this  is  one 
of  the  i<eafons  why  fo  large  a  Debt  no^v  appears  to  be  due: 
on  ;iCcount  of  the  Navy  :  Another  Reafon  is,  that  the 
Funds  appointed  by  Parliament  for  raifing  thofe  Sums,  which 
were  ye;irly  granted  by  them  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy, 
have  been  always  found  deficient  ;  and  a  third  Reafon  is, 
that  the  Parliament  have  often  found  it  necelfary  for  the 
Safety  of  the  Nation,  to  give  his  Majefty  Votes  of  Credit, 
in  Purfuance  of  which  fome  additional  Expences  have  been 
incurred,  above  what  were  mentioned  in  the  Eltimatcs  year- 
ly given  in  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Selllon  :  And  as  fuch 
Expences  were  generally  incurred  by  making  Additions  to 
our  Navy,  which  is  the  natural  Defence  of  this  Nation  in 
all  Times  of  Danger,  it  has  greatly  increafed  the  Debt  due 
on  account  of  our  Navy,  and  is  one  of  the  chief  Reafons 
why  that  Debt  is  now  become  fo  confiderable. 

•  Some  of  thofe  Accounts  relating  to  the  Navy-Debt, 
have  been  for  feveral  Years  fucceffively  laid  upon  your  Ta- 
ble, and  all  of  them,  except  fome  few  Articles  which  have 
lately  accrued,  were  laid  before  the  laft  Sellion  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  for  what  Reafons,  I  flull  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine, the  Parliament  never  thought  fit  to  provide  for  thofe 
Deficiencies,  or  to  pay  ofF  any  Part  of  that  Debt  which  had 
been  thereby  occafioned  ;  tho'  I  mult  fuppofe  that,  as  the 
Accounts  were  regularly  laid  before  the  Parliament,  when  the 
Tranfadtions  to  which  they  related  were  fve^h  in  every  Man's 
Memory,  if  an  Error  or  Fallacy  could  have  been  pointed 
out,  or  if  any  Objedion  could  have  been  made  to  any  one 
of  the  Articles,  it  would  not  only  have  been  taken  Notice 
of  in  this  Houfe,  but  would  have  been  made  a  Subjeft  for 
Clamour  over  the  whole  Nation  ;  for  tiieie  always  have 
been,  and  I  hope  there  always  will  be,  a  great  Number  oi 
Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  not  only  capable,  but  ready  and 
willing  to  difcover  any  Fallacies  that  may  be  artfully  foilled 
into  our  publick  Accounts ;  and  if  any  fuch  Difcovery  had 
been  made,  thofe  who  are  difaficded  to  his  Majeily's  Go- 
vernment might,  and  v,ouId  certaiidy  have  from  thence  Ch- 
deavoured  to  have  raifed  a  popular  Ciamcur  agaiiill  the  Ad- 
minillration  :  For  this  Reafon  J  may  fuppofe,  that  all  th'*. 
Accounts  upon  your  'Fable  have  aher.ciy  been  fuffic:'...!iy 
canvaffed,  and  therefore  I  cannot  think  tiiere  ii  any  Occaiioc 
for  appointing  a  fck'ft  Committee  for  that  Pr,rpolc. 

'  As  for  the  Article,  Sir,  v.-hicli  t'-.e  honourable  Gentle- 
men have  been  plcaCvd  to  diitiiign^jh  by  a  pariici'}?.r  R?- 
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(  So 
Anno  8.  Goo.  II.  mark,  it  IS  Certain  that  Houfes,  Docks,  Dock-yards,  and 
Magazines,  are  as  necellary  for  the  Support  of  our  Navy  as 
Ships  of  War  ;  and  it  is  as  neceiTary  to  rebuild  the  former, 
when  fallen  to  Decay,  as  it  is  neceffary  to  rebuild  the  latter. 
To  prciciid  that  Minillers,  by  Direflions  from  his  Majefty, 
ought  not  to  order  a  Dock,  Dock-yard,  or  Admiralty-Office 
to  be  repaired  or  rebuilt,  without  having  firft  laid  the  fame 
before  Parliament,  feems  to  me  very  extraordinary  ;  it  may 
be  as  well  pretended,  that  they  ought  not  to  order  a  Man 
of  War  to  be  rebuilt  or  repaired,  without  iirll  having  laid 
the  fame  before  Parliament :  In  this  rcfpeft  the  Sum  can 
make  no  Difference  ;  it  is  the  Nature  of  the  Service  only 
we  are  to  regard,  when  we  are  to  determine,  whether  it 
ought  to  be  laid  before  Parliament  before  it  be  undertaken  ; 
and  iurely  no  Man  will  fay,  but  that  his  Majefly,  or  his 
Miuiltcrs  by  his  Diieftion,  may  give  Orders  to  rebuild  a 
Man  of  War,  or  to  repair  or  rebuild  a  publick  Office, 
without  having  firft  laid  the  AfFair  before  Parliament  for 
their  Approbation.  I  believe  it  will  be  granted,  and  if 
it  were  inquired  into  it  would  be  found,  that  no  Money 
has  been  laid  out  in  this  way,  nor  any  Houfe  built,  but 
whiit  were  abfolutely  necefTary  ;  and  if  there  had  been  any 
Fallacy  in  the  Accounts  relating  to  that  Expencc,  as  they 
have  been  long  upon  the  Table,  it  would  certainly  before 
now  have  been  taken  Notice  of 

'  Thus  it  muft  appear,  Sir,  that  the  Story  We  have  been 
told  of  a  Steward's  running  his  Malter  in  Debt,  is  no  Way 
parallel  to  the  prefent  Cafe  ;  for  this  Nation  has  been  run 
into  no  extraordinary  Expence,  but  what  had  not  only  the 
Authority  of  Parliament  before  it  was  undertaken,  but  the 
Approbation  of  Parliament  after  it  was  laid  out :  .And  if  any 
Debt  has  been  contracted,  if  the  Funds  appropriated  for  the 
Service  of  the  Year  have  proved  at  any  Time  deficient,  or 
if  any  Services  have  been  incurred  which  were  not  provided 
for  by  Parliament,  thofe  Deficiencies  and  thofe  Services  ha:  e 
been  regularly  laid  before  Parliament  as  foon  as  they  could 
be  brought  into  an  Account  :  And  it  is  very  certain,  if  a 
Steward  fhould  run  his  Mafter  into  nc  Expence  but  what  he 
had  a  previous  Authority  for,  and  ihould  fairly  and  Loneftly 
lay  before  his  Mailer  every  Year,  or  as  often  as  it  could 
poffibly  be  done,  a  full  Account  of  riie  Debt  he  had  con- 
tradled  in  the  precedii-g  Year,  that  Steward  could  dekrve 
no  Cenfure  from  his  Mafter. 

'  Now,  Sir,  as  the  naming  of  a  feleft  Committee,  to  in- 
quire into  Accounts  and  Eftimates,  is  a  very  extraordinary 
Ivlethod  of  Proceeding,  a  Method  which  har.  iiot  been  prac- 
tifed  for  many  Years,  and  never  was  often  praflifed,  we 
mull  fuppofe  ir  will  give  a  general  Alarir-,  and  zuake  Fct-ple 
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imagine  that  fome  Frauds  have  been  committed.  This  will 
of  courfe  throw  a  Refleftion  upon  his  Majefty's  Government ; 
an  i  therefore  I  think  we  ought  not  to  enter  into  any  fuch 
Method  without  fome  very  llrong  Reafons ;  and  as  I  can 
fee  no  Reafon  for  our  entering  into  any  fuch  Method,  as  I 
can  fee  no  Good  that  can  be  expected  from  any  fuch  Me- 
thod, as  I  am  corivinced  it  will  do  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief, 
by  raifing  Jealoufies  and  Fears  among  his  Majelty's  Subjefts, 
therefore  1  muft  be  againft  the  Motion.' 

To  tftis  it  was  replied  by  Mr  Gybbon,  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  ""•  Gybbon. 
Mr  William  Pulteney,  and  other  Members  as  follows  :  Mr  fuitency." 

{■ir, 
'  It  13  from  the  Knowledge  I  have  of  the  Hillory  of  this 
NatioiT  '  particular,  and  of  Europe  in  general,  that  I  am 
fo  furp.  led,  with  refpeft  to  the  fmall  Part  of  our  publick 
Debts  paid  off,  notwithftanding  the  Continuance  of  all  our 
Taxes,  and  the  vaft  Sums  that  have  been  raifed  every  Year  ; 
ana  liie  more  I  confider  it,  the  lefs  I  can  account  for  the 
unprofitable  Ufe  we  have  made  of  fuch  a  long  Term  of 
Pe  :'  c.  But  I  am  (till  more  furprifed  to  hear  any  Gentleman 
fay,  that  all  poffible  Methods  have  been  parfued,  either  for 
dir(>.iiiifhing  the  publick  annual  Expence,  or  the  annual  In- 
terett  due  to  the  Creditors  of  the  Publick  ;  on  the  contrary 
I  am  convinced,  that  all  poffible  Methods  have  been  purfued 
for  increafing  the  f  rft,  and  no  Opportunities  have  been  em- 
braced foi-  r  ducuig  either  the  Principal  or  the  Interell  due 
to  th^  Creditors  of  the  Publick,  but  fuch  as  durft  not  be 
refufed  or  negledled. 

'  We  h"ve  been  for  thefe  twenty  Years  in  a  continued 
Counc  of  publick  Peace,  at  leaft  we  have  had  no  War  de- 
clared, nor  any  Broil  with  any  of  our  Neighbours  ;  and  yet 
every  Year  we  have  been  very  near  at  as  great  an  Expence, 
as  we  were  at  in  any  one  Year  of  the  heavy  War  in  King 
W;'!irjn'b  Reign  :  We  have  had  numerous  Armies  kept  up 
in  oj--  Ovvn  Country,  we  have  maintained  many  Princes  and 
Avmieb  in  foreign  Countries,  and  we  have  fent  many  expen- 
five  Squadrons  into  almoft  all  Places  of  the  World  ;  and  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  hear  a  Reafon  given  for  any  of  our  naval 
Expeditions  into  the  Baltick  or  the  Mediterranean,  by  thofe, 
who  are  now  for  our  looking  quietly  on  to  fee  the  Emperor 
ftript  of  his  Dominions  in  Italy,  and  Mulcovy  giving  So- 
vereigns to  its  neighbouring  Kingdoms.  I  fliould  be  glad 
to  hear  a  Reafon  for  our  being  fo  alarmed  at  the  Alliance, 
only  between  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  by  thofe  who  now 
feem  to  be  fo  little  alarmed  at  a  1  reaty,  not  only  of  Alli- 
ance but  of  Conqueft,  between  France,  Spain  and  Sardinia  : 
This,  Sir,  I  do  not  fay  with  a  Dcfign  to  infmuate  that  we 
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Aano  8.  oeo,  II.  'havc  as  vct  anv  great  Reafon  to  be  alarmed  at  this  laft  Alii- 
ancc,  but  I  muft  think  we  had  from  the  Beginning  much 
gieater  Reafon  to  be  alarmed  with  it,  than  ever  we  had  to 
be  alarmed  with  the  former ;  and  I  mull  think  it  would 
now  have  been  more  juflifiable  to  have  thrown  ourfelves 
into  the  Arms  of  the  Emperor,  to  liave  prevented  the  Con- 
fequences  of  this  laft  Alliance,  than  ever  it  was  to  throw 
ourfelves  into  the  Arms  of  France,  to  prevent  the  Confe- 
quences  of  the  former :  From  all  which  I  muil  conclude, 
either  that  a  great  Part  of  the  Expence  we  have  formerly 
been  at  might  have  been  faved,  or  that  our  prefent  Inafti- 
vity  is  highly  inexcufable  ;  and  which  of  tiiefe  two  to 
chufe  I  fliall  leave  to  the  Gentlemen  who  now  fo  ftrenuoufly 
infiil,  that  for  thcie  laft  twenty  Years  we  have  taken  all 
polTible  Methods  to  diminifh  our  annual  Expence. 

*  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  diminifhing  of  the  Intereft  payable 
to  the  Creditors  of  the  Publick,  can  it  be  faid  that  we  have 
taken  any  one  Method  to  diminifh  it,  but  what  the  Nature 
of  the  Thing  and  the  Circumftances  of  the  Nation  pointed 
out  lo  plainly,  that  it  would  have  been  highly  criminal  in 
any  Adminiilration  to  have  negledled  the  Opportunity  ?  But 
if  we  had  applied  the  Sinking  Fund  regularly  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  our  publick  Debts,  if  we  had  faved  that  Expence, 
which  has  been  thrown  away  in  maintaining  numerous  idle 
Armies,  and  fending  out  many  idle  Squadrons,  and  had  ap- 
plied all  the  Savings  to  the  fame  honeft  Purpofes,  the  Prin- 
cipal of  our  publick  Debts  would  have  been  fo  greatly  re- 
duced, that  the  Creditors  who  remained  unpaid  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  taken  whatlntereft  we  pleafed:  Nay,  I  do 
not  know  but  the  Principal  would,  by  this  Time,  have  been 
fo  greatly  reduced,  that  the  three  great  Companies  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  palTed  from  the  Payment  of  any  fu» 
ture  Intereft  upon  what  was  due  to  them,  in  order  to  have 
had  their  Charters  continued. 

'  Whether  Accounts  v/ere  regularly  laid  before  the  Par- 
liament of  the  prefent  Navy-Debt,  yearly  as  it  became  due, 
is  what  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  deny,  becaufe  I  do  not  really 
know  whether  it  was  fo  or  not  ;  but  if  this  be  true,  which  I 
fhall,  in  Complaifance  to  the  honourable  Gentlemen,  admit, 
it  is  the  ftrongeft  Argument  that  can  be  given  for  what  is 
now  propofed  ;  it  is  a  full  Confirmation  of  the  old  Proverb 
that  Ji' hat  is  enj^ry  Man  s  Bujinefs  is  no  Ma-n  s  Bujincfs, 
and  therefore  an  unanfwerable  Argument  for  our  returning 
to  the  old  Cultom  of  Parliament,  and  app  inting  feleiit 
Committees  every  Year  to  confider  and  examine  every  P',!li- 
mate  laid  before  us :  For  I  hope  no  Man  will  fay  hut  that 
we  ought,  in  Time  of  Peace  efpecially,  to  raiie  as  much 
within  the  Year  as  will  aniwer  the  Service  of  thp  Year  ; 

and 
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and  if  any  Deficiency  fhould  happen  in  the  Funds  granted  Anno  s,  Geo.  ii. 
for  one  Year,  or  if  it  fhould  be  found  that  the  Ellimates  ,     J-.t"-^ 
were  deficient,  all  thofe  Deficiencies  ought  certainly  to  be 
made  good   the  very  next  Year.     It  is  certainly  incoiififtenC 
with  the  publick  Good  to  leave  Arrears  long  due,    becaule 
when  Tradefmen,    or  thofe  who   furniih  the   Publick  with 
what  is  neceffary  for  publick  Ufe,  muli  lie  for  Years  out  of 
their  Money,  it  is  certain  they  neither  can  nor  will  ferve  the 
Publick  fo  cheap,  as  when  they  know  they  are  fure  of  their 
Money  within  a  few  Months  after  the  Goods  are  delivered'; 
and  the  longer  any  of  thofe  Arrears  fiand  unpaid,  the  greater 
Price  they  will  be  obliged  to  pay  for  every  Thing  afterwards 
bought  for  publick  Ufe. 

'  With  refpeft  to  Miniflers,  indeed,  and  the  Tools  em- 
ployed under  them,  I  mufl  obferve.  Sir,  that  it  is  of  great 
Advantage  to  have  publick  Accounts  ftand  long  in  Arrear  ; 
and  this  Advantage  is  greater  in  the  Navy  than  in  any  other 
Branch  of  publick  Bufinefs,  becaule  Tradefmen,  and  others 
who  ferve  the  Publick,  but  efpecially  Seamen,  cannot  lie 
long  out  of  their  Money  :  If  they  cannot  get  their  Money 
foon  after  it  becomes  due,  they  muil  go  to  CJfurers,  mini- 
fterial  Tools,  and  fuch  like  Extortioners,  to  fell  or  pledge 
their  publick  Securities.  This  brings  fuch  Securities  to  Dif- 
count,  the  longer  they  are  of  being  paid,  the  greater  Dif- 
count  they  come  to  be  at ;  fo  that  at  lafl  they  furnifh  a  plen- 
tiful Harveft  to  Minifters  and  their  Favourites  ;  for  when 
the  Difcount  upon  thofe  Securities  is  raifed  to  a  fufficient 
Height,  Minifters  then  give  the  Watch-Word  to  their  Agents 
and  Favourites  to  go  out  and  purchafe;  and  when  they  have 
got  them  all,  or  moll  of  themMnto  their  Hands,  then  the 
minifterial  Bowels  begin  to  yearn  for  the  Sufferings  of  the 
publick  Creditors,  in  having  lain  fo  long  out  of  their  Mo- 
ney ;  and  great  Merit  is  affumed  from  their  coming  to  a  com- 
pafTionate  Refolution,  to  have  fuch  or  fuch  a  Clafs  of  pub- 
lick Creditors  paid  off:  This  Houfe  is  always  too  good  na- 
turcd  to  refufc  fuch  a  jufl  Requeft  ;  and  thus  Extortioners 
get  the  full  Value  of  thofe  Securities,  which  they  purchafe 
at  a  great  Difcount.  This,  Sir,  I  fnall  not  f:iy  is  the  Cafe 
at  prefent  ;  but  I  muft  fay  I  am  apt  to  believe,  if  an  In- 
quiry were  made  into  the  Affair,  it  would  be  found  that 
there  is  but  a  fmall  Part  of  the  Debt,  due  upon  the  Navy^ 
now  in  the  Hands  of  the  originul  Cred!tO].^  of  the  Publick  ; 
and  even  this,  Sir,  is  an  Inquiry  not  unmvortliy  of  the  PvC- 
prefentatives  o^  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 

'  But,  Sir,  whatever  the  Interell  of  Miiiiiltrs  m-;v  be,  it 
is  certainly  the  Intereft  of  the  Publick  to  pay  c£' their 
Debts  regularly,  and  as  foon  as  polTiblc  ;  and  as  I  am  cor- 
'•)ncc<i  everv  Gentlemen  now,   cr  fornverly.   in  iliis  Houfi , 
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Arvio  8.  Geo.  11.  has,  and  always  had,  the  Intereft  of  the  Publick  more  at 
'^"'"—  ■  Heart  than  the  Intereft  of  the  Minifter  ;  therefore  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  if  thefe  Accounts  have  been  upon  our  Table,  all 
the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  are  in  the  fame  Condi- 
tion with  me  ;  they  are  fo  far  from  having  canvaffed  every. 
Article  of  them,  that  they  are  quite  ignorant  of  their  having 
been  ever  laid  upon  the  Table  before  this  Seffion  :  If  any 
Gentleman  had  but  call  his  Eye  upon  fuch  Accounts,  in  any 
preceeding  Seffion,  and  had  obferved  the  Arrears  {landing 
unpaid,  or  unprovided  for  by  Parliament,  his  Regard  for 
the  Publick,  his  Regard  for  the  DiftrefTed  Creditors  of  the 
Publick,  would  certainly  have  prompted  him  to  have  moved 
to  have  had  them  taken  into  Confideration,  and  paid  off  long 
before  now  ;  nothing  could  have  prevented  it  but  a  Negleft, 
which  has  been  occafioned  by  its  not  having  been  made  the 
Concern  of  any  particular  Set  of  Men  ;  and  for  this  Reafon 
we  never  ought  to  think  it  fufRcient  to  have  Accounts  or 
Eili mates  laid  upon  our  Table,  we  ought  always  to  refer 
the  Confideration  of  them  to  feledl  Committees  ;  and  thus, 
by  making  it  the  particular  Bufinefs  of  a  few,  we  may  ex- 
peil  they  will  never  be  negleded  as  thofe  now  before  U3 
leem  to  have  been,  by  their  having  been  left  to  the  Care  of 
the  whole  Houfe. 

'  1  mull  beg  Leave  to  differ  with  the  honourable  Gen- 
tlemen, when  they    fay,  that  the   Nature  of  the  Service  is 
only  to  be  regarded,  when  we  are  to  determine,  whether  it 
ought  or  ought  not  to  be  laid  before  the  Parliament ;   for  in 
my  Opinion,  the  Sum  to  be  luid   out  ought  likewife  to   be 
confidered  :  If  the  Sum  be  but  fmall,  and  the  Nature  of  the 
Service  Lxh  as  often  occurs,  it  may  be   undertaken  uithout 
any  particular  Authority  from  Parliament  ;    but  if  the  Sum 
be  large,  tho'  the  Nature  of  the  Service  be  fuch  as  often  oc- 
curred, and  has  gencr;i!ly  been  undertaken  without  any  par- 
ticulnr  Direttion?   Vom  Parliaments,  yet  fuch  Directions  be- 
come iieceffary  when  the  Sum   is    much  larger  than  what  is 
uliially  required  for  that  Service  :     His  Majefty  may,   with- 
out Doubt,  give  Orders  to  have  a  Man  of  War,  or  perhaps 
half  a  Dozen  in  a  Year,  repaired  ;  but  if  by  any  great  Mif- 
fortune,  it  fhouid   become  neceflary  to  lay  out,  in  any  one, 
two  or  three  Years,  a  very  large  Sum  for  that  Purpofe,  it 
would  then   he  proper  to   lay  tiiat  Neccffity  before    Parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  think  no  Minifter  ought  to  undertake  fuch  an 
extraordinary  Ser\ice  uitiiout  having  firil  obtained  an  Au- 
thority  from   Parliament  fcr  fo  doing  :    In  the  Cafe  men- 
tioned, I   believe   it  will  be  ^ranted,    that   the   buildinj  of 
Homes  is  a  Service  thai  does  not  often  occur  ;    and  I  am 
very  Aire  the  Sum  that    has  been  laid  out,  and  which    now 
makes  a  great  Part  of  our   N?.yy  Debt,  is  a  much  larger 
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Sum  tKan  was  ever  laid  out  in  this  Nation  upon  fuch  a  Ser-  t^^°  ^  ceo.  u. 
vice,  in  (o  fmall  a  Number  of  Years  ;  nay,  I  do  not  know  ^  ,  — ^^ti^" 
but  it  amounts  to  more  than  was  ever  before  expended  in 
this  N^'.tion  for  Building  Docks  or  any  other  Sort  of  Build- 
ings ioj  the  Ufe  of  the  Navy,  or  the  Officers  of  our  Navy  j 
and  therefore,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  Nature  of  the  Ser- 
vice, and  the  Sum  to  be  laid  out,  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
undertaken  without  a  previous  Authority  from  Parliament, 

*  Sir,  if  the  Nation  has  been  run  into  any  unnecelTary  Ex- 
pence,  I  am  forry  to  hear  it  faid,  that  nothifjg  has  been 
undertaken  without  the  Approbation  of  Parliament ;  but. 
Sir,  if  it  were  fo,  the  Authority  or  the  Approbation  of  for- 
mer Parliaments  can  be  no  Reafon  for  our  following  their 
Example,  in  giving  our  Authority  for  undertaking  fuch  Ser- 
vices for  Years  to  come,  as  they  have  authorifed  for  Years 
paft  :  We  are  under  no  greater  Obligation  to  approve  of 
what  was  approved  of  by  the  very  laft  Parliament,  than  that 
Parliament  in  King  Charles  lid's  Reign,  called  T/je  Penjio- 
nary  Parliament. 

'  To  pretend  that  what  is  now  propofed  will  ralfe  Jea-  , 
loufies  among  the  People,  or  give  them  any  Sufpicions  of 
his  Majclly's  Government,  is  an  Argument,  I  find,  always 
to  be  brought  in  when  any  Attempt  is  made  to  inquire  into 
the  Condud;  of  his  Majefty's  Minillers  ;  but  I  would  have 
Gentlemen  confider,  that  the  proper  Bufmefs  of  Parliament 
is  to  inquire  into  the  Conduct  of  Minillers  ;  and  if  the 
People  find  that  fuch  Attempts  are  always  over-ruled,  it  will 
give  them  a  Sufpicion,  not  only  of  his  Majefty's  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Condudl  of  his  Minifters,  but  it  will  give 
them  likewife  a  Sufpicion,  and  a  juft  one  too,  of  the  Con- 
duft  of  Parliament  :  We  ought  to  confider  what  it  w  as 
that  gave  the  Parliament  in  King  Charles  lid's  Reign,  the 
ignomhiious  Epithet  it  is  now  branded  with  ;  and  if  the 
People  fliould  conceive  any  fuch  Sufpicion  of  tiiis  or  any 
future  Parliament,  it  would  raiic  real  Jealoufies  among  them, 
it  would  make  them  defpair  of  ever  having  their  Grievances 
redrelled  in  a  legal  Way,  and  that  Deipair  might  drive 
them  into  the  moil  violer-t  iVIethcds  offeeking  Redrcfi  ; 
therefore  I  wilh  Gentlemen  would,  upon  all  Occaficns,  di- 
ftinguilh  a  little  between  his  Majelly  and  his  Mi.;ifer%  and 
never  allow  the  Refped  they  have  for  the  latter,  to  over-ba- 
lance the  Duty  they  ove  to  the  forrr.er. 

'  The  Rcfpeft  that  former  Parliaments  have  Qicwn  to  the 
Minifters  for  the  'J'iir.e  being,  and  the  great  Confidence  put 
by  Parliament  in  their  Conduct,  is,  I  am  afraid,  one  great 
Caufc  that  the  Nation  now  remains  under  iach  a  Load  of 
Debts  and  I'axes  ;  and  therefore  ii;  is  Ligli  Time  for  us 
to  realTume  that  Jealouiy  which  lui  fo   oftt:ri  proved  '.o  be 
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Anno  8.  Ceo.  11.  of  the  moft  fignal  Benefit  to  this  Nation.  We  have  been 
talking,  Sir,  of  putting  ourfelves  in  a  Condition  to  compel 
the  Acceptation  of  the  7^erms  of  Peace  we  are  to  propofe, 
but  I  vvifh  we  may  not  find  that  our  Neighbours  are  too 
well  acquainted  with  our  Circumllances  to  be  afraid  of 
any  Thing  we  can  do  :  They  know  that  our  People  are  al- 
ready as  heavily  taxed  as  they  can  bear  :  They  know  that 
all  thofe  Taxes  are  already  engaged,  either  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  our  Debts,  or  for  the  Support  of  our  Civil  Go- 
vernment ;  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  our  Menaces  will  have 
great  Influence  upon  any  of  their  Refolutions  ?  But  if  they 
Ihould  find,  that  our  Parliament  were  beginning  to  look 
clofely  into  the  IVlanagement  of  our  publick  Affairs,  they 
would  from  thence  conclude,  that  the  bell:  Ufe  would  be 
made  of  every  Shilling  hereafter  to  be  raifed  ;  that  the 
People  would  contribute  with  the  more  Alacrity,  and  from 
thence  they  will  probably  be  mduced  to  give  fome  Atten- 
tion to  whatever  we  may  think  neceffary  to  propofe,  for  re- 
ftoring  the  Peace  of  Europe.  For  this  Reafon,  if  there 
were  no  other,  we  ought  to  agree  to  what  the  honourable 
Gentleman  has  been  plenfed  to  propofe.' 

Then  the  Qaellion  being  put  upon  Sir  William  Wvud- 
ham's  Motion,  it  was,  upon  a  Divifion,  carried  in  the  Ne- 
gative, by   198  to  168. 

MrPiumir'sMo-  Feb.  26.  Mr  Walter  Plumer  m.ov'd,  '  That  ti;e  Copy  of 
the  King's  Warrant,  whereby  Letters  were  permitted  to  pafs 
Pofl:-Free,  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  the 
19th  Inib.nt  ['S'f^/'.  73]  might  be  taken  into  Conficera- 
tion.  The  Warrant  being  accordingly  read.  Complaints 
were  made  by  feveral  Members,  that  their  Letters  were  not 
only  charged  at  the  Poll:- Office,  but  that  they  were  often 
brok;  open  and  perufed  by  the  Clerks  :  That  this  Prai^'tice 
of  breaking  open  Letters  v.'as  become  frecjnent,  and  was  fo 
publickly  known,  that  the  very  End  for  whicli  that  Liberty 
was  given  to  the  Poftraaitcr  v.  as  entirely  difappointed  ;  for 
the  Intention  being  at  firl^  to  difcover  any  trcafonable  Cor- 
rcfpondence  that  might  be  carried  on  againfc  the  Govern- 
ment, that  Intention  was  rendered  altcgether  vain,  becaufe 
by  the  Praftice  of  opening  LeLter^  being  fo  frequent,  and  fo 
well  known,  it  was  certain  that  no  Man  wouid  carry  on  any 
treaionable  Correfpondence  by  Means  of  the  Poft-Ofiice;  fo 
that  the  Liberty  given  to  break  open  Letters  at  tiie  Port-Of- 
fice could  now  ferve  no  Purpofe,  but  to  enable  the  little 
Clerks  about  that  Office  to  pry  into  the  private  Affairs  of 
every  Merchant,  and  of  every  Gentleman  in  the  Kingdom, 
At  laft  it  was  infixed,  that  the  V/arrant  then  laid  before 
the  fioule  was  not  the  laft  Warrant  granted  by  his  Majeftv, 
nor  the  Warrant  by  which  :l:e  Poll-maftcrs  tlien  adted  j   and 
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therefore  it  was  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  Annos.  gco.ii. 
inquire  into  that  Affair.  *!_  ' -^^  -^^ 

Mr  Plumer's   Motion   was  fupported  by   Mr  Lifle,   Mr  ixbutc  thrreon. 
Heathcote,  Mr  Pulteney,  MrDundafs,  and  Mr  Perry;    it  m'i'jJ.I^,;^^^^ 
was  in  feme  Meafure  oppofed  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  ^'^-Mcey.' 
Mr  Henry  Pelham,  but  at  kit   tlicy  agreeing  to  tlie  Mo-  vjrpe.  •.*^" 
tion,    provided  that   Committee  did  not  inquire  into   any  MrH.pdiwm* 
Thing  that  might  tend  to  the  difcovering  the  Secrets  of  the 
Government  ;  a  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 

The  fame  Day  the  Mutiny-Bill  being  reported  to  the  5.^  ^^.^j  ^^, 
Houfe,  Sir  Walter  WagflafF  Bagot,  Bart.  Hood  up,  and  Eagct-s  Motion  for 
faid,  '  That  fmce  the  Houfe  had  made  fuch  a  large  Addi-  cd  to't'hc  M-jtl^f/-'" 
tion  to  the  Army,  and  feemed  inclined  to  continue  the  f^mln^lfiMi^' 
fevere  Penalties  on  Del'erters,  and  the  Method  of  recruiting  "=• 
prelcribed  by  that,  and  former  Bills  of  the  like  Nature, 
he  thought  it  neceffary  to  add  feme  Claufe,  to  make 
the  Bill  lefs  dangerous  to  the  Subject :  That  by  a  Claufe  in 
the  Bill  it  was  propofed  to  be  enafted,  as  in  former  Bil]% 
that  if  a  poor  Country-Fellow  fhould  inlill  with  an  Officer 
and  take  his  Money,  and  afterwards,  when  carried  before  a 
Juilice,  refufe  to  declare  himfelf  inlifted  and  to  take  the  Oaths 
prefcribed  by  Law,  it  iiiould  then  be  in  the  Power  of  the 
Officer  to  fend  fuch  a  poor  Fellow  to  Prifon,  and  confine 
him  in  a  Dungeon  for  a  whole  Month,  even  tho'  it  fiiould 
appear  that  the  poor  Fellow  inlilled  when  he  was  drunk, 
and  was  willing  to  return  the  Money  he  had  taken,  and  fatif- 
fy  all  the  Charges  the  Officer  had  been  at :  That  this  Power 
of  confining  a  Man  in  a  Dungeon,  where  he  might  be  in  Dan- 
ger of  Harving,  was,  he  thought,  too  great  a  Power  to  be 
intrufted  abfolutely  in  the  Hands  of  any  Officer :  That  it 
was  no  way  neceffary  for  his  Majelly's  Service,  and  might 
be  of  dangerous  Confequence,  becaufe  it  might  tempt  fome 
Officers  to  praftife  all  the  inveigling  Arts  they  could  think 
of,  not  with  an  Intention  to  recruit  his  Majefty's  Forces, 
but  to  compel  poor  Country-Fellows  to  give  them  a  Sum  of 
Money,  by  way  of  Compofition,  for  being  difcharged  from 
the  Bargain  they  had  made  when  drunk,  or  in  a  P.iffion, 
and  for  being  freed  from  the  Confinement  to  which  the 
Officer  had,  by  Law,  an  uncontroulable  Power  to  fubjeft 
them  :  That  therefore  he  would  beg  Leave  to  oiFer  a  Claufe 
to  be  added  to  the  Bill,  *  That  every  Officer,  who  (hould 

*  thereafter  inlifl:  any  Man  to  ferve  in  any  Regiment,  fliould 

*  within  Days  carry  the  Man  fo  inlilted  hi  fore  fome 

*  one  of  the   next  ju dices  of  the  Peace,  where  the  Man  fo 

*  inlilled   ihould  be  at  Liberty  to  declare  his  Diflcnt,  and 

*  his  having  jcpcntcd    of  what  he  had  done  ;  and  upon  his 
'  fo  doing,  and  returning  to  the  Officer  the  inlilting  Money, 

*  and  the  Expences  the  Officer  had  been  at  by  inliiling  him, 

'  and 
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*  and  carrying  him  before  the  Juftice,  hot  exceeding  the 

*  Sum  of  fuch  Juftice  fliould  forthwith 

*  difcharge  him  :  And  that  an  Officer,  guiity  of  any  Fai- 

*  lure  or  Negleft  in  this  Refped,  fhould  be  liable  to  the 

*  fame  Penalties  to  which  Officers  are  made  liable  for  falfe 

*  Mufters.' 

This  was  feconded  by  Mr  Bramfton,  who  informed  the 
Houfe,  '  That  he  ::dually  knew  a  Cafe,  where  a  poor  Fel- 
low was  inveigled  when  he  was  drunk,  and  when  he  cnme 
to  be  fober,  repented,  and  therefore  refufed  to  take  the 
Oaths  when  carried  befo.e  the  Jultice ;  but  the  Officer  in- 
lifted  upon  his  being  lent  to  Prifon,  and  confined  for  a 
Month  in  the  Terms  of  the  A61  of  Parlianic  ■:,  ±-y  the 
poor  Fellow  offered  to  return  the  inlilling  Money  anu  all 
Charges  ;  and  it  not  being  in  the  Power,  or  in  the  liicli- 
nation  of  the  Juftice  to  refufe  the  Officer  s  Den.and,  the 
poor  Fellow  was  accordingly  fent  to  Jail,  where  he  remained 
for  fome  Time  ;  but  having  no  Viftuals  nor  Drink,  he  was 
at  laft  compelled  to  go  before  the  Juftice  and  tske  the  Oaths 
prefcribed,  in  order  to  prevent  his  being  ftarved.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwer'd  by  General  Wade,  Mr  Henry 
Bromley,  Mr  Lindfay,  and  Mr  Hay,  *  That  what  was  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Claufe  offered  had  already  been  taken  Care  of 
by  his  Majefty's  Orders  for  regulating  the  Army,  for  as  no 
Soldier  could  be  tried  upon  the  Mutiny-Ad,  unltls  he  had 
taken  the  Oaths  prefcribed  by  that  A61  before  fome  Juftice  of 
Peace,  therefore  his  Majefty  had  given  an  Order  to  all  Offi- 
cers, that  no  Recruit  fhould  be  brought  to  or  entered  in  any 
Regiment,  'till  he  had  firft  been  regularly  inlifted,  and  had 
taken  the  Oaths  prefcribed  by  Law,  before  fome  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's Juftices  of  the  Peace  ;  fo  that  by  his  Majeiiy's  Order 
every  Officer  was  obliged  to  do  what  was  propoled  by  the 
Claufe  offered  ;  and  as  the  Bill  then  before  them  was  of  the 
fame  N-'Uure  with  former  Bills  againft  Mutiny  and  Defertion, 
it  would  be  abfolutcly  neceifary  to  continue  the  fame  gene- 
ral Order  to  all  Officers,  with  refped  to  their  carrying  Re- 
cruits before  fome  Juftice  of  Peace,  therefore  they  thought 
it  was  unnecefTary  to  add  any  Claufe  for  that  i'urpofe  ;  and 
it  wotfld  be  attended  with  many  Inconveniencies,  particu- 
larly, that  it  would  be  fometimes  impoiTible  for  an  Officer  to 
carry  a  Recruit  before  any  Juftice  v\'ithin  the  Time  propofed, 
or  v/ithin  any  limited  Number  of  Days.' 

I'o  this  it  was  replied  by  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Sir 
John  Barnard,  and  Mr  Sandys,  '  That  the  very  Claufe  then 
propofed  had  been  in  feveral  Mutiny-Bills  during  the  Reign 
of  King  William,  tho'  it  was  then  in  Time  of  V/ar,  and 
Recruiting  of  Courfe  more  difHcult  than  it  could  be  fuppofed 
to  be  at  prdent  ;  That  the  honourable  Gentlemen   who  op- 

pofed 
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pofed  the  Claufe,  could  not  fay,  that  by  any  Ord6r  his  Ma-  *""^  *•  ^«°-  "• 
jelly  could  give,  the  Jultice  of  Peace  was  obliged  to  dif-  \_  i— ,  — 1_/ 
charge  the  Man  inlifted,  upon  his  declaring  before  him  his 
having  repented  of  what  he  had  done,  and  returning  to  the 
Officer  the  inlifting  Money  and  all  the  Charges  the  Officer 
had  been  at  for  inlilling  him  ;  That  what  was  propofed  by 
the  Claufe  was  to  lay  an  Obligation  upon  the  Jultice,  and  to 
give  a  poor  Fellow  an  Opportunity  to  get  off  upon  reafonable 
Terms,  in  cafe  he  Ihould  repent  of  what  he  had  done  ;  nei- 
ther of  which  could  be  effeftuated  by  any  Order  his  Majefty 
had  given,  or  could  give  for  regulating  the  Army  :  That  the 
Grievance  complained  of  was,  the  inveigling  of  Men  to  inlift, 
and  making  a  Property  of  them  after  their  having  been  fo 
inveigled  :  That  this  was  a  Privilege  which  they  hoped  no 
Officer  would  infill:  on  :  That  the  Abolilliing  of  this  Privilege 
was  what  the  Claufe  offer 'd  chiefly  aim'd  at  ;  and  therefore 
they  hop'd  the  Houfe  would  agree  to  it.  ^.^  j^  Waipo^e. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Mr  Henry  Pelham  having  de-  Mr  li.  Peiham. 
clared.  That  they  would  be  for  the  Claufe,  if  it  could  be 
fo  drawn  as  not  to  be  attended  with  any  Inconvenience  to 
the  Service  ;  and  thereupon  propofed  that  the  Debate  be 
adjourned  till  the  next  Day,  in  order  that  fuch  a  Claufe 
might  be  contrived  :  And  it  being  admitted  of  the  other 
Side,  that  the  ClauCe,  as  it  then  flood,  migiit  perhaps  ftand 
in  need  of  fome  little  Amendment,  it  was  agreed  to  ad- 
journ the  Debate  accordingly  till  next  Day  ;  when  the  Claufe 
was  agreed  to,  and  added  to  the  Mutiny-Bill.       _  Mr  \Va!poi='s  Mo- 

iv^.  28.  The  Houfe  being  in  a  Grand  Committee  on  the  tionfora  suuiidy 
Supply,    and  the  Treaty  with  Denmark,    dated  Sepi'.   1 9,  marlc',^^° 
1734,  having  been   referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  a  Mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr  Horatio  Walpole,    '  That  the  Sum 
of  56,2501.   be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  on  account  of  the 
Subfidy  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  purfuant  to  the  faid  Trea-  ncbite  therecn. 
ty,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1735'     This  occafioned  a  Mr  11  waipoie. 
long  Debate,  in  which  Mr  Walpole's  Motion  was  fupported  ^^l  u-'iues!'^"'"" 
by  Mr  Winnington,    Mr  *  Willes,    Col.   Bladen,   and  Sir  cd^Biaden. 
R.obert  Walpole,  as  follows  :  ''  '^'     *'^"" " 

Sir, 

*  Although  we  are  not  engaged  in  the  prefent  War,  yet, 
as  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  depends  very  much  upon 
the  Event  of  it,  we  may  be  foon  under  a  NecelTuy  of  join- 
ing one  or  other  of  the  Parties  ,;  therefore  k  is  incumbent 
upon  us  to  ftrengthen  ourfcives  before-hand,  by  engaging  as 
many  foreign  Powers  as  we  can  to  join  with  ls  upon  fuch 
an  Event.  In  this  Situation,  it  was  natural  to  caft  our  Eye 
firft  towards   Denmark,  the  Interell  of  that   Nation   b-^ing 
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Anno  s  Geo.  1!.  generally  the  fame  with  our  own  ;  and  at  prefent  was  the 
more  neceffary,  becaufe  great  Endeavours  were  us'd  to  en- 
gage that  Court  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Queftion,  which 
might  have  proved  of  the  molt  fiital  Confequence  to  the 
Liberties  of  Europe,  and  confequently  to  thole  of  this  Na- 
tion. 

•  The  Experience  of  the  laft  two  Wars  againft  France 
may  convince  us,  Sir,  how  dangerous  it  is  to  allow  any  one 
Power  in  Europe  to  exalt  itfelf  too  much,  and  how  expen- 
five  it  may  prove,  to  reduce  a  Power  that  has  once  got  too 
great  an  Afcendant  over  its  Neighbours.  The  Expence, 
which  Great  Britain  is  to  be  put  to  by  this  Treaty  with 
Denmark,  mart  appear  very  inconfiderable  to  every  Gentle- 
rran  who  confiders,  that  we  thereby  not  only  fecure  the 
Affiftance  of  a  powerful  Kingdom,  but  prevent  their  being 
engaged  again't  us,  in  cafe  the  Event  of  the  War  fhould 
maice  it  neceflary  for  us  to  join  the  other  Side.  In  all  Cafes 
it  is  certainly  prudent  upon  any  Emergency,  to  lay  out  a 
fmall  Sum,  when  it  is  probable  we  may  by  fo  doing  prevent 
our  being  afterwards  brought  under  a  Neceffity  of  putting 
ourfelves  to  a  much  greater  Expence  :  And  this  is  the  very 
Cafe  at  prefent  in  relation  to  our  Treaty  with  Denmark. 

'  It  is  well  known.  Sir,  that  Nations  are,  in  all  their  pub- 
lick  Tranfadions,  governed  by  their  own  Intereft  ;  and  as 
all  P'.urope  knew  that  great  Offers  were  making  to  Denmark, 
to  fecurc  thera  on  that  Side,  againlt   which   we  might   foon 
be  under  a  Necefilty  to  engage  ;    therefore  it   became  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  for   us  to  offer  them  fuch  Terms  as  might 
convince  them,  that  it   was   more  their  Intereft  to  join  in 
Alliance  with  us,  than  with  either  of  the  Parties  concerned 
in  the  War :  I  mult  therefore  think,  that  the  concluding  this 
Treaty  was  one  of  the  moll  prudent  Steps  his  Majefty  could 
take,  and  the  Conditions  on  our  Part  are  fo  reafonabie,  that 
I   think  ev^ery   Gentleman  in  this    Houfe  mufl  approve  of 
them  ;  and  therefore,  I  hope,  this  Motion  will  be  agreed  to 
without  Oppofition.' 
p'-^Y'.'"*''^'^''      ^'^^  Walpole's  Motion  was  oppos'd  by  Sir  William  Wynd- 
j.  n.'rn:  J.      ham,    Mr   Pulteney,    Sir  John   Barnard,    Mr  Sandys,    Mr 
jhrp  ri.         Shippen,  and  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  who  alledg'd  the  fcl- 
jo'.Hy.jc     lowing  Arijuments  againll  the  Motion. 
Sir, 
'  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  we  are  as  yet  no  way  engaged  In 
the  War  ;  if  it  be  fo,  I  am  fure  it  is  ridiculous  to  put   the 
Nation   to  a  great  Expence,    to  provide  againll  a  Danger 
which   may   never  happen.     As  we  have  no  particular  In- 
tereft of  our  own  for  inducing  us  to  engage   in  the  prefent 
War,  but  only  the  Danger  the  Balance  of  Power  may  be  in 
ly  'uuit  Event :    And  as  all  the  Powers  of  Euiope  are  as 
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much,  or  more,  interefted  in  the  Prefervation  of  that  Ba-  Anno  s.  Geo.  ir. 
lance  tlian  we  are  ;  if  it  Ihould  come  to  be  in  any  real 
Danger,  they  would  certainly  engage  in  its  Defence,  with- 
out receiving  any  valuable  Confideration  from  us ;  but  if 
wefhould  be  always  the  iirft  to  take  the  Alarm  upon  any 
War's  breaking  out,  and  offer  Bribes  and  Penfions  to  all  the 
Princes  in  Europe,  the  whole  Charge  of  preferving  that  Ba- 
lance would  fall  upon  this  Nation  ;  and  each  of  them  would, 
upon  every  fuch  Occafion,  expeft  a  Bribe  or  a  Penfion  from 
England,  for  doing  that  which  he  would  otherwife  be  obliged 
to  do  for  his  own  Prefervation  :  Even  the  Dutch  may  at  lafl 
refufe  to  affift,  when  the  Balance  of  Power  is  really  in  Dan- 
ger, unlefs  we  fubmit  to  make  the  Grand  Penfionary  of  Hol- 
land a  Penfionary  of  England,  and  take  a  Number  of  their 
Forces  into  Englifh  Pay. 

*  It  is  really  furprifmg.  Sir,  to  hear  Gentlemen  talk  of 
the  Balance  of  Power's  being  in  Danger,  and  that  v/e  mult 
already  begin  to  provide  for  its  Prefervation,  when  there  is 
not  a  Prince  or  State  in  Europe,  who  feems  to  apprehend 
any  fuch  Matter.  The  Dutch  have  not  put  themfelves  to 
one  Shilling  Expence  on  account  of  the  prelent  War,  or  for 
that  Mediation  they  are  engaged  in  as  well  as  we.  The 
Princes  and  States  of  Germany  are  fo  far  from  being  appre- 
henfive  of  any  Danger,  by  the  Event  of  the  prefent  War, 
that  fome  of  the  molt  confiderable  of  them  have  attually  en- 
gaged in  a  Neutrality.  Even  the  King  of  Denmark,  whom 
we  have  thought  neceffary  to  engage  by  a  confiderable  yearly 
Penfion,  is  himfelf  a  Prince  of  the  Empire,  and  would  cer- 
tainly fuiFer,  by  the  Overturning  the  Balance  of  Power  in 
Europe,  much  fooner  than  this  Nation  would  ;  and  therefore 
we  mull  conclude,  that  it  is  more  immediately  his  Intereft  to 
engage,  not  only  in  Defence  of  that  Balance,  but  in  Defence 
of  the  Empire  ;  yet  we,  it  feems,  have  been  fo  generous  as 
to  promife  to  reward  him  bountifully  for  doing  what  is  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  his  own  Prefervation.  This,  Sir,  is  a 
moft  pernicious  Example,  it  may  at  laft  bring  the  Balance 
of  Power  into  real  Danger,  becaufe  it  may  tempt  all  the 
Princes  of  Europe  to  negleft  it,  until  we  grant  them  yearly 
Penfions  for  taking  Care  of  it ;  and  perhaps  this  very  Pre- 
cedent has  now  provoked  all  the  other  Princes  of  Germany 
to  Hand  off,  on  Purpofe  to  engage  us  to  extend  our  Bounty 
in  the  fame  Manner  to  each  of  them. 

'  To  tell  us.  Sir,  that  if  we  had  not  entered  into  this 
Treaty  with  the  King  of  Denmark,  he  might  have  been 
prevailed  on  to  have  concluded  a  Treaty  with  another 
Power,  which  might  have  been  prejudicial  to  us,  is,  in  my 
^)pinion,  very  odd.  Princes,  'tis  true.  Sir,  do  not  always 
fee  their  real  IntereR?,  but  if  we  refolve  upoa  every  Occa- 
M  z  caii*a 
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Anno  s.  Geo.  II.  cafioo  to  clcar  tKcir  Eyefight  by  a  Penfion,  I  am  afraid  none 
of  them  will  ever  open  their  Eyes  without  receiving  fome 
fuch  Remedy  from  us.  We  are  never  to  fuppofe  that  any 
Prince  of  Europe  will  engage  againil  the  Liberties  cf  Europe, 
or  will  perform  any  former  Engagement,  when  the  Perfor- 
mance comes  to  be  apparently  inccnfillent  with  the  Liberties 
of  Europe,  and  confequently  with  his  own  Independency, 
unlefs  he  be  very  much  blinded  by  fome  particular  Intereft 
of  his  own  :  And  of  all  the  Princes  of  Europe  the  King  of 
Denmark  is,  in  this  Refpeft,  the  leall  liable  to  any  Temp- 
tation ;  there  are  feveral  other  Princes  of  Europe,  who  may 
be  tempted  to  join  with  thofe  who  have  Defigns  againfl  the 
Liberties  of  Europe  ;  becaufe  they  may  be  made  from  thence 
to  expefl  fome  Addition  to  their  own  Dominions ;  and  thefe 
are  the  Princes  upon  whom  we  ought  to  have  a  watchful 
Eye  ;  thefe  are  the  Princes,  if  any,  upon  whom  we  ougl't 
to  bellow  our  Peniions,  in  order  to  keep  them  firm  to  the 
general  Intereft  of  Europe.  If  we  had  by  any  Subfidy  en- 
gaged the  Duke  of  Bavaria  in  an  Alliance  ;  if  we  had  by 
any  Subfidy  difengaged  the  King  of  Sardinia  from  his  pre- 
fent  Allies ;  or  if  we  had  laid  out  a  Sum  of  IMoney  in  en- 
gaging the  Polanders  to  make  fuch  a  Choice  of  a  King,  as 
would  have  prevented  the  breaking  out  of  the  War,  (and 
perhaps  a  lefs  Sum  might  have  done  than  the  Expence  we 
have  been  at  on  account  of  the  War)  there  might  have  been 
fome  Reafon  for  our  being  at  fuch  an  Expence  ;  but  I  can 
fee  no  Advantage  we  can  expeft,  from  the  Expence  we  are 
to  be  at,  on  account  of  this  Treaty  with  Denmark. 

*  I  fhall  readily  agree  with  the  honourable  and  learned 
Gentleman  I  Air  Wines']  that  Nations  are  entirely  governed 
by  their  own  Intereft  ;  but  as  it  is  the  Intereft  of  Denmark, 
as  much  as  it  is  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation,  to  preferve  the 
Balance  of  Power  iji  Europe,  therefore  I  muft  think  it  was 
quite  unneceflary  for  us  to  give  them  a  Fee  for  doing  fo  : 
I  fhall  indeed  grant,  that  they  were  in  the  Right  to  take  it, 
for,  I  believe,  few  will  refufe  to  take  a  Fee  for  that,  which 
is  both  their  Duty  and  Intereft  to  6.0  without  any  Reward. 
As  I  have  a  great  Opinion  of  the  Honour  and  the  Penetra- 
tion both  of  the  King  and  the  IVIinifters  of  Denrr.ark,  I  muft 
conclude  they  would  never  have  entered  into  any  Engage- 
ments, that  were  inconfiilent  with  the  Liberties  of  Eu- 
rope ;  I  muft  conclude  they  will  always  be  ready,  v/ithout 
any  Fee  or  Reward,  to  join  with  all  tlieir  Force  in  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  the  Balance  of  Power,  whenever  it  ihall  appear 
to  be  in  any  real  Danger.  Confequently  it  was  altogether 
unneceffary  for  us  to  enter  into  any  fuch'I'reatv  as  that  now 
before  us,  or  to  promifs  any  fuch  Subfidy  ;is  is  by  that  'Frea- 
ty  f^ipuJated  ;  and  therefore,  as  one  of  the  Reprefcntatives 
'  ■  of 
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of  the  People,  to  whom  they  have  entrulled  the  laying  out  -f^nw  s.  Ge( 
their  Money,  in  the  moll  frugal  Manner,  I  cannot  agree  to  ;_  ,.,'-^m— 
fuch  an  unneceiTary  Expence  as  what  is  now  propofed.' 

Upon  this  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  and  Mr  Howe  declared,  ^I'-^^uvvx ''''"■ 
'  That  they  approved  of  the  Treaty  as  little  as  any  Gentle- 
men did  :  That  tho'  they  thought  it  was  altogether  unnecef- 
fary,  to  put  the  Nation  to  fuch  an  Expence  'till  the  Danger 
became  more  apparent,  yet  as  it  was  the  firft  Treaty  his 
Majefly  had  concluded  upon  the  prefent  Emergency,  they 
would  agree  to  the  Motion  ;  becaufe  if  that  Houle  fhould  not 
agree  with  what  his  Majelly  had  done  with  refpeft  to  that 
Treaty,  it  might  be,  at  fuch  a  Conjunftare,  of  the  moft 
dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  by  encou- 
raging the  ambitious  Views  which  fome  of  the  Parties  en- 
gaged in  War  may  now  have,  or  hereafter  form  to  them- 
felves,  and  by  difcouraging  any  of  the  Princes  or  States  of 
Europe  from  entering  into  any  Treaties  with  his  Majefly, 
even  tho'  the  Circumilances  of  Europe  (hould  then  abfoluteiy 
require  fuch  Treaties  to  be  concluded.' 

Then  the  Queftion  being  put  for  agreeing  with  the  Mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  by  270  to  178. 

March  5.  Sir  John  Barnard  mov'd  for  bringing  in  a  Bill,  g;,.  ,  ^^^^„^ 

for  reltraining  the  Number  of  Houfes  for  playing  of  Inter-  moves  for  a  bhi  for 

ludes,  2nd  for  the  better  regulating  Common  Players  cf  In-  Numbei  0°  Piay- 

terludes.    In  Support  of  this  Motion  he  reprefented  the  Mif-  "°-''^*- 

chief  done  to  the  City  of  London  by  the  Play-Houfes,  in 

corrupting  the  Youth,  encouraging  Vice  and  Debauchery, 

and  being  prejudicial  to  Trade  andlnduftry  ;  and  how  much 

thefe  Evils  would  be  increas'd,  if  another  Play-Houfe  fhould  r,  v  .  .v 

1-     I     -I    ■       1  TT  »     r   1      r^-       ,      o-     T   ,      T,  ,  Debate  thereon, 

be  bujlt  in  the  very  Heart  *  of  the  City.'     Sir  John  Barnard 
was  feconded  by  Mr  Sandys,  and  fupported  by  Mr  Pulte-  MrPult^Jncy 
ney,  Sir  Robert  V/alpole,  Sir  Jofeph   Jekyll,  Sir  Thomas  sirR  waVoie. 
Saunderfon,  and  feveral  other  Members;  Mr  James   Eref-  sir  T.saaiiderh>n. 
kine  in  particular  reckoned  up  the  Number  of  Play-Houfes  "''  ■'"  ^•"'"^"■'-'• 
then  in  London,  viz.  The    Opcra-Houfe,  the  French  Play- 
Houfe  in  the  Hay-Market,  and  the  Theatres  in  Covent-Gar- 
den,    Drury-Lane,    Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,    and    Goodman's- 
Fields  J  and  added, '  That  it  was  no  lefs  furprizing  than  fhame- 
ful,  to  fee  fo  great  a  Change  for  the  worfe  in  the  Temper  and 
Inclinations  of  the  Britifli  Nation,  who  were  now  fo  extra- 
vagantly addifted  to  lewd  and  idle  Diverfions,  that  the  Num- 
ber of  Play-Houfes  in  London  was  double  to  that  of  Paris; 
That  we  now  exceeded  in  Levity  even  the   French  them- 
felves,    from  whom  we  learned  thefe  and  many   other  ridi- 
culous Culloms,  as  much  unfuitable  to  the  Mein  and  Manners 
of  an  Englifhman  or  a  Scot,  a?  they  were  agreeable  to  the  Air 

find 
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AnnoJ.  Ceo.  ir.   ^nd    Lcvity  of  a  Monfieur  :  That  if  was  afioni/hing  to  all 
1^  -^-i  -     J  Europe,  that  Italian  Eunuchs  and  Singers  fhould  have  fet  Sa- 
laries,  equal  to  thofe  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  and  Jud- 
ges of  England.     After  this  it  was  order'd,  Nem.  Con.  That 
s.  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  Sir  John  Barnard's  Motion  ; 
which  was  done  accordingly  :  But  it  was  afterwards   dropt, 
on  Account  of  a  Claufe  ofFer'd  to  be  inferted  in  the  faid  Bill, 
for  enlarging  the  Power  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  with  Re- 
gard to  tlie  Licenfing  of  Plays. 
MrBrimtinn'sMo-      March  7.   Mr  Bramfton  moved,  '  That  the  Claufe  of  an 
lh?cou."f^om°  Aa.  made  in  the  fecond  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign, 
tou'chi'n^  ^the  kTht  i"t't''-''^>    ^"  ^^  f°f  ^^^  "'°>'^  effedual  pre'uenting  Bribery 
ofEicftioii  for  any  and  Corruption  in  the  Elections  of  Alembers  to  Jerque  in  Par- 
the'^iRiiDcicTmin:^. /iament,    which   relates  to   the  laft   Determination  in   the 
t:o.nofthcHouie,    f^Qufg  of  Commons,  Concerning  Votes  for  Members  to  ferve 
in  Parliament  for  any  County,  City,  Borough,  Cinque-Port, 
or  Place  ;  with  the  Claufe  relating  to  the  Oath  to  be  taken 
by  returning  Officers,  fliould  be  read  ;  and  the  fame  having 
been  read  accordingly,  Mr  Bramllon  flood  up  again,  and 
Ipoke  as  follows  : 
Mr  Speaker, 
'  By  the  Claufe  of  the  Aft  now  read  to  you,  it  appears, 
that  the  laft  Determination  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with 
regard  to  the  Right  of  voting  at  any  Eleftion,  is  declared  to 
be  final  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  whatfoever,  any  Ufage 
to  the  contrary  notwithflanding;  fo  that  in  all  future  Difputes 
about  any  Eieftion  for  the  fame  Place,  the  laft  Determinati- 
on of  this  Houfe  is  the  Rule,  by  which  the  Right  of  voting 
is  to  be  determined,  and  againlt  which  no  Arguments,  nor 
any  Proof  can  be  admitted  ;  This  I  take  to  be  now  the  Law 
of  the  Land,  and  confequcntly  is  binding  as  well  upon  this 
Houfe,  as  upon  every  Gentleman  who  has  been  fince  that 
Aft,  or  may  hereafter  be  concerned  in  any  Eieftion. 

'  At  all  Times,  Sir,  and  particularly  in  fuch  a  dangerous 
Conjunfture  as  the  prefent,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  efta- 
blifli  among  the  People  a  good  Opinion  of  the  Impartiality, 
Integrity,  and  Juflice  of  this  Houfe  in  all  our  Proceedings. 
With  Refpeft  to  State  Affairs,  efpecially  fuch  a^  relate  to 
Foreign  Tranfaftions,  the  Fafts  are  not  publickly  known, 
nor  can  the  Motives  or  Arguments  for  or  aj^ainil  any  Quelli- 
on  relating  to  them  be  uaderftood  by  the  Vulgar  ;  and  there- 
fore in  fuch  Qaeflions  it  is  not  eafy  for  the  People  in  general 
to  comprcJiend  the  Debates ;  nor  would  it  be  poirible  for 
them  to  difcover  the  Injuftice  or  the  Partiality  of  our  Pro- 
ceedings, were  it  poffible  for  this  Houfe  to  be  guilty  of  any 
fuch.  But  in  all  our  Proceedings  relating  to  l.leftions,  the 
People  in  gereral,  or  at  leaft  thofe  who  live  m  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Place  where  any  Difput^;  happens  .tbinn  an 
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Eleftion,  know  every  Circumftance,  and  are  as  capable  of  AnMS,  gsou. 

judging  of  the  Motives  or  Arguments  for  or  againft  moft  of        

the  Queftions  that  occur  upon  fuch  Occafions,  as  any  Mem- 
ber of  this  Houfe  :  And  when  the  People  obferve  a  Contra- 
diftion  in  our  Determinations  relating  to  fuch  Affairs  ;  when 
they  obferve  the  Right  of  voting  at  an  Eleflion  given  by  this 
Houfe  to  one  Sort  of  People,  and  in  the  very  next  Seffion, 
perhaps,  that  Right  determined  by  this  Houfe  to  be  in  a 
quite  different  Sort  of  People,  they  mull  conclude,  that  the 
Determination  of  this  Houfe  in  relation  to  that  Affair  did 
not  proceed  from  Jultice  and  Impartiality,  but  from  private 
Intereft,  or  from  Party-Zeal.  This  is  the  Conclufion  they 
muft  neceffarily  form  with  Refpedl  to  thofe  Affairs  they 
know,  and  can  judge  of;  and  the  Misfortune  is,  that  they 
from  thence  naturally  conclude,  that  our  Proceedings  are  go- 
verned by  the  fame  Motives  in  thofe  Affairs  which  they  do 
rot  know,  nor  can  judge  of. 

*  To  prevent  an  Effeft  fo  dangerous  to  our  Conftitutioa 
was,  I  believe.  Sir,  one  of  the  chief  Motives  for  inferting 
the  Claufe  now  read  to  you  in  the  Atl  of  Parliament,  and 
Care  has  been  taken  to  exprefs  it  in  Terms  fo  llrong  and 
explicit,  that  it  cannot,  in  my  Opinion,  be  evaded  by  any 
Artifice  or  Subterfuge.  It  is  now  the  Law  of  the  Land  ; 
a  Law  fo  reafonable,  that  I  hope  it  will  never  be  altered  or 
repealed  ;  and  a  Law  fo  plain,  that  I  can  make  no  Doubt, 
but  that  the  laft  Determination  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
will,  for  the  future,  be,  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  a  Rule  from 
which  we  cannot  depart.  H-owevcr,  Sir,  as  fome  Gentle- 
men are  not  fufficiently  apprifed  of  this  Law,  or  may  enter- 
tain Hopes  that  this  Houfe  will  not,  in  their  future  Determi- 
nations, ftriftly  adhere  to  it,  they  may  therefore  put  them- 
felves  to  great  Expence  in  bringing  up  Witneffes,  and  may 
take  up  a  great  deal  of  your  Time  with  Arguments  to  fftevv, 
that  the  Right  of  voting  at  any  Eleflion  now  difputed,  is  rot 
in  thofe  People  only,  in  whom  it  was  declared  to  be  by  the 
laft  Determination  of  tliis  Houfe  :  This  will  be  putting  them- 
felves  to  great  Expence,  and  taking  up  the  Time  of  th'u 
Houfe  to  no  Purpofe,  fuice  the  lalt  Determination  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  is  now  by  Law  eflabliilicd  as  a  Rule, 
from  which  we  cannot  depart,  notwithflanding  the  clearelt 
Proof  of  any  Ufage  to  the  contrary. 

*  As  we  ought,  Sir,  to  prevent  Gentlemen  putting  them- 
felves  to  any  needlefs  Expence,  as  wc  ought  to  prevent  their 
attempting  to  take  up  the  Time  of  this  Houfe  to  no  Purpofe, 
therefore  I  think  this  Law  ought  to  be  fome  way  rcviv'd,  net 
only  to  put  Gentlemen  in  mind  of  it,  but  to  fhew  th:';n 
that  v.e  are  refolved  to  adhere  to  it  in  the  ftrifuft  Manner  ; 
an  I  Hs  the  only  proper  way  for  us  Co  revive  any  Lhv,\  is  by 


'7W  ?>• 


(       96       ) 

Anne?  Geo  u.  comIng  to  fomc  new  Refoliition  in  relation  to  it,  therefore  t 
hope  the  Houfe  will  agree  to  the  following  Motion,  which 
i?,    *  That  the  Counfel  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe,  or  before 

*  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Eleftions,  be  re  drained 
'  from  offering  Evidence,  touching  the  Right  of  Eleftion  of 

*  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  any  City,  Borough  or 

*  Place,  contrary  to   the  lafl   Determination  in  the  Houfe 

*  of  Commons  ;  which  Determination,  by  an  A61  paffed  in 

*  the  fecond  Year  of  his  prefent  Majeliy's  Reign,  intitled, 
'  An  Atl  fcr  the  eff'e5lual pre'vent'nig  Bribery  and  Corruption 
'  i?i  the  EleSioK  of  Members  to  fer-ve  in  Parliament,  is  made 
'  final  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  vvhatfoever,  any  Ufage 
'to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.' 

M  Sii.u         '  This  Motion  being  feconded  by  Mr  Sandys,  and  fupported 

Mr  w.  PiumL-r.      by  Mr  Walter  Plumer  :  The  fame  was  objecled  to  by  Mr 
MrH.  \vd!|)o1c.     IJoratio  Walpole,    Mr   Heary  Pelham,    and   Sir  William 
Sir  vs'.  Ywigc.'       Yonge,  wh.o  did  not  directly  oppofe  the  Motion  itfelf,  but 
propofed  the  Delaying  of  it  a  few  Days,  as  follows. 
Sir, 

*  I  mufl  own,  I  have  not  lately  confidered  the  Claufe 
now  read  to  you,  and  therefore  am  not  prepared  now  to 
fpeak  to  it :  But  upon  the  firll  View,  I  take  the  Motion  to 
be  of  the  utmoll:  Confequence,  bccaufe  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
Reftraint  defigned  to  be  put  upon  the  Jurifdidlion  cfthis 
Houfe  in  the  moll:  material  Point,  that  of  determining  all 
Queftions  relating  to  eleding  the  Members  of  our  own 
Houfe.  I  really  never  imagined,  that  the  Intention  of  that 
Aft,  or  of  any  Claufe  in  it,  was  to  reftrain  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  with  refpeft  to  their  Determinations  in  Matters 
of  Election  ;  for  in  all  fuch  Determinations  I  think  we  ought 
not  to  be  under  any  Limitation,  nor  confined  by  any  Rule  ; 
and  if  there  had  been  any  fuch  Intention,  I  believe  this 
Houfe  would  never  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  or  at  leall  that 
Claufe  by  which  any  fuch  Rellraint  was  intended  to  be  laid 
upon  this  Houfe. 

*  It  is  for  this  Reafon,  Sir,  that  I  have  always  imagin'd, 
and  llill  think,  that  the  Claufe  now  read  to  you  relates  only 
to  Returning  Officers,  and  was  defigned  as  a  Direftion  to 
them,  what  Sort  of  Perfons  they  wjic  to  admit  to  vote  at 
any  Eleflion  ;  with  rcfpeft  to  which  they  were  by  this 
Claufe  obliged  to  take  the  lail  Determination  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  as  a  Rule  to  be  inviolably  obfervcd  by  tliem 
at  all  fucceeding  Eledlions.  This,  Sir,  I  muH  flill  think,- 
is  all  that  was  defigned  by  the  Claufe  ;  for  it  is  certain, 
that  if  in  all  future  difputed  Eleflions,  we  were  to  take  the 
laft  Determination  of  this  Floufe  as  an  infallible  Rule  for  our 
Conduft,  a  very  great  Injury  would  thereby  be  done  to  a 
^reat  many  Cities  and  Boroughs  la  England  ;  and  I   cannot 

imagine 
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imagine  that  it  was  ever  the  original  Intention  of  any  Aft  Anno  8  ceo.  ii. 
of  Parliament  to  do  an  Injury  to  any  one,  much  lefs  to  great  v>--^>i^>,^ 
Numbers  of  his  Majefty's  Subjefts. 

However,  Sir,  as  I  have  not  lately  read  or  confidered  the 
Aft,  I  will  not  now  pretend  to  be  pofitive  in  my  Opinion, 
and  therefore  I  hope  the  honourable  Gentlemen  will  agree 
to  put  ofF  the  Gonfideration  of  this  JVIotion  to  fome  fhort 
Day,  to  Monday  next  if  they  pleafe,  that  other  Gentlemen 
as  well  as  myfelf  may  have  Time  to  confider  it,  before  we 
are  obliged  to  give  our  Opinion  in  a  Cafe  which  is  certainly 
of  great  Gonfequence.' 

To  this  it  was  reply' d  by  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll : 
Sir, 

*  As  I  had  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member  of  this  Houfe  ^"  I  J^^r^- 
when   the  Claufe  now  under  Gonfideration  had  the  good 
Fortune  to   pafs,  I  well  remember  the  Hiftory  of  it  :  This 

Claufe  was  not  originally  in  the  Bill,  but  was  put  into  it  by 
the  other  Houfe,  and  I  believe,  with  a  View  to  prevent  the 
Faffing  of  it ;  or  at  leaft  that  it  was  the  Intention  of  thofe 
who  lirft  contrived  this  Claufe  j  for  they  imagined  that  this 
Houfe  would  never  agree  to  fuch  an  Amendment :  But  when 
the  Bill  came  back  to  this  Houfe^  the  Gentlemen  who  pro- 
moted the  Bill  were  fo  juftly  fond  of  it,  that  they  chofe  to 
agree  to  all  the  Amendments  made  by  th#  other  Houfe, 
and  this  among  the  rell,  rather  than  lofe  fo  good  a  Bill.  In- 
deed as  to  this  Claufe  tlicy  had  a  very  good  Reafon  for 
agreeing  to  it ;  for  tho'  it  did  lay  fome  Reftraint  upon  the 
Jurifdiftion  of  this  Houfe  in  Matters  of  E'eftion,  yet  the 
Majority  of  the  Houfe  then  thought  it  a  reafonable  Re- 
ftraint,  and  even  a  neceflary  Reftraint,  in  order  to  preVent, 
in  Time  to  come,  that  frequent  Contradiftion  in  our  Deter- 
minations with  refpeft  to  Eleftions,  which  had  in  Time  paft 
greatly  contributed  to  the  giving  People  a  contemptible  O- 
pinion  of  all  the  Proceedings  of  this  Houfe. 

*  The  Claufe  now  read  to  you.  Sir,  is  fo  full,  and  conceiv- 
ed in  Terms  fo  plain  and  eafy  to  be  underftood,  that  I  am 
furprifed  to  hear  any  Gentleman  defire  an  Hour  to  confider 
of  it ;  but  I  am  ftill  more  furprifed  to  hear  any  Gentleman, 
efpecially  a  Gentleman  who  has  often  attended  the  Com- 
mittee of  Eleftions,  fay,  he  imagined  this  Claufe  was  in- 
tended only  as  a  Direftion  to  Returning  OfRcers,  what  Sort 
of  People  they  were  to  admit  to  poll  at  any  Eleftion  ;  be- 
caufe  this  very  Direftion  was  given  by  Aft  of  Parliament 
many  Years  ago  to  all  Sheriffs  and  Returning  OiHcers  :  So 
long  ago  as  the  eighth  Year  of  King  William's  Reign,  all 
Sheriffs  and  Returning  Officers  have  been  prohibited,  by  an 
Aft  then  made,  to  return  any  Member  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment, contrary  to  the  lall  Determination  in   the  Houfe  of 
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Commons,  as  to  the  Right  of  Eleftion  for  fuch  Places  ; 
and  therefore  it  would  have  been  ridiculous  to  have  inferted. 
in  a  late  Aft  fuch  a  Claufe  as  that  now  before  us,  if  no 
more  had  been  intended  by  it,  than  to  give  the  fame  Di- 
recliions  to  Sheriffs  and  other  Returning  Officers,  which  were 
given  to  them  by  a  former  Aft  then  in  full  Force :  But, 
without  any  fuch  Confideration,  the  Claufe  before  us  is  in 
itfelf  fo  clearly  expreffed,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  millake  its 
Meaning  ;  and  as  the  honourable  Gentleman  intends  nothing 
by  his  Motion  but  to  prevent  Gentlemens  patting  them- 
felves  to  a  needlefs  Expence,  and  giving  this  Houfe  an  un- 
neceflary  Trouble,  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  we  fliould  make 
any  Difficulty  in  agreeing  to  what  he  has  propofed. 

'  Can  Gentlemen  be  ferious.  Sir,  when  they  fay  that  this 
Houfe  is   not  to  be  confined  by  any  Rules  ;  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  under  any  Reftraint,  with  refpeft   to  our  Deter- 
minations about  the  Eleftion  of  our  own  Members ;  and 
that  this  Houfe  would  never  have  agreed  to  the  Claufe,  if 
any  fuch  Thing  had  been  intended  ?    Our  Determinations 
in. fuch  Cafes  are,  'tis  true,  fupreme  and  final;  but  furely. 
Sir,  even  in  fuch  Cafes  we  are  confined  by  the  Rules  of  na- 
tural Juftice    and  Equity,   and   likewife  by  the  antient  Cuf- 
toms   and    the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom.     Let  a  Court  of  Ju- 
dicature  be  as  abiolute  and  fupreme  as  can  be  imagined, 
yet   I  fiiould  have  a  very  bad  Opinion  of  the  Judges  of  that 
Court,  if  they  confined  themfelv:s    to   no  Rules,  nor  even 
to  thofe  Laws  tiiey  themfelves  had  before  made  for   their 
future   Conduft.     I   do  not  know  but  fome   of  the   Cities 
and  Boroughs  of  England  may  have  been  injured  by  the  laft 
Determination  of  this  Houfe,  and   in   fuch  a  Cal'e  it  is  a 
Hardfhip  to  make  that  injurious  Determination  abfolute  and 
final  as  to  them  in  all  Time  to  come  ;  but  if  there  were  any 
fuch  injurious  Determinations  made,  it  is  the  more  necef- 
fary  by  a  Law  to  put  a  Stop  to  them.     The  Hardihip  is 
already  put  upon   them  ;  the  Law  is  already  paffed  ;  it  is 
now  one  of  the  eilablifhed  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  and  can- 
not  therefore   be  altered  or  amended  by  any  Refolution  of 
this  Houfe  :  It  is  not  the  firft  Time   that  a  Hardfhip  has 
been   put  upon  particular  Men  for  the  Good  of  the  Society 
in  general ;  but   in   this  Cafe,  if  any  City  or  Borough  has 
been  injured  by  the  laft  Determination  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  that  Injury   fix'd  upon  tjiem  by  the  Law  now 
under  our  Confider  uion,   they  may  apply  to  Parliament  for 
Relief,  and  will  certainly  obtain  an  Aft  of  Parliament  for 
that  Purpofe,  which  is  the  only  Method  by  which  they  can 
now  be  relieved  ;   fo  that  the  Hardfhip,  if  any  has  been  put 
upon  them,   cannot  come  under  our  Confideration  in  the 
prefcnt  QneRion. 

*  However, 
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*  However,  Sir,  tho'  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  neceflary  to  f^^'^o  s  Ceo.  ii. 
take  a  Day  to  confider  of  the  prefent  Motion,  yet  I  {hall 
not  be  againft  it  ;  becaufe  I  wifh  it  were  made  a  Handing 
Order  of  ttiis  Houfe,  that  no  Motion  fhould  be  taken  into 
Coniiuc ration  or  agreed  to  the  fame  Day  it  is  made  :  For 
this  Reafon  1  fhall  not  be  againll  adjourning  the  Debate  'till 
MooUiy,  according  to  the  honourable  Gentleman's  Defire  ; 
and  I  agree  to  it  the  rather,  becaufe  I  hope  when  the  Mo- 
tion iijs  been  fully  and  maturely  confidered,  it  will  be  una- 
nuiioully  agreed  to  :  But,  on  other  Occafions,  I  hope  thofe 
Gentlemen  will  fhew  the  fame  Complaifance  to  others,  and 
Wid  not  infift,  that  any  Motion  they  may  hereafter  think 
lie  :o  m^':e  (hall  be  immediately  taken  into  Confideration  ; 
for  if  this  fhould  be  made  a  Rule  for  one  Side,  and  not  for 
the  other,  u  would  be  as  partial  a  Method  of  Proceeding 
as  was  ever  pradifed  by  former  Parliaments  in  their  Deter- 
minations about  Eleftions.' 

It  was  ordered  accordingly,  that  the  farther  Confideration 
of  tiiat  Queltion  ft  aid  be  adjourned  to  the  Monday  Morn- 
ing next,   ,vhen   the  Motion  was  amended  thus  :    •  That  the 

*  Coai.ie!  ;it  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe,  or  before  the  Committee 
'  of  Pnv'.iv:ges  and  Eleftions,  be  reftrained  from  offering  E- 

*  vidence,   touching  the  Legality  of  Votes  for  Members    to 

*  krve  in  Pariiiment,  for  any  County,  Shire,  City,  Borough, 

*  Cinque-Port,    or  Place,  contrary  to  the  laft  Determination 

*  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  Which  Determination,  by  an 

*  Aft   paiTed  in   the   fccond    Year    of  his  prefent  Majefty's 

*  Reign,  intitled,   j^n  /Id  for   the  more  effectual  fre'venting 

*  Bribery  and  Corruption,  i?i  the  E legion  of  Members  to  fer've 

*  in  Parliament,   is   made  final  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes 

*  whatioever,  any  Ufage  to   the  contrary  notwithftanding." 
And  then  it  was  agreed  to  without  any  farther  Debate. 

March  19.  Upon  the  Motion  of  Mr  Sandys,  it  was  or-  ^^t^^ 
der'a.  That  Leave  be  given   to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  better-  "v'jjis^e  Number 

r  IT-.  1  r  Ti      1  -  1        1  •       •    •  .        -K  -  "f  OlTiccrs  m  tht- 

lecunng  the  rreedom  or  Parliaments,    by  limiting  the  l\um-  Houfe  ofCommons, 
ber  of  Ofiicers  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  Mr  Sandys,  So^f.'^'"''^'"' 
Mr  Wortley,  Mr  Howe,  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  Mr  Watkin  „,  vvortiey. 
Williams  Wynne,  and  Sir  William  Lowther,  were  ordered  "■■  ""^c, 

^   .....       f  Sir    tnh.ri  Hynrfe 

to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  lame.  Couon. 

March  21.  The  faid  Bill  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  ^x^^ti^^' 
Mr  Sandys. 

April  16.  The  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  i'iH'^R';''»!!"io;is of 
inquire  into  the  Complaint  relating  to  the  Poft-OHicc,  being  po'ntLdtti  inTiira 
taken  into  Confideration,  the  Rcfolutions  of  the  faid  Com-  \,- 
mittec  were  as  fallows  ;  viz.   I.  That   the  Privilege  of  frank-  ^ 
ing  Letters  by  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgefics,  chofen  to 
reprefent  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  began  with  the  ercd- 
N  z  i.g 


thcC'jT.;'lai:its 

^toti.ci'on. 
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Annerseo.  ji.  j^g  ^  Poft-Officc  Within  this  Kingdom,  hy  A^  of  Parlia- 
(_  I  — 1^-  I  __f  »^«r,»-  II  That  all  Letters,  not  exceeding  two  Ounces, 
fjgned  by  the  proper  Hand  of,  or  direfted  to  any  Member 
of  this  Houfe,  during  the  fitting  of  every  Seffion  of  Par- 
liament, and  forty  Days  before  and  forty  Days  after  every 
Summons  or  Prorogation,  ought  to  be  carried  and  delivered 
freely  and  fafely  from  all  Parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
without  any  Charge  of  Poftage.  III.  That  it  is  an  high  In- 
fringement of  the  Privilege  of  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Bur- 
geffes,  chofen  to  reprefent  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
in  Parliament,  for  any  Poit-mafter,  his  Deputies  or  Agents, 
in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  to  detain  or  delay,  open  or  loak 
into,  by  any  Means  whatfoever,  any  Letter  direfted  to,  or 
figned  by  the  proper  Hand  of  any  Member,  without  an 
cxprefs  Warrant  in  Writing,  under  the  Hand  of  one  of  the 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  for  every  fuch  Detaining,  De- 
laying, Opening,  or  Looking  into.  IV.  That  all  Letters 
diredled  to  any  Member  of  this  Houfe  at  any  Place  within 
the  Bills  of  Mortality,  be  carried  by  the  proper  Officers  of 
the  Pofl-Office  to  the  Houfe  or  Lodgings  of  fuch  Member, 
or  to  the  Lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  V.  That  it 
is  a  notorious  Breach  of  the  Privilege  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  any  Perfon  to  counterfeit  the  Hand,  or  put  the 
Name  of  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  any 
Letter,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being  charged  with  the  Duty 
of  Poftage.  VI.  That  fuch  Perfons  as  fhall  prefume  to  do 
the  fame,  ought  to  be  proceeded  againft  with  the  utmoft 
Severity. 

The  flrft  two  of  thefe  Refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  on 
the  25th  the  third  Refolution  was  amended  thus :  viz.  That 
it  is  an  high  Infringement  of  the  Privilege  of  the  Knights, 
Citizens  and  Burgeffes,  chofen  to  reprefent  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament,  for  any  Poft-Mafter,  his  Depu- 
ties or  Agents,  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  to  open  or  look 
into,  by  any  Means  whatfoever,  any  Letter  direded  to,  or 
figned  by  the  proper  Hand  of  any  Member,  without  an  ex- 
prefs  Warrant  in  Writing,  under  the  Hand  of  one  of  the 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  for  every  fuch  Opening  or 
Looking  into  ;  or  to  detain  or  delay  any  Letter,  direded  to, 
or  figned  with  the  Name  of  any  Member,  unlefs  there  Ihall 
be  juit  Reafon  to  fufped  fome  Counterfeit  of  it,  without  an 
exprefs  Warrant  of  a  principal  Secretary  of  State  as  afore- 
faid,  for  every  fuch  Detaining  or  Delaying. 
trty'theHo'iffT*''        Then  the  three   other   Refolutions  were  feverally  read  a 

fecond  Time,  and   agreed  to,  without  any  Amendment. 
?,r'fom^'l»',f^li"e"      ^pril  zz.  The  Bill  for  limiting  the  Number  of  Oluccrs 
^.'■■f:-'i"'-''''gtiic  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  bein^  read  a  fecond  7'imc  ; 
jn  :,ic  Hrjiife  of     and  a  Motion  being  made  for  committing  the  lame,  there 
*'°"'"°^"'  enfucd 
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enfued  a  great  Debate.    The  chief  Speakers  for  committing  Anno  8.  gm.  n. 
the  Bill  were  Mr  John  Pitt,  Mr  Boone,  Mr  Lyttleton,  Lord  ,     ,^^li 
Polwarth,  Mr  Hume  Campbell,  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wyndham,  and  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton.     The  Speak- 
ers againft    committing  it  were    Mr   Stephen  Fox,    Hon. 
Mr   Stephen   Cornwallis,    Mr   Lewis,    (of  Hampfhire)  Mr  s"?/ "oWclff'" 
Hanbury  Williams,   Hon.    Mr  Robert  Byng,    Mr  Lind-  l^/.^H.^^JIon"'' 
fay,    Mr  Oglethorp,    Mr  Danvers,   Mr   Thomas   Corbet,  ^^  ^^^  ^ 
Hon.  Mr  Henry  Pelham,  General  Wade,  Sir  Robert  Wal-  Hon.sfco"nwaUis, 
pole,  and  Mr  Rider  the  Solicitor  General.  m?  Ha^ wiiiums, 

Hon.  Rob.  Byng, 
.  ,  ^  ..  Mr  Lindfay. 

But  the  Queftion  bemg  at  laft  put  for  committmg  the  wrOgiethorp. 
Bill,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  2i6,  againft  192.     Mr  xho'. corbet. 

MrHen.PolhaTj. 
Gen.  Wade. 

May,  15,   The  King  came  to  the   Houfe  of  Peers,  and -^^f  ^''^vaipole. 
the  Commons  being  fent  for  and  attending,  his  Majefty  gave 
the  Royal  Affent  to  feveral    Bills  :    After   which  he  put  an 
End  to  the  Seffion  with  the  following  Speech  to  bpth  Houfes. 


I 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
Am  elad  the  Bufmefs  of  this  Seffion  of  Parliament  is  The  King's spcfch 

11.,       /-I  r^         ^     r  .i.Ti  at  putting  an  F.ni 


brought  to  fuch  a  Conclufion,  that  I  have  now  an  to  tjie  &:«  stni' 
Opportunity  of  giving  you  fome  Recefs,  after  the  great 
Pairij  you  have  taken  in  the  Service  of  your  Country.  On 
this  Occafion  I  muft  in  Juftice  return  you  My  Thanks  for 
the  many  Inftances  you  have  given  Me  of  your  Duty  and 
Aff.  -.ion  to  My  Perfon  and  Government,  and  for  the 
neceiiary  Provifions  you  have  made  for  the  Publick  Secu- 
rity, as  far  as  the  immediate  Circumftances  of  Affairs 
might  require. 

"  I  have  confidered  with  great  Care  and  Attention  the 
prefent  Situation  of  Europe,  and  duly  weighed  the  Con- 
fequences,  that  may  arife  from  the  Progrefs  of  the  War, 
either  by  means  of  its  becoming  more  general,  or  conti- 
nuing only  to  be  carried  on  between  the  Powers  already 
engaged. 

"  An  Accommodation  of  thefe  unhappy  Troubles  ap- 
peared to  be  the  beft  Means  to  prevent  the  Dangers,  that 
are  to  be  apprehended  on  either  Side.  In  this  View,  a 
Plan  of  Pacification  was  concerted  between  Me  and  the 
States  General  with  great  Impartiality,  and  not  without 
reafonable  Grounds  to  hope  for  Succefs,  altho'  it  hath  not 
had  the  defired  EfFe£t. 

•'  Bat  all  future  Refolutions,  to  be  taken  in  this  impor- 
tant and  critical  Conjundture,  mull  be  principally  deter- 
mined by  future  Events :  This  makes  it  impoflible  for  Me, 
at  prefent,  to  take  the  previous  Advice  and  Concurrence 
of  My   Parliftment  in  fuch  Meafures,  as  may  become  ab- 

"  lolately 
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"  folate]/  necelTaiy  to  be  entered  into.  But  you  may  be 
"  affared,  that  My  conftant  Concern  for  the  Publiclc  Wel- 
"  fare,  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  and,  in  particular,  for  the 
"  Feliciry  and  Security  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  will  never  fuf- 
*'  fer  Me  to  take  any  Steps,  but  fuch  as  the  Honour  and 
"  Intereft  of  My  Crown  and  People  fliall  call  for  and  ju- 
*'  ftify  ;  and  in  the  Purfuit  of  thefe  great  and  deiireable 
"  Ends,  I  do,  with  the  bell  grounded  Confidence,  promife 
"  Myfelf  your  zealous  and  afFeclionaie  Support." 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  I  return  you  My  hearty  Thanks  for  the  Supplies  you 
*'  have,  with  fo  much  Chearfulnefs  and  Difpatch,  granted 
"  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year,  which  have  been  fo 
*'  efFedually  raifed,  and  accompanied  \\-\t\-\  fo  feafonable  an 
*'  Augmentation  of  Our  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land,  that  I 
''  fhall  be  in  a  Condition  to  make  ufe  of  them,  in  the  moft 
"  advantageous  Manner,  for  the  Publick  Ser\-ice,  as  any  Oc- 
*■'  callon,  that  may  happen  to  ariie,  Ihall  require." 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*•'  The  Conduft  and  Prudence  of  this  Parliament,  in  a 
"  Time  of  fo  great  Difficulty,  cannot  be  enough  commend- 
*'  ed.  The  Pofture  of  Affairs  before  us  required  all  poffible 
"  Refolution,  joined  with  Caution,  neither  to  be  unwarily 
*•'  involved  in  the  prefent  Difturbances,  nor  to  remain  un- 
"  provided  againfl:  thofe  Dangers,  which  are  too  obvious  to 
"  Hand  in  Need  of  any  Explanation,  and  may  either  direftly 
"  or  remotely  afFefl  Us. 

"  As  I  think  it  neceflary  this  Summer  to  vifit  My  Do- 
''  minions  in  Germany,  it  is  My  Intention  to  appoint  the 
"  Qaeen  P.egent  here  during  My  Abfence  ;  ofwhofejuft 
•'  and  prudent  Adminiftration  you  have  on  the  like  Occafion 
"  had  Experience.  Let  Me  earneilly  recommend  it  to  vou, 
*'  to  reader  the  Burden  of  this  weighty  Truit  as  eafy  to  Her 
"  as  poffible,  by  making  it  your  coniiant  Study  and  Endea- 
"  vour,  as  I  am  fure  it  is  your  Inclination,  to  prefer ve  the 
"  Peace  of  the  Kingdom,  and  to  difcountenance  and  fup- 
'•  prefs  all  Attempts  to  raife  groundleis  Difcontents  in  the 
"  Minds  of  My  People,  whofe  Happinefs  hath  always 
"  been,  and  fhail  continue  My  daily  and  uninterrupted 
"  Care." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefly's  Command, 
prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the  12th  of  June  :  They  were 
afterwards  farther  prorogued  to  the  15th  of  January. 


SPEECHES 


['] 

M  I  x  u  T  E  s,  b"f.  of  the  Second  S  e  s  s  i  o  n  ^^y  way  oflntro- 
duftion  to^  and  Illultration  of,  the  Debates,  which foUouiy 
to  the  End  of  the  [aid  Seffwn. 

^N  Thurfday  the  2  2u  of  January,  the  noufe  having,  upon  the  Re- 
port of  the  ComtDittce  of  Suppiy^  refolved,  Nemine  Contradueute,  that 
Zi  Supply  flioald   be  granted  tc   his  iVIajeily,  they  ordered,  among  others, 
the  following  Eltimates,  State,  and  Accounts  to  belaid  before  the  Eioufe,vi^. 

1.  An   Ellimite   of  the   Ordinary   of  t^ie    Navy  for  the  Year   1736, 
with  the  Half-Pay  of  the  OfTicers  of  the  Navy  and  Marines. 

2.  Aa  Eiiiinate  cf  the  Charge  for  Guards,  Garrifons  and  Land  Forces 
for  thv*  Year  1756. 

"..   An  Eiiinate  of  the  Charge  of  Ordnance  for  the  I<and  Service  for 
the  Year  i  -36. 

4.  A  State  of  the  Debt  of  his  Majcily's  '^i:i\-y,  as  it  ilcod  at  Chriumsi 
then  lait. 

5.  An    Aiccoant  HiPwing  hov/  the   Money  given  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1735,   ^"^"^  h^tvi  difpol'ai  of,  dliiiijgu'rneu  unuer  tiie  fev-'?]  Heads. 

6.  An  A.ccGunt  of  the  Services  incurred  ;>nd  .-.ot  puvidcd  icr  by  Par- 
liamrnt. 

Of  which  the  firil  and  fourth  were  !:iid  before  the  Koufe  next  Day  ;  the 
fecond,  third,  and  fixrh,  on  Monday  thereafer ;  and  the  hfth  on7'uefdL;y 
the  3d  of  M.>rc!i,  and  fvlio'.v  in  their  Order  as  called  tor. 
A'l  Ahflraa-fthv  Ordinary  E  S  T 1  M  A  T E  cf  the  Ka^^^for  the  Tear   1736^ 

7j   the  Right  Ihn.  'he  l.ods   Co!n7n[^i:;urs  fr   extzuthig   ths  Ojfice  c/ 
Lard  E:i^h   AdirAral  j/' Great  Brirain. 

1.  The  CoiTVTiiiTiur.er.;  of  the  N':.vy,  vviidi  theSecret  iriesj  '5  /.  ;.  </, 
Ofricer;,  Cieri^s,  Inliruiiiciits  and  Contingc'ncies  rcic^t-  ^28,062  14  1 
ing  :hercto                                                               /,       s.   d.  3 

2.  Sapcrannuatcd   fc; -Officers 5:09    \^  ']\   Q^rc,        ^     ., 

5.  Peniions  and  Allowance 3557    15   o  J    "'      ^      /      / 

4-   Ciiarnajii      -;  , -jo-      72, 

-     Dcntfjid        I  . "082  !l    4.  i 

6.  V-.'ooivvJch        -7 _   25-21  8    S        „  ,^,  o 

7.  Portimciith   .'.^  4162  14  6   ''^'^^^^ 

«.   Shcerrds       |    '"     '      1813      4   6  j 

9.  ]'  vinou'.h  „ . 2306      56, 

10.  .\i  ..iler-M?.!!ers  and  o'her  Ofilccrs  of  the  Oat  Pcrti — i        3-^23      5    6 

11.  V\'j.pe5  to  Sliip-.  ai  c  \'fii'L-l=  ill  Ordiiiary 30,712      6  o 

T2.    Vidluals 'o  the  Officers  and  Men  lerving  tlicrein  •      i^.ii^o      5   o 

13.  CiKirge  of  the  Harbour  Moorings  24,084     o  o 

14.  Ordinary  Rtpaiibf.f  hi':  M.-jeily's  Sliip-:.  in  Il.irbour,?  f     ^,  _ 
and  of  the  Doclv!,,  VVharfs,  Hmiclings,  fee.   ■ \       '"    ^ 

1;.   Ordinary  Charge  of  hc'<  and  hiu:  Seamen - — -        T-c6S    i  r   o 

16.   liaif.Pay  to  Sea  OfficLTS —     - 3c,oco      o  Cj 

Total   of   the  Ordinary  Elliinate  of  the  Navy  for  t!ic  ? 

Year   1-76. -- _    V-7.^^^9     A    'o 

a  Eiouk:.'- 


o  o 


1^1 


I. 

17,269 


4  10 


lOjOOCJ 


Eionght  over    2 
To  which  rnay  be  added 
-'m- dr ';:'yl''.g  the  Kxprnc;.;  in  mair-taining,  in  tlic  Royal "^ 
fioiiMt:.!    of   Grccmvich,    an    ad(.iit:nn;:i    ?,'i.mbcr  of" 
E'iiablcd  Seamen,  taker,  and  to  bf;  tahrn  into  it,  wlio 
rrc  wcrn  out  and  become  d.'crenid  in  the  Service  of 
(licir  Country,   tiiere   t!;:!ng   no'v    900  poor  Seanirn 
inaiiitained  in  the  {'^i.J  Ho'pital  ;  ?s  alio  for  a  fafucient 
iNuiiiberof  Nurles.  being  the  Widows  of  Omcers  and  '; 
poor  Ser.rrien,  and  for  cr-rryinpr  on  the  Buildings  s.nd  \ 
islhcr  Incident;  of  the  laid  Horp't'I  for  the  Vrar  i  736,  J 

Total     227,209  4   10 

And  then  the  Tct  1  ofihc  Ordinary  Eiiimaic  of  the  Navy  for  the  Year 
;  7^6,  amount':  to  Two  h',:ridi-ed  i.wtnty  ievcn  Thoufand  two  hundred 
'.vty  nine  Pcund;  lour  *;'hii!ing?  and  ten  fencft, 

RicliHrd  lladdock,  James  Ackvvorth, 
Thr,ir;hs  Pearfe,  George  Piuvis. 
J.   Fawlcr. 
fv  T.j!hnat{  cf  iJ  ^  Chai-cj  '.f  the  Guards ,  (hirrif'.ns,  and  ithr^r  h'n  llcrylf: 
L^:nd  Fcrcci  in  Grc'-U  Or 


I  [1.  Troop  of  Qua  I'd 3 
2d  ditto .•    — 

Aih  ditto     — 

'.it  Trc-cp  of  Grenadli-T  Guardi  •— 

Koval  Reo-irnent  of  Gtr'.rds 


I.o'-d  Pembroke's  Re<^iment  — 
^,!:.attnant  Geiiera!  Evan's  — 
Li'jiilenan:  General  Wade's  — 


Di":  goons. 
Royni  Regimeni: 

Eiigadier  Lamp'. ell's 

Lisut.  General  Honey v.cod' 

l:\-yy  Get-ral  Kvn's   

rA.'yj:  Gei  ciP:  v.iu.e'iirs 


Oritnin,  fur 

•  the  Tear  1; 

36 

Pay 

for 

36 

5 

Days. 

Total. 

Nuinbc-r. 

I. 

s. 

d. 

/.      S.       6. 

;  Hi 

16,, -92 

0 

0 

iSi 

16,592 

0 

0 

i.  '•  1 

J  6. 59  2 

0 

0 

ir  t 

16,^92 

0 

0 

\  7  J 

jc,7;  2 

I  2 

0 

177 

lo.gco 

'-1- 

0 

26,949 

1 6) 

0 

319 

26,126 

6 

0 

7,14 

1  7,7.1.4 

18 

0 

;;  i  ti 

]  7,744 

i3 

0 

—  2t6i 

569 

0 

-6 

6^7    0    ( 

17,461 

5 

"-   /    ^ 

369 

17,461 

5 

0 

369 

17,461 

5 

0 

30^ 

I7,.a.6i 

5 

0 

5C9 

: 7.461 

^ 

0 

?M) 

17,4(51 

5 

0 

3.  -  ■-/ 

17.4,  I 

5 

0 

",60 

17,.''6f 

:• 

0 

■  I  *9  j90    o    O 


,297    4    o 
Bfoi'i'"" 


[iii] 


Numbers. 

Broaght  fonvard     51 13 

Foot 

ift  Rcg'racnt  of  Guard: 
2c!  ditto 
c;d  ditto 


Pay  for  365 


Total. 
/.       s.    cf. 

316,297     4  o 


Lieut.  Gen. I'atton's  Regiment — . 

A lajvor  Gen.  Barrel's  . 1  

Brigadier  Montague's   ■- — 

Li.ut.  Gen.  Whetham's  ■ — • 

Brigadier  Middieton's 

BliTadier  Harrifon's  . — — 


200!J 

izSS 

I  288 

705 


/^> 


'•OC 


Brigadier  Handafyde's 
Lieur.  Gen-  Sabine's 

rnvalidi. 

Brig.idicr  Field ing'5  Regiment  

25  Indept-.ndant  Companies  .-____ 

Indepenoant  Companies, 
Six    lndepcnd;int    Companies '^ 

in  North  Britain  5 

St.ift"  Officers,  &c. 

Staff  Oflicei-.s ~~ 

Garrilbns,  Fire  and  Candle  ■ 
Luntingents  upon  Account 


1,29 [  I  7 

3,299  17 

.'..354  '6 

3917  3 

3-9f7  3 

3 '91  7  3 

3,017  3 

^,917  3 

^■"•^uy  3 

j'^W  3 
3-9i 


io,;:2i~- 


o 
o 

o 
o 

3  o 
3   o 

3  ^ 
3  o 
3  o 
3  o 
3  o 
229,283 


IC  "V 


I  300 


0,Q53 
2  2.6..J.6 


iO      2    O 


555 


10,907 
36,060 
13,000 

9  7 
•4  4 
0  0 
6t 

,90b 

4  o 


';.704- 


A;  EV.  mate  of 


.6.^9,276      2  o 


the  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  for  ike7'icr  i'-"6 
L  A  N  D  -  s"e  R  VICE.  '' "' 


Ordinary  of  the  Oflice,  ccmpriiing  R.ep,ii,-.s  cf 
Storeliouibs,  B.irracks,  Platforms,  Carriage?, 
Stores  fjr  Garrifon?,  Rents,  Salaries,  and 
other   incident  Charges     ■ .^ 

tihibliflimentsat  Mahon,  Gibraltar,  Ananolis,  y  r 

Placentia,   and    North  Britain . X' 

ILiH-Pay  of  the  Officers,  that  have  ferved  well  y 

in  the  Trains  of  Artillery  in  Flanders,  Spain,  C        462   i 

and  on  fovcra!  Expeditions    3 ■*- 

E  X  T  R  A  O  R  D  I  N  A  R  [  E  S. 

•'owan's  carrying  ontheT  r"Gibrakar  — 
Foiti!icatioiis,  repair  (  ^Mihon  -- 
mg  ofStorchcufcE,  and^  '  >  Ar.apolis  — 
iirplyin;:;  of  Scores       3.     ^i'l^icentiu^ 


/.  s.  d. 


7  6, 


3  9 
6 


.49,26039 


10, 000  o  o 
5.OCO  O  o 


1  6. OCT   O   O 


6  5,. '.no 


r^] 


Brought  forward  ., 65,260 


y 


Toward-    rebjilding?   and  repairing  the   For- V 

tii-CLuions  fit    Sheernf's      — ~— .      —  ^    !'>^"°     o  o 

Towiirdj    building    and   repairing   the  Forti- } 

fications  at  Ponftnouth     « —  ^    5'"^^^     ^  '^ 

1"owards  carrying  on    the   new  Fortifications  } 

gnd    Esrrjcks    at     Fort    Auguftus    in    tiie  >    2, 000     o  o 

Highiaiidj  of  Scotland     > — ■■  j) 

One  hundred  Ton  of  Salt  Petre     w— 

Exceedings,  for  which  no  Allowance  hath 

been  made  by  Parliament.  70,76'.-    1   n 

Ordnances  and  Stores  fent  by  his  Alajeily's  Or- 
der in  Council,  dated  3d  April,  1735. 

John  Armtlrong,  To  Barbadues .     5v2;      6  4 

Geo.  Gregory,  I.eward  Jflands  865      7   4 

L.  Smelt. 
Wr.  Earle. 

Ser-vices  incurred  Anno  1755,  not  provided  fur  hy  Farliatne-tl. 

Tiie  Remainder  of  the  Supplies  voted  by  Parliament  the~^ 
24th  Dec.  1735,  for  v.dualiitig  the  Garrifrin  of  Gi-  I 
braltar,  more    dian  was    fufficient  to   fatisfy  the  Dc-  [ 
mands  of  chelate  Contradtor,  and  applicable  to  the  ("     7>^S°   "^  4 
new  Contraft  for  this  Service,  made  with  Tho.  Ben-  i 

nett  Efq;  dated  September  1733,  was,     

Voted  in  Farliamentfor  this  Service,An.  1734.  25,000  o  o 
Deficiency  Anno  1734,  made  good  _____  7.769  13  3 
Voted  for  this  Service,  Anno  1735  -  25,000     o    o 

Total  of  Supplies  to  24th  Dec.  1735 6^,406     5  7 

Payments    made    to  Thomas   Revel,   Efq;   Contractor^ 
for    this  Service,  from  the  4th  of  February  173 3-4, C  -g  ; 
the  Commencement  of  the  ContrSv^,   to  the    4th  of(*^ 
September  1735,  inclufive     .  ■  , 3 

The  Payments  from    the  15  th  of  September,  T 
1735,    ^^    ^^'^  4^h   of  January    fol'owing,( 
being  four  Mo.-.ths,  at  zH  Days  per  Month, ^^°'-'*"'^ 
eiiim.ited  at  ■ 1  .  . —  1 


4  - 


Tnfarance,  Anno  1735       ~ " — —       508     9   5 

Extrr.ordinary   Magazines   and  neceiTary  Re  |^      ^ 

pairs,  ell Jinated  at     .. ■■■■■'■  -»  .^ .  ——J        ^ 


~n.-r57  53  5 

70,407  14  5 
Total 
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[  *  ] 

On  Friday  the  23d  of  January,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
proper  Officer  fhould  hay  before  that  Houfe  an  Account  of  the 
Number  of  Seamen  employed  in  the  Service  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  from  the  3  ill  of  December,  1734,  to  the  3  ill  of  Dc 
cember,  1735,  upon  a  Medium  of  each  Month,  diltinguifhing 
what  Numbers  were  borne,  and  whatmuflered  in  the  faid 
Service. 

Accordingly,  the  faid  Account  was  laid  before  the  Houfe 
on  the  Thurfd.iy  after,  and  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Navy-OfEce,  27th  Jnn.  1735. 
An  A  C  C  O  U  N  T  of  the  Number  of  Seamen  employed  in 
the  Service  of  the  Royal  Navy,  from  the  3  iflof  Dec.  1734, 
to  the  31ft  of  Dec.  1735,  upon  a  Medium  of  each  Month, 
diftinguifhing  what  Numbers  were  borne,  and  what  muf- 
tcr'd  in  the  faid  Service,  prepared  purfuant  to  an  Order  of 
the  Hon,  Houfe  of  Commons,  dated  the  23d  Inllant. 


January 
February 
March  — 
April  — 
May 
June  — 
July  ~ 
Aiiguil   - 


Months. 


'734 


September 
Odober 
November   — -- 
December 


Upon  a  Medium 


Number  of  Men. 


Borne.  IMufter'd 


uujriic. 

27.497 

22,277 

27,414 

22.987 

27,594 

23.581 

27.748 

24,541 

27.144 

24,846 

28,967 

26,840 

29,629 

27.491 

3  .  ,161 

27.362 

30,194 

2S,oi7 

30,05^0 

2S,2q4 

29,Si4 

26.426 

29,582 

23,852 

345-833 

306,514 

28,819 

25.54?' 

Richard  Haddock,  J.  Ackworth, 
Tho.  Pearfe,  G.  Purvis, 
J.  Fowler,  Rob.  Byng. 

The  sSth.  (See  p3g<?  i  z\ .)  The  Houfe  'accordirg  to  Or- 
der) refoived  iifclf  iuioa  Committee  of  the  whole  lioufe,  to 
cohfiJer  farther  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majeily,  and 
c^me  to  the   following   Relolution?,  wilhout  any  Debate 


[ »] 

or  Divifions,  only  W m  Sh^ n,  Efcj;  ir.ade  a  fhort 

Speech  againft  keeping  up  fuch  a  numeroa?^  Standing  Army 
in  Time  of  Peace. 

The  Refolutions  were  as  follow,  vie. 

1 .  That  the  Number  of  efreftive  Men  to  be  provided  for   Ar.r.y  Votes; 
Guards  and   Garrifons  in  Great-Britain,  and  for  Guernfey 

and  Jerfey,  for  the  Year  1736,  fiiould  be  (including  1815  In' 
validf,  and  555  Men,  which  the  fix  Independant  Companies 
confift  of,  for  Service  of  the  Highlands)  17,704  Men,  Com- 
miffion  and  Non-Commiffion  Officers  included. 

2.  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  6:^9,270!.  2S.  fhould  be 
granted  to  his  Mnjef^y,  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  faid 
17,71:4  Men,  for  Guards  aVid  Garrifons,  and  other  his  T.Ia- 
jelly's  Land  Forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey  and  Jeriey, 
for  the  Year  1756. 

3.  That  a  Sum  rot  exceeding  216,228!.  los.  and  iid. 
fhould  be  granted  to  hisMajefty,  for  maintaining  hisMajefty's 
Forces  and  Garrifons  in  the  Plantations,  Minorca,  and  Gi- 
braltar, for  thefYear  1736. 

4.  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  7144I.  is.  iid.  Fnrthing, 
fliou'd  be  granted  to  his  Majelly  for  defraying  feveral  cxtra- 
ordin.iry  Expences  and  Services,  incurred  Anno  173^,  and 
not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

The  29th.  Agreed  to  the  Refolution  of  Yeflerday,  after 
which  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  the  following  Report  of 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Royal  Hofpital 
for  Seamen  at  Greenwich,  purfuant  to  an  Aft  of  Parliament 
of  the  Sth  Year  of  his  preient  Majelly,  entitled.  An  Aft  for 
the  Application  of  the  Rents  and  Profits  of  the  Eitatcs,  for- 
feited by  the  Attainders  of  James  late  Ear!  of  Derwentwater, 
and  Charles  RatclifFe,  Efq;  viz. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Par- 
liament nffembled. 

In  Obedience  to  the  Direftions  of  an  Ad  paiTed  in  the  Chclfca  Col. 
laft  SelTion  of  Parliament,  intitled,  An  AA  for  the  Aplica- ^'S^  P^TO"- 
tion  of  tl.t:  Pxnts  and  Profits  of  the  Eihitss  forfeited  by  the 
Attainder<^  of  Janaes  Ir.te  Earl  of  Dervvcntvvatej-,  and  Charles 
RatclilTi ,  Ekj;  requiring  the  Commiffionei?  or  Governors  of 
the  Royal  Hofpital  for  Seamen  at  Greenwich,  to  contrail 
and  Egree  with  able  and  ilfF.cient  Tradefmen,  Artificers,  or 
other  Perfons,  for  finifliing  and  compleating  the  faid  Royal 
Hofpital,  in  a  V/or!-:man-]iI<e  and  iubflantial  Manner,  on  the 
eafiell  and  rnoit  reafonable  7  ernis,  according  to  the  Plan  laid 
before  the  IToure  of  Couimons  in  the  faiJ  SefFion  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  lay  their  Proceedings  therein,  with  their  an- 
e  2  II  us.] 


r  xii  1 

riual    Accounts,  before  his  Majefly,  and  both  Hcufej  of  Par- 
liament lefpeftively. 

The  Commiffioners  and  Governors  ot  the  faid  Hofpital 
do  humbjy  report  as  follows : 

There  has  been  received  from  the  Exchequer  the  Sum  of 
5  282  I.  13  s.  being  the  Arieart  rem- ining  there  of  the  Rents 
of  the  L'.ilatc,  which  Sjm  has  been  invelied  in  Bank-Anr.ui- 
tiesnt  3  1.  per  Cent,  until  (here  ih-Al  i>e  Occnfion  co  dKpofe 
of  the  tarce,  purfumt  to  the  Purpofes  of  the  Afi  of  Parliament. 

Tiicrc  has  ueen  likeupc  u^eived  out  of  the  Rents  of  the 
EAate,  the  Sum  of  2178  I.    135.    id. 

As  to  their  Proceedings  i:-.  carrying  on  the  Buildings,  the 
Foundations  of  Queen  ^Jary's  C(;urt  are  in  a  great  meafurc 
laid,  and  the  Walls  of  the  Chappcl  and  Kitchen  are  carried 
up  to  the  Top  of  tl  -.'  Plinth,  which  is,  to  the  Cilis  of  thp 
VVindow.'i  of  the  Bale  Story,  the  Expence  of  which  has 
amounted  to  I  CS9  i.   15  s.  4U. 

By  Order  cf  the  CommifTiorirs. 
Aumiralty  Ofiice, 

Jan.  29,  1735.  Tho.  Corbett. 

The  31ft,  received  the  following  Accounts. 

The 
Jr 

of  his  late    Majeiiy's  Rtign,  for  aniwering  the  Payments 
therein  expreffed,  viz. 

The  Money  arifen  at  the  Exchequer  within  the  Half  Year 
ended  at  Lady  Day,  1735,00  the  particular  Branches 
herein  eiiumerated,  viz. 

DEBTOR.  /.         s.     d. 

H  nfe  Money,  full  granted  ychofWill.  III. •   52,3^6    13      4 

jQt   ^  onnage  and  Poundage    ■ •  42,140     5      o 

Arr^'p.rs  of  the  Duties  on  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Chocolate, 
before  the  24th  of  June,  1724;  and  the  Duties  on  I\.u- 
mrgs,  Cinnamon,  Cloves,  Mace,  Pi<Sures  and  Muflins—         -05    11      3 

Arrears  of  the  Increafed  Duties  on  Coftee,  Tea,  and 
Choco'ate,  before  the  24th  of  June,  1724,  and  the 
Duties  on  Nutmegs,  Cinnamon,  Cloves,  Mace,  and 
Pidiires 

A  Mciety  of  the  Inland  Duty  of  2  s.  per  lb.  on  Cohee, 
fmce  the  24:h  of  June,  1724. 


■     z. 

'3-7 

H- 

b 

'  !> 

^20 

16 

0 
D 

\o 

n9> 

171 

X  I 

itto 

r  5C"i  ] 

DEBTOR 

Brought  tver 


Ditto of  4  s,  per  lb.  on  Tea,  fince  ditto - 


The  Inland  Duty  of    I  s.    6d.    per  ib.  on  Chocolate, 
fince  ditto 

Further  Rates  on  White  Calicoes,   China    Wares  and 

Diuwb 


Half  Subfidy  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage 


Surplus  of  the  other  Moiety  above  80,000  1.  per  Annum 

for  Annuities       ■ • — 

Additional  Duties  on  French  Wines  and  Merchandize 

Plantation    Duties • 

Duties  on    Hops ""^    "■  ■  • 

Duties  on  Brandy 


/. 

/. 

<i. 

119,171 
25^565 

0 
9 

0 

•  S.776 

19 

5 

-  2,682 
■  15^655 

19 
16 

4 
13 
13 

13 

0 

H 

9 

.  5,266 
693 

•  ''917 
■  8,721 

.  22,442 

•  8,228 

S 
10 

9 
8 

9 

2 

•  '3.307 

'7 

4 

•  67,700 
■  21,677 

8 

2 

8 

Surplus  of  gd.  Excife,  granted  for  99  Years 

Ditto  of  the  two  7thb  of  9d.  Excile 

Ditto  of  the  37000  1.    per  Week  Excife 

Ditto  of  the  Revenues  in  Annuity,  Ads  4th,  5th,  and 
6th,  Anrai 

Ditto,  of  the  Fund  for  the  Lottery,  17,0     — 

Public  Monies  brought  into  tne  Exchequer  after  Mi- 
chatlmas,  171  5,  appropriated  by  an  Ad  of  Geo.  I.  page 
301,  viz. 

Duty    on   foreign   SaiiCloth     . I-5-5 

To  tiie  Duty  of  3d.  per  Barrel  Excife,  and  the  additio- 
nal Diity  oil  Pepper  and  Al.  ariien  Michaelma? ,  1734,  and 
rcfting  at  L-.dy-Day,  1735,  over  and  above  fufhcicnt  to 
jatisfy  the  Annuities  of  8i,oooI.  per  Annum,  granted 
Anno    1710,  computed  to  that  'I'iine     ■     ..  ■     .  ■ .  26,399 


254>532     5     7 

The  Excefs  or  Surplus  of  the  fevera!  Duties,  Revenues,  and  Incomes, 
con>monly  called  the  Aggregate  Fund,  eltablilhed  by  feveral  h€^i  of 
Parliament  of  the  3d,  5th,  and  6th  Years  of  his  late  Majelly's  Rsigii, 
for  anfwering  the  Payinents  therein  exprcfTed,  viz. 

CREDITOR.  /■  r.     ^. 

By  Payments  charged  on  the  Aggregate  Fund,  by  Adls  of 
Parliament,  viz . 
By  the  Bankof  England,  on  their  Annul. y  of  60, ocol, 
(being the  Remainder  of  8o,occ  1.  per  Ann.  for  canceling 
two  Millions  of  Exchequer  Bills)  for  tlie  half  Year  ended 
at  Lady-day,  1735,  purfuant  to   the  Ad   of  11    Geo.  I. 

pag.  213.  and  2  Geo.  II.   pag.  81. . 30,000     o     4- 

By  the  South-Sea  Company  to  difcharge  Annuities  at 
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CREDITOR.  /.        s.    d. 

4  per  Cent,  on  the  Principal  Sum  of  393,64?;  ].  9,  s.  (o 
which  the  Sum  of  48 1,700).  fubfcrJbcd  into  their  Capital, 
is  reduced  by  abating  from  the  fame  48.0^4!.  12s.  for 
a  proportionable  Pait  of  4,!;oo,oooI.  repaid  to  the  faid 
Company  for  ri'dceining  fo  much  of  their  Cr^pital,  and  the 
.Annuities  attending  the  fame,  being  the  Remainder  of 
500,000!.  contributt'c  on  the  firft  f^ottery,  17 19,  for  the 
half  Vear  ended  nt  I.;idy-day,  1735;      — ■ .     7,872   iS     » 

Towards  tlie  Exprnce  of  hi';  Majelly's  Civil  Govern- 
ment for  the  half  Year  ended  at  Lady  D^y,  ^7151  by  the 
A&-  of  !  Geo.  II.  png.  8.      -r 6o,oco     o     ® 

By  the  South  Se.i  Compnny  to  difcharge  Annuities  at 
4  per  Cent,  on  the  Principal  Sam  of  y:^  1,9(11.  165.  id. 
to  which  theSam  of  ?45,702l.  is.  Sd.  iub'crlbcd  into  their 
Capital,  is  reduced,  by  ribating  from  the  fame  91,790]. 
^3.  7d.  for  a  proportional  Part  of  4,;oo,oco  1.  repaid 
to  the  faid  Company,  for  redeeming  fo  murh  of  their  whole 
Capital,  and  the  Annuities  .Tttending  the  fame,  being  the 
Remainder  of  1,070,0001.  contributed  for  Annuities  Anno 
I -I  5,  for  th(^  half  Year  ended  at  Lady  Day.  173-.:——    [^-,038      4      8 

By  the  Officers  of  the  Exchequer-Bi!!-Of!ice,  on  their 
Salsrie.',  for  the  half  Year  ended  at  Lady  Day,  1755. — *         3-5      °     o 

By  the  Uflicr  of  the  Exchequer  for  Neceffaries. r8    16      2 

By  the  South-Sea-Ccmpany.and  the  Governor  and  Con',^ 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  Eng^ind,  claiming  under  them  for 
the  half  Year  ended  at  Lady  Day,  173^,011  -7.7'.  :is.  9d. 
per  Am.  being  fuch  Pirt  of  10.516I.  '^  ;■'.  per  Ann. 
Rsfidueof  12  oool.  per  Ann.  allowed  tr-  ••  for  Charges 
cf  Man:igcment  on  Subfcriptions  by  the  A6>  of  6  Geo.  I. 
as  i^  chargeable  on  this    Fund.  -•  .         26^    15    I« 

Bv  the  L'nired  Company  of  Merchants  of  England, 
trading  to  the  Eafi-Indies,  on  their  reduced  Ainnuity  of 
128,000',  payable  to  them  from  Michaelmas,  1730,  be- 
ingaftcrthe  Rate  of  4!.  per  Csnt.  per  Ann.  on  the  faid 
Company's  Capital  of  3,200,000!.  for  the  half  Year  ended 
At  Lady  Day,  1735,  purfuant  to  the  Art  of  3  Geo.  FI. 
•^ag.  4=:  2.        ■ -■ • ■   i 64,000     O     o 

177,55s  14  I  t 
Bv  the  E.K«efs  or  Sirplus  which  at  or  before  Lady  Day, 
•,i-■:^,  did  arife  by  the  Duties  componng  the  Aggregate 
.ru;;d  /«■/•  contra  (over  and  above  al!  the  .Vfonies  then  due, 
or  payable  todifchargc  the  fevera)  Anni'ities  and  other  Al- 
iOW.Tr.-t?^  and  Paymenfj  diredkd  by  Acls  of  Parliament  to 
D&  :iiri?ned  nut  of  the  fame)  which  Excefs  or  Surplus  i*; 
*:arr;ed  to  the  Sinking  ?avA. ■ —  ■  - — ~ :r^,9co   12     7 

•1.  r6,£;^9     7     ^ 


[  XV   ] 

The  Excefs  cr  Surplus  of  fuch  Duties  or  Reverues  (Part  of  the  South  Sea 
Fand)  a:>  were  elhiblifhed  by  Ad  of  Parliament  of  the  3d  and  5th  Years 
cf  his  l^itc-  Majelly's  Reign,  foranlwering  Pr.ynients  to  the  bouth  Sea 
Company  and  others,  which  Excels  or  Surplus  is  here  ftated  at  Lady 
Da',  1735. 

The  Money  arifeti  at  the  Exchequer  //.'  the  half  Tear  enJedat  Lady  Day,  1735. 

DEBTOR.                                         1.  s.  d. 

For  Iinpoft  on  Wines  and  Vinegar      ...■                  .—  60,164  i  2 

Tmpoll  on  Tobacco     .^ -                     .,               36,008  13  i 

Jmpoit  on  Ealt-India  Goods 47,594  i  3 

Addicional  Impofitions      '                     .  ■   15,798  o  10 

Additional  Whale  Fins •  ^,152  15  o 

Duty  on  Candles  fince  the  lit  cf  May,  1 715  38,913  14  5 

Apprentices  Duty  fmce  ditto     ■ — — —  ,     2,054  o  5 

202,685     6     4 

The  Excefs  or  SurpLis  cf  fiich  Duties  or  Revenues,  (Parf  of  the  South  Sea 
Fund)  as  were  eU'ibHfned  by  Acl  ofParlisinent  of  the  3d  and  5th  Years 
of  his  late  Maje'ay'f  Reign,  for  annvering  Payments  to  the  South  Sea 
Company  and  others,  whicu  Excefs  or  Surplus  is  here  llated  at  Lady- 
Day,  1735,  v.z. 

C  R  E  D  I  T  O  R.  /.        ,-.    *', 

By  the  South  Sea  Company  to  difcharge  Annuities  at 
4!.  per  Cent,  on  the  principal  Si'm  of  8,91  2.053!.  83.  8d. 
Halfpenny, to  which  their  original  Capital  cf  io,ooo,ocol. 
is  reduced,  by sbrttingfrom  the  fame  1,387,045!.  iis.  5d. 
Half-penny,  for  a  proportional  Part  of  4,500,000!.  re- 
paid to  thefaid  Company,  for  ledeeming  lo  much  of  their 
whole  Capital,  and  the  Annuities  attending  the  fame,  and 
is  from  the  half  Year  e'.ded  at  Laci/ Day,  1735. t~8,24      ir     4. 

By  ditto  Company  on  7,129'.  123.  iid.  per  Ann,  fjr 
Charges  of  Man;*gemcnt,  to  which  their  Allowance  cf 
8000I  per  Ann.  wts  reduced,  on  Ke-pavmLnt  to  the  fiid 
Company  of  4,5co,:col.  at  aforefcdd,  and  ;>:  for  the  half 
Year  ended  at  Lady  Day,  1735. *— -  — —  ■ 3,564  1 6     5 


iJh,i'05  17  i» 
By  the  E.xccfs  or  Surplus,  which  at  or  before  Lridy  Diy , 
1735,  did  arife  by  the  Races,  Duties,  Impolltions  ar.d 
Revenues /nrr  L-<7/7/'r.?,  over  and  above  fuflicient  to  latiify  all 
Payments  chargeable  thereupon,  which  Exec's  or  Surplus 
is  carried  to  the  Sinking  Fu'od.     .r=-— — ^  »-— ^ — ■.  20,879     8     6 

;:nz^^5      6     4 
The 


C  ^i  ] 

The  Produce  at  the  Exchequer  of  the  Duties  and  Revenues,  which  by  an 
Aft  of  3  Geo.  I.  page  303,  were  charged  towards  making  good  a 
general  yearly  Fund  of  724,849!.  65.  lod.  with  the  Deficiency  thereof, 
and  the  Overplus  of  the  fame  General  Fund  Hated  at  Lady  Day,  1755, 
which  Overplus  arifeth  over  and  above  all  the  Monies  which  then  or 
before  became  due  or  payable  according  to  fubfequent  Ads,  out  of  the 
faid  Duties,  Revenues,  or  General  Fund. 

*to  Money  arifen  at  the  Exchequer  ivithin  the  half  Tear  ended  at  Lady  Day, 
1735,  in  Part  .^362,424  1.  13  s.  5  d.  viz. 


s. 


DEBTOR. 
10/.    Lottery,  171 1  /. 

Subfidy  on   Goods  exported     • i6,S'62    10 

Two  Shillings   per  Chaldron  on  Coals  27.912    i^     3>    83,691 

Additional   Duty  on  Candles     38,915 

Clafs  ditto,  171  I. 

Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs     Z^^^9 

New    Stamp   Duties     ____  6,001      ^     ^^y^ 

7C0  1.  per  Week  Lottery  Money 17,500     o     oq"  79'75°   i"   ^^ 

Duty  on  Hides  and  Skins 52,668 

10  1.  Lottery,  171  2. 

Duty  on  Soap     -  ■  ■'■-- 59,' 7'^     9     ^\    c 

Stamp-Duties  on  Paper 7,849     o     8^    07.0191°     ° 

Clafs  ditto,  1712. 
Additional  Duty  on  Hides      ■■  30,182     4     2"i 

Duty  on  Wire   and  Starch     — .     5.-450  18     7  I 

Policies  of  Infurance     . —      1,680   10      51  o 

A  Moiety  of  the  Duty  of  2  s.  per  )b.  (    7t'7  9      ^ 

on  Coffee 11,820   16   10 

Ditto  4s.  per  lb.  on  Tea  ^Sm^j     9     o 

Hereditary    Excife,   payable    out   of  3700I,  per  Week 

Bankers  Annuities     ' ~  ■.  '9-927   17     9 

-,  325,106     3     8 

To  the  Compleifient  for  compleating  the  general  Fund 
of  724,8491.  6s.  lod.  per  Ann.  for  the  half  Year  ended  at 
Lady  D^y,  1735,  to  be  made  good  by  Parliament.  —  37,318     9     8 

362,424  13     5 


Thj 


[  xvii  ] 
The  Produce  at  the  Exchequer  of  the  Duties  and  Revenues,  which  by  an 
Aft  of  3  Geo.  I.  pag.  303.  were  charged  towards  making  good  a  gene- 
ral Yearly  Fund  of  724,849!.  6s.  lod.  with  the  Deficiency  thereof,  and 
the  Overplus  of  the  fame  General  Fund,  ftated  at  Lady  Day,  1735, 
which  Overplus  arifeth  over  and  above  all  the  Moneys,  which  then,  or 
before  became  due  and  payable,  according  to  fubfequent  Ads,  out  of 
the  faid  Duties,  Revenues,  or  General  Fund. 

CREDITOR.  /.        i.    4. 

By  Payments  charged  on  the  General  Funds  by  A«5ls  of 
Parliament,  viz. 
By  the  South  Sea  Company,  to  difcharge  Annuities  at  4L 
per  Cent,  on  the  principal  Sam  of  7,423,108!.  4s.  lod. 
to  which  the  Sum  of  8,329,291!.  2s.  id.  fubfcribed  in- 
to their  Capital,  is  reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fame 
906,182!.  7s.  2d.  for  a  proportional  Part  of  the  Sum  of 
4,500,000!.  repaid  to  the  faid  Company,  for  redeeming 
lo  much  of  their  whole  Capital,  and  the  Annuities  attend- 
ing the  fame,  being  the  Remainder  of  9,534,357!.  13s. 
lid.  to  which  the  Proprietors  of  certain  Orders  in  the 
four  Lotteries,  1 7 1 1  and  1 7 1  2,  and  the  Debt  due  to  certain 
Bankers  and  others,  were  entitled  for  the  half  Year  ended 

Lady  Day,  1735.     • ■ ^—148,462     3     6 

By  ditto  Company,  to  difcharge  Annuities  at  4I.  per 
Cent,  on  the  principal  Sum  ot  667,117!.  is.  7d.  to 
which  the  Sum  of  748,555  1.  19  s.  5  d.  fubfcribed  into 
their  Capita',  is  reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fame  8 1,430!. 
17s.  lod.  for  a  proportionable  Part  of  the  Sum  of 
4,500,000!.  repaid  to  the  faid  Company  for  redeeming  fo 
much  of  their  whole  Capital,  and  the  Annuities  attending 
the  fame  being  the  Remainder  of  947,514!.  7s.  8d.  to 
which  the  Proprietors  of  certain  1  allies  of  Sol.  were  in- 
titled,  that  were  ftruck  at  the  Exchequer  to  make  good 
fundry  Deficiencies,  Anno  1716,  for  the  half  Year  ended 
Lady  Day,  1735.     _ ,3242     6   lO 

By  ditto  Company,  to  difcharge  Annuities  314!.  per 
Cent. -on  the  principal  Sum  of  1,079,064!.  i  8s.  3d.  to 
which  the  Sum  of  1,210,792).  i  3s.  8d.  fubfcribed  into 
theirCapitaljis  reduced.by  abating  from  the  fame  137,727!. 
I  5s.  4d.  for  a  proportional  Part  of  the  Sum  of  4,500,000!. 
repaid  to  the  faid  Company  for  redeeming  fo  much  of 
their  whole  Capital,  and  the  Annuities  attending  the 
fame,  being  the  Remainder  of  1,603,987/.  8  j.  id.  to 
which  the  Propiietors  of  certain  Army  Debentures 
made  forth  to  the  21  ft  of  March,  17 19,  were  intitltd  fcr 
the  half  Year  ended  Lady  Day,  1735.     21,58;      5    is 

By  ditto  Company,    to  difcharge    Annuities  of  4/    per 
Cent,  qn  the  principal   Sum  of  96,074  /.    g^.    9^.  to 

f  which 


[  xviii  ] 
CREDITOR.  /.        ,.    ^. 

which  the  Sum  of  107,  802  /.  17  s.  46.  fubfcjlbed  into 
their  Capital  is  reduced, -by  abating  frcra  the  fame 
I  1,728!.  7s.  6d.  for  a  proportional  Part  of  the  Sum  of 
4,500.0001  repaid  to  the  iaid  Company  for  redeeming 
fo  much  of  their  whole  Capital,  ar.d  the  Annuities  attend- 
ing the  fame,  being  the  Remainder  of  110,312!.  7s.  4d. 
to  which  the  Proprietors  of  certain  Tallies  of  Sol.  were 
entitit'd,  that  were  llrucic  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy,  and 
the  vidua   ing  thereof,  for  the  half  Year  ended  nt   Lady 

By  ditto  Company,  and  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  of  England  claiming  under  them,  for  the  half 
Year  elided  at  Lady  Day,  1735,  on  4267!.  4?.  8d.  per 
Ann,  being  fuch  Part  of  10,516:.  15.  "d.  per  Ann.  Re 
fidue  of  12, cool,  per  Ann,  riliowed  them  for  Charge  of 
Management  on  Sub.'cription  by  the  Aft  of  6  Geo.  I.  as  is 
chargeable  on  this  Fund.      — ,    .... 2,13?.    12      , 

By  the  Sufferers  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chriftophers  for  An- 
r.iiitics  at  tiie  Rate  of  3!.  per  Cent,  aud  upon  the  principal 
Sum  of  37,8211.  5s,  id.  Refidue  of  141,0931.  i:?..  id, 
contained  in  Orders  of  Debentures  made  forth  by  the 
Commiffioners  for  AtTiirs  of  Trade  and  Plantations  for 
the  half  Year  ended  at  Lady  Day,  1755.     • —        567     6     ^ 

188, ooS  4  g 
Taliance  is  the  Overplus,  which  at  or  before  Lcdy  Day, 
1735,  ^''^  ^'"'■"  ^y  ^'''■^ '^'-^''^  General  Fund  in  this  tialf  Year, 
(when  the  Sum  of  37,318!,  9s.  8d.  per  contra  fhali  be 
jr.Tde  good  by  Parliament)  over  and  above  fufficient  to  fa- 
ti  f/  all  Annuities  and  otlier  Sums  due  or  payable  out  of 
tiie  fame,  v/hich  Excefs  or  Surplus  is  carried  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund, '  — — —  • . :74s4i6     8     7 

362,424  X  5     ^ 


The 


[  »'^  ] 

~  The  Exchequer  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 

DEBTOR. 

/.         J.     d. 
To  Surp'us  Money  unappHed  at  Michaelmas,  1734,  ns 
per  Account  for  the  half  Year  tiieu  ended     37'557    ^3     4 

To  Surplus  Money  arifen  in  the  half  Year 
ended  at  Lady  Day,  1735,  v;z. 

/.         s,     d. 

Surplus  of  the  Aggregate  Fund,  as  per 
Account  . ^ 158,990   12     7 

Surplus  of  the  South-Sea  Company's 
Fund,  as  per  Accounc 20,879      ^     ^ 

Surplus  of  the  General  Fund,  when 
the  Sum  of  37,3181.  9s.  8d.  being  the 
Complement  to  362,424).  13s.  vjd. 
fliail  be  made  gooa,  as  per  Account 174,416     8     7 


-354,276     9     9 


391.^^34     3      » 
The  Exchequer  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  psr  Contra. 

CREDITOR. 

/.         J-.     d. 
By  Cafh  taken  in   full  of  the  Sum  of  1,200, coo  I.  for 
or  towards  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Mf^jelty  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  ihe  Year  i  734,  purfuant  to  the  A 0:1  of  7  Geo.  II. 
page  264.      .  , 118,799   12   u 

By  Remains  at  Lady  Day,  v!?. 

J      d. 

Surplus  of  ihe  Aggregate  Fund 134,716   11    11 

Surp'us   of  the   South  Sea  CoLipary's 

Surplus  of  ti;e  General  Fund,  wiien  cue 
Sum  tf  37,31  Si.  OS.  8d.  chree  Farthings, 
the  Deficie;';Cy  thereof  in  this  iialf  Year, 
(hali  be  made  good  by  FarliauitJit. !  33,'^'  -,19     3 

39'  854     5     I 

This  being  the  Five  and  Twentieth  h?.!f  yearly  Accnunt  m::de  up,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Adl  cf  9  Geo.  I.  piir.c  367,  .^  humbiy  prcfcnted  the  jill 
Day  of  Januai/,  1734.,  by  me  7  •'^• 

The 


[XX] 

The  Excefsor  Surplufs  of  thefeveral  Dutie?,  Revenues,  and  Incomes,  com 
monly  called  the  Aggregate  Fund,  ellablHhed  by  feveral  Ads  of  Parlia- 
ment of  the  3d,  5th,  and  6th  Years  of  his  late  Majefty's  Reign,  for  an- 
fwering  the  Payments  therein  expreffed,  viz. 

The  Money  arifen  at  the  Exchequer  within  the  Half  Year  ended  at  Mi- 
chaelmas 1735,  on  the  particular  Branches  herein  enumerated,  viz. 

DEBTOR.  /.         •!    d. 

Houfe  Money,  firlt  granted  7  Will.  III.     — —     49,276   10  4 

Two  3dsTonnage  and  Pondage     ,  ■  ■ 60,250    17     3 

Arrears  of  the  Duties  on  Coffee,  l"ea,  and  Chocolate, 
before  the  24th  of  June,  1^24;  and  the  Duties  on  Nut- 
megs,  Cinnamon,  Clove;,  Mace,  Pidturesand  Muflinf— .  815      7  9 

Arrears  of  the  Tncreafed  Duties  on  CofFee,Tea,  and  Cho- 
colate, before  the  24th  of  Junp,  1724,  and  the  Duties  on 

Nutmegs,  Cinnamon,  Cloves,  Mace,  and  Piftures  10,454   18     6 

A  Moiety  of  the  Inland  Duty  of  2s,  per  lb.  on  Coffee, 

fir.ce  24th  June,  1724.     ■ — -___—  .  13,629     i    10 

Pitto cf  4s.  per  lb.  on  Tea,  finceditto  ■ ■  55.471    i^     ^ 

The  Inland  Duty  of  is.  6d.  per  lb.  on  Chocolate,  fmce 

ditto. , 4.5 '9     5     7 

FurtherRatesonWhiteCalicee?,  ChinaWaresandDrugs     1,582     o     3 

Half  Subfidy  of  Tonnage  and    Poundage      ■ 58,018   10     8 

Surplus  cfthe  otiier  Moiety  above  80, ocoi.  per  Ann 

for    Annuities     ..    ,     ., .  > .  . —.  —  12,716   ig     5 

Additional  Duties  on  French  Wines  and  Merchandizes   n,32S     7     3 

Plantation  Duties     .^ . .  ,         24O   19     8 

Duties  on  Hops >_ . 35'4'2   10     4 

Duties  on  Brandy     — ^ — 1 11,870     2     4 

Surplusof  the  gd.  Excife,  granted  for  99  Years     33,261    16     6 

Ditto  of  the  two  7ihs  9d.  Excife .   11,408    14     t 

Dittoof  the  five  7ths  9d.  Kxcife     ■ ■ 18,091    10     8 

Ditto  of  the  3700I.  per  Week  Exciie     20,707   17     4 

Ditto  of  the   Revenues  in  Annuity  Ad,  4th,  5  th,  and 

6th    Annae     — 127,386  15   10 

Ditto    of  the  Fund  t'or  the  Lottery,    1710       n  323*96   17     9 

Public  Monies  brought  into  the  Exchequer  after  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1 71 5,  appropriated  by  an  ASi.  of  i  Geo.  1. 
page  301,  viz. 

Duty  on  foreign   Sail-Cbth     -— __     262   12   10 

Arrttrs  ofthe  loth  23.  Aid,  Anno  I  726,— .   1854   18    10 
.Ditto  of  the  iOth  r'.s.  Aid,  x^nno  \  728, ■■  141     4   10 

Ditto  of  the  I  ith  3s.  Aid,  Anno  1729, —  1058   18     i 
Ditto  of  the  12th  2s.  Aid,  Anno  1731, —  6544     i     8 

Ditto  of  the  lil  is.  Aid,  Anno  1732, 9599     5     7 

-■■'■    '  '.—- .   19,461     2    • 

^68,072     4  6 
The 


[  xxi  ] 

TheExcefsor  Surplusof  the  fevera)  Diities.  Revenues,  and  Ir.comes,  com- 
monly called  the  Aggregate  Fund,  elxablifhed  by  feveral  Afts  of  Parlia- 
ment of  the  3d,  5th,  and  6:h  Ye  irs  of  his  late  Majefty*s  Reign,  for  an. 
fwering  the  Payments  therein  expreffed,  viz. 

CREDITOR.  /.        s,    d. 

By  Payment  charged  on  the  Aggregate  Fund,  by  Adls  of 
Parliament,  viz. 

By  the  Bank  of  Er.gland,  on  their  Annuity  of  6o,oool. 
(being  the  Remainder  of  80,000  I.  per  Ann.  for  cancelling 
two  Millions  of  Exchequer  Bills)  for  the  haif  Vear  ended 
at  Michaelmas  1735,  purfuant  to  the  Aft  of  1  i  Geo.  1. 
page  213.  and  2.  Geo.  II.  page  81.         > ■■  ■-■»  30,000     o     O 

"Siy  the  South-Sea  ComCiiny,  to  difchargc  Annuities  at 
4  per  Cent,  on  the  Prircipal  Sum  of  393,645  1.  8  s.  to 
which  the  Sam  of  441 ,7000!.  fubfcribed  into  their  Capital 
is  reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fan'C  48,054!.  12s.  for  a 
proportional  Part  of  4,500,000!.  repaid  to  the  faid 
Company  for  redeeming  fo  much  of  their  Capital,  and  the 
Annuities  attending  the  fame,  being  the  Rerrsainder  of 
500,0001.  contributed  on  the  firll  Lottery,  171  9,  for  the 
halfVear  ended  at  Michaelmas  1735. ~ T*^?^  ^8     i 

Towards  the  Expence  of  his  Majefly's  Civil  Govern- 
ment for  the  half  Year  ended  at  Michaelmas  1735,  by  the  , 
Act  of  1  Geo.  II.  page  8. _1_._  _  60,000     O     © 

By  the  South-Sea  Company,  to  difcharge  Annuities  at 
4  per  Cent,  on  the  principal  Sum  of  751,9111.  i6f,  id. 
to  which  the  Sum  of  843,702!.  is.  8d.  fabfcribed  into 
their  Capital,  is  reduced,  byabatJngfrom  thefame9i,79oi. 
55.  7d.  for  a  proportional  Part  cf  4,500,000!.  repaid  to 
the  laid  Company,  fcr  redeeming  lo  much  cf  their  whole 
Capita',  ard  trie  Annuities  attending  the  fame,  beirg  the 
Remainder  of  1,079,000!.  contributed  for  y\r,nuities 
Anno  [715,  fcr  the. •-.aif  Year  ended  at  Michaelmaj  1735.   '5'°^       ^ 

By  the  OtTicers  cf  the  Exchequer-Bill  OfHcc,  on  their 
Sala.-ies,  for  the  half  Y';ar  ended  at  iVIichaeirnas  1735.  —         3-5     *-*     *^ 

By  the  Uiher  of  the  Exchequer  for  NccefTaries  ^  3°   ^S      * 

By  the  Sher.ffi  of  Ergland  and  Wale?,  on  4000  1.  per 
Annum,  by  the  Act  3  Geo.  I.  for  the  Yesr  ended  Mi- 
chaelmas 1735.     ' ■ — -      4^9"^     ***     * 

^•j  tiie  Souti.-Sea  Company,  and  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  Iv  gland,  claiming  under  them  for 
I  lie  haif  Year  ended  at  Michaelmas  1  735,  on  527I.  1  is,  gd. 
per  Ann.  being  luch  Part  of  10,516;.  is.  7d  per  Ann. 
Refidue  of  12,000!.  per  Ann.  allowed  rhcn  <'r  Charges 
of  Management  on  Sabfcriptions  by  the  A'A  ':;  6  Geo.  I. 
as  is  chargf;ab;e  on   tbia  Fund 263   15   10 

117,530  14     4 
£ro«jjhr 


[  xxif  ] 

DEBTOR.  I.        s.     d. 

Brought  over  568,072  4  6 
To  the  Duty  of  3d.  per  Barrel  Excife,  nnd  the  additio- 
nal Duty  on  Pepper  and  h\.  arifen  Lady  Day,  1734,  and 
refting  at  Michaelmas  17^5,  over  and  above  fufficient  to 
i'atisfy  the  Annuities  of  81, cool,  per  Annum,  granted 
Anno  1710,  computed  to  that  rime.     ■ . —  r.7,263   12     r 


59s. 335    16     8 


The  Excels  or  Surplus  ofTich  Duties  or  Revenueis  (Part  ot  the  South-Sea 
Fund)  as  were  ellablifhed  by  A6t  of  Parliament  ot  the  3d  and  5th  Year 
of  his  late  Majeily's  Reign,  for  anfwering  Paymei.ts  to  the  South-Sea 
Company  and  otliers,  which  Exccfs  or  Surplus  io  here  Hated  at  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735,  ^''^• 

DEBTOR. 
For  Impofton  Wines  and  Vinegar 
Import  on    Tobacco 


Impoll    on  Eaft-fr.dia  (joods 
Additional  Impofitions 
Additional  Whale   Fins 

Duty  on  Candles  ilnce  ift  of  May,  17 15      ,  52.S50   14   11 

Apprentices  Duty  fmce  ditto     . .  3>554     5     5 


245,456     3    10 


To  fo  much  of  the  Sum  of  723 7I.  i8s.  3d.  Halfpenny, 
being  a  Medium  of  the  Annual  Income  of  the  Duty  on 
rough  and  undreiTed  Fl&x,  taken  off  by  the  Adt  of  the 
^Geo.  n.  a5  would  have  been  applied  to  this  Fund,  hnd 
not  thefe  Dirties  been  repealed,  and  is  therefore  made  good 
to  the  fame,  out  of  the  Sum  cf  4223I.  los.  i  id.  charged 
on  the  Aggregate  Fund,  as  per  preceding  Account.  «__. 


BroushC 


[  xxiii  ] 

CREDITOR.  /.        s.     d. 

Brought  over  117,530  14     4 

By  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England, 
trading  to  the  fiaft-Indies,  on  their  reduced  Annuity  of 
128,000].  payable  to  them  from  I^'Iichaelmas,  1730,  be- 
ing after  the  Rate  of  4I.  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  on  the  faid 
Company's  Capital  of  3,200,000!.  for  the  half  Year  ended 
at  Michaelmas  1735,  purruant  to  the  Aft  of  3  Geo.  11. 
page   452. -. 64,000     o     O 

Dy  fo  much  of  the  Sum  of  7237I.  i8s.  3d.  being  a 
Medium  of  the  Annual  Income  of  the  Duty  on  rough  and 
undreffed  Flax,  taken  off  by  the  Aft  4  Geo.  II.  as  was 
jflade  good  to  the  feveral  public  Creditors  at  Midfummer 
1735,  (the  remaining  Sum  ot  3014I.  7s.  4d.  beingappli- 
rabie  to  the  Funds  compofmg  this  Aggregate  Fund,  before 
the  Duties  on  rough  and  undrefs'd  Flax  were  repealed,  is 
therefore  not  charged  thereupon.)     4223    10   li 

By  the  Excef's  or  i)urplus,  which  at  or  before  Michaelmas 
1735, did  arife  by  the  Duties,  compofing  the  Aggregate 
Fund  ^er  contra,  (over  and  above  all  the  Moneys  then  due, 
or  payable  to  difcharge  the  feveral  Annuities  and  other  Al- 
lowances and  Payments  direded  by  A'fls  of  Parliament  to 
be  fatiefied  out  of  the  fame)  which  I^xcefs  or  Surplus  is 
carried    to  the   Sinicing  Fund. .I.09.5S1   it     4 

595,335   16     8 
The  Excefs  or  Surplu?  of  fich  Duties  or  Revenues,  (Part  of  the  South  Sea 

Fund)  as  were  eitabiiihed  by  Adt  of  Parliament  of  the  3d  and  5th  Years 

of  his  late  Majcily's  Reign,  for  anfwering  Payments  to  the    South  Sea 

Company    and  others,  wiiich  Excefs  or  Surplus  is  here  Hated  at  Mi- 

chaelnsas  1735,  viz. 

CREDITOR.  /.        S'     d. 

By  the  South  Sea  Company  to  difcharge  Annuities  at 
4I.  per  Cent,  on  the  principal  Sum  of  8,91  2,053!.  8s.  8d. 
Halfpenny, to  which  their  original  Capita!  of  i  o,ooo,oool, 
is  reduced,  byabatingfrom  the  fame  1,087,9461.  iis.  3d. 
Half-penny,  for  a  proportional  Part  of  4,'^50o,ocoI.  re- 
paid to  the  faid  Company,  for  redeetning  fo  much  of  their 
whole  Capita],  and  the  Annuities  attending  the  fame,  and 
is  from  the  half  Year  ended  at  Michaelmas  1735. ^178,241      I     4 

'By  ditto  Company  on  7,129!.  12s.  iid.  per  Ann.  for 
Charges  of  Management,  to  which  their  Allowance  of 
8oocl.  per  Ann.  was  reduced,  on  Re-payment  to  the  faid 
Company  of  4,500,000!.  as  aforefaid,  and  is  for  the  half 
Ycirended  at  Michaelmas  1735. 3,564  16     5 

By  tne  Excefs  or  Surplus,  which  at  or  before  Michaelmas 
1735,  Ciid  arife  by  tne  Rates,  Duties,  Impofuions  and 
Re  venues /tfrro«//-«,  over  and  above  fuflkient  to  fatiffy  all 
Payircnts  cnargeab!e  thereupon,  which  Excefs  or  Surplus 
'"C     :--'J  ;o  the  linking  Fund. 65,741      i     9 

247,553    19     7 


[   XXIV   ] 

The  Prcc^uce  at  the  Exchequer  of  the  Duties  and  Revenues,  which  by  an 
A61  of  %  Geo.  r.  page  303,  were  charged  towards  making  good  a 
general  yearly  Fund  of  724,849].  6s.  lod.  with  the  Deficiency  thereof, 
nnd  the  Overplu.i  of  the  fame  General  Fund  fiated  at  Michaelmas  1735, 
which  Overplus  ariioth  over  and  above  all  the  Monies  which  then  or 
before  became  due  or  payable  according  to  fubfequent  Afts,  out  of  the 
faid  Duties,  Revenues,  or  General  Fund. 

'3^0  Money  arifen  at  ths  Exchequer -xt7/.{)/«  the  half  Year  ended  at  Michaelmas 

1735,  via. 

DEBTOR. 
10/.    Lottery,  1711  /.         s.     d.  I.         s.     d. 

Subfidy  on   Goods  exported     •■     ■   "■   15,499   12      3^ 

Two  Shillings  per  Chaldron  on  Coals  45,102     4     z>  93,469     4  ii 

Additional  Duty  on  Candies     32,867     8     53 

Clafs  dittOj  171 1. 

Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs 

New    Stamp  Duties ,.,-,      _     jv,Q,on7M     ? 

*700  1.  per  Week  Lottery  Money ■  18,900     o     oq     y  '   ^-      •>     ■> 

Duty  on  Hides  and  Skins 

10  1.  Lottery,  1712. 

Duty  on  Soap /^'/-5    '-      ^  C    81  co6 

Stamp-Diities  on  Paper  -  — —     8,790   1/   115        '^ 

Clafs  ditto,  I  71  2. 

Additional  Duty  on  Hides 

Duty  on  Wire   and  Starch 

Policiej  of  Infurance     . ,_,,,     ,     ,    ^  no  t-     ah 

A  Moiety  of  the  Duty  of  2  s.  per  lb,         ^  ^    S'''- v/     4'^ 

on  Coffee      

Ditto  4  s.   per  lb.  on  Tea  — 

Hereditary     Excife,    payable- 
Bankers  Annuities     — .      ■  -  '9«927  i?     9 

376.79^     9     I 
Deduifl  to  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  this  Fund  in  the 
Half  Year  ended  at  Lady  D-iV,  1735. —   37»3'S     9     ^ 

3  39>479  19     5 
To  the  Complement  for  compleating  tiie  general  Fund 
of  724,8491.  tii.  lod.  per  Anij.  for  the  half  Year  ended  at 
Lady  Day,  1735.   to  be  made  good  by  Pdrliacae»t.  —  ^2,944  14     o 

362,424  13     5 


[   XXV    ] 

The  Produce  ?.t  the  Exchequer  of  the  Duties  and  Revenues,  which  by  an 
Ail  of  3  Geo.  I.  pag.  303.  were  cha'ged  towards  making  good  ;.  gene- 
ral Yearly  Fund  of  724, 849!.  6s.  :oi.  with  the  Dcficitncy  thereof  and 
the  Overplus  of  the  fame  Gercral  Fur.'J,  ftated  at  Michac'mas,  1735, 
which  Overplus  arifctn  ever  and  above  a';  the  Moneys,  which  then,  or 
before,  became  due  and^-payable,  according  to  fublcquent  A€ls,  out  of 
the  iaid  Duties,  Revenues,  or  General  Futid, 

CRED  ITOR.  /.         s.     J. 

By  Payments  charged  on  the  General  Funds  by  Afls  of 
Parliament,  viz. 
By  the  South  Sea  Companv,  todifcharge  Annuities  at4l. 
per  Cent,  on  the  principal  Sum  of  7,423,  ;o8'.  4s.  lod. 
to  which  the  Suna  of  8,329,291).  2s.  id.  fublcribed  in- 
to their  Capital,  is  reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fame 
906,182!.  7s.  2d.  for  a  proportional  Part  of  the  Sum  of 
4^500,0001.  repaid  to  the  faid  Company,  for  redeeming 
fo  much  of  their  who'e  Capital,  and  the  Annuities  attend- 
ing the  fame,  being  the  Remainder  of  9,534,357!.  13s. 
nd.  to  which  the  Proprietors  ot  certain  Orders  in  the 
four  Lotteries,  i  71  i  and  171  2,  and  the  Debt  du."  to  certain 
BanUer'^and  others,  were  entitled  for  the  half  Year  ended 

Michaelmas  1735. ■  — — 148,462     3     6 

By  ditto  Company,  to  difcharge  Annuities  at  4'.  per 
Cent,  on  the  principal  Sum  ot  667,117!.  in.  7d.  to 
which  the  Sum  of  748,555  1.  19?.  ^  d.  fabfcribed  into 
their  Capital,  is  reduced, by  abating  fron)  the  fanie  81,430!. 
17s.  lod.  fjr  a  proportionable  Part  of  the  Sum  of 
4,500,000!.  repaid  to  the  faid  Company  for  ledeeming  fo 
much  of  tiieir  whole  Capital,  and  the  Annuities  atterding 
the  fame,  beirg  the  Remainder  of  947,5  14!.  7s.  8d.  to 
which  the  Proprietors  ot  certain  Tallies  of  Soi.  weri^  in- 
titled,  that  were  iirucls:  at  the  Exchequer  to  nrike  good 
fundry  Deficiencies,  Anno  1716,  for  the  half  Ycarended 

Michaelma.';  1735. 13.342     6   ic 

By  ditto  Company,  todifcharge  Annuities  ;u4i.  per 
Cent,  on  t'>e  princip;;l  Sum  of  1,079,064!  185.  3d  to 
which  thf"  S'.un  of  1,210,702!.  13?.  8!.  iDblcnbvc;  into 
theirCa]T.c;.i,i;  reduced, by  ab.aing  from  the  ;"mc  1  37.7271. 
I  5s.  4d.  f(.r  a  proportiorial  Part  of  the  Sum  cr  .;.,5co  coo'. 
repaid  to  the  faid  Company  for  redeeming-  'o  rn;;ch  cf 
their  whole  Capital,  and  the  Annuities  attending  t!;e 
fame,  being  the  Rem^.iuder  of  i  ,6c3,98'-.''.  Ss.  id.  10 
which  t*x-  Proprietcrn  of  certair:  Army  Debentu'-c? 
made  forth  to  the  2  l  (t  of  Mr.rch,  J719,  were  entitl-'d  fur 

the   half  Year  ended  Michaelmas  ^^;^■^;.     ■  21,581      c;    i '»' 

By  ditto  Company,  todifcharge  Annuiiies,  of  4/  per 
Cent,  on  the  principal  Sum  of  96,074  /.  05.  o 7.  ro 
which  the  Sum  of  107,802/.  i7>.4d.  lul)lcri!;e(j  into 
their  Capital  is  reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fane 
I  1,728!.  7s.  6d.  for  a  pioportional  Part  of  the  ,'nim  of 
g  4,500,00^1. 


[  xxvi  ] 

4., 500,0001.  repaid  to  the  faid  Company  for  redeeming 
fo  much  of  their  whole  Capital,  and  the  Annuities  attend- 
ing the  fame,  being  the  Remainder  of  1 10,312!.  7s.  4d. 
to  which  the  Proprietors  of  certain  Tallies  of  Sol.  were 
entitled,  that  were  ftruck  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy,  and 
the  viftualling  thereof,  for  the  half  Year  ended  at  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735.     ' ' ^>92i     9     9 

By  ditto  Company,  and  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  of  England  claiming  under  them,  for  the  half 
Year  ended  at  Michaelmas  1735,  on  4267I.  4s.  8d.  per 
Ann.  being  fuch  Part  of  10,5161.  is.  7d.  per  Ann.  Re 
fidue  of  i2,oool.  per  Ann,  allowed  fhem  for  Charge  of 
Management  on  Subfcription  by  the  Ad  of  6  Geo.  I.  as  is 
chargeable  on  this  Eund.     .  ^  2>133    12     4 

By  the  Sufferers  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chriilopher's,  for  An- 
nuities at  the  Rate  of  3I.  psr  Cent,  and  upon  the  principal 
Sum  of  37,821!.  5s.  id.  Refidue  of  141,093!.  15s.  id. 
contained  in  Orders  of  Debentures  made  forth  by  the 
CommilTioners  for  Affairs  of  Trade  and  Plantations  for 
the  half  Year  ended  at  Michaelmas  1735.    . —        567     6     4 

188,008  4  9 
Ballancc  is  the  Overplus,  which  at  or  before  Michaelmas 
1735,  did  arife  by  the  faid  General  Fund  in  this  half  Year, 
(when  the  Sum  of  22,944!.  145.  per  contra  Ihall  be 
made  good  by  Parliament)  over  and  above  fufficient  to  fa- 
tisfy  all  Annuities  ar,d  other  Sums  due  or  payable  out  of 
the  fame,  which  Excefs  or  Surplus  is  carried  to  the  Sink- 
Fund.       ■ . . 174,416     §     7 


mg 


The  Excnequer  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 


362,424  13      5 


DEB  T  O  R.  A        s.     d. 

To  Surplus  Money  unapplied  at  Lady  Day,    1734,  as 
per  Account  for  the  liaif  Year  then  ended     273,o';4  10  2 

To  Surplus  Money  arifen  in  the  half  Year 

ended  at  Michaelmas  1735,  viz.  /.  r.     d. 

Surplus  of  the  Aggregate  Fund,  as  per 
Account  . 409,581    II      4 

Surplus  of  the  South-Sea  Company's 
Fund,  as  per  Account  ■■   ^5>748      i      9 

Surplus  f>f  the  General  Fund,  when 
the  Sum  of  22,944!.  14';.  being  the 
Complement  to  724,849!.  65.  lod. 
(hall  be  made  good,  as  per  Account-^— 174,416     S     7 

- ■     "      649.746     1     9 

922,780  II   II 


[  xxvii  ] 


The  Exchequer  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  per  Contra, 

CREDITOR.  /.        ^$.    d. 

By  Cafh,  paid  for  Intereft  on  the  Milion  lent  on  the 
Credit  of  the  Salt  Duties,  for  the  Supplies  of  the  Year  1734, 
purfuanc  to  the  Adt  7  Geo.  II.  page  104  and  105,  which 
Sum  is  to  be  replaced  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  out  of  the  firft 
Aids  to  be  granted  in  Parliament,  as  per  Claufe  in  the  faid 
A6t,  7  Geo.  11.  page  105,  in  that  Behalf 24,570     2     7 

By  Cafli,  taken  in  Part  of  the  Sum  of  i,coo,oool.  for 
or  towards  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  Service 
of  the  Year  1735,  purfuant  to  the  Aft  8  Geo.  II.  page 
191,  and  192,  in  that  Behalf    '_— -875,265   15     4 

899,835    17  II 
By  Remains  at  Michaelmas  1735,  being  the  Deficiency 
of  the  General    Fund,  Anno  1735,  to  be  made  good  by 

Parliament,     .i. .  -^ »      ■  _— .  — —  22,944  14     o 


922,780  n    II 

This  being  the  26th  Half-yearly  Account  made  up,  purfuant  to  the  Aft 
of  9  Geo.  I.  page  367,  is  humbly  prefented  the  31ft  Day  of  January, 
'734.  by  me, 

7.  S,  On 


[  xxviii  ] 

On  Monday  the  2J  of  February,  {  e-:  p.ige  131)  it  was  ordered  that  the 
propM-  Officer  fhould  lay  b'^fore  the  Houie,  an  Account  of  all  the  public 
Debt  .  at  the  Receipt  of  his  Majelty's  Exchequer,  due  or  ilandmg  out  at 
Chri  mas,  173^,  vvith  the  annual  Intereli  or  Sums  paid  for  the  lame  j  the 
faid  Account  was  accordingly  prefented  on  the  i6ih  of  the  fame  Month, 
ar,d  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table,  to  be  peiufed  by  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe,  and  was  as  foliows : 

An  Account  ofall  the  public  Debts  nt  the  Receipt  of  his  Vhijelly's  F.xche- 
qufT,  due  or  llandii-.g  out  at  Chrilimas,  1735,  with  the  annual  Interell 
or  Sums  paid  for  the  fame. 


Principa', 
Excliequer.  /.         s.     a'. 

Annuities  fur  long  Terms,  being"^ 

tne  Remainder  of  the   original  | 

Si'ir  coniribated  and  unlubfcri-  Z       ->   /- 

b.d  t' the  South-Sea  Company,  <^' '^^^''"^5'    '7    i'^ 

aUt-r  dedudting  what  lias  fallen  j 

in  by  Deaths, , 1 

Aniinuies  for  Lives  with    Bent-fit  -) 

ol  Survivorfhip    being  the  ori-  K. 

ginai  Sum  eor.tr:buted.       >, 

Annuities  payable  upon  two  and'" 

three  Lives,  being  the  Sjm  re-f 

maining  after  deducing  whati 

has   fallen    hy  Deaths.     ■ , 

AnnrJ-ics  at  9  per  Cent,  per  Ann. 

being    the   Remainder  of  the^ 

original   Sum   unfubfcribed    to( 

the  Sjurh-Sea  Company, j 

Ditto  or!    Lottery    1710,    being/ 

the  Remainder,  Sec.     — -  \ 

Annuities   on   the  Plate    Ad,  6^ 

Geo.  prim.  Reg.     . ,  ^^ 

Annuities  on  the  Nevis  and  St.  y 

Chriitopher's  Debentures,  at  3  > 

per  Cent,  per  Ann. 3 

Exchequer  Bills  on  the  Viclual- 


108,100     o     o 


127,899     S     o 


Annua!   Interell, 
or  Sums  paid. 
/.  s.      d. 


7,567     o     o 
i  4,997   18     5 


161, icS     6     S       '4,49^   15     o 


10 


9,^9; 


31  2,000 


ing  Ad,  Anno  1726,  at  3  per  y     481,4000 
Cent,  per    Ann.     , ^ 


2,200     o 


Ditto   made   out  for  the  Intercity 

on  old  Bills  exchanged, >^ 

Annuit'es  at   3!.   los.    per  Cent. ") 

per  Ann.  for  the  Year  1731—^'  4>occ,coo     o 
Duties  on  Salt  continued  An.  1734,  / 

at4l.perCcat.  perAiin.  -1— -C      96-.000     o 


9,836  -:  o 

1^,480  o  • 

1,134  12  9 

14,442  3  o 

14,000  O  G 

38,400  O  o 
Ditto 


[  xxix  ] 

Ditto  Anno  1735,  for  500,000!. 

at  4!.   per  Cent,  per  Ann.  but 

no  Part   of  this  Sum  has  been 

borrowed  during  the  Time  of 

this  Account. 

IScte,  The  Land  Taxes  and 
Duties  on  Malt  being  annual 
Gr  ir.ts,  are  not  charged  in  this 
Account. 

Nor  the  1,-00,000, 1.  charged 
on  the  Deductions  of  6d.  per 
Pound. 

Eaft  India  Company. 
By  twoAdsofParliament9W.Iir.'^ 

and  two  other  Acls  6  and  10  j 

Anns,  but  the  Annuity  grant-  ; 

edby  the  faid  Adls  wasbyan  '^3'^'^°'°°°     °     °       128,000     o     o 

Aft  3  G.  II,  reduced  from  5!.  1 

104!.  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  j 

Bank  of  EngiarJ. 
On  their  original    Fund    at    61.  ? 

per  Lent,  per  Ann.   ^1,600,000     o     o        96,000     o     o 

For  cancelling  Exchequer   Bills,  j 

3  Geo.  I.    at  4  per  Cent,   per  V  ,    -on  r^nn     o     «        c 

Ann.      —_ LI  (-1,300,000     o     o        60,000     o     o 

Puichafed  of  the  Sauch-Sea  Com-> 

pany  at  ditto ^4,000,000     o     o       160,000     o     o 

Annuities  charged  on  the  Duties    i 

on  Coals  fmce  Lady  Day  171 9,  C  1, 750,000     o     o         -to  000     o 

at  4!.  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  Vj  '    '  ° 

Ditto  charged  on   the  Surplus  of  ^ 

tlie   Fund    for    Lottery    1 714,  0 ,250,000  o     o         50,000  o  o 

at4l   per  Cent,  per  Ann.   Vj  :>   >     ^  u  o 

Ditto   for  the  Lottery    i73t,    atn 

3I.  per  Cent,  per   Ann.  trans-  \   800,000  00          2,  o^n  r.  -. 

ferrable  at  the  Bank.  j  ^\,oqo  o  q 

To  them  more  for  Charges  of  Management  of  their  >  "       '-' 

original   Debt      .  ^4000  00  perAim 

For   a   proportionable    Charge    of  Management  of> 

4  ooo,oool.purchafed  of  the  South-Sea  Company.^      9^  3  SPcrAnn, 

South-Sea  Company.  -^ 

On  their  Capita]  Stock  and  An^^ 

nuuies,  by  Ad  9  Geo.  i.         ^29,302,203   5   6         1,172,088  z  3 
41.    per  Cent,   per  Ann.  \  ^ 


Tr 


51,538,298  3  2         2,018,694  4  4 
thrr.  >nore  for  Charges  of  M. -^^^"171^992  l^'^'J^'.i^, 
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The  Tame  Day  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
raife  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  and  refolved,  That 
towards  raifing  the  faid  Supply,  the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum, 
Cyder  and  Perry,  which  by  an  Aft  of  Parliament  of  the  8th 
Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign,  had  Continuance  to  the  24th 
Day  of  June,  1736,  fliould  be  further  continued  and  charged 
upon  all  Malt,  which  fhould  be  mdue,  and  all  Mum  which 
fhould  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  Cydir  and  Perry  which 
fhould  be  made  for  Sale,  within  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, from  the  23d  of  June,  i  736,  to  the  24th  of  fune,  1737; 
which  Refolution  was  next  Day  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe, 
and  a  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  which  was  accordingly 
afterwards  brought  in  and  paffed  as  ufual. 

The  4th  of  Feb.  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf 
again  into  a  Committee,  toconfider  of  the  Supply  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  and  refolved.  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  79.760I, 
3s.  and  9d.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majei^y  for  the  Charge 
of  the  Office  of  Ordnance  for  Land  Service  tor  the  Year  1736, 
and  that  a  Sum  not  exceeding  4590I.  i  3s.  and  8d.  fliould  be 
granted  to  his  Majefly,  for  defraying  the  extraordinary  Ex- 
pence  of  the  OfHce  of  Ordnance  for  Land  Service,  not  provid- 
ed for  by  Parliament. 

On  the  6th,  the  Houfe  refolved.  That  an  humble  Addrefs 
Ihould  be  prefented  to  his  Majelly,  that  he  would  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  give  Direftions  to  the  proper  Officer  or  Offi- 
cers to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  following  Account,  which 
was  accordingly  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  the  25th  of  the 
fame  Month,  and  was  as  follows : 

An  Account  of  what  Duties  or  Impofitions  are  now  payable 
by  any  Aft  or  Afts  of  AfTcmbly,  in  any  of  the  Britifh  Plan- 
tations in  America,  on  the  Importation  and  Exportation 
of  Negroes,  Wines,  and  other  kind  of  Liquors,  or  on  any 
Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandize,  and  Shipping,  dilHn- 
guifhing  each  Duty  or  Impofition,  and  each  Colony  and 
Plantation. 

B  AR  B  AD  O  E  S. 

By  an  Aft  pafTed  in  1663,  an  Import  of  4^  per  Cent,  is 
laid  on  a!!  dead  Commodities  of  the  Growth  of  this  Ifland, 
fnipped  off  the  lame,  payable  in  Specie  for  ever. 

By  an  Aft  pafTed  in  1697,  a  Duty  of  one  Pound  of  Gun- 
powder per  Ton,  is  laid  on  all  Ships  entering  there.  Per- 
petual. 

By  an  Aft  pafTed  in  1705,  a  Duty  of  5s.  a  Head  is  laid 
upon  every  Negro  or  other  Slave  imported. 

An 
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An  A&.  paiTed  in  1715,  lays  a  Tax  of  20I.  upon  ewjr 
Horfe  or  Afs  exporied. 

By  an  Aft  palltd  171 5,  the  following  Duties  are  impofed 
on  Goods  imported,  that  are  not  of  the  Growth  of  theBritiih 
Colonies.  On  every  Cwt.  of  Mulcovado  Sugar,  12s.  6d. 
Cwt.  ot  imported  Sugar,  il.  5s.  Gallon  of  Moiafles,  is,  6d, 
Gallon  of  Rum,  2s.  Pound  of  Cotton,  6d.  Pound  of  Alloes, 
IS   6i.   Cwt.  of  fcraped  Ginger,   il.   Cwt.  of  icalded  ditto, 

I  OS 

It  appears  by  an  Account  received  from  Mr.  Dottin,  Pre- 
fid Ti  jt  the  v.-ounciI,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  this  f- 
(lir.a,  tha:  it)  1735,  there  was,  by  vertue  of  an  Aft  of  the  I- 
flu.id,  the  fo.  avv;ng  Duties  paid  upon  the  Importation  of  Li- 
qi  ^i;;  not  oi  tiii  Growth  of  Europe,  imported  in  Britifli  Ship- 
ping. Ontivery  Pipe  of  Wine  4I.  I03.  Ton  of  Mum  2I.  15s. 
Toil  ofBtv-s  Ale.  Cyder,  or  Perry,  il.  5s.  Gallon  of  Brandy 
or  ct'ier  Spirits  is.  Twelve  Quart  Bottles  of  any  Wine  2S. 
Of  Bser,  Ale,  Cyder  or  perry  is.  Of  Mum  is.  9d. 

But  the  Aft  for  this  Purpofe  has  not  been  tranfmitted  to 
the  Plantation  Oifice. 

Sf.   CHRISTOPHERS. 

By  an  Aft  paffed  in  1727,  an  Tm;  0":  of  4^  per  Cent,  is 
laid  upon  all  Commodities  of  'f-.t  CroA'.:.  of  the  Ifland, 
Ihipped  off  the  fame,  and  payable  .r.  o^^wCie  for  ever. 

By  an  Aft  pafied  in  1732,  every  Ship  entering  there,  fliall 
pay  haif  a  Pound  of  Gunpowder,  and  one  Shilling  current 
Money  per  Ton. 

And  a  Fuzil  or  30s.  current  Money  for  every  100  Tons, 
and  4d.  current  Money  for  every  Ton  under  or  over  every 
hundred  Tons,  befides  the  Powder  Duty. 

By  an  Aft  palled  in  1722,  and  by  another  Aft  paffed  in 
1732,  the  following  Impolh  on  Liquors  are  collefted.  Cur- 
rent Money . 

On  every  Pipe  of  Madeira  Wine  imported,  2I.  Every  Pipe 
of  the  Welicrn  Iflinds,  or  mixt  witii  it,  3I.  Every  Ton  of 
French,  Rhenifh,  or  Spanifh,  5  i.  Every  7'on  of  Beer,  2I.  Eve- 
ry Dozen  Bottles  of  Wine,  is  6(J.  Every  Gallon  of  Rum, 
2s.  6d.  Of  Brandy,  is.  Of  Mum,  6d.  Beer,  Ale  and  Cyder, 
every  12  Boules,  i£.  6d. 

J  NTI  G  U  A. 

By  an  Aft  pafTed  in  1668,  an  Impofl  of  4d.  halfpenny  per 
Cent,  is  laid  in  Specie  on  Commodities  ot  the  Growth  oi 
the  llland  exported.      Perpetual. 

By  an  Aft  paflcd  in  1676,  every  VefTel  enf.erirg  there,  i^ 
to  pay  one  Pound  of  Gun-powder  per  Ten, 
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Bv  an  A&.  pafled  in  1697,  an  Import  is  laid  on  all  Liquors 
imported. 

Madeira  Wines  per  Pipe  zl.  Of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  or 
mixc  tlierevvith,  ptr  Pipe  4I.  French,  Rhenifh,  or  Spanifh, 
per  Ton  81.  And  if  bottled,  per  Dozen  zs.  Beer,  Ale,  and 
Cydtr  perTon  2I.  if  bottled,  per  Do2en  is.  Every  Galion 
of  Mum  4d.  of  Brandy  zs.  6d.  of  Rum  zs.  Half  the  Duty 
to  be  drawn  back  on  Re-exportation. 

By  an  Ad  paficd  in  1721,  Goods  of  the  Produce  of  the 
French  iflands  imported  to  Antigua,  pay  as  follows.  : 

Every  Pound  of  refined  Sugar  gd.  Cwt.  of  llrained  or 
Mulcovado  Sugar  qs.  Pound  of  l^umpor  Powder'd  Sugar  4-^. 
half-penny.  Molafles  per  Gallon  6d,  Cotton  per  Pound  6d. 
Ginger  per  Cwt.  5s. 

By  an  AS.  pafled  in  1726  7,  an  additional  Duty  of  20s. 
per  Pipe  is  laid  on  all  Madeira  Wine. 

N  E  r  IS. 

By  an  A£l  paffed  in  1675,  ^^  Impoft  of  id.  half-penny  per 
Cent,  is  laid  in  Specie  on  all  the  Commodities  of  the  Growth 
of  the  Iflind  exported.      Perpetuil. 

By  an  Aft  palTcd  in  1699,  a  Duty  of  one  Pound  of  Pillol 
Powder  per  Ton  is  laid  on  every  X'efTel  entering  and  flaying 
48  Hours.      And  one  Fuzil  fjr  every  100  Tons 

By  another  Aft  pafled  in  1699,  a  Duty  or  Impofl  is  laid 
on  every  Gallon  of  Rum  imported  zs.  Gallon  of  MoIafTes 
imported  4d. 

By  an  Aft  pafled  in  171  7,  the  fullowing  Commodities  of 
the  Produce  of  the  French  iflands,  imported  into  Nevis,  or 
re-lhipped  or  removed  from  one  Ship  to  another  in  the  Har- 
bours there,  fhall    pay. 

Every  Cwt.  of  White  Sugar  ics.  Cwt.  of  Brown  ditto  65. 
Every  Gallon  of  Rum  65.  Gallon  of  iMoiafTes  is. 

By  an  Aft  pail'cd  in  I'^ZJ,  an  Impolt  is  laid  on  every  Pipe 
of  Madeira  Wine  imported  2I.  Of  the  Wellem  Iflmds,  or 
mixt  therewith  4s.  On  every  Ton  of  French,  Rheniili,  Spa- 
nifh, Italian,  and  Canary  8!.  If  bottled,  per  Dozen  2S. 
Every  Ton  of  Beer,  Ale.  and  Cyder  in  Cafli  zs.  Jf  bottled, 
per  Dozen  Quarts   is.   Ton  of  Rum  3s. 

This  Aft  was  to  expire  in  1728,  but  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  fince  continued  by  fublequ^rnt  Afts,  beculc  it  appears 
by  the  Trealurer's  Account  in  1735,  ^^^^  '^"^"  Duties  were 
then  collefted  ;  but  the  Aft  for  continuing  the  fame  has  not 
been  tranlmitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

MO  NTS  ERR  J  T. 
By  an  Aft   piifl'ed  in  1668,  an  Impoll  of  4d.  halfpenny 

per 
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per  Cent,  is  laid  in  Specie  on  the  Commodicics  of  the  Growth 
of  this  Ifi'!"*  e.f  ported.      Perpetual. 

By  on  .'ict  pfTed  in  1734,  upon  every  Pipe  of  Wine  im- 
porteti,  2.^.  Every  Ton  of  Beer,  2s.  Every  iweive  Bottles  of 
Bter,  is.  Barrel  of  Cyder,  2s  6d. 

J  AM  A  IC  A. 

By  an  Aft  paffed  in  1728.      PerpetviHl. 

The  following  D't'tic;  or  Impoils  are  laid  on  every  Ton 
of  Spanifh,  or  M-'ideira  V/ine,  b\.  Ton  of  tiie  VVellern  lilinds 
or  Azores,  or  inixt  therewith,  12I.  Ton  of  French,  Rtit-niih, 
or  Portugal,  1;!.  Every  Gailoh  of  Brandy,  Arrack  or  other 
Spirits,  15.  6d.  Every  Ton  of  Btcr,  A!e.  or  Cyder,  zl.  To.a 
of  iVlum  or  Meth^-glir,  3).  Cvvt.  of  Gir.ger,  i^s.  Cut.  of 
iMufcovado,  or  Pannee!  Sugar,  33.  Pound  of  rthned  Sagar, 
6d.  Of  Tobacco,  4d.  Oflndico,  3d.  Cotton  3d.  Cw:  Oi  Co- 
coa in  Vefiels  belonging  to  the  liland,  T5S.  In  any  other  Vcf- 
k\,  il. 

Ai!  Veflel.s  entering  inwards  from  any  Place  to  the  North- 
ward of  the  Tropic  of  Cancer,  one  Pound  of  Gun-powder 
per  Ton  er.ch  Voyage. 

All  Vcfle's  trading  only  to  ti;e  Southward  of  the  Tropic 
of  Cancer,  one  Pourd  of  Cjun-powder  per  Von  per  Annum. 

By  temporary  Aft';  piffcd  in  173.1,  and  1739,  an  Inipoft 
is  laid  on  every  Slave  imported,  of  il.  payable  to  the  Pur- 
chafer. 

B  A  H  A  M  A  S. 

Bv  an  AQ:  pafled  in  1734,  ^^-^  fulicwing  Duties  are  coi- 
Icftcd. 

Every  Negro  imported  dir;ft]y  from  Afric),  6s.  Tf  im- 
ported from  any  Colony  in  Airerica,  having  refidei'  thero  fix: 
Months  ard  iipwa.-ds,  ;i.  it  not  relided  there  fix  'vTonths, 
then  but  63  f^vt-ry  Pipe  of  Wine  of  the  Madeira  or  Vv^eih»ra 
Ifiands  il.4d.   Beer,  and  Cycier,  per  Barrel,  is,  6d. 

All  Ships  and  Vefit-ls  not  built  in  thofe  Ifiands,  thr.t  fhali 
arrive  there,  ordep-irt  frcn  th<;nce,  and  lliali  put  on  Shore,  ov 
take  on  board  Goods   wiiich  fliiill  pay  per  Ton  ca.h  V'cvape 

IG.   6d. 

Dutic:  on  Good-  exported. 
On   every  EuHiei    of  Snit,    id.    Ev<.iy   Foot    of   one  Ii:ch 
Plaiik,  !;.  6d.  Aii  l-*!ank  thicker  or  thinner  to  niy  in  kropcf- 
tion.      Every  :  co  i'ee:  of  I'lrnocr,  6).      Torioil'e,  9k 

B  E  R  ulU  DA. 

By  an  Ad:   pHd'cd    m  1690    ur    lOg   ,  ard  two  additional 

Acls  to  it.  paik'l  u,  1703  a(.d  17^3,  evi.  "y  V'::!^-:  b'iicr.iTi'-j  to 

the  Jlland  ui.Ucr  sc  Tom,  Ih.i'l  pay  tacii  V  ^-^''.ige  -H-  k,  aijov: 

h  40 
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By  an  At\  paficd  in  1701^,  nn  ImpoH  is  Uid  on  tiie  follow- 
ing Goods  exported  for  the  Uie  of  the  College  ertdcd  in 
that  Coiony,  viz. 

On  every  raw  Hide  exported,  :^,V.  tanred  ditto,  6d.  dreft 
Buck  Skin,  i,/.  ludipenny,  ur.dicli  ditto,  irf'.  drelt  Doc  Skin. 
i<y.  hnlfpenny.  IJndreil  ditto  ^qr.'. Pound  of  Bever,  ^d.O:hei- 
Skin,  2<.y.  Wild  Cat  Skin,  id.  haifpenny.  Mink  Sicui,  id. 
Fox,  id.  hilfpenny,  12  Racoon  Skins,  ■^d.  izMuflcRat,  zd. 
every  Elk  Skin,  j^d.  halfpenny. 

An  Aftpifled  in  1726,  lays  a  Duty  on  Liquors  imported. 
Fart  expired  ;  but  by  that  Part  of  it  Itill  in  Force, 

Every  GciHon  of  Rum.  Brandy,  anJ  other  diitilled  Spirits 
imported,  and  everyCallon  of  Wine,  pays  until  tlieYear  1737, 
id.  Sieijing. 

By  an  Aifcpaffed  in  1732.  every  Gallon  of  Rum,  Brandy, 
and  other  dilliiled  Spirits,  Dv.d  every  GaUon  of  Wine,  (nail 
pay  ^d.  Sterling,  except  fuch  Liquors  as  are  imoortiJ  di~ 
redtlyfjom  Great  Biitain. 

M  J  RTL  A  N  D. 

By  an  AiX  palled  in  1704,  a  Dury  o\  zs.  per  Hcgfncad  is 
laid  on  all  Tobacco  cxpor.td,  hall  to  the  Pioprietorj  and 
had  to  the  Governor. 

By  an  Ad  palled  in  1704,  all  Penons  not  being  Inhabi- 
tants in  the  Province,  and  exporting  "Uttcf,  Pork,  or  Bacon, 
fiiuii  pay,  for  dried  Beef  and  Cacon,  per  Cwt.  i/.  undried 
Pork  and  Beef,  per  Barrel,  i .-. 

By  an  Ad  paffjd  in  17C4,  a  Duty  of  ^d.  per  Ton  is  laid 
upon  the  Tonacre  oJ  &li  Snips  entering  that  Province,  except 
fuch  as,  bonaf.de,  were  built  in,  or  belong  to  the  People  cf 
that  Province. 

By  an  Aift  pilTed  in  17:5,  a  Duty  is  laid  on  the  fcU^wing 
Ct'  od    m:   orted,  viz. 

On  every  Gallon  of  Rum,  Spirits,  Wine  and  B:andy  im- 
ported by  Lar.c,  C/d  by  vVater,  ^d.  every  Irifa  Servant  im- 
porte-i,  IS.  Negro,  u.  Sterling. 

Tne  Government  of  this  Province  is  in  a  Proprietor,  who 
is  not  obliged  by  his  Chaiter  to  tranfmit  to  the  Crown  fuch 
Law'-  as  are  paifed  there,  for  Approbition  or  Diiallowance, 
but  t.'ie  Proprietor  being  a  Ron^an  Catholic  in  16S9,  King 
Wiiiiani  and  Queen  Mary  took  the  Province  under  their  Pro- 
teftion.  and  ppointed  a  Governor,  and  Queen  Anne  did  the 
fame;  and  during  that  Time  the  Laws  cf  the  Province  were 
trr.nlniitted  lor  Approbation,  amongft  which  the  foregoing 
are  found. 

P  E  NS  I  LVA  N  1  J. 

Is  a  Proprietarv  Government,  and  there  are  no  A61s  of 

thi 
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this    Province   tranfmuted   to  the  Plantation-Office,  laying 
Duties  oi  importation  or  Exportation. 

NEW    J  E  RS  E  r. 

By  an  .Aft  paff'd  in  1725,  a  Duty  h  laid  on  the  follow- 
jng  Goods  exported. 

On  every  Biilhe!  of  Wheat  or  Wheat-Meal  unbolted,  is. 
every  ioooS:aves  of  35  Inches  long,  or  under,  15^.  it  above 
■2.:;,  and  undergo  Inches  long,  i/.  above  45  and  under  56, 
i/.  10/.  56  Inche?  long  and  upwards,  2/.  1000  of  heading 
ot  any  Sort,  i/.  10^.  Bolt  that  Staves  or  Heading  can  be 
made  of,  9^. 

By  an  Ad  pafied  in  1730,  lays  a  Duty  on  the  Importation 
of  eVL'ry  Perfon  convifted  of  ivlurder,  Felony,  &c.  5/. 

By  an  Ad  palTed  in  1733,  a  Duty  of  40  Snillings  per 
Ton  is  laid  on  ail  Copper  exported  to  any  other  Plantation. 

NE  W-ro  R  K. 

A  Duty  is  laid  on  the  Importation,  on  every  Slave  four 
Years  old  and  upwards,  dirediy  from  Africa,  2/.  from  all  o- 
tKei  Phices,  4/.  Pipe  of  Wine,  2/,  5^,  Gallon  of  Rum,  Bran- 
dy,  or  other  cl;iiiird  Liquors  or  Shi  ub,  2^. iialfpenny.  Gallon 
of  P.om  or  Spirits  diltilled  in  the  Province,  wholly  or  in  Part 
from  Molaifts,  2d.  halfpenny,  100/.  Value  of  European  or 
Indian  Goods  imported  from  the  Britifn  iflands  in  the  Weft- 
1 II  lies,  ^/,    Cvvt.  of  Cocoa,  4J. 

]iy  an  All  pafFed  in  1732,  a  Duty  is  laid  on  every  Piece 
ofStroudb  fold  at  Ofwego,  los    on  every  Gallon  of  Rum,  is. 

By  an  Afl  pafTcd  in  1734,  ^  Duty  of  3^.  current  Money 
per  Ton,  is  iaid  on  all  Veflels  entering  in,  or  clearing  out,  ex- 
cept VefTels  built  in  the  Colony,  or  wholly  owned  by  the  In- 
habitants thereof,  or  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain;  and 
coaiHng  VefTels  between  Cape  Henlopen  and  New  Plamp- 
fhire  inclafive,  and  Whaling  VefTels. 

By  another  Aft  pafTed  in  1734.  a  Duty  is  laid  on  empty 
CaC<s  impo.'-trd.  On  every  empty  Hogfliead,  ir.  6d.  Ligiit 
'ievice,  IS.  Barrel  or  fmallcr  Cafk,  g^/.  Flour  or  Bread  Bar- 
rel, is    Picur  or  Bread  half  Barrel,  yd.  halfpenny. 

By  an  A6t  paiTed  in  1734,  a  Duty  is  laid  on  every  Barrel 
of  Cyder  imported,  i^.  on  every  Barrel  of  Pork,  3/.  on  eve- 
ry Barrel  of  Beef,  zs.  with  an  Jj^xemption  in  Favour  of  Cyder, 
Pork,  and  Betf,  from  N1.W  York. 

MJSS  y^CHUS  E  TS. 
By  an  Aft  pafTed  in  1734,  the  following  Duties  were  laid 
en  Goods  and   Merchandizes  imported,  and  on  the  Tonnage 
of  Shipping,  viz.  On  every  Pipe   of  Wine  from  the  Wcltern 

Ifl.nds, 
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By  an  At\  paCcd  in  170-^,  nn  Jmpoft  is  hid  on  t!ie  follow- 
injv  Cjoodt  exported  lor  the  Ule  of  the  College  ercded  in 
that  t. oiony,   viz. 

On  evi-ty  raw  h'ide  exported,  ;^.Y.  tanred  ditto,  6J.  drell 
Buck  Skin,  \J.  !...Iipfnuy,  uiidicli  ditto,  irf".  drelt  Doc  vSkin, 
i.y.  hnlfpenny.  Undrell  ditto -^  qrf. Pound  of  Bever,  -^d.Oiher 
Skin,  zd.  Wild  Cat  Skin,  i./.  haifpcDny,  Mink  Skin,  iJ. 
Fox,'i/  hilfpenny,  12  Racoon  Skiua,  ^d.  i  2  Alufk  Rat,  2^, 
every  K!k  Sk'in.  j^a.  halfpenny. 

An  Ad  piflt-d  in  1726,  lays  a  Duty  on  Liquors  imported. 
Fart  expired  ;  but  by  that  P.ut  of  it  Itill  in  Force, 

F.vi-rv  Ciiil'on  of  P.iiin,  Brandy,  ."nd  other  diftijled  Spirits 
imported,  pnd  evcryCillon  of  Wine,  pays  until  theYear  1737, 
id.  Sum  ling. 

By  an  Aft  pi  (Ted  in  1732.  every  Gallon  of  Rum,  Brandy, 
ar.d  other  dilliiled  $pi^it^,  and  every  GaUon  of  Wine,  fhalJ 
pay  3.-^'.  Stcriini';.  except  fuch  Liquors  as  are  imported  di- 
xeith  from  Great  Butaiii. 

M  J  RTL  A  N  D. 

By  an  Ad  palled  in  1 704.  a  Duty  of  2/.  per  Hogfncad  is 
laid  on  a!l  Tobacco  cxpor.td,  half  to  the  pjoprietor,  and 
ha.f  to  the  Governor. 

By  an  Ad  p.TlTed  in  1704,  all  Perfons  not  being  Inhabi- 
tants  in  the  Province,  aiid  exporting  Beef,  Pork,  or  Bacon, 
flia'd  pay,  for  dried  Beef  and  Bacou,  per  C'wt.  w.  undried 
Pork  and  Beef,  per  Barrel,  i  r. 

By  an  Ad  pp.iled  in  17C4.  a  Duty  of  3^.  per  Ton  is  laid 
upon  the  Tcnaee  or  til  .Snips  entering  that  Province,  except 
fuch  as,  honaf.de,  were  built  in,  or  belong  to  the  People  cf 
tli-'C  Province. 

By  an  Ad  polled  in  i  71  c,  a  Duty  is  l:iid  on  the  foliowing 
G'  ud    m;   c,  ted,  viz. 

Oncviry  t^jadon  of  Rum,  Spirits,  Wine  and  Brandy  im- 
pcrted  by  Lar.d,  Cjd  by  Vv'ater,  3/  every  Iriiii  Servant  im- 
p.;rtf;,  \s.  Negro,  u.  Sterling. 

'1  ne  G.;Vcrni;icr,t  of  this  Pravince  is  in  a  Proprietor,  who 
is  nor  obliged  by  hi.s  Charter  to  tranfnuit  to  the  Crown  fuch 
L;iw-  as  are  paiied  there,  for  Approbation  or  Dilallowance, 
but.  :;:e  Proprietor  being  a  Roman  Catholic  in  1689,  King 
V\  j._ian:i  and  Qncen  Mary  took  the  Province  under  their  Pro- 
tidticn.  and  ppointed  a  Governor,  and  Queen  Anne  did  the 
ia:iir;  and  during",  th^t 'Idme  the  Law5  cf  the  Province  were 
trr.r^imittcd  lor  Approbation,  amongft  which  the  foregoing 
are  found. 

PEKSILVANIJ. 
Is  a  Proprietary  Government,  and  there  are  no  Ads  of 

thi 
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this    Province   tranfmicted   to  the  PJantation-Office,  laying 
Duties  ot  Importation  or  Exportation. 

NEW    JERSEY. 

By  an  Aft  paffcd  in  1725,  a  Duty  is  laid  on  the  follow- 
jng  Goods  exported. 

On  every  Bufhe!  of  Wheat  or  Wheat-Meal  unbolted,  \s. 
every  lOOoScaves  of  35  Irenes  long,  or  under,  i  ^j.  it  above 
c!^,  and  under  46  Inches  long,  i/.  above  45  and  under  56, 
1/.  los.  56  inches  long  and  upwards,  2/.  1000  of  heading 
of  any  Sort,  i/.  \os.  Bolt  that  Staves  or  Heading  can  be 
made  of,  ()d. 

By  an  ASt  pafied  in  1730,  lays  a  Duty  on  the  Importation 
of  every  Perfon  convifted  of  Murditr,  Felony,  Sec.  5/. 

By  an  A(it  paffed  in  1733,  a  Dity  of  40  Snillings  per 
Ton  is  laid  on  ail  Copper  exported  to  any  other  Plantation. 

NE  W-TO  R  K. 

A  Duty  is  laid  on  the  Importation,  on  every  Slave  four 
Years  old  and  upwards,  dire<Sl!y  from  Africa,  2/.  from  all  o- 
thcr  Pieces,  4A  Pipe  of  Wine,  2/,  5J,  Gallon  of  Rum,  Bran- 
dy, or  other  d;{iiird  Liquors  or  Shrub,  2(/.i!aifpenny.  Gallon 
of  l-^Qm  or  Spirits  diltilkd  in  the  Province,  wholly  or  in  Part 
from  Molalfes,  zd.  halfpenny,  lool.  Value  of  European  or 
Indian  Goods  imported  from  the  Britilli  Iflands  in  the  Well- 
Iri  lies,  5/,    Cwt.  of  Cocoa,  45. 

By  an  Aft  pafied  in  1732,  a  Duty  is  laid  on  every  Piece 
ofStrouds  fold  at  Ofwego,  10/.  on  every  Gallon  of  Rum,  is. 

By  an  Adl  pafied  in  1734,  a  Duty  of  3^.  current  Money 
per  Ton,  is  laid  on  all  Vefiels  entering  in,  or  clearing  out,  ex- 
cept Vcfi!els  built  in  the  Colony,  or  wholly  owned  by  the  In- 
habitant; thereof,  or  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain;  and 
coallirig  Vefieis  between  Cape  Heniopen  and  New  Plamp- 
Ihire  inclafive,  and  Whaling  Vefich. 

By  another  Aft  pafied  in  1734.  a  Duty  is  laid  on  empty 
Cafes  imported.  On  every  empty  Hogfliead,  is.  6d.  Ligiit 
'ievice,  i^.  Barrel  or  fmaller  Calk,  gd'.  Flour  or  Bread  Bar- 
rel. \s    Flour  or  Bread  half  Barrel,  yd.  halfpenny. 

By  an  Aft  naifed  in  1734,  a  Duty  is  laid  on  every  Barrel 
cf  Cyder  imported,  is.  on  every  Barrel  of  Pork,  3/.  on  eve- 
ry Barrel  ol  l^eef,  zs.  with  an  Exemption  in  Favour  of  Cyder, 
Pork,  and  Betf,  from  NcW  York. 

M  ASS  ACHU  S  Ers. 
Bysn  Aft  pafl^ed  in  1734,  the  following  Duties  were  laid 
on  Goods  and   Merchandizes  imported,  and  on  the  Tonnage 
cf  Shipping,  viz.  On  every  Pipe  of  Wine  from  the  Wcltern 

Ifl.nds, 
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Jflands,  i/.  ins.  the  Caniries,  2/.  5/.  Madeira,  1/  75/.  and 
all  other  Sorts,  1/.  i  5^.  Hogrhe-id  of  Rum,  1/  i  oj.  Sugar, 
2s.  iVIolaffes,  u.  Tobacco,  1/.  ijj.  Ton  of  Logwood,  35. 
on  all  other  Good  ,  3^.  on  every  20/.  Value  ;  all  Goods  im^ 
ported  from  Great  Britain  expefted. 

Ail  MolaiTcj  and  Rum  belonging  to  Foreigners  fliall  pay, 
for  every  Hogfhead  of  MoIafTes,  5/.  of  Rum,  6/.  AH  fuch 
Liquors  or  Goods  ini  ported  from  any  other  Place  than  of  their 
Growth,  fhall  pay  double. 

Every  Vcflel  coming  to  Trade  in  this  Province,  (except 
Ships  allowed  in  the  Province,  or  belonging  to  Great  Britain, 
or  to  Penfylvania,  New  jerfy,  New  Yovlc,  Com  efticut, 
Rhode-Illand,  or  New  Hampfhire,)  fhall  pty  each  Voyage 
5/.  per  Ton,  or  one  Pound  of  good  new  Piitol  Powder  for 
every  Ton  Bu''then,  (laving 'for  that  Part  owned  in  Great 
Britain  or  this  Province,  or  the  aforeiaid  Government.-)  which 
are  exempted. 

N  E  TF   H  JMP  S  H  I  R  E: 

By  nn  Aft  palled  in  1702,  a  Duty  is  laid  on  the  Tonage 
of  all  Shipping,  viz.  one  Pound  of  good  new  Gun-powder  m 
Specie,  for  each  Ton  fucli  \  eiTel  contains. 

N  0  F  J    S  C  O  T  I  J. 
A   new  Government  not  ((efficiently  (ettlcd  to  efatliilh  an 
AfTembly,  and  therefore  cannot  make  Laws  or  raiie  Taxes. 

,  N  E  JFFO  U  N  D  L  AN  D. 

Not  allowed  to  inHke  Laws,  nor  feveral  other  Privileges 
enjoy'd  by  other  Plantations. 

Xntz"-  on  the      On  tiie  i  ith,  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf 
^'''PF'y-  again  into  a  Committee,  toconfidcr  of  the  Supply  granted  to 

his  iMajefty,  and  came  to  the  following  Reflations : 

1.  l~hat  a  Sum  not  exceeding  217,269/.  aj.  \ocI  fliould 
be  granted  toliis  Majelly  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  (in- 
cluding Half  pay  to  Sea  Oflkcr;)  for  the  V'car  1736. 

2.  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  io,coo/.  fhoulu  be  granted 
to  hi.s  Majeiiy  upon  Account,  towards  the  Su;;p;  re  of  the  Rcva! 
tiofpital  of  Grienwich,  for  the  better  Maintenance  of  he 
Seamen  of  ihe  faid  Hofpital,  worn  out  and  become  decrepid 
in  the  Service  of  their  Country. 

3.  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  24,5; iP/.  10.'.  fliou'd  be 
granted  to  liis  Majefty  upon  Account,  for  Oat-Penfioners  of 
Chelfea  Kolpitai,for  the  Yt-ar  1736,  which  Refolutions  were 
next  Day  agreed  to  by  the  Iloule. 

!^o;thv  ark.  The  Ifoufe,  having  on  the  loth,  begun  to  hear  the  Matter 

ci.c'ion.  q|-  jj,g  Petition  of  Pilchard  Sheppard,  Lfq;  complaining  of  an 

undue 


[  xxxix  ] 

undue  Eltdllon  and  Return  for  the  Borough  of  Southwark, 
in  the  County  of  Surry,  in  purfuance  of  the  Order  of 
the  Huufe,  aud  hav.ng  proceeded  in  the  faid  Pkaring  on 
the  Thurfday  fcllovvirg,the  Pecitioner,  afcer  he  had  examined 
all  his  VVicneiTes  in  bupport  of  his  Petition,  w..s  adviied  to 
give  up  the  Affair;  whereupon  Mr.  Heathcote,  the  then  fit- 
ting Member,  was  prevailed  on  not  to  give  the  Houfe  the 
Trouble  of  examining  any  Witncfl'esin  Support  of  his  Right, 
or  to  pufh  the  Affair  any  further;  To  that  on  tiie  Tueiday  af- 
ter, being  the  17th,  tlielioufe  refolved,  nern.  con.  that  George 
Ileaihcoie,  Ei'q;  was  duly  eledled  a  Eurgel's  to  ferve  in  this 
prefent  Parliament  for  the  Eorough  of  Southwark,  in  the 
County  ofSuiry. 

On  the  igch,  his  Majefty  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  Royal  Afilnt 
gave  the  Royal  AlTer.c  to  the  hdi  for  cor.tinuing  the  Duties  S'^^n  to  levt- 
on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry,  in  that  Part  of  Great  Bri- '"      '^'^* 
taincj-  ed  Eng  and  ;  and  fjr  granting  to  his  Majelly  certain 
Duties  upon   Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry,   in  that  Part  cf 
Great   Britain  called  Scotland,  for  the  Service  cf  the  Year 
1736, 

'i  he  2orh,  Sir  John  Rufhout  prefented  to  that  Houfe  (ac-  RI!  forregn- 
cording  to  Order)  a  Eill  for  the  farther  regulatirg  Eitdions^-'^^  S^^^'-cfJi'n* 
of  Members  to  I'erve  for  the  Commons  in  Pnrliament,  in  that 
Part  of  Great  B.itnin  called  Ergland,  containing  fome  Re- 
gulations for  preventing  Diipuies  about  Eledions,  efpecial;y 
with  refpecl  to  Counties.  7  his  Bill  was  then  received,  read 
a  firii  tune,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  :  On  the  Thurfday 
following  It  w,.3  read  a  itcond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted :  On  WedneidiV  the  24th  of  March,  the  Houfe  refolv- 
ed itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  faid  Bill,  and  made  fome 
Pr&grcfs ;  but  as  it  is  very  difHcuIt  to  frame  a  Bill  cf  that 
Nature,  fo  as  to  prevent  any  danger  of  Grievances  arifirg 
from  it,  fomeDifucukies  Were  ilarted  in  the  Committee, which 
occafioned  the  por.poning  of  the  Bid  to  another  Seflion. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  (See  page  i48jthe  Houfe  lefolv-  Votes  on  the 
cd  itfelf  into  a  Cp!i,mi-.:te,  v>  coniidtr  further  cf  the  Supply  Sup]ly, 
granted  to  his  Majcily  ;  and  came  to  the  following  Rtiom- 
tions,  viz. 

1.  '1  h:..tthe  Sum  of  56,250/.  fnou'd  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  Oil  Accour.'t  ciu'io  S.^bfidy  pay,',b  e  to  ine  i\,inu^  of  Den- 
mark, p'-nlu^nt  lO  iiie 'I.  reaty  bcarii.g  l;ate  ihc  29:!!  Day  cf 
Septend/er,  1734,  'Or  the  Service  ot  tne  Ye:,r  1736. 

2.  1  l-at  a  Sum  not  exceeding  46,700/  \'is.  (hcuid  be 
grarited  ro  his  M  jeity,  upon  At/ uunc  lor  re..  u,.eu  Officers  of 
his  M  j^i'y'-    L;  r.d  P'-tc  s  and  iVIaruies,  fjr  tiie  Ve;jr   1736. 

3.  '1  nat  a  S'lm  no^  e/ceedirg  30/8  ili.iuld  be  granted  to 
his  M:  jelly,  furpayirgof  Ptnii^as  to  the  Widov.i  of  iuch 

reduced 
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reduced  Officers  oF  Ms  M:.jelly's  Land  Forces  and  Marinei, 
as  died  upon  the  ]^^l!ab:in)hient  of  liulf-pfy  in  Great  Britain, 
(and  who  vvcrc  married  to  them  belore  the  25th  Day  of"  De- 
cember, 1 71 6)  for  the  Year  1736, 

4.  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  21.096/.  gs.  f?/  fliould  be 
granted  to  his  Mnjclty,  to  make  good  the  Deficiencies  of  the 
Grants  for  the  Sfrvice  of  the  Year  173  s- 

Which  Refoiutionh  were  next  Day  reported,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Moufe. 

The  fame  Day  it  wn?  ordered  that  the  proper  Officer  ihcuJd 
by  before  the  Iloule  an  Account  of  the  feveral  Sorts  and 
Quantities  of  Corn,  which  had  been  exported  from  Chriflma?, 
1 7^4,  to  Chriihnas,  1736;  as  alfo  from  what  I'iaces  and 
Fort?,  and  in  what  Quantities  they  had  been  expoited,  toge- 
ther with  an  Account  of  the  Bounty  that  had  been  paid 
thereon. 

This  Account  was  prefenttd  on  Monday  the  Hth  of  M:.."ch, 
and  vvaG  as  follow.s  viz. 
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Feb.   27th,    (See  page  149)    That  towards   raifing   the  Two  Shillings 
Suppfy  granted  to  his  Majelty,  the  Sum  of  two  Shillings  '"  La-id  T^x  vo- 
the  Pound,  and  no  more,  ftiould  be  raifed  in  the  Year  1736,  ^^.j^ 
upon  L:inds,  Tenements,  Hereditaments,  Penfions,  Offices, 
and  perfonal   Ertates,  in  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  in  Waies,  and    in  the  Town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed ;  and  that  a   proportional   Clafs  ("according  to  the 
ninth  Article   of  the  Treaty  of  Union)  fhould  be  laid  upon 
that  Pirtof  Great  Britain  called  Scotland. 

And  then  a  Bill  or  Bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  pur- 
fuar;  to  tne  (aid  Refolutions. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  his  Honour  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  Mortmain  Rill 
moved  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  reftrain  the  Difpofition  bro.;g  t  m  by 
of  Lands,   whereby  the  fame  become  unalienable;  which  .'fj.-'"  ""^^  ^  •^^■' 
was  accordingly  granted,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  Mr. 
Ord,  Mr   Glanvil ie,  and  Mr.  Plumer,  were  ordered  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  fame.     This  Bill  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  by  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  on  the  loth  of  the  fame 
Month,  and  being  received,  was  then  read  a  firit  Time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read   a  fecond  Time.     Next  D.iy  the  Hoafe 
ordered  the  faid  Bill  to  be  printed,  and  it  was  read  a  fecond 
Time  on  the  i8th,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houie. 

From  the  17th  of  this  Month  to  the  6th  of  the  next,  Peti- 
tions againft  the  Quakers  Tythe  Bill  (See  page  152  and  174) 
were  received  from  half  the  Clergy  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  fecond  reading  of  the  faid  Bill  having  been  put  off  Proceedngs 
to  Monday  the  i  2th  of  April,  after  reading  the  Order  of  thenntheQ^uaktis 
Day  for  that  Purpofe,  the  Counfel  for  and  againft  the  Bill  Tythc-biU. 
were  called  in,  and  the  Bill  being  then  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  the  feveral  Petitions  above-mentioned  being  alfo  read, 
the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioners  of  the  Province  of  Canter- 
bury were  heard,  in  Anfvver  to  whom  the  Counfel  for  the  Bill 
were  heard  ;  and  then  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioners  of  the 
Province  of  York  were  heard  by  way  of  Reply  :  After 
which  the  Counfel  being  withdrawn,  Mr.  Speaker  opened 
the  Bill  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  then  a  Motion  being  made,  that 
the  14th  Sedtion  of  an  Adl  made  in  the  22d  and  23d  Years  of 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  11.  intitled,  An  a£l  for  the  better 
Settlement  of  the  Maintenance  of  Parlons,  Vicars  and  Cu- 
rates in  the  Parifhes  of  the  City  of  London,  burnt  by  the 
dreadful  irire  there,  might  be  read;  the  fame  was  read  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Keafnn,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  for  reading  this  Scclion 

was,    bccauie    by  a  Cbufe   in    the   Bill,    even   as    it    then 

flood,  it  Vv-as  propofcd  to  be  en^idled  thus,  That  if  the  Ao 

rual  Value  ct  fuch  I'ythcs,  Oblstious.  and  other  ecclefiallical 

i  2  Dut-^, 
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Dues,  Rights,  Payments,  or  Church  Rates  before-mentioned, 
doth  not,  nor  (hall  not  exceed  the  Sum  of  in  fuch  Cafe, 

no  Quaker  or  Quakers  {hall  be  fucd  or  profecuted,  for,  or  on 
Account  of  the  fame,  in  any  other  Manner,  than  as  before 
dircded,  or  in  any  other  Court;  neither  fhall  any  fuch 
Tyths,  Ob'ations,  or  other  ecclefiaftical  Dues,  Rights,  Pay- 
ments, or  Church  Rates,  net  exceeding  the  faid  yearly  Value 
of  be  recoverable  againil  Quakers  in  any  other  Court 

whatfoever,  nor  in  any  other  Manner,  than  as  by  this  Adl  is 
dirtdttd,  unlcfs  the  Title  of  fuch  Tythes  be  in  Queition. 
This  Claufe,  in  all  the  Petitions  prefentcd  by  the  Clergy  a- 
gainll  the  Bill,  was  called.  An  exciuding  them  from  the  Be- 
nefit of  the  Laws  then  in  being  for  the  recovery  of  Tythes 
and  other  Dues,  and  thereby  putting  the  Clergy  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  Church  upon  a  worl'e  Foot  than  the  reit  of  his  Ma- 
jefty'bSubjtds ;  therefore  the  faid  Sedion  was  read,  in  order 
to  fhew  that  the  affigning  of  a  proper  Method  for  the  recovery 
of  any  Right,  and  excluding  the  Perfons  intitled,  from  any 
other  Remedy,  was  not  a  putting  of  fuch  Perfons  upon  a 
worfe  Foot  than  thertit  of  his  Majelly's  Suljefl?,  nor  was  it 
without  Precedent;  for  by  the  aforefaid  Ad  of  Kmg  Charles 
11.  all  Suits  for  the  recovering  of  Church  Rates  or  AfT,  fs- 
ments,  within  the  City  of  London,  are  to  be  brought  before 
the  Loid  Mayer,  or,  upon  his  Negledto  execute  tne  Powers 
tliereby  granted,  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Keeper  of 
ofihe  Great  Seal,  or  two  Barons  of  the  Exchequer;  and, 
hv  the  faid  Station,  it  is  en?ded.  That  no  Court  or  Judge 
fhall  hold  Plea  of  Money  due  by  virtue  of  that  Ad,  other 
than  the  Perfons  thereby  authorized  ;  and  yet  the  Clergy  of 
London  never  had  complained,  nor  ccuid  complain, that  they 
were  excluded  from  the  Benefit  of  the  Laws  of  their  Country, 
or  that  they  were  put  upon  a  wcrfe  Foot  than  the  reilof  his 
M^j^liy's  Subjects. 

ALer  reaaing  the  aforefaid  Seflion,  a  Motion  was  made 
for  committing  the  Bill,  upon  which  there  enfued  a  long 
Debate,  and  upon  putting  the  Queftion,  fur  committirg  the 
Bill,  it  was,  upon  a  Diviiion,  carried  in  the  Aiiirmative  ty 
221  to  84,  and  ordered  accordingly;  after  which  it  was  re- 
fo.'ved,  that  the  Bill  fhould  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
cf  the  whole  Houfe. 
Royal  A<Ttnt  On  the  24th  Day  of  M-;rch,  his  MajeRy  came  to  the  Houfe 
^'i'd  n'"  ^"^^'^f  Peers,  and  gave  the   Royal   Affent  to  the  five   fuUowir.g 

T-il  li:iiS.  Ui-       nn  ■  ^  " 

public  Hills,  VIZ. 

An  Ad  for  grnnring  an  Aid  to  his  Mrjefly  by  a  Land-Tax 
to  be  raifed    in   Great  Biituin,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year 

An 
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An  A£l  for  punifhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for  the 
better  Payment  of  the  Army  and  their  Quarters. 

An  Aft  to  repeal  the  Statute  made  in  the  firll  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  James  I.  intitled.  An  Aft  againft  Conjuration, 
Witchcraft,  and  dealing  with  evil  and  wicked  Spirits,  except 
fo  much  thereof  as  repeals  an  Aft  of  the  fifth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  againft  Conjurations,  Enchant- 
ments, and  Witchcrafts ;  and  to  repeal  an  Aft  paffed  in  the 
Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  the  ninth  Parliament  of  Queen 
Mary,  intitled,  Anentis  Witchcrafts ;  and  for  punifhing  fuch 
Perfons  as  pretend  to  exercife  or  ufe  any  kind  of  Witchcraft, 
Sorcery,  Enchantment,  or  Conjuration. 

An  Aft  to  indemnify  Perfons,  who  have  omitted  to 
read  the  Prayers,  and  make  and  fubfcribe  the  Declarations, 
direfted  to  be  read,  made,  and  fubfcribed,  by  the  Aft  of  Uni- 
formity of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  II.  within  the  Time  limited  by  Law  ;  and 
for  allowing  further  Time  for  doing  thereof. 

An  Aft  to  amend  an  Aft  paffed  in  the  feventh  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  his  late  Majelly  King  George  I.  entitled.  An  Aft 
to  preferve  and  encourage  the  Woo!Ienand  Silk  Manufaftures 
of  this  Kingdom,  and  for  more  efFeftual  employing  the  Poor, 
by  prohibiting  the  Ufe  and  Wear  of  all  printed,  painted, 
ftained,  or  dy'd  Callicoes  in  Apparel,  Houlhold- Stuff,  Furni- 
ture, or  otherwife,  aUer  the  25th  Day  of  December,  1732, 
(except  as  is  therein  excepted)  fo  far  as  relates  to  Goods  made 
of  Linnen,  Yarn,  and  Cotton-WooU,  manufaftur'd  in  Great 
Britain. 

And  to  feven  Private  Bills. 

On  the  25  th  of  March,  a  Petition  of  the  Chancellor,  Maf-  Cambridge  and 
ters  and  Scholars  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  was  pre- Oxford  Pctiti- 
fented  to  the  tloufe  and  read,fetting  forth.  That  the  Univer-  ?P  againft  the 
fity.and  the  fe vera  1  Colleges  therein,  were  founded  and  en-    ^°'''"^'"^^^' 
dowed  for  the  maintaining  fit  Perfons  in  the  Study  of  ufeful 
Knowledge,  and*  the  bringing  up  Youth   in  Learning,  Vir- 
tue and  Religion  ;  and  that  they  had  hitherto  purfued  thofe 
Ends  with  great  Induflry  and  Succefs ;  and  that  many  excel- 
lent Books  had  been  written  by  the  iMembers  thereof  for  the 
Service  of  Religion,  and  many  ufeful  Difcoveries  and  great 
Improvements  made  in  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  and    that  many 
of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  had  by  their  Academical  Educa- 
tion, been  fo  well  fitted  for  the  Service  of  the  Church  and 
State,  as  to  have  proved  the  Ornaments  and  Supports  of  both  ; 
and  that  the  Uinverfity  had  at  sll  Times  before  been  thought 
worthy  of  the  Countenance  of  the  Legiflature,  and  continu' 
ally  favoured  by  Perfons  of  all  Orders  and  Degrees,  eminent 
for  VVifdom  and  public  Spirit ;  and   that,  if  the  Bill  to  re- 

Urain 
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firairi  ''  lienatlons  of  Lands  (houid  pafs  into  a  Law  without 
Amendment,  it  wou!d,  as  the  Petitioners  apprehend,  be  at- 
tended with  Confcquences  great'y  preju dical  to  them,  at  that 
Time,  arid  mutli  more  fo  in  Time  tocome,  bec^uTeit  would, 
Jii  a  great  Mea  ure,  prevent  all  Donations  to  fupply  prel'ent 
or  future  Deficie jcies,  or  for  any   other  wife  and  gi-eat  Pur- 
pofes,  how  ufetul  and  neceflary  foever  they  might  b-  thought ; 
and  that  a  confiderable  Part  of  their  Rev^^nue  aroK  froni  An- 
nuities and  other  certain   Payments  iflairg  out  of  LanJs  and 
other  Eltates;  and  that  many  of  thofe  Payments  having  been 
fixed  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  ftil!  continuing 
invariably  the  fame,  were  then,  by  tiie  great  Fall  of  Money 
ftnce  tnat  Time,  funk  fo   far  below  their  original  V:  lue,  as 
to  be  iniuificicnt  to  anfwer  the  Purpofes,  for   which  they  are 
defigned  ;  and  that  fevera!  Headfhips  were  under  120,  frme 
under  100/.  per  Ann.  and  that  the  Salaries  of  HDme  Profeflbr- 
fliips  were  under  50/.  per  Ann.  and  others,  as  thole  of  Botany, 
Anatomy,  and  Chnflianity,  hid  no  Endowment  at  all  ;  and 
that  the  Income  cf  much   the  greateit  Part  of  their  Fellow- 
fliips  was  under  fixty,  otmany  under  forty,  oflome  [o  low  as 
thirty,  and  twenty,  and  fifteen    Pounds  per  Ann.    and  that 
many  of  their  Scholarfhips  and  Exhibitions  amounted  not  to 
above  fix,  four,  and   three  Pounds  per  Ann.  and  that  feme 
were  even  under    thofe  fmall  Sums ;    and   that  many   poor 
Students  had  neither  Scholarfhip    nor  Exhibition  to  help  to- 
wards their  Maintenance;  and  that  the  Number  of  Advow- 
fons  in   moft  Colleges  was  very  fmall  in  Proportion  to  the 
Nu'iber  of  Fellows  ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  ex- 
cept that  Univerfity,  and  theleveral  Colleges  therein,  out  of 
thefaid  Bill.     Which  Petition  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  the  faid  Bill 
was  ccmmitred. 

Next  Day  a  Petition  of  the  Chancellor,  Mailers  and  Scho- 
lars of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  in  behalf  of  themlclves  and 
the  feveral  Colleges  and  Halls  wiihin  the  faid  Univerfity, 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  That 
the  Petitioners  apprehended,  that  by  the  Bill  then  depending 
berbre  the  Houfe,  to  reiirain  the  Difpofuions  of  Lands,  where- 
by the  fame  become  unalienable,  and  theirSuccefTors  might  be 
deprived  ot  the  Afiiilance  of  future  Bt;nefadtions,  and  the 
charitable  Donations  of  fuch,  as  might  be  diipofcd  to  pro- 
mote the  pious  Intentions,  for  which  that  ancient  Umverfuy 
was  founded  ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  were  by  their  Con- 
ftitution  entirely  founded  in  Charity,  and  mud  ever  continue 
to  depend  upon  it  ;  and  that  notwithilanding  the  large  Bene- 
faftions  with  which  they  had  been  formerly  endowed,  yet 
inany  of  the  Societies  were  fo  meanly  provided  for,  that  the 

pious 
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pious  DfPgns  of  their  Founders  muft  remain  imperfc£l,  with- 
out future  Benefaftioi.s,  wiiich  had  been  found  by  long  Ex- 
ptrience  to  nie  by  fuch  flow  Degrees,  that  the  Petitioners 
Jiopcd,  t)i  t,  when  their  Caiewas  duly  confidered.they  would 
rot  be  thought  to  be  wnhin  any  of  the  general  Mifchiefs 
that  migfit  arife  from  Aiienations  in  Mortmain  ;  and  that, 
as  their  prefent  Pofltffions  were  inconfiderable  in  refpeft  of 
tl  e  ^reat  Number  of  Perlbns  that  were  maintained  out  of 
their.,  and  that  as  the  Donations  tliey  then  enjoyed,  as  wel! 
as  tliofe  they  might  afterwards  receive,  muft  be  folely  appro- 
pnated  to  the  Advancement  of  Religion  and  Learning;  for 
thefe  Reaibns  they  hoped,  that  no  Difficulties  or  Difcour?ge- 
ments  would  be  put  in  tne  Way  of  thofe,  whofe  pious  and 
charitable  Intentions  might  difpofe  them  to  give  their  Affift- 
ance  towards  renderir-g  the  Univerfity  in  general,  as  well  as 
the  fevera!  Societies  of  it,  more  inflrymenta!  in  promotmg 
thofe  great  and  neceffary  Ends ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  there- 
fore hoped,  they  Ihould  be  exempted  from  the  Reftraints 
mertioned  in  the  Bill ;  or  that  they  fhould  meet  with  fuch 
Relief  from  that  Houfe,  as  to  the  Houfe  fhould  feem  meet. 
Which  Petition  was  likewife  referred  to  the  Committee, 

On  the  26th,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refolv'd  itfelfintoa 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the 
Supply  granted  to  his  Majelty,  and  came  to  the  following 
Reioiutions,  which  were  reported  and  agreed  to  on  the  29th, 
viz 

To  grant  to  his  Majefly, 

I .    The  Sum  of  22,944/.  14/.  for  making  good  the  Deii-  Votes  on  t?he 
ciency  of  the  general  Fund.  Supply. 

2  The  Sum  of  24,570/.  zs.  yd.  to  make  good  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  the  like  Sum  paid  out  of  the  fame  for  Intereft  on 
the  Million  lent  on  Credit  of  the  Salt  Duties,  for  the  Supplies 
of  the  Year  1734,  purluant  to  a  Oaufe  in  an  Aft  of  Parlia- 
ment, pafs'd  in  tfte  7th  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign. 

3.  The  Sum  of  1 0,000/.  towards  the  Maintenance  of  the 
Br.tifh  Forts  and  Settlements  belonging  to  the  Royal  African 
Company  of  England  on  the  Coall  of  Africa. 

4.  The  Sum  of  10,000/.  towards  fettling  and  fecuring  the 
Colony  of  Georgia  in  America. 

5.  The  Sum  of  1 1,485/  4/.  5^.  to  make  Satisfaftion  to 
Humphrey  Bell,  (the  lurviving  AHignee  of  the  Ellatc  and 
Effefts  of  William  Ellins  and  Edmond  Farrington,  againft 
whom  a  Commiffion  of  Bankruptcy  iflued)  Suitor  of  the 
Court  ot  Chancery  in  1726,  fo  much  of  his  Debt  and  De- 
mand from  one  of  the  Maltcrs  of  the  faid  Court,  as  then  re- 
mained unfatisfy'd. 

6.  The 
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Cihcr  Petiti-  6.  The  Sum  of  30,167/.  towards  the  Buildings,  Rebuild- 
onsagainft  the  jpgs^  and  Repairs  of  his  Majefly's  Ships  for  the  Year  1736. 
Mortmain  Bill.  Qn  tht  31ft  of  the  fame  Month,  a  Petition  of  the  Governors 
'  of  the  Charity  for  Relief  of  the  poor  Widows  and  Children^ 
of  Clergymen,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read  ;  fetting 
forth.  That  by  Letters  Patent  of  King  Charles  II.  the  Peti- 
tioners were  conftituted  a  Corporation,  for  Relief  of  the  poor 
Widows  and  Children  of  Clergymen,  and  made  capable  in 
•'the  Law,  to  take  Lands,  Tenements  and  Hereditaments,  not 
exceeding  the  yearly  Value  of  200c/,  and  alio  Goods,  Chat- 
tels, andThingsof  what  Nature  and  Quality  foever,  and  to 
alienate  and  difpofe  of  the  fame  ;  which  Capacity  was  en- 
larged by  his  late  Majefty  King  George  t,  to  3000/.  a 
Year  more,  and  that  the  Inflitution  of  that  Charity  had  been 
fo  well  efteemcd,  and  fupported  by  (o  many  pious  and  well- 
difpofed  Perfons,  that  the  Petitioners  had,  for  divers  Years 
palt,  been  able  to  make  a  Didribution  of  5/.  a  Year  to  above 
8o3  Widows  of  very  poor  Clergymen,  and  to  put  out  many 
of  their  Children  yearly  to  ufeful  Trades,  who  otherwife 
muft  have  been  burthenfome  to  their  refpedive  Parifhes,  and 
their  Children  lefs  ufeful  to  the  Commonwealth,  an  Ac- 
count whereof  had  been  annually  printed  and  publiftied  ;  and 
that  the  Objefts  of  that  Charity  were  far  more  numerous, 
than  the  Petitioners  could  provide  for,  out  of  their  certain 
annual  Revenues,  and  cafual  Benefaftions,  their  certain  annu- 
al Revenues  nor  exceeding  3000/.  a  Year  ;  and  therefore,  as 
that  Charity  was  fo  well  founded,  and  for  fo  good  Purpofes, 
and  that  Corporation  reftrained  from  accepting  Lands  beyond 
5000/.  a  Year,  and  thofe  alienable  in  the  Difcretion  of  the 
Petitioners,  praying,  that  that  Corporation  might  be  wholly 
excepted  out  of  the  Bill  then  depending  in  that  Houfe,  for 
reftraining  the  Difpofitions  of  Lands,  whereby  the  fame  be- 
came unalienable,  or  that  fuch  Provifion  might  be  made  there- 
by, that  that  Corporation  might  enjoy  the  Benefits  intended 
them  by  the  faid  Royal  Grants,  and  that  the  fame  might  be 
preserved  to  them,  to  the  full  Extent  thereof.  No  Motion 
being  made  for  referring  this  Petition  to  the  Committee,  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  a  Petition  of  the  Governors  cf  the 
Bounty  ofQueen  Anne,  for  the  Augmentation  of  the  Mainte- 
nance of  the  poor  Clergy,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and 
read ;  fetting  forth,  That  the  faid  Governors  wexe  made  a 
Body  corporate  by  her  late  Majefly  Queen  Anne,  in  the  3d 
Year  of  her  Reign,  in  purfuance  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament, 
impowering  her  to  fettle  upon  them  the  Revenue  of  the  Firft- 
Fruits  and  Tenths,  for  the  Augmentation  of  the  Maintenance 
of  the  poor  Clergy,  and  to  make  Rules  and  Orders  for  the 
2  regular 
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regular  Adininifiration  of  the  Came,  by  which  Statute  Licence 
was  given  lo  all   ..r.cl  tvery  Perfon  or  Perfons,  by  DceJ   en- 
rolled, in  fuch  Manner,   and  within  fucli  Time,   as  was   di- 
redtd  by  thi  Satute  made  in  the  a/th  Year  ofthe  Reign  of 
Henry  VI II.  Ft  Enrollment  cf  Bargains  and  S.ijes,  or  by  Lalt 
Will  or  Ttltament  duly  executed,  to  grant  to  the  faid   Cor- 
poration and  their  Succeilors,  Lands,   Tenement?,  Heredita- 
ments, Goods  and    Chattels,  for  the  Purpofes   mentioned  in 
the  faid  A€t  ;  which  Corporation  h  J  alia  thereby  f;^!l  Ca- 
pacity to  purchafe,  take,  and  t'^joy  any  Money,  Land^, Tene- 
ments,  Goois   and    Chatties,  without  any   Licence  or  V/rit 
ad  quod  damiuim,  the  Statute  of  Moit.Tiain,  or  any  ether  Sta- 
tute or  Law  to  the  contrary  notwithitraiding;   and  that  after- 
wards, in  purfuance  of  the  Powers  granted  by    the  laid   Sta- 
tjte,  diveis  Rules  and  Orders  were  icttled  and  confirmed  by 
her  faid  late  Majelty ,  under  the  Great  Seal  ;  by  fome  of  which 
Rules  and  Oidcrs,  the  Augmentations  to  be  made  were  di- 
reded  to  be  by  way  of  Purchafe,  and  not  by  way  of  Penfion  ; 
and  the  llated   Sum  to  be   allow'd  for  the  Augments tion  of 
each  Cure,  was  limited  to  20c/.  to  be  invelled  in  a  Purchafe, 
at  the  Expence  of  tlie  Corporation  ;  and  the  faid  Governors 
were  empowered  to  give  the  faid  Sum  of  20c/.  to  Cures  not: 
exceeding  35/.  per  Ann.   (which  Sum  was  afterwards,  by  tha 
Authority  cf  King  George    1.   extended  to   5c/.  per    Ann.) 
where  any  Perfons  would   give  the  fame  or  greater  Value  ia 
Lands  or  Fithes  ;  and  fuch  Governors  were  direiled,  e,\'txy 
Year,  between  Ciirillmas   and  Eailer,  to   cauie   the  .Account 
of  v^hat  Money  they  had  to  dilir;bu:e  that  Year,  to  be  audited, 
and  when   thty    knew  the  Sam,  public  Notice  was  direded 
to  be  given,  that    they   had   fuch    a  Sum    to  dillribute  in  fo 
many  Shares,  and  tlint  they  wouid  be  readv  to  apply  thoie 
Shares  to    fuch  Cures   as  wanted  the  fame,  or.d  weie  by  the 
Rules   of  the  Coiporation  quahhed  to  receive  them,    wliere 
any  Perfcn  would  add    the  like  or  greater  Sum  to  it,  or  the 
Value  in  L:inds  or  Tithes  for  any  particular  Cure;   and  that 
the  Petitioners  apprehended,  that  by  tiie  Bill    then  depend- 
ing before  tiie  Houfe,  to  rellrain  the  Dsfpolitioni  of  Lands, 
whereby  .he  fime   bec.:m^  unalienable,  the  i<c;ht5  anU  Pow- 
ers vetted  in  them  by  the  faid  Ad,  and  by  the  •N.ules  and  Or- 
ders m^de  in  purfuance  thereof,  might  be  greatly  afFcded,  if 
fome  proper  Provdion  ihouid  nut  be  m-ide  to  prevent  it  ;  and 
therefore  praying  that  a  Claufi;  or  Clauies   luight  be  added, 
whereby  tl.e  iaid  Riglits  and  Powers  might  be  lecured. 

After  reading  this  Petition,  a  Motion  was  made  and  fecond- 

cd,  for  orderirg  it  to  be  referred  to  tlie  Confuleratiun  of  the 

Committee  to  whom  the  laid  Bill    was  committed  ;  ,,nd  :h« 

{im'i  being  opnofcd,  af.cr  a  pret'.y  I^ng  Debate,  the  Quci'ioii 
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was  put,  and,  upon  a  Divifion  carry'd  in  the  Negative,  by 
143  to  95  ;  whereupon  the  Petition  was  order'd  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

The  fame  Day  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolv'd  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  (aid  BiU,  and 
made  fome  Progrefs,  Mr.  Gibbon  being  in  the  Chair  ;  afcer 
which,  Mr.  Speaker  refum'd  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gibbon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  mace  fome  Progrefs 
in  the  Bill,  and  had  direfted  him  to  move,  that  they  might 
have  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  whereupon  it  was  refoived,  that  the 
Houfe  would,  upon  Monday  then  next,  at  Twelve  o'Clock, 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confi- 
der  further  of  the  faid  Bill. 

On  the  faid  Day,  being  Monday  April  5,  it  was  moved 
and  refolved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majcity,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  gi^e  Direc- 
tions to  the  proper  Officers  tcf  lay  before  that  Hcufe  an  Ac- 
count of  what  Licences  had  been  granted  by  the  Crown,  and 
for  what  Values  refpeftiveiy,  to  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  Bo- 
dies Politic  or  Corporate,  their  Heirs  or  SuccefTors,  to  alien- 
ate in  Mortmain,  and  to  purchafe,  take,  and  hold  in  Mort- 
main, in  Perpetuity,  any  Lands,  Tenements,  or  Heredita- 
ments whatfoever,  fince  the  A£t  of  the  7th  Year  of  the  Reign 
cf  King  William  IIL  entitled.  An  Aft  for  the  Encouragement 
of  charitable  Gifts  and  Difpofuions,  to  that  prefent  Time. 

After  which,  the  Hcufe,  according  to  Order,  refolv'd  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  farther  of 
the  faid  Bill,  when  Mr.  Gibbofl  being  their  Chairman  as  be- 
fore, the  Claufe  for  excepting  out  of  the  f^id  Bill  the  Uni- 
verfities  cf  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  the  Colleges  of  Ea- 
ton, Winchelier,  and  Weltminller,  v/ith  a  Provifion  relating 
to  Advowfons,  was  prefented,  and  a  Motion  made  for  its  be- 
ing receiv'd  and  made  Part  of  the  Bill,  which  occafioned  fome 
Debate  ;  but  upon  the  Qaeliion  being  put,  it  was,  upon  a 
Divifion,  carry'd  in  the  Affirmative,  by  227  to  130. 

With  refped  to  the  Prcvifo  relating  to  Advowfons,  an 
Amendment  was  propofed  for  leaving  it  in  the  Power  of  the 
feveral  Colleges  belonging  to  the  two  Univerfities,  to  ex- 
change imall  Livings  for  larger,  fo  as  not  to  increafe  the 
Number  of  Advowfons,  to  which  they  were  by  the  Acl  to  be 
xeftrained,  which  occafioned  a  new  Debate,  and  at  laft,  upon 
putting  the  Quellion,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative. 

After  which,  the  Committee  having  gone  through  the  Bill, 
they  reported  the  Amendments  they  liad  made  to  it,  when 
the  Houfe  ihould  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame;  and  on  the  7th, 
a  Petition  of  the  Grey-Coat  Hofpital  in  Tothill-Fields,  of 
the  Royal  Foundation  of  Queen  Anne,  was  prefented  to  the 
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Houfe  and  read,  fetting  forth,  That  by  Letters  Patent,  da- 
ted the  19th  Day  of  April,  in  the  5  th  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
the  late  Queen  Anne,  the  Petitioners  were  conftituted  a  Cor- 
poration, and  made  capable  in  Law  to  take  Lands,  Tene- 
ments, and  Heieditaments,  not  exceeding  the  yearly  Value  of 
20G0/.  and  alfo  Goods,  Chatties,  and  Things  of  what  Na- 
ture or  \'a!ue  foever,  for  the  Benefit  of  fach  poor  Children  of 
the  Parifh  of  St.  Margaret,  Weliminfier,  as  from  Time  to  , 
Time  fliould  be  aclmittcd  into  the  faid  Hofpital  i  and  that  the 
Petitioners  had  for  feveral  Years  paft,  been  enabled  to  main- 
tain, cloath,  and  teach  a  confiderable  Number  of  poor  Chil- 
dren of  both  Sexes;  and  had,  from  the  Time  of  the  firfl  Foun- 
dation of  the  faid  Hofpital,  placed  out  above  500  Children 
Apprentices,  fome  to  the  Sea-Service,  and  others  to  ufeful 
Trades,  Hufbandry  and  Houfcwifery  ;  and  that  the  Children 
then,  and  many  Years  paft,  were  many  more  in  Number  than 
the  Petitioners  could  provide  for  by  the  yearly  Subfcriptions 
and  Collcdion  joined  to  the  certain  annual  Revenues  of  the 
faid  Holpitai,  which  togerher  at  that  Time,  did  not  exceed 
70c/.  a  Year;  fo  that,  were  it  not  for  the  ca(^^'^!  and  gene- 
rous Benefactions  the  Petitioners  had  received  by  ^he  Be- 
quefts  of  feveral  pious  and  well-difpofed  Perfons,  ti;ey  could 
not  take  fo  many  poor  Children  into  their  Care  and  Pro- 
tedion,  to  be  maintained,  cloathed,  and  inftruficd  ;  and 
therefore,  in  Confider.nion  the  annual  Revenue  belonging  to 
that  Hofp;tal  was  of  fo  fmalla  \'alue,  praying  that  ti. at  Cor- 
poration might  be  excepted  out  of  the  Bill  then  depending 
in  that  Houie,  for  tcdraining  the  Diipofuions  of  Lands, 
whereby  the  fame  become  unalienable,  or  that  fuch  Provifion 
might  be  made  thereby,  that  the  Benefits  intended  them  by 
the  Grant  of  their  Royal  Foundrefs,  might  be  preferved  to 
them  in  their  full  Extent.  Which  Petition  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

Next  Day  a  Petition  of  the  Truftees  of  the  feveral  Cha- 
rity Schools  within  the  Cities  of  London  and  Wellminller, 
Borough  of  Southwark  and  Bills  of  .Mortality,  in  Behalf  of 
upwards  of  5000  poorChildren  cloathed  and  educated  in  the 
faid  Schools,  and  alfo  in  Behalf  of  all  other  Charity  Schools 
in  this  Kingdom,  for  the  Education  of  the  Children  of  the 
Poor  in  the  Principles  of  the  Church  of  F.ngland,  as  by  Law 
cflablifhed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  feting  forth. 
That  if  the  Bill  then  depending  in  that  Houfe,  to  reftrain 
the  Difpofitions  of  Lands,  whereby  the  lame  become  unalien- 
able, fhould  pafs  into  a  Law  without  Amendment,  it  would 
prevent  many  charitable  Donations  for  the  Promotion  of  the 
laid  Schoolf,  which  were  fo  far  from  having  any  large  En- 
dowments in  Land  or  Money,  that  very  few  had  fo  much  as 
k  2  a 
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a  Schoo'-lioufe  ;  nnc^thnt,  as  the  voiutTtr.ry  ContribiKion?  did 
not  equally  and  regularly  anfwer  the  conllant  Expcncc.-,  the 
Truftees  in  fcveral  Places  have  been  obliged  to  reduce  li.e 
Number  of  their  Children,  and  in  oihers  the  Schools  had  been 
entire'y  laid  down,  for  want  of  Meani  to  fupportthem  ;  and 
reprei'enting  to  theHouie  ttie  great  Ufefuincis  of  thoie School? ; 
and  alledging,  {hat,  during  the  Continuance  thereof,  the  Pe- 
titioners have  placed  out  upwards  of  i  7,000  Children,  within 
the  faid  Bills  of  Mortality,  to  Apprenrifhips  in  tlu-  lower 
Trades,  and  to  menial  Services,  \\hereof  about  o.e  llaif  had 
been  put  out  to  iuch  Services,  befidcs  near  400  boond  to  the 
Sca-S'.M vice;  and  therefore  pr..ving  the  lioaie  to  e::ccpt  cne 
faid  Ciiarity  Schools  out  of  tl;e  faid  Bill,  or  to  g'art  them 
fuch  other  Relief  ;is  to  the  Houfe  fhould  feem  r.-.ecc.  Ihis 
Petition  was  likcwife  ordered  to  be  upon  the  I'abie. 

The  fan^.c  Day,  the  Report  from  the  Corainittee  upon  the 
fiid  Bill  was  leceived,  and  the  Amendment,,  vvi:]i  Am''  d- 
meius  to  or.e  cf  them,  all  cio-^-.c]  :o  ;  nfter  which,  the  Bill, 
with  Amendment.-,  was  ordered  to  be  ingrofTcd  ;  and  on  the 
15th,  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  'iime,  and  a  Motion  made 
for  its  bcii.g  pafTed,  which  occafiqned  fome  Debste  ;  but 
upon  the  Qucltion  bting  put,  it  w^s  upon  a  Div:fion  c  .rrjtd 
in  the  AfHrmative,  by  176  1072  ;  and  Mr  Gbb.n  was  or- 
dered to  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Lords,  and  dcure  their  Con- 
currence. 

The  30th  of  April,  the  Hcufe  refolv'd  itfeif  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  cor.fider  fiirrher  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  raifir.g  tlie  Supply  granted  to  his  M.^jcUy,  when 
they  came  to  the  fcllo'.vifig  Refoiurion,  \vhich  was  on  the  3d 
of  iMay  reported  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houie,  and  a  Bill  was 
ordtred  to  be  brougl.t  in  upon  the  fame,  viz 

,..    „      That  the  feveral   Aadidonal  Stamp-Dune;  erante.]  by  an 
^(>^ecn  ways  ,  .  r  ^  .     ^ 

andMeans.       ^^  pafled  in  the  12th  Year  of  his  late  Majt-lty's  Reign,  en- 

tit'ed,  An  Aft  for  the  Reliefof  the  Suitors  of  the  High  Court 

of  Chancery,  fhcuM  be  continued  from  the  2d  Day  of  Auguit 

1742,  to  the    2d  Day  of  Auguft  1746,  in  order  to  rai  e  the 

Sum  of  1 1,485/.  AS.  5^.  to  make   Satisfaflion  to  Humphrey 

Bell,  (the  furviving    Aflignee   of   the  Eftate   and  Effeds  of 

William  Ellens   and  Edmund  Farrington,   againll  whom    a 

CommiiTion  of  Bankruptcy  was  ifTued)  Suitor  in  tne  Court  of 

Chancery  in  1726,  for  fo  much  of  his  Debt  and  Dem.ind  in 

that  Year  due  from  John  Bcnnet,  Efq;  one  of  the  Mafters  of 

the  faid  Court,  and  then  remaining  unfatisfj'd. 

V»ith  this  Rcfolution  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

concluded  ;  and  Llie  EiU  order'd  in  upon  this   lali  Refolution, 

was  accordingly  brought  in,  aud  pafled  into  a  Law. 

On 
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On  the  5th  of  May,  his  Majefty  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Royal   AfTcnt 
Peers,  and  irave  the  Royal  Ail'ent  to  the  fix  foUowing  pub- 8^^'^'"   to  leve- 

Ail  A&.  for  laying  a  Dutyupon  the  Retailers  of  Spirituous 
Liquori,  and  for  liceni'ing  the  Retainers  thereof. 

An  AQ.  for  exhibiting  a  Bill  in  this  prefent  Parliament 
for  naturalizing  her   Royal  Highnefs  the  Princcfs  of  Wales. 

An  Ad  for  reviving  and  continuing  the  Ads  therein  men- 
tion'd  and  for  explaining  and  ameridmg  a  Claufe  in  an  Adl 
made  in  the  firil  Year  of  tiie  Reiga  of  his  late  M.ijefty  King 
George  I.  (entitled,  An  Aft  for  making  the  Lr.ws  for  repair- 
ing the  Highways  more  efteftual)  rela.mg  to  the  appointing 
Scavengers  in  Cities  and  Market  fowns,  and  the  ordering 
trie  Aill-fsments  for  the  rep'iiring  and  cleanfing  the  Streets 
therein. 

An  A£l  for  indemnif}'Irg  Pcrfons,  who  have  omitted  to 
qualify  tiiemfeivts  for  Ofiices  vvirhin  the  Time  limited  by 
Li\w,  and  for  allowing  further  Time  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and 
for  amending  foniuch  of  nn  Adl  pafkd  in  thefecond  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  liii  prefent  Majcliy,  as  requires  Perfons  to  qua- 
lify their.felvcs  for  Ofiices  before  the  Knd  of  the  next  Term 
or  Quarter  StfTions;  and  a'lb  for  cnlannug  the  Time  limit- 
ed by  Law  for  makir.g  and  fubicribing  the  Declaration 
againlt  Trani'ubiiantiation  ;  and  for  aiiowing  further  Time 
for  Enrolment  of  Di'eds  and  Wills  made  by  Papifts ;  and  for 
Relief  of  Proteltant  Purchafers,  Devifees,  and  Leffees. 

An  Ad  for  more  equal  paying  and  better  colleding  cer- 
tair.  f.nall  Sums  for  Relief  of  Shipwrecked  Mariners  and 
clillreiTed  Perfons,  his  Majeity's  Subjeds  in  the  Ports  of  Ca- 
diz and  Port  St.  M.ify'?,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  and  for 
otiicr  Ufes  ufually  contributed  to  by  tiie  Merchants  trading 
to  the  faid  Ports. 

An  Ad  for  the  better  enlightning  of  the  Streets  of  the 
Ci  y  of  London. 

And  to  37  private  Bills. 

And  on  Thurfday  the  zoth  of  May,  his  Majefly  came  to 
the  fioufe  of  Peers,  and  gave  the  Royal  Aillnt  to  the  ten  fol- 
lowing public  Bills,  viz. 

An  Ad  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  borrow  any  Sum  or 
Sums  of  Money,  not  exceeding  600,000/.  to  be  charged  up- 
on the  SarplulTcs,  Exceill-F,  or  Overplus  Money,  commonly 
called  the  Sinking  Fund„  redeemable  by  Parliament ;  and 
for  the  further  Difpofuion  of  the  faid  h'und,  by  paying  of? 
I , ceo, oooA  of  South-Sea  Annuities,  and  for  appropriating 
the  Supplies  granted  in  this  Seflion  of  Parliament. 

An  Ad  for  continuing,  for  the  Purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
the  additional  Duiie;  upon  llamped  Vellum,  Parchment, and 

Paper, 
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Paper,  laid  by  an  A61  paffed  in  the  12th  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  his  late  Majefly  King  George  I. 

An  AQ.  for  naturalizing  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs 
of  Wales. 

An  Aft  for  indemnifying  Perfonp,  who  have  been  guilty  of 
Offences  againft  the  Laws  made  for  fecuring  the  Revenues  of 
Cuftoms  and  Excife  ;  and  for  enforcing  thofe  Laws  for  the 
future. 

An  A£l  to  prevent  the  Lifting  his  Majefty's  Subjeds  to 
ferve  as  Soldiers  without  his  Majefty's  Licence. 

An  Aft  to  reflrain  the  Difpofition  of  Lands,  whereby  the 
fame  become  unalienable. 

An  Aft  to  explain  and  amend  fo  much  of  an  Aft  made  in 
the  zd  Year  of  his  prefent  Majelly's  Reign,  entitled,  An  Aft: 
for  the  more  efFeftual  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in 
the  Eleftions  of  Members  to  ferve;  in  Parliament,  as  relates  to 
the  commencing  and  carrying  on  of  Profccutions  grounded 
upon  the  (aid  Aft. 

An  Aft  for  further  encouraging  and  regulating  the  Manu- 
fafture  of  Britilh  Sail-cloth  ;  and  for  the  more  efFeftual  fecu- 
ring the  Duties  now  payable  on  foreign  Sail-cloth  imported 
into  this  Kingdom. 

An  Aft  to  render  the  Law  more  effeftual  for  preventing 
the  Importation  offrefh  Fifh,  taken  by  Foreigners;  and  to 
explain  fo  much  of  an  Aft  made  in  the  13th  and  14th  Years 
of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  IL  as  relates  to  Ships  export- 
ing Fifh  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea  ;  and  for  the  better  Pre- 
fervation  of  the  Fry  of  Lob  fie  rs  on  the  Coafls  of  Scotland. 

An  Aft  for  building  a  Bridge  crofs  the  River  Thames, 
from  the  New  Palace  Yard  in  the  City  of  Weftminfler  f  to 
the  oppofite  Shore  in  the  County  of  Surry. 

And  to  ten  private  Bills. 

For  the  King's  Speech  See  page  237. 
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STEECHES  and  DEBATES 

In  the  S  E  c  o  N  D  Session  of  the 

Second  Tarliament  of  Ktng  George  II. 

ON  the  1 5  th  of  January  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe   A/i.v-p.  Geo.  vl 
of  Peers  ;    and  the  Commons  attending,  hisMajefty        i'/35-36. 
open'd  the  Seflion  with  the  following  Speech  to  both  '—"""»"'■—' 
Houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
*'  '  I  *»  H  E  happy  Turn  which  the  AiFairs  of  Europe  liave  y^^^  ^^^^,^  %^,^za. 
"     J.       evidently  taken  fmce  the  End  of  laft  Parliament,  at  opening  the  ss- 
*'  muft,    I  am  perfiiaded,  give  you  all,  as  it  does  IVIe,    the 
*'  greateft  Satisfaction. 

"  I  acquainted  you  then  that  a  Plan  of  Pacification,  con- 
'•■  certed  between  Me  and  the  States  General  of  the  United 
**  Provinces,  had  been  propofed  to  the  Parties  engaged  in 
"  War,  which  had  not  the  EfFedt  to  prevent  the  Opening  of 
•'  the  Campaign  :  The  Armies  took  the  Field,  and  the 
*'  War  was  carried  on  in  fome  Parts,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
"  to  give  very  juft  Apprehenfions,  that  it  would  unavoida- 
*'  bly  become  general,  from  an  abfolute  Neccffity  of  preferv- 
"  ing  that  Balance  of  Power,  en  which  the  Safety  and 
*'  Commerce  of  the  Maritime  Powers  fo  much  depend. 

"  This  Confederation  determined  Me  to  perfevere  jointly 
"  with  the  States  in  repeating  Our  moll  earneft  Inllances  to 
•'  the  contending  Parties  to  agree  to  an  Armiftice,  and  to 
"  enter  into  a  Negotiation  for  obtaining  a  general  Peace, 
"  upon  the  Bafis  of  the  Plan  we  had  then  propofed  to  them. 

"  Whilft  Affairs  continued  in  this  State  of  Deliberation, 
"  the  Heat  and  Fury  of  the  War  abated  ;  and  the  Empeior 
"  and  the  moft  Chriilian  King,  in  Confequence  of  their  re- 
'•  peated  Profefiions  of  a  finccre  Difpofition  to  put  an  End 
*'  to  the  War  by  an  honourable  and  folid  Peace",  concerted 
"  and  agreed  upon  certain  preliminary  Articles  to  anfwcr 
"■  that  moll  defircable  End.  An  Armiflice  is  fince  agreed 
*'  to  by  all  the  Parties  engaged  in  the  War  ;  and  the  con- 
"  trading  Powers,  in  Regard  to  tlie  good  Office:^  employed 
*'  by  Me  and  the  States,  have  communicated  to  U.s,  by 
"  their  refpeflive  Minilters  the  Preliminaries ;  deurir.g  Our 
"  Concurrence  for  eifcctuating  a  general  Pacification  upon 
"  the  Terms  thereby   llipulated. 

"  It  appearing  upon  due  Examination,  that  thcfc  Ar- 
''  tides  do  not  efL'ntially  vary  fiom  the  Plan  propofed  by 
"  Me  and  the  States,  nor  contain  any  Tiling  prejudicial  to 
"  the  Equilibriun;  ot  Eurooc,  cr  tj  the  PigliCs  and  Inlwrrciis 

"  of 


Auiio  9.  Gl^o.  II.  "  of  Our  refpeftive  Subjefts,  We  thought  fit,  in  purfuanc^ 
^7ii->^'  ,  "  of  Our  conftant  Purpofe  to  contribute  our  utmoli  to- 
"  wards  a  Pacification,  to  declare,  by  a  joint  Refolution, 
"  to  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  France,  Our  Approbation  of 
"  the  faid  Preliminaries,  and  Our  Readinefs  to  concur  in  a 
"  Treaty  to  be  made  for  bringing  them  to  Perfeftion. 

"  Thefe  Preliminaries  have  been  likewife  communicated 
"  to  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  of  Sardinia  ;  and  altho'  thof6 
"  Princes  have  not  as  yet,  in  Form,  declared  their  final 
'•  Refolutions  upon  them,  there  is  great  Reafon  to  believe 
"  that  the  Love  of  Peace,  their  avowed  Difpofitions  for 
"  putting  an  End  to  the  Troubles  of  Europe,  and  the  ami- 
"  cable  Interpofition  of  common  Friends,  will  prevail  upon 
*'  them  to  agree  to  what  has  been  thus  concerted,  upon  rea- 
"  fonable  Security  given  them,  for  the  peaceable  Poffeffion 
"  and  Enjoyment  of  the  Countries  allotted  to  them. 

"  In  thefe  Circumftances,  My  firft  Care  was  to  eafe  the 
*'  Burthens  of  My  People,  as  foon  and  as  far  as  Prudence, 
*'  in  the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs^  would  permit.  I  hav^ 
"  therefore  ordered  a  confiderable  Reduftion  to  be  made  of 
"  My  Forces,  both  by  Sea  and  Land  :  And  if  the  Influence 
•'  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Refpeft  due  to 
"  this  Nation,  have  had  any  Share  in  compofmg  the  prefent 
"  Troubles  in  Europe,  or  preventing  new  ones,  I  am  per- 
"  fuaded  you  will  be  of  Opinion,  that  it  will  be  neceffary 
"  to  continue  fome  extraordinary  Expence,  until  there  be 
"  a  more  perfeft  Reconciliation  among  the  feveral  Powers 
"  of  Europe." 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  I  have  ordered  the  proper  Officers  to  lay  before  you 
"  the  Eftimates  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year  ;  and  I 
"  make  iio  doubt,  but  My  Defires  to  make  the  Charge  of 
"  the  Publick  as  low  as  poflible,  will  find  in  you  the 
"  fame  Readinefs  to  grant  the  neceflary  Supplies  with  Chear- 
"  fulnefs  and  Unanimity." 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

"  I  am  willing  to  hope,  this  pleafmg  Profpeft  of  Peace 
"  Abroad  will  greatly  contribute  to  Peace  and  good  Har- 
"  mony  at  Home.  Let  that  Example  of  Temper  and  Mo- 
•'  deration,  which  has  fo  happily  calmed  the  Spirits  of  con- 
"  tending  Princes,  banifli  from  among  you  all  inteiline  Dif- 
*'  cord  and  DifTenfion.  Thofe  who  truly  wiih  the  Peace 
"  and  Profperity  of  their  Country,  can  never  have  a  more 
"  favourable  Opportunity  than  now  offers,  of  diftinguifhing 
"  themfelves,  by  declaring  their  Satisfaftion  in  the  Progrefs 
"  already  made  towards  refloring  the  Publick  Tranquility, 
"  and  in  promoting  what  is  Hill  neceffary  to  bring  it  tor 
"  Perfeaion." 

The 
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The  Commons  being  returned  to   their  Houfe,    and  Mr  a-^i  9.  Geo  ii. 
Speaker  having  reported  his  Majefty's  Speech,    Mr  Stephen  x,..^!-—^^^-^'..^ 
Fox  mov'd,  '  That  an  humble  Addrefs  he  prefented  to  his  Mr  s:ephcn  fox> 
Majelly,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  Thanks  of  that  Houfe  d\'°fs"of  Ti4"u?* 
for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  :    To  exprefs 
their  grateful  Senfe  of  his  Majefty's  continued  Endeavours 
to  reftore  the  publick  Tranquility,  and  to  avoid  involving 
this  Nation  unneceffarily  in  the  fatal  Confequences  of  a  ge- 
neral War :    To  congratulate  his   Majefty  upon  the  happy 
Turn,   which  the  Affairs  of  Europe  had  taken,  by  their  Im- 
perial and  moll  Chriftian  Majefties  having  agreed  to  preli- 
minary Articles  for  a  general   Pacification  ;    and   upon  the 
great  Probability  of  their  being  accepted  by  all  the  Powers 
engaged  in  the  War  :  And  to  declare,  from  the  AfTurances 
his  Majefty  had  been   pleafed  to  give   them,  that  thofe  Pre- 
liminaries did  not  effentially  vary  from  the  Plan  of  Pacifica- 
tion concerted  and   propofed  by  his  Majefty  and  the  States 
General ;   from  a  juft  Confidence  in  his  Majefty's  Goodnefs, 
and  the  Experience  they  had  of  his  conftant  and    paternal 
Care  of  the  true  Intereft  of  his  People,   through  the  whole 
Courfe  of  this  great  and  intricate  Work  ;  and  from  his  ^1- 
jefty's  having  declared,  in  Conjunflion  with  the  States,  his 
Approbation  of  the  faid  Preliminaries,    as  proper  Conditions 
of  a  general  Pacification  ;    that  they  could  make  no  Doub!:, 
but  they  were  fuch  as  would  give  a  general  Satisfadlion  :  To 
return  his  Majefty  their  Thanks  for  his  early  Care  in  eafing 
the  Burthens  of  his  People,  and  reducing  a   confiderable 
Number  of  his  Forces  both  by  Sea  and  Land  :  To  alfure  his 
Majefty  that  they   would,  with  great  Chearfulnefs,  raile  the 
neceffary  Supplies  :    And,  to  teftify   their  Gratitude  from  a 
juft  Senfe  of  the  Bleftings   they  then  enjoyed,  and  from  the 
Profpedl  of  future  Happinefs,    That  they  would  fupport  his 
Majefty   in  fuch  Meafures,    as  fhould  be   found  reafonable 
and  neceflary  to  render  that  great  and  defirable  Work  per- 
feft  and  lafting.' 

Mr  Fox  was  feconded   by  Mr  Hanbury  Williams:    And  •'^'•'^'p-ii} '•■.:■- 
Lord  Tyrconnell  declared,    'That  he  thought  the  Peace  was  i.iT;r!.an..eU. 
more  fafe,  honourable  and  gloriouF,  than  it  was  pcflible  for 
us  to  expeft.'  Upon  this  Occafion  Mr  Shippen  and  Mr  Walter  Mr  ohippc^. 
Plumer  took  Notice  of  that  Part  of  the  King's  Speech,  which  m;  v.vu.  Pi.i.T.er, 
related  to  the  Reduction  of  the  P'orces,  and  added,    '  That 
they  hoped  fome  whole  Regiments  would  be  reduced^  and 
not  a  Number  of  private  Men  only,  as  had  been  formerly 
pradlifed  upon   the  like  Occafions  ;  for  that  the  reducing  of 
a  whole  Regiment  would  be  a  much   greater  Saving  to  the 
Nation,  than  the  reducing  of  an  equal  Number  of  private 
Men  :  That  in  our  piefcnt  melancholy  Circumftanccs,    eve- 
ry   Method  ought  to  be  praftifed  by  which  the  publick  Mg- 
Vo!,  IV.     ■  O  -ev 
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ney  might  be  laved,  in  order  to  apply  as  much  as  pofTible 
yearly  to  the  Payment  of  our  publick  Debts  : 

•  That  the  Advantage  of  reducing  whole  Regiments,  was 
apparent  to  every  Gentleman  who  would  make  the  Calcula- 
tion ;  for  by  the  Eftablifhment  of  laft  Year,  a  marching 
Regiment,  which  confilled  of  8i  5  Men,  coll  the  Publick  a- 
bout  15,2171.  yearly;  fo  that  if  a  whole  Regiment  fhould 
be  reduced,  there  would  be  a  Saving  of  15,217!.  a  Year, 
Whereas  if  an  equal  Number  of  private  Men  only  be  reduced 
from  that  and  other  Regiments,  there  would  be  a  Saving  to 
the  Publick  of  the  Pay  of  fo  many  private  Men  only,  which 
in  a  Year  amounted  to  but  7,427  1.  from  whence  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  by  a  Redaction  of  Sooo  Men  made  by  reducing 
whole  Regiments,  the  Publick  would  fave  149,369  1.  year- 
ly ;  whereas,  a  Reduftion  of  8000  Men  made  by  the  re- 
ducing of  private  Men  only,  faves  but  73,oool.  yearly;  fo 
that  the  DiiFerence  to  the  Publick  was  a  Saving  of  76,369  1. 
yearly  ;  a  Saving  which  ought  not  to  be  negleded  :  That 
tho',  for  the  firft  Year  or  two,  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  iffue 
near  one  half  of  this  Sum  yearly  for  Half-pay  to  the  reduced 
Officers,  yet  in  a  few  Years  they  would  either  die  or  be  in- 
corporated in  the  Handing  Corps ;  fo  that  we  fhould  foon 
fave  this  whole  Sum  yearly. 

'  That  it  v^as  not  poffible  for  them  to  find  a  military  Rea- 
fon  why  we  ought  to  keep  up,  and  in  whofe  Pay  too,  a 
greater  Proportion  of  Officers  in  Time  of  Pence  than  wc 
did  in  Time  of  War  ;  and  as  there  was  no  Military  Reafon 
for  fo  doing,  People  would  be  apt  to  fappofe  it  was  done 
for  a  Civil  Reafon  ;  w-hich  was  a  Suppofition  injurious  to 
his  Majefty,  or  at  leaft  to  his  Miniflers  ;  and  for  that  Rea- 
fon they  would  in  a  particular  Manner  recommend  it  to  an 
honourable  Gentleman  on  the  Floor,  [  Sir  Robert-  Walpole  ] 
to  reduce  whole  Corps,  inrtead  of  reducing  private  Men 
only.' 

Then  Mr  Fox's  Motion  was  agreed  to  without  Debate, 
and  a  Committee  ordered  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  accord- 
ingly. 

Jan,  16.  A  Petition  of  Sir  Rowland  Winn,  Bart,  was  pre- 


Ronhnduiiin,     fented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  complaining  of  an   undue  E 
t;r.iuC"E:c"aiop.  it"  Icftion  and  Return  for  the  County  of  York,  which  was  or 
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dered  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  on  the  24th 
of  February  j  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Lift  of  Voters  to 
be  objeftcd  to  by  either  Party,  be  delivered  to  the  other 
by  that  Day  three  Weeks. 

Ja7i.    17.    The    Commons   prefented    their    Addrefs  of 
Thatik?  to  the  King  as  follows  : 

Mod 


w 
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Moft  Gracious  Sovereign,  ^''^l-.^'.-'^Jf 

^     E  your  Majefly's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjefls, 

the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  af-  TheCcn':-o 
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fembled,  return  your  Majefty  our  unfeigned   Thanks  for  f!>r'h?3'M'!ije'i5''^b'^^ 

*  your  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  sp>.c:h. 

*  We  are  truly  fenfible  of  your  Majcity's   early  Endea- 

*  vours  to  put  an  End  to  the  War,   and  can  never  enough 

*  admire  the  fteady  Application,   with  which  you  purfued 

*  that  great  Work,  by  the  joint  Interpofition  of  the  good 

*  Offices  of  Your  Majefty   and  the  States  General. 

*  And  it  is,  with  the  warmeft  Gratitude,  we  acknowledge 

*  Your  Majefty 's  particular  Care  and  Circumfpedlion,  in  all 

*  Your  Proceedings  not  to  involve  this  Nation  unneceftarily 

*  in  the  War  ;    when   at  the   fame  Time,   Your  Majefty 
'  ftiewed  You  were  not  infenfible  of  the  imminent  Danger 

*  that  threatened  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  from  a  long  Con- 

*  tinuance  of  it  upon  fo  unequal  a  Foot.   A  Condu6l  wherein 

*  Your  Majefty  plainly  proved.  You  equally  confulted  the 

*  immediate  Interefts  of  Your  People,  and  that  Balance  of 

*  Power  in  Europe,  upon  which  the  Safety  and  Commerce 

'  of  this   Nation   fo  much  depends  :    At  once  faving  this        '• 
'  Nation  from  all  the  prefent  Calamities  of  War,  and  trying 
'  to  avert  the  future  Neceflity  of  its  being  at  laft  obliged  to 
'  take  its  Share  and  Hazard  in  them. 

•  We  can't  but   be  fenftble  of  Your  Majefty's  Wifdom 
'  and  Impartiality,  in  forming  the  Plan  of  Pacification,  pro- 
'  pofed  by  Your  Majefty  and  the  States  General,   to  the 
■  Powers  engaged  in  War ;    which   although  not  immedi- 
'  ately  accepted  by  the  contending  Parties,  nor  anfwering 
the  defired  Effect  by  preventing  the  opening  of  the  Cam- 
paign, has  been  fo  far  adopted,    that  the  moft  material  and 
eftential  Parts  of  it  have  been  agreed  to  by   the  Princes 
originally  and  principally  concerned  in  this  Rupture,  and 
recommended  by  them  to  their  Allies  as  Preliminary  Ar- 
ticles to  a  General  Pacification. 

'  Upon  this  happy  Turn  the  AiFairs  of  Europe  have  taken, 
we  moft  heartily  congratulate  with  Your  Majefty  ;  and 
when  we  confider  the  Aft"urances  Your  Majefty  has  been 
gracioufty  pleafed  to  give  us,  that  thefe  Preliminaries  do  not 
effentially  vary  from  the  Plan  of  Pacification,  concerted 
by  Your  Majefty  and  the  States  General,  and  the  ready 
Approbation  Your  Majefty  and  the  States  General  have 
given  of  them  ;  a  juft  Confidence  in  Your  WifJom,  and 
the  Experience  we  have  of  Your  conftant  and  paternal 
Care  of  the  true  Intereft  of  Your  People,  through  the 
whole  Courfe  of  this  great  and  intricate  Work,  leaves  ir> 
not  the  leaft  Room  to  entertain  a  Doubt,  but  that  the  Pre- 
liminary Conditions  of  this  Pacification,  arc  foLinded,  and 
O   2  '   la 
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fo  approved,  as  will  give  general  Satisfaftion ;  in  which  Per- 
Tuafion  we  are  farther  confirmed,  by  the  great  Probability 
there  appears  to  be  of  their  being  accepted  and  agreed 
to,  by  all  tlie  Powers  engaged  in  the  War. 
'  Tlie  early  Regard  Your  Majelly  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  fliew  to  the  Welfare  of  Your  People*,  in  taking 
the  firft  Opportunity,  on  this  great  and  fortunate  Event, 
to  lighten  the  Burthen  of  their  Expences,  by  making  a 
Redudlion  of  Your  Forces,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  is  fuch 
a  Mark  of  Your  Care  in  confulting  their  Intereft,  and  of 
Your  tender  Concern  for  their  Eafe,  that  we  fhould  be 
as  unjuft  to  our  Gratitude,  as  to  Your  Majelty's  Good- 
nefs,  if  we  failed  to  teftify  the  one,  and  acknowledge  the 
other,  in  the  ftrongelt  and  moft  dutiful  Manner.  And  as  we 
look  upon  this,  added  to  all  the  other  Meafures  of  Your 
glorious  ar.d  happy  Reign,  as  a  Proof  that  the  Eilimates 
for  the  prefent  Year  will  be  proportioned  to  the  Situation 
of  Aftairs,  and  the  Purpofes  to  which  they  fhall  be  found 
neceffary  ;  fo  we  beg  Leave  to  affure  Your  Majelly,  that 
we  will  chearfully  and  efFedtually  raife  fuch  Supplies,  as 
the  Pofture  of  our  prefent  happy  Circumiiances  fiiall  re- 
quire, and  fufiicient  to  fupport  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  Your  Majefty's  Subjefts 
and  Dominions. 

'  And  if  fuch  Motives  could  want  any  additional  Circum- 
ftance  to  excite  us  to  fulfil  our  Duty  to  Your  Majelly  and 
our  Country,  the  Refleftion  on  the  good  Effeft  the  extra- 
ordinary Supplies,  granted  the  lall  Year  to  Your  Majelly, 
mull  have  had,  in  contributing  to  bring  this  long-laboured 
Work  to  fo  happy  an  liTue,  joined  to  the  Confcioufnefs  of 
the  influence  Your  Majefty's  Counfels  muft  ever  have  in 
the  Affairs  of  Europe,  whilft  a  loyal  Parliament  Ihews  it- 
felf  determined  to  fupport  the  Refolutions  of  a  wife  and 
cautious  Prince,  cannot  fail  to  operate  with  their  due 
Weight,  in  making  us  perfevere  in  our  Endeavours  to 
give  a  Luftre  to  Your  Majefty's  Reign  abroad,  equal,  if 
pofliblc,  to  the  liappinefs  we  enjoy  from  it  at  home/ 

To  this  Addrefs  his  Majefty  gave  the  following  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

Return  you  my  Thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  Ad- 
drefs. I  am  very  well  ploafed,  that  my  Endeavours 
to  reftore  the  publick  Tranquility  have  met  with  your 
Approbation  ;  and  you  may  be  afTured,  my  future  Care 
fnall  be  employed,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power,  to  render 
the  Peace  of  Europe  perfeft  and  lalline,  and  to  make 
}'ou  a  flouriiliing,  and  happy  People." 

I  an. 
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"Jan.  ig.  A  Petition  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  o-  A1m09.ceo.11. 
ther  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Norfolk,  whofe  Names  i_  — '_^-^.  j 
were   thereunto   fubfcribed,   in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  a  Debate  on  a  Pc- 
great  Number  more  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  faid  County,  lng°ofTnm,'.^"'" 
complaining  of  an  undue  Eledlion  and    Return  for  the  faid  '^'^'^  Eicftion  fbr 
County,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  and  a  Mo-  Norfolk"'^" 
tion  being  made  for  hearing  the  Matter  of  the  faid   Peti^ 
tion  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe   on  the  26th  of  February, 
Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  Hood  up  and  faid. 
Sir, 

*  lam  furprifed  to  hear  fuch  a  Motion  made,  confider-  sirj.  iijnuieCoc 
ing  the  Houfe,  but  three  Days  fmce,  appointed  the  York-  '°"- 
ihire  Petition  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe  on  the 
24th  of  next  Month,  which  is  but  two  Days  before  the 
Day  now  moved  for  hearing  the  Norfolk  Petition,  This 
looks  as  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  imagined,  that  we 
could  go  thro'  the  Yorkfhire  Petition  in  two  Days  ;  whereas, 
in  my  Opinion,  if  we  examine  into  it  as  we  ought,  and  as  1" 
hope  we  will,  it  will  take  us  up  two  Years,  or  at  leall  the 
ufual  Time  of  two  Seffions.  I  confefs.  Sir,  I  have  not 
the  Honour  to  be  let  into  the  Secrets  of  any  of  the  York- 
fhire Petitioners,  but  I  believe  the  honourable  Gentleman, 
who  made  tne  Motion,  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their 
real  and  moll  hidden  Defigns  ;  therefore,  from  his  making 
fuch  a  Motion  as  lie  has  been  juft  now  pleafed  to  make 
you,  I   mull  conclude,   that  the  Yorkfhire  Petitioners   are  ' 

refolved  to  drop  their  Petition,  in  cafe  they  fhould  find 
themfelves  unable  to  carry  fome  very  remarkable  Queflion 
the  firft  or  fecond  Day.  If  this  be  really  the  Cafe,  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  was  much  in  the  Right  to  make  you 
fuch  a  Motion  as  he  has  done,  with  regard  to  the  Norfolk 
Eleftion  ;  but  while  we  are  Members  of  this  Houfe,  I 
think,  we  ought  upon  no  Occafion  to  be  direfted,  in  our 
way  of  voting,  by  the  private  Opinion  or  fecret  Knowledge 
of  other  Men  i  and  therefore  if  the  honourable  Gentleman 
knows  of  any  fuch  Secret  with  regard  to  the  Yorkfhire  Pe- 
tition, he  will  fland  up  again  and  acquaint  the  Houfe 
with  it,  that  we  may  have  the  fame  Reafon  for  agreeing 
to  his  Motion,    which  he  had  for  making  it.' 

Mr  Pulteney  flood  up  next,  and  faid. 
Sir, 

'  I  am  very  forry  to  find  fo  many  Petitions  complaining  '^'■^"'"•"cy 
of  undue  Elcdions  and  Returns  for  Counties ;  for  the  Ex- 
pence  of  controverting  fuch  Elcdions  ib  fo  great,  that  it  is 
impoffible  any  Gentleman  can  bear  to  pay  the  whole  out  of 
liio  private  Fortune.  As  the  Cafe  Hands  at  prefent,  when- 
ever the  Eledlion  for  a  Cc;inty  comes  to  be  controverted, 
i\\^  Expence  mull  neceffarily  be  raifcd  by  a  general  Contri- 
bution 
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.ino  9  Geo.  II.  butloD  among  all  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  ;  and  it 
i7{s-A^  will  not  fignify  much  to  eafe  the  Landed  Gentlemen  of  a 
Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,  if  by  the  Controverting 
of  Eledions  they  Ihall  be  obliged,  once  in  every  Parliament, 
to  tax  themfclves,  perhaps  in  ten  Times  that  Sum,  for  fup- 
porting  the  Rights  of  their  Country. 

'  Injuflicc  may,  'tis  true,  be  fometimes  done  by  the  Re- 
turning Officers  for  Counties,  as  well  as  by  the  Returning 
Officers  for  Boroughs.  But  as  there  are  fuch  a  great  Number 
of  \'oters  for  every  County,  as  almoft  every  Freeholder's 
Right  of  voting  muft  be  examined  into,  before  the  Injuftice 
of  the  Returning  Officer  can  be  detected,  and  as  the  nam- 
ing of  that  Returning  Officer  depends  entirely  upon  the  Mi- 
jiillers  of  the  Crown,  the  EledUon  for  all  the  Counties  in 
England  is  certainly  very  precarious.  And  when  any  In- 
juftice is  done,  the  Difcovering  of  it  is  fo  troublefome  and 
expenfive,  that  no  private  Man  can  well  undertake  it  :  In 
fuch  Circumilances,  it  will  always  be  eafy  for  the  Minifters 
of  the  Crown  to  appoint  who  fiiall  be  the  Knights  of  any 
Shire,  whenever  they  have  a  Mind  ;  for  if  the  Returning 
Officer  makes  an  undue  Return  according  to  their  Orders,  it 
is  almoft  impoffible  to  difcover  the  Injuftice  done  by  him,  (o 
as  to  fubjett  him  to  the  Punifhment  inflifted  by  Law  ;  and 
if  the  Returning  Officer  fhould  happen  to  dilbbey  their  Or- 
ders, it  is  but  making  their  Candidates  petition,  by  which 
the  Gentlemen  rightfully  chofen,  and  duely  returned,  will  be 
put  to  fuch  an  Expence  in  defending  their  Right,  that  no 
Man  will  thereafter  choofe  to  Hand  for  any  County  in  Op- 
pofition  to  the  Court-Intereft.  This  Injuftice  in  the  Return- 
ing Officers,  as  well  as  this  Expence  to  the  Gentlemen  cho- 
fen or  petitioning,  might,  in  my  Opinion,  be  eafily  prevent- 
ed by  a  few  fmall  Amendments  to  the  Laws  now  in  Being 
for  regulating  Eledions  ;  for  if  the  Oath  to  be  taken  by 
Freeholders,  on  occafion  of  their  coming  to  vote  at  any 
Eletlion,  were  made  a  little  more  full  and  explicit,  no  Man 
would  dare  to  take  it  falfly,  becaufe  it  would  be  eafy  to  con- 
vict him  of  Perjury;  and  thofe,  againft  whom  he  voted, 
would  always  be  ready  to  be  at  the  Trouble  and  Expence  of 
the  Profecution  ;  in  which  Cafe  the  taking  of  the  Oath 
rnight  be  made  final  and  conclufive  as  to  the  Perfon's  Right 
cf  voting,  fo  that  the  Right  of  any  Freeholder  to  his  Vote 
4t  an  Eleflion  would  never  come  to  be  controverted  at  the 
Bar  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  then  it  would  be  eafy  to  deteft  the 
Returning  Officers,  if  they  committed  any  Injuftice,  and  the 
controverting  of  Eledions  would  not  be  near  fo  tedious, 
troublefome,  or  expenfive  as  it  is  at  prefent. 

'  As  the  Cafe  now  flands.  Si-;,  the  Expence  of  controvert- 
; -p  a   Coanty  Electio:!  is  mofl  grievous  and  moft  teuible  ; 

and 
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and  as  the  County  of  Norfolk  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft 
populous  Counties  in  England,  the  Expence  of  controverting 
the  EleAion  for  that  County  muft  be  much  greater  than 
moft  others  ;  but  if  you  appoint  the  Petition  from  that 
County  to  be  heard  in  fo  few  Days,  after  the  Day  on  which 
you  have  appointed  the  Yorklhire  Petition  to  be  heard,  you 
would  greatly  enhance  even  that  greater  Expence  ;  becaufe 
bot-h  the  fxtting  Member  and  the  Petitioners  for  Norfolk, 
mull  have  their  Lawyers,  Agents,  WitnefTes,  and  all  the 
other  Implements  of  a  controverted  Eledlion,  attending  in 
Town,  and  living  at  their  Expence,  during  the  whole  Time 
of  the  Controverfy  about  the  Yorklhire  Petition.  This,  1 
fay.  Sir,  muft  be  the  Cafe,  at  leaft  of  the  fitting  Member, 
[5/r  Edmund  Uacoti]  becaufe  I  am  pretty  well  convinc'd  he 
is  not  in  any  Concert,  nor  knows  any  of  the  Secrets  of  the 
Petitioners  for  Yorklhire  ;  and  the  laymg  him  under  fuch  an 
extraordinary  Expence,  or  indeed  under  any  Expence,  is 
the  more  unneceflary,  becaufe  the  only  Gentleman,  whofe 
Right  feems  to  be  controverted,  is  now  dead,  [Mr  Wode- 
houfe']  by  which  Means  the  Petitioners  and  their  Friends 
might,  if  they  pleafed,  have  an  Opportunity  of  trying  their 
Intereft  in  the  County  by  a  new  Eledlion,  without  putting 
themfelves  to  the  Trouble  or  Charge  of  controverting  the 
former  ;  but  it  feems  the  Petitioners  know  that  the  Expence 
of  controverting  the  former  Eleftion,  great  as  it  muft  be, 
will  be  lefs  to  them  than  the  Expence  of  a  new  Eledion  j 
which,  by  the  by.  Sir,  feems  to  me  to  be  a  Dcmonftration 
that  their  natural  Intereft  in  the  County  is  not  much  to  be 
depended  on. 

'  But  to  this.  Sir,  I  muft  add,  that  I  have  been  informed, 
and  really  believe,  that  the  Petitioners  could  not  make  near 
fo  good  a  Show  upon  a  new  Eledion,  as  they  did  upon  the 
former  ;  for  every  one  knows  that  on  fuch  Occaiions  many 
Promifes  are  made  by  thofe,  who  do  not  depend  upon  their 
natural  Intereft,  but  upon  the  unnatural  and  acquired  In- 
tereft they  may  have  by  Means  of  the  many  Pofts  and  Pre- 
ferments they  have  at  their  Difpofal :  And  I  have  heard, 
that  many  Promifes  were  made  upon  the  laft  Eledion  for  the 
County  of  Norfolk,  which  have  not  been  performed  ;  from 
whence  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  Perfons  to  whom  thole 
Promifes  were  made,  and  who  were  thereby  induced  to  vote 
contrary  to  their  Inclinations,  will  upon  a  new  Eledion  vote 
according  to  Confcience.  This,  Sir,  I  am  afraid,  is  the  true 
Reafon  for  renewing  the  Petition  from  that  County,  not- 
withftanding  its  being  certain  that  the  Hearing  of  thefe  Pe- 
titions will  coft  them  more  than  a  new  Eledion  can  naturally 
coft  them  ;  notwithftanding  its  being  certain,  that  a  new 
Eledion  would  bring  their  Candidates  looner  to  their  having 
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Anno  9.  Geo.  u.  Scats  ill  this  Houfc,  than  they  can  be  by  the  Hearing  of  the 
y^  —  '-'  J  Petition-;  and  I  muft  fay,  that  the  Motion  now  made  to  us 
feems  calculated  for  nothing,  but  that  of  laying  the  fitting 
Member  and  his  Friends  under  a  Neceffity  of  yielding  to  the 
Petitioners,  rather  than  be  at  the  Expence  of  trying  the 
Merits  of  the  lall  Eleflion  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe. 
M:  winnip.gton.  To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  Mr  Winnington,  Sir  Wil- 
s'iru.  vonsc  Jiam  Yonge  and  other  Members,  'That  it  was  impoffible 
to  foretel  how  long  the  hearing  of  the  Yorklhire  Petition 
would  lall ;  but  they  could  not  imagine  it  would  lall;  near 
fo  long  as  the  honourable  Gentleman  feemed  to  intimate  ; 
for  as  the  controverted  Votes  on  both  Sides  would  be  very 
much  reduced,  and  fully  afcertained,  by  the  Lilts  that  were 
to  be  mutually  delivered,  they  could  not  think  that  Dif- 
pute  would  take  up  many  Days,  much  lefs  feveral  Weeks  : 
That  they  would  readily  join  in  any  Meafures  for  pre- 
venting the  Injullice  of  Returning  Officers,  as  well  as  for 
making  the  controverting  of  County  Eledlions,  fhort  and 
cafy  ;  but  the  controverted  Ele£lions  then  depending  could 
not  be  regulated  by  any  fuch  Meafures  :  And  as  many  of 
the  Freeholders  of  Norfolk  had  complained  of  Injullice  done 
them  at  the  lad  Eledion,  it  was  a  Duty  incumbent  upon 
them,  as  Members  of  that  Houfe,  to  hear  their  Complaints, 
and  give  the  Complainants  fuch  Redrefs  as  they  fhould  rind 
them  intitled  to  :  Tliat  this  they  were  obliged  to  do  with  all 
poffible  difpatch  ;  and  if  the  hearing  of  the  Yorkfliire  Petition 
fhould  iaft  two  or  three  Day,  which  might  probably  be 
the  Cal'c,  it  would  be  doing  Injuitice  to  the  People  of  Nor- 
folk to  put  off  the  hearing  of  their  Complaints  for  two  or 
three  Weeks  :  That  they  knew  no  more  of  the  Secrets  of 
the  Petitioners  for  Yorkfhire,  than  any  other  Gentleman  of 
that  Houfe,  fo  that  their  moving  for  having  the  Norfolk 
Petition  heard,  fo  foon  after  the  Day  appointed  for  hearing 
the  Yorkfhire  Petition,  could  proceed  from  nothing  but 
their  great  Defire  to  do  JulHce  to  the  Norfolk  Petitioners, 
and  the  fitting  Member,  with  all  poffible  Difpatch  :  I'hat  if 
the  Petitioners,  their  Lawyers,  Agents,  and  Witnefles  fliould 
be  obliged  to  attend  in  a  few  Days  before  their  Affair  could 
be  brought  on,  it  was  an  Inconvenience  which  could  not  be 
avoided  ;  it  was  an  Inconvenience  which  People  had  always 
been,  and  muft  always  be  fubjeft  to,  in  all  Courts,  and  in 
all  forts  of  Caufes  ;  for  unlefs  People  were  fubjeded  to 
fuch  an  Inconvenience,  every  Court  of  Judicature  in  the 
Kingdom  would  often  be  put  to  a  full  Stop,  which  would 
make  it  impoffible  to  adminiiler  Juftice  to  all  thofe  who 
might  be  obliged  to  fue  to  fuch  Courts  for  Jultice  ;  but 
whatever  Inconvenience  there  was  in  this  Refpedt,  it  lay 
iieavier  in  the  prefent  Cafe  upon  the  Petitioners  than  it  could 

do 
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do  upon  the  fitting  Member  ;  becaufe  the  Petitioners  would  Anno  9  crt».  ir< 
be  obliged  to  attend  in  Town,  from  the  Day  appointed  for  ij—^'-' ,  j 
hearing  their  Petition,  which  they  were  not  otherwife  o- 
bliged  to  do  ;  whereas  the  fitting  Member  was  otherwife 
obliged  to  be  in  Town,  in  order  to  attend  the  Service  of  the 
Houfe :  That  they  knew  of  no  Promifes  made  upon  the 
former  Eleftion,  nor  any  Difappointments  People  had  finee 
met  with  ;  but  believed  that  fuch  Reports  were  without 
Foundation  :  That  a  new  Election  might  perhaps  be  lefs  ex- 
penfive  than  to  try  the  Merits  of  the  lall  Eleflion  ;  and 
likewiie  Gentlemen  might  perhaps  come  fooner  to  their 
Seats  in  that  Houfe  by  a  new  Eleftion,  than  by  having  their 
Right  upon  the  former  Eledlion  determined;  but  if  any  Gen- 
tleman had  a  Right  to  a  Seat  in  that  Houfe  upon  the  for-' 
mer  Election,  it  was  not  reafonable  to  expert  that  he  Ihould 
give  up  that  Right,  which  he  muft  do  by  fubmitcing  to 
a  new  Eledlion :  That  befides,  if  Injuftice  be  done  to  himi 
as  well  as  the  County  upon  the  former  Eledion,  it  was  a 
Duty  he  owed  both  to  himfelf  and  his  County,  to  profecute 
the  Authors  of  that  Injuflice  in  fuch  Manner  as  the  Laws 
of  his  Country  dire£l ;  and  as  that  could  not  be  done,  but 
by  bringing  the  Merits  of  the  former  Eledion  to  be  tried  at 
the  Bar  of  that  Houfe,  they  thought  that  the  Petitioners 
were  in  the  Right  to  infill  upon  it  :  That  this  was  certainly 
the  Duty  of  the  Petitioners,  and  it  was  their  Duty,  as  Mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe,  to  hear  and  determine  the  Affair  as  icon 
as  polTible,  by  agreeing  to  the  Motion.' 

Hereupon  the  Motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  Divilion  ; 
and  the  Lifts  of  controverted  Voters  were  ordered  to  be  mu- 
tually delivered  by  that  Day  Month. 

The  fame  Day  Mr  Walter  Plumcr  prefented  to  the  Houfe  Debate ona  pe- 


tition of  John 


a.  Petition  of  John  Neale,  Efq;  complaining  of  an  undue  Ncsiej- 
Eledion  and  Return  for  the  City  of  Coventry  ;    and   tlie  F'''''i,"5„°''"' "^'" 
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fame  being  read,  Mrrlumer  Itood  up  again  and  laid,  •  That  Co\c,.it7. 
tho'  by  the  Forms  of  proceeding  in  that  Houfe,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  Petitioner  to  prefent  a  Petition  that  Seflion,  in 
the  very  fame  Words  with  the  Petition  prefented  by  him 
upon  the  fame  Subjeft  the  preceeding  Seflion,  yet  he  had 
now  given  him  Orders  to  acquaint  the  Houfe,  That  in  order 
to  fave  Trouble  to  the  Houfe,  and  not  to  take  up  their 
Time  any  longer  than  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  pafs  from  every  Complaint  in  his  Petition  mentioned,  ih  'v  p]un>«r, 
except  fo  far  as  related  to  the  Qualification  of  John  Bird, 
Efq;  one  of  the  fitting  Members  for  the  faid  City  ;  which 
was  the  only  Complaint  he  intended  to  infilt  on  at  the  hear- 
ing of  the  Petition  :  And  as  the  Determining  of  that  Point 
could  not  take  up  above  half  an  Hour  of  their  Time,  he 
Vol.  IV.  P  would 
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would  therefore  move,  that  the  Petition  might  be  heard  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Houfe'  :  But  upon  the  Queftion's  being  put, 
it  paffed  in  the  Negative,  and  the  Petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Eledions. 

Jan.  21.  A  Petition  of  Anthony  Chute,  Efq;  complain- 
ing of  an  undue  Eleflion  and  Return  for  the  County  of 
Southampton,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  and  it 
was  ordered.  That  the  Matter  of  the  faid  Petition  be  heard 
at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  9th  of  March  ;  after  which 
it  was  moved  to  order.  That  the  Lifts,  with  refpedl  td 
the  faid  controverted  Eledlion,  be  delivered  by  that  Day  five 
Weeks :  Hereupon  Mr  Lifle,  one  of  the  fitting  Members  for 
that  County  flood  up  and  faid,  *  That  he  would  willingly 
fubmit  to  any  Order  the  Houfe  fliould  make  upon  that  Oc- 
cafion,  and  would  be  ready  to  deliver  his  Lifts  by  any  Day 
the  Houfe  ihould  prefix  ;  but  as  the  Defign  of  delivering  fuch 
Lifts  was  to  fhorten  the  Difpute,  and  to  prevent  taking  up 
their  Time  with  Inquiries  into  Objeftions  againft  Voters, 
which  were  either  falfe  or  frivolous,  the  longer  the  Time 
was  which  was  to  be  prefixed  for  delivering  fuch  Lifts,  both 
the  Petitioner  and  he  would  be  more  enabled  to  abridge 
their  Lifts  j  and  therefore,  in  order  to  give  the  Houfe  as 
little  Trouble  as  poffible,  which  he  was  very  much  inclined 
to,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  give  him  and  the  Petitioner 
as  much  Time  as  poffible  for  making  up  and  delivering  their 
Lifts  :  That  with  refpeft  to  the  Objeftions  againft  the  Vo- 
ters of  either  Side,  they  were  obliged  to  depend  upon  the 
Information  of  others  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  their  being 
excluded  from  objefting  againft  any  Perfon,  who  was  really 
a  bad  Voter  upon  the  other  Side  of  the  Queftion,  they  were 
obliged  to  put  every  Man's  Name  in  their  Lifts,  againft 
whom  they  could  hear  of  any  Sot  t  of  Objeftion  ;  but  that 
if  he  had  Time,  he  would,  by  himfelf  and  his  Agents,  in- 
quire particularly  into  every  Objeftion  ;  and  would  put  no 
Man's  Name  in  his  Lift,  if  upon  fuch  Inquiry  he  ihould 
find  that  the  ObjeAion  v/as  not  fufHciently  fupported  by 
Reafon  and  Evidence,  by  which  Means  he  might  probably 
very  much  abridge  the  Lift  he  was  to  deliver  ;  and  he  did 
not  doubt  of  the  Petitioners  doing  the  fame  :  That  as  there 
were  already  Petitions  from  Yorklhire,  Norfolk  and  Flint- 
Ihire,  appointed  to  be  heard  before  the  Day  appointed  for 
hearing  of  the  Petition  againft  him,  it  could  not  be  prefumed, 
that  the  hearing  of  the  Pcticion  againft  him  would  come  on 
upon  the  very  Day  the  Houfe  had  appointed  for  hearing 
it  :  That  therefore  he  thought  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Houfe  to  fufpend  making  any  Order,  for  delivering  Lifts  of 
bad  Voters  for   the  County  of  Southampton,  till  after  the 
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Determination  of  the  Yorkfhire  Eleflion  at  leaft ;  for  as  the  Anno  9.  Geo.  n. 
Petition  for  the  County  of  Norfolk,  and  that  for  the  County  ^/-Ij^i!"  ^ 
of  Flint,  were  both  to  be  heard  before  the  Petition  for  the 
County  of  Southampton  could  come  on,  there  could  be  no 
Inconvenience  in  delaying  to  make  any  Order  for  delivering 
Lifts  with  refpeft  to  the  laft  ;  becaufe  after  the  Determina- 
tion of  the  Yorkfhire  Eledlion,  the  Houfe  might  order  the 
Lifts  for  the  County  of  Southampton  to  be  delivered  by  that 
Day  fe'enight ;  and  it  was  impoffible  the  Norfolk  and  Flint 
Eleftions  could  both  be  determined  in  a  Week's  Time.  For 
this  Reafon,  he  hoped  the  honourable  Gentleman  would, 
for  the  Convenience  of  the  Petitioner,  as  well  as  for  his 
Convenience,  and  alfo  for  the  fake  of  faving  the  Time  of 
that  Houfe,  wave  the  Motion  he  had  made ;  and  that  the 
Houfe  would  fufpend  making  any  Order  for  delivering  the 
Lifts  for  the  County  of  Southampton,  till  after  the  Deter- 
mination of  the  Yorkfhire  Eledion. 

To  this  it  was  anfwer'd,  *  That  the  ufual  Method  was 
for  the  Houfe  to  appoint  a  Day  for  delivering  Lifts  of  all 
County  Eledlions,  at  the  fame  Time  they  appointed  a  Day 
for  hearing  the  Petition  :  That  the  three  other  County 
Eleftions  might  for  fome  Reafon  or  other  be  put  off,  or  per- 
haps entirely  dropt,  for  which  Reafon  it  was  necefTary  for 
thofe  concerned  in  the  Southampton  Eleftion,  to  be  fully  pre- 
pared and  ready  for  the  Hearing,  againft  the  Day  the  Houfe 
had  appointed,  which  they  could  not  be,  unlefs  the  Lifts 
vsere  delivered  againft  the  Day  then  moved  for  :  And  that, 
as  the  fitting  Member,  as  well  as  the  Petitioner,  had  already 
had  near  a  whole  Year  to  inquire  into  the  Qualifications  of 
Voters  and  the  Objeftions  that  could  be  made  againft  any 
of  them,  it  was  to  be  prefumed  that  their  Lifts  were  then 
as  much  abridged  as  they  could  poflibly  be.' 

Then  the  Queftion  being  put  for  delivering  the  Lifts  by 
that  Day  five  Weeks,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  with- 
out a  Divifion. 

January  26.  Mr  Eversfield  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  Pe-  L  sheFp"  rd,  eiV 
tition  of  Richard  Sheppard,  Efq;   complaining  of  an  undue  ^^^^ilJ^L'u  for 
Eleftion,  and  Return  for  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  which  southwark. 
was  accordingly  read  ;  and  a  Motion  being  made,  and  fe-  Debate  thereon. 
conded,   that  the  Matter  of  the  faid  Petition  be  heard  at  ^r  Eversfield. 
the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  j  Mr  Winnington  ftood  up  and  faid,  ^^  vviunington. 
*  That  altho'  the    honourable  Gentleman,  who  prefented 
the  Petition,  had  moved  to  have  it  heard  at  the  Bar  of  the 
Houfe  ;  and  altho'  that  Motion  had  been  feconded,  and  very 
much  preffed  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  who  was  one 
of  the  fitting  Members   for  Southwark,   and  againft  whom 
the  Petition  feemcd  to  be  chiefly  aimed  ;  yet  he  hoped  Gen- 
tlemen would  have  fome  Regard  to  the  honourable  Gcn- 
P  Z  tleman 
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Anno9.G«o.ii.  tleman  ill  the  Chair,  to  whom  every  Eleflion  heard  at  the 
^  |-["— 'i,  f  Bar  was  a  very  great  Fatigue.  That  befides,  they  ought  to 
confider  their  own  I'ime,  and  how  much  of  it  would  be 
taken  up  in  hearing  the  Petitions  already  appointed  to  be 
heard  at  the  Bar,  infomuch,  that  he  was  afraid  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  them  to  go  thro'  the  publick  Bufinefs,  which 
could  not  be  put  off  till  another  Seffion  without  doing  a 
very  great  Prejudice  to  the  Nation  in  general  :  That  as 
there  was  a  vaft  Number  of  Voters  in  the  Borough  of  South- 
wark,  there  would  of  courfe  be  a  very  great  Number  of 
Witneffes  to  be  examined ;  and  confequently  a  great  many 
Points  of  Law  would  probably  arife,  which  mull  be  argued 
by  Counfcl,  and  many  of  them  might  perhaps  afterwards 
be  argued  for  a  long  Time  in  the  Houie ;  fo  that  upon  the 
whole,  he  did  not  believe  the  Houfe  could  go  thro'  that 
Eletflion  in  two  or  three  Weeks,  even  tho'  they  fhould  ad- 
journ all  other  Bufinefs,  and  fit  upon  it  De  Die  in  Diem.  For 
this  Reafon  he  hoped,  that  not  only  out  of  Regard  to  their 
Speaker,  but  out  of  Regard  to  the  Publick,  and  to  the  Bu- 
finefs of  the  Nation  in  general,  they  woukl  allow  that  Elec- 
tion to  go  to  their  Committee,  where  it  might  be  heard 
without  interrupting  the  publick  Bufinefs,  without  fatiguing 
their  Speaker,  and  without  doing  any  Prejudice  either  to 
their  Petitioner,  or  to  the  fitting  Jtjbcinber.'' 
i;;r  J.  H.  Cotton.  Hereupon  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  Jttood  up,  and  fald. 
Sir, 

*  Upon  the  prefent  Occafion,  I  cannot  omit  taking  No- 
tice of  what  happened  when  the  Yorkfhire  Petition  was  pre- 
fented.  In  the  County  of  York  there  are  certainly  five  or 
fix  times  as  many  Voters  as  there  are  in  the  Borough  of 
Southwark,  and  tlierefore,  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  be 
of  Opinion,  that  the  Eleftion  of  the  Borough  of  Southwark 
will  take  up  two  or  three  Weeks  of  our  Time,  he  mull 
have  been  of  Opinion,  that  the  Eleftion  for  Yorklhire  would 
take  up  at  leaf!  three  or  four  Months ;  yet  when  that  Pe- 
tition was  prcfented,  I  remember  the  fame  honourable  Gen- 
tleman appeared  very  fond  of  having  it  heard  at  the  Bar  of 
this  Houfe ;  and  I  flTould  be  glad  to  know  from  whence 
proc<Jeds  that  tender  Regard,  which  he  is  pleafed  to  tellify 
in  the  prefent  Cafe,  for  the  honourable  Gentleman  in  the 
Chair,  fince  he  did  not  feem  to  fliew  the  leaft  Regard  for 
him  in  the  former  V 

MrHw.thcote.  jvir  Heathcote  fpoke  next : 

Sir, 

*  ^y  an  Agreement  between  me  and  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman who  prcfented  the  Petition,  he  promifed  to  move  for 
its  being  heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  :  He  has  accord- 
ingly dune  foj  and  I  have  feconded  that  Motion ;  after 

which 
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which  I  am  not  a  little  furprifed  to  hear  any  Gentleman  Anno  9.  Geo.  ir. 

attempt  to  have  it  font  to  the  Committee ;  for  when  the  y^^^'-^'l '    j 

fitting  Member,  as  well  as  the  Petitioner,  infills  upon  having 

the  Petition  heard  at  the  Bar,  I  believe  there  is  no  Example 

of  fuch  a  Petition's  being  referred  to  the  Committee.     I 

have  as  great  a  Regard  for  the  honourable  Gentleman  in 

the  Chair  as  any  Member  in  this  Houfe  can  pretend  to ; 

but  I  know  he  will  grudge  no  Trouble  in  doing  Service  to 

the  Publick,  or  Juftice  to  any  Member  who  thinks  himfelf 

injured  ;   and   in  the  prefent  Cafe   I  tnfift  with  the  more 

Freedom  upon  having  the  Petition  heard  at  the  Bar,  becaufe 

I  know  the  contefted  Votes  are  but  very  few  ;   fo  that  the 

Hearing  can  laft  but  a  very  few  Days ;  and  I  have  fome 

Reafon  to  expeft,  that  the  Petition  will   be  given  up  even 

before  thofe  Votes  which  arc  contefted  are  all  examined 

into. 

*  But,  Sir,  I  have  another  Reafon  for  infilling  upon  its 
being  heard  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe  :  The  Petition  which 
has  been  publickly  read  here,  contains  feveral  grievous  and 
heinous  Allegations  againft  me,  therefore  I  think  I  have  a 
fort  of  Right  to  have  the  Truth  of  thefe  Allegations  exa- 
mined into,  in  the  fame  Place  in  which  they  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  ;  and  I  infill  upon  it,  becaufe,  I  have  very  good 
Reafon  to  believe,  that  when  this  is  done  the  Petition  will 
appear  to  be  as  vexatious  as  any  ever  prefented  to  this 
Hoafe.  And  my  Reafon  for  believing  fo  is  founded  not 
only  upon  a  Confcioufnefs  of  my  own  Innocence,  but  upon 
the  Candour  and  Sincerity  of  the  Petitioner's  own  Scruti- 
neers ;  for  during  the  whole  Time  of  the  Eleftion,  the  Re- 
turning Officer  for  that  Borough  afled  fo  equally  and  fairly, 
that,  after  the  Scrutiny  was  over,  even  the  Scrutineers  for 
the  Petitioner  returned  him  Thanks  for  his  Juftice  and  Im- 
partiality. 

'  For  thefe  Reafon?,  I  hope.  Sir,  the  Houfe  will  not 
only  order  this  Petition  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar,  but  will 
appoint  a  fhort  Day,  confidering  the  Place  is  juft  in  our 
Neighbourhood,  fo  that  no  Pretence  can  be  made,  that  any 
ot  the  Parties  or  Witnefies  are  at  any  great  Diftance. 

Mr  Walter  Plumer  fpoke  next.  * 

Sir, 

As  the  Eleftions,  which  are  appointed  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar, 
are  generally  fooner  determined  than  thofe  which  are  referred  miW.  Piumcr. 
to  the  Committee  ;  and  as  it  is  always  very  much  the  Inte- 
reft  of  the  Petitioner,  to  have  the  Matter  of  his  Petition 
foon  heard,  if  he  has  any  Confidence  in  it ;  therefore  I  have 
never  obferved  the  Hearing  of  any  Petition  at  Bar  refufed, 
when  it  was  defired  and  infilled  on  by  the  fitting  Member  : 
But  there  is  fomething  very  extraordinary  in   the  prefent 

Cafe, 
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Anno  9  Geo.  11.  Cafe,  for  not  only  the  fitting  Member  dcfires  and  infifts 
^'^-'„  J  upon  the  Petition's  being  appointed  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar,  but 
there  feems  to  be  a  Defign  in  the  Petitioner  not  to  have  his 
Petition  heard  at  all,  or  at  leaft  not  this  Seffion  ;  for  other- 
wife  he  would  certainly  have  prefented  it  anvong  the  firft, 
as  he  might  and  ought  to  have  done,  whereas  he  has  de- 
layed prelenting  it  almoft  as  long  as  he  could  ;  which  to  me 
is  really  a  ftiong  Prefumption,  that  he  is  fenfible  of  his  Peti- 
tion's being  fuch  as  the  fitting  Member  has  reprefented  it  to 
be  ;  and  if  it  be  fo.  there  can  be  no  ftronger  Reafon  af- 
figned,  not  only  for  its  being  heard  at  the  Bar,  but  for  its 
being  heard  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  Queftion  was  then  put  for  hearing  the  Petition  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  ;  which  upon  a  Divifxon  was  carried  in 
the  Affirmative  by  145  to  142.  After  which  the  Qnellion 
was  put  for  hearing  it  at  the  Bar  on  the  i  oth  of  February, 
which  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  without  a  Divifion. 

This  Affair  being  over  Mr  Walter  Plumer  flood  up  and 
faid,  *  That,  altho'  he  had  before  acquainted  the  Houfe, 
that  Mr  Neale,  Petitioner  for  Coventry,  was  willing  to  pafs 
from  every  Complaint  in  his  Petition,  except  fo  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  Qualification  of  John  Bird,  Efq;  one  of  the  fitting 
Members ;  yet  that  fomething  to  that  Purpofe  might  appear 
upon  their  Votes,  and  to  infure  the  fitting  Member  ihat  no 
other  Complaint  would  be  infilled  on  againil  him,  he  would 
move.  That  fince  John  Neale,  Efq;  who  had  exhibited  a 
Petition  to  that  Houfe,  complaining  of  an  undue  Eledion 
and  Return  for  the  City  of  Coventry,  defired  to  withdraw 
the  Complaints  in  the  faid  Petition,  except  as  to  what  re- 
lates to  the  Qualification  of  John  Bird,  Efq;  one  of  the  fit- 
ting Members  for  the  faid  City,  therefore  it  might  be  or- 
dered. That  the  faid  Petition  fhould  be  difmiffed  except  as 
aforefaid  :  This  was  accordingly  agreed  to.  Then  Mr 
Plumer  added,  '  That  as  the  examining  the  Matter  of  that 
Petition,  as  it  then  flood,  could  not  require  any  long  Prepa- 
ration, or  the  bringing  up  many  WitnefTes  ;  and  as  it  could 
not  take  up  fo  much  as  one  Evening  to  determine  that  Com- 
plaint in  the  Committee  ;  therefore  he  would  move  for  an 
Infl:ru6lion  to  the  Committee  to  hear  it  on  that  Day  three 
Weeks'.  To  this  it  was  objefted,  as  it  had  been  to  the  for- 
mer Motion  in  this  Affair,  '  That  it  was  contrary  to  the 
eommon  Courfe,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  that  Affair 
fo  extraordinary  as  to  induce  them  to  hear  it  out  of  its  due 
Courfe.'  For  this  Reafon,  upon  the  Queflion's  being  put, 
it  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

The 
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The  fame  Day  the  Houfe  being  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole   Houfe   on  the   Supply,    Sir  Charles  Wager  moved, 
*  That  I  c.ooo  Men  be  employed  in  the  Sea  Service  for  the  sirc,  \yagcr's 

J '  *■      '  Motion  for  15,000 

Year   1736.  Men  for  the  sea 

Hereupon  Mr  Walter  Plumer  flood  up  and  fpoke  as  fol-  y^^Ti^yfa.^' 

^OWS  :  Debate  thereon. 

Sir 

*  I  do  not  rife  up  to  oppofe  the  Motion,  becaufe,  as  we 
have  the  Happinefs  to  live  in  an  Ifland,  I  have  always  been 
of  Opinion,  that  we  ought  chiefly  to  depend  upon  our  Na- 
val Force ;  and  for  this  Reafon  I  Ihall  never  be  againll  our 
keeping  up  a  pretty  large  Number  of  Seamen,  even  in 
Times  of  the  moft  profound  Peace  and  Tranquility.  We 
have,  'tis  true,  for  fome  Years  paft,  followed  a  quite  con- 
trary Maxim  ;  we  have  kept  up  fuch  a  great  Number  of 
Land  Forces,  that  it  has  not  been  in  our  Power  to  keep  up 
fuch  a  Number  of  Seamen  in  Time  of  Peace  as  we  ought  to 
have  done  ;  but  what  has  been  the  Confequence  of  this 
Maxim  ?  It  has  forced  a  great  Number  of  our  native  and 
gallant  Seamen  into  the  Service  of  foreign  Powers,  and  from 
thence  arofe  tlie  Difficulty  we  found  ourfelves  in  upon  a  late 
fudden  Emergency,  with  refpeft  to  the  fitting  out  fpeedily 
a  powerful  Squadron  :  This  Difficulty  the  whole  Nation  was 
lately  fenfible  of;  and  to  this  Difficulty  we  Ihall  always  be 
expofed,  unlefs  we  dilband  a  great  Number  of  our  Land- 
Soldiers,  and  bellow  that  Money  upon  keeping  up  a  large 
Body  of  Seamen. 

'  But,  Sir,  I  rife  up  to  put  you  in  Mind,  that  you  ought 
to  Proportion  all  your  Expences  for  the  current  Service  of 
the  Year,  not  only  to  the  happy  Situation  of  your  Affairs 
Abroad,  but  to  the  unhappy  Situation  of  your  AfEnrs  at 
Home.  Whoever  confiders  this,  will  never  give  his  Con- 
fent  to  the  loading  the  prefent  Generation  or  their  Pollerity 
with  new  Taxes,  and  much  lefs  to  the  laying  of  violent 
Hands  on  the  Sinking  Fund,  when  both  may  be  prevented 
by  our  infilling  upon  the  Payment  of  thofe  Sums,  to  which 
we  are  juftly  intitled  from  foreign  Powers  ;  and  therefore. 
Sir,  when  we  go  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  15,000  Seamen  now  to  be  voted, 
I  hope  you  will  take  under  your  Confideration,  what  I  Ihall 
now  prefume  to  mention  to  you. 

*  As  the  keeping  up  of  a  great  Number  of  Land-Forces 
in  this  Ifland  is  quite  unneceffary,  and  even  inconfiftent  with 
the  Nature  of  our  happy  Conllitution,  and  the  Freedom  of 
our  Government  ;  therefore,  when  any  War  is  like  to  break 
out  in  which  we  may  probibly  have  a  Concern,  we  are  al- 
ways obliged  to  take  foreign  Troops  into  our  Pay  :  Whether 
we  have  alwa}  s  been  in  the  Right  wlitn  we  did  fo,  is  what 
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.«vnno  9.  Geo.  11.  I  fliall  not  HOW  controvert ;  but  I  have  always  obferved, 
that  no  foreign  Prince  would  lend  us  any  of  his  Troops, 
without  our  engaging,  not  only  to  pay  them,  but  to  grant 
him  a  Subfidy,  perhaps  greater  than  the  Pay  of  thofe  Troops, 
upon  their  own  Footing,  would  have  amounted  to  ;  and  that 
even  in  Cafes  where  the.  Prince  ftood  obliged,  perhaps  by 
former  Treaties,  to  affift  us  with  Troc^s  at  his  own  Expence, 
and  often  in  Cafes  where  his  own  Prefervation  was  more  im- 
mediately concerned  in  the  Event  of  the  War  than  ours. 

•  'Tis  true.  Sir,  we  are  always  obliged  upon  fuch  Occa- 
iions,  to  have  Recourfe  to  the  Princes  of  the  North,  who 
by  Reafon  of  their  Poverty  plead  an  Inability  to  fend  us,  or 
to  have  ready  to  be  fent,  the  llipulated  Succours,  unlefs  we, 
by  a  new  Contraft,  agree  to  pay  them  a  Subfidy  ;  which 
has  fome  Shew  of  Reafon,  or  at  leaft  of  Neceffity,  when 
they  raife  any  new  Troops  for  our  Service ;  but  I  never 
could  comprehend  either  the  Reafon  or  the  Neceffity  for 
fuch  a  Pretence,  when  they  make  no  real  Addition  to  the 
Land- Army  they  before  kept  up,  nor  put  themfelves  to 
one  Farthing  Additional  Expence  on  Account  of  their 
Subfidy  from  us.  This  I  know  has  fometimes  been  the 
Cafe  for  Years  together,  during  all  which  Time  we  have 
been  fo  generous  as  to  pay  their  Subfidy  regularly,  for  en- 
abling them  to  defray  an  Expence  they  never  were  at :  At 
leaft,  in  the  publick  Accounts  delivered  to  this  Houfe, 
thofe  Subfidies  have  been  yearly  Rated  as  fully  and  regularly 
paid,  in  Purfuance  of  the  Treaties  we  had  before  approved 
of;  though  indeed,  an  Accident  happened  not  long  ago, 
which  gave  Room  to  think,  that  all  thofe  Subfidies  had  not 
been  fully  and  regularly  paid  to  the  Princes  fo  intitled  to 
them. 

'  Now,  Sir,  if  we  narrowly  confider  our  Circumftances,  I 
believe  we  fhall  find  that  we  are  as  poor,  and  in  as^greac 
Difficulties,  as  the  pooreft  Prince  in  the  North  ;  and  as  we 
have  lately  fent  a  very  powerful  Squadron  to  the  Afliilance 
of  a  very  rich  Prince,  I  make  no  Doubt  but  that  our  wife 
and  frugal  Minifters  let  that  Prince  know,  before  they  fent 
out  the  Squadron,  that  with  refpeft  to  him  we  are  a  Nor- 
thern Power,  and  as  needy  as  any  Power  he  could  apply  to  ; 
and  that  therefore  they  have  obliged  him  to  pay  us  a  very 
large  Subfidy,  for  the  powerful  Squadron  we  fent  to  his 
Afliilance. 

*  I  am  very  fure  our  Minifters  had  much  more  Reafon  to 
infifi  upon  fuch  a  Subfidy,  than  the  Minifiers  of  any  Nor- 
thern Power  ever  had  to  infifr  upon  a  Subfidy  from  us ;  for 
with  refpeft  to  the  Breach  between  Portugal  and  Spain,  it 
was,  in  iny  Opinion,  at  leail,  as  great  a  Quefiicn  which  of 
them  were  afting  lipon  the  OiFcBfive,  as  it  was  with  refped 

to 
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to  the  Breach  between  Spain  and  the  Emperor  ;  therefore, 
we  were  not  by  any  former  Treaty  obliged  to  fend  him  any 
Afiiltance  :  Tlien  as  to  the  Expence,  it  is  certain  we  have 
put  ourfelves  to  a  very  confiderable  additional  Expence  on 
Account  of  the  Aflulance  we  have  fent  to  «him ;  and  as  to 
tJie  Bsnefit  he  has  reaped  from  that  Affiltance,  it  appears 
plain  to  me,  that  the  Tranquility  he  has  enjoyed,  and  does 
lUU  enjoy,  has  been,  and  is  ftill  owing  to  nothing  but  the 
powerful  Squadron  we  have  fent  to  his  Affiftance  j  which,  I 
am  pofitive,  is  much  more  than  can  be  faid  of  any  AfTillance 
we  have  ever  got  from  any  of  thofe,  to  whom  we  have  paid 
fuch  large  and  fuch  generous  Subfidies  :  To  this  I  muft  add, 
that  it  cannot  be  faid  that  the  Prefcrvation  of  this  Nation 
was  immediately  concerned  in  the  Event  of  the  War  be- 
tween Portugal  and  Spain  j  which  has  generally  been  the 
Cafe  with  refpedl  to  thofe  Northern  Princes  to  whom  we 
have  hitherto  diitributed  our  Subfidies. 

'  From  thefe  Reafons,  I  am  induc'd.  Sir,  to  think  that 
our  Minilkrs  have  certainly  ftipulated  a  large  Subfidy  from 
Portugal  i  and  I  have  taken  Notice  of  it  upon  this  OccaTion, 
only  to  put  Gentlemen  in  Mind  to  call  for  an  Account  of 
this  Subhdy,  at  a  proper  Opportunity  j  and  to  appropriate 
it  to  the  maintaining  the  15,000  Seamen  now  to  be  voted  ; 
in  order  to  prevent  our  being  obliged  to  load  the  prefent  or 
the  future  Generation  with  additional  Taxes,  or  to  lay  vio- 
lent Hands  upon  that  Fund,  which  ought  always  to  be  held 
facred  to  the  Payment  of  our  publick  Debts ;  by  which  only 
we  can  free  our  poor  Labourers  and  Manufafturers  from  thole 
Taxes,  which  at  prefent  render  the  Necefiaries  of  Life  fo 
much  dearer  in  this  Country  than  they  are  in  any  other.' 

Then  the   Quellion  being  put  on  Sir  Charles  Wager's 
Motion,  the  fame  was  agreed  to  without  Oppofition. 

Ja/i.  z8.  A  Motion  was  made  by  Mr  Pulteney,    *  That 
the  ordinary  EUimate  of  the  Navy  for  the  Year  1736,    be  teney's  Motion  for 
referred  to  a  Seltft  Committee  j    upon  which  enfued  a  De-  n'laic'of'the  Navy' 
bate,  in  whicii  Mr  Pijlteney's  Motion  was  fupported  by  Mr  for  the  Year  i-^jS 
Plumer,  Mr  Sandys,  Sir  John  Barnard,  and  Mr  Gibbon,  as  mil:^^'^ 
follows  : 
Sir, 
'  Among  the   many   ancient  Methods  of  Proceeding  in  HfJ'J ";,''!;''''•"'■ 
Parliament,  drop'd  by  the  Complaifanee  of  latter  Times,    I  sir  j.hnB:u.-;ir4. 
think  no  one  more  necefTiry  to  be  re-afTumcd,    than  tiiat  of  "  ' 
appointing  Committees  to  infpeft  the  E,ltiinates  that  are  laid 
belore  us,  for  enforcing  the  Demands  made,  by  the  Crown. 
It  appears  from  the  ancient    Journals  of  this  Houfc,    that 
when  a  Demaud  of  Money    is  made  for  anfvvering  the  Ex- 
pence  of  any  Meafure  neceffary   fcr  the  Honour  or  Interef* 
of  the   Nation,    an  Eltiiuate  of  that  Expence  %vas  1  tid  be- 
Vr.L.   IV.  (i^  :v:e 
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'**"?73;-']6°" ""  ^°^^  ^^"'^  Houfe,  and  a  Committee  appointed  to  examine  that 
Eftirnate,  to  fee  whether  every  Article  was  fairly  Hated.  Our 
Parliaments  in  thofe  Days  were  not  fo  complaifant  as  to  take 
any  fuch  Eilimate  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Minillers  :  They 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  fee,  with  their  own  Eyes, 
the  Neceffity  of  every  Article  of  the  Expence  propofed,  be- 
fore tliey  would  open  their  Purfe.  This  Method  of  pro- 
ceeding is,  in  my  Opinion,  proper  upon  all  Occafions,  but 
at  prefent,  with  refpeft  to  the  Navy,  it  is  become  abfolutely 
neceffary,  becaufe  the  yearly  Expence  of  the  Navy  now  vaft- 
ly  exceeds  what  it  was  in  former  Times ;  and  there  is  al- 
moll  every  Year  forae  new  Article  brought  into  that  Efti- 
rnate which  was  never  before  heard  of.  I  do  not  deny.  Sir, 
but  that  it  may  be  now  neceffary  for  us  to  keep  up  a  much 
larger  Fleet,  and  to  keep  a  much  greater  Number  of  Sea- 
men in  our  Pay  than  we  formerly  ufed  to  do  ;  but  the 
greater  our  Expence  is  that  Way,  the  more  Room  there  is 
for  defrauding  the  Publick  ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to  be 
the  more  careful  to  prevent  loading  the  Publick  with  any 
unneceffary  Article  of  Expence.  Thefe  Eftimates,  'tis  true, 
are  laid  yearly  upon  our  Table  ;  but  I  believe  no  Gentle- 
man, even  of  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  the  Affairs 
of  our  Navy,  will  pretend  to  fay,  that  he  can  from  a  bare 
Perufal  at  our  Table  determine,  whether  the  Articles  of 
Expence  mentioned  in  fuch  Eftimates  are  all  neceffary,  or 
that  no  one  of  them  has  been  overcharged  ?  And  I  do  not 
fee  how  any  Gentleman  can  anfwer  to  his  Conftituents  the 
loading  of  them  with  an  Expence,  a  great  Part  of  which, 
for  what  he  knows,   may  ba  altogether  unneceffary. 

'  We  ought,  Sir,  likewife  to  take  Care  that  fo  much  Mo- 
ney may  be  granted  as  lliall  be  neceffary  for  our  yearly  Ex- 
pence  ;  for  by  Eftimates  and  Grants  of  Money  which  are 
afterwards  found  to  be  deficient,  efpecially  with  refpeft  to 
the  Navy,  we  deceive  our  Conftituents ;  we  do  Injuftice  to 
the  particular  Men  employed  in  the  Navy,  who  are  gene- 
rally obliged  to  fell  their  Claims  at  a  Difcount  ;  we  enhance 
the  Price  of  all  Materials  neceffary  for  the  Support  of  the 
Navy  ;  and  we  difcourage  our  Seamen  from  entering  into  the 
Service  of  their  Country  :  I'his  we  have  the  more  Reafon 
to  take  notice  of  at  prefent,  becaufe  of  the  great  Debt  that 
has  been  lattiy  contrafted  on  Account  of  our  Navy  ;  a  moft 
extraordinary  Debt,  confidcring  the  fhort  Time  in  which  it 
has  been  contradled,  and  that  in  a  'J'ime  of  profound  Peace. 
And  the  Method,  which  we  were  laft  Year  obliged  to  take 
for  paying  off  a  Part  of  it,  ought  to  make  us  extremely  cau- 
tious of  being  again  led  into  the  fame  Eri^r,  by  any  Ihort 
Ellimates  that  may  be  laid  before  us  ;  for  we  may  remem- 
ber, that  during  the  Time  we  were  rumung  ourfelves  infen- 
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fibly  into  that  confiderable  Debt,  there  were  Eftimates  year-  Anno  9  Geo 
ly  laid  before  the  Parliament,  which  it  was  pretended,  con-  illf'  ^' 
tained  an  Eftimate  of  the  whole  Expence  neceilary  for  the 
Service  of  that  Year.  The  Nation  may  be  accidentally 
drawn  into  an  additional  Expence  not  to  be  forefeen ;  but 
that  additional  Expence  ought  always  to  be  laid  before  the 
very  next  Seffion  of  Parliament,  and  ought  to  be  provided 
for  within  the  very  next  Year. 

*  Another  Confideration,  Sir,  which  ought  to  make  us 
look  the  more  narrowly  into  all  publick  Accounts,  is  the 
great  Debt  the  Nation  groans  under.  A  Gentleman  of  an 
opulent  Fortune,  may  perhaps  pafs  flightly  over  his  Stew- 
ard's Accounts ;  he  may  even  allow  his  Servants  to  heap  up 
Expences  upon  him,  and  to  charge  him  with  new  and  ex- 
traordinary Articles,  without  inquiring  whether  or  no  there 
was  an)  Neceility  for  them  ;  but  a  Gentleman  whofe  Eitate 
is  deeply  mortgaged,  and  cannot  even  fupport  the  yearly 
Expence  of  his  Family,  without  laying  Hands  upon  that 
Part  of  his  Ellitc  which  Hands  appropriated  for  paying  ofF 
old  Mortgages,  ought  to  inquire  flridlly  into  the  Manage- 
ment of  his  Stewards,  and  ought  never  to  pafs  any  Account, 
before  he  is  thoroughly  convmced  of  the  Neceffity  of  it. 
This,  Sir,  is  .  ur  melancholy  Cafe  at  prefent ;  we  cannot 
provide,  even  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year,  without 
laying  Hands-upon  that  Revenue,  which  was  long  fince  ap- 
propriated to  the  Payment  of  old  Debts ;  and  therefore  we 
ought  not  to  approve  of  any  EHimate,  till  we  are  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  Neceffity  of  every  Article  ;  and  this  can 
be  done  only  by  referring  them  to  Seleft  Committees. 

'  Whether  any  unneceflary  Articles  of  Expence  have  been 
lately  brought  upon  the  Nation,  is  what  I  (hall  not  at  pre- 
fent pretend  to  determine  ;  but  that  feveral  new  and  extra- 
ordinary Articles  have  been  of  late  Years  brought  into  al- 
moft  every  Eftimate  ufually  laid  before  us,  is  what  mufl  be 
known  to  moft  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  ;  and  no  one  of 
them  has  ever  yet  been  inquired  into,  in  that  Manner  which 
is  necefiary  upon  fuch  Occafions.  It  is  likewife  well  known, 
that  we  have  had  of  late  Years  feveral  new  Offices  erefted, 
new  Ports  eftablifhed,  and  new  Salaries  granted,  all  of  which 
are  a  Charge  upon  the  publick  Revenue  ;  and  whatever  may 
be  the  Cafe  as  to  thefe  new  Offices,  I  believe,  upon  a  proper 
Inquiry,  it  would  be  found  that  we  have  many  old  Offices 
or  Officers  that  might  be  fpareJ,  and  many  Salaries  which 
might  be  altogether  fupprefTed  or  very  much  diminiflied. 
If  the  Nation  were  engaged  in  War,  or  if  we  were  in  any 
Danger  of  being  engaged  in  War,  it  would  not  perhaps  be 
proper  to  enter  upon  fuch  Inquiries ;  but  by  the  great  Pro- 
motion lately  made  of  General  Officers,  I  am  convinced  the 
0^2  Peace 
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kanog.  Cecil.  Peacc  of  Europc  is  now  fully  re-eftabH(hed  ;  for  I  am  per- 
'''""^_'^'  ,  fuaded  his  Majefty  would  not  have  made  fo  many  brave 
Gentlemen  ufelefs  as  Colonels,  by  promoting  them  to  be 
General?,  if  there  had  been  the  leall  Ground  to  fufpeft  that 
we  Ihould  foon  be  engaged  in  War  :  'Tis  true,  few  of  thofe 
Gentlemen  lately  promoted  w  ill,  I  believe,  be  brought  upon 
the  Eftablifhment  as  Generals,  and  therefore  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  Promotion  will  not  increafe  the  Publick  Expence  ;  but 
■we  are  at  prefent  in  a  State  of  perfedl  Tranquility,  therefore 
it  is  the  mofl;  proper  Time  for  us  to  inquire  into  all  our 
p..blick  Accounts  ;  and  as  our  Navy  ought  always  to  be 
the  iirft  Concern  of  the  Parliaments  of  Great  Britain,  I  ihall 
beg  Leave,  Sir,  to  move,  '  That  a  feleft  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  EPdmate  of  the  Navy  for  the 
Current  Year.' 

MrH  wtb^'fc  '^°  ^^^^  '^  ^^^  anfwer'd  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr  Ho- 

Mr  vvinntniron.    ratio  Walpolc,  Mr  Winnlngton,  Sir  William  Yonge,  and 

s'rCh'Tvv^c"^-'       Sir  Charles  Wager,  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  I  fliall  not  take  up  your  Time  with  a  Difpute  about 
the  ancient  Ufage  in  Parliament,  but  if  there  ever  was  any 
fuch  Method  as  that  mentioned  by  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man who  has  made  you  this  Motion,  it  is  certain  that  it  has 
not  been  followed  for  many  Years  ;  and  as  no  Cuitom  once 
eltablilhed,  is  ever  laid  afide,  without  fom'e  good  Reafons 
tor  fo  doing,  we  are  to  prefume  that  if  there  ever  was  any 
fach  Method  eilabliihed,  it  was  found  to  be  inconvenient  or 
unnecefiary,  otherwife  it  had  never  been  difcontinucd  for  fb 
many  Years.  This  of  itfslf  is  a  (ufticicnt  Reafon  for  our 
not  re-affuming  that  Cuftom,  unlefs  it  could  be  (hewn  that 
the  Publick  has  fuffered  by  its  being  laidiafide  ;  but  there 
is  this  farther  PvCafon,  that  our  reviving  fuch  a  Cullom  on 
the  prefent  Occafion,  would  make  People  fufpedl  that  fome 
very  great  Frauds  have  been  lately  committed  in  the  Ma- 
nagement of  the  publick  Treafure  ;  and  I  cannot  think  it 
confill,ent  v/ith  that  Duty  we  owe  lo  his  Majelly,  to  give 
the  People  any  fuch  Alarm,  when  there  is  not  the  leaft 
Foundation  for  fuch  Suipicion. 

•  Perhaps  there  may  have  be^^n  fome  new  Articles  lately 
brought  jnto  fome  of  our  Eihraates,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber any  that  are  very  confiderabla  ;  and  there  never  wag 
one  new  Article  brought  in,  but  what  appeared,  at  firft  View, 
to  be  nbfolutcly  neceffiry  for  the  publick  Service.  The  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  feems  to  think  it  impoffible  to  deter- 
mine, frort-;  a  bare  Perufal  of  the  Eflimates  at  our  Table, 
that  the  Articles  of  Expence  mentioi>cd  in  them  are  all  ne- 
ceiTary,  and  that  no  one  Article  has  b?en  overcharged  ;  but 
I  cannot   he  of  his  Oriuion  ;   for  I  never  could  obierve  any 
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Myft«7  either  in  the  Eftimate  of  the  Navy,  or  in  any  other   Anno  9.  Geo.  u. 
Eftimatcs  laid  before  Parliament :  The  Articles  are  all  well  ,    'Zl^'l^" 
known,  becaufe  it  never  exceeds  what  it  was   in  the  prece- 
ding   Year,  without  fome  manifeft  Reafon ;  therefore  any 
Gentleman  may  (ufficiently  fatisfy  himfelf  about  every  Ar- 
ticle, by  a  bare  Perufal  at  the  Table  ;  but  if  upon  fuch  Pc- 
rufal  any  Doubt  fliould  arife,  there  are  always,  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  many  Gentlemen  able  to  give  him  as  much 
Information  as  he  can  with  Reafon  defire  ;  fo  that  there 
never  can  be  a  Neceflity  for  our  referring  any  Eftimate  to  a 
Seleft  Committee. 

*  The  Eftimates,  yearly  laid  before  Parliament,  have  al- 
ways contained  the  whole  Charge  ncceflary  for  the  Service  of 
the  enfuing  Year,  fo  far  as  could  be  forefeen  when  thofe 
Eltimates  were  drawn  up  ;  but  as  it  is  impolTible  to  forefee 
all  the  Accidents  that  may  happen  in  the  Courfe  of  a  Year, 
therefore  the  Government  may  fometimes  be  obliged  to  in- 
creaie  the  publick  Charge,  beyond  what  was  contained  in  the 
Eltimate  laid  before  the  preceding  Seilion  of  Parliament  : 
This  is  an  Inconvenience  proceeding  from  the  Weaknefs  of 
human  Forefight,  and  cannot  be  removed  by  referring  any 
Eilimate  to  a  feleft  Committee  of  Parliament ;  for  it  is 
impoffible  to  fuppofe,  that  any  Committee  can  forefee 
every  Thing  that  may  happen  in  the  Courfe  of  a  Year  ; 
nay,  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  they  can  forefee  Things 
as  fully  and  clearly  as  thofe,  who  are  immediately  concerned 
in  the  Adminiftration,  under  whofe  Diredtion  the  Eflimates 
are  generally  drawn  up.  And  if,  by  future  Accidents,  it 
fhould  be  found  neceffary  to  increafe  the  publick  Charge  be- 
yond wiiat  was  at  firil  propofed,  an  Account  of  that  additio- 
nal Charge  certainly  ought  to  be,  and  I  believe  has  always 
hitherto  been  laid  before  Parliament,  as  foon  as  any  fuch 
Account  could  be  regularly  made  up.  This  was  the  Cafe 
with  refped  to  the  Navy-Debt,  fo  that  its  remaining  fo  long 
unfatisfied,  could  not  be  owing  to  the  Eftimates  or  Accounts 
not  being  referred  to  a  feleft  Committee,  but  to  the  Inability 
the  Nation  was  under  of  providing  for  it  out  of  the  Grants 
of  any  fucceeding  Year. 

'  I  Ihall  grant,  Sir,  that  the  Load  of  Debts  this  Nation 
labours  under  at  prefent  is  very  great,  but  we  ought  to  bear 
it  with  the  more  Chearfulnefs,  when  we  confider  that  the 
whole  was  contrafted  in  Defence  of  our  Religion  and  Liber- 
ties ;  and  furcly  no  Man  will  grudge  contributing  a  fmall  Part 
of  his  yearly  Revenue,  towards  paying  the  Principal  and  In- 
terelt,  when  he  confiders,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  Debt, 
he  would  have  no  Property  at  all.  But  this  Debt,  great  as  it 
is,  was  all  contrafted  in  Purfuance  of  Eftimates  yearly  deli- 
vered into  Parliament,     no  one  of  which  was  ever  referred 
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A^n»  9  ^"-  "  to  a  ftleft  Committee  ;  and  yet  it  cannot  be  allcdged,  that 
\_„,  —  —  ,_|  the  fmallefl:  Part  of  this  Debt  was  unneceflarily  contrafted, 
or  that  the  Publick  was  in  the  lead  defrauded  by  any  of 
thofe  Eftimates.  I  fhall  likewife  grant  that  we  ought  to 
look  narrowly  into  all  Eftimates  laid  before  us,  but  when 
thofe  Eftimates  are  plain,  this  may  be  done  without  fending 
them  to  a  feleft  Committee  ;  and  let  a  private  Gentleman's 
Eftate  be  never  io  much  mortgaged,  I  ftiall  have  no  Opinion 
of  his  Prudence,  if  he  fate  half  a  Year  poring  over  an  Ac- 
count, which  a  School-boy  might  fully  examine  in  half  an 
Hour. 

'  As  for  new  OfHces,  Officers,  or  Salaries,  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  lately  eredted,  and  if  any  of  them  fhould  ever 
appear  in  the  Eftimates  delivered  into  this  Houfe,  it  will  then 
be  Time  enough  to  inquire  particularly  into  them.  As  for 
the  late  Promotion  of  General  Officers,  I  hope  no  Gentleman 
will  find  Fault  with  it ;  both  becaufe  there  was  no  additional 
Expence  thereby  brought  upon  the  Nation,  and  becaufe  it 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  give  our  Officers  that  Rank, 
which  their  Services  have  intitled  them  to,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  upon  an  equal  Footing  with  their  Cotemporaries  in 
the  Service  of  thofe  Foreign  Powers  with  whom  we  are  in 
Alliance  ;  otherwife,  in  cafe  we  fhould  find  it  neceffary  to 
join  our  Forces  with  any  foreign  Power,  an  Officer  in  the 
B;-i;ifli  Service,  by  not  being  promoted  foon  enough  to  the 
Ra!;k  he  deierved,  might  find  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of 
fubmittii;g  to  be  commanded  by  a  foreign  Officer  of  not  near 
fo  long  iianding  in  the  Army  ;  for  every  one  knows,  that  in 
Detachments  from  confederate  Armies,  the  Officers  general- 
ly rf:]i,  firft  according  to  their  Ranks  in  the  Army,  and  next 
according  to  the  Dates  of  their  Commiflions. 

'  To  conclude.  Sir,  if  there  were  any  very  new  and  ex- 
traordinary Articles  in  the  Eftimate  of  the  Navy  now  under 
Confideration,  if  Gentlemen  could  fhew  any  doubtful  Articles 
in  it,  which  could  not  be  immediately  fet  in  a  clear  Light, 
there  might  be  fome  Reafon  for  agreeing  to  the  Motion  now 
made  to  us  ;  but  as  there  is  no  Charge  in  it  but  what  is  ufu- 
a!,  I  therefore  cannot  think  there  is  any  Occafion  for  our 
referring  it  to  a  feledt  Committee.' 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  fame  Members  who  were 
for  the  Motion  as  follows  : 
Sir, 
•  The  honourable  Gentlemen  are  much  in  the  Right  not  to 
!.'i'r  \v!iL-rF)'j:r.er.  difpute  whether  there  was  ever  fuch  a  Cuftom,  as  that  men- 
^^f  '^  i  H'ir:.ard.    tioncd    by  the  honourable  Gentleman    who   made  you  the 
MrGyjbo:..  Motion,  becaufe  it  would  be  immediately  determined  by  re- 

ferring to  the  Journals  of  the   Houfe  ;    it  muft  therefore 
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iland  admitted,  that  there  was  once  fuch  a  Method  of  Pro-  Anno  9  ceo.  n. 
ceeding,  but  how  it  came  to  be  laid  afide  is  a  Queftion  of  a  .  'Tj?-?'^- 
very  different  Nature.  I  fhall  agree,  that  a  Cuftom  once 
eftablifhed  is  never  laid  afide  without  fome  Reafon  ;  but  that 
Reafon  is  often  very  far  from  being  a  good  one  :  In  the  prefent 
Cafe,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  this  Cullom  of  referring  pub- 
lick  Accounts  and  Eftimates  to  feleft  Committees,  was  found 
to  be  very  troublefome  to  Miniflers ;  and  this  was  the  true 
Reafon  for  its  being  laid  afide  ;  but  this  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  good  Reafon  for  laying  it  afide,  that  it  will  always  be 
a  llrong  Reafon  for  re-affuming  that  laudable  Cuftom. 

'  We  are  told,  Sir,  that  the  reviving  of  this  Cuftom  will 
make  People  fufpe<5l,  that  fome  very  great  Frauds  have  been 
lately  committed  in  the  Management  of  the  publick  Treafure : 
But  I  am  of  Opinion,  tJiat  the  Nation  will  be  much  more 
alarmed,  at  leaft  I  am  fure  they'll  have  much  greater  Rea- 
fon to  be  alarmed,  if  thoy  fee  their  Reprefentatives  in  Parlia- 
ment ever).  Year  receiving  Eftimates  for  moft  prodigious  Sums 
of  Money,  and  granting  all  the  Sums  defired  by  fuch  Efti- 
mates, without  ever  making  the  leaft  Inquiry  inio  any  one 
of  them;  for  in  private  Life  it  is  moft  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  a  Man  will  be  cheated  by  his  Servants,  if  he  Ihould  al- 
ways pals  fuch  Accounts  as  they  are  pleafed  to  bring  in,  with- 
out ever  examining  into  any  one  ;  and  It  is  not  to  be  fuppo- 
fed  that  the  Servanrs  of  the  Publick  are  honefter,  or  lei's  in- 
clined to  pilfer,  than  the  Servants  of  private  Men. 

•  The  Duty  we  owe  to  his  Majefty,  ought  never,  Sir,  to 
be  brought  into  any  Debate  in  this  Houfe  ;  but  it  was  never 
more  improperly  brought  in,  than  it  is  now  by  the  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  Side  of  the  Queftion  ;  for  as  tliis  Iloufe  is 
the  grand  Inqueft  of  the  Nation,  we  ought  to  inquire  for 
the  King  as  well  as  for  the  People:  We  are  in  fome  Manner 
his  Majefty's  Truftees,  and  ought  to  take  Care,  tiiat  neither 
he  nor  his  People  be  cheated  by  the  Servants  or  Officers 
he  employs ;  and  therefore  it  is  inconfiftent  with  that  Duty 
we  owe  to  his  Majelly,  to  pafs  any  Account?,  or  agree  to 
any  Eftimates  prefented  to  us  by, his  Ofticers  or  Servants,  till 
we  have  ftridly  examined  the  IVuth  of  every  Article. 

*  The  new  Articles  lately  introduced  into  our  Eftimates, 
may  not  perhaps  be  vary  confiderable,  but  the  Charge  upon 
thofe,  and  the  additional  Charge  upon  all  the  old  Article?, 
amount  yearly  to  a  very  confiderable  Sum  ;  and  I  confcfs  I 
never  was  fo  clear  fighted  as  to  fee  at  lirft  View,  that  a!i 
thefe  additional  Charges  were  nl-folately  ncccfr::ry  for  the 
publick  Service.  I'he  Gentlemen  i:-.y,  tiiat  ^.l.c:  il-veral  Ar- 
ticles in  our  Eftimates  are  all  v.cll  kno-dn,  aiKl  thit  the 
Charge  upon  each  is  liktwife  known,  bccj.ifo  it  liMvcr  ex- 
ceeds what  it  was  in  tlie  prefe:;:  Ycr.r,  v.uhout  fome  jnanifeft: 

Keafun .. 
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Anno  9.  Ceo.  a.  Reafon  :  This,  Sir,  might  be  fome  Satisf^dUon,  if  afty 
ttrift  Inquiry  had  lately  been  made  into  any  of  our  Efti- 
mates ;  but  as  no  Inquiry  has  been  made  for  many  Years, 
we  do  not  know  but  Frauds  may  have  been  introduced  feve- 
ral  Years  fmce,  and  continued  to  this  very  Day  ;  therefore, 
it  can  be  no  batisfaftion  to  any  Man,  who  has  never  exa- 
mined any  of  thole  Articles,  to  find  that  they  do  not  exceed 
the  Charge  upon  the  fame  Articles  for  fevcral  Years  pall. 
Butj  Sir,  I  will  take  upon  rae  to  affirm,  that  molt  of  the 
Articles  in  all  our  Ellimates ;  efpecially  that  of  the  Navy, 
are  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  it  is  impoilible  to  fay  whether* 
they  are  overcharged  or  not,  without  examining  into  them 
every  Year :  This  every  Man  mull  be  convinced  of,  who 
will  but  look  into  the  feveraj  Articles  of  the  Ellimate  of  tha 
Navy  now  upon  our  Table.  Can  any  Gentleman  deter- 
mine how  much  will  be  necelTary  for  maintaining  fupcran- 
nuated  Sea- Officers,  or  for  paying  Penfions,  without  inquir- 
ing yearly  into  the  Number  and  Quality  of  fuch  Officers 
or  Penlions  ?  Can  any  Gentleman  determine  how  much  will 
be  necefTary  for  Half-Pay  to  Sea-Officers,  without  inquiring 
every  Year  into  the  Number  and  Rank  of  fuch  Officers  ? 
h  is  impcffible  ;  becaufe  by  the  very  Nature  of  the  Service, 
it  muH  vary  every  Year ;  and  inofl  of  the  other  Articles  of 
the  ordinary  Ellimate  of  the  Navy  will  be  found  to  be  of  the 
fame  Nature  ;  therefore,  I  an)  furprized  to  hear  it  faid,  that 
the  Charge  upon  any  of  thefe  Articles  can  be  well  known 
to  any  Member  of  this  Houfe,  or  that  its  not  exceeding  the 
Charge  upon  the  fan.t  Article  in  former  Years,  can  be  an 
Argument  for  the  Jullnefs  of  the  Charge  in  any  Time  :o 
come. 

'  I  have.  Sir,  many  Quefiions  to  afk,  which  I  think  necefla- 
ry  for  m^  Information,  in  relation  to  every  Article  of  this 
Eitimate  ;  but  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  expect  the  proper 
Information  from  any  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  were  he 
never  ib  well  acru-.intcd  with  the  Affairs  of  the  Navy,  be- 
caufe every  Article  of  the  Ellimate  refers  to  a  long  particu- 
lar Account,  wiiich  ought  to  be  examined,  before  any  other 
Gentleman  can  have  that  Satisfidion,  which  we  ought  to 
have  as  Truilees  both  for  the  King  and  the  People.  It  is 
impoilible  lor  Gentlemen  to  difcover  the  P'raud  of  any  Ar- 
ticle in  an  Ellimate,  or  to  llate  their  Objedions  in  any  re- 
gular Method,  without  examining  I'erlbns,  Papers,  and  Re- 
cords, which  cnnnot  be  done  but  by  referring  the  Ellimate 
to  a  Selecl  Committee,  with  proper  Powers  for  that  Purpofe. 
If  this  be  done,  I  iha!!  think  it  worth  while  to  afk  fuch 
O^eiiions  as  ;ire  necelTary  for  my  InfornKition  ;  and  I  ihal! 
bt'  ghid  to  find  the  Sufpicioiis  i  at  prcient  entertain,  are 
Vkfithout  any  foundation. 

'  V/hat- 
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*  What  was  contained  in  the  Eftimates  of  late,  yearly  laid 
feefore  us,  or  whether  they  contained  an  Account  of  all 
the  annual  Charge  that  could  be  forefeen,  I  cannot  deter- 
mine ;  for  there  is  fo  h'ttle  Satisfaction  to  be  got  from  pe- 
rufing  Accounts  at  our  Table,  that  I  never  gave  myfelf  the 
Trouble  ;  but  this  I  can  fay,  that  if  they  contained  an  Ac- 
count of  all  the  Charge  then  neceflary,  it  is  very  extraordi- 
nary, that  our  Forefight  fhould  run  above  100,000  1,  in  Debt 
yearly  upon  the  Article  of  the  Navy  only.  This  I  cannot 
believe,  and  therefore  I  am  afraid  that  thefe  Eftimates  were 
made  deficient  on  purpofe  to  conceal,  for  fome  Time,  from 
the  Nation  the  Expence  our  Meafures  had  made  neceflary  ; 
bccaufe,  as  our  Navy  is  a  favourable  Article,  it  was  expefted 
that  the  Parliament  would  readily  agree,  without  any  In- 
quiry, to  make  that  Deficiency  good,  whenever  it  Ihould  be 
thought  neceflary  to  make  Application  for  that  Purpofe.  I 
am  likewife  at  a  Lofs  to  determine  whether  there  was,  every 
Year,  laid  before  Parliament  an  Account  of  the  Deficiency 
of  the  Grants  for  the  former  Year  with  refpeft  to  our  Navy » 
But  if  fuch  an  Account  was  regularly  laid  every  Year  before 
Parliament,  it  is  with  me  a  very  ftrong  Argument  for  re- 
ferring every  Account  and  every  Eftimate  to  Seleft  Commit- 
tees ;  for  the  Difadvantages  attending  our  running  into  a 
long  Arrear  are  fo  evident,  that  I  am  fure  this  Houfe  would 
not  have  allowed  that  Arrear  to  remain  fo  long  unfatisfied,  if 
proper  Notice  had  been  taken  of  the  Account  of  thofe  Ar- 
rears, which,  'tis  faid,  were  yearly  laid  upon  our  Table. 
This  fliews  that  moft  of  the  Gentlemen  of  this  Houfe  ex- 
pert no  Satisfaftion  from  a  Perufal  of  any  Account  at  our 
Table,  and  therefore  never  give  themfelves  the  Trouble  to 
look  over  them,  which  proves  the  Necefiity  of  referring  all 
fuch  Accounts  to  be  examined  by  Seleft  Committees. 

'  I  am  convinced,  that  if  the  ancient  Method  of  in- 
quiring into  all  Accounts  and  Eftimates,  by  Seleft  Commit- 
tees, had  been  conftantly  obferved,  the  Debt  the  Nation  now 
labours  under,  would  never  have  rifen  to  fo  large  a  Sum, 
nor  would  fo  fmall  a  Part  of  it  been  paid  off  in  above  twenty 
Years  profound  Peace.  The  great  Hafte  made  in  contraft- 
ing  it,  and  the  flow  Steps  in  paying  it  off,  is  another  Argu- 
ment for  our  beginning  to  look  a  little  more  narrowly  into 
our  AfFairs,  which  can  be  done  only  by  reviving  that  ancient 
Method  of  Proceeding,  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has 
now  moved  for,  with  refpeft  to  the  Eftimates  of  the  Navy 
for  this  Year. 

*  What  the  honourable  Gentlemen  may  mean  by  Myfte- 
ries  in  Accounts,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  to  me  every  Article 
in  the  Eftimate  nov/  before  us  feems  a  Myftery,  and  mul^ 
continue  a  Myfterv  to  every  Gentleman,  who  haf.  never  icen 
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the  particular  Account  to  which  each  Article  refers.  Can 
any  Gentleman  underftand  the  very  firft  Article,  which  is 
upwards  of  z'i,ooo\.  per  Annum*,  without  having  looked 
into  the  particular  Account  of  what  is  paid  for  Salaries  and 
other  Charges  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Navy,  the  Secretaries,  OfRcers,  Clerks,  and 
Contingencies  relating  thereto  ?  Or  can  any  Gentleman  fay, 
that  this  whole  Sum  is  abfolutely  necefl'ary,  without  iiaving 
examined  whether  fuch  Commiffioners,  Secretaries,  Officers, 
and  Clerks,  are  all  neceiTary  for  fupporting  the  Bufmefs  of 
that  Office,  and  that  fuch  Salaries  are  neceffary  for  fupport- 
ing fuch  Officers  ?  Let  us  look  into  every  other  Article  of 
the  Eftimate,  and  we  fhall  find  the  fame  Myftery.  There- 
fore, inftead  of  our  not  being  able  to  fhew  any  Article  that 
is  myfterious,  I  muft  dehre  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other  Side 
of  the  Queftion  to  Ihew  me  any  one  Article  that  is  not  my- 
fterious ;  efpecially,  confidering  that  no  Inquiry  has  been 
made  into  either  of  the  Articles,  I  believe  I  may  fay,  with- 
in the  Memory  of  any  Gentleman  now  in  this  j4oufe. 

*  I  hope.  Sir,  a  Negative  will  not  be  put  upon  this  Que- 
ftion  ;  for  it  will  certainly  give  too  juft  an  Alarm  to  the 
People  of  this  Nation  ;  they  will  imagine,  that  there  muft 
be  Errors,  and  even  Frauds,  in  the  Eltimates  and  Accounts 
delivered  into  Parliament,  when  the  very  Gentlemen  who 
deliver  them,  or  at  leaft  thofe  who  are  principally  concern- 
ed in  the  making  them  up,  prevent  any  Inquiry  into  the 
Jullice  of  ti.em  :  Therefore,  if  Gentlemen  are  refolved  to 
difagree  with  the  Motion,  I  hope  for  their  own  Sakes,  and 
for  the  Hon.'.ur  of  Parliament,  tliey  will  put  the  previous 
Queftion,  inftead  of  putting  a  Negative  upon  the  Queftion 
now  before  us.' 

The  Queftion  being  then  put  upon  the  Motion,  it  was 
carried  in  the  Negative  by  256  to  155. 

Jan.  29.  A  Motion  was  made.  That  an  humble  Addrefs 
King  for  3  farther   ^,g  prefentcd  to  his  Muieftv,  to  acquaint    him  with  the  Rea- 

Re(iu6ionof  the  r  •ii-r-iri/-, 

dinefs,  wherewith  his  fauhful  Commons  had  agreed  to  the 
Continuance  of  the  extraordinary  Expence,  v,hich  he  had 
thought  neceffary  in  the  prcfent  Jundlurc  ;  in  which  Refolu- 
tion  they  had  concurred  with  the  greater  Chearfuluefs,  as  a 
grateful  Return  to  his  Roy  J  Goodnefs,  in  ordering  fo  confi- 
derable  a  Reduflion  of  his  Forces  borii  by  Sea  and  Land, 
as  foon  as  the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs  would  permit ;  and 
in  fall  Confidence,  that  it  was  his  Royal  Inte.ntion,  as  foon 
as  there  fliould  be  a  more  perfeft   Reconciliation  ainong  the 

feveral 
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feveral  Powers  of  Europe,  to  make  fuch  farther  Redu-Slion  '^""°  '•  ^^-  ^'• 

of  his  Forces,  as  might  be  confident  with  the  Security  and  i_,  — ^—    j 

Dignity  of  iiis  Majelly's  Royal  Perfon  and  Government,  and 

with  GUI  preient  happy  Conftitution  ;  not  doubting,  but  that, 

from  his  Fatherly  Compaffion  to  his  People,    he  would    be 

gnciouHy  pleafed  to  diredl,  that  whatever  Land-Force  fhould 

tjiv'reaftcr  be  th'Ught  neceflary,  fhould  be  eftablifhed  in  fuch 

a  Manner,  as  ihruld  make  the  Saving  more  fenfible,  and  the 

future  Burthen  Ici    grievous  to  the  Nation.  ' 

Tnis  Motion  was  fupported  by  Mr  John  Pitt,  Lord  Pol-  Lord  Poiwart'h. 
wartn,  Mr  Pulteney,  Mr  Gybbon,    Sir  John  Barnard,  Mr  MrCybtonf' 
Sandys,  and  Mr  Walter  Plumer  ;    and   was  oppos'd  by  Mr  Mri°a(id^s''"'*^'^' 
Winningtyn,    Col.   Bladen,    Sir   William   Yonge,   and   Mr  Mr  w.  piumer. 
a  :,duit.     But  the  Queftion  being  at  laft  put,  in  was  carried  cJiSin^'""" 
in  the  Negative  without  a  Divifion.  sirw.  vonge, 

February  2.  The  Houfe  having  ordered,  that  the  proper 
Officer  Ihould  lay  before  them  an  Account  of  all  the  publick 
1  •:s,  at  the  Receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  due  or 
f  .'''g  out  at  Chrilimas,  1735,  with  the  annual  Interell 
p:  id  ioT  the  fame  ;  Mr  Sandys  ilood  up,  and  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows. 

■   I:    p'-y  Man  is  now,  I  believe,  convinced  that  the  great  Nfr  sandys-s  mo- 
T :.  -  ■•  e  groan  under,  is  a  moft  heavy  Clog  upon  all  pub-  wTtoi^thc  viV, 
fe?f  ires,  and  will  certainly,  while  it  continues,  pre-  <iic  supplies  nc- 

•  T-.  n  /-\         r  ■  1     cefiary  tor  the 

-  being  in  our  lower  to  act:  upon  any  Occafion  with  currer.t  Sctvkc. 
t  y ig  vjr  we  ought,  either  in  Vindication  of  the  Honour 
^  'r.'^cre;!  of  this  N.  cion,  or  in  Defence  of  our  Allies. 
ri  .  *  ufelf  is  a  mofl  terHble  Misfortune,  but  what  IVill 
a'  5  to  K  is,  th.it  thefe  our  unlucky  Circumftances  are  well 
k  .vn  to  all  our  Neighbours,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  prin- 
c:  A  Cnuie  of  our  having  fo  little  Liiluence  on  the  Councils 
o*  .''.hf  r  Nations ;  and  while  this  Load  continues  we  may 
exptct  to  be  iufulted  by  them,  as  often  as  they  can  find 
th'--  if-at  Pretence  for  fo  doing.  In  fuch  Circumftances  there- 
for? it  is  the  moft  pernicious  Thing  we  can  do,  to  run  the 
^  tion  any  farther  in  Debt  by  creating  new  Funds,  or  to 
p  vent  that  Fund,  which  was  long  fince  appropriated, 
fr;,.Ti  being  religioufly  applied  to  the  extinguifhing  yearly  a 
Part  of  that  Dtbt  contrafted  before  the  Year  1716  ;  for  if 
we  do  f  J  in  Time  of  Peace,  it  will  convince  our  Neigh- 
bours, that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  us  to  fupport  an  ex- 
penfivc  War,  which  will  of  courfe  render  us  contemptible 
in  the  Eyes  of  all  foreign  Nations.  And  with  refpeft  to 
our  Lo.neftick  AfF;irs,  the  Confequences  of  purfuing  any 
fuch  Meafurc  are  full  as  pernicious  ;  for  every  new  Mort- 
gage we  make,  becomes  a  fort  of  Prop  for  fupporting  the 
Inicrcft   payable  upon  the  former  ;  whereas   we  ought  to 
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Aiino9-  Gco.u.  ufe  all  poflible  Means  to  reduce  that  Intereft,  not  only  for 
'^1^'L',  ■  the  Encouragement  of  Trade  among  us,  but  to  encreafe  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which  would  enable  us  to  pay  off  all  our  old 
Debts  mucli  fooner,  than  it  will  otherwife  be  poflible  for  us 
to  do :  Nay,  I  am  almoll  certain,  that  if  no  new  Debts 
;had  been  contrafted  fmce  the  Year  1 7 1 6,  nor  any  Part  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  converted  to  other  Ufes  than  it  was  ori- 
,ginally  defigned  for,  the  Intereft  upon  all  our  Funds  would 
have  been  long  fince  reduced  to  3  1.  per  Cent,  and  a  much 
greater  Part  of  our  old  Debt  would  have  been  paid,  by 
which  we  fhould  have  been  enabled  to  have  taken  off  fome 
of  thofe  heavy  Taxes,  under  which  the  poor  Labourers  and 
Manufafturers  have  groaned  for  fo  many  Years.  The  load- 
ing Pofterity  with  new  Debts,  in  order  to  give  a  little  Eafe 
to  the  prefent  Generation,  may  be  a  good  temporary  Expe- 
dient for  a  Minifter  ;  and  may  prevent  the  People's  making 
too  particular  an  Inquir)'  into  that  Expence,  which  his  Mea- 
fures  have  brought  upon  them  :  But  it  is  a  moft  perni- 
cious Expedient  both  for  the  Royal  Family,  and  for  the  Na- 
tion in  general.  For  when  any  Sum  of  Money  is  raifed  for 
the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year,  by  contrafting  a  new  Debt, 
and  creating  a  new  Fund  for  the  Payment  of  that  Debt,  it 
is  fubjefting  the  Nation  to  pay  at  leaft  double  that  Sum  in 
the  End  ;  becaufe  in  every  fuch  Cafe,  the  Nation  is  obliged 
to  pay  Intereft  for  the  Money  raifed,and  the  Expences  of  col- 
fefting  for  many  Years,  befides  paying  the  Principal  at  laft  j 
this  Ihews  the  Lois  the  Nation  fuftains  by  the  contrafting 
of  any  fuch  Debt  for  the  current  Service.  By  a  long 
Continuation  of  fuch  Meafures  the  People  may  come  to 
be  fo  loaded  with  Taxes,  and  thofe  Taxes  fo  much  engaged 
for  the  Payment  of  former  Mortgages,  that  it  may  be  im- 
poffible  for  his  Majefty,  or  fome  of  his  Succeffors,  to  vin- 
dicate the  Rights  of  the  Nation,  without  loading  them 
with  heavier  Taxes  than  they  are  able  to  bear,  which 
may  very  probably  raife  a  general  Difaffe£lion  againft  our 
prefent  happy  Eftabliftiment  ;  and  may  be  of  the  moft  dange- 
rous Confequence  even  to  ihe  Creditors  themfelves ;  for  if 
ever  we  fhould  be  reduced  to  fuch  Circumftances,  that  ei- 
ther the  Nation  muft  be  ruined,  or  the  publick  Creditors  left 
unpaid,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  which  Side  of  tlie  Dilemma  would 
be  chofen.  The  proper  Method  to  prevent  our  running  into 
Debt  is  to  diminilh  our  yearly  Expence  ;  but  as  the  F^Jum- 
ber  of  our  Forces  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year  has 
already  been  agreed  to  ;  I  cannot  now  propofe  any  Dimi- 
nution of  our  Expence  for  this  Year.  We  have  already  grant- 
ed a  great  Part  of  the  Supplies  neceffary  for  the  Service,  and 
we  are  to  go  this  Day  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
for  raifing  thofe  Supplies.    WJjat  Methods  may  then  be  pro- 
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pofed  for  that  Purpofe  I  do  not  know  ;  but  as  I  am  of  O-  Anno  9.  Geo.  11. 
fjinion,  that  no  Confideration  ought  to  prevail  with  us  to  .^  1I'^2  '  . 
contradl  any  new  Debt,  or  to  prevent  that  Fund  which 
ftands  appropriated  for  the  Payment  of  the  old,  I  fhall  take 
the  Liberty  to  make  a  Motion  which  I  hope  the  Houfe  will 
agree  to.  For  if  our  ufual  Funds  cannot  anfwer  the  Service 
we  have  already  agreed  to,  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  lay 
fome  new  Taxes  upon  the  Luxuries  of  Life,  than  to  create 
new  Funds  ;  otherwife  we  run  the  Hazard  of  reducing  our 
Polierity  to  the  Want  even  of  the  NecefTaries  of  Life,  that 
we  ourfelves  may  live  in  Afluence  ;  for  this  Reafon,  before 
we  go  into  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  fhall  take 
the  Liberty  to  move  to  refolve,  *  That  this  Houfe  will  raife 
within  the  Year  the  Supplies  necefTary  for  the  current  Ser-  °f/ohnBan°a"'ci. 
vice.'  Mr  Sandys  being  feconded  by  Sir  John  Barnard  and  ^^^  w' y'""'" 
Mr  Willimot,  the  fame  was  oppofed  by  Sir  William  Yonge,  Mr  winnington. 
Mr  Winnington,  Mr  Heathcote,  and  Sir  Robert  Walpsle  as  sir'^R.'^wa'ipoic. 
follows : 
Sir, 
*  If  the  Queftion,  now  before  us,  depended  folely  upon  the 
Influence  this  Nation  has  at  prefent  in  the  Councils  of  all 
the  Powers  of  Europe,  or  upon  the  Regard  our  Neighbours 
have  fhewn  to  this  Nation  in  all  their  Meafures,  a  few 
Words  would  be  fufficient  to  fhew,  that  we  ought  not  to 
come  to  any  fuch  Refolution  as  has  been  propofed  ;  for  it  is 
certain  that  we  never  had  a  greater  Influence  than  we  have 
at  prefent  in  every  Court  of  Europe,  and  that  Influence  is 
founded  upon  the  ftrongeft  Reafon  ;  becaufe  our  Neighbours 
all  know  very  well,  that  we  have  now  two  Funds  fufficient 
for  fupporting  any  War  we  may  be  engaged  in,  and  which 
we  can  upon  any  fuch  Occafion  make  ufe  of,  without  over- 
loading the  Subjeft,  or  raiflng  Difcontent  in  the  Nation  ; 
and  thefe  Funds  are  the  Land-Tax  and  the  Sinking-Fund. 
Tho'  our  landed  Gentlemen  would  think  it  hard  to  pay  4  f. 
in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,  during  a  Time  of  Peace,  yet  they 
would  not  certainly  grudge  that  Tax,  if  they  faw  the  Na- 
tion neceffarily  involved  in  a  War  ;  and  tho'  the  Sinking- 
Fund  is  to  be  applied  in  the  moft  religious  Manner  to  the 
Payment  of  our  old  Debts,  yet,  in  Cafe  of  a  War,  I  believe 
■no  Gentleman  will  fay,  but  that  it  would  be  proper  to  fuf- 
pend  fuch  Payments  (  efpecially  as  none  of  the  publick 
Creditors  are  defirous  of  having  their  Money )  and  to  apply 
that  Fund  towards  fupporting  the  War  ;  fo  that  our  Neigh- 
bours know  extremely  well  that  we  have  a  Revenue  of  above 
two  Millions,  behdes  our  ufual  Supplies,  which  we  may 
raife  towards  fupporting  a  War  without  laying  any  new  Tax 
upon  our  People.' 

'  I  fliall 
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'  I  fhall  admit,  Sir,  that  the  Sinking  Fund  would  be  a 
Gainer,  by  the  Reduftion  of  the  Intereft  payabie  upon  the 
old  Funds,  and  that  it  would  be  an  Ad\-anrage  to  the  Na- 
tion to  have  the  Sinking  Fund  increafed  ;  but  I  very  much 
queftion  if  it  would  be  poflible  to  reduce  the  Intf  reft  payable 
upon  our  old  Funds  lower  than  it  is  at  prefent,  even  tho'  v,e 
fhould  never  hereafter  contrail  one  Shilling  new  Debt.  I 
have  indeed  heard  of  u  great  many  Projeds  for  that  Purpofe  ; 
and  ibme  of  Uiem  have  appeared  well  in  Thecry,  but  v den 
they  came  to  be  examined,  it  has  always  been  found  tnat 
they  would  not  do  in  Pradtice,  and  therefore  thty  have  b::en 
laid  afide  :  Befides,  Sir,  it  would  be  an  Fxperiment  of  the 
moft  dangerous  Confequence,  to  reduce  f'e  Intereft  payable 
upon  our  old  Funds  lower  than  it  is  at  prefent,  becaufc  it 
would  probably  induce  Foreigners  to  draiv  th<'ir  Money  all 
at  once  out  of  our  Fur,ds,  which  would  oi  courfe  bring  our 
publick  Credit  into  great  Diftrn's,  and  would  drain  n=:  of  all 
the  ready  Specie  now  circulating  in  the  Nation  ;  :in.i  if  the 
publick  Credit  of  the  Nation  ihould  be  once  brought  into 
any  great  Diftrefs,  moft  of  our  own  People  v.  onid  take  the 
Alarm,  which  would  run  it  fo  low,  that  the  Reftoring  of  it 
would,  be  imprafticable. 

'  Another  Confideration,  Sir,  of  great  Weight  with  me, 
is.  That  we  cannot  well  reduce  the  Intereft  upon  our  publick 
Funds  any  lower  than  it  is  at  prefent,  witho'it  reducing  at 
the  fame  Time  the  Intereft  of  Money  in  general ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded  the  reducing  the  Intereft  of  Money  in  general,  to 
a  lower  Rate  than  what  it  is  at  prefent,  would  bring  great 
Difficulties  upon  all  Ranks  of  Men  in  the  Kingdom.  With 
refpeft  to  the  publick  Creditors  tl;c  D'fticultie^-  are  appa- 
rent ;  for  a  third  Part  of  their  yearly  Income  has  been  taken 
from  them  by  the  Peduftion  already  made  ;  and  if  a  f-^iither 
RediiiSion  of  one  per  Cent,  fhould  be  made,  they  would 
then  have  but  one  half  of  that  Revenue,  which  they  fuppofed 
thev  were  to  have  when  they  firft  lent  their  Money  to  the 
Publick. 

'  Then  with  refpeft  to  the  Landed  Gentlemen,  the  re- 
ducing Intereft  fo  low  would  be  a  great  Hardfhip,  for  they 
would  be  obliged  to  give  each  of  their  younger  Children  at 
leaft  5  or  6oco  1.  whereas  when  Intereft  is  at  5  or  6  per 
Cent,  one  half  of  that  Sum  will  rn.ible  them  to  live  in  a 
genteel  Manner  ;  fo  that  the  reducing  of  Intereft  fo  low 
v^ould  lay  all  our  Landed  Gentlemen  under  a  NecefTity  of 
ruining  their  Fftates,  or  at  leaft  of  mortgaging  them  very 
deeply,  to  provide  for  their  younger  Children.  And  laftly. 
Sir,  with  refpeft  to  the  Trading  Part  of  the  Nation,  it  is 
very  vv'ell  known,  that  every  Branch  of  Trade  in  the  King- 
dom is  already  fo  overftocked,  that  it  is  almoft  impofTible 
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for  one  half  of  our  Tradefmen  to  live  by  their  Bufinefs ; 
and  a  farther  Reduftion  of  Intereil  would  drive  fo  many 
into  Trade,  :/iat  no  Man  could  live  by  any  Trade  he  could 
enr  ^c  in.  liven  our  Borrowers  of  Money,  Sir,  or  Gentle- 
m\-.\  .yho  owe  any  Money  at  Intereft,  would  be  reduced  to 
g'  :  Difficulcies ;  for  the  Profit  to  be  got  by  lending  Money, 
<  leaving  Money  in  any  Man's  Hand  at  Intereil,  would 

I  mail,  ihat  no  Man  would  think  of  employing  it  in  that 

'  •  this  "vould  of  courfe  bring  a  general  Demand  upon 
ofe  in  cne  Kingdom  who  owe  any  Money  at  Intereft, 
a:  .;  a.t  the  fame  ;  une  would  render  it  impoffible  for  them, 
to  lind  any  Money  for  anfwering  that  Demand.  From  all 
TVuich  I  ihink  it  inconfillent  with  the  puolick  Good  of  the 
Nation,  and  with  thac  of  e.ery  particular  Man,  to  reduce 
the  Intereft  payable  upon  our  publick  Funds  lower  than  it  is 
at  pielent  Whatever  may  be  the  Canfequence  with  reipedl 
to  Miaifters,  I  am  very  certain.  Sir,  it  would  be  an  Expe- 
dient uC  very  bad  Confequence  with  refpeft  to  his  prefent 
Majelty,  to  bad  his  People  w;ch  Taxes  which  they  may 
thin!;  anneccfl'ary  ;  for  the  People  will  alwa)'^  pay  volunta- 
rily and  f  eely  iucii  Taxes  as  they  think  are  abfoiutely  ne- 
ceflary  f.L  the  Support  of  the  Nation,  but  it  will  always 
raife  Difaft'cftion  to  the  King  upon  the  Throne,  to  load  the 
People  with  Taxes  which  they  think  unneceffary  at  the 
Time  they  are  laid  on.  It  is  for  thi  i-leafon  that  in  Time 
of  War,  a  Government  may  venture  to  fubjeft  the  People 
to  Taxes,  whicii  would  raife  terrible  Complaints,  if  they 
fhould  be  raifed  in  Time  of  Peace  ;  and  for  the  fame  Rea- 
fon  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  we  ought  rath^-r  to  convert  a  Part 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  Service  of  the  Year, 
than  to  increafe  any  of  our  old  Taxes,  or  load  the  People 
with  any  new  ;  for  as  there  is  at  prefent  no  Demand  for 
paying  off  any  of  our  old  Dthtb,  and  as  none  of  the  publick 
Creditors  defire  to  have  thei.-  Money,  I  am  convinced  the 
Generality  of  the  People  would  think  it  unneceffary  to  load 
thera  with  any  new  Tax,  wlien  tiicy  know  we  have  fuch  a 
Fund,  to  which  we  may  have  Pa'courfe  lor  making  good  the 
currcrt  Service  of  he  Year  ;  and  therefj-c  '-ve  may  pre- 
fume,  that  the  loading  of  the. a  at  prefent  wi'.i  .  v  nt\"  Tax 
would  raife  a  general  DifaF  ilion  to  his  prefent  Majefty's 
Pcrfou  and  Government,  and  confequemly  be  a  moft  perni- 
cious Expedient. 

*  It  has  been  faid,  that  by  contraft.ng  a  new  Debt,  and 
creating  a  new  Fund  for  the  current  Service  o  the  Year, 
the  Nation  comes  at  lalt  to  b^  loaded  wiili  douole  the  Sam 
fo  railed,  by  Means  of  tiie  ir.tcrcil  and  Ex;jence:  of  M.aiage- 
jiient,  u  hich  they  are  ob'iiM.-d  to  pay  y::vly  till  the  Princi- 
pal be  paid  off.  But  Icanuot  admit  uf  the  Juftncfs  of  thi-^ 
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Anno  9.  Geo.  11.  Calculation  ;  for,  with  refped  to  the  ExpenCei  of  Manage^ 
_|^"A^'  f  ment,  it  is  well  known  that  no  new  Debt  we  have  lately 
contrafted,  has  occafioned  any  great  new  Expence  j  becaufe 
the  Fund  for  paying  off  that  Debt  has  always  been  com- 
mitted to  the  Offices  already  erefted,  fo  that  it  has  occa- 
fioned no  additional  Expence,  but  that  of  adding  perhaps. 
two  or  three  Under  Clerks  to  fome  of  the  Offices  before 
eftabliffied  :  And  as  to  the  Interelt  paid  yearly  by  the  Na- 
tion, does  not  every  private  Man  fave  that  Intereft  yearly, 
or  make  as  much  by  the  Share  which  he  muft  have  contri- 
buted to  that  principal  Sum,  in  cafe  it  had  been  raifed  with- 
in the  Year  ?  If  every  Man  in  the  Nation  fhould  be  obliged 
this  Year  to  contribute  lo  s.  towards  the  current  Service  of 
the  Year,  does  not  he  lofe  the  Intereft  of  that  lo  s.  for  all 
Years  to  come  ?  And  if  by  borrowing  a  Sum  of  Money  upon 
the  publick  Credit  at  5  or  j\.  per  Cent,  that  los.  Ihould  be 
left  m  every  private  Man's  Pocket,  may  he  not  make  every 
Year  5  per  Cent,  of  that  Money  (o  left  in  his  Pocket  ?  From 
hence  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the  contrafting  cf  a  new 
Debt  at  a  low  Intereft,  inllead  of  raifing  the  Money  within 
the  Year,  is  an  Advantage  rather  than  a  Lofs  to  the  Nation 
in  general. 

'  As  the  Forces  neceftary  for  the  Service  of  the  en- 
fuing  Year  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  have  been  already  agreed 
to,  they  muft  be  provided  for  fome  Way  or  ether  ;  and  if 
the  ufual  Taxes  fhall  be  found  infufficient  for  that  Purpofe, 
every  one  knows  we  have  but  three  Ways  to, make  good 
that  Deficiency.  We  muft  make  it  good  either  by  increnfing 
fome  old  Taxes,  or  by  laying  on  new  Taxes,  or  by  taking 
fo  much  from  the  Sinking  Fund  as  will  make  good  that 
Deficiency.  As  for  the  firft  Method,  none  of  our  old  Taxes 
will  admit  of  any  Increafe,  except  the  Land-Tax  ;  and, 
confidering  the  heavy  Load  that  has  for  many  Years  lain 
upon  the  Landed  Gentlemen  of  this  Kingdom,  I  am  really 
furprized,  that  they  have  fo  long  allowed  themfelves  to  be 
fo  loaded  by  the  Trading  Jntereft  ;  therefore  for  the  fake  of 
Prudence,  as  well  as  Juftice,  we  ought  not  to  think  of  in- 
creafmg  the  Land-Tax  ;  and  I  hope,  in  all  our  future  Mea- 
fures,  we  ihall  impofe  fuch  Taxes  as  may  fall  with  an  equal 
Weight  upon  all  the  Subjedts,  in  Proportion  to  their  yearly 
Revenues  or  Profits,  whether  thofe  yearly  Revenues  aiid  Pro- 
fits proceed  from  Land,  Trade  or  Money.  With  refpedl  to 
thefecond  Method,  I  wilh  with  all  my  Heart  feveral  of  the 
Luxuries  which  have  been  lately  introduced,  or  very  much 
increafed,  were  taxed  more  heavily  than  they  are  at  prcfent : 
Bat  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  a  dangerous  Experiment  to 
lay  on  any  new  Tax,  in  a  Time  of  profound  Peace,  even 
upon  the  Luxuries  of  Life  ;  efpecialiy  as  it  is  generally 
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known,  that  we  have  another  Fund  to  wliich  we  may  have  ^nno  9.  ceo.  ii. 
Recourfe,  without  injuring  in  the  leall  the  publick  Credit  of        '     ' 
the  Nation,  or  laying  any  additional  Load  upon  any  Rank 
of  People  :  And  if  we  fhould  venture   upon  any  fuch  Mea- 
fure,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  make  ufe  of  any  fuch  Tax 
for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year,  becaufe  it  is  impoffible 
to  guefs  how  much  the  Produce  of  a  new  Tax  will  amount 
to,  and  I  cannot  think  it  would  be  right  to  appropriate  an 
uncertain   Produce   for  the  Payment  of  a  certain  Sum.     It 
is  well  known,  that  a  great  Part  of  the  Debts  we  are  now 
loaded  with,  and  of  v/hich'  fome  Gentlemen  take  all  Occa- 
iions  to  complain   in  the  moft  grievous  Manner,  were  occa- 
fioned   by  that  very  Method  of  laying  on   a  new  Tax,  the 
Produce  of  which   muft  always  be  uncertain,  and  appropri- 
ating that  uncertain  Produce  towards  the  Payment  of  a  cer- 
tain Sum  ;  therefore  if  Gentlemen  have  a  Mind  to  lay  any 
new  Taxes  upon  the  Luxuries  of  Life,  I  Hiall  not  be  againft 
it ;  but  I  hope  they  will  order  the  whole  Produce  to  remain 
in  the  Exchequer,  in  order  to  attend  the  future  Difpofition 
of  Parliament ;  for  before  next  Seflion  the  Amount  of  fuch 
new  Tax  will  be  known,  or  may  be  nearly  gueffed  at,  and 
then   it  may  fafely  be   appropriated   to  the  .current  Service 
of  the  then  enfuing  Year  ;   or  be  made  a  Fund  for  anfwering 
the  current  Service  of  that  Year.     Whether  the  ufual  Taxes 
will  be  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  Services  already  voted,  r.nd 
the  other  Services  that  may  be  thought  neceflary  for  tlie 
enfuing  Year,  I  Ihall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  if  they 
are  not,  I  think  it  is  plain  that  we  muil  have  Recourfe  to  tiie 
Sinking  Fund,  as  the  moft  proper  Method  of  providing  for 
any  Deficiency  :  However,  we  are  not  at  prefent  to  deter- 
mine  this   Queilion   abfolutely  ;  when  Gentlemen  begin  to 
confider  of  Ways   and  Means  for  raifing  tlie  Sums  neceflary 
for   the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year,  th.cy  ought,  and  they 
certainly  will  agree  to   raife  them  in  that  Manner,    uhich 
fhall  appear  to  be  the  leaf!:  burthenfonie  to  the  People  ;  and 
therefore  I  think  it  would  be  very  wrong   in  us,  to  relbain 
ourfelves  in  the  Manner  propofed  by  the  Motion  now  before 
us.     But  that  we  may  be   left  altogether  free  to  do  in  this 
Refpeft   what  we  may  think  proper  when  we  go   into   the 
Committee   of  Ways   and  Means,  I   fhall  propofc,  that  the 
previous  Queftion  may  be  put,  with  regard   to  tlie  Queilion 
now  before  us/ 

To   this    it  was  replied  by  the  fame  Members,  who  were 
for  the  Motion,  as  follows  : 
Sir. 
'  It  has  been  often  cljforved,   Tliat  new  Meauncs  mi:il  al- 
ways be  fuppnrtcd  bv  new  Doclrines,  and  it  may  as  jiuily  be 
cbfervcd,   that  uTc;^g  Meafurc'.  mull  he  fupponcd   I^y  v.rr,!!;.'; 
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Docirincs.     This  is  the  Cafe  with  refpedl  to  the  Queflion 
p.ow  before  us.     The  Doftrincs  advanced  in  favour  of  that 
Mcafure  againft  which  the  prefent  Quellion  is  inter.ded,  are 
all  lO  deceitful,  that  they  are  a  plain  l^oof  that  the  Meafure 
yav.lt  he  wrong.     What  Influence  our   Miniflers  may  think 
they  have  in  the  Councils  of  Foreign  Powers,  I  iliall  not  de- 
termine ;  but  I  am  fure  it  does  not  appear  that  we  have  any 
great  Influence,  either  from  the  Advantages  that  have  been 
lately  obtained   in   Favour  of  this  Nation,  or  from  the  late 
Beiiaviour  of  fome  of  our  Neighbours  towards  our  Allies. 
I   hope   it  will  not  be  faid,  that  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid  had  any  great  Regard  for  us,  when  they  concluded 
that  Treaty    of    Vienna    which    produced    the    Treaty   of 
Hanover,  and   made   fuch  a   Bulile  in  Europe  ;    and  I  am 
fure   it   c;.i:r.ot  be   faid,  that  the  Courts  of  Paris,  Madrid, 
nnd  Turin,  fliewcd  any  great  Regard  for  us,  when  thty  made 
that  private  Aiiiarce,  by  wJiicIi  'they  parcelled  out  among 
them,    our   Ally  the    Emperor's   Dominions    in   Italy  ;  nor 
can  it,    I  think,   be  faid,  that  the  Emperor  placed  any  great 
Confidence  in  our    Aflhlancc,  wiicn,  in   order  to  obtain    a 
Peace,  he  agreed  to  yield  up  to  France  the  whole  Dutchy  of 
Lorrain. 

'  I  have  not  th.c  Honour,  Sir,  to  be  in  the  Secret  of  Af- 
fairs, therefore  I  mull  judge  from  publick  Appearances ; 
and  from  tliem  it  h  to  me  evident,  that  our  Influence  has  of 
late  greatly  decayed,  and  will,  I  am  afraid,  decay  more  and 
more  :  Foreigners,  Sir,  know  our  Circumltances  better  than 
wc  feem  to  do  ourfelvcs  :  They  know  that  now,  after  a 
Term  of  twenty  Years  Peace,  our  publick  Debts  are  very  near 
as  great,  and  our  Circumliances  as  bad  as  they  weje  at  the 
End  of  the  laft  War  :  They  know  that  by  a  Land-Tax  of 
2  s.  in  the  Pound,  we  cannot  provide  for  tlie  yearly  Supplies 
wc  tiiinl:  n-  ceflary,  even  in  lime  of  Peace,  without  run- 
rir.g  ourfclves  into  fome  new  Debt,  to  the  Amount  of  5  or 
6oo,ocoI.  yearly,  or  taking  fo  much  from  the  Sinking 
Fund  ;  and  they  know  that,  as  the  Sinking  Fond  we  row 
have  ariles  wholly  from  oar  Confumptions  being  much 
grtiter  in  Time  of  Peace  than  in  lime  of  War,  the  greac- 
<it  Fait  of  it  would  be  annihilated  in  cafe  we  fhould  engage 
i;^  a  War  ;  from  which,  every  Foreigner  muit  conclude, 
iiiid  I  flic^M  think  every  Englifliman  too,  that  with  4  s.  in 
the  Pound  Land-Tax,  we  couid  not  raife  500,000  1.  a  Year 
3;:jrc  rli.in  ha'^  been  found  neccflliry  for  fupporting  our  Go- 
vern ;r.ct;t  in  Time  of  Peace  .;  and  that  therefore  we  could 
noc  ir.pport  a  V/.ir  without  lo;:diiig  the  People  with  many 
nev.-  Taxe?,  or  greatly  increiifing  thofe  we  now  have  ;  nei- 
ther ol  which,  I  am  afraid,  our  People  would  patiently  fub- 
mit  to. 

'  Now, 
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*  Now,  Sir>  give  me  Leave  to  confider  the  extraordinary  Ap.r.09.  nco.ii. 
DoiTirines  advanced,  for  the  Support  of  that  Meafure  which 
the  oppofing  of  this  QuelHon  leems  to  point  at :  la  the  firil 
Place  we  are  told,  it  would  not  be  poffible  for  us  to  reduce 
the  Interelt  payable  upon  our  old  Debts,  even  tho'  we  fhould 
never  contraft  any  new  Debt :  This,  Sir,  is  contrary  to  one 
of  the  moft  eftablifhed  Maxims,  which  is.  That  the  natural 
Interelt  of  Money  mult  always  depend  upon  the  Proportion 
there  is  in  any  particuhir  Country  between  the  Demand  for 
borrowing  Money  at  Intereil,  and  the  Demand  for  lending 
Money  ac  Intereil ;  for  as  we  have  a  Sinking  Fund  capable 
of  paying  off  a  very  large  Sum  yearly,  if  we  never  per- 
verted any  Part  of  that  Fund,  which  is  always  the  fame 
with  contrafting  a  new  Debt,  we  ihould  be  every  Year  di- 
minilhing  the  Demand  for  borrowing,  and  increafiug  the 
Demand  for  lending  ;  fo  that  the  natural  Intereil  of  Money, 
would  necefiarily  of  itfelf  decreafe,  without  any  Projects  for 
that  Purpofe. 

'  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  would  of  courfe  happen  in  a  few  Years  : 
but  even  at  prefent,  if  no  new  Debts  were  to  be  contracled,  I 
do  not  know  but  Methods  might  be  found  for  reducing  imme- 
diately the  Intereil  of  all  our  Fimds  to  3  and  a  half,  per- 
haps to  3  per  Cent,  what  thefe  Methods  may  be,  I  Ihail  not 
take  upon  me  to  mention,  becaufe  fome  Gentlemen  feeni 
refolved  that  no  Propofition  Ihall  be  received,  except  thofe 
offered  by  themfelves.  And  to  frighten  us  from  any  fuch 
Projefts,  we  are  told,  that  the  Foreigners  would,  in  "fuch 
a  Cafe,  draw  their  Money  out  all  at  once,  and  drain  us  of 
all  the  current  Specie  in  the  Kingdom  ;  but  to  thofe  who 
underlland  the  Ci.cumflances  of  Europe,  and  are  apprifed 
of  the  Lownefs  of  Intereil  in  fome  Countries,  and  the  Pre- 
carioulhefs  of  the  Security  in  others,  this  mull  appear  to  be 
a  meer  Bugbear. 

'  Befides,  Sir,  the  Thing  would  either  be  in  itfelf  impof- 
fible,  or  it  is  an  Event  we  have  no  Occafion  to  be  afraid 
of;  for  if  Foreigners  fhould  all  at  once  refolvcto  fell  out, 
it  would  either  run  the  Price  of  all  our  Funds  a  great  deal 
below  Par,  or  it  would  not ;  if  it  did,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  fufpend  their  Refolution,  and  take  3  pr  Cent,  rather  than 
fell  out  a  lool.  Stock  for  80  or  90  1.  in  ready  Money  ;  and 
if  their  felling  out  did  not  run  the  Price  of  our  Stocks  be- 
low Par,  we  can  have  no  Occafion  to  be  afraid  of  any  fuch 
Refolution  ;  becaufe  their  felling  out  could  not  ruin  our  pub- 
lick  Credit,  and  tlie  ready  Specie  they  could  carry  out  would 
foon  be  replaced  by  the  general  Balance  of  our  Trade,  if 
we  had  no  Intereil  to  pay  yearly  to  them  ;  for  it  has  been 
for  many  Years,  and  while  it  continues,  it  mult  always  be  a 
terrible  Drawback  upon  our  general  Balance  of  I'rade,  to 
S  2  liavK 
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have  a^Sum  of  4  or  500,000!.  fent  yearly  out  of  the  Na- 
tion, in  order  to  pay  the  Interelt  due  to  them,  every  Farthing 
of  which  is  entirely  loll  to  us  ;  becaufe  the  whole  is  fpent  by 
them  in  their  own  Countries,  or  converted  into  Principal 
here,  to  incrcafe  their  future  yearly  Demand. 

*  Another  Paradox,  advanced  agiinft  the  Qaeftion  now 
before  us  is,  That  the  reducing  the  Intereft  of  Money  in  ge^ 
neral,  would  bring  great  Difficulties  upon  all  Ranks  of  Men 
in  the  Kingdom.  This,  Sir,  is  evidently  contrary  to  ano- 
ther cllablilhed  Maxim,  which  is,  That  the  lower  the  In- 
tereft of  Money  is  in  any  Country,  the  more  flourilhing  it 
Tnuft  be  in  its  Trade  and  Commerce  :  I  fliall  grant,  that  it 
would  diminifli  the  Revenue  of  our  publick  Creditors,  as 
well  as  of  all  other  Money-Lenders,  but  it  would  not  di- 
minlfh  their  Capital,  and  thofe  that  could  not  live  idly  upon 
the  Intereft  of  their  Money,  would  be  obliged  to  betake 
themfclvcs  to  Trade,  or  to  fome  other  indulTrious  Employ- 
ment, which  might  be  a  Service  to  themfelves,  and  a  certain 
Advantage  to  their  Country. 

'  As  to  the  Landed  Gentlemen,  I  am  furprized.  Sir,  to 
hear  it  faid,  that  the  reducing  of  Intereft  would  be  a  Ilard- 
ihip  upon  them,  confidering  how  many,  I  am  afraid  too 
many  of  them,  are  like  their  Country,  involved  in  Debts 
and  Mortgages.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  a  great  Ad- 
vantage to  every  Landed  Gentleman  in  the  Kmgdom,  be- 
caufe, befides  reducing  the  Intereft  he  is  to  pay  for  the  Debt 
he  owes,  if  he  has  any,  it  v/ould  greatly  increafe  the  Value 
of  his  Lands,  as  well  as  of  all  the  Lands  in  the  Kingdom  ; 
and  as  for  his  younger  Children,  he  would  be  under  no  Ne- 
cclhty  to  give  them  any  greater  Fortunes  than  before  ;  but, 
if  he  were,  a  Mortgage  of  6000 1.  at  3  per  Cent,  is  no 
greater  Burthen  upon  an  Eftate,  than  a  Mortgage  of  half 
that  Sum  at  6  fer  Cent.  Intereft  ;  and  if  any  Part  of  the 
Eftate  were  to  be  fold  for  the  raifmg  of  that  Money,  as  the 
Price  of  Lands  will  always  rife  in  Proportion  as  the  Intereft 
of  Money  falls,  when  Money  comes  to  be  at  3  per  Ce?it. 
Intereft,  the  fame  Parcel  of  Land  to  be  fold,  will  then  fetch 
600c  1.  which  would  have  fold  but  for  3000 1.  when  Money 
was  at  6  per  Cent,  I  do  not  know  what  the  honourable 
Gentleman  means  by  enabling  younger  Children  to  live  in 
a  genteel  Manner ;  unlefs  he  means  in  an  idle  and  extrava- 
gant Manner ;  and  the  fewer  there  are  of  fuch  Perfons  in 
any  Country,  I  am  fure  it  is  the  better  for  the  Country  ; 
which  would  be  the  Conftquence  in  the  prefent  Cafe  :  For  as 
tew  Gentlemen  could  propofe  that  their  younger  Children 
fhould  live  upon  the  Intereft  of  the  Fortunes  they  could  give 
them,  they  would  breed  them  all  up  to  fome  Trade  or  ^Bu- 
fmefs ;  fo  that  inftead  of  a  great  Number  of  idle  and  extra- 
vagant 
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vagant  Gentlemen,  we  ftioul4  have  a  great  Number  of  in- 
dultrious  and  frugal  Tradefmen  or  Merchants  ;  and  which 
would  be  of  moft  Advantage  to  the  Country,  is  very  eafy  to 
determine. 

'  It  is.  Sir,  a  very  great  Miftake,  to  imagine  that  there 
can  be  in  any  Country  too  great  a  Number  of  Merchants  and 
Tradefmen,  or  that  any  Sort  of  Trade,  which  dele;  ves  that 
Name,  can  be  overftocked.  Shopkeeping,  or  any  other  Bu- 
linefs,  which  rends  to  fupport  the  Luxury  of  a  People,  may, 
'tis  true,  be  overHocked ;  and  it  is  always  a  Difadvantage  to 
the  People  to  have  too  great  a  Number  of  fuch  among 
them  ;  but  as  for  Merchants,  Manufafturers,  and  Mecha- 
nicks,  there  can  never  be  too  great  a  Number  of  them  in 
any  Country  j  becaufe  the  more  there  are  of  them,  tiie  more 
foreign  Trade  the  Nation  will  have,  the  greater  its  Exports 
will  be,  and  the  more  eafy  will  it  be  for  every  particular 
Man,  if  he  be  induftrious  and  frugal,  to  provide  a  Support 
for  himfelf  and  Family.  This  is  juilified  by  Experience  in 
all  Countries,  and  in  all  Times ;  and  therefore  among  the 
many  other  Misfortunes  attending  our  publick  Funds,  this 
may  be  reckoned  as  one,  that  a  great  Number  of  our  Peo- 
ple are  thereby  enabled  to  live  idly  upon  the  Intereft  of  tneir 
Money,  which  muft  neceffarily  diminiih  the  Number  of  our 
Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  Mechanicks. 

'  To  imagine.  Sir,  that  the  reducing  of  Intereft  to  3  per 
Cent,  would  bring  any  Diftrefs  upon  thofe  who  have  Occ;.fion 
for  Money,  is  fomething  very  new  ;  for  the  more  Trade  _ 
there  is  in  a  Country,  the  more  Money  there  will  al- 
ways bt;  to  be  lent  at  Intereft ;  and  thofe  who  have  more  Mo- 
ney by  them  than  they  can  make  ufe  of  in  their  Trade,  will 
always  lend  it  upon  good  Security,  even  at  i  per  Cent,  ra- 
ther than  keep  it  in  their  own  Coffers.  But  upon  this  Occa- 
fion  I  cannot  omit  taking  Notice,  that  in  this  Refpcft  too, 
our  publick  Funds  are  of  great  Detriment  to  the  Trade  and 
private  Credit  of  the  Nation,  becaufe  the  monied  Men  of 
the  Kingdom  have  fo  ready  a  Way  of  getting  an  Intcrelt  for 
their  Money  by  Means  of  thefe  Funds,  that  they  never  think 
of  lending  their  Money  to  private  Men,  but  at  an  extrava- 
gant Intereft  or  Premium  ;  by  which  Means  our  private  Cre- 
dit between  IVIan  and  Man  is  very  much  Icfiened,  and  great 
Sums  of  Money  drawn  cat  of  Trade,  which  is  therefore  a 
very  ftrong  Argument  in  favour  of  the  Qaelhon  now  be- 
fore us. 

'  '^I  he  People,  Sir,  never  grudge  the  contributing  wlut 
is  nectffary  for  the  Support  of  the  Government  in  Time  of 
Peace,  no  more  than  they  grudge  what  is  necefTary  for  the 
Support  of  the  Government  in  Time  of  War  :  Th?  only 
Ihii/g   they  gruage  is,    to  f.nd   the  Niition  loaded  wuh  nn 
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Expence  that  is  not  necefTary,  or  the  Money  they  contribute 
improperly  applied  ;  and   tho'  the  perverting  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  or  running  the  Nation  in  Debt,    may   prevent  the 
People  of  the  prefent  Generation  from  being  fenfible  of  an 
unneceiTary  Expence,  and  confequently  may  prevent  their  in- 
quiring Itridlly  into  that  Expence,    yet  fuch  a  Meafure  will 
make  the  prefent  Expence  fall  with   double  Weight  upon 
their  Pofterity,    and   when   they   find  themfelves  obh'ged  to 
I'ubmit  to  heavy  new  Taxes,  becaufe  all  the  Old  (land  en- 
gaged for  the  Payment  of  old  Debts,  which  will  certainly 
be  the   Cafe  as   ibon  as  the  Nation  comes  to  be  engaged  in 
any  War,  they  will  then  with  Reafon  complain,  that  an  in- 
fupportable  Load  has  been  thrown  upon  them,  for  the  Sake 
of  a  temporary  Eafe  given   to  their  Anceltors.     This  may 
very  probably  raife  a  general  DifafFeftion  to  the  prefent  Ellab- 
lifh<ment,    ar.d  it   will  be    the   more  dangerous,    becaufe  it 
will  happen  at  a  Time  when   our  Enemies  will  certainly  be 
in  Earneft  about  playing  tlie  Pretender  upon  us.     This  Con- 
fideration  muft,  in  my  Opinion,  have   great   Weight  with 
every  Gentleman,  who  has  a  fmcere  Regard   for  the  illullri- 
oas   Family  now  upon   the  Throne,  and  cfpecially  for  that 
Royal  Prince,  who,  'tis  to  be  hoped,  will  one  Day  fway  the 
Scepter  of  this  Kingdom  ;  for  by  thus  perverting  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  or  running  the  Nation  into  new  Incumbrances, 
even  in  Time  of  Peace,  he  may  be  left  in  fuch  Diftrefs,  as 
not  to  have  it  any  Way  in  his  Power  to  fupport  the  Govern- 
mcTit  with  any  Luftre,  or   to  vindicate   the  Rights   of  the 
Nation  with  any  Vigour. 

'  That  no  new  Oifice  or  OiHcer  has  lately  been  created 
may  be  true,  but,  Sir,  we  know  that  a  very  great  and  a 
very  grievous  Office,  and  a  great  Number  of  Officers,  were 
lately  revived  in  Purfuance  of  the  fame  MeaAres  now  pointed 
at;  [The  Salt-fax.  SeeVohU.p.  i  C9.]  and  we  likewife 
know  that  the  collefting  of  our  Taxes,  and  the  managing  of 
our  Funds,  coft  the  Nation  a  moll  prodigious  Sum  of  iVIcney 
yearly,  a  much  greater  Sum,  I  believe,  than  is  necefTary  for 
that  Purpofe  ;  for  \f  a  narrow  Scrutiny  were  made  into  that: 
Affair,  I  am  convinced  it  would  be  found,  that  the  Bjfmefs 
of  two  or  three  Offices  might  be  managed  by  one,  without 
employing  a  greater  Number  of  Officers  and  Clerks  in  that 
one,  than  is  now  employed  in  any  one  of  the  three  ;  fo  that 
fevcral  Offices,  and  a  great  Number  of  Officers  and  Clerks 
might  be  l.iid  afide,  by  which  a  very  large  Sum  of  Money 
might  be  favcd  yearly  to  the  Publick.  This  would  con- 
t-ributc  greatly  towards  preventing  cur  loading  the  People 
with  new  or  additional  Taxrs,  or  ra-)nirg  the  Nation  in  Debt, 
by  creating  new  Funds,  or  perveniria;  the  oki  ;  and  this  tht 
Pecple   would   cei'ainly   inrifi  on,    if  they  were  tvcry  Y'^i.^- 
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made  fenfible  of  the  Sums  neceflary  for  the  publick  Service  ;  Anno  9.  Geo.  11. 
but  this,  it  may   be  prefumed,  will  always  be  avoided  by  .     '^j?'^'^- 
thofe  who  have  the  Difpofal  of  fuch  lucrative  Polls  and 
Employments. 

'  Ic  has  been  infinuated,  as  if  it  were  an  Advantage  to 
the  People  to  run  the  Nation  in  Debt  yearly,  rather  than 
raife  the  Sums  neceflary  within  the  Year  ;  becaufe  the 
Money  is  thereby  faved  in  every  private  Man's  Pocket ;  of 
which  he  may,  as  long  as  he  keeps  it  in  his  own  Poffef- 
fion,  make  an  Intereft  or  a  Profit  of  5  per  Cent,  perhaps 
more  ;  whereas  the  Publick  may  borrow  at  3  per  Cetit.  or  4 
at  moft  ;  and  from  the  fame  Way  of  Reafoning,  it  may  be 
argued,  that  it  will  be  an  Advantage  to  the  People  to  run 
the  Nation  every  Year  into  fome  new  Debt,  and  never  pay 
off  one  Shilling  of  the  old.  But  do  not  we  know,  Sir,  that 
in  all  Countries,  People  look  upon  the  publick  Taxes  as  a 
Part  of  their  yearly  Expence  ;  when  thofe  Taxes  are  high, 
every  Man  muft  contrail  his  yearly  Expence  in  other  Arti- 
cles, and  when  the  publick  Taxes  are  low,  every  Man  may, 
and  generally  does  launch  out  a  little  into  Expences  upon 
other  Articles,  which  he  would  otherwife  have  faved  ;  fo 
that  if  by  borrowing  a  Sum  of  Money  upon  the  publick 
Credit  for  the  Service  of  this  Year,  we  fhould  prevent  our 
being  under  a  Neceflity  of  impofing  a  Tax  of  Ten  Shillings 
upon  every  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  that  Ten  Shillings  would 
not  be  faved  and  laid  out  at  Intereft  by  any  Man  in  the 
Kingdom,  at  leaft  not  by  any  Man,  I  believe,  with  a  View 
to  anfwer  his  Share  of  the  Principal  and  Interefl-  of  that  Sum 
that  had  been  borrowed  by  the  Publick :  No,  Sir,  every 
Man  would  live  in  his  ufual  Way,  as  if  nO  fuch  Ten  Shil- 
lings had  been,  or  were  ever  to  be  paid ;  no  Man  would 
contradl  his  ufual  annual  Expence  on  account  of  his  Share 
of  that  Sum  borrowed  by  the  Publick  ;  fo  that  the  Sum 
fo  borrowed  by  the  Publick,  and  the  Intereft  thereof,  would 
remain  a  Charge  upon  every  Man's  Pofterity,  without  their 
having  any  Thing  left  them  by  their  Ancellor  for  anfwering 
that  Charge.  Even  the  Pofterity  of  the  moft  frugal  Man  iu 
the  Kingdom  would  not  be  One  Shilling  the  richer,  on  ac- 
count of  that  Ten  Shillings  which  was  faved  in  the  Pocket 
of  their  Anceftor  ;  becaufe  he  might  have  faved  Ten  Shil- 
lings of  his  yearly  Expence  in  any  one  Year,  and  would 
certainly  have  faved  it,  if  he  had  found  himfelf  under  a  Ne- 
ceflity of  paying  a  Tax  of  Ten  Shillings  to  the  Publick. 

'  Sir,  we  have  feen  of  late  Years  feveral  Attempts  made 
to  tJirow  a  Divifion,  and  to  breed  a  Diflenfion  between  the 
Landed  Intereft  and  the  Trading  Intereft  of  this  Nation  i 
bit  fuch  Attempts  will,  I  hope,  always  prove  fri'.itlefs,  for 
thfir  Iiuercfl^  are  infeparable,  and  wjil  always  be  thought 
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A''"°_9__f;^^"-  >'•  fo  by  tvcr/  Man  who  has  a  Reipecl  for  either.  There  i* 
I  not  a  Landed  Gentleman  of  any  Scnfe  in  the  Kingdom,  but 
knows  how  greatly  the  Rents  of  his  Eilate  would  be  dimi- 
nifhed,  if  our  Trade  fliould  be  undone  ;  and  therefore  he 
will  never  confent  to  the  throwing  of  any  unnecefiary  Bur- 
then upon  it.  There  is  not  a  Trading  Man  in  the  King- 
dom, of  any  Confequence,  but  has  a  View  to  fettle  himfelf 
or  his  Pofterity  in  a  Land-Eftate,  and  therefore  he  will  never 
agree  to  the  throwing  of  any  unneeefTary  Burthens  upon 
Land  :  But,  Sir,  there  has  been  lately  a  third  Intereft  reared 
up  in  this  Kingdom,  inconfillent  with  both  :  I  mean.  Sir, 
the  Intereit  of  thofe  concerned  in  our  public  Fends  :  This 
is  an  Intereft  for  the  Support  of  which  both  our  Landed  Li- 
tereft,  and  our  Trading  Intf-reft  are  now  greatly  diftreifed  ; 
and  it  is  an  Intereft  which  fome  Gentlemen  feem  to  have  a 
much  greater  Regard  for  than  for  either  of  the  other  two  : 
Such  Gentlemen  will,  I  believe,  always  be  for  creating  new 
Funds,  as  long  as  we  have  any  Thing  left  unmortgaged,  or 
any  Thing  upon  which  a  new  or  additional  Tax  can  be  laid  j 
becaufe  the  creating  of  new  I'unds  will  always  increafe  that 
Intereft  which  they  feem  to  have  fo  much  at  Heart  ;  and 
will  prevent  its  being  ever  in  our  Power  to  diminifh  thofe 
Annuities  we  are  obliged  to  pay  them  ;  but  they  ought  to 
confuler,  that  the  Number  of  Men  concerned  in  our  Landed 
and  Trading  Intereft,  muft  always  be  much  greater  than  the 
Number  of  thofe  concerned  in  our  Funds ;  fo  that  if  People 
find  that  either  our  Landed  Intereft,  and  our  Trading  Intereft 
muft  be  deftroyed,  or  our  publick  Fund  Intereft  annihilated, 
it  is  eafy  to  fee  upon  whom  tlie  Ruin  muft  fall  ;  and  there- 
fore, if  thofe  Gentlemen  confider  right,  they  muft  conclude 
that  it  is  againft  the  Intereft  of  the  Proprietors  of  our  Funds 
to  make  any  Additions  to  them,  or  to  divert  that  Money 
which  is  appropriated,  and  ought  to  be  applied  yearly,  to  the 
diminifning  of  them. 

'  Whether  or  no  it  may  be  neceftary  to  impofe  any  new 
Taxes,  I  fhail  not  determine  ;  I  hope  not,  but  if  it  (hould 
be  found  neceftary,  the  Produce  of  a  new  Tax  may  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  current  Service,  as  well  as  the  Produce  of 
an  old  ;  becaufe  if  any  Deficiency  happen,  it  may  and  ought 
to  be  made  good  cut  of  the  Grants  of  the  fuccctding  Year  ; 
for  our  prefent  Debts  did  not  procsed  from  appropriating  the 
Produce  of  any  new^  Tax,  but  from  not  taking  Care  to  make 
good  in  every  fucceeding  Year  the  Deficiencies,  which  had 
happened  in  the  Grants  for  the  Ser/ice  of  the  former.  We 
all  know,  Sir,  how  dangerous  it  is  to  have  Monev  lying  in 
the  E:-;chcquer  unappropiiated  ;  we  know  what  a  Tempta- 
tion it  is  fo;  fome  Gentlemen  to  form  extravagant  Projecis, 
and  to  put  theNation  to  a  Beedljfs  Expencc  :  Nay,  we  know 

how 
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how  apt  forae  Gentlemen  are  to  break  thro'  the  moft  itrlft,  '^"""yl',.^^^- "• 
and  the  moft  neceflary  Appropriations,  in  Cafes  where  there 
is  not  an  immediate  abfolute  Neceffity  to  apply  the  Sums  fo 
appropriated  to  the  Ufes  for  which  they  were  originally  de- 
iigned  ;  and  our  Experience  in  this  Particular  is  one  of  the 
chief  Reafons,  and  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Arguments  for  the 
Queilion  now  before  us  ;  therefore  if  we  agree  to  the  laying 
on  of  any  new  Tax,  I  hope  it  will  be  immediately  appro- 
priated to  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year. 

*  The  very  Queftion  now  before  us  is,  whether  we  ought 
to  lay   a  Reltraint  upon  ourfelves,   with  refpeft  to  the  con- 
trafting  of  any  new  Debt,  or  diverting  the  Sinking  Fund 
from  that  Ufe  for  which  it  was  originally  defigned,  and  to 
which  it  Hands  appropriated  by  the  exprefs  Words  of  thofe 
AQ.S  of  Parliament  by  <vvhich  it  was  elhiblifhed  ?    The   Re- 
ftraint   now  propofed,  is  only  for  this  Seffion  ;    but  I  wifh 
the  Reftraint  were  for   all  Seffions  to  come  ;  and  I  am  fure 
if  we  have  any  Regard  for  our  Pofterity,  if  we  have  any  Re- 
gard for  the  prefent  illuftrious  Family,  if  we  have  any  Re- 
gard  for  the  future  Happinefs,    I  may  fay  Preftrvation,   cf 
the  Nation,  we  will  at  leaft  for   this    Seflion  aft  as  if  \^'^ 
were    under  fuch  a    Reftraint  ;    therefore   there   can   be  no 
Harm  in  laying  ourfelves  under  any  fuch.    And  there  is  thci 
more  Occafion    for  it,  becaufe   of  the  frequent  Deviations 
we  have  lately  made  from  this  neceflary  Rule,  and  becaufe 
cf  the  bad  Ufe  that  may  be  made  of  fome  late  Precedent?  ; 
for  if  a  Check  be  not  fpeedily  put  to  fuch  Meafures,   as  all 
Adminirtrations  are  but  fleeting  Things,   we  may  expeft  that 
every    Adminiftration  will   endeavour    to   make  themfelves 
eafy,  and    to  put  oiF  the  evil  Day  as  long  as  they  can,   by 
contradting   fome  new  Debt  every   Year,    and   mortgaging 
fom.e  Part  of  the  Sinking  Fund  as  long  as  there  is  a  Shilling 
of  it  left.     As  we  have  at  prefent  a  pretty  confiderable  Sink- 
ing  Fund,    this  Meafure   may  perhaps  fupport  the  prefent 
Adminiftration  as  long  as  it  can  v^ell  be  fuppofed  to   laft, 
efpecially  if  no  War  happens  in  the  mean  Time  ;  but  fad  and 
melancholy  will  the    Reckoning  certainly  come  to  be  at  laft, 
when  we  find  ourfelves  engaged  in  a  dangerous  and  expenfive 
War,  our  People  loaded  with  as  heavy  Taxes  as   they  can 
poffibly  bear,  and  all  thofe  Taxes  mortgaged  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  Debts,  except  juft  as  much  as  may  be  fuflicieut  for 
the  Support  of  our  Civil  Government.     This  Profped,  Sir, 
gives   me  a  moft   terrible  Alarm,  and  therefore    1  am.  moll 
iieartity  for  the  Queftion  before  us.' 

Then  the   Queftion   being   put,      Tiiat   the   Queitlon  he 
now  put  ;    it  was  canied  in  the   Negative  wiihcut  a  Di- 

vifton. 

Vol.  JV.  T  -F.^, 


(     h6    ) 

Ftb.  17.  The  Houfe  refolv'd,  Nem.  Con.  That  George 
Heathcote,  Efq ;  was  duely  elefted  a  Burpefs  for  Southwark  : 
Mr  Sheppard  tiie  Petitioner  having  icme  Days  before  given 
up  t!ie  Difpute. 

A  ivtit;,-r.  cf  the  Pt'^-  20.  A  Petition  of  his  Majelly's  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
/oi 'S-  acr"^^-  ^°'  ^^^^  County  of  Middlefex,  in  their  general  Quarter  Sef- 
^v^'-'t'iiccxcemve  fions  aiTcmbled,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  {tt- 
i-:;t;!.r.,^«i'khis  ting  forth.  That  the  drinking  of  Geneva  and  other  diftilled 
niitVre  oHhc  w^oie  Spirituous  Liquors,  had  for  fome  Years  paft  greatly  increafed, 
"'  ''^-  efpecialiy  among  the  People  of  inferior  Rank  ;  and  that  the 

conltant  and  exceffive  Ufc   thcitof  had   already  deflroyed 
Thoufandb  of  his  Majefty's  Subjedts,    and   rendered   great 
Numbers  of  others  unfit  for  ufeful  Labour  and  Service,  de- 
bauching at  the  fame  Time  their  Morals,  and  driving  them 
into  all  manner  of  Vice  and  Wickednefs ;  and  that  thai,  per- 
nicious Liquor  was  then  fold,  not  only  by  the  Diftillers  and 
Geneva   Shops  but  many  other  Perfons  of  inferior  Trades ; 
by  which  Means,   Journeymen,  Apprentices,   and  Servants, 
were  drawn  in  to  talle,  and  by  Degree^  to  like,  approve,  and 
immoderately  to  drink  thereof;  and  that  the  Petitioners  ap- 
prehended the  publick  Welfare  and  Safety,  as  well  as  the 
Trade  of  th.e  Nation,  would   be  greatly  affefted  by  it,  as 
that  Praciice  was  dangerous  and  mifchievous  to  the  Health, 
Strength,  Peace,  and  Morals,  and   tended  greatly  to  dimi- 
niih  the  Labour  and  Induftry  of  his  Majefty's  Subjefts ;  and 
therefore  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  take  the  Premifes 
into  their  ferious  Confidcration,  and  apply  fuch  Remedy  as 
the   Houfe  fhould  judge  moll  proper.     This    Petition  was 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ; 
and  it  v/as  rcfolved  that  the  Houfe  would  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the   23d,  to  confider 
of  the  faid  Petition. 
Fcur  Rcfciutions  of      Feb.   23.  The  Houfe  having  ref  4 ved   itfelf  into  the  faid 
tnJvtuFon," '™"'''"  Committee,  Sir  Joleph  Jekyll  movM   for  the  following  Re- 
folutions,  viz.     L  That  the  low  Price  of  Spirituous  Liquors 
was  the  principal  Inducemcni  to  the  exceffive  and  pernicious 
Ufc  thereof.     IL  That  in  order  to  prevent    the  exceffive 
and  pernicious  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  a  Difcouragement 
fliould   be  given  thereto   by  a  Duly  to  be  laid  on  ail  fuch 
Liquors  by   Retail.     III.  That  the  vending,  bartering,  or 
uttering  the    faid    Liquors  fhould   be   rellrained  to  Perfons 
Ireeping  pubiick  Brandy-Shops,  Victualling  Houfe?,  CoiFee- 
Koufes,  x'\Ie-Houfes  and  Innholders,  and  to  luch  Apotheca- 
ries and  Surgeon?,  as  fhould  make  ufe  of  the  i'arae  by  way 
of  Medicine  only.     IV.  That   no  Pcrfon  keeping  a  publick 
Brandy-Shop,  a  publick  Vidualling  Iloufe,  Cofree-IIoufe  or 
Ale  Iloufe,  or  being  an  lunholder,  fhould   be  permitted  to 

vend, 
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vend,  barter,  or  utter  the  faid  Liquors,  but  by   Licence, 
with  <-»  Paty  payable  thereupon.  _  _ 

"^  i:,,e  Rciolations  were  all  agreed  to  without  Debate  in  whitiia'oarrcci 
the  Committee,  and  being  next  Day  reported  to  the  Houfe, 
were  there  likewife  agreed  to.  Then  it  was  ordered.  That 
the  faid  Report  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  conlider  farther  of  Wa\s 
and  Means  for  raiiing  the  Supply. 

Feb.  24.  The  Houfe  proceeded,  according  to  Order,  to  Proceedings  on  the 

,TT  r     y  r  \     -n      •   ■  i--  r  Petition  of  ?ii  R. 

the  Hearing  or  tne  ieveral  retitions,  complaining  of  an  wir.n,  compiainini; 
undue  Eleftlon  and  Return  for  the  County  of  York,  and  ^n'tor'th"  Ccumy* 
the  Depacy-Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  Ealt-Riding  of  the  "*^Y;.k. 
faid  County,  having  produced  feveral  Books,  as  the  original 
Poll  taken  at  the  faid  EJedlion  ;  and  being  examined  as  to 
the  Time,  Place,  and  Manner  of  the  Delivery  thereof  to 
him  by  the  High-SherifF  of  the  faid  County  j  the  Counlel 
for  the  fitting  Member,  Sir  Miles  Stapylton,  Bare,  againft 
whom  only  t.;e  Petitions  were  aimed,  objeded  that  the  faid 
Books  otight  not  to  be  admitted  as  Evidence,  the  fame  not 
having  beea  delivered  over  upon  Oath,  nor  within  the  Time 
limited  by  Law,  nor  any  Proof  given,  that  no  Alterations 
had  been  made  therein  after  the  faid  Eleftion,  and  before 
the  ioxa  Delivery.  Upon  this  Objedlion  the  Counfel  of  both 
Sides  b"ing  heard,  and  the  Preamble  and  the  fifth  Section  of 
an  Af.  made  in  the  loth  Year  of  Queen  Anne,  in- 
titled.  An  An  for  the  more  effeSlual  prenjentiJig  fraudulent 
Con-jeyences,  in  order  to  multiply  Votes  for  eleSling  Knights 
of  Shires  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  was  read,  whereby  it  was 
enafted,  '  That  in  taking  the  Poll,  the  Sheriff,  &c.  fhall 
'  enter  the  Place  of  the  Eleftor's   Freehold,    and  of  his 

*  Abode,  and  fliall  mark  Jurat,  againft  his  Name,  and  the 
'  Returning- Officer  fhall,  within  twenty  Days  after  the  Elec- 

*  tion,  deliver  over  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  all  the  Poil- 

*  Books,  on  Oath  made  before  the  two  next  JuUices  of  the 

*  Peace,  ^.orum  u:ius,  fe'c.  without  Imbezzlement  or  Altera- 

*  tion  ;  and  in  fuch  Counties  where  there  are  more  than  one 

*  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  then  he  fhall  deliver  the  original  Poll- 
'  Books  to  one,  and  the  attcfted  Copies  to  the  refl,  to  be 
'  preferved  amongft  the  Records  of  the  Seffions  ofthe  Peace.' 
Then  the  Journal  of  t!ie Houfe  of  the  12th  of  March,  1727, 
in  relation  to  the  Report  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges 
and  Eledlions,  touching  the  Eleclion  for  the  County  of  Bucks 
was  read  ;  after  which  the  faid  Clerk  was  again  called  in 
and  examined  as  to  the  keeping  of  the  faid  Books,  fincc  the 
'J'imc  of  the  faid  Delivery  thereof,  and  as  to  the  takinv^ 
Copies  of  and  collating  the  fild  Books,  and  as  to  the  DccIl; 
rations  of  the  faid  High-Sheriff,  and  other  Circumilances 
before  and  at  the  Time  cf  fuch  Delivery  :  After  v/l'.ich  the 

'i'  2  icilowiiis.': 


(  i4«  ) 
An.c (J,  Cf 0.  ir.  followir.g  Quellion  was  propofed,  '  That  Books,  called  the 
Oiiginal  Poll  Books  of  the  laft  Eledlion  of  Members  to  ferve 
in  Parlianicnt  for  the  County  of  York,  produced  by  Robert 
Appleton,  Deputy- Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  EaiVRiding 
of  the  faid  County,  and  which  were  delivered  over  to  him 
by  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  faid  County  in  open  Court,  at 
the  Quarter- SelTions  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  Riding,  about 
two  Months  after  the  faid  Eledlion,  as  the  original  Poll 
taken  at  the  faid  Eleftion,  and  which  have  been  kept  by 
him  the  faid  Deputy-Clerk  of  the  Peace  ever  iince  among  the 
Records  of  the  Seflions  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  Riding,  the 
faid  Books  not  being  delivered  over  by  the  faid  Sheriff  within 
the  Time,  nor  upon  Oath,  as  required  by  the  Aft  of  the 
loth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  For  the  more  ef- 
fe£i-iial  fre^ventlng  fraudulent  Conveyances,  in  order  to  mul- 
tiply Votes  for  eleiiing  Knights  of  Shires  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament, be  admitted  as  Evidence  ? 

After  Debate,  the    Quellion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in 
the  Affirmative,  by  201    to  164:  Hereupon  the  faid  Poll- 
Books,  and  Copies   of  them,  were  delivered  in  ;  and  then 
it  was  ordered  that  the  farther  Hearing  of  the  faid  Petitions 
be  adjourned  to  the  26th. 
A  b;'1  oraerea  in,        FcL  25.  Mr  Sandys  movcd  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
NuT.ber'cf&rti'-'^     For  the  better  fearing  the  Frecdotn  of  Parliaments,  by  limit- 
^I'c^rl^f^     ^^-g  ^*^  Number   of  Officers   in   the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and 
Leave  was  accordingly  given,  and  Mr  Sandys,  Mr  Greenville, 
Mr  Gore,   and  Mr   Howe,    were  ordered    to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

Feb.  26.  The  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  farther  Hearing  of 
.'''.T;r..^'.S!*.*^E"'    the  Petitions  complaining  of  an  undue  Return  for  the  Coun- 

kflio:-.. tv  of  York,  and  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioner  Sir  Rowland 

Winn,  Bart,  and  the  other  Petitioners,  having  propofed,  in 
order  to  difqualify  John  Maken,  who  voted  for  Sir  Miles 
Stapylton  at  the  faid  Eledlion,  and  then  fwore  that  he  was  a 
Freeholder,  to  prove  by  Parol-Evidence,  that  he  had  no 
Freehold  at  the  Time  of  the  faid  Eledlion,  in  the  Place 
where  he  then  fwore  that  his  Freehold  did  lie  :  The  admit- 
ting of  fuch  Evidence  was  objedled  td'by  the  Counfel  for  the 
fitting  Member,  who  alledged,  that  no  Man's  Parol-Evidence 
could  be  admitted,  or  received  as  any  Proof,  againfi  the  Af- 
fidavit of  another  Man  ;  and  the  Counfel  on  both  Sides  be- 
in^  heard  upon  this  Objedtion,  and  fevcr.il  Journals  relating 
to  it  re  :.!,  tiie  follov/ing  Quellion  was  propofed,  viz.  '  Tiiat 
the  Cou:ifel  for  the  Petitioners  be  admitted  to  give  Parol- 
Evidence,  as  to  a  Perfon  being  no  Freeholder  at  the  Time 
of  the  Election,  who  fwore  himfelf  then  to  be  a  Frce- 
iioldei? 

This 
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This  Motion   likewife  occafioned  a  long  Debate,  but  at  Ann09Gen.11. 
lad  the  Queition  being  put,  it  was  carried  iii  the  Affirmative  ^^^'-li^'Jl''  _j 
by  206  againft  152  ;  after  which  the  farther  Hearing  of  the 
Matters   of  the  faid  Petitions  was  adjourned  to  the   2d  of 
March. 

Feb.  27.  The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee, to  confider  farther  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raifmg  the  Sup- 
ply granted  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  Surplufles  Hated  at  Lady- 
Day  and  Michaelmas  having  been  referred   to  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, a  Motion  was  made,  That  towards  raifmg  the  Sup- 
ply granted  to  his  Majefty,  his   Majefty  be  enabled  to  bor- 
row  any  Sam  or  Sums  of  Money  not  e.xceeding  600,000  1.   °'="^I;.°",^of,2; 
at  an  Jntereft  not  exceeding  3  1.  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  by  Loans  the  King  t^  uS" 
to  be  charged  upon  the  Surplufles,  Exccfles,  or  overplus  Mo-  ^■^x'f^Tl^Z^  ^' 
nies  commonly  called  the  Sinking  Fund,  redeemable  by  Par-  ?^2';^fu"''''^'^ 
liament. 

Upon  this  Motion  there  was  a  Debate,  in  which  the  Cour- 
tiers urged,  The  Neceflity  of  raifmg,  fome  Way  or  other, 
the  Supplies  voted  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year  ;  the 
Impoflibility  that  there  was  of  raifmg  them  any  other  Way, 
but  by  throwing  the  Burden  upon  the  landed  Litereft,  which 
would  be  the  more  unreafonable,  becaufe  that  Intereft  had 
been  for  many  Years  overloaded,  and  obliged  to  contribute 
much  more  than  their  proportional  Share  towards  the  an- 
nual publick  Expence  ;  the  abfolute  uncontroulable  Right 
the  Parliament  had  to  difpofe  of  the  Sinking  Fund  yearly 
to  fuch  Purpofes,  as  they  fhould  think  moft  for  the  Benefit 
cf  the  Nation  in  general  ;  the  Inconvenience  of  paving  cff 
too  much  of  the  publick  Debt  at  once  ;  the  Unwillingnefs 
of  the  publick  Creditors  to  receive  their  Money  ;  and  the 
fmall  Luereft  the  Nation  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  what 
Money  was  neceffary  to  be  borrowed  upon  the  Credit  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.' 

To  this  it  was  anfvvered,  '  That  the  Supplies,  necelTiry 
for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year,  might  have  been  greatly 
reduced,  if  fome  Gentlemen  had  thought  fit ;  in  which  Cafe 
they  would  not  have  been  obliged  either  to  throw  an  addi- 
tional Burden  on  the  landed  Intereft,  or  to  incroach  upon 
that  Fund,  which  had  always,  till  of  late  Years,  been  deem- 
ed facred  to  the  Payment  of  cur  publick  Debts :  That  if 
Words  in  an  Act  of  Parli>MP.ent  could  appropriate  any  Sum 
to  a  particular  Ufe,  tne  Sinking  Fund  v.'as  O'-iginally  appro- 
priated, in  the  moft  exprefs  Terms,  to  the  Payment  of  the 
publick  Debi^s  contracted  before  the  Year  1716;  and  tlie 
only  Power  that  was  left  to  future  i-^arliamcnt;-,  by  its  c;rl- 
j^'inal  Conftitution,  was  t'l  difpofe  of  it  to  the  payment  <'A 
\\-z\\  cf  thofe  Debts,  aj  li!r)u]J  at  t!ie  'i'i.r.'.-  be  thcj^iit 
■.\'>ii:  i.eci'ffi.ry   to  be  paid   cif  :   'J'iiai  it  would   be  iiappy    for 
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■'^"'J"^9;^^'''- 1'  the  Nation,  if  they  could  pay  ofF all  their  publick  Debts  at 
once  :  That  the  Unwillingnefs  ot  the  pablick  Creditors  to 
receive  their  Money  was  a  certain  Sign  of  their  ha^'ing  an 
advantageous  Bargain  ;  and  was  therefore  a  Demonftration, 
that  it  was  the  Intereft  of  the  Publick  to  pay  them  off  as  faft 
as  poflible  :  And  that,  tho'  they  might  perhaps  be  able  to 
borrow  the  Sum  then  propofed  at  3  1.  per  Cent,  yet  even 
at  that  Rate,  it  was  adding  to  the  future  yearly  Expence  of 
the  Nation  a  Sum  of  1  8,000  I.  per  Ann.  for  ever  ;  v^hich, 
the'  perhaps  a  fmall  Sum  in  the  Eyes  of  Gentlemen  who 
dealt  in  Millions,  was  however  a  Sum,  that  might  thereaf- 
ter be  greatly  wanted  for  the  current  Service  of  fome  fuc- 
ceeding  Year  :  That  confidering  the  great  Expence  we  had 
been  at  in  the  then  current  Year,  and  the  great  Expence  we 
were  like  to  be  put  to  in  the  next,  for  the  Defence  of  a  Fo- 
reign Nation,  they  were  furprized  to  find  that  no  Subfidy 
had  been  received,  nor  any  Sum  like  to  be  brought,  at 
leall  to  the  publick  Account,  for  anfvvering  the  Expence  we 
had  been,  or  were  like  to  be  at  on  that  Occafion  :  That  we 
found  by  Experience,  no  Nation  Vk'ould  fo  much  as  promiie 
us  any  Ailittance,  without  our  granting  them  a  large  annual 
Subfidy,  to  commence  as  foon  as  the  Promiie  was  liiade,  and 
to  be  paid,  tho'  no  fuch  Affiilance  Ihould  ever  be  wanted  : 
That  even  when  fome  of  our  Allies  had,  for  very  valuable 
Confideraticn;,  engaged  to  affiii:  us  at  their  own  Expence, 
yet  when  that  Affiilance  was  requiicd,  tliey  had  always  found 
Pretences  for  not  complying,  'till  we  cn<Taged  to  defray  any 
Expence  they  fhould  be  put  to  upon  that  Account  :  That 
it  was  certainly  our  Intereil  to  protcft  our  Allies,  and  to 
prevent  any  one  of  our  Neighbours  gro  ving  too  powerful  by 
conquering  another  ;  but  if  we  always  I'hewed  ourfeives  rea- 
dy to  protcd  the  weakell:  Side  at  cur  own  Expence,  every 
one  would  lind  Pretences  for  throwing  all  the  Burden  upon 
cur  Shoulders,  by  which  IVlanagement  we  mjH  neceflarily 
at  laft  become  the  weakeic  of  all  our  Neighbours ;  and 
having  thus  fpent  our  whole  Force,  and  thrown  away  ail 
cur  Money  in  the  protecling  of  others,  we  fhould  at  lalt  have 
nothing  left  w  herevvitaal  to  prot  d  or  fupport  ourfeives.'' 

To  this  it  was  replied  pg'un,  '  7'iiar  we  had  given  no 
AfTiftance,  nor  had  lately  put  ourfeives  to  any  Expence  in  the 
Defence  of  any  Nation,  but  what  we  were  obliged  to,  not 
only  Lv  t!ie  molt  foleinn  Trcjtit's,  but  ev;Mi  fcr  the  Sake  of 
c'ir  own  Fificrvacion  :  That  v.-ith  r"-^.':rd  ro  the  Nation  fup- 
pofcd  to  be  meant  \_Poridial'\  it  w.: 3  very  wcl!  I'.nown,  that 
we  v/crc  as  much  inrcrelrcd  in  the  iJefence  a;-.d  Prefervntion 
of  that  Nation  as  of  any  ether  ;  and  it  was  likcvir..'  known, 
th:a  we  were  far  from  being  at  all  the  Rxpe;)cc,  for  th.\t  Nation 
Kic;;"  had  been   a",  a  vcy  gi-Tai  EvpLr/::  in  ■  r.vidii.g  for  its 

own 
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own  Defence,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  Money   laid  out  in   Anno  g.  Geo.  ii. 

that  Provifion  had  been  brought  to  this  Kingdom  :    That  as  .      ^21^^^ 

that  Aftdir  was  then  upon  the  Anvil,  it  could  not  at  this  Time 

be  folly  explained,  but  a  Time  would  come  when  it  might; 

and  when  that  Time  did  come,   the  Houfe  might  then,  if 

they  thought  fit,  inquire  into  it ;    upon  which  Occafion  the 

Neceflicy,  the  Jullice,  and  the  Wifdom  of  our  prefent  Con- 

dudl  would,  they  believed,  be  eafily  explained  to  the  Satif- 

faclion  of  almoll  every    Gentleman,  who  might  then  iiave 

the  Honour  of  being  a  Member  of  that  Houfe.' 

Then  the  Quellion  being  put  for  agreeing  to  the  Mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  without  a  Di- 
vifion. 

March  2.  The  Houfe  having  re-alTum'd  the  Hearine  of  F.-rtiier  Debate  on 
the  Petitions  relating  to  an  unoue  tleciio.i  tor  the  County  of  "on- 
York,  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioners  examined  Jofhua  Wil- 
fon,  in  order  to  difqualify  the  above-mentioned  John  Maken, 
as  having  had  no  Freehold,  at  the  Time  of  the  faid  Eleftion, 
in  the  Place  where  he  then  fwore  that  his  Freehold  did  lie  ; 
and  the  faid  Wilfon  beginning  to  give  Evidence  of  that  Dif- 
qualification,  by  relating  the  Confeffion  of  the  faid  John 
Maken,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  Counfel  for  the  fitting 
IV'^eniber,  who  faid,  That  as  the  Houfe  would  not  admit  of  a 
Man's  Confeifion,  even  before  them,  as  an  Evidei;ce  againll 
v/hat  he  had  Avore  at  the  Time  of  an  Eledion,  they  would 
not  furely  admit  of  a  Man's  private  Confeffion  to  a  Neigh- 
bour in  the  Countiy,  as  an  Evidence  againft  what  he  had 
f-AOre  ar  the  Time  of  an  Election.  Upon  tliis  the  Counfel 
of  both  SiJes  were  heard,  and  ieveral  Journals  read,  parti- 
cularly the  Refolution  of  that  Houfe  of  the  12th  of  Feb. 
then  laft,  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Eleilion  of  the  Borough  of 
Southwark,  againft  admitting  the  Petitioner's  Counfel  to  ex- 
amine Thomas  Gaman,  in  Contradidion  to  his  Oath  at  that 
Election  :  And  then  the  following  Queftion  was  propofed, 
viz.  '  That  the  Counsel  for  the  Petitioners  be  admitted  to 
give  Evidence,  as  to  Vvhat  a  Voter  confefled  of  his  having 
no  Freehold,  who  at  the  Time  of  the  Election  fwore  he 
had.'  Upon  this  Motion  there  was  alfo  a  Debate ;  but 
upon  the  Queition's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Afir- 
mative  by  181  to  132. 

After  this  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioners  proceeded  t<>  exa- 
mine the  faid  Wili'cn  and  feveial  other  VViiiicifes,  in  crdcr 
to  difqualify  fevera)  other  Pcrfons,  wlio  v"';:'d  for  the  iaii 
fitting  Member  at  the  faid  Eicftion  ;  and  iuivi.ng  ut^un  to 
examine  ;i  Witncl^,  in  order  to  difqualily  on^'  of  ri;oic  i'er- 
fons,  tu  V.  hem  til!,  i'utiticr.c::,  in  the  Lil  >  by  .yicin  dv^h- 
V'.r'd,  puiliiant  to  ij;i;  Order  cf  th'j  Ho.-ic  of  t^;e  lOthcf 
j^inuary  lull,   Lad  obi;rltd,  that  liC  v-';i:  rw.  ■;&nl:'J.   re.  iiad 

'J. 
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Anno  9-  Ceo.  II.  a  Frcchold  of  40  s. /)A'- -f^w/.  in  the  Place,  where,  at  the 
,'— ll^.j  Time  of  the  faid  Eledlion,  he  fwore  that  his  Freehold  did 
^^"^  lie  .  -jnj  it;  appearing  that  the  Evidence,  which  the  Wit- 
nefs  gave,  tended  to  prove  that  fuch  Perfon  had  no  Freehold 
at  all  there,  he  was  interrupted  in  his  Evidence  by  the  Coun- 
fel  for  the  fitting  MemlDcr,  who  faid,  That  by  the  faid  Order, 
Petitioners  were  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  fitting  Members 
Lifts  of  the  Perfons  intended  by  the  Petitioners  to  be  objefted 
to,  who  voted  for  the  fitting  Members,  giving  in  the  faid 
Lifts  the  feveral  Heads  of  Objedlion,  and  diftinguilhing  the 
fame  againft  the  Names  of  the  Voters  ex'cepted  to  :  That  as 
the  Petitioners  had  not  objedted  to  this  Perfon  that  he  had 
no  P'reehold  at  all,  but  only  that  he  had  not  a  Freehold  of 
40  s.  a  Year,  where,  at  the  Time  of  the  faid  Eledtion,  he 
fwore  that  his  Freehold  did  lie  ;  therefore  no  Evidence  was 
to  be  admitted  for  proving  that  he  had  no  Freehold  at  all. 
The  Counfel  of  both  Sides  being  heard  upon  this  Objeftion, 
after  fome  Debate,  the  Queftion  was  put,  and  carried.  That 
the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioners  be  admitted  to  give  Evidence 
ks  to  a  Perfon's  having  no  Freehold  at  all,  to  whom  the  Pe- 
titioners had  objected,  in  their  Lift  of  Objeftions.^  that  fuch 
Perfon  had  not  a  Freehold  cf  40  s.  per  Antiutn.  Then  the 
farther  Hearing  of  this  Affair  was  adjourned  to  the  4th  In- 
ftant. 
.\  r:!>io!ir' the  Thc  famc  Day  a  Petition  of  the  Quakers  was  preien ted 
*^u;TVtf,T;itoTt'^  the  Ho.;fe,  and  read,  fetting  forth,  '  That  notwithftand- 
ing  the  feveral  Acls  of  Parliament  made  for  the  more  ealy 
Recovery  of  Tithe.=,  Church-Rates,  Oblations,  and  other 
Ecclefiaftical  Dues,  in  a  fummary  Way,  by  Warrant  from 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  ;  yet  as  the  faid  People  confcientiouHy 
refafed  the  Payment  thereof,  they  were  not  only  liable  to, 
but  many  of  them  had  undergone  grievous  Sufferings  by  Pro- 
fecntion  in  the  Exchequer,  Eccleiialtical,  and  other  Courts, 
to  the  Imprifonment  of  their  Perfonr-,  and  the  Lnpovenfn- 
ing  and  Ruin  of  them  and  their  Families,  for  fuch  fmall 
Sums  as  were  recoverable  by  thofe  Ads  ;  and  therefore  pray- 
ing, that  the  Kouie  would  be  pleafed  to  take  the  Premifes 
into  Confideration,  and  afford  them  fuch  Relief  therein,  as 
■-',  t;  r '^r:;.:r.'.  i.i  to  the  Houfe  ihould  fccm  meet,  iieretipon  it  was  order'd, 
31.. 0..:  ^i).  j-^_-.j  Leave  be  given  ro  brinf^  m  a  Bill  to  amend,  and  render 

mere  effectual  the  Laws  tiien  in  being,  for  the  more  ^■.x{y 
]\ecovery  of  Tithes,  Church-Rates,  Oulations,  and  other 
J''cckhaitical  Dues  from,  the  Peo;-ie  called  Quakers,  and  that 
Mr  "*  Gl-d!.vilic,  Sir  William  f  Yongc,  Mr  Henry  Archer, 
:.nd  Mr  Hnmpden,  fhould  picpare  and  uiing  in  tht  fune. 
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March  S.  The  Houfe   being  in  a   Grand  Commitcce  oh   Anno  9  ceo.  iii 
the  Supply,  Sir  Jofeph  JekyJl  mpv'd  to  refolve,  That  for  all  ;—.-—>/--— J 
Spirituous  Liquors,  which  any  Retailer  thereof  fliould,  from  ^ir  j.  jci.yii'sMo- 
and  after  ^he  24th  Dny  of  June,  1736,  be  poflefled  of,  there  ^i  ;«■' gIuuii "o 
fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majelly  a  Duty  of  twenty  Shillings  ['uo'^lli^aors!''"'' 
per  Gallon  :   But  this  was  oppos'd  by  feveral  Members,  who 
thought  the  laying  on  fo  high   a  Duty  was  in  fome  iVleafure 
a  Prohibition  :    And  upon  this   Occafion  Mr  William  Pui- 
teney  ilood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
Sir, 

'  I  believe  it  will  be  admitted  by  every  Gentleman,  that  the  mi  Pu:tene>'s 
conftant  and  exceffive  Ufe  of  fpirituous  Liquors  among  the  M^i^n."" ''"''  '^"^ 
inferior  Rank  of  our  People,  is  a  Pradice  which  has  of  late 
Years  grown  to  a  moniProus  Height,  and  it  will  be  as  ge- 
nerally and  as  readily  admitted,  that  this  Pradice  is  dange- 
rous and  mifchievous  to  the  Heakli,  Strength,  Peace,  and 
Morals  of  the  People  ;  and  that  it  tends  greatly  to  diminiifi- 
ing  the  Labour  and  Induftry  of  his  Majelly's  Subjects ;  there- 
fore I  believe  we  (hall  all  agree  in  this,  that  loine  Method 
ought  to  be  taken  for  putting  a  Stop  to  this  Praclice  ;  but 
whether  it  be  neceflary  for  this  End,  to  lay  a  total  Prohi- 
bition upon  the  Retail  of  fuch  Liquors,  is  a  QLieilion  that 
will,  in  my  Opinion,  admit  of  fome  Doubt,  nvl  (icicrves 
our  moll  ferious  Coniideration,  becaufe  of  the  many  bad 
Confequenccs  with  which  fuch  a  Prohibition  muil  certainly 
be  attended. 

*  Let  us  confider,  Sir,  that  the  Diitiilifig  Trade  is  a  Bu- 
fmcfs  which  has  been  carried  on  by  Royal  Authority  for 
about  an  hundred  Years,  and  that  it  has  been  not  only  higldy 
approved,  but  very  much  encouraged  by  feveral  Acts  of 
Parliament  pafied  lince  the  Revolution.  Under  fuch  pub- 
lick,  fuch  great,  and  fuch  iblemn  Sanftioiis,  what  Pericn 
in  the  Kingdom  could  imagine  that  the  I'radc  was  in  nftlf 
pernicious,  or  that  it  was  inconfllent  with  tiie  LlealtJi  and 
Welfare  of  the  People  ;  no  Man  could  :  And  accordingly 
great  Numbers  of  his  Majcfty's  Subjects,  cfpccii-Llly  within 
thefe  lull  forty  Years,  have  betaken  ihemfelves  to  this  Ba- 
finels,  and  have  employed  all  the  fsloncy  tl;ey  were  rviailers 
of  in  providing  Materials  proper  for  tiie  BufmciS.  And  far- 
ther. Sir,  as  the  diitilling  of  fuch  Spirits  has  met  with  greac 
Encouragement  from  the  Legiflatuie  for  m.any  Years  palt,  lb 
likevvife  the  Retail  of  them  hath  been  fo  much  encouraged, 
or  at  leall  connived  at,  and  tncre  is  not  3iovv  an  Inn,  ao 
Aiehoufe,  or  a  LofFeehoufc  in  tiie  kingdorn,  but  wa.;C 
owes  a  great  Part  of  its  Profits  to  the  Rtta-l  of  ll;..h  Li- 
quors :  By  which  Means  there  are  now  iv\c\\  rvi'.dtitiid,'-- 
of  Families  in  the  Kingdom  wiio  owe  ll^eir  ci::,;,  if  r^^;t: 
their    only  Support   to    the   dltiilr  ,g,     tr   to    the   rs.v,{\\\v,'y 
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Anno  9  f^co.  II.  fych  Liquofs,  that  they  very  well  deferve  the  Care  and  the 
■  Confideration  of  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  only 
Complaint  now  before  us,  Sir,  is  againft  the  conftant  and 
exceffive  Ufe  of  fpirituous  Liquors  among  Perfons  of  infe- 
rior Rank  :  There  is  no  Complaint  againft  the  Liquors 
themfelves,  nor  was  it  ever  faid  that  a  moderate  Ufe  of 
any  fort  of  fuch  Liquors  was  hurtful ;  nay,  it  will  be  grant- 
ed, I  believe,  that  the  moderate  Life  of  them  is  upon  many 
Occafions  convenient,  if  not  neceflary  ;  fo  that  by  a  total 
Prohibition  of  fach  Liquors  by  Retail  we  feem  to  be  carry- 
ing the  Remedy  much  farther  than  the  Difeafe,  even  with 
refpeft  to  our  home-made  Spirits.  But  with  refpeft  to  Rum, 
I  am  fure  there  never  was  any  Complaint  againft  the  conftant 
and  exceffive  Ufe  of  that  Liquor  among  Perfons  of  inferior 
Rank  ;  therefore  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  for  putting  a  Stop 
to  the  Retail  of  that  Liquor  ;  and  when  we  conlider  the 
prefent  low  and  diftreffed  Condition  of  our  Sugar-Colonies, 
and  that  they  are  now  chiefly  fupported  by  the  Sale  of  their 
Rum,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  put  almoft  an  intire  Stop  to 
the  Confumption  of  that  Liquor,  without  fome  very  ftrong 
and  very  urgent  Reafons  for  fo  doing. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  I  hope  no  Gentleman  will 
fuppofe  or  imagiae,  that  I  am  arguing  againft  our  taking 
fome  Method  for  putting  a  Stop  to  the  conftant  and  ex- 
ceffive Ufe  of  fuch  Liquors  amongft  Perfons  of  inferior 
Rank.  No,  Sir,  I  fnall  readily  and  willingly  agree  to  any 
proper  Method  for  that  Purpofe  ;  but  I  muft  declare  that 
my  Concern  is  fo  great  for  the  Multitudes  of  Families  both 
in  this  Ifland  and  in  the  Weft-Indies,  who  now  owe  their 
chief  Support  to  the  making  and  vending  of  fuch  Liquors, 
that  I  cannot  give  my  Confent  to  any  Regulation  which 
will  turn  them  entirely,  and  at  once,  out  of  the  Bufmefs  to 
which  they  at  prefent  owe  their  chief  Support  ;  efpecialiy, 
as  I  am  convinced  the  Difeafe  we  have  under  our  Confide- 
ration does  not  any  Ways  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  a  defperate 
Cure  :  And  I  have  likewiie  fo  great  a  Regard  for  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  illuftrioas  Family,  and  for  the  Peace  and  Quiet 
of  this  Kingdom,  that  I  cannot  give  my  Confent  to  a  Re- 
gulation which  I  forefee  will  raife  great  Difaffeiition  to  the 
prefent  Government,  and  may  produce  fuch  Riots  and  Tu- 
mults, as  may  endanger  our  prefent  Eftablifhment,  or  at 
]e?.ft  fuch  as  cannot  be  quelled  without  fpilling  the  Blood  of 
many  of  his  Majeily's  once  fnithful  Subjects,  and  putting  an 
End  to  the  Liberties  o^  the  People.  It  is  a  dangerous,  it 
is.  Sir,  a  terrible  Thing,  to  reduce  many  thoufands  of  Fa- 
milies at  once  to  a  State  ot  Defpair,  which  will  be  the  cer- 
tain Confequence  of  laying  fuch  high  DudvS  upon  the  Re- 
tail 
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tail  of  fpirituous  Liquors  as  will  amount  to  a  total  Prohi- 
bition. 

*  The  conftant  and  exceffive  Ufe  of  fpirituous  Liquors,  a- 
mongft  the  inferior  Rank  of  our  People,  is  the  only  Com- 
plaint now  properly  before  us,  and  as  it  is  evident  that  this 
Gr  cvance  proceeds  entirely  from  the  low  Price  of  our  home- 
made fpirituous  L'quors,  it  is  certain  that  a  Duty  upon  all 
fuch,  perhaps  lefs  than  that  which  was  impofed  by  the  late 
Aft  againfl  Geneva,  would  prevent  the  conftant  and  excef- 
five Ufe  of  l^uch  Liquors  amongft  the  inferior  Rank  of  our 
People  :  This,  Sir,  I  think  is  evident  from  the  EfFedl  of 
thofe  high  Duties  which  are  laid  upon  Brandy  and  Rum ; 
for  it  is  certain  that  Brandy  and  Rum  are  more  coveted 
by  the  Vulgar,  and  may  eafily  be  made  more  palatable 
than  any  fort  of  home-made  Spirit  ;  yet  we  have  never 
heard  of  great  Complaints  made  againft  the  conllant  and 
exceffive  Ufe  of  Brandy  or  Rum  among  Perfons  of  inferior 
Rank  ;  the  Reafon  of  which  certainly  is,  becaufe  the  Du- 
ties upon  thefe  Liquors  have  raifed  the  Price  fo  high,  that 
the  lower  fort  of  People  cannot  afford  to  make  a  conftant 
an:  exceffive  Ufe  of  them  ;  and  therefore  it  is  plain,  that  if 
the  Price  of  all  home-made  Spirits  were,  by  a  Duty  to  be 
laid  upon  them,  made  as  high  as  the  Price  of  Rum  is  at 
prefen;,  it  would  prevent  the  conftant  and  exceflive  Ufe  of 
them  among  the  Vulgar. 

'  It  cannot  be  faid.  Sir,  that  nothing  but  a  total  Prohibi- 
tion can  be  an  effeftual  Remedy  againft  the  Evil  complained 
of,  becaufe  we  all  know  that  the  late  Aft  againft  Geneva 
was  efteftual  fo  far  as  it  went :  It  was  made,  we  know,  to 
extend  only  to  Compound  Spirits,  and  with  refpeft  to 
them  it  was  an  effeftual  Remedy,  for  it  put  an  entire  Stop 
to  the  conftant  and  exceffive  Ufe  of  fuch  Spirits  amongft 
thofe  of  inferior  Rank  ;  but  fome  of  the  Diftillers  imme- 
diately began  to  make  a  fort  of  plain  Spirit,  which,  I  be- 
lieve, in  Derifion  of  the  Aft,  they  called  Parliament  Brandy, 
and  this  the  Common  People  made  as  conftant  and  as  excef- 
five an  Ufe  of,  as  they  had  before  done  of  Compound  Spi- 
rits :  This  was  the  Cafe  of  that  Aft,  and  if  it  had  been 
amended,  and  made  to  extend  to  all  home-made  Spirits,  iu- 
ftead  of  being  repealed,  there  would  never  have  been  Occa- 
fion  for  any  fuch  Complaint  as  that  we  have  now  before 
us :  How  it  comes  to  be  repealed,  I  ftiall  not  now  take  upon 
me  to  explain  ;  but  upon  rccollefting  what  was  the  Effeft 
of  that  Aft,  I  think  we  need  not  give  ourfelves  any  great 
Trouble  in  fearching  after  a  Remedy  for  the  Difeafe  now 
complained  of:  Let  us  but  revive  that  Aft,  extend  it  to  all 
home-made  Spirits,  and  add  fome  Claufes  for  preventing  any 
U  2  Perfon'i 
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Anno  9.  Gen.  II.   Perfon's  felling  fpirituous  Liquors  without  a  Licence,   and  I 
J^"^- "    J  am  convinced  vhe  llemedy  will  be  found   to  beeffeftual. 

'  But  admitting  that  nothing  but  a  total  Prohibition  will 
do  ;  yet,  for  God's  Sake,  Sir,  let  us  have  fome  Regard  to  the 
many  poor  Families  that  are  now  fupported  by  the  diftiUing 
and  vending  of  ipirituous  Liquors  :  Do  not  let  us,  for  God's 
Sake,  turn  tlicm  all  at  once  out  of  their  Livelyhood  :  Let  us 
confider  how  difficult  it  is  for  a  Man  who  has  been  bred  up 
to,  and  long  cxercifed  one  fort  of  Bufniefs,  to  turn  himfelf 
all  at  once  to  another,  by  which  he  may  fupport  his  Fa- 
mily :  Let  us  confider  what  a  Lofs  he  mull  fullain  by  the 
Sale  of  thofe  Utenfils  he  had  occafion  for  in  his  former 
Way  of  Bafinefs  ;  The  Difficulty  muft  upon  all  Occafions 
be  great,  the  Lofs  muft  he  confiderable  ;  but  by  turning  fuch 
Multitudes  adrift  at  once,  we  fiiall  make  the  Difficulty  in- 
furmountable,  and  the  Lofs  irreparable  ;  for  there  will  be 
fuch  Numbers  brought  at  once  to  look  out  for  new  Eniploy- 
ments,  that  it  will  make  it  impoffible  for  any  one  of  them 
to  fucceed  ;  and  there  will  be  fuch  a  large  Quantity  of  a 
certain  Sort  of  Materials  brought  at  once  to  the  Market,  that 
none  of  them  will  bear  any  Price.  In  Ihori:,  Sir,  the  Difficul- 
ties and  Diftreiit;;  which  many  poor  Families  mult  be  diove 
to,  raife  in  me  the  moic  melancholy  Refltftions,  and  they 
muft  raife  in  ths  Breaft  of  every  Man  that  hears  me,  the  moil 
compiffionate  Concern  ;  therefore,  if  it  be  thought  abfolutely 
necefiary  to  lay  on  fuch  Duties  as  will  amount  to  a  Prohibi- 
tion, I  hope  they  will  not  be  laid  on  all  at  once  :  We  may  now 
lay  on  a  fmall  Duty  upon  all  forts  of  Spirits  fold  by  Re- 
tail, and  a  fmall  Duty  upon  Licences  for  idling  by  Retail  ; 
we  may  increafe  thofe  Duties  the  next  Seffion,  and  we  may 
go  on  increafmg  yearly,  till  they  be  at  laft  brought  up  fo  high 
as  to  amount  to  a  Prohibition  :  By  this  Method  People  will 
have  time  to  look  about  them,  and  will  get  out  of  the  Trade 
by  Degrees  ;  which  will  make  it  the  lefs  hurtful  to  every 
particular  Man,  and  the  more  eafy  for  him  to  fix  himfelf  in 
fbme  new  Way  of  Bafinefs,  by  which  he  may  be  able  to 
fupport  his  Family. 

^  I  have  often  heard.  Sir,  of  Sumptuary  Laws,  by  which 
certain  Sorts  of  Apparel,  or  i-ather  Decorations,  have  been 
forbid  to  be  worn  by  Perfons  of  inftrior  Rank  ;  but  1  never 
yet  heard  of  a  Sumptuary  Law,  by  which  any  Sort  of  Vic- 
tuals or  Drink  were  forbid  to  be  made  ufe  of  by  Perfons  of 
a  low  Degree  ;  yet  this  is,  as  it  appears  to  me,  what  fcems 
to  be  now  ir.tciided  :  We  are  abfolutely  to  forbid  the  Ufe  of 
Spiri;uoi;s  Liquors  to  all  thofe,  who  are  not  able  to  purchafe 
a  certain  Number  of  Gallons  at  a  Time  :  A  poor  Journeyman 
or  Labourer  ihali  not  have  a  Dram,  fhall  not  have  a  Glafs  of 
Punch,   unlefo  he  can  fpare  {0  lay  out  eight  or  ten  Shillings  at 

a  Time, 
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a  Time,  which  I  am  fure  two  Thirds  of  our  People  cannot  Anno  9,  Geo.  11. 
well  fpare  to  do  :  Whereas,  if  a  Man  is  rich  enough  to  lay  *'"^  ' 
out  eight  or  ten  Shillings  at' a  Time,  or  profligate  enough  to 
pawn  his  Coat,  in  order  to  raii'e  the  Money,  he  may  drink 
as  much,  he  may  commit  as  many  Debauches  in  that  Liquor 
as  he  pleaies  ;  the  Law,  contrived  by  the  Wifdom  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  Legiflature  againil  the  exceflive  Drinicing  of  Spirits,  Ihall 
put  no  Rdtraint  upon  any  fuch  Man  :  If  Spirituous  Liquors, 
even  when  taken  in  the  moft  moderate  Way,  are  of  fuch  a 
pernicious  Nature,  that  they  ought  never  to  be  tailed  with- 
out the  Advice  and  Prefcription  of  a  Phyfician,  we  ought 
to  take  Care  of  the  Rich  as  well  as  of  the  Poor,  by  put- 
ting it  oat  of  the  Power  of  tlie  former,  as  well  as  of  the 
latter,  to  taile  the  bewitching  Cup  without  fuch  Advice  and 
Prefcription  j  but  if  the  moderate  Vfe  of  luch  Liquors  be  n£> 
way  lurtful,  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  for  our  making  any  invi- 
dious Dillinftion  between  the  Poor  and  the  Rich  ;  let  us 
leave  the  moderate  Ufe  of  fuch  Liquors  to  all,  and  take  all 
proper  Methods  for  preventing  their  being  immoderately 
ufed  by  any.  This,  I  think,  Sir,  may  be  done  by  a  much 
lower  Duty  than  that  now  propofed,  and  therefore,  tho'  I 
have  as  great  a  Regard  for  the  Health  and  the  Morals  of  the 
People,  as  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  ;  yet  I  cannot  but 
be  againlt  the  Motion  now  made  to  you,  becaufe  of  the 
terrible  Confequences  with  which  it  muil;  neceffarily  be  at- 
tended.' 

In  anfvver  to  the  above  Speech  of  Mr  Pulteney's  it  was  Arguments  in  Bc- 
urg'd,  '  That  no  fort  of  diftilled  Spirituous  Liquor  was  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  Support  of  Natuie  ;  that  fuch  Li' 
quor:  were  at  iirll  ufed  only  hy  Phyficians,  in  fome  danger- 
ous Dirtempers,  and  were  never  difpenfed  but  in  imall 
Quantities ;  but  when  fsch  Liquors  were  to  be  met  with 
at  every  Corner,  and  People  left  at  Liberty  to  take  as  much 
of  them  as  they  pleafed,  few  could  keep  themfelves  within 
any  Bounds,  becaufe  a  fmall  Quantity  deprived  them  of 
their  Reafon,  and  the  Companions  they  ufually  met  with 
at  fuch  Place?,  encouraged  them  to  drink  to  Excels :  That 
it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  this  Excefs,  without  diminiHiing 
the  Number  of  -Retailers  of  fuch  Liquors,  and  raifing  the 
Price  fo  high,  as  to  put  them  out  of  the  Reach  of  Per- 
fons  of  inferior  Rank,  who  were  the  only  Sort  of  People 
apt  to  make  a  Cuflom  of  getting  drunk  with  fuch  Liquor  ; 
for  that  very  few  of  the  better  Sort  had  ever  been  found  to 
commit  freqaent  Debauches  in  fuch  Liquors  ;  and  even 
with  refpeft  to  them,  by  putting  it  out  of  their  Power  to 
meet  with  fuch  Liquors  at  a  cheap  Rate  in  any  Place  of 
publick  Refort,  the  Temptations  which  might  arife  from 
promifcuous  Con-panj',  would  be  entirely  taken  a-vny,  and 

very 
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Aimog.  Hen.  11.  vcry  fcw  PcrfoTis  wcrc  (6  ridiculoufly  abandoned  as  to  get 
drunk  by  themfelvos. 

*  That  they  were  very  fenfible  of  the  DifRcuIties  to  which 
great  Numbers  of  his  iVTajelly's  Sabjefts  would  be  reduc'd 
by  the  Duties  to  be  laid  upon  the  Retail  of  fuch  Liquors ; 
but  the  Interell:  of  every  particular  Man  muft  give  way  to 
the  general  Intereft  ;  and  where  tlie  Prefervation  of  the  So- 
ciety was  (o  effentially  concerned,  the  Prejudice  of  feme  few 
particular  Perfons  was  not  to  be  regarded.  However,  that 
all  poffible  Care  would  be  taken  of  thofe  that  might  fulFer 
by  the  Duties  to  be  laid  upon  the  Retail  of  Spirituous  Li- 
quors, in  order  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  fall  upon 
fome  other  Way  of  fupporting  their  Families  ;  and  as  every 
one  would  be  convinced  that  their  being  turned  out  of  their 
prefent  Way  of  fupporting  them,  was  neceffary  for  tlie  pub- 
lick  Good,  it  was  to  be  prefumed  that  every  Man  would 
willingly  fubmit  to  fuch  a  Regulation  ;  fo  that  it  could  not 
raife  any  DifafFedlion  to  his  Majeily's  Government. 

'  That  with  refpeft  to  Rum  and  Brandy,  it  was  very  cer- 
tain that  they  likewile  had  been  ofren  drank  to  great  Excefs, 
notwithllanding  the  high  Duties  laid  upon  them,  and  were 
as  pernicious,  both  to  the  Health  and  the  Morals  of  the  Peo- 
ple, as  any  home-made  Spirit  :  That  it  would  be  ridiculous 
to  lay  a  higher  Duty  upon  home-made  Spirits,  which  were 
the  Manufafture  of  the  Subjefts  of  this  Ifland,  than  upon 
Rum  and  Brandy,  efpecially  the  latter  ;  and  that  if  our  Su- 
gar-Iflands  fhould  fuffer  a  little  by  our  leffening  the  Con- 
fumption  of  Rum,  they  could  not  complain,  when  they  con- 
sidered that  it  was  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  their  Mother- 
Country,  the  general  Intereft  of  which  was  always  to  be 
preferred  to  the  particular  Intereft  of  any  Colony  ;  for  if 
any  fort  of  Spirit  fhotild  be  exempted  from  the  Duties  then 
to  be  impofed,  the  Retailers  would  fell  all  Sorts  of  Spirits 
under  that  Denomination,  and  the  Diftiilers  would  compound 
them  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  dif- 
cover  the  Fallacy. 

'  That  they  would  willingly  agree  to  the  Method  pro- 
pofed  by  the  honourable  Gendeman,  of  laying  on  but  a 
fmall  Duty  at  once,  and  raifing  that  Duty  by  Degrees  ;  but 
they  were  very  fure  the  laying  on  a  fmall  Duty  would  not 
be  an  effcclual  Remedy  for  the  Evil  fo  loudly  complained 
of :  And  if  the  Refentnient,  then  in  the  Nation  againft  all 
Sorts  of  diftil'.ed  Spirituous  Liquors,  Ihoald  be  allowed  to 
fijbfide,  they  were  afraid  they  would  never  be  able  to  get 
a  new  A£t  pafted  for  raifing  that  Duty,  becaufe  of  the  Mul- 
titudes of  Pecple  that  would  always  be  engaged,  by  their  own 
private  Intereft,  to  oppofe  the  paffing  of  any  fuch  Law  j 
therefore  they   thought  it  was  abloluceiy  neceffarv'  to  take 

Advantat^ri 
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Advantage  of  prefent  Conjundlure,  to  put  an  effeftual  Stop  Ar.no  9  gco.  11. 
to  a  Pradtice  fo  long,  and  lb  juftly  complained  of  ;   and  for  ,_!jj^^      , 
that  Reafon  they  were  for  agreeing  with  the  Motion.'  The  Motion  fcr 

The    Qbcltion   being   then  put   upon   Sir  Jofeph  JekylPs  lo'f'^  ^^"c'.^.f 
Motion,  the  fame  was  agreed  to  without  any  farther  Debate ;  on  aii  spirituous 
as  was  hkewife  the  following,  viz.  That  from  and  after  the  to"l"TheWranrf 
24th  Day  of  June,   1736,  the  Sum  of  50  1.  yearly  Ihould  SrJ"ho,Tl" 
be  paid  to  his  Majelly,  for  a  Licence,  to  be  taken  out  yearly  aiiKewiiors there- 
by every  Perfon  keeping  a  publick  Brandy-Shop,  a  publick  yearly  fo/a  u- " 
Vidlualling-Houfe,  CofFee-Houfe,  or  Ale-Houfe,  or  being  an  ^'^"^'^' 
Innholder,  who  ftiall  vend,  barter,    or   utter,  any  fuch  Spi- 
rituous Liquors. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  being  about  to  make  a  sir  Robert  wai- 
Report  of  the   two  foregoing  Refolutions   to   the   Houfe,  u^c'^csmmittec"'' 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  flood   up  and  mov'd,  '  That  the  Com-  t'lJ'niakSi''' 
mittee  might  fit  again  before  any  Report  was  made  to  the  v.iiat Defidcn- 

TT/-ir  iT-v-  ri  11-1  n    ■      '^"-■^  -'iiiiiht  h?.ppcn 

JHouie,  becaule  as  the  Duties  propoieu  to  be  laid  upon  bpi-  in  the  c:vi!  un, 
rituous  Liquors  would  certainly  very  much  diminifli  the  Con-  iUu't'ion^'s'^ThiciT 
fumption  of  fuch  Spirits,  it  was  not  to  be  expefted  that  the  ''- h^'^'^'^ '^^ 
Duties  upon   fuch  Spirits  would  produce   fo  much  yearly  as 
they  had  formerly  done  ;  and  as  the  former  Produce  iiood 
appropriated  for  anfwering  certain  Annuities  and  Payments, 
particularly  to  the  Civil  Lift,  it  would   be  neceflary  to  con- 
iidcr  of  Ways  and  Means   to  make  good  the  Deficiencies, 
that  might   happen  by   the   two  Refolutions  they  had  then 
agreed  to  :  Hereupon  the  Committee   agreed  to  fit  again 
upon  that  Affair  before  making  any  Report. 

March  q.  The  Houfe  proceeded  farther  on  the  contelled  The  Houfe  pro- 
Eledlion  for    the  County  of  York,  and  the  Counfel  for  Sir  the  ccuuiL'd  Wc- 
Rowland  Winn     having    propofed    to  difqualify   William  fti','c^"LK?r^oivc, 
Stothard,    who   voted  in  Right  of  a  Freehold  at  Acomb  in  -"7;! /a';'"^ '"''""' 
the  Wapentake  of  Aynfty,  within  the  County  of  the  City  of  have'a  Ri-ht  ;o 
York,  and  having  examin'd  a  Witnefs  concerning  the  Ufage  of '^hc"s;urc% '''^ 
of  voting  for   Freeholds   lying  in  the  faid  Hundred  at  Elec- 
tions  for   the    County  of  York,    the  Counfel   for  Sir  Miles 
Stapylton,    fitting  Member,    were   heard  in  Anfwer  to  the 
Evidence  of  that  Diiqualification.     And  a  Copy  of  tiie  Re- 
cord of  the  Letters  Patent  granted   by   King  Henry   VL  to 
the  Mayor  and  Citizens  of  York  was  read,  reciting  that  the 
Mayor  and  Citizens  were  Ba-ilifFs  of  crd  in  the  Hundred  of 
Aynlty,  and  granting  to  them   nnd   their  Succeflbrs  that  the 
faid  Hundred  or  Wnpontake,  with  the  Appurtenances,  fliould 
be  annexed   and  united  to  the  County  of  the  faid  City,  as 
Parcel  thereof,  excepting  the  Caftlc  of  York  and  its  Dilbid  ; 
and  faving  to  the  Archbifliop,  Dean   and   Chapter  ;    and  ail 
other   Perfons,    all   kind   of   Franchifcs,    Privileges,  c\c.    to 
them  of  right  belonging  :   Hereupon    it   was  rciolved,  'J'h;;t; 
Perfons  whofe  Freeholds  lie  within  f.a.u  l'T.;t  of  the  Cou.;:/ 
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of  the  City  of  York,  which  is  commonly  call'd  the  Aynftjr^ 
have  a  Right  to  Vote  for  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  York. 

A  Petition  of  the  March  \o.  A  Petition  of  the  Druggifts,  and  other  Deal- 
compliiir.ig  of  ers  in  Tea,  was  prefented  to  the  Hoiife,  and  read  ;  fetting 
tio'ilpOTT""'  f^f'th,  '  "J'hat  the  Petitioners  were  induced  to  hope,  that  the 
and  trie  per  icious  Intcrell:  of  the  fair  Trader  in  Tea  would  have  been  eifedu- 
giing."  '  °  ally  fecurcd  by  an  Aft  palled  in  the  loth  Year  of  his  late 
Majelty,  by  which  an  Inland  Duty  of  4  s.  per  Pound  was 
laid  on  all  Tea,  without  Diftinclion  of  Quality  ;  but  not- 
withrtanding  the  Regulations  made  by  that  Aft,  and  the 
many  Penalties  the  Smugglers  of  Tea  and  their  Accomplices 
were  liable  to  by  Law,  the  Petitioners  had  fatally  experien- 
ced, the  clandclline  Importation  of  that  Commodity  was  fo 
far  from  being  prevented,  that  it  was  carried  on  to  fuch  a 
Degree,  that  the  Petitioners  had  the  flrongelt  Realon  to  be- 
lieve, near  one  half  of  the  Tea  confumed  in  this  Kingdom 
paid  no  Duty  ;  and  that  the  very  high  Duty  of  4  s.  per 
Pound,  as  well  as  the  Inequality  of  its  being  laid,  were  the 
principal  Foundations  of  the  pernicious  Praftice  cf  Smug- 
gling, the  coarfer  Sort  bearing  much  too  great  a  Proportion 
of  the  faid  Duty,  and  by  the  Smugglers  bought  Abroad  at 
one  third  of  the  Price  it  wouid  ftand  the  f  lir  Trader  in  at 
Home  ;  and  that  unlefs  feme  Remedy  fhould  be  applied  ef- 
feftually  to  prevent  that  known  Evil,  the  Petitioners  and  all 
fair  Ti-aders  vvould  be  under  extreme  Difficulties  in  carrying 
on  their  Trade,  by  rtafon  of  the  Difadvantagcs  they  were 
under,  from  the  Praftices  of  Smuggling,  as  well  as  from  the 
Hardlliips  they  endured,  and  the  Trouble  they  were  put  to, 
by  the  Execution  of  the  faid  Aft  ;  and  that  the  Petitioners 
conceived  the  moll;  effecaial  iVIeans  of  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
clandelline  Importation  of  Tea  would  be,  to  alter  the  Duty 
of  4  s.  fe.r  Pound  to  a  certain  Rate  ad  Valorem,  according 
to  the  Prices  Tea  ihould  fell  for  at  the  E^aft-India  Company's 
Sale ;  by  which  Alteration,  the'  Petitioners  apprehended, 
the  Amount  of  tlie  Duty  to  the  Publick  would  be  equivalent, 
confidering  the  Quantity,  before  that  Time  fraudulently  im- 
ported, would  be  then  added  to  the  Revenue  ;  a;id  there- 
fore, for  the  Prefervation  of  that  ""iVade  to  the  Petiticners, 
by  putting  an  End  to  the  Praftice  of  Smuggling,  and  :'or  fe- 
curing  a  Revenue  to  the  Publick,  by  the  Importation  of  that 
Commodity  in  Britlfli  Ships  from  China  and  other  Parts  of 
India,  and  lor  preventing  any  IVIonev  being  fen:  to  neigh- 
bouring Countries  for  liic  Purchafe  of  Tea  lu  be  clandeiline- 
ly  imported  and  conlcined  in  this  Kingdom,  praying  the 
Konie  to  take  the  Premilrs  into  Confide/dtlon,  and  give  the 
Petitioners  1  ;c!i  R.-iief,  as  to  the  lioufe  fiiould  fccra  meet.' 
Hereupojj  it  was  rtfoive.!,  Fuin.  Co;:.  Tkit  that  Moufe  v.ould. 
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opon  that  Day  Seven-night,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  Annog.  gco.ii. 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  mofl  eiFeitual  Means  ^_  /_ ^l^'^^ 
to  put  a  Stop  to  the  great  and  growing  Evil  arifmg  from  the 
unwarrantable  and  illegal  iVIechods  of  importing  Tea  and 
other  Goods  into  this  Kingdom  ;  and  the  faid  Petition  was 
order'd  to  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Com- 
mittee. 

March   12.  A  Motion  was  made  by  Mr  Walter  Plumer,  Mr Piumer** ^fo. 
That  an  Aft  made  in  the  25  th  of  King  Charles  II.  intitled,  [rreft-Act''"^ 
An  Ad  for  pre'vcnting  Dangers  njuhich  may  happen  from  Pa- 
pijh  Recufants,  might  be  read  ;  and  the  fame  being  read  ac- 
cordingly, Mr  Plumer  Itood  up  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 
Sir, 

*  I  beLfcve  every  Gentleman  that  hears  me  may  eafily 
judge,  with  what  View  I  have  defired  this  Aft  to  be  read 
to  yoj.  Iris,  Sir,  with  a  Defign  to  have  fome  Part  of  it  re- 
pealed, rmd  another  Part  fo  amended  and  explained,  as  to 
make  it  confillent  with  that  Charity  and  good  Nature  which 
every  Member  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  ought  to  ihew  to 
another. 

*  Tiie  Motion  I  am  now  to  make.  Sir,  proceeds  chiefly 
from  thefe  three  Confidcrations  :  That  I  am,  and  I  hope 
fhall  always  be,  an  utter  Enemy  to  all  manner  of  Perfeca- 
tion  ;  That  I  have  a  great  Reverence  for  that  folemn  In- 
llitution  called  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  ;  and 
Tiiat  I  fliall  always  be  for  every  thing  which  I  think  may 
tend  towards  eftablifliing  and  preferving  the  Unity,  Peace, 
and  Trade  of  my  Country.  Thefe  are  Confide  rations  which 
I  am  perfuaded  are  of  as  great  Weight  with  every  Gentle- 
man of  this  Houfe  as  they  are  with  me  ;  and  therefore,  if 
I  can  fnevv  that  there  is  any  Thing  in  this  Aft  that  looks 
like  Perfecution,  any  Thing  that  brings  a  Contempt  upon 
that  holy  Inltitution  of  our.  Religion,  or  any  Thing  incon- 
liftent  with  the  Unity  and  Peace  of  our  People,  or  with  the 
Trade  of  our  Country,  I  make  no  Doubt  of  having  the  u- 
nanimous  AlTent  of  this  Houfe  to  what  I  am  to  propcfe  ; 
and,  in  my  Opinion,  it  would  contribute  greatly  to  the 
Glory  of  this  Generation,  as  well  as  the  Honour  of  this 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  have  it  agreed  to  Nemine  cantra- 
dicente. 

'  I  hope,  Sir,  it  wili be  granted  me,  that  the  fubjefting 
a  Man  to  a  great  Penalty  if  he  refufed  to  fubfcribe  to  an 
Opinion  which  he  thought  inconfiilent  with  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  or  to  join  in  any  Ceremonies  of  publick  Worlhip 
which  he  thought  finful  or  perhaps  idolatrous,  would  be  a 
very  heavy  Perfecution  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  likewifc  b'_^ 
granted,  that  to  render  a  Man  upon  any  fuch  Account  in- 
capable of  holding  a  Land-Ell? te,  or  of  fucceeding  to  anv 
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ftnno^.  Geo.  ir.    Eflate  as  next  Heir  or  next  of  Kin,  would  alfo  amount  ta 
'^"  ^  '        a  high  Degree  of  Pcrfecution :    Now  in  this  Statute  which 
has  been  read  to  you,  there  is  one   Claufe  which  enadls, 
*,That  all  Perfons  that  fhall  bear  Office,  Civil  or  Military,  or 
receive  any  Salary  or  Wages  by  any  Grant  from  the  King, 
or  fliall  have   Command  or   Place  of  IVull  from  or  under 
him,    or  fhall  be  in  his   Navy  or   Houfhold,    in    England, 
Wales,  Berwick,    Jerfey,  or  Guernfey,  Ihall  not  only   take 
the  Oaths  of  Supremacy  and  Allegiance,  in  the  next  Term, 
or  at  the  Quarter  Seffions,  within  three  Months  after  their 
Admittance,   but  Ihal!  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  according  to  the  Ufage  of  the  Church  of  England, 
of  which  they  are  to  deliver  a  Certificate,  and   make  Proof, 
at  the  Time  of  their  taking  the  faid   Oaths  ;  in  Failure  of 
which  they  are  ipfo  Fatlo  difabled  to  enjoy  the  faid  Offices 
or  Employments,  or  any  Profit  thereby  : '    And  by  another 
Claufe,  *  Perfons  beyond  the  Seas  or  under  any  of  the  other 
Impediments  there  mentioned,    are  to  receive  the  Sacrament 
and  take  the  faid  Oaths,  within  four  Months  after  fuch  Im- 
pediment removed.'    By  this  Regulation  it   is   evident,  that 
no  Man  can  hold  or  enjoy  an  Office   or  Employment,  Civil 
or  Military,  without  declaring  himfelf  a    Member  of  the 
Church  of  England  as  by  Law  eltablifhed  ;  and  as  there  are 
great  Numbers  of  faithiul  Subjedts,  who  have    the  Misfor- 
tune of  believing  that  fome  of  the  Opinions  eftablilhed  by 
jour  Church  are    not   entirely   confiftent  with    Chriftianity, 
and   that  fome  of  our  religious  Ceremonies  tend  towards  I- 
dolatry,  fuch   Men  cannot  fincerely  communicate  with    the 
eftablilhed  Church  ;  upon  which  Account,  and   upon   that 
only,  they  may    therefore  be  fubjected  to  Penalties,   or  de- 
prived of   a  yearly   Revenue,  according   to  the    Nature  of 
the  Office   they  may  be  named    or  entitled  to  ;    for  if  the 
Poil  or  Office  be  fuch  a  one  as  is  attended  with  Trouble  on- 
ly, there  is  generally  a   Penalty   upon  a  Man's  refufing  to 
ferve  it  ;  which   Penalty  every  Man  mult  pay  who  is  not  a 
Member  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  becaufe  by  this  Claufe 
he  is  debarred  from  ferving  the  Office  ;  whereas  if  it  were 
not  for    this   Incapacity   he  is  laid   under,    he  might  pro- 
bably chufe   to    ferve    the   Office   rather  than   pay  the  Pe- 
nalty ;  and  I  would  be  glad  to  know  the  Diiference  between 
fubjefling  a  Man  directly  to  a  Penalty  for  refufing  to  join  in 
any  religious  Opinion  or   Ceremony,  and  this  indireft  Man- 
ner of  fubjeLting  him  to  it,  by  tacking  to  an  Office,  in  itfelf 
me.'jriy  temporal,  a  moft  folemn  Approbation  of  all  the  reli- 
gious Doftrines  and  Ceremonies  of  the  ellablifhed  Church. 

'  Again,  Sir,  if  the  Poll  or  Office  to  v.iiich  a  A4an  is 
named  or  intitled,  be  one  of  thofe  to  which  a  yearly  Salary 
or  Revenue  is  annexed,  from  the  Day  of  his  Nomination 
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he  has  as  good  a  Right  to  receive  the  Profits  of  that  Of-  Anno  9.  Geo.  n. 
fice  as  any  Man  has,  or  can  have,  to  his  Anceftor's  Eftate,  .  '-^"^ 
they  being  both  founded  chiefly  upon  the  Law  of  the  Land  ; 
nay  it  often  happens,  that  the  Perfon  named  to  any  Poll:  or 
Office  has  by  long  and  faithful  Services  fully  deferved  that 
Nomination  ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  a  more  meritorious 
Title,  than  the  Title  any  Man  can  have  to  the  Eftate  of 
his  Anceftor  or  next  Relation.  Suppofe  we  ihould  have  a 
new  foreign  War  of  ten  Years  Duration,  as  we  had  in  the 
late  Queen's  Reign  ;  fuppofe  a  Gentleman  of  the  DifTenting 
Perfuafion  Ihould  in  the  Beginning  of  that  War  go  abroad 
a  Cadet  in  one  of  our  Marching  Regiments,  and  in  Confi- 
deration  of  much  Blood  loft,  and  many  brave  Services  per- 
formed in  the  Caufe  of  his  Country,  fhould  be  at  laft  made 
Colonel  of  a  Regiment,  would  not  fuch  a  Man  be  fully 
intitled  to  the  Profits  of  his  Commiffion,  during  the  Time 
his  Majefty  Ihould  think  fit  to  continue  him  in  Command  ? 
Would  it  not  be  downright  Perfecution  to  turn  him  out  of 
his  Commiffion,  and  reduce  him  to  a  ftarving  Condition, 
meerly  for  the  fake  of  a  Scruple  of  Confcience  ?  Yet  the 
Cafe  would  be  fo,  if  this  Law  ftiould  be  then  in  Force  : 
Upon  the  firft  Return  of  the  Regiment  to  England,  he 
Avould  be  obliged,  within  four  Months  to  give  up  his  Re- 
giment, or  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  ac- 
cording to  the  Ufage  of  our  Eftablifhed  Church,  which  his 
Confcience  would  not  permit  him  to  do,  if  he  Ihould  hap- 
pen to  be  a  fincere  Diftenter  :  Therefore  I  muft  look  upon 
this  as  a  much  higher  Degree  of  Perfecution,  than  it  would 
be  to  render  a  Man,  on  Account  of  any  religious  Opinion, 
incapable  of  holding  a  Land-Eftate,  or  of  fuccceding  to  any 
Eftate  as  next  of  Kin. 

*  From  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  hope  it  will  appear  thaf. 
a  very  high  Degree  of  Perfecution  lurks  under  the  incapa- 
citating Claufes  I  have  mentioned,  and  therefore,  in  my  Mo- 
tion for  the  Repeal  of  them,  I  hope  1  Ihall  have  the  Con 
currence  of  all  thofe  who  are  real  Enemies  to  that  Anti- 
chriftian  Pradlice  ;  but  when  I  confider  the  Reverence  due 
to  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's-Supper  ;  a  facred  Myftery 
v/hich  none  ought  to  approach,  without  hrving  firft  diligcut- 
ly  examined  themfelvet,  and  to  v.hich  all  are  to  be  invited, 
bat  none  to  be  compelled,  I  am  furprifed  that  it  fiiould  ever 
have  been  turned  to  fuch  a  prophane  Ufc,  as  that  of  qua- 
lifying a  Man  for  being  an  Adjutant  to  a  Regiment,  or  thr; 
Bailif?-'  of  a  little  Borough.  This,  Sir,  i:  icrverting  it  t.> 
an  Ufc  for  which  I  am  fare  it  was  never  intcrded,  and  this 
Perverfion  has  already  produced,,  and  wil!  always  produce, 
many  and  great  Abominations.  It  i-^  well  known  how  manv 
have  bcrome  unwojtiiv  Phi  taker?  of  li  '  Ucly  Corrrnimi^n; 
X    :  !o 
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A-nc  9  r,f3.  II,  for  the  fake  only  of  intitling  themfelves  to  fome  lucrative 
yj^^~  _f  Poll  or  Employment  ;  it  is  well  known  what  terrible  Inde- 
cencies fome  have  been  guilty  of,  upon  fuch  Occafions,  and 
what  a  Scandal  has  often  bten  thereby  given  to  all  thofe 
who  are  truly  devout.  This  is  fo  generally  known  that  it 
is  now  the  common  Praiiice  in  all  the  Churches  of  England, 
for  the  Curate  to  dehre  the  legal  Communicants  if  any  there 
be,  I  mean  thofe  who  come  there  in  Obedience  to  that  Sta- 
tute, to  divide  themfelves  from  thofe  who  come  there  purely 
for  the  Sake  of  Devotion  ;  and,  indeed,  it  were  to  be  wifhed 
that  none  of  the  former  fhould  ever  be  allowed  to  Commu- 
nicate in  the  Prefence  of,  much  lefs  at  the  fame  Table  with 
any  of  the  latter  ;  for  the  former  are  often  io  well  and  fo 
generally  known  to  be  unworthy  Partakers,  that  their  being 
admitted  upon  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  gives  great  Offence 
to  the  truly  Religious,  and  tends  to  fubvert  the  Morals  of 
the  Vulgar,  by  leflening  that  Elkem  which  they  ought  to 
have  for  the  eiiablifhed  Religion  of  their  Country,  and  which 
wife  Magiilrates  will  always  cultivate  with  all  pofiibls  Care  ; 
but  this  by  long  and  general  Experience  we  know',  is  not  to 
be  done  by  Penal  Laws.  On  the  contrary,  fuch  Guarantees 
for  the  eltabliflied  Religion  of  any  Country,  have  always 
produced  Pride,  Ignorance,  Luxury,  and  Oppreffion,  among 
thofe  of  the  Eiiablifhed  Church,  and  invincible,  nay,  often 
victorious  Enthufiafm,  among  thofe  of  the  contrary  Religion. 
Even  in  this  Kingdom,  we  know,  that  Penal  Laws  and  Per- 
fecution  raifed  fo  high  the  Torrent  of  P^nthufiafm  among  us, 
that  our  ElbbliflieJ  Church  was  at  laft  quite  overwhelmed 
by  the  dillenting  Intereil ;  and  happy  was  it  for  our  Church 
that  thofe  Entliufiafts  deftroyed  our  Conititution,  as  well  as 
our  ellabliflied  Religion  ;  for  if  they  had  prel'erved  the  for- 
mer, I  am  afraid  the  latter  had  never  been  rellored.  Since 
the  Repeal  of  moll  of  our  perfecuting  Laws,  the  diflentiug 
Intereit  has  daily  decreafed  ;  and  I  am  convinced  thofe  Re- 
mains of  it  that  are  now  among  us,  are  chiefly  owing  to  the 
Adi  now  under  our  Confideration,  and  one  other  Aft  of  much 
the  fame  Nature. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Peace  and  Unity  of  our  People,  I 
mult  f  .y,  Sir,  it  is  Matter  of  great  Surprife  to  me,  how  the 
Legiflaiure  of  any  Counrry  could  be  prevailed  on  to  annex 
temporal  Rewards  or  Punifhments  to  fpeculative  Opinions 
in  Religion.  I  can  eafily  conceive  how  Doftors  might  differ 
in  fpeculative  Points  of  Divinity,  as  well  as  in  fpeculative 
Points  of  Law,  Phyfick,  or  Philofophy  ;  and  I  know  with 
what  Vehemence  a  learned  Doftor  in  either  of  thofe  Sci- 
ences mainiains  his  own  Opinion,  and  with  what  Envy,  Ma- 
lice, and   Rage,  he  purfues   his  Adverfaries  ;  but  I  cannot 
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eaftly  conceive  what  Reafons  the  Lawgivers  of  any  Country 
could  have,  to  adopt  and  eltabliih  fpecuiative  Opinions  of 
any  pai  ticular  Doftor  in  Divinity,  while  at  the  fame  Time 
they  flie.veU  a  very  great  Indifference,  with  regard  to  the  fpe- 
culative  Opinions  of  the  Dodors  in  all  other  Branches  of 
Literature  :  The  Caufe  of  tliis  different  Behaviour  in  our 
ancienc  Lawgives,  I  fay,  I  c;.nnot  well  comprehend  ;  but 
whatever  may  have  been  the  Caufe,  if  they  thereby  inten- 
ded to  eftabliih  an  Uniformity  of  Opinion  with  refped  to 
religious  Matters,  Experience  has  fhewn  that  they  have  been 
moil  egregioufly  miitaken  j  for  the  annexing  of  temporal 
Rewards  and  Punifhments  to  fpeculative  Opinions,  has  been 
fo  far  from  reconciling  Men's  Minds,  and  making  them  agree 
in  any  one  Opinion,  that  it  has  rendered  thofe  of  different 
Opinions  in  Religion,  not  only  implacable,  but  moft  cruel 
and  barbar  )us  Enemies  to  one  another  ;  an  Effcft  which  has 
never  been  produced  by  Difference  of  Opinion  in  any  other 
Science.  In  Law,  in  PhyfiCK,  in  Philoiophy,  there  are,  and 
always  have  been,  Dodors  of  different  Opinions ;  and  among 
them  too  there  have  always  beci ,  I  believe,  fome  who  would 
have  gladly  confuted  their  Adverlarits  by  Fire  and  Faggot, 
efpecially  when  they  found  themfelves  overcome  by  fair  Kea- 
foning  ;  but  as  the  Law  of  no  Country  has  as  yet  thought 
fit  to  interpofe  in  thofe  Difputcs,  we  find  the  Followers  of 
thefe  Dodors  have  generally  argued  the  Matter  very  coolly, 
and  when  the  Difpute  was  over  have  parted  as  good  Friends 
as  they  met.  This  has  hitherto  been  the  Cafe  in  all  Sciences 
except  Divinity  ;  but  if  we  fhould  make  a  Law  for  punilh- 
ing  thofe  who  did  not  agree  with  the  Newtonian  Syltem  of 
Philofophy,  or  for  rendering  all  fuch  incapable  to  hold  any 
Poft  or  Office  in  our  Government,  I  am  perfuaded  we  fhould 
have,  in  a  few  Years,  great  Numbers  of  our  People  who 
would  be  ready  to  facriiice  Life  and  Fortune  io  Defence  of 
the  Arirtotelian  or  the  Cartefian  Syftcm  :  Nay,"  if  any  fuch 
Law  were  made  againll  all  thofe  who  did  not  believe  that 
the  three  Angles  of  every  Triangle,  arc  equal  to  two  right 
Angles,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  this  plain  Demonilration 
would  be  moft  violently  oppofed  by  great  Numbers  of  Men 
in  the  Kingdom  ;  for  when  the  PafTions  of  Men  are  ftirrcd 
up  by  temporal  Rewards  and  Punilhments,  the  moft  reafon- 
able  Opinions  are  rejected  with  Indignation,  the  moft  ridi- 
culous are  embr:xed  with  a  frantick  Sort  of  Zeal.  There- 
fore, Sir,  if  we  have  a  Mind  to  eftablixh  Peace  among  our 
People,  we  muft  allow  Men  to  judge  freely  in  Matters  of 
Religion,  and  to  embrace  that  Opinion  they  think  right, 
without  any  Hopes  (.f  temporal  iltwards,  and  without  any 
Fears  of  temporal  Puniftiment. 

'  Ai 
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A""°.9  ^i^°-  "•  *  As  to  our  Trade,  Sir,  the  Advantages  we  have  reapecJ 
in  that  refpeft  by  the  Toleration  A&.  are  fo  apparent,  that 
I  {hall  not  take  up  your  Time  with  enlarging  upon  that  Sub- 
jedl ;  but  in  order  to  retain  thofe  Advantages,  and  to  im- 
prove them  as  much  as  poffible,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to  move, 
that  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  fo  much  of 
the  faid  Aft  paiied  in  the  z5th  of  Charles  IL  intitled,  Jn 
ASl  for  pre-venting  Dangers  ivbich  may  happen  from  Popijh 
Recufants,  as  obliges  all  Perfons,  who  are  admitted  to  any 
Office,  Civil  or  Military,  to  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord'j  Supper,  within  a  Time  limited  by  the  faid  Aft,  and 
for  explaining  and  amending  fo  much  of  the  faid  Aft,  as 
rei..tes  to  the  Decir-.ration  againft  Tranfubftantiation.' 

ivlr  Plumer  being  feconded  by  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawfon  ;  the 
fame  was  oppos'd  by  Lord  Noel  Somerfet,  Ixard  Vifcount 
Ld Tv''on.S*'"  Tyrconnell,  Mr  Danvers,  Mr  Shippen,  and  Sir  Robert 
Mr  Danvers.  "       Walpolc,  who   urgcd  the  following  Arguments  againit  the 

EirR.'vViUpoIe.        Motion. 

Sir, 

•  As  [  have  hitherto  appeared  to  be  an  utter  Enemy  to 
all  Perfecution,  I  hope  my  difagreeing  with  this  Motion  will 
not  be  looked  on  as  any  Sign  of  my  having  changed  my 
Opinion,  or  of  my  having  any  Intention  to  alter  my  Con- 
duft  for  the  future  :  So  far  ctherwife.  Sir,  I  have  Hill,  and 
I  hope  fhall  always  have,  as  tender  a  Regard  for  the  Dif- 
fenters  of  all  Denominations,  as  any  Man  can  have,  who 
is  a  true  Member  of  the  Church  eftabliihcd  by  Law.  As  a 
fmcere  Member  of  the  Church  of  England  I  muft,  and  I  do 
wifh  that  all  the  DifTenters  in  the  Kingdom  could  be  gained 
over  to  the  Eftablifhed  Church  ;  but  though  I  wifli  for  this 
happy  Event,  yet  I  fhall  never  be  for  attempting  the  Ac* 
complifhment  of  that  Wifh  by  any  Methods  that  have  the 
leail  Tendency  towards  Perfecution,  or  towards  doing  a  real 
Injury  to  any  Man  whofe  Confcience  will  not  allow  him  to 
embrace  the  Ellablifhed  Religion  of  his  Country  :  For  all 
fuch  I  fhall  continue  to  have  a  real  Concern  ;  becaufe  I 
think  this  Difference  of  Opinion  is  a  Man's  Misfortune,  and 
not  his  Crime. 

*  But,  Sir,  the  Word  Perfecution  has,  in  my  Opinion, 
been  very  much  miilaken  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  who 
made  you  this  Motion  ;  for  according  to  the  Meaning  he 
has  put  upon  the  Words,  there  could  be  no  eftablifhed 
Church,  or  efiablillied  Religion  in  the  World,  but  what 
muft  be  deemed  guilty  of  perfecuting  all  thofe  who  differ 
from  it ;  and  yet  thofe  Gentlemen  will,  I  believe,  grant, 
that  in  every  Society  there  ought  to  be  an  eflabliflied  Reli- 
gion, or  a  certain  Form  of  publick  Worfhip  eftabliflied  by 
;he  Law?  of  that  Society  ;    theiefore  we   muft  find  out  a. 
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Mcaninji  for  thefe  Words  different  from  that  which  has  been  Anno  9  ceo.  11. 
put  upon  It. 

*  As  there  is  in  every  Society  a  certain  Form  of  Govern- 
ment cftabhlhed,  I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  that  it  is  the 
Duty  of  every  Member  of  that  Society  to  fupport  and  pre- 
ferve  that  Form  of  Government  as  long  as  he  thinks  it  the 
beft  that  can  be  eftabliihed  ;  and  on  the  other  Hand,  if 
there  be  any  Man,  or  any  Set  of  Men,  who  are  convinced 
that  a  different  Form  of  Government  would  render  the  So- 
ciety much  more  happy  and  powerful,  I  believe  it  will  like- 
wife  be  granted,  that  it  is  the  Duty  of  all  fach  Men  to  en- 
deavour, in  a  peaceable  Way,  at  leaft,  to  bring  about  an 
Alteration.  Thefe  two  Duties  therefore  being  altogether 
inconfiftent,  nay,  even  deftruftive  of  one  another,  it  is  abfb- 
lutely  impoinble  for  the  one  Set  of  Men  to  do  their  Duty, 
without  laying  the  other  Set  ijnder  feme  Hardfhips :  When 
thofe  Hardfhips  are  no  greater  than  what  are  ablbiutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  End  intended,  they  are  juft  and  reafonable, 
and  fuch  as  thofe  who  are  fubjedled  to  them,  ought  not  to 
complain  of;  but  when  they  are  greater  than  what  are  ne- 
cefTary,  they  then  begin  to  take  and  to  deferve  the  Name 
of  Oppreifion,  and  according  to  the  Degrees  of  this  Excefs, 
the  Degrees  of  Opprefhon  are  always  to  be  computed.  In 
this  Kingdom  we  know  there  is  a  Set  of  Men  V;'ho  think  it 
their  Duty  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  an  Alteration  of  our 
prefent  happy  Eflablifhment,  I  mean  our  Nonjurors ;  who 
for  that  very  Reafon  are  excluded  from  all  Polls  and  Places 
in  our  Government,  which  is  certainly  a  Hardfhip  upon 
them  ;  but  I  am  fure  it  cannot  be  called  an  Oppreffion  ; 
nor  can  this  Exclufion  with  Refpeft  to  them  be  called  a 
Punifhment. 

*  And  if  there  be  a  Set  of  Men  in  this  Kingdom  who 
think  the  Doftrines  of  the  eftablifhed  Church  inconfiftent 
with  Chriflianity,  or  the  Ceremonies  of  our  publick  Wor- 
fnip  idolatrous,  it  is  their  Duty  as  Chriilians  to  attempt  to 
bring  about  an  Alteration  in  our  eitablillied  Religion,  and 
they  certainly  will  attempt  it  as  foon  as  it  is  in  their  Power  ; 
nay,  with  all  Deference  to  the  honourable  Gentlemen  who 
have  fpoke  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  Queilion,  for  all  of 
whom  I  have  the  grcatell  Efteem,  I  mufl  look  upon  this  very 
Motion  as  a  Beginning  of  that  Attempt  ;  but  as  I  am  a 
Member  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  think  it  the  beil 
Religion  that  can  be  eftabliflied,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to 
prevent  its  being  ever  in  the  Power  of  fuch  Men  to  fucceed 
in  any  fuch  Attempt  ;  and  for  tliis  Purpofe,  I  think  it  ab- 
folutfly  neceflary  to  exclude  them  from  any  Share  in  the 
executive  Part  of  our  Govenmcnt  at  leail ;  becaufe  if  the 
executive  Part  fiiould   once  come   to  be  generally  in  their 
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Anno().  Gco.ii.  Hands,  they  would  very  probably  get  the  Legiflative  Part 
''^.^^'^-^\  I  likevvife,  from  which  Time  it  would  be  in  vain  to  think  of 
preventing,  in  a  peaceable  Manner,  their  doing  whatever 
they  had  a  Mind  ;  and  it  muft  be  prefumed  they  would  do 
what  they  thought  themfelves  in  Duty  bound  to  do.  To 
exclude  a  Man  from  a  profitable  Port  or  Employment,  I  fhall 
admit  to  be  u  Hardfhip  upon  the  Man  fo  excluded  ;  but  as 
it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  eflablifli- 
ed  Church,  to  exclude  thofe,  who  think  it  their  Duty  to 
deflroy  it,  from  any  Share  in  the  executive  Part  of  our  Go- 
vernment ;  therefore  this  Exclufion  can  no  more  be  called 
Perfecution,  than  it  can  be  called  Oppreffion,  to  exclude  ' 
Nonjurors  from  any  Share  of  our  Government  Executive 
or  Legiflative,  nor  can  fuch  Exclufion  be  deemed  a  Puniih- 
ment  in  the  one  Cafe  any  more  than  in  the  other. 

'  In  the  fuppofed  Caie  of  a  brave  Diffenter's  being  ad- 
vanced to  the  Command  of  a  Regiment,  I  fhall  g.-ant  that 
it  would  be  a  great  Hardfhip  upon  him  to  be  turned  out  of 
his  Command,  and  to  be  expofed  to  a  Itarving  Condition, 
upon  his  return  to  his  Native  Country  ;  but  the  fame  Cafe 
jnay  be  fuppofed  with  refpe<Sl  to  a  Roman  Catholick  Gentle- 
man ;  yet  there  would  be  no  Perfecution  in  either  Cafe  ; 
becaufe  the  excluding  of  all  fuch  Men  from  any  Command 
in  our  Army,  efpeciaily  here  at  Home,  is,  I  think,  abfo- 
lutely neceiliry  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Conftitution  in 
the  happy  State  it  is  in  at  prefent  :  Nor  could  fuch  an  Ex- 
clufion be  called  a  Punifhment  upon  the  Man  fo  excluded, 
no  more  than  it  can  be  called  a  Punifhment  upon  a  Man  of 
five  Foot  and  a  Half  to  be  excluded  frcm  being  a  Soldier  in 
the  Guards ;  for  neither  of  thefe  Exckifions  proceeds  froni 
any  Crime  cr  Fault  in  the  Man,  it  being  as  impoflible  for  a 
Man  to  alter  his  Opinion  when  he  has  a  Mind,  as  it  is  to 
add  two  or  three  Inches  to  his  Stature  when  he  has  Occafion 
for  it  ;  but  as  the  latter  becomes  neceilary  for  the  Sake  of 
preferving  the  Beauty  and  Symmetry  of  a  Regiment,  fo  the 
former  becomes  necelTary  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  the 
Eeauty  and  Symmetry  of  a  Society. 

'  The  Argument  raifed  from  the  fuppofed  Abufe  of  the 
bleiled  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  is  founded  upon  a 
Fad  which  I  cannot  admit ;  for  as  there  is  nothing  in  this 
Law  that  can  compel  the  Admifiion  of  an  unworthy  Pcrfon  ; 
as  the  Minillers  of  our  Churcii  may  refufe  to  admit  any 
Perfon  to  that  Sacrament,  who  dots  not  devoutly  and  hum- 
bly defire  it,  or  for  any  other  lawful  Caufe,  [See  Statute 
I  EduuardYl.  CJ;ap.  I.]  I  mull  prefume  no  unworthy 
Perfons  are  admitted  ;  or  at  leall,  if  there  be,  it  does  not 
proceed  from  any  F'ault  in  this  or  any  other  of  our  Statutes, 
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but  from  the  criminal  and  irreJiglous  Negleft  of  the  Mini- 
iler  who  admits  them. 

*  As  to  the  Unity  and  Peace  of  our  People,  I  am  per- 
fuaded.  Sir,  the  Repeal  of  this  Law,  and  another  which  I 
believe  is  likewife  intended,  would  raife  molt  terrible  Di- 
Iturbances  and  Confufions  ;  for  with  Refpeifl;  to  all  Pofts  and 
Employments  that  go  by  Eledlion,  we  fliould  have  all  the  Dif- 
fcnters  combining  clofely  together  to  bring  in  their  Friends, 
which  would  of  courfe  breed  many  Riots  aiad  Tumults.  And 
as  to  our  Trade,  it  depends  fo  much  upon  the  Peace  and 
Tranquility  of  the  Nation,  that  if  we  have  a  iVIind  to  pre- 
ferve  it,  we  ought  not  to  make  any  new  Regulation  or  re- 
peal any  old,  if  by  fo  doing  we  run  the  Rifque  of  raifing 
Heart-burnings  and  Jealouhes  among  our  People. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  Lord  Polwarth,  Mr  Heathcote,  Lord  Po'.A-arth. 

-  Mr  ricu'iicotc 

and  Mr  Holden,  as  follows  :  m.-  Hoiioa. 

Sir, 

*  I  fhall  take  up  very  little  of  your  Time  in  replying  to 
what  has  been  faid  ;  for  in  my  Opinion,  the  Arguments  for 
the  Motion  have  been  enforced  by  what  has  been  faid  by 
way  of  Anfwer  to  them. 

'  If  the  Hardlliips  impofed  upon  the  Diffenters,  by  the  Law 
under  our  Confideration,  are  greater  than  what  are  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  preventing  its  being  in  their  Power  to  deltroy 
the  Eftablidicd  Church,  it  mull;  be  granted,  from  what  has 
been  faid  of  the  other  Side  of  the  Queition,  that  this  Law  is 
a  perfecuting  Law  :  Now,  Sir,  to  determine  this  Queftion 
in  the  Affirmative,  we  need  have  Recourfe  to  no  other  Na- 
tion but  Scotland  :  With  regard  to  that  Nation,  we  know 
that  the  Presbyterian  Religion,  which  is  here  one  of  our  Dif- 
fenting  Religions,  is  there  the  Eftabliflied  Church,  and  what 
is  here  our  Eilablifli'd  Church,  is  there  a  Difienting  Religion  ; 
yet  the  Ellablilhed  Church  in  Scotland  have  never  thought  it 
neceflary,  nor  does  it  appear  to  be  neceffary,,  for  their  Pre- 
fervation,  to  exclude  their  DilTenters  from  all  Polls  and  Em- 
ployments in  the  executive  Part  of  their  Government,  nor 
have  they  any  Law  for  fach  a  Purpofe  ;  but  on  the  contrary 
fome  of  their  Judges  and  Magiflrates,  and  many  of  thofe  in 
Pofls  and  En^p'oymcnts  in  that  Kingdom,  go  openly,  and  in 
the  moll  folcmn  iVlanner,  to  the  Epifcopal  or  Church  of  Eng- 
land Meeting-Hoafes ;  and  tho'  this  Practice  or  Indulgence 
has  been  continued  for  many  Years,  and  continues  to  this 
Day,  yet  the  Eilablifhed  Church  in  that  Country  is  fo  far 
from  being  in  any  Danger  of  being  overturned  by  what  is 
there  the  diiTcnting  Intercll,  that  the  former  is  daily  gaining 
Ground  upon  the  latter  ;  v/hich  evidently  fhews  the  great 
Weight  and  E£ed  of  a  legal  EilalliQiment,  with  refpcdl  to 
Religion,   \\  >  fn  the  Minds  of  Men  arc  not  irritated  by  any 
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Anno  9-  Geo.  ir.  unneccffary  Hardfliips  put  upon  them.  I  could  likewife  in- 
''^^  '  ftance  Holland,  and  feveral  other  Proteftant  Countries,  to 
Ihew  that  rendering  Diffenters  incapable  of  ferving  the  Crown 
in  any  Poll  of  Honour,  Truil,  or  Profit,  is  a  Hardfhip  put 
upon  them,  which  is  fo  far  from  being  abfolutely  neceffary, 
that  it  is  not  at  all  neccllary  for  preferving  the  EUablifhed 
Religion  of  any  Country  ;  and  therefore  this  Hardfhip  muft 
in  the  llrifteft  Senfc  be  called  Perfecution,  even  according 
to  the  Meaning  put  upon  it  by  the  honourable  Gentlemen, 
who  have  fpoke  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Queftion. 

'  With  refpedl  to  Nonjurors  and   Roman-CathoHcks,  the 
Hardlhips  put  upon  them  are  not  for  the  Sake  of  a  Scruple 
of  Confcience  in  any  Matter  of  a  religious  Concern,  but  be- 
caufe  they  are  Enemies  to  the  State,  and  to  the  prefent  hap- 
py Eftabhfhment ;  but  I  am    furprized  to   hear  it  faid  that 
the  rendering  of  them,  or  the  Diflenters,  incapable  of  holding 
any  Poll  of  Honour,  Trull,  or  Profit  under  the  Crown,  is 
no  Punilhment,   when  I  confider  that  that  very  Punifhnient 
has  often  been  inflifted  by  Parliament,  as  one  of  the  greateft 
Punifhments  they  could  inflicl  upon  Crimes  of  a  very  high 
N-ature  :  Surely   this  legal  Incapacit)'-  mull  be  looked  on  as 
a  Punilhment  upon  both,  but  with  this  Difference,  that  upon 
Nonjurors  or  Roman  Catholicks,  it  is  with  great  Juflice  in- 
flifted,  but  upon  Diffenters  it  is  inflifted  without  any  Oc- 
cafion,  no  Party  among  the  latter  having  ever  yet  been  fuf- 
peded  of  being  Enemies  to  our  prefent  Eitnblifhment,  unlefj 
the  rejeding  of  tliis  Motion  fliould  make   them  fo.     I  am 
fure  every  Gentleman  that  hears  me  muh  grant,  that  there 
is  fome  Difference  between  a  Capacity  of  being  a  Soldier  in 
tlie  Guards,  and  a  Capacity  of  holding  any  Poll  or  Prefer- 
ment under  the  Crown  :  7'he  Guards  are   the  King's  own 
Servants,  and   every  Man  may  chufe  what  fort  of  Servants 
he  has  a  mind  ;  therefore   no  Man   has  a  Title  to  any  Ca- 
pacity of  being  a  Soldier  in  the  Guards ;    but  every  Subjeft 
has  a  Title  to  a  Capacity  at  leaft  of  Hiaring  in  the  Honours 
and  Preferments  of  his  Country,  and   that  Capacity  ought 
not  to  be  taken  from  him,   but  by  way  of  Punifhment  for 
fome  very  high  Crime  or  Mifdemeanour  j   for  it  is  a  Punifh- 
ment fo  difhonourable  and  fevere,  that  we  never  find  it  in- 
ilidled  by  our  Laws  upon  Crimes  of  an  ordinary  Nature. 

*  I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  that  a  Miniller  of  the  Ellablilhed 
Church  is  not,  by  any  exprefs  Words  in  this  Ai\,  ordered 
or  compelled  to  adminiller  the  Sacrament  to  an  unworthy 
Perfon,  wlio  defires  it  only  for  the  Sake  of  enabling  him- 
felf  to  hold  a  beneficial  Employment;  but  if  a  Miniller  of 
the  Church  of  England  fliould  refufe  to  adminiilcr  the  Sa- 
crament to  any  Perfon,  upon  fuch  Occafion,  and  that  Per- 
son -hould  by   means  of  fu-.h  Rcfulkl  lofe  \iii  Poll,  or  only 
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?.  Year's  Salary,  he  might  bring  his   Adlion  at   Common 
Law  upon  the  Statute  of  King  Edward  Vf.  againft  fuch  Mi- 
nilter,    and  would  recover  great  Damages,    if  the  Court 
fhould  not  approve  of  the  Miniiler's  Reafon  for  refuiing  to 
adminiiler  the  Sacrament  to  the  PiaintiiF:  Whereas,  before 
the   receiving  of  the  Sacrament   was  made  a  Qualification 
for   a  civil  Employment,  no  fuch  Plaintiff  could  have  reco- 
vered any  coniiderable   Damage  ;  nay,    I  doubt  if  he  could 
have  recovered  any  Damage  at  all  ;    for  he  could  not  pro- 
bably have  proved  any  temporal  Damage  by  his  not  receiv- 
ing the  Sacrament  when  he  defired  it ;  and  I  do  not   fee 
how  a  Jury  could  pretend  to  put  a  Value  upon  the  fj)iritual 
Damage  he  might  pretend  to  have  received ,     Thofe  Laws 
therefore,  which  have  made  the  receiving  the   Sacrament  a 
Qualification  for  a  civil  Employment,  have  fubjeded  all  the 
Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England  to  a  very  great  Dif- 
ficulty ;  becaufe  they  are  by  thofe  Laws,  and  by  thofe  only, 
fubjecled    to    the  Danger  of  having  fuch    Damages  given 
againlt  them  as  may  ruin  them  and  their  Families  for  vver. 
in  Cafe  they  refufe  to  adminifter  the  Sacrament  to  a  Perfon, 
whom    they  know  to  be   a  moft  profligate  and  impenitent 
Sinner  j  for  this   a  IVIinilter  of  our   Church  may   be   fullv 
corivinced  of,  and  yet  it  may  be  impofiible  for  him  to  make 
the  fame  appear  to  a  Jury. 

'  To  pretend,  Sir,  that  if  thofe  incapacitating  Laws  were 
repealed,    the  DifTenters  would  combine  clofely  together  in 
all   Elections,  and  that  thefe  Combinations  would  occafion 
terrible  Dilturbances,  is  contradifled  by  Experiences,  is  con- 
tradicted by  Experience  in  England  as  well  as  Scotland  ;  for 
tho'   many  of  the  DilTenters  in    England  do  communicate 
fometimes  with  the  Eilablifhed  Church,  and  in  Confequence 
thereof  become  Candidates,  from  Time  to  Time,  for  almoft 
every  eleflive  Civil  Poll  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  tho'  the  Dif- 
fentet-s  do  generally  join  pretty  unanimouily  upon  fuch  Oc- 
cafions,  I  believe  more  unanimouily  than  they   would  do  if 
thefe    Laws  were  repealed,    yet  we  find  it  never  produces 
any  Difturbances.      And   in  Scotland,  v/here  the  Difi'enters 
from  their  EllabliOied  Church    are   under  no  incapacitating 
Laws,  we  find  that  the  Difputes  about  Eleflions  never  pro- 
duce any   Diilurbances    between    the  two  religious   Parties 
in  that  Kingdom  ;  altho'  it  muu  be  granted  that  the  People 
of  that  Country  are  as  violent  in  all  their  Defires,  as  bold 
and   enterprifing  m   their   Defigns,    and  as  turbulent   under 
Difappointments,  as  the  People  in  any  Country,  I  believe, 
upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth.     We  muft  therefore  from  Ex- 
perience  conclude,    that   the    Repeal   of  thofe  perfecuting 
[.aw^,  which,  to  our  Misfortune,    are  ftill  in  Force  in  this 
'vii'Otlorn.    w(u'.d    ccr.frir.  rather  than  JiRurb    our  prtfent 
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nr  9  pro. :;  Tranquility  ;  and  it  would  certainly  increafe  our  Trade,  be* 
'  "  '""  caufe  it  is  not  to  be  qiieftioned  but  that  a  great  many  more 
rich  foreign  IVIerchants  would  come  over  and  fettle  among 
us,  if  they  could  enjoy  all  the  Privileges  of  Englilhmea 
without  changing  their  Religion  :  Whereas,  while  thofe 
Laws  remain  unrepealed,  a  few  foreign  Tradefmen  and 
Mechanicks  may  perhaps  come  over  ;  but  rich  and  opulent 
foreign  IVIerchants  will  neither  come  nor  ftay  to  fettle  their 
Families  in  this  Kingdom,  when  they  confider  that  neither 
they  nor  their  Pofterity  can  afpire  to  any  Honour  or  Pre- 
ferment, unlcfs  they  make  a  Sacrifice  o£  the  Religion  of 
their  Anceftor.^.' 
^''f::i'c°'he  •iv'!"--'^'  The  Debate  being  over,  the  Queftion  was  put,  and  upon 
Act,  paives in  tiic    p_  Divificn,  it  was  Carried  in  the  Negative  by  2:1  againfl 

Negative.  £)  /         J         t> 
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Marc')  17.  The  Houfe  being  in  a  Grand  Committee  on 
p.'o^cihi^^^frv.'rt^  ■  ^^^^  Supply,  Sir  Robert  WaJpole  acquainted  the  Houfe, 
i.:i-  -.^j  c.v;!LiA  '  That  the  Share  the  Civil  Lilt  only  had  in  the  Duties  on  Spi- 
'pVDiiiies oil  spi-  rituous  Liquors,  had  for  feveral  Years  lait  pail  amounted  to 
r'.yrhrivj'-'°a(^,!-  atleall:70,ccol.  yearly,  one  Year  with  another  ;  and  as  a 
g^oo(iD;,ic!7:c other  great  Part  of  this  Annuity  would  be  loft  to  the  Crown,  it 
oiit:cs(i'ns".,'.r;':u-  was  necciTarv  to  make  it  good  from  fome  other  Fund  ;  there- 
prht.d'to'the^ink-  ^^^^  ^^  propoft'd  appropriating  all  the  Duties  on  Spirituous 
!;;gFm,d.  Liquors  to   the  Aggregate  Fund,  which  makes  a  Part  of  the 

Sinking  Fund,  and  charging  that  Fund  with  all   the  Annui- 
ties and  Payments  formerly  payable  out  of  thofe  Duties.' 
D.bat:  thereon.  But  this  was  oppos'd  by  fcveral  Members,  who  Ilrongly  in- 

fifted.  That  the  Civil  Lift,  inftead  of  being  a  Lofer,  would 
be  a  Gainer  by  lefiening  the  Confumption  of  Spirits,  becaufe 
the  Confumption  of  Beer  and  Ale,  and  of  Wine,  and  the 
Produce  of  tiie  Duties  on  Wine-Licences,  &c.  would  be 
thereby  greatly  in(.reafed  ;  fo  that  the  Lofs  the  Crown  might 
fuftain  by  lelTening  the  Produce  of  the  Duties  upon  Spiritu- 
ous Liqiicr?,  would  be  much  more  than  made  good  by  the 
Increafe  of  aimcfl  all  the  other  Revenues  appropriated  to  the 
Civil  Lift  ;  particularly  that  upon  Beer  and  Ale. 

"^ro  tiiis  the  Courtiers  anfvver'd,  '  That  there  might  proba- 
bly be  an  Increafe  in  the  Excife  upon  Beer  and  Ale  ;  but  as 
whiit  the  Amount  of  that  Lncreafe  might  be,  was  uncertain, 
and  as  the  Amount  of  the  Lcfs  the  Crown  was  to  fuftain 
was  certain,  therefore  that  Lofs  ought  then  to  be  made  good 
out  of  feme  certain  Produce  ;  and  if  there  did  really  hap- 
pen any  Increafe  in  the  Eixcife  upon  Beer  and  Ale,  they 
might  call  for  an  Account  of  it  in  two  or  three  Years  after, 
in  order  that  the  fame  might  be  appropriated  to  the  Aggre- 
gate Fund,  for  m.aking  good  what  was  propofcd  to  be  taken 
from  thiit  Fund. 

After 
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After  this  the  two  following  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  Anno  9.  Geo.  ii. 
without  a  Divifion,    I.  That  the  Duty  and  Revenues,  which  ^^Jll^J-    _/ 
fhould  arife  by  Licences  for  vending  Brandy  or  Spirits,  as  Two  Ref Jutions  in 
alfo  the  prefent  Duties  on  Low  Wines,  Strong-v/aters,  Bran-  tu^'wa''^  wjrcof. 
dy.  Rum,  Arrack,  and  all  other  Spirits  whether  Foreign  or 
Britifh,  and  fuch  Duties  as  fhould  arife  by  retailing  the  fame, 
fhould  be  united  to,  and  made  Part  of  the  general  or  Ag- 
gregate Fund  eftablifhed  by    the  A&  of  the   firft  of  King 
George  L  and  fhould  be  illued  and  applied   to  the   Ufes  to 
which    the   faid   Fund  is,    or   fliould    be  made  applicable, 
IL  Tliat  all  the  feveral  Annuities,  Payments,  and  Appro- 
priations, which  were  then  charged  upon,    and  payable  out 
of  the  faid  feveral  Duties  on  Strong-waters,  Brandy,  Rum, 
Arrack,    or  any  other  Spirits,  fliould  be  charged  upon,  and 
made  payable  out  of  the  faid  Aggregate  Fund. 

The  fame  Day  the  Quaker's  Bill  was  read  the  firft  Time,  The  Quaker';  nin 
and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading  :  It  was  likewifc  ordcr'd  to  be  J'^''"''  '"ti'^P' '•"•'• 
printed. 

March  19.  The  Refolutions  of  the  8th  and  17th  in  the  AmioidcrMtoKi 
Committee  of  Supply,  relating  to  Spirituous  Liquors  being  |''™',']j'tu"ous^'L--^ 
reported,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  and  then  a  Motion  'iuo'^- 
was  made,  '  That  the  Refolutions  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Floufe,  who  were  appointed  to  confider  of 
the  Petition  of  his  Majelly's  JulHccs  of  the  Peace  for  Mid- 
dlefex,  in  their  general  Quarter-Seffion  affembled,  and  rgreed 
to  by  the  Houfe  upon  the  24th  of  February,  might  be  read  ; 
and  the  fame  being  read  accordingly,  it  was  ordered,  Thr.t  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  upon  the  Relblutions  then  lafl  read,  and 
alfo  upon  the  Refolutions  that  Day  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  to 
confider  farther  of  Ways  and  Means  for  railing  the  Siipplv 
granted  to  his  Majefly,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  and 
that  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  Sir  Charles  Turner,  Sir  Robert  Wa!- 
pole,  Mr  Doddington,  Sir  George  Oxenden,  and  Mr  Wiu- 
nington,  fhould  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

March  22.  A  Motion  was  made.  That  the  Cornmifhoners  n.  ku.- nn  a  M^ti- 
of  the  Excife  fhould  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  Account  of  the  'inhcProduce'o/ 
Net  Produce  of  the  Hereditary  and  Temporary  Excife  from  '  •/,^^'^^'^_ 
Midfummer  1716,  to  Midfummer  i  726,  dillinguifliing  each 
Year,  and  the  Produce  of  tlie  feveral  Duties  belonging  to 
the  faid  Excife. 

The  Rcafon  of  calling  for  tl'c  faid  Account  of  the  Xct 
Produce  of  the  Plereditary  niid  'icmporary  Excife,  w:b  h. 
order  that  it  might  afterwards  from  thence  appear  \\liat  L-;- 
treafe  had  arifen  in  the  Exxife  upon  iiccir  ar.d  Ale,  by  th-:,- 
preventinc^  or  lefleniut?;  tiic  Conrjrnrtic-n  of  Spi;i;:..:iu.i  J  ,- 
cpiors  ;  nnd  in  ordrr  t!,at  ti<e  Encrcaf.:  iiu.wit  be  approp;]  r.id 
t'j  tliC  A"vrcg:ite  Euuc,   bv  tj;^j  B.ii   wliicli    vv."i    tlif-iT    to   br 
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IVtitions  from  the 
Ck-rgy  sgTinil  the 
Qiuker's  Bili. 


£ir  Jnfeph  JekvU 
prcfcuts   to    the 
Hc-uic  the  Bil!  ?.- 
j^ainrt  Spirituous 
Liquors  J 


\V;,ich   h  twice 
ti?-^  ,ir.d  commi;- 


The  Bill  for  limit- 
ir.j  the  Xumbcr  of 
Ov.cer?  in  :rjc 
i-ka;j  dropt. 


A  Pjtiiion  of  the 
'Iriicers  to  the  B.i- 
t;ih;.v..r-Coionic3 
;:;  America  Lipinll 
tiic  li.'A  .-••!, lit.i;  ;o 
i-i.-;:uous  L;riuc:o. 
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brought  in  :    But  upon  putting  the  Queftion,  after  a  Ibn^ 
Debate,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  182  to  122. 

March  26.  A  Petition  of  the  Clergy  of  Middlefex  vva^. 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  alledging,  That  the  Bill 
depending  in  that  Houfc,  to  enlarge,  amend,  and  render 
more  cffedual  the  Laws  in  Being,  for  the  more  eafy  Reco- 
very of  Tythes,  Church  Rates,  Oblations,  and  other  Eccle- 
fialtical  Dues  from  the  People  called  Quakers,  would,  as 
the  Petitioners  conceived,  if  pafTed  into  a  Law,  be  extremely 
prejudicial  to  themfelves  and  Brethren,  excluding  them  from 
the  Benefit  of  the  Laws  then  in  being  for  the  Recovery  of 
Tythes  and  other  Dues,  and  thereby  patting  the  Clergy  of 
the  Ertablifhed  Church  upon  a  worie  Foot  than  the  rell  of 
his  Majelly's  Subjefts  i  and  therefore  defiring  to  be  heard  by 
their  Counfel  upon  the  Subjeft  Matter  of  the  faid  Bill. 

This  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  till  the 
Bill  fhould  be  read  a  fecond  Time  j  and  that  the  Petitioners, 
if  they  thought  fit,  fhould  be  then  heard  by  their  Counfel 
againii  ic :  It  was  alfo  ordered  that  Counfel  be  then  heard 
for  the  Bill.  The  Clergy  from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom 
fent  up  Petitions  to  the  fame  Purpofe. 

March  29.  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  ac- 
cording to  Order,  A  Bill  for  layivg  a  Duty  upon  the  Re- 
tailers of  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  for  liccnfi^ig  the  Retailers 
thereof  I  and  the  fame  being  received.  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
Itood  up,  and  by  his  Majelty's  Command  acquainted  the 
Houfe,  "  That,  as  the  Alterations  propofed  to  be  made  by 
"  that  Bill  in  the  Duties  charged  upon  all  Spirituous  Li- 
"  quors,  might,  in  a  great  Degree;  afied  fome  Parts  of  his 
"  Majefi;y"s  Civil  Lift  Revenues,  arifing  from  the  fame,  his 
"  iViajeily,  for  the  Sake  of  remedying  fo  great  an  Evil,  as 
"  was  intended  by  that  Bill  to  be  prevented,  confentcd  to 
"  accept  any  other  Revenue  of  equal  Value,  to  be  fettled 
"  and  appropriated  in  lieu  of  his  Intereft  in  the  faid  Duties." 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  firil  Time,  and  ordered  to  be; 
read  a  fecond  Time  :  After  which  a  Motion  was  made. 
That  the  faid  Bill  be  printed  ;  but  the  Q_^eltion  being  put; 
it  was  carried  in  the  Negative. 

March  3  I .  'i'he  faid  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

'j'he  fame  Day  the  Bill  for  limiting  the  Number  of  Ofli. 
cers  in  tiie  Houfii  of  Commons,  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  a  iVlction  being  made  for  committing  the  fame,  and  the 
Queiiio!!  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  224 
to  177.    [Sec  yd.  liF,  p.  1-2  ] 

April  b.  A  Fftliion  of  the  Merchants  and  Planters  trading 
to  anU  Huerelkd  in  tb.e  Britiih  Sugar-Cclonies  in  America, 
was  piclciiu  vi  tj  :;,r  fi'.iifc,  .-.r^d  re.,d  .■;  feitiiig  forth.  That 

the 


(   m  ) 

the  Refolutlons  which  the  Houfe  had  come  to  for  granting  Anno9-Cco.n. 
So  his  Majefty  a  Duty  of  20  s.  per  Gallon  for  all  Spirituous  Li,!**"^"^"'  -J 
Liquors  fold  by  Retail,  and  for  the  Payment  of  the  Sum  of 
50 1.  Yearly  to  his  Majefty  by  every  Perfon  retailing  the 
fame,  would  bring,  as  the  Petitioners  apprehended,  unavoid- 
able Ruin  on  the  Sugar-Colonies,  tho'  the  Evil  complained 
of  did  not  arife  from  the  Confumption  of  the  Commodities 
imported  from  the  faid  Colonies  ;  and  reprefenting  to  the 
Houfe  a  State  of  their  Cafe,  with  regard  to  the  Confump- 
tion of  Sugar,  Moloffes  and  Rum,  as  it  would  be  affefted 
by  the  Bill  brought  in  upon  the  faid  Refolutions ;  in  full  Af- 
furance,  that  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  would  find 
Means  effeflually  to  fupprefs  the  Evils  occafioned  by  the  ex- 
ceflive  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  without  deftroying  the 
Sugar-Trade,  upon  which  the  Subfiftence  of  fo  many  Thou- 
fands  of  his  Majefty's.  Subjedts  depended  ;  and  therefore 
praying  that  the  Petitioners  might  be  heard  by  themfelves, 
or  their  Counfel,  againft  fo  much  of  the  faid  Bill,  as  they 
conceived  might  extend  to  their  Prejudice,  or  affedl  the  Bri- 
tilh  Sugar-Trade. 

After  the  Reading  of  this  Petition,  a  Motion  was  made. 
That  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Debate  thereon. 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  the  faid  Bill  was 
committed  ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  be  heard  by  themfelves, 
or  their  Counfel  before  the  faid  Committee  ;  but  it  being 
alledged,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Method  of  Proceeding 
in  that  Houfe,  to  hear  Counfel  or  Parties  upon  any  Peti- 
tion againft  a  Money- Bill,  [See  Vol.  II.  />.  2i7^-]  the  Mem- 
bers, Avho  had  made  and  feconded  the  Motion,  defired  that 
feveral  Journals  relating  to  the  receiving  Petitions  againft 
Money-Bills,  might  be  read,  viz.  i.  The  Journal  of  the 
Houfe,  June  i.  in  the  loth  of  King  William.  2.  The 
Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  April  15.  in  the  11  th  of  King 
William.  3.  The  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  May  5.  in  the 
1  3th  of  King  William.  4.  The  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of 
April  3.  in  the  8th  of  King  William.  5.  The  Journal  of 
the  Houfe  cf  April  7.  following.  6.  The  Committee-Book 
of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  in  relation  to  the 
Proceedings  of  April  9,  1696.  7.  The  Journal  of  the 
Houfe  of  May  9.  in  the  13th  of  King  William.  8.  The 
Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  March  20.  in  the  ift  of  Queen 
Anne.  Thefe  being  accordingly  read,  the  Members  who  were 
for  the  Motion  urg'd, 

*  That  with  refpecl  to  thofe  Money-Bills  which  were 
brought  in  for  anfwering  the  current  Service  of  the  enfuing 
Year,  there  v/as  fome  Reafon  for  not  admitting  Petitioners 
to  be  heard  againft  them  ;  becaufe  fuch  Services  required  an 
^nimediate  Supply  ;    they   could  not  be  carried  on  without 

Money, 
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AM09.  G«o.n.  Money,  and  they  generally  could  not  admit  of  any  Delay  ; 
^"^'^'  ,  therefore  the  publick  Safety  made  it  often  necelTary  to  pafs 
fuch  Bills  with  the  utmoit  Difpatch,  and  for  that  Reafon  the 
Houfe  had  laid  it  down  as  a  Rule  not  to  admit  Petitioners 
to  be  heard  againft  them  ;  but  even  in  fuch  Cafes  the  Rule 
was  not  without  Exception,  as  appeared  from  the  firft  of  the 
above  Journals,  viz.  June  i.  in  rhe  lothof  King  William, 
relating  to  fevcral  Petitions  of  the  BailiiFs,  Wardens,  and 
Commonality  of  the  Occupation,  Art,  and  Myftery  of  Wea- 
vers, within  the  City  of  London,  and  of  the  Wardens  and 
Afiirtants  of  the  Company  of  Worfted  Weavers  in  the  City 
of  Norwich,  and  to  the  feveral  Orders  of  the  Houfe  there- 
upon ;  and  to  the  Order  of  the  Houfe  for  referring  the  Con- 
fideration  of  the  Petition  of  the  Eail-India  Company  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  the  Bill  for  raifmg 
a  Sum  not  exceeding  two  Millions,  for  fettling  a  perpetual 
Fund  or  Payment  of  certain  Annuities  after  the  Rate  of  8  1. 
per  Cent,  per  Annum  for  every  lool.  and  for  farther  Advan- 
tage therein  mentioned,  redeemable  by  Parliament,  was 
committed,  and  for  hearing  the  faid  Company  by  their 
Counfel  upon  the  faid  Bill  before  the  faid  Committee  ;  where 
the  Petitioners  were  admitted  to  be  heard  againil  that  Bill, 
notwithllanding  the  great  Sum  that  was  thereby  to  be  raifed, 
xand  notwithftanding  the  greateft  Part  of  that  Sum  was  de- 
iigned,  and  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  Support  of  our 
Civil. Government,  and  of  cur  Land  and  Sea- Services,  as 
appeared  by  the  Claufe  of  Appropriation  contained  in  that 
Aft  ;  and  confidering  the  precarious  Situation  the  Affairs  of 
Europe  were  then  in,  it  could  not  be  denied  but  that  the 
Demands  for  thofe  Services  were  then  as  prelTing,  and  re- 
quired as  much  Difpatch  z%  could  aimoil  at  any  one  Time  be 
fuppofed. 

'  That  with  refped  to  the  Bill  then  before  them,  it  could 
not  properly  be  called  a  Money-Bill  :  There  were,  'twas 
true,  fome  Taxes  to  be  impofcd  by  the  Bill,  but  thofe  Taxes 
were  not  dcngned  as  Supplies  for  anfwering  the  current  Ser- 
vice of  the  Year  ;  tJiey  were  defigned  only  for  putting  an 
End  to  an  Abufe  which  had  lately  crept  in  among  our  Peo- 
ple, and  therefore  the  Rule  for  not  admitting  Petitioners  to 
be  heard  againil  a  Money-Bill,  could  in  no  Manner  of  Vv^ay 
be  applied  to  the  Bill  then  before  t;-,em. 

'  That  with  refpecl  to  any  Trade  in  which  the  Subjefts 
of  this  Nation  had  no  Rival,  the  Legiflature  might  pretty 
freely  make  fuch  Regulations  as  they  had  a  Mind,  but  with 
refpcdl  to  any  Trade  in  which  our  Subjects  were  rivalled 
by  Foreign  Powers,  we  ought  to  be  extrem.ely  cautious  in 
making  any  new  Regulation  ;  becaufe  in  fuch  a  Cafe  the 
fmallell  Difcouragenient  might  give  Foreigners  fuch  an  Ad- 
vantage 
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vantage  over  us,  as  might  enable  them  to  turn  us  entirely 
out  of  the  Trade  ;  which  might  vtry  probably  be  the  Cafe 
with  refpeft  to  the  Sugar-Trade ;  for  in  that  Trade  it  was 
well  known  we  had  a  moft  powerful  and  a  moll  dangerous 
Rival ;  and  for  us  to  make  a  new  Regulation  which  might 
afFeft  that  Trade,  without  fo  much  as  hearing  what  our  own 
Subjefts,  who  were  engaged  in  the  Trade,  had  to  fay  againft 
fuch  Regulation,  was  Ihewing  fuch  a  Difregard  to  the  Sub- 
jefts,  and  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Great  Britain,  as 
they  hoped  would  never  in  any  Cafe  be  (hewn  by  that 
Houfe.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  the  Courtiers,  '  That  every 
Bill  by  which  any  Tax  was  levied  upon  the  Subjeft  was  a 
Money-Bill,  and  had  always  been  underflood  as  fuch  by  that 
Houfe ;  and  therefore  the  Bill  then  before  them  was  as 
much  a  Money-Bill  as  any  other.  That  with  refpedl  to  the 
Rule  of  not  hearing  Petitioners  againft  fuch  Bills,  it  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  have  had  a  Beginning,  as  all  fuch  Rules  have ; 
and  therefore  before  that  Rule  came  to  be  fully  eftablilhed  as 
a  Rule  for  directing  the  future  Proceedings  of  that  Houfe, 
many  Precedents  might  be  quoted  againft  the  obferving  of 
that  Rule,  becaufe  it  was  from  thofe  very  Precedents  that 
the  Rule  took  its  Rife  :  It  had  been  obferved,  that  as  foon 
as  any  Bill  wy  brought  in  for  laying  a  Tax  or  Duty  upon 
any  Sort  of  Goods,  the  Dealers  in  fuch  Goods  always  peti- 
tioned, and  defired  to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  their  Coun- 
fel  againft  the  Bill,  and  always  under  a  Pretence,  that  the 
paffing  of  fuch  a  Bill  would  injure  the  Trade  of  the  Nation  ; 
yet  upon  hearing  what  they  had  to  fay,  it  was  generally 
found,  that  all  their  Arguments  proceeded  from  private 
Views,  or  that  they  had  nothing  to  offer  but  what  had  been 
before  under  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe ;  fo  that  it  almoft 
always  appeared,  that  the  Hearing  of  fuch  Petitioners  by 
themfelves  or  their  Counfel,  was  taking  up  a  great  deal  of 
the  Time  of  the  Houfe  to  no  Purpofe  :  For  this  Reafon  the 
Houfe  came  at  laft  to  eftablifh  it  as  a  Rule  not  to  be  depart- 
ed from,  not  to  admit  Petitioners  to  be  heard  by  themfelves 
or  their  Counfel  againft  any  fuch  Bill  ;  which  Rule  had  then 
been  inviolably  obferved  for  many  Years,  and  the  Reafon 
for  obferving  it  was  as  ftrong  with  refpeft  to  the  Bill  then 
before  them,  as  with  refpeft  to  any  other. 

*  That  they  ought,  without  Doubt,  to  be  extremely  cau- 
tious in  making  any  Regulation  which  might  difcourage  our 
Sugar-Trade,  or  our  Sugar- Colonies,  but  neither  that  Trade 
nor  any  of  thofe  Colonies  could  be  of  any  Weight,  when 
put  in  the  Ballance  againft  the  Health  and  the  Happinefs  of 
the  People  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if,  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Health  and  the  Morals  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain, 

Vol.  jy.  Z  they 
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Ar-.c  g.  Ceo.  11.  they  found  themfelves  under  a  Necefllty  of  making  a  Regn- 
t^lf-  I  _j  lation  which  might  leffen  the  Confumption  of  Sugar  among 
^""^  the  People  of  this  Ifland,  they  muft  fall  upon  feme  Way  of 

giving  an  Encouragement  to  that  Trade  with  refpeft  to 
Foreign  Markets,  wJiich  would  be  a  greater  Advantage  to 
the  Nation,  and  would  prevent  the  Ruin  of  our  own  People. 
But  that  for  this  Purpoi'e  they  had  no  Occafion  for  hearing 
the  Petitioners  by  themfelves  or  their  Counfel  ;  becaufe  as 
every  one  of  them  had  a  Reprefentative  in  that  Houfe,  they 
might  communicate  their  Thoughts  upon  that  Subj.eft  to 
their  feveral  Reprefentatives,  [_See  Vol.  II.  p.  309.]  by 
which  Means  the  Houfe  would  be  as  fully  informed  of  what 
they  had  to  fay,  as  if  they  were  to  be  heard  by  themfelves 
or  their  Counlel  at  the  Bar ;  and  therefore,  as  the  granting 
them  any  fuch  Hearing  would  be  taking  up  the  Time  of  the 
Houfe  to  no  Purpofe,  they  could  not  but  be  againft  it.' 

The  Queflion  was  then  put  upon  the  Motion,  and  carried 
in  the  Negative  without  a  Divifion  :  Whereupon  the  Peti- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Immediately  after  this  a  Petition  oftheMafter,  Wardens, 
APfitionofthe  Affiftants,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Society  of  Merchants  Ad- 
af-iniuhe  Bill  re-  vcDturers  withiti  the  City  of  Briltol,  under  their  common 
Li:iuo;V.  f""'""'"^  Seal,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Bill  then  depending  before  the  JJoufe,  to  lay  a 
Duty  of  20  s.  a  Gallon  on  all  Spirituous  Liquors  fold  by 
Retail,  and  a  Sum  of  50  1.  yearly  to  be  paid  by  every  Re- 
tailer of  the  fame,  would,  if  enaded,  be  deftruiflive  to  the 
Petitioners,  and  many  Thoufands  more  of  his  Majelly's  Sub- 
jects, as  well  in  the  Sugar-Colonies,  as  in  the  adjacent  Parts 
of  the  faid  City  ;  and  therefore  imploring  the  Houfe  to  con- 
fider  the  great  Lofs,  which  mult  immediately  thereafter 
enfue  to  the  Revenue,  Navigation,  Traders,  and  others  con- 
cerned in  Sugar  and  Rum,  and  what  Advantage  Foreigners 
might  make  thereof;  and  to  afford  fuch  Relief  therein,  as 
to  the  Houfe  fhould  feem  meet ;  for  that  in  their  humble 
Opinion,  a  proper  Relief  might  be  granted  to  them,  without 
preventing  the  Evil  complained  of  in  the  Bill  from  being 
efFefbually  fuppreffed. 

This  Petition  was  likcwife  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

y^p/il  8.    A   Petition  of  the   Merchants  and   Owners  of 

A:; i  from  the  Lc-  Ships  trading  from   the  t^ort  of  Leverpoole  in  the  County 

to ihc Li^u  Pd>  "^  Palatine  of  Lancafler,  to  and  from  the  Britifh  Sugar-Colonies 

f^''^-  in  America,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read  ;  fetting 

forth,  that  the  greatelt  and  principal  Branch  of  their  Trade 

confuted  in   the  Exportation  of  ManufacStures,  the  Produce 

of  Great  Britain,   to  our  Colonies  in  America,  and  bringing 

Mufcovado  Sugars  in  Return  for  the  fame,  three  fourth  Parts 

of  which  Sugars,  could  not  be  confumed  without  being  firft 

refined. 
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refined,  and  two  fifth  Parts  when  refined  were  drawn  into   AnR09.  Geo.  ii. 
Moloffes,  whereof  near  two  thirds  were  diflilled  into  Spirits;  t^^^,^^-    ^ 
and  that  if  the  Bill  brought  in  upon  feveral  Refolutions  of 
the  Houfe,  in  order  to  lay  a  Duty  of  20  s.  a  Gallon  upon 
all  Kinds  of  Spirituous  Liquors  retailed  within   this  King- 
dom,   Rum  from   his  Majefty's  Plantations  not  excepted, 
Ihould  pafs  into  a  Law,  the  greateft  Confumption  of  refined 
Sugars  would  be  entirely  loft,  and   Rum  which  is  near  a 
fourth  Part  in  Value  of  the  Produce  of  our  Sugar-Colonies, 
would  alfo  be  rendered  of  little  or  no  Value,  and  two  thirds 
of  the  Moloffes  produced  from  refined  Sugars,  muft  become 
ufelefs,  to  the  inevitable  Ruin  of  our  Sugar  Plantations,  and 
Deflruftion  of  the  two  moft  valuable  Branches  of  our  foreign 
Trade,  to  the  Britifli  Colonies  and  the  Coaft  of  Africa  ;  and 
therefore  expreffing  their  Hope,  that  the  Legiflature  would 
not  hazard  fo  beneficial  a  Trade,  to  cure  an  Evil,  that  never 
would  have  happened  from  Rum,  or  any  other  Liquor  of 
that  Value,  but  would  be  able  to  find  Means  effectually  to 
fupprefs  the  fame,  without  extending  fuch  Means  to  any  of 
the  Liquors  that  were  diflilled  from  the  Produce  of  our  own 
Plantations ;  and  praying,  that  the  Houfe  would  be  pleafed 
to  take  their  Cafe  into  Confideration,  and  give  fuch  Relief 
therein,  as  the  Houfe  Ihould  find  moft  meet. 

This  Petition  was  likewife  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

April  (^.    The  Order  of  the  Houfe  being  read,  for  the  Dianiers  cnab'od 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  tlie  whole  Houfe,  s°  rt'^of Bifn'^efs  in 
to  confider  fkrther  of  the  faid  Bill,  it  was  ordered.  That  it  ^^r'^'' '" 
fliould  be  an  Inftruflion  to  the  faid  Committee  to  have  Power 
to  receive  a  Claufe  for  enabling  fuch  Perfons  as  had  exercifed 
the  Bufinefs  of  Diftillatlon  for  a  Time  to  be  limited,  or  had 
ferved,  or   were  then  bound  as  Apprentices  to  fuch  Bufinefs, 
to  follow  any  other  Trade  or  Bufinefs  in  any  City,  Town, 
or  Place,  in  England. 

After  this  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Commit- 
tee, but  when  they  came  to  that  Claufe  by  which  it  was  er.- 
afted,  '  That  the  Duties  and  Revenues  wjiich  fliould  arife 
'  by  Licences  for  vending  Brandy  or  Spirits,  as  alfo  the  pre-  Fa'thcrnchafrT 

*  fent  Duties  on  Low  Wines,  Strong  Waters,  Brandy,   Rum,  c":lt^onVt^.c:^y.^ 

*  Arrack,  and  all  other  Spirits,  whether  Foreign  or  Britifh,  r"".?."*""'S'jv '■■ 

*  and   fuch   Duties   as   niould  arife   by   retailing  the   fame,  tt'o-i:  u iu<:^. 

*  ihould  from  and  after  the  29th  of  September  1736,  be 
'  united  to,  and  made  Part  of  the  general  or  Aggregate 
'  Fund  eltablifned  hy  the  Aft  of  the  fivft  Year  of  the  Reign 
'  of  his  late   Majeity  King  George  I.  and  fhould  be  iffued 

*  and  applied  to  the  Ufes  to  which  the  fuid  Fund  was,  or 
'  fliould  be  made  applicable.' 

The  fame  v.'as  oppofed  by  feveral  Members,  as    being  un- 

h'jcefiary,  becaufe,   tho'  tlie  Produce  of  thofe  Duties  was  ap- 

Z   ;:  propriatcd. 
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AflBoy.  Geo.  u  propriated  to  the  Payment  of  feveral  Annuities  and  other 
I  III— ^^-  f  particular  Ufes,  and  tho'  that  Produce  might  perhaps  be  lefs 
in  Time  to  come  than  it  had  been  for  fome  Years  paft, 
yet  they  did  not  believe  that  by  the  Regulation  made  by  that 
Bill,  the  Produce  of  thofe  Duties  would  be  fo  much  reduced, 
as  to  be  under  what  it  was  when  thofe  Appropriations  were 
made ;  and  if  that  fhould  be  the  Cafe,  any  fmall  Deficiency 
that  might  happen,  might  be  provided  for  by  next  Seffion  of 
Parliament,  when  the  Amount  of  that  Deficiency  would  be 
afcertained  :  But  it  being  infilled  on.  That  the  future  Pro- 
duce of  thofe  Duties  could  not  near  anfwer  the  Ends  to  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
the  Sake  of  poblick  Credit,  to  grant  a  new  Fund  to  the 
Creditors  of  the  Publick,  by  the  fame  Bill  by  which  they 
took  away  or  diminifhed  their  old,  the  Claufe  was  agreed  to 
without  a  Divifion. 

Then  the  next  Claufe  was  read,  as  follows,  •  And  where- 
^afsumft'ouu^  *  ^^  '^^  ^^^^  Duties  upon  Low  Wines,  Strong  Waters,  Bran- 
Km'T^f  «o«h.e  '  dy.  Rum,  Arrack,  and  all  other  Spirits  whether  Foreign 
fuch  Deficiency'af  *  Or  Britifli,  are  amongfl:  other  Duties  and  Revenues  charged 
ihe  ct&b?  '  with,  and  liable  to  pay  feveral  Sums  of  Money,  as  well 
altering  the  Duties  <  for  the  SuDDOrt  of  his  Majefty's  Houfliold  and  Family, 

on  Spirituous  Li-      ,  ,      ,        ^/^  j   t\-       •  r     ^       ^  r        n' 

quors.  '  and  the  Honour  and  Dignity  or  the  Crown,  as  tor  ray- 

*  ment  of  Annuities  and  other  Payments  ta  feveral  Corpo- 

*  rations,  and  to  other  Perfons  intitled   thereunto ;    and  it 

*  may  fo  happen,  that  by  making  the  Alterations  aforefaid 

*  in  the  faid  Duffies,  the  Funds  charged  with  the  Payments 

*  aforefaid  may  prove  deficient :  And  whereas  by  a  Medium 

*  of  eight  Years,  computed  from  the  Time  of  his  Majefly's 

*  happy  Accefiion  to   the  Throne  to  Midfummer  laft  paft, 

*  the  Sum  of  is  taken  to  be  the  Medium  of 

*  the  annual  Produce  of  what  has  been  applied  of  the  Du- 

*  ties  aforefaid  to  the  Service  of  his  Majefty's  Houlhold  and 

*  Family  :  To  the  End  therefore,    that  neither  his  Majefty, 

*  nor  any  other  Perfon  or  Perfons,  Bodies  Politick  or  Corpo- 

*  rate,  who  is  or  are  intitled  to  any  Part,  Share,  or  Intereft, 

*  in  the  Money  arifing  by  the  faid  Duties,  may  be  Lofers, 
'   or  receive  any  Prejudice  by  the  Alterations  aforefaid,  be  it 

*  enatSed   by    the  Authority  aforefaid,  That  from  and  after 

*  the  faid  29th  Day  of  September,   1736,    there  fhall  be 

*  paid    to    his  Majefty  during  his  natural  Life,  (which  God 

*  long  preferve)  out  of  the  Monies  of  the  faid  general  or 
'  Aggregate  Fund,  the  Sum  of  per  Annum, 
'  being  the  aforefaid  Medium  of  what  has  been  annually  ap- 

*  plied  of  the   Duties  aforefaid,  towards  the  Service  of  his 

*  Majefty's   Houftiold   and  Family,  and  other  his  Expences 

*  and  Occafions,   from  his  happy  Acceftion  to   the  Throne, 

*  to  Midfummer  laft  paft,' 

After 
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*  After  which  a  Motion  was  made  by  fome  of  the  Mem-  Anno  9.  Geo.  n, 
bers  concerned  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  Bill,  to  fill  up  the  .      l^^^l      . 
Bkhk  with  the  Sum  of  70,000!.  that  Sum,  as  they  faid,        '    * 
being  the  Medium  of  what  had  been  annually  applied  of 
1!^  aforefaid  Duties,  towards  the  Civil  Lift,  from  his  Ma- 
jaly's  happy  Acceflion  to  the  Throne,  to  Midfummer  laft 
paft :  Whereupon  the  Members  who  oppofed  the   former 
Claufe  declared,  that  they  were  likewife  againft  this  whole 
Claufe,  and  that  they  would  afterwards  take  the  Liberty  to 
give  their  Reafons  ;    but  as  it  was  neceffary  in  Point  of 
Form,  to  fill  up  the  Blank  before  any  Thing  could  be  faid 
either  for  or  againft  the  Claufe,  therefore  they  would  pro- 
pofe  that  the  Blank  Ihould  be  filled  up  with  the  Sum  of 
43,000 1.  which  being  the  lefTer  Sum,  the  Queftion  was  of 
Courfe  to  be  firft  put  for  filling  up  the  Blank  with  this  lef- 
fer  Sum,  and  as  this  was  oppofed  by  the  Gentlemen  who 
had  propofed  the  Sum  of  70,000 1.  it  brought  on  a  long  De- 
bate, in  which  the  chief  Arguments  in  Favour  of  the  leffer 
Sum  were  as  follows  : 
Sir, 

*  I  am  of  Opinion  that  the  Civil  Lift  cannot  be  any  Lofer  Argument  for 
by  diminiftiing  the  Confumption  of  fpirituous  Liquors,  be-  In^fonhit  pS'-' 
caufe,  whatever  may  be  thereby  loft  to  the  Civil  Lift,  will  p°'=- 
be  much  more  than  made  good  by  the  Increafe  of  the  Con- 
fumption of  other  Liquors,  of  the  Duties  upon  which  the 
Civil  Lift  has  a  much  larger  Share  than  it  has  of  thofe  Du- 
ties payable  upon  fpirituous  Liquors  ;  therefore  whatever 
Sum  this  Blank  may  be  filled  up  with,  I  muft  look  upon 
every  Shilling  of  it,  not  as  a  Compenfation,  but  as  a  new 
Addition  to  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue,  and  fince  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Crown  has  Occafion  for  any  new  Addition  to  that 
Revenue,  I  muft  look  upon  this  whole  Sum  as  a  real  Lofs 
to  the  People  :  I  muft  look  upon  the  Whole,  Sir,  as  a  Sort 
of  Purchafe  Money  we  are  to  pay  for  the  Bill  now  before 
us  ;  and  fince  we  muft  pay  a  Price  for  preferving  the  Health 
and  Morals  of  the  People,  furely  if  we  are  good  Merchants, 
if  we  are  honeft  Truftees  for  the  People,  we  fhould  endea- 
vour to  bring  down  that  Price  as  much  as  we  can.  Bat  fup- 
pofing,  Sir,  that  the  Lofs  the  Civil  Lift  may  fuftain  by  di- 
ninifhing  the  Confumption  of  fpirituous  Liquors,  were  not 
to  be  made  good  by  the  Increafe  which  that  Diminution 
will  naturally  produce  in  fome  of  the  other  Branches  of 
that  Revenue  ;  the  yearly  Sum  to  be  given  to  the  Civil  Lift 
in  Lieu  of  that  Lofs,  ought  not  to  be  calculated  from  a  Me- 
dium of  eight  Years  after  his  Majefty's  happy  Acceflion 
to  the  Throne,  but  from  a  Medium  of  eight  Years  im- 
mediately preceding  his  Majefty's  happy  Acceflion  to  the 
Throne  i   for  when  the  Parliament,    which  eftablifhcd  the 

pre- 
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AR.'io  5.  Ceo.  II.  prcfcnt  Civil  Lift,  were  confidcring  what  Duties  wpuldbe 
i^^^  .  fufiicient  for  raifing  that  Revenue,  which  they  thought 
was  neceffary  for  fupporting  his  Majefty's  Houlhold  and  Fa- 
mily, they  could  not  have  under  their  Confideration  the 
Produce  of  thofe  Duties  in  time  to  come ;  and  much  Idt 
could  they  have  under  their  Confideration  an  Increafe  whiq^ 
might  arife  by  an  Abufe,  fo  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  Power 
of  Parliament  to  reftify  that  Abufe,  without  making  good 
to  the  Civil  Lift  the  increafed  Revenue  it  had  acquired  by 
tjiat  Abufe  :  They  could  have  nothing  under  their  Confide- 
ration but  the  Produce  of  thofe  Duties  for  Years  paft,  and 
for  this  Reafon  the  Claufe,  now  before  us,  ought  to  have 
been  drawn  up  in  a  quite  different  Manner  from  what  it 
is  J  or  at  leaft  it  ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  Committee 
to  determine,  whether  they  would  take  the  eight  Years  be- 
fore, or  the  eight  Years  after  his  Majefty's  Acceflion  ;  in 
which   Cafe  it  ought  to  have  been  in  thefe  Terms  :    '  And 

*  whereas  by  a  Medium  of  Years  computed  from 

*  to  the  the  Sum  of  is  taken  to 

*  be  the  Medium  of  the  annual  Produce  of  that  Part  of  the 
'  Duties  aforefaid,  appropriated  to  the  Service  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  Houftiold  and  Family.' 
'  This,  Sir,  was,  in  my  Opinion,    the  only  proper  and 

regular  Method  in  which  this  Claufe  could  have  been 
brought  in  :  If  it  had  been  brought  in  according  to  this 
Method,  the  Committee,  where  only  it  is  proper  to  deter- 
mine fuch  Things,  would  have  been  left  at  full  Liberty 
to  chufe  the  Medium  of  any  Number  of  Years  a.^ter,  or  the 
Medium  of  any  Number  of  Years  before  his  Majefty's  Ac- 
ceflion ;  and  if  we  had  chofe  the  Medium  of  ei^lic  Years 
before  his  Majefty's  Acceflion,  which  we  certainly  ought  to 
have  done,  the  Medium  would  not  have  amounted  to  the 
Sum  now  under  our  Confideration  ;  becaufe  the  Abufe  with 
refpeft  to  the  Confumption  of  home  made  Spirits  was  not 
near  fo  great  in  the  eight  Years  preceding  his  Majefty's  Ac- 
ceflion, as  it  has  been  in  the  eiglit  Years  fmce  ;  and  every  one 
knows  hovv  greatly  the  Produce  of  the  Duties  upon  foreign 
Spirits  increafed  after  that  miraculous  7'ide  wliichopened  the 
Port  of  Dunkirk,  and  which  brought  in  upon  us  an  Inunda- 
tion of  French  Brandies  under  the  Name  of  Flemifti  ;  info- 
much  that  in  the  Year  1723,  which  was  the  Year  after  tliat 
prodigious  T^ide,  and  but  two  Years  a.fter  a  very  remark- 
able Change  in  our  Adminiilration,  the  Diuies  on  foreif'n 
Brandies  and  Spirits  amounted  to  above  70,000  !.  whereas 
in  the  Year  1721,  they  did  not  amount  to  25,000!.  and  we 
likewife  know,  that,  fmce  his  ?v4ajefty's  Acceflion,  this  In- 
undation has  rather  increafed  than  diminiihed. 

*  But  again,  Sir,  fuppofing  we  were  to  take  this  Matter 

in 
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in  the  bell   Light  we  can  for  the  Crown,  and  in  the  worft 
Light  for  the  People  :  Suppofing  thatwe  ought  to  calculate 
the  Lofs  which  the  Civil  Lift  may  fuftain,  by  diminifhing  the 
Confumption  of  fpirituous  Liquors,  from  a  Medium  of  eight 
Years  to  be  computed  from  the  Time  of  his  Majefty's  hap- 
py Acceffion  to  the  Throne  to  Midfummer  laft  ;    yet  furely 
the  extraordinary  Increafe  that  happened  in  the  Duties  upon 
foreign  Brandies  and  Spirits  in  the  Year  1733,  ought  not  to 
be  brought  into  that  Calculation  ;  for  in  that  Year,  we  may 
remember  we  reaffumed  our  Defire  to  encourage  our  own 
Diftillery,    and    for  that    Reafon    French  Brandies   being 
wanted,  as  was  pretended,  to  mix   up  with  and  redlify  our 
own  Spirits,  as  well  as  for  the   Love  and  Elleeni  we  bore 
the  French,  a  Law  was  paffed,  for  lowering  the  Duties  upon 
French  Brandies,   and  for  making  all  foreign  Brandies  pay 
an  equal  Duty  with  them  :  This  of  courfe  gave  the  Alarm 
to  our  old  Friends  at  Dunkirk,  who  forefaw  that  they  could 
no  longer  import  French  Brandies  upon  us  under  the  Name 
of  Flemifh,    and  therefore,  before  that  Aft  took  Place,  they 
brought  in  fuch  large  Quantities  of  Brandy,  that  the  Duties 
on  foreign  Brandies  and  Spirits,  for  that  Year  only  amounted 
to  near  318,0001.    which  was  near  200,000!.   more  than 
was  ufual  in  any  one  Year  ;   yet  this  extraordinary  and  ca- 
fual  Produce  feems  now  intended  to  be  brought  in,  for  mag- 
nifying the  Lofs  which  the  Civil  Lift  may  fuftain  by  dimi- 
nifhing the  Confumption  of  fpirituous  Liquors,   and  for  in- 
crealing  the  Sum,  with  which  the  People  are  to  be  loaded 
for  making  good  that  pretended  Lofs.     I  fay  pretended  Lofs, 
Sir,   becaufe  I  am  convinced  the  whole  will  appear  to  be  fo, 
and  therefore  I  am  now  for  filling  up  the  Blank   with  the 
fmallcft  Sum  I  have  here  propofed  ;   but  when  the  Queftion 
comes  to  be  put  upon  the  Claufe  in  general,    I  ftiall  give  my 
Negative  to  the  Whole,  and  for  that  Reafon  I  Ihall  give 
myielf  very  little  Concern  about  the  Sum   with  which  it  :3 
now  to  be  filled  up.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  as  follows,  viz. 

Sir, 
'  I  (hall  not  take  up  your  Time  with  endeavouring  to  Argu-rer-fc: 
(hew,  that  the  Lofs  which  the  Crown  may  fuftain,  by  lelTen-  |!,''t.v,|t'A:^ 
ing  the  Confumption  of  fpirituous  Liquors,    cannot  be  made 
good  by  the  Increafe  that  muft  thereby  be  occafioned  in  the 
Confumption  of  other  Liquors  ;    becaufe  I  do  not  take  it  to 
be  the  Queftion  now  before  us :    It  is  evident  from  the  Ac- 
counts upon  our  Tabic,   that  his  Majefty's  Share  of  the  Da- 
ties  upon   fpirituous  Liquors  has  for  thefe  eight  Years  laft 
paft  amounted  yearly  to  about  70,000  1.  one  Year  with  ano- 
ther,   therefore  if  the  whole  of  thefe  Duties  be  for  the  fu- 
ture appropriated  and  made  payable  to  tiie  Aggregate  Fund; 
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Anno  9.  Ceo.  U.  Jt  is  evident,  and  I  think  adnutted  on  both  Sides,  that  his 
Majefty  will  by  fuch  Appropriations  lofe  a  yearly  Revenue 
of  70,000 1.  which  he  has  enjoyed  ever  fince  his  happy  Ac- 
ceffion  to  the  Throne  j  and  that  that  Lofs  ought  to  be 
made  good  to  his  Majefty  is  a  Queftion  that  feems  to  me 
to  have  been  already  determined  by  this  Houfe,  when  we 
agreed  to  thofe  Refolutions  upon  which  this  Bill  was  foun- 
ded :  Therefore  the  only  Queftion  now  before  us,  is,  to  de- 
termine how  much  his  Majefty  will  really  lofe,  in  order  that 
the  fame  may  be  for  the  future  made  good  to  his  Majefty, 
out  of  that  Fund  to  which  we  have  already  appropriated 
thofe  Duties,  which  formerly  belonged  to  his  Majefty's  Civil 
Lift.  This,  in  my  Opinion,  is  no  more  than  doing  that 
Juftice  to  his  Majefty,  which  every  man  in  a  private  Capa- 
picity  would  in  fuch  a  Cafe  moft  reafonably  expeft  from 
another  :  If  I  furrender  a  Part  of  ray  Eftate  to  my  Neigh- 
bour for  his  Conveniency,  it  is  but  reafonable  he  fhould 
make  good  to  me  the  Damage  I  may  fuftain  by  fuch  Surren- 
der. Whether  the  Lofs  his  Majefty  will  moft  certainly  fuftain, 
by  taking  from  him  thofe  Duties  which  formerly  belonged 
to  him,  may  be  made  good  by  the  Increafe  of  fome  of 
the  other  Duties  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift,  is  a  Queftion 
of  a  different  Nature  :  I  am  certain  it  cannot  now  be  de- 
termined whether  there  be  any  fuch  Increafe  or  not ;  and  if 
any  fuch  Increafe  fhould  hereafter  appear,  then  it  will  be 
Time  enough  to  determine  how  that  Increafe  ought  to  be 
difpofed  of. 

*  Now,  Sir,  with  Refpedl  to  the  Lofs  his  Majefty  may 
fuftain,  and  the  Method  by  which  the  ^antum  of  that 
Lofs  is  to  be  determined,  it  feems  a  little  odd  to  me,  that, 
in  order  to  put  a  Value  upon  a  Lofs  which  his  Majefty  muft 
fuftain,  by  taking  from  him  a  Revenue  which  he  has  en- 
joyed, Gentlemen  fhould  propofe  to  put  a  Value  upon  that 
Lofs,  by  computing  the  Produce  of  a  Revenue  which  his 
Majefty  never  enjoyed  :  This  Method  of  Computation  ap- 
pears to  me  fo  very  extraordinary,  that  I  think  I  need  only 
put  it  in  its  true  Light,  in  order  to  ftiew  that  it  is  a  Me- 
thod we  ought  not  to  take.  But  it  is  faid  that  when  the  Par- 
liament, which  eftabliftied  the  prefent  Civil  Lift  Revenue, 
were  confidering  what  Duties  would  be  fufficient  for  raifing 
the  Revenue,  which  they  thought  was  neceffary  for  fup- 
porting  his  Majefty's  Houftiold  and  Family,  they  could  not 
have  under  their  Confideration  the  Produce  of  thofe  Duties 
in  Time  to  come.  In  this,  Sir,  I  happen  to  be  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent Opinion  ;  for  as  they  were  confidering  what  Duties 
would  be  fufficient  to  raife  a  future  Revenue,  I  think  they 
could  confider  only  a  future  Produce  ;  and  the  Method  in 
which  that  Revenue  was  eftablifhed  ftiews,  that  they  had 
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under  their  View  only  the  future  Produce  of  thofe  Duties,  Ani;o9.  ncn.  n. 
which  they  appropriated  to  the  raifing  of  that  Revenue  : 
They  confidered  that  800,000  ].  a  Year  was  the  leall  that 
was  neceffary  for  fupporting  his  Majefty's  Houiliold  and  Fa- 
mily, and  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  future  Produce  of  thofe  Du- 
ties, which  were  then  appropriated  towards  raifing  that 
Sum  yearly,  fhould  fall  lliort,  they  obliged  themfelves  to 
make  it  good  :  The  yearly  Sum  of  800,000 1.  I  fay,  they 
reckoned  the  leaft  that  was  neceffary  for  the  Pui  pofes  intend- 
ed ;  but  then  they  confidered,  that  even  a  large  Sum  might 
be  beneficially  applied  to  the  fame  Purpofes,  and  therefore, 
in  Cafe  the  future  Produce  of  thofe  Duties  fhould  amount  to 
more  than  800,000  1.  a  Year,  thofe  SurplufFes  by  them  were 
likewife  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lill,  :;nd  his  Majelly  has 
as  good  a  Right  to  thofe  SurplufFes,  if  any  has  arifcn,  or 
fhould  arife,  as  he  has  to  any  Part  of  the  800,000 1.  a  Year. 

'  From  this  Confideration,  Sir,  every  Gentleman  mufl 
{ee,  that,  if  by  any  new  Regulation  we  diminifh  the  Pro- 
duce of  any  of  thofe  Duties  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift, 
we  are  in  Jullice  to  his  Majelty  obliged  to  make  good  the 
Lofs  which  the  Civil  Lift  may  thereby  fuflain  ;  for  I  hope 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  never  aft  fo  childifh  a 
Part  as  to  make  a  Grant  in  one  Year,  and  to  take  back  that 
Grant,  or  any  Part  of  that  Grant  in  the  next  :  We  may 
be  obliged,  for  the  Sake  of  the  publick  Good,  to  make 
fome  Alterations  in  the  Grants  we  have  made,  or  may 
hereafter  make  ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  never  fhall  make 
any  fuch  Alterations  without  the  Confent  of  all  thofe  in-te- 
refted  therein,  or  without  making  good  the  Lofs  they  may 
fuftain.  The  Grant  of  the  Civil  Lift,  as  it  now  flands 
eftablifhed,  I  muft  look  upon  in  the  fame  Way  as  if  one 
Gentleman,  for  Favour  and  AfFedlion,  or  fome  other  Con- 
fideration, fhould  make  a  Grant  or  a  Prefent  to  another  of 
a  Ticket  in  the  prefent  Lottery  with  this  Condition,  that 
if  it  came  up  a  Blank,  he  would  give  him  5  1.  in  Lieu 
thereof,  but  if  it  came  up  a  large  Prize,  the  Whole  fhould 
belong  to  the  Grantee.  Now  if,  after  fuch  a  Grant  made 
in  the  moil  folemn  Manner,  the  Ticket  fliould  come  up  a 
large  Prize,  I  fhould  think  the  Granter  both  very  childiH/ 
and  very  unjufl:,  if  he  infifted  upon  having  any  Share  in 
that  Prize,  or  upon  taking  any  Part  of  it  from  the  Grantee, 
without  giving  him  an  adequate  Confideration.  We  are  not 
now  to  inquire  whether  the  Duties  granted  to  the  Civil  Liil 
produce  more  than  8oo,cool.  a  Year,  or  not;  but  if  they 
do  really  produce  more,  that  Surplus  is  a  Sort  of  Prize  we 
have  already  granted  to  his  Majelly,  and  we  nciiher  cm 
r.or   ought  to  take  anv  Part  of  that  Surplus  from  him,  or 
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Anno  9.  Geo.  II.  to  make  any  Alteration  by  which  that  Surplus  may  be  di- 
minifhed,  without  making  good  the  Lofs  in  fome  other 
Way  ;  and  that  Lofs  ought  certainly  to  be  computed  from 
the  Produce  of  the  Grant  fince  it  was  made,  for  before 
the  Grant  was  made,  there  could  be  no  fuch  Produce. 

*  Having  now,    Sir,   (hewn  that  it  would  be  a  moft  pre- 
pofterous  Method  of  Computation,   to  compute  the  Lofs  his 
Majefty  may  fuftain,  from  a  Medium    of  the  Produce  of 
any  Number  of  Years  before  his  Acceflion,  I  think  I  need 
not  take  any  Notice  of  thofe  Alterations  which  happened 
in  the  Duties  upon  Spirituous  Liquors,   or  any  other  Du- 
ties, before  that  happy  Period  ;   but  give  me  Leave  to  take 
fome  Notice  of  that  Alteration  or  Increafe,  which  happened 
in  the  Year  1733,   with  refped  to  the  Duties  on    foreign 
Brandies  and  Spirits  ;   and  give  me  Leave  to  fay,  that  from 
the  very  Nature   of  that  Increafe,  it  appears  to  me   evi- 
dent, that  it   ought  to  be  taken  into  the  Calculation,    in 
order  to  increafe  the  Medium  of  the    Produce  of  the  eight 
Years  fmce  his  Majefty's  Acceflion  ;  becaufe  the  large  Quan- 
tities of  Flemifli  and  Dutch  Brandies,  that  were  then  impor- 
ted,  were  not  all  brought  hither  to  be  confumed  within  that 
Year,   there  having  been  in  that  Year  no  greater  Confump- 
tion,   I  believe,   of  fuch  Liquors  than  in  former  Years  :  No, 
Sir,   they   were  imported,    in  order   to  avoid   paying  that 
high  Duty  which  was  foon  after  to  take  Place,  and  were  to 
be  lodged  here  as  a  Stock  in  Hand,  in  order  to  fupply  the 
Confumption  for  feveral  Years  then  to  come,  therefore  we 
mult  fuppofe  that  that  Stock,   which  v/as  then   thrown   in 
upon  us,    lias  lelTened  the  Importation  of  fuch  Liquors,  and 
confequently   the   Produce  of  the    Duties   upon  them    ever 
iince  ;   fo  that  to   exclude  that  Increafe   from  our  prefent 
Computation,   would  be  doing  a  manifefl:  Injury  to  his  Ma- 
jeily,    becaufe  it  would  be  taking   from  him  the  Advantage 
which  appears  upon  one  Side  of  the  Account,  without  mak- 
ing any  Allowance  for  the  Lofs,  with  which  that  Advantage 
ii   balanced  upon  the  other  Side  of  the  Account. 

*  From  thefe  Confiderations,  Sir,  I  am  convinced  that 
7c,coo  J.  is  the  leall  Sum  the  Crown  can  lofe,  by  taking 
from  the  Civil  Lift  that  Share  it  formerly  had  of  the  Du- 
ties on  Spirituous  Liquors ;  and  as  we  cannot  now  have  any 
Certainty  that  any  Part  of  this  Lofs  will  be  made  good, 
by  the  Increafe  of  the  Duties  on  other  Liquor?,  therefore 
I  fhnll  give  my  Negative  to  the  prefent  QuelHon,  in  order 
that  the  ("^isition  may  be  next  put  for  filling  up  the  Blank 
in  this  Claufe  with  the  Sum  of  70,000  1.  to  which  I  Ihall 
mnft  heartily  give  my  Affirmative.' 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  Members,  who  were  for 
granting  only  43,000!.  for  the  fafd  Deiicic;:cv,  as  fol- 
ic u's  :  Sir, 
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*  Tho'  the  proper  Queftion  now  before  us  be  not,  whether  \ i'^-    _f 

the  Civil  Lift  may  be  a  Lofer  or  a  Gainer  by  diminilhing  Farther  Argumemt 
the  Confumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  yet  we  find  from  fnortTa^«,S^u 
what  has  been  faid  on  both  Sides,  that  it  is  impoifible  to  ar- 
gue  upon  the  prefent  Queflion,  without  touching  a  little 
what  belongs  to  the  other  ;  and  when  we  do  come  to  the 
other,  I  hope  to  make  it  as  plain  as  Figures  can  make  it, 
that  without  any  Allowance  from  the  Aggregate  Fundj  as  is 
propofed  by  this  Claufe,  the  Civil  Lift  will  be  a  Gainer  by 
the  Diminution,  or  rather  Prohibition  of  the  Ufe  of  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors  by  JRetail  :  But  in  confidering  this  Queftion, 
we  ought  to  diftinguifh  moft  accurately  what  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  other  Side  feem  moft  induftrioufly  to  confound:  We 
ought  to  diftinguifh  between  this  Queftion,  Whether  the 
Civil  Lift  will  be  a  Lofcr  by  taking  from  it  the  Share  it 
formerly  had  in  the  Duties  upon  Spirituous  Liquors  ?  And 
the  other  Queftion,  Whether  the  Civil  Lift  will  upon  the 
Whole  be  a  Lofer  by  diminifhing  the  Confumption  of  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors  ? 

*  With  Regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Queftions,  Sir,  it  is 
what  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  ;  for  no  A'lan  ever  doubt- 
ed, but  that  the  Civil  Lift  will  be  a  Lofer  by  taking  from 
it  that  Share  of  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  it  :  But  with  Regard  to  the  other 
Queftion,  U  the  Lofs  the  Civil  Lift  may  fuftain  by  diminifh- 
ing the  Confumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  or  even  by  tak- 
ing from  it  the  Share  it  had  formerly  in  the  Duties  upon 
fuch  Liquors,  if  this  Lofs,  I  fay,  be  made  good  to  the  Civil 
Lift,  by  the  Increafe  that  will  thereby  be  occafioned  in  its 
Share  of  the  Duties  upon  Beer  and  Ale  and  all  other  Sorts 
of  Liquors,  are  we  then  bound,  either  in  Juftice  or  Honour, 
to  make  that  Lofs  a  fecond  Time  good  to  the  Civil  Lift,  out 
of  that  Fund  which  is  appropriated  to  the  Payment  of  our 
Debts,  and  to  the  Relief  of  our  People  from  the  heavy 
Taxes  they  groan  under  ?  I  fay.  No,  Sir  ;  both  Honour 
and  Juftice  are,  in  my  Opinion,  ftaked  upon  the  other  Side 
of  the  Queftion,  and  I  hope  this  Houfe  will  always  be  upon 
that  Side,  where  they  are  at  Stake. 

'  It  is  true.  Sir,  that  by  the  prefent  Eftablifliment  of  the 
Civil  Lift  there  are  a  great  many  Duties  appropriated  to- 
wards the  raifing  of  that  Revenue,  v/ith  the  Provifo,  that  if 
they  do  not  produce  800. ceo  1.  yearly,  if  there  happens  a 
Deficiency,  we  are  to  make  it  good  ;  but  if  there  happens 
an  Increafe  or  Surplus^  the  Whole  fhall  belong  to  hit  Ma- 
]efty.  This,  I  grant,  is  the  prefent  Eftablifhment  of  that 
Revenue,  but  this  Day's  Debate  fhew  us  the  Inconvenience 
of  making  fuch  Eftablifliments  ;  and  I  am  very  fure,  that 
A  a   J  neither 
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neither  hisMajefty  nor  the  Parliament  ever  thought,  or  ever 
intended,  that  any  of  thofe  SurplufTcs  ftiould  be  increafed  by 
any  Thing  that  might  tend  to  the  Dellruftion  of  the  People 
in  general  ;  nor  was  it  ever  intended,  that  the  Parliament 
Ihould  not  have  it  in  its  Power  to  prevent,  or  to  put  a  Stop 
to  a  pernicious  Confumption,  without  making  good  to  the 
Civil  Lill  the  Surplus  that  had  arifen  from  that  very  perni- 
cious Confumption.  It  may  as  well  be  pretended,  that  if 
the  Plague  {hould  fpread  itfelf  over  Spain  and  Portugal,  we 
could  not  prohibit  Commerce  with  them,  or  prevent  the 
Importation  of  their  Wines,  without  making  good  to  the 
Civil  Lill  its  Share  in  the  Duties  upon  thofe  Wines,  at  a 
Medium  to  be  computed  for  eight  Years  paft  :  Whereas  in 
fuch  a  Cafe,  I  believe,  it  will  be  granted,  that  the  higheft 
Obligation  we  could  lye  under,  would  be  to  make  the  Civil 
Lill  good  800,000  1.  a  Year,  in  Cafe  the  Produce  of  the  other 
Duties  appropriated  for  that  Purpofe  Ihould  fall  ftiort  of 
that   Sum. 

'  But,  Sir,  the  Cafe  now  under  our  Confideration  flands 
in  a  much  itronger  Light  ;  for  if  all  the  Duties  appropriated 
to  the  Civil  Lill  now  produce  a  Million  Sterling  yearly,  the 
llegulation  vv'e  are  to  make,  tho'  it  may  intirely  take  away 
one  Branch  of  that  Revenue,  or  very  much  diminifh  it,  yet 
it  v.'ill  incrcafe  feme  of  the  others  fo  much,  that  altogether 
they  will  llill  produce  at  Icalt  a  Million  yearly  ;  and  the  ut- 
moit  that  can  be  pretended  i?,  that  the  Parliament  fhall  not 
by  any  new  Regulation  diniinini  the  general  Produce,  or 
general  Surplus  of  the  Civil  Lill  Revenue,  as  it  flands  at 
prefent,  or  may  Hand  at  any  future  Period  of  Time.  Nay, 
even  with  Refpedl  to  this  general  Produce  of  the  whole  Du- 
ties a.  propriated  to  the  Civil  Lill,  we  ought  to  diftinguifu 
between  thofe  Regulations,  which  may  proceed  from  acci- 
dental Misfortunes  or  the  Nature  of  Things,  and  thofe 
Regulations  which  may  proceed  meerly  from  the  Will  and 
Authority  of  Parliament  ;  bccaufe  his  Majeily's  unaccoun- 
table Right  to  this  general  Produce  muft  remain  fubjecfl  to 
the  former,  tho'  perhaps  not  to  the  latter  :  If  the  Parlia- 
ment (hould  difcharge  or  give  up  any  of  the  Duties  now  ap- 
propriated to  the  Civil  Liil,  or  apply  them  to  fome  other  Ufe, 
it  niight  perhaps  be  faid  that  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  make 
the  Lofs  good  to  his  Mr.jelly,  even  tho'  it  fhould  be  macr 
appear,  that  the  remaining  Duties  would  produce  more  than 
800,000 1.  a  Year  :  This,  I  fay,  might  be  faid,  tho'  I  ara 
far  from  thinking  fo  ;  but  if  a  War,  or  a  Plague,  or  any 
fuch  Misfortune  fhould  oblige  us  to  make  a  Regulation,  by 
which  the  Produce  of  any  one  of  the  Duties  now  appro- 
priated to  the  Civil  Lill  fhould  be  intirely  annihilated,  or 
very  much  diminifhed;,  I  am  fure  it  could  not  be  faid,  that 
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we  fliould  be  obliged  to  make  the  Lofs  good  to  the  Civil  Anno9.  Geo.ii. 
Lift,  as  long  as  the  remaining  Duties  produced  the  full  Sum 
of  800,000 1,  a  Year  ;  and  the  Reafon  is  plain,  becaufe 
this  was  a  Misfortune  incident  to  the  Duty  when  granted, 
and  therefore  the  Grant  of  that  Duty  muft  ftill  remain  li- 
able to  this  Misfortune. 

*  Now,  Sir,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  if  inftead  of  the  high 
Duties  by  this  Bill  propofed,  we  had  made  a  fevere  Law 
againft  Drunkennefs,  and  had  inflifted  high  Penalties  upon 
all  thofe  who  (hould  have  got  drunk,  or  fhould  have  allowed 
any  Perfon  to  get  drunk  in  any  of  their  Houfes,  after  Mi- 
chaelmas next ;  and  had  by  fuch  Means  put  an  effedlual  Stop 
to  that  pernicious  Praftice  of  drinking  to  Excefs,  would  not 
fuch  a  falutary  Law  have  much  diminilhed  the  Produce  of 
moft  of  thofe  Duties  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift  ?  In 
which  Cafe  I  would  gladly  afk  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other 
Side  of  the  Queftion,  If  they  would,  or  could  with  any 
Reafon  have  infifted,  that  we  were  obliged  to  make  the  Lofs 
good  to  his  Majefty,  even  tho'  the  remaining  Produce  fliould 
Itill  have  amounted  to  above  800,000  1.  a  Year  ?  And  again 
I  would  afk  them.  Wherein  the  DiiFerence  lyes  between  a 
Law  for  prohibiting  Drunkennefs,  and  a  Law  for  laying 
fuch  high  Duties  upon  Liquors,  as  to  prevent  its  being  in 
the  Power  of  moft  IVlen  to  purchafe  a  Quantity  fufficient  for 
making  them  drunk  ? 

*  I  Ihall  agree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman,  Sir,  that 
if  I  furrender  a  Part  of  my  Eftate  to  my  Neighbour  for  his 
Conveniency,  it  is  moft  reafonable  he  ihould  make  good  to 
me  the  Damage  I  may  fuftain  by  fuch  Surrender  :  But  how 
is  this  applicable  to  the  prefent  Cafe  ?  We  do  not  defire  any 
Surrender,  we  delire  that  the  Duties  may  ftand  appropriated 
as  they  are  at  prefent  ;  and  we  infift  upon  it,  that  no  Damage 
can  happen  to  his  Majefty  by  what  we  propofe :  It  is  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  other  Side  of  the  Queftion  who  infift  upon 
making  a  Surrender,  and  tho'  they  know  they  can  fuitain 
no  Damage  by  that  Surrender,  yet  they  infift  upon  our  pay- 
ing them  what  Price  they  pleafe  to  fet  upon  it.  We  have 
indeed  given  a  Lottery  Ticket,  and  I  believe  that  Ticket 
has  proved  to  be  a  Benefit  Ticket ;  We  do  not  defire  to  take 
away  any  Part  of  that  Benefit ;  but  we  find,  that  the  very 
Fund  from  which  that  Benefit  is  to  arife,  is  in  Danger;  and 
we  only  defire,  that  thofe  to  whom  we  gave  this  Benefit 
Ticket,  would  join  with  us  in  Meafures  for  preferving  that 
Fund  :  This  is  but  reafonable  ;  and  fince  this  can  no  way 
diminifli  the  Benefit  they  are  entitled  to,  it  is  not  rea- 
fonable they  fhould  infift  upon  our  giving  them  another  Be- 
nefit Ticket  for  joining  with  us  in  a  Meafurc,  which  appear.\ 
to  be  ncceffary  for  our  mutual  Prefervati4»n, 

*  Fro:r, 
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*  From  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  think  it  is  evident,  that 
akho'  the  Civil  Lift  were  to  fufFer  by  diminifhing  the  Con- 
fumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  we  are  not  obliged  to  make 
good  the  Lofs ;  But  as  the  Blank  in  the  Claufe  now  before 
us  mull  be  fill'd  up  with  fome  one  Sum  or  another,  I  fhall 
now  confider  what  has  been  faid  with  refped  to  the  Method 
of  calculating  the  Sum,  with  which  that  Blank  is  to  be  filled 
up  ;    and  as  upon  the   prefent  Occafion   the  Eftablifhment 
of  the  Civil  Lilt  has  been  reprefented   to  us  as   a   Grant 
from  the  Parliament  to  the  Crown,  which  ought  not  to  be 
touched  or  in  the  leaft  diminifhed,  even  for  the  Safety  and 
Prefervation  of  the  People,  I  muft  take  Notice  of  one  Rule 
obferved  by  all  Courts  of  Equity  in  the  World,  and  that  is, 
to  explain  the  doubtful  Meaning  of  a  Grant,  by  that  which 
may  be  prefumed  to  have  been  the  Meaning  of  the  Grantor 
at  the  Time  the  Grant  was  made.     Suppofe  then.  Sir,  we 
had  had  at  that  Time  a  Prophet  amongll  us,  and  that  Pro- 
phet had  informed  the  Parliament,  that  in  a  few  Years  after, 
the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors  would  increafe  confiderably, 
and   that  our  People  would   begin  to  drink  fo  exceffively  of 
fuch  Liquors,  that  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  People  it 
would  become  neceffary  to  put  a  Stop  to  that  Excefs :  Sup- 
pofe, that  upon  fuch  Information  a  Queftion  had  arifen  in 
that  Parliament,   for  obliging  any   future  Parliament  that 
might  find  it  neceflary  to  put  a  Stop  to  that  Excefs,  to  make 
good  to  the  Civil  Lilt  its  Share  in  thofe  Duties  according  to 
the  Value  it  fhould  arife  to  by  that  Excefs,  and  according 
to  a  Computation  to  be  made  at  the  very  Time  when  that 
Excefs  was  to  be  at  its  higheft  Pitch.     Can  we  imagine  that 
fuch  a  Queflion  would  have  met  with  any  Reception  in  that 
Parliament,  or  in  any  Parli.^ment  ?  And  if  we  cannot  fup- 
pofe  it  would,  can  we  prefume,  that  that  Parliament  meant 
or  intended  to  give  his  Majeity  fuch  an  indelible  Right  to 
the  Increafe,  that  might  happen  by  the  Extravagance  of  the 
People  in  any  of  thofe  Duties  then  appropriated  to  the  Civil 
Lill,  that  it  fhould  not  be  in  the  Power  of  any  future  Par- 
liament to  put  a  Stop   to   the  Extravagance  of  the  People, 
without  making  good  to  his  Majefty's  Civil  Liil  the  Increafe 
that  had  arifen  by  that  Extravagance  ? 

*  To  illuftrate  this  Matter  ftill  a  little  more  clearly,  fup- 
pofe,  Sir,  that  Parliament  which  eftablillied  the  Civil  Liil 
had  laid  a  Duty  upon  Laudanum,  and  had  appropriated  that 
Duty  to  the  Civil  Lill :  Suppofe  that  in  a  few  Years  after, 
the  Ufe  of  Laudanum  fluruld  have  become  more  general 
and  more  excclhve  in  this  Nation  than  ever  it  was  in  Turkey, 
infomuch  that  Multitudes  of  our  People  fhould  have  been 
every  Day  found  in  the  Street^,  murdered  by  the  excelTive 
ffe  of  that  Poyfon  ;  and  that  by  thir.  general  and  exceffive 

Confumption 


(    i9»     ) 

Confumption  the  Duties  upon  it  fiiould  have  occafloned  a  Anno  9.  ceo.  11. 

vaft  Increafe  in  his  Majefty's  Civil  Lift  Revenue,  will   any  ''''  ' 

Gentleman    pretend,    that  the  Parliament  could   not  make 

any  Regulation  for  preventing  the  Abufe  of  that  Poyfon, 

without  making  good   to  his  Majefty   the  Increafe  in  the 

Civil  Lift  Revenue,  that  had  been  occafioned  by  that  Abufe  ? 

Is  not  this  the  very  Cafe  with  refpefl  to  Spirituous  Liquors  ? 

Therefore  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  it  faid,  that  we  cannot  put 

a  Stop  to,  or  prevent  the  Abufe  of  fuch  Liquors,  without 

making  good  to  his  Majefty  the  Increafe  in  the  Civil  Lift 

Revenue  that  has  been  occafioned  by  that  very  Abufe  ? 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  fully  ftiewn  what  could  not 
be  the  Meaning  or  Intention  of  the  Parliament,  when  they 
granted  to  his  Majefty  the  whole  Produce  of  thofe  Duties 
they  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift  ;  but  now  let  us  inquire  a 
little  what  may  be  prefumed  to  have  been  their  Intention  : 
For  my  own  Part,  I  believe  the  only  Meaning  or  Intention 
they  had,  was  a  good-natured  one,  to  give  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  a  little  more  Latitude  in  the  Difpofal  of  the  Civil 
Lift  Revenue,  and  to  prevent  their  being  put  to  the  Trouble 
of  laying  the  Accounts  of  that  Revenue  yearly  before  Par- 
liament. But  fuppofe  they  meant  to  grant  his  Majefty  a 
Right  to  the  whole  Produce  of  thofe  Duties,  as  it  then  ilood 
according  to  the  Calculations  they  had  made,  which  is  the 
utmoft  tJiat  can  be  fuppofed  they  meant  ;  upon  this  Suppo- 
fition,  in  order  to  know  what  his  Majefty  has  a  Right  to  by 
that  Grant,  we  muft  examine  into  the  Calculations  they  may 
have  been  fuppofed  to  have  made  for  afcertaining,  or  at  leaft 
gueffing  at,  the  Value  of  what  they  were  about  to  grant.  In 
this  Cafe  we  are  told,  that  as  they  were  confidering  what 
Duties  would  be  fufficient  to  raife  a  future  Revenue,  they 
could  have  under  their  Confideration  only  a  future  Produce. 
I  am  forry,  Sir,  to  hear  fuch  a  Manner  of  arguing  in  a 
Matter  of  fuch  Confequence  :  For  the  raifing  of  a  future 
Revenue,  to  be  fure  a  future  Produce  muft  be  applied,  but 
when  People  are  confidering  and  calculating  what  the  Amount 
of  that  future  Produce  may  be,  and  whether  it  will  be  fuf- 
ficient to  raife  fuch  a  future  Revenue,  furely  their  Calcula- 
tions muft  be  founded  upon  their  Experience  of  what  is  part, 
or  upon  their  Knowledge  of  what  is  then  prefent  :  If  it  is 
a  new  Duty,  they  found  their  Calculations  on  what  is  then 
f.ippofed  to  be  the  Quantity  or  the  Value  of  the  Goods, 
made  liable  to  that  new  Duty  ;  and  if  it  is  an  eld  Duty, 
they  always  confider  the  Produce  of  that  Duty  for  fuch  u. 
Number  of  Years  paft,  and  from  thence  calculate  what  it 
may  produce  in  Time  to  come  ;  therefore  we  cannot  fuppofe 
that  the  Parliament  which  citablifhed  the  Civil  Lift,  granted, 
or  intended   to  grant,  any  more  than  a  Share  of  the  Produce 
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of  the  Duties  upon  Spirituous  Liquors,  at  a  Medium  calcu- 
lated for  feven  or  eight  Years  before  his  Majefty's  Acceflion  ; 
and  for  this  Reafon,  fuppofmg  that  we  are  obliged  to  make 
that  Grant  good  to  his  Majelty,  which  I  am  far  from  think' 
ing,  the  Sum  we  are  now  to  give  to  the  Civil  Lill  for  making 
that  Grant  good,  ought  to  be  taken  from  a  Medium  cal- 
culated for  feven  or  eight  Years  before  his  Majefty's  Accef- 
fiori,  and  not  from  a  Medium  fince  his  Majefty's  Acceifion, 
which  has  been  greatly  increafed  by  the  very  Abufe  we 
are  now  about  to  reftify. 

*  It  has  likewife  been  faid.  Sir,  that  it  feems  a  little 
odd,  for  Gentlemen  to  propofe  putting  a  Value  upon  the 
Lofs  his  Majefty  may  fuftain  by  taking  from  him  a  Re- 
venue which  he  has  enjoyed,  by  computing  the  Produce  of 
a  Revenue  he  never  enjoyed.  Surely  every  Gentleman  mull 
fee  the  Fallacy  of  this  Argument :  We  do  not  defire  to 
take  any  Revenue  from  his  Majefty,  and  therefore  we  are 
not  to  compute  the  Lofs  he  may  fuftain  by  the  taking  of 
any  Revenue  from  him  ;  but  if  any  Revenue  be  taken  from 
him,  the  Parliament  we  fay  is  obliged  to  make  it  good 
only  according  to  that  Value  which  was  put  upon  it  by 
the  Parliament  that  granted  it,  and  not  according  to  the 
increafed  Value  it  may  fince  have  arifen  to,  by  an  Abufe 
which  ought,  long  before  this  Time,  to  have  been  effedlu- 
ally  prevented. 

'  With  Refpe£l,  Sir,  to  the  great  Increafe  of  Foreign 
Brandies  and  Spirits,  that  happened  in  the  Year  1733,  by 
the  great  Importation  of  French  Brandies  under  the  Name 
of  Flemifti,  I  ftiall  readily  grant  that  they  were  not  import- 
ed for  immediate  Confumption,  but  in  order  to  remain,  and 
be  kept  here  as  a  Stock  in  Hand  ;  nay,  I  muft  go  farther,  I 
muft  fuppofe,  that  all  or  moli  of  them  ftill  remain  here  as 
a  Stock  in  Hand  ;  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  any  great  Quantity 
of  them  has  yet  been  confumed,  becaufe  the  Duties  upon 
Foreign  Brandies  h.ive  been  as  high  in  the  Year  1734,  and 
1735,  as  they  were  in  any  two  Years  before  1733.  And 
the  Reafon  of  this  may  be  eafily  affigned  ;  for  as  the  Mer- 
chants at  Dunkirk  were  obliged  to  make  their  Importations 
in  1733,  in  a  great  Hurry,  they  had  not  Time  to  fend  to 
Nantz  and  other  Places  of  France  for  old  Brandies,  there- 
fore they  run  in  upon  us  all  the  new  Brandies  they  had  in 
their  Cellars  at  Dunkirk  i  but  as  thcfe  new  Brandies  could 
not  be  fit  to  be  drank  in  the  Year  1734,  or  1735,  our 
Confumption  for  the  two  Years  was  fiipph'ed  by  new  Im- 
portations of  old  Brandies  from  France  :  From  whence  we 
muft  reckon,  that  the  great  Importation  in  the  Year  1733 
has  no  wtiys  leftened  the  Duties  upon  Foreign  Brandies  or 
Spirits  for  thefe  iaft  two  Years,  but   may   vejy  probably  do 

fo 
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fo  for  two  or  three  Years  to  come;  and  therefore  we  muft  Anno9.  Geo. n, 
grant)  that  to  include  the  Increafe  of  thofe  Duties  in  the  ,      jj^^ 
Year  1733  in  our  prefent  Computation,  is  reckoning  all  the 
Advantage,  which  happened  by  that  cafual  Importation,  to  the 
Account  of  the  Civil  Lift,  in  order  to  bring  a  double  Lofs 
upon  the  Sinking  Fund  ;  for  that  facred  Fund  is  to  be  charg- 
ed with  near  4000 1.  a  Year,    during  his  Majelty's  Life, 
more  than  it  would  have  been  charged  with,  if  no  fuch  ex- 
traordinary Importation  had  ever  happened  ;  and  by   that 
extraordinary  Importation,  and  the  Decreafe  in   the   Duties 
on  Foreign  Brandies,    which  muft  thereby  be  occafioned  for 
feveral  Years  to  come,  that  Fund   to  which  thofe  Duties  are 
now  to  be  appropriated  muft  lofe  a  very  confiderable  Sum.'      in  a  Committee  of 
Then  the  Queftion  being  put  for  filling  up  the  Blank  with  7o^^°."is  vo"cd, 
the  Sum  of  43,000!.  it  was   upon  a  Divifion  carried  in  the  *°''  "iaki';gg?od 

•  1  11  i_,-^n-i-  '"^   Deficiencies, 

Negative,  by  211  to  109;  and  then  the  Queftion  being  put  that  may  tiappen  in 
for  filling  up  the  Blank  with  the  Sum  of  70,0001.  it  was  the  uiu  relating  to 
carred  in  the  AiHrmative  without  a  Divifion.  Spirituous  Liquors. 

Apri/  12.  The  Counfel  for  and  againft'  the  Quaker's  Bill  counfei  heard  for 
were  called  in,  and  the  Bill  being  then  read  a  fecond  Time,  QiukcV's  Bui, 
and  the  feveral  Petitions  againft  it  being  alfo  read,  the  Counfel 
for  the  Petitioners  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury  were  heard  ; 
in  Anfvver  to  whom  the  Counfel  for  the  Bill  were  heard  ;  aud 
then  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioners  of  the  Province  of  York 
were  heard  by  way  of  Reply  :  After  which  the  Counfel  be- 
ing withdrawn,  Mr  Speaker  opened  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe  ; 
then  a  Motion  being  made,  that  the  14th  Seftion  of  an 
Aft  made  in  the  22d  and  23d  of  King  Charles  IL  intitled. 
An  Aft  for  the  better  Settlement  of  the  Maintenance  of  Par- 
fans.  Vicars,  and  Curates  in  the  Parijhes  of  the  City  of 
London,  burnt  by  the  dreadful  Fire  there,  might  be  read,  the 
fame  was  read  accordingly.  By  a  Claufe  in  the  Bill,  even 
as  it  then  ftood,  it  was  propofed  to  be  enafted  thus,    '  That 

*  if  the  annual  Value  of  fuch  Tythes,  Oblations,  and  other 

*  Ecclefiaftical  Dues,    Rights,  Payments,  or  Church  Rates 

*  before-mentioned,  doth  not,  nor  Hull  not  exceed  the  Sum 

*  of  in  fuch  Cafe  no  Quaker  or  Quakers  fiiall  be 
'  fued  or  profecuted,  for  or  on  Account  of  the  fame,  in  any 
'  other  Manner,  than  as  before  direfted,    or  in   any  other 

*  Court ;  neither  fnall  any  fucli  Tythes,  Oblations,  or  other 
'  Ecclefiaftical  Duet;,  Rights,  Payments,  or  Church  Rates, 
"■  not  exceeding  the  faid  yearly  ^'alae  of  be  reco- 

-  verable  againft  Quakers  in  any  other  Court  whatfoever, 
'  nor  in  any  other  Manner,  than  as  by  this  Aft  is  direfted, 

-  uniofs  the  Title  of  fuch  Tythes  be  in  Quel) ion.'  This 
Claufe,  in  all  the  Ptitition-^  prefented  by  the  Clergy  againft 
the  Bill,  was  called,    *  An  P^xcluding  them  from  tne  Benefit 

*  of  the  Lav/3  the';   in  being  for   the   Kfcovevy  of  l^yrhcs 
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'  and  other  Dues,  and  thereby  putting  the  Clergy  of  the 

•  Eltablilhed  Church  upon  a  worfe  Foot  than  the  rell  of  his 

*  Majefty's  Subjeds ; '  therefore  the  faid  Sed^ion  was  read, 
to  fhew,  That  the  alfigning  of  a  proper  Method  for  the  Reco- 
very of  any  Right,  and  excluding  the  Perfons  intitled,  from 
any  other  Remedy,  was  not  a  putting  of  fuch  Perfons  upon 
a  worfe  Foot  than  the  refl  of  his  Majefty's  Subjefts,  nor 
tvas  it  without  Precedent ;  for  by  the  aforefaid  Aft  of  King 
Charles  II.  all  Suits  for  the  recovering  of  Church-Rates  or 
Afleffments,  within  the  City  of  London,  are  to  be  brought 
before  the  Lord  Mayor,  or  upon  his  Negleft  to  execute  the 
Powers  thereby  granted,  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  two  Barons  of  the  Exchequer; 
and,  by  the  faid    14th  Section,    it  is  enaded,    '  That  no 

•  Court  or  Judge  fhall  hold  Plea  of  Money  due  by  V'irtue  .of 

*  that  Ad,  other  than  the  Perfons  thereby  authorized  ; '  and 
yet  the  Clergy  of  London  never  had  complained,  nor  could 
complain,  that  they  were  excluded  from  the  Benefit  of  the 
Laws  of  their  Country,  or  that  they  were  put  upon  a  worfe 
Foot  than  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  Subjeds.' 

wi)ichij  comma-       After  reading  the  above  Sedion,    a  Motion  being  made 
''='^'  for  committing  the  Bill ;  and  the  Queftion  being  pur,  it  was 

carried  in   the  Affirmative,  by   221    to  84  ;  after  which  it 
was  refolved  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe. 
Debate  upon  the        Jprilij^.  The  Amendments  made  by  the  Committee  to 
i('ut°ion°VthcCom-  ^^^  ^'^^  relating  to  Spirituous  Liquors  were  reported   to   the 
rniikc  for  irrp.iting  Houfc,  aud  rcad  a  iirft  Time,  after  which  moil  of  them  were 
70'ioSoK'^  """  °   agreed   to   by   the  Houfe,    without  any  Debate  ;    but  upon 
Reading  the  Claufe  for  giving  70,000!.  to  the  Civil  Lift,  a 
Propofition  was  made   for  altering  that  Claufe,  and  for  fet- 
tling it  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  if  the  whole  Hereditary  and 
Temporary  Excife  fhould,   in  any  one  Year  after  that  Time, 
fall  fhort  of  what  it  had   produced   upon  a   Medium  to  be 
computed   from   his  MajellyVs   Acceftion  to  that  Time,  that 
Deficiency  fnould  be  mads  good  by  the  very  next  Seffion 
of  Pr.rliament. 

7'his  occafioned  a  frcili  Debate,  in  wjiich  the  Argnmenti 
for  the  above  Propofition,  and  againft  that  Claufe,  were  as 

follows,    ViZ. 

Sir, 
/>rn.:ir,t'  :if;.':.it  *  By  thc  Clauff;  as  it  ibnds  at  prefent,  we  are  to  make 
....!  !v.io.u'.:on,  ^  ^^^^,  (^J^,^^J  f^  the  Civil  Lift  of  70,000  1.  a  Year  during  hh 
Majefty's  Life  :  Now  there  can  be  but  two  Reaibns  for  our 
making  this  new  Grant  :  It  muft  be  either,  bccaufe  we  iup- 
pcfe  that  the  prefent  Amount  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue  will 
be  diminilhed  in  a  Sum  equal  to  70,000  1.  a  Year,  by  rh3 
R'\c,ulation  wc  are  abou:   ;o  make  ;  or  it  nw.[\  be  b'-ci  '.ie 

we 
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we  fuppofe  that  the  prefent  Amount  of  the  Civil  Lift  Re-  *""°  ?;,^-  '^ 
venue,  is  not  fufficient  for  fupporting  his  Majefty's  Houfhold 
and  Family,  and  that  therefore  we  ought  to  grant  an  Ad- 
dition of  70,000  1.  a  Year  to  that  Revenue.  Thefe  are 
the  only  two  Reafons  that  can  be  affigned,  and  if  both  of 
them  appear  to  be  without  any  Foundation,  we  cannot  furc- 
ly  agree  to  this  CJaufe  as  it  now  (lands. 

'  To  fuppofe  that  the  prefent  Amount  of  the  Civil  Lift 
Revenue,  will  be  diminifhed  in  a  Sum  equal  to  70,000  1.  by 
the  Regulation  we  are  about  to  make,  is  contrary  to  Faft, 
and  contrary  to  Experience  :  For  fuppofing  the  Civil  Lift's 
Share  in  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  upon  a  juft  Com- 
putation, does  amount  to  70,000  1.  yearly,  yet  we  may  be 
convinced  by  Experience,  that  the  Confumption  of  Eeer  and 
Ale  will  always  increafe  in  Proportion  as  the  Confumption 
of  Spirituous  Liquors  decreafes ;  and  as  the  Civil  Lift  has  a 
much  greater  Share  of  the  Duties  on  Beer  and  Ale,  than  it 
has  of  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquocs,  it  is,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, certain,  that  the  Civil  Lift  will  get  an  Increafe  of  more 
than  70,000 1.  a  Year  by  that  Increafe  in  the  Duties  upon 
Beer  and  Ale,  which  will  be  occaftoned  by  the  Regulation 
propofed  by  this  Bill. 

'  To  confirm  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  Let  us  look  into  the 
Accounts  that  are  upon  our  Table,  and  from  them  we  fhall 
find,  that  the  Amount  of  the  Duties  upon  Beer  and  Ale  has 
conftantly  and  regularly  decreafed,  as  the  Amount  of  the 
Duties  upon  Spirituous  Liquors  has  increafed  for  thefe  feve- 
ral  Years  backwards.  In  the  Year  ending  at  Midfummer 
1725,  the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale  produced  1,094,953!. 
in  the  fame  Year  the  Duties  on  home-made  Spirits  produced 
but  88,622  1.  From  that  Time  to  Midfummer  1729,  half  a 
Year  before  the  late  Gin-Aft  took  place,  the  Duties  on 
home-made  Spirits  gradually  increafed,  and  accordingly  the 
Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale  gradually  decreafed,  fo  that  in  the 
Year  ending  at  Midfummer  1729,  the  former  produced 
104,373  1.  whereas  the  latter  produced  but  963,763  1.  which 
was  131,1901.  lefs  than  it  produced  in  the  Year  ending  at 
Midfummer   1725. 

*  In  the  Year  1729,  the  late  famous  Aft  againft  Geneva, 
and  other  Compound  Spirits,  was  pafted  ;  and  tho'  that  Aft 
was  evaded  by  the  Sale  of  a  new  Sort  of  Spirit  call'd  Par- 
liament-Brandy, yet,  ineiTeftual  as  it  was,  it  diminiflied  a 
little  the  Confumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  confe- 
quently  the  Produce  of  the  Duties  on  fuch  Liquors ;  fo  that 
in  the  Year  ending  at  Midfummer  1732,  they  produced 
but  100,0251.  which  was  4348  1.  lefs  than  they  produced 
in  1729.  But  as  to  the  Kxcife  upon  Beer  and  Ale,  what 
was  the  Confcquence  r  A^  f  )on  as  that  Aft  paifed,  that  Ex- 
B  b  2  cile 
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Antop.  Geo.  11.  cife  began  to  increafe,  fo  that  in  the  Year  ended  at  Mid- 
fummer  1732,  it  produced  1,071,240!.  which  is  107,477!. 
more  than  it  produced  in  1729. 

*  Again,  Sir,  upon  the  Repeal  of  the  !ate  Gin-Aft,  the 
Confumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors  began  to  increafe,  and 
confequently  the  Produce  of  the  Duties  on  fuch  Liquors,  fo 
that  in  the  Year  ended  at  Midfummer  laft  they  produced 
154,094!.  and  the  Confequence  with  refpeft  to  the  Excife 
on  Beer  and  Ale  we  find  to  be  the  fame  ;  for  in  the  Year 
ended  at  Midfummer  !afl;,  it  produced  but  1,021,370!. 
which  is  49,870!.  lefs  than  it  produced  in  1732.  From 
all  which,  irir,  I  think  it  is  as  plain  as  I'igures  can  make  it, 
that  the  Confumption  of  Beer  and  Ale  has  hitherto  always 
decreafed  or  increafed,  as  the  Confumption  of  Spirituous 
Liquors  has  increafed  or  decreafed  ;  and  as  that  has  been 
the  Cafe  in  all  Time  pad,  we  muft  fuppofe  it  will  be  the 
Cafe  in  all  Time  to  come. 

*  This  then  being  laid  down  as  a  Maxim  confirmed  by 
Experience,  let  us  confider  how  greatly,  I  may  almoft  fay 
how  entirely,  the  Confumption,  not  only  of  home-made  Spi- 
rits, but  of  all  Spirits,  will  be  diminifhed  by  the  Bill  now 
before  us,  and  what  an  Increafe  that  will  make  in  the  Con- 
fumption of  Beer  and  Ale  ;  but  that  I  may  not  be  accufed 
of  any  extravagant  Calculations,  I  fhall  fuppofe  that  the 
Confumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors  may  hereafter  be  but  one 
7'hird  lefs  than  it  was  before  ;  the  natural  Inference  from 
thence  is,  that  the  Confumption  of  Beer  and  Ale  will  be 
one  Third  more  than  it  was,  and  confequently  that  the  Ex- 
cife on  Beer  and  Ale  will,  from  the  Time  this  Bill  takes 
place,  produce  about  one  Third  more  yearly,  than  it  pro- 
diiced  in  the  Year  ended  at  Midfummer  laft,  which  is 
340,456  1.  I  fhall  farther  fuppofe,  that  upon  the  Confump- 
tion of  Spirituous  Liquors  growing  lefs  by  one  Third,  the 
Confumption  of  Beer  and  Ale  {hould  increafe  but  one  Sixth 
more  than  it  was  before  ;  even  by  this  Suppofition  there  muft 
be  a  yearly  Increafe  in  the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale,  of  one 
Sixth  more  than  it  produced  in  the  Year  ended  at  Midfum- 
mer laft,  which  is  170,228!.  yearly;  and  as  very  near 
one  Half  of  the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale,  ftands  appropriated 
to  the  Civil  Lift,  confequently  one  Half  of  this  Increafe  in 
the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale.  being  85,114!.  yearly,  muft 
accrue  to  the  Civil  Lift,  which  is  1 1^,1141.  a  Year  more 
than  it  can  be  fuppofed  to  lofe,  by  taking  from  it  the  Share 
it  formerly  had  in  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors. 

'  From  thefe  Calculations,  Sir,  which  are  all  taken  from 
Accounts  lying  upon  your  Table,  I  think  it  is  evident,  even 
to  a  Demonftration,  that  the  prefent  Amount  of  the  Civil 
Lift  Revenue  will  not  be  dimlniftied  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
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that  it  will  be  a  Gather  at  leaft  15,114!.  by  the  Regula- 
tion we  are  now  about  to  make.  I  know  it  may  be  faid, 
that  thefe  Calculations  are  founded  upon  Fafts  which  are  in 
their  Nature  uncertain  ;  and  that,  tho'  they  have  formerly 
fallen  out  in  the  Manner  I  have  reprefented,  we  cannot  be 
fure  of  their  falling  out  in  the  fame  Manner  hereafter ;  yet 
I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  there  is  a  ftrong  Probability  of 
their  falling  out  in  the  fame  Manner  hereafter,  as  they  have 
done  heretofore  :  The  fame  Caufes  generally  produce  the 
fame  EfFe£ls ;  and  unlefs  we  have  really  a  Mind  to  grant  a 
new  additional  Revenue  to  the  Civil  Lift,  this  Probability 
ought  to  be  a  prevailing  Argument  with  us,  at  leaft,  to 
agree  to  the  Propofition  now  made  ;  for  tho'  it  has  been 
inlinuated,  that  the  Parliament  may  hereafter  call  for  an 
Account,  and  difpofe  of  the  Increafe  that  may  arife  in  the 
Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale,  we  know,  and  the  Cafe  now  in 
hand  may  convince  us,  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  Parliament 
to  reaffume  any  Revenue,  or  any  Part  of  any  Revenue,  that 
has  been  once  granted  to,  and  ellablilhed  as  a  Part  of  the 
Civil-Lift.  If  it  ftiould  hereafter  appear,  that  the  Civil-Lift 
has  got  1 00,000  1.  a  Year,  or  perhaps  200,000 1.  a  Year, 
which  may  probably  be  the  Cafe,  by  the  Increafe  of  the 
Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale,  occafioned  by  this  Bill,  I  am  very 
certain,  if  we  agree  to  this  Claufe  as  it  now  ftanos,  the  Par- 
liament will  never  be  able  to  lay  hold  of  any  Part  of  that 
Increafe,  in  order  to  apply  it  to  the  Aggregate  Fund,  for 
making  good  the  70,000  1.  a  Year,  to  be  taken  from  that 
Fund  by  this  Claufe  ;  nay,  I  queftion  much  if  any  future 
Parliament  will  be  able  to  reaffume  that  70,0001.  a  Year, 
or  to  difcharge  the  Aggregate  Fund  from  the  future  Pay- 
ment of  it,  tho'  it  fhould  then  be  made  appear,  that  the 
Excife  had  actually  increafed,  as  plainly  as  I  have  now  made 
it  appear,  that  it  probably  will. 

'  This  Difficulty,  Sir,  may  be  prevented  by  our  agreeing 
to  the  Propofition  now  made  to  us ;  and  by  our  fettling  the 
Claufe  in  the  Manner  propofed,  the  Civil  Lift  may  be  a 
Gainer,  but  it  is  impoffible  it  can  be  a  Lofer,  even  with 
refpedt  to  the  Surplus  it  may  now  have  above  800,000  1.  a 
Year  ;  which  Surplus,  we  have  been  told,  the  Civil  Lift 
has  as  good  a  Right  to,  as  it  has  to  any  Part  of  the  !^oo,oool. 
a  Year  :  But  I  widely  differ  from  the  honourable  GeiUleman 
who  told  us  fo  [Sir  Robert  Walpolc\  ;  for  if  the  Duties  ap- 
propriated to  the  Civil  Lift  now  produce  a  Million  Yearly, 
and  thofe  Duties  fhould  by  any  Accident  produce  hcTeafter 
but  850,000!.  yearly,  the  Parliament,  according  to  the  pre- 
fent  Eftablifhment  of  the  Civil  Lift,  would  not  be  obliged 
to  make  good  fo  much  as  One  Shilling  of  that  Decreafe  ; 
wiiereas    if  they   (liould    hereafter    produce   but    750,000!, 
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yearly,  or  any  Sum  Icfs  than  800,000 1,  the  Parliament  ftands 
obliged  to  make  good  whatever  they  may  produce  yearly 
lefs  than  that  800,000  1.  (o  that  there  is  at  leaft  this  DifFe- 
rence  between  the  800,000 1.  Eftablifliment,  and  the  200,000!. 
Surplus,  that  the  Parliament  now  ftands  obliged  to  make 
good  the  800,000 1.  Eftablifhment,  but  does  not  now  ftand 
obliged  to  make  good  One  Shilling  of  the  200,000  1.  Sur- 
plus ;  therefore  it  can  by  no  Means  at  prefent  be  faid,  that 
the  Civil  Lift  has  as  good  a  Right  to  the  Surplus,  as  it  has 
to  the  Eftabliftiment  :  But,  Sir,  if  we  agree  to  the  Propoli- 
tion  now  made,  the  Civil  Lift  will  then  really  have  as  good 
a  Right  to  the  prefent  Surplus,  whatever  it  may  be,  as  it 
has  to  the  Eftablifhment  of  800,000 1.  yearly ;  for  which 
Reafon,  if  this  Proportion  be  not  agreed  to,  I  muft  con- 
clude, that  the  70,000!.  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift  by 
the  Claufe  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  is  defigned  as  a  new  addi- 
tional Revenue  to  the  Civil  Lift,  and  not  as  a  Compenfation 
for  the  Lofs  it  may  faftain  by  the  Regulation  we  are  about 
to  make. 

*  This,  Sir,  leads  me  naturally  to  the  next,  and  the  only 
other  Reafon  that  can  be  afligned  or  fuppofed,  for  our  agree- 
ing to  the  Claufe  as  it  nov/  ftands,  which  is,  becaufe  we 
fuppofe,  that  the  prefent  Amount  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue 
is  not  fufficient  for  fupporting  his  Majefty's  Houfliold  and 
Family,  and  that  therefore  we  ought  to  grant  an  Addition 
of  70,0001.  a  Year  to  that  Revenue,  durmg  his  Majefty's 
Life  at  leaft,  but  I  may  fay  in  all  Time  to  come  ;  for  I  do 
not  find  an  Inftance,  where  lefs  has  been  granted  to  a  Suc- 
cefTor,  than  had  been  formerly  enjoy'd  by  his  Anceftor. 

'  Now,  Sir,  as  to  this  PvCafon,  whatever  the  Gentlemen, 
who  are  immediately  concerned  in  the  Difpofal  of  the  Civil 
Lift  Revenue,  may  fuppofe,  I  am  very  certain  his  Majefty 
docs  not  fuppofe  any  fuch  Thing  ;  becaufe,  if  he  had,  he 
would  certainly  have  communicated  the  fame  to  his  Parlia- 
ment, either  by  a  Speech  from  the  Throne,  or  by  a  folemn 
Mefliige,  and  would  have  defired  fuch  an  Addition,  as  he 
thought  neceffary.  There  is  no  other  Way  by  which  his 
Majefty  can  communicate  any  fuch  Want  to  his  Parliament  ; 
and  until  he  does  it  in  this  Manner,  no  Gentleman,  as  a 
Member  of  this  Houfe,  can  fuppofe,  nay,  as  a  Truftee  for 
the  People  he  is  bound  not  to  fuppofe,  that  his  Majefty  ftands 
in  need  of  any  Addition  to  his  Civil  Lift  Revenue,  or  to  any 
other  Revenue.  Tliis  therefore  can  be  no  Reafon  for  us,  as 
Members  of  this  Houfe,  to  agree  to  the  Claufe  as  it  ftands 
now  before  us  ;  and  I  hope  this  Houfe  will  never,  without 
very  ftrong  and  publick  Reafons,  take  fuch  a  large  Sum  of 
Money  from  thar  Fund  which  is  appropriated  for  the  Pay- 
ment 
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ment  of  our  Debts,  and  for  freeing  the  People  from  that  Annop^ceo.  w, 
heavy  Load  of  Taxes  they  now  groan  under.'  y^  ,  —  ^—  „^_^ 

To  this  it  was  anfwer'd  by  the  Courtiers  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  The  Queftion  now  before  us,  has  been   already  fo  fully  Argument  jn  Fa- 
debated,  and  fet  in  fo  clear  a  Light,  that  I  am  furprifed  to  RcJoiut^n  rfthe 
hear  any   new  Difficulties  ftarted.     The  true  and  the  only  cgmmittes. 
Reafon  for  our  agreeing  to  the  Claufe  as  it  now  ftands  is, 

that  by  the  very  preceding  Claufe  we  are  to  take  from  the 
Civil  Lift,  and  appropriate  to  the  Aggregate  Fund,  a  Reve- 
nue, which,  upon  a  Medium  fince  his  IVIajefty's  AccefTion, 
has  brought  in  70,000 1.  a  Year :  This  being  the  true  State 
of  the  Cafe,  is  it  not  evident  that  the  Civil  Lift  will 
lofe,  at  leaft,  70,000 1.  a  Year  by  the  Regulation  we  are 
now  about  to  make  ?  And  as  we  are  to  take  that  yearly  Sum 
from  the  Civil  Lift,  and  appropriate  it  to  the  Aggregate 
Fund,  is  it  not  moft  juft  and  reafonable,  that  we  fhould 
charge  the  Aggregate  Fund  with  the  Payment  of  that  Sum 
yearly  to  the  Civil  Lift  ?  '1  is  true,  as  the  Produce  of  the 
Duties  upon  Spirituous  Liquors  will  certainly  be  very  much 
diminifhed  by  this  new  Regulation,  the  Aggregate  Fund 
may  not  perhaps  receive  fo  much  yearly  by  the  Share  the 
Civil  Lift  formerly  had  in  thofe  Duties ;  but  this  fignifics 
nothing  to  the  prefent  Queftion,  for  if  we  were  to  take  off 
any  of  our  Taxes  now  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift,  or  to 
the  Payment  of  the  Intereft  growing  due  upon  any  of  our 
Debts,  we  ftiould  be  obliged  to  charge  the  Aggregate  Fund, 
or  fome  Part  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  with  the  Deficiency  thereby 
occafioned,  tho'  that  Fund  ftiould  get  nothing  to  anfvver  the 
new  Charge  laid  upon  it. 

*  But  we  are  told.  Sir,  That  if  the  Civil  Lift  be  a  Lofer 
by  taking  from  it  its  Share  in  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Li- 
quors, that  Lofs  will  be  fully  made  good  by  the  Increafe  in 
the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale,  which  will  naturally  be  occa- 
fioned by  the  new  Regulation  we  are  now  about  to  make. 
Sir,  whatever  Increafe  may  happen  hereafter  in  the  Excife 
on  Beer  and  Ale,  the  Civil  Lift  has  a  Right  to  its  Share  of 
that  Increafe  without  any  new  Grant  from  us,  nor  can  we 
take  that  Right  from  it  without  doing  a  manifeft  Injuftice  ; 
fo  that  it  appears  to  me  a  little  extraordinary  to  fay,  that  the 
Lofs  of  that  Right  the  Civil  Lift  now  has  to  a  Share  of  the 
Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  will  be  ccmpenfed,  or  made 
good,  by  another  Right  it  was  before  intitled  to,  and  which 
we  neither  could  give  nor  take  from  it. 

'  But,  Sir,  to  wave  this  Argument  for  the  prefent,  and  to 
fuppofe  that  a  Right  which  \vc  do  not  give,  may  be  a  Com- 
pcnfation  for  a  Right  which  we  aft'ially  take  away,  I  cannot 
think  it  would  be  juft  in    us  to   take   from  the  Civil  Lift  a 
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AnnooOco.  II.  Certain  Revenue  of  70,000!.  a  Year,  and  give  nothing  in 
Return  but  an  uncertain  Produce,  which  may  for  what  we 
know  be  worth  little  or  nothing  ;  for  even  by  the  very  Cal- 
culations that  have  been  mentioned  of  the  other  Side,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale  does  not  always  in- 
creafe,  or  decreafe,  in  Proportion  as  the  Daties  on  Spirituous 
Liquors  decreafe  or  increale.  In  the  Year  1729,  the  Duties 
on  the  latter  produced  but  104,373  1.  whereas  in  the  Year 
1735,  they  produced  154,0941.  from  whence  we  ought  to 
conclude,  that  the  Produce  of  the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale 
w.is  much  higher  in  the  Year  1729,  than  it  was  in  the  Year 
1735,  yet  we  find  that  in  1729,  the  Excife  produced  but 
963,7631.  and  that  in  the  Year  ended  at  Midfummer  laft, 
1735,  it  produced  1,021,370!.  which  is  57,607!.  more 
than  it  produced  in  1729. 

'  This  fhevvs.  Sir,  that  the  Proportion  between  the  Increafe 
or  Decreafe  of  the  one,  and  the  Decreafe  or  Increafe  of  the 
other,  does  not  always  hold  ;  and  in  Fa6l  it  has  certainly 
always  been,  and  will  always  be  fo  :  The  Increafe  or  De- 
cre.ife  of  the  Excife  upon  Beer  or  Ale,  as  well  as  the  In- 
creafe or  Decreafe  of  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  depend 
upon  fo  many  other  Accidents,  that  they  cannot  depend  en- 
tirely upon  one  another,  nor  can  any  Man  guefs  at  the  In- 
creafe of  the  one,  from  any  Knowledge  he  may  have  of  the 
Decreafe  of  the  other.  I  fhall  mention  only  one  Accident, 
which  was,  I  believe,  the  chief  Reafon  of  the  Decreafe  of 
the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale  in  the  Year  1729.  It  happened 
in  that  Year,  the  Price  of  all  Sorts  of  Corn,  efpecially  Malt, 
was  much  higher  than  it  was  for  feveral  Years  before  or 
fince,  and  for  this  Reafon  we  may  fuppofe  none  of  our 
Brewers  brewed  any  more  Beer  or  Ale  in  that  Year,  than 
what  was  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  immediate  Confump- 
tion  ;  none  of  them  brewed  any  large  Quantity  for  Staling, 
as  they  call  it ;  whereas,  in  a  Year  when  the  Price  is  low , 
they  all  brew  great  Quantities,  which  they  keep  by  them  as 
a  Stock  in  Hand,  to  be  ready  to  anlwer  any  future  Demand. 
Tiiis  is  more  particularly  the  Cafe  with  refpedl  to  thofe  Sorts 
of  Strong  Beer  or  Ale,  which  the  Breu'cr  may  keep  feveral 
Years  in  his  Cellars  and  is  generally  the  better,  the  longer 
it  is  kept ;  and  to  this  Accident,  I  believe,  we  ought  chiefly 
to  afcrjhe  the  great  Decreafe  in  tlve  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale 
in  the  Year  1729. 

'  Sir,  I  am  fo  far  from  thinkmg,  that  the  Increr/e  or  De- 
creafe in  the  Confumption  of  Beer  ^nd  Ale,  depends  upon  the 
Decreafe  or  Increafe  in  the  Confumption  of  Spirituous  Li- 
quors, that  I  believe  they  generally  n-.crede  or  decreafe  to- 
gether ;  it  is  not  the  Confumption  of  either  of  the  Liquors, 
neceiTary  for  the  Support  of  Naiure,  which  raifcs  th<i  rxrife 
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to  its  prefent  Height :  It  is  the  Confamption  occafioned  by 
the  Debauches  and  Extravagancies  of  the  People,  and  thefe 
depend  upon  fo  many  Accidents,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  ac- 
count for  them  in  Time  part,  or  to  guefs  at  the  Confumptiou 
that  may  be  in  Time  to  come.  But  I  am  perfuaded  that: 
nothing  will  tend  more  to  the  rendering  our  People  fober, 
frugal,  and  induftrious,  than  the  removing  out  of  their  Way 
the  many  Temptations  they  are  now  expofed  to,  by  the  great 
Number  of  Gin-Shops,  and  other  Places  for  the  Retail  of 
Spirituous  Liquors ;  for  before  a  Man  becomes  fluftered  with 
Beer  or  Ale,  he  has  Time  to  refled:,  and  to  confider  the 
many  Misfortunes  to  which  he  expofes  himfelf  and  his  Fa- 
mily, by  idling  away  his  Time  at  an  Alehoufe  j  whereas  any 
Spirituous  Liquor  in  a  Moment  deprives  him  of  all  Reflec- 
tion, fo  that  he  either  gets  quite  drunk  at  the  Gin-Shop,  or 
runs  to  the  Alehoufe,  and  there  finiflies  his  Debauch.  From 
hence,  Sir,  I  think  it  moft  natural  to  conclude,  that  the 
Bill  now  under  cur  Confideration,  if  palTed  into  a  Law,  will 
diminifh  the  Confumption  of  Beer  and  Ale  ;  and  confequent- 
]y  the  Produce  of  the  E.vcife  on  thofe  Liquors,  as  well  as 
the  Confumption  of  Spiritucnis  Liquors,  and  the  Produce  of 
the  Duty  on  them. 

'  I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  Propofition  this  Day  made  to 
us,  which  I  muft  fay  I  look  on  as  a  very  extraordinary  one  ; 
becaufe  it  would  entirely  alter  the  very  Nature  of  that 
Grant  of  the  Civil  Lill,  which  was  made  to  his  Majefty  in 
the  iirll  Year  of  his  Reign  ;  and  I  wonder  how  Gentlemen 
can  propofe  making  any  fuch  Alteration  in  that  Grant  with- 
out his  Majefty's  Confent :  I  think  they  fhould,  at  leafl,  in 
Decency  have  ufaered  it  in  with  a  Motion  for  an  Addrefs  to 
his  Majefiy,  humbly  to  pray  that  he  would  give  his  Confent 
to  their  making  iuck  an  Alteration ;  for  by  the  Eltablifh- 
ment  of  the  Civil  Lift  as  it  flands  at  prefent,  and  as  it  was 
granted  to  his  Majefty  in  the  firft  Year  of  his  Reign,  he  is 
to  have  during  his  Life  the  Pioduce  of  all  thofe  Duties  then 
appropriated  to  that  Revenue  without  any  Account ;  yet 
now  it  is  mcdeftly  propofed,  that  he  Ihould  from  henceforth 
be  obliged  to  give  an  Account,  every  Year,  to  Parliament  of 
the  Produce  of  every  one  of  thofe  Duties,  or  otherwife  to 
loi'e,  at  leafl,  a  PaU:  of  the  BencHt  of  that  Eltablifhmerjt 
which  was  intended,  ancl  was  then  aftually  granted  to  hirn 
by  Parliament. 

'  Having  thus,  Sir,  put  this  Propofition  in  a  true  Light, 
J  am  convinced  th;it  we  cannot  come  to  any  fuch  Refolution, 
or  agree  to  fuch  a  Claufe  in  any  Bill,  without  his  Majelty's 
Con  lent ;  and  as  I  have  fliewn  that  there  is  no  Certainty,  that 
the  Civil  Lift  will  be  a  Gainer  by  the  Increafe  of  the  Excife 
on  Beer  and  Ale ;  but  on  the  contrarv,  that  there  is  a  I'ro- 
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babllity  that  it  will  be  a  Lofer  by  the  Decreafe  of  that  Ex- 
cife,  I  think  there  arifes  from  thence  a  fufficient  Reafon  for 
our  making  good  to  his  Majefty  the  Lofs  he  muft  fuftain,  by 
taking  from  the  Civil  Lift  its  Share  in  the  Duties  on  Spiritu- 
ous Liquors,  therefore  I  fhall  add  no  more,  but  declare  that 
I  am  moll  heartily  for  agreeing  to  the  Claufe  as  it  now 
ilands.' 
p.q  ij- to  the  Argu-      To  this   it  was  replied  by  the  Members  who  oppofed  the 

jnciil.'.   nFavourof  /->  r  i 

the  lur^-iatioa. of  ^jfant  ot  70,0001. 

the  Cf.-n.'nfttec.  CJ- 

*  From  fome  of  the  Arguments  now  made  ufe  of,  I  think 
we  may  already  begin  to  fee  the  Truth  of  what  was  fore- 
told in  the  Beginning  of  this  Debate.  We  were  then  fore- 
told. Sir,  that  if  it  fhould  hereafter  appear,  that  the  Civil 
Lift  had  got  200,000  1.  a  Year,  additional  Revenue,  by  the 
Increafe  of  the  Excile  on  Beer  and  Ale  occafioned  by  this 
Bill,  the  Parliament  would  never  be  able  to  lay  hold  of  any 
Part  of  that  Increafe,  or  even  to  re-affume  the  70,0001.  An- 
nuity, we  are  now  to  grant,  upon  a  Suppofition  that  che  Civil 
Lift  will  get  nothing  by  fuch  Increafe  of  the  Excife  on  Beer 
and  Ale.  The  Truth  of  this,  I  fay.  Sir,  begins  already  to 
appear ;    for  the  honourable    Gentleman  \_Sir  Robert  Wal- 

fole\  has  told  u?,  that  by  increafing  the  Confumption  of 
Beer  and  Ale,  and  confequently  the  Excife  on  thofe  Liquors, 
we  give  nothing  to  the  Civil  Lift  but  what  it  had  before  a 
Right  to  ;  whereas  by  diminifhing,  or  taking  from  the  Civil 
Lift  its  Share  in  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  we  take 
from  it  what  it  had  formerly  a  Right  to,  and  that  therefore 
we  cannot  pretend  to  compenfate  a  Right  which  we  actually 
take  away,  by  a  Right  which  we  do  not  give.  If  this  can 
be  admitted  as  an  Argument  for  our  agreeing  to  this  Claufe, 
it  muft  always  be  a  much  ftronger  againft  the  Parliament's 
ever  pretending  to  take  any  Part  of  the  Increafe.,  that  may  be 
occafioned  in  the  Excife,  or  to  re-alTume  the  70,000 1.  An- 
nuity we  are  now  to  eftablilh. 

*  Altho'  I  have  never  yet  admitted,  nor  can  admit,  that 
the  Civil  Lift's  Share  in  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors 
ought  to  be  computed  at  70,000!.  yet  now.  Sir,  I  fhall  take 
it  for  granted,  becaufe  it  fignifies  nothing  to  the  prefent  Dif- 
pute  ;  for  the  principal  Queftion  now  in  Difpute  I  take  to 
be,  Whether  the  Civil  Lift  has  fuch  an  abfolute  Right  to 
that  Share,  that  we  can  make  no  Regulations  whereby  the 
Value  of  that  Share  may  be  diminiftied,  without  granting 
a  Compenfation  from  fome  other  Fund  ?  And  the  next  Que- 
ftion I  take  to  be,  V/hether,  if  by  the  fame  Regulation  the 
Value  of  the  Civil  LilFs  Share  in  fome  other  Duties  or  Ex- 
cifcs  be  incieafcd,  we  may  not  in  Juftice  and  Equity  infift 
upon  it,  that  tlie  Adviintage  occafioned  in  the  one  Cafe  may 
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fee  admitted,  (o  far  as  it  will  amount,  as  a  Compenfation 
for  the  Lofs  in  the  other. 

'  As  to  the  firft  Queftion,  Sir,  'tis  true,  the  Crown  has  a 
Right   to  the  whole  Produce  of  certain  Duties  appropriated 
to  the  Civil  Lift,  but  that  Right  is  to  be  confidered   in  a 
twofold  Refpeft.     The  Crown   has  a   Right  to  the  whole 
Produce  of   all   thbfe  Duties,    fo   far   as   may   amount   to 
800,000 1.  Eltablilhmentj  without  being  fubjeft  to  any  Ac- 
cident or  Contingency  whatfoeverj  becaufe  if  the  Produce 
ihould  not  amount  to  that  Sum  yearly,  the  Parliament  Hands 
obliged  to  make  it  good  )  and  if  the  whole  Produce  of  thofe 
Duties  ihall  amount  to  more  than  800,000 1.  the  Crown  has 
likewife  a  Right  to  the  Surplus :  But  that  Right  is  fubjeft  to 
all  Accidents  and   Contingencies,    becaufe  if   that  Surplus 
Ihould  be  by  any  Accident  diminilhed,    the  Parliament  is 
not  obliged  to  make  it  good.     Now,  Sir,  among  the  many 
Accidents  to  which  that  Surplus  in   its  own  Nature  remains 
liable,  furely   this  is  one,    That  it  may   hereafter  become 
neceffary  for  the  Welfare,    perhaps  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Nation,  to  prevent  or  put  a  Stop  to  the  Confumption  of 
fome  Commodities,    the  Duties  upon  which  contribute  to- 
wards the  producing  of  this  Surplus :  Would  the  Parliament 
be  obliged  in  fuch  a  Cafe  to  make  that  Surplus  good  ;  or   to 
eftablifh  any  other  Fund  for  compenfating  the  Lofs  the  Civil 
Lift  might  fuftain  by  fuch  an  Accident  ?   No,  Sir,  it  certain- 
ly would  not ;  unlefs   that  Lofs  fhould  become  fo  heavy,  as 
to  reduce  the  Surplus,  and  even  diminifti  the  Eftablifhment ; 
then  indeed  a  Demand  would  arife  upon  the  Parliament,  and 
we  Ihould  be  obliged  to  make  the  Eltablifhment  good. 

*  Suppofe,  Sir,  that  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the 
greateft  Part  of  Italy,  (hould  be  united  in  an  Alliance  againft 
us,  which  by  our  late  Management  may  happen  to  be  the 
Cafe  ;  would  it  not  then  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  us  to 
prohibit  the  Importation  or  Confumption  of  all  French,  Spa- 
nifh,  Portuguefe,  and  Italian  Wines  ?  Would  not  this  very 
probably  almoft  quite  annihilate  the  Whole  of  what  I  have 
called  the  Surplus  of  the  Civil  Lift .?  Yet  will  any  Gentle- 
man fay  that  the  Parliament  could  not  prohibit  the  Importa- 
tion or  Confumption  of  thofe  Wines,  without  making  good 
to  the  Civil  Lift  its  Share  in  the  Duties  upon  them,  to  be 
computed  at  a  Medium  of  the  Produce  for  the  preceeding,  fe- 
ven  or  eight  Years,  when  perhaps  the  Confumption  of  them 
was  at  a  higher  Pitch  than  was  confiftent  with  the  good  of 
the  Nation,  or  Health  of  the  People  ?  Surely,  Sir,  no  Man 
will  pretend  to  fay  any  fuch  Thing  ;  the  Parliament  would 
not  be  obliged  to  make  good  any  Part  of  the  Lofs  the  Civil 
Lift  Ihould  fuftain  by  fuch  Prohibition,  unlefs  the  Produce  of 
the  Duties  appropriated  to  that  Revenue  fliould  be  10  far 
C  C   -J  rcd'H-ed 


(       2C4      ) 

reduced  as  not  to  amount  to  800,000 1.  yearly  :  And  even  in 
that  Cafe,  the  Parliament  would  be  obliged  only  to  make 
the  800,000 1,  good,  they  would  not  be  obliged  to  make 
good  any  Paic  of  that  Surplus,  which  the  Crown  had  for- 
merly received  and  enjoyed  by  Means  of  the  Duties  upon 
thofe  Wines. 

.'  '  Is  not  the  Cafe  now  before  us  tlie  very  fame  ?  Our 
People  have  by  Accident  lately  taken  fuch  a  Turn,  that 
it  is  become  necefTary  for  their  Prefervation,  to  prohibit  the 
Ccnfumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors  by  Ketaile.  Is  not  this, 
as  well  as  the  one  I  have  mentioned,  one  of  thofe  Accidents, 
to  which  the  Crown's  Right  to  the  Surplus  of  the  Civil  Lift 
Revenue  always  was,  and  Hill  is  fubjcded  ?  And  can  any 
Gentleman  with  Reafon  fay,  that  we  cannot  prohibit  the 
Retail  of  fuch  Liquors,  without  making  good  to  the  Civil 
Lift  the  whole  Surplus  that  has  accrued  to  it,  computed  at 
a  Medium  of  the  Produce  of  thoie  very  Years,  when  the 
Abufe  of  thole  Liquors  was  at  its  higheft  Pitch  ? 

'  The  other  Queition,  Sir,  is.  Whether,  if  by  the  fame 
Regulation  by  which  the  Civil  Lift's  Share  in  fome  Duties 
is  diminiftied,  its  Share  in  other  Duties  be  increafed,  the 
Advantage  occafioned  by  that  Regulation  in  one  Cafe,  ought 
r.ct  in  fuitice  and  Honour  to  be  admitted,  fo  far  as  it  will 
amount,  as  a  Compenfation  for  the  Damage  occafioned  in 
the  other  ?  This,  Sir,  is  a  fair  and  a  true  State  of  the  Que- 
ftion,  without  that  Difguife  of  compenfating  a  Right  which 
we  actually  take  away,  by  a  Right  which  we  do  not  give. 
Having  thus  ftated  the  Queftion  in  its  proper  Light,  I  ihall 
make  ufe  only  of  a  familiar  Parallel  in  private  Life,  for 
fhewing  that  it  ought  to  be  refohed  in  the  AfTuniative.  Sup- 
pofe  a  Gentleman  in  my  Neighbourhood  has  a  very  large 
Marfli  in  his  Eftate,  every  Year  increafmg  fo  as  to  threaten 
his  Eftate  with  almoit  entire  Ruin,  and  tiiat  the  Water  from 
that  Marfti,  after  running  through  a  Part  of  his  Ellate,  falls 
upon  a  Part  of  mine,  and  there  makes  a  new  Marlh,  by 
v.'hich  a  great  Part  of  my  Eftate  is  rendered  ufelefs,  and 
the  whole  brought  into  Danger  :  Suppoic  that  upon  fur- 
veving  my  Neighbour's  Marlh,  and  the  fcveral  Fields  round 
it,  I  find  that,  by  a  Cut  through  another  Part  of  his  Eftate 
and  a  Part  of  mine,  his  IMarf!^  may  be  thoroughly  drained  ; 
and  that  the  Water,  by  being  carried  into  a  new  Channel, 
will  be  prevented  from  overflowing  any  Part  of  my  Eftate, 
and  will  very  much  improve  my  Neighbour's  :  Suppofe  a- 
gain,  that  upon  a  fair  and  jail  Survey,  it  appears,  that  the 
Rents  of  his  Eftate  will,  by  the  Cut  or  Water-drain  to  be 
made,  be  diminiftied  to  the  Value  of  20  1.  a  Year,  but  that 
by  the  draining  of  his  Marih,  and  rendering  it  good  Pafture 
or   arable  Land,  the  Rent^:  of  his  Eftate  will  be  augmented 
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to  the  Value  of  50 1.  a  Year,  fo  that  upon  the  whole  he  ^""=9  aco.  11. 
will  be  a  Gainer  to  the  Amount  of  30  1.  a  Year.  Jn  this 
Cafe  I  mult  afk  every  Country- Gentleman  that  hears  me, 
if  my  Neighbour  ought,  in  Prudence,  to  prevent  my  making 
that  Cut  or  Water-drain  through  liis  Eitate  at  my  own  Ex- 
pence  ;  or  if  he  could  either  in  JulHce  or  Honour  pretend, 
that  I  ought  to  give  him  20  1.  a  Year  out  of  my  Eftate,  in 
Compensation  for  the  20 1.  a  Year,  he  pretends  he  is  to  lofe, 
by  making  the  Cut  or  Water-drain  through  his  Eftate  r  I 
believe  no  Gentleman  will  fay  he  could  in  Prudence  refufe 
the  one,  or  in  Juitice  infill  upon  the  other:  Yet,  in  this 
Cafe,  the  Compenfation  he  receives  for  the  Right  I  take 
away  from  him,  arifes  from  a  Rigiit  I  do  not  give,  a  Right 
he  was  intitled  to  before  I  took  the  other  from  him. 

'  Having  novvf,  I  think.  Sir,  demonllrated,  that,  if  the 
Lofs  the  Civ  '  Lift  may  fuftain  by  the  prefcnt  Regulation, 
be  made  good  by  the  Increafe  in  the  Excile  on  Beer  and  Ale 
occalioned  by  the  prefent  Regulation,  we  are  neither  in 
Juftice  nor  Honour  obliged  to  give  any  other  Compenfation. 
I  may  give  up  the  other  Queiiion,  and  admit,  that  we  are 
obliged  to  grant  a  Compenfation,  in  cafe  the  Lofs  is  not 
made  good  by  the  Increafe  of  the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale, 
becaufe,  notwithfianding  what  the  honourable  Gentleman  has 
faid,  I  am  Itill  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  not  only  probable,  buc 
apparent,  that  the  Lofs  in  one  Way  will  be  fufficiently  made 
good  by  the  Advantage  in  the  other.  The  very  Nature  of 
the  Thing  is  to  me  a  fufficient  Proof;  for  granting,  that 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  prefent  Amount  of  the  Excile  pro- 
ceeds from  the  Debauches  and  Extravagancies  of  the  People, 
it  is  well  known,  that  thofe  who  once  get  into  the  Way  of 
committing  Debauches  in  Gin,  can  have  no  Relifn  even  for 
the  ftrongeft  Malt  Liquors ;  and  I  am  convinced  there  are 
very  few  Inftsnces,  if  any,  that  ever  a  Club  of  excefiive 
Gin-drinkers  went  from  a  Gin-fhop,  to  finifh  their  Debauch 
at  an  Ale-houfe  ;  becaufe  even  to  quench  their  Thirll  they 
generally  take  fmali  Beer  or  Vv'ater,  and  mix  it  up  v/ith 
Gin  ;  and  many  of  them  continue  at  the  Gin-fhcp  till  they 
cannot  find  the  Way  to  an  Ale-houfe,  or  even  to  tJieir  own 
Beds,  if  they  have  any,  but  content  themfeives  with  the 
clean  Straw,  which  at  fomc  of  thofc  Places  t];ey  have  for 
nothing  :  So  that  even  from  the  Nature  of  tjte  Thing  v.a 
mufl  conclude,  that  thofc  who  Jiave  once  taken  to  the  ex- 
ceflivc  drinking  of  Gin,  give  ovti  alinoft  entirely  drinking 
of  Beer  or  Ale;  and  if  ue  can  lay  thofc  I'copie  under  a 
Neceiiity  of  returning  ro  the  drinking  of  Hronr^  ]J;,cr  or 
Ale,  wc  miiil  liCcelTarily  veiy  much  ii. create  the  Conk;njp- 
tion. 
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Anno  g.  Ceo.  II.       *  By  the  Reporf,  Sir,    of  his  Majefly's  Juftices  of  thtf 
''''^'  Peace  at  Hick's-hall  in  the  Month  of  January  laft,  we  find, 

there  were  then  within  Weltminlter,  Holborn,  the  Tower, 
and  Finfbury  Divifion  (exclufive  of  London  and  Southwark) 
7044  Houfes  and  Shops,  wherein  Geneva  and  other  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors  were  pablickly  fold  by  Retail,  of  which  they 
had  got  an  Account,  and  that  they  believed  it  was  very  far 
fliort  of  the  true  Number :  From  hence,  Sir,  if  we  include 
London,  Southwark,  and  the  other  Places  within  the  Bills 
of  IVIortality,  I  may  modellly  compute  there  are  20,000 
Honfes  and  Shops  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  where 
Geneva  and  other  Spirituous  Liquors  are  fold  by  Retail  ; 
and  tho'  the  People  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality  are  com- 
puted to  be  but  a  fifth,  or  a  fixth  Part  of  the  People  of 
England,  yet  I  fhall  reckon  but  20,000  Houfes  and  Shops 
in  all  the  other  Parts  of  England,  where  Spirituous  Li- 
quors are  fold  by  Retail,  the  Whole  being  40,000.  Now 
to  each  of  thefe  Houfes  I  fhall  allow  but  ten  Cuftomers, 
who  are  excelTive  Drinkers  of  Gin,  fuch  I  call  thofe  who 
may  drink  about  half  a  Pint  a  Day,  one  Day  with  another  ; 
and  ten  Cuilomers  who  are  moderate  Drinkers  of  that  Li- 
quor, fuch  I  call  thofe  who  do  not  drink  above  half  a  Quar- 
tern a  Day,  one  Day  with  another.  This  makes  in  England 
400,000  excefTive  Drinkers,  and  400,000  moderate  Drinkers 
of  Spirituous  Liquors ;  and  confidering  how  univerfaljy  the 
Cullom  of  drinking  fuch  Liquors  has  got  in  among  the  com^ 
mon  People,  Men,  Women  and  Children,  J  believe  this 
Number  will  not  be  reckoned  too  large. 

'  Let  us  next  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  if  the  Retail  of  fuch 
Liquors  were  entirely  prohibited,  and  thefe  Drinkers  of  Gin 
fhould  return  to  the  UCe  of  Malt  Liquors,  that  each  of  the 
exceflive  Drinkers  of  Gin  would  for  the  future  drink  a  Pint 
of  Strong  Beer  a  Day,  cne  Day  with  another  ;  and  that 
each  of  the  moderate  Drinkers  of  Gin  would  for  the  future 
drink  half  a  Pint  of  Strong  Beer  a  Day,  one  with  another, 
more  than  they  drink  at  prefent  ;  we  may  from  thence  fee 
how  greatly  the  Confumption  of  Beer  and  Ale  would  be 
hereby  increafed  ;  for  400,000  Pints,  and  400,000  half  Pints, 
makes  600,000  Pints,  or  75,000  Gallons  a  Day,  which 
makes  27,375,000  Gallons,  or  805,147  Barrels  in  a  Year; 
The  Excife  at  4  s.  6d.  per  Barrel  upon  this  Increafe  in  the 
Confumption,  would  produce  an  Increafe  in  the  Exciie  upon 
Beer  and  Ale  of  181,158!.  yearly,  one  half  of  which  being 
90,579!.  would  belong  to  the  Civil  Lift  ;  {o  that  according 
to  all  the  Ways  of  Computation,  the  Civil  Lift  will  get 
more  by  the  Increafe  in  the  Excife  upon  Beer  and  Ale,  than 
it  can  be  fuppofed  to  lofe,  according  to  the  highcll  Compu- 
tHtion,  by  taking  froin  it    the  Dntic^  on  Spiiitucus  Liquors; 
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and  that  my  Computation  of  Gin-drinkers  is  within  Bounds,  Anno  9.  Geo.  11. 
appears  from  hence ;  that  the  fuppofed  400,000  exceffive 
Drinkers  at  half  a  Pint  a  Day,  and  the  400,000  moderate 
Drinkers  at  half  a  Quartern  a  Day,  according  to  this  Com- 
putation, confume  but  31,250  Gallons  a  Day,  which  is 
11,406,250  Gallons  in  a  Year,  the  Duties  upon  which,  at 
3  d.  a  Gallon,  amount  to  but  142,578  1.  per  Annum  ;  where- 
as the  Duties  upon  thefe  Liquors  for  this  lall  Year,  amount- 
ed to  154,094!.  and  we  cannot  fuppofe  but  that  there  are 
fome  Frauds,  with  refpeft  to  the  colleding  of  thefe  Duties, 
as  well  as  in  moft  others. 

'  I  have  chofen  this  new  Method  of  Calculation,  Sir,  not 
becaufe   I  think  the  other  falfe  or  deceitful,  but  to  fhew, 
that  whatever  Method  we  choofe,  and  from  the  moft  modell 
Calculations  we  can  make,    this  general  Truth  will  always 
appear.    That  by  prohibiting   the  Retail  of  Spirituous  Li- 
quors, the  Civil  Lift  will  get  more  by  the  Increafe  of  the 
Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale,  than  it  can  lofe  by  the  Decreafe  of 
the  Duties  upon  fuch  Liquors :   And  now  with  refpe£t  to  the 
Obfervations  made  upon  the  other  Method,  I  muft  fay,  that 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  other  Side  treat  us,   as  Free-thinkers 
are  treated  by  fome  of  their  Antagonifts :  They  ftate  a  weak 
or  a  falfe  Argument  for  us,  anfwer  it,  and  then  triumph 
in  the  Vidory  they  have  obtained.     I  have  never  heard  it 
faid.  Sir,  in  this  Houfe,  nor  in  any  any  other  Place,  that 
as  the  Duties  upon  Spirituous  Liquors  decreafe  or  increafe, 
the  Excife  upon  Beer  and   Ale  muft  always  increafe  or  de- 
creafe in  an  exaft  Proportion  :  That  if  the  Duties  upon  the 
former  decreafe  or  increafe  one  fifth,  one  fixth,  or  one  tenth, 
the  other  muft  increafe  or  decreafe  exaftly  one  fifth,  one 
iixth,  or  one  tenth,  and  neither  more  nor  lefs.    No,  Sir,  there 
are  many  other  Accidents  may  contribute  to  the  Increafe  or 
Decreafe  of  the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale,  an-d  therefore  this 
Proportion  cannot  be  exadt  :    Yet  I  cannot  allow,  that  the 
Accident  mentioned  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,    could 
have  any  great  Influence  upon  the  Excife  in  1729  ;  for  the 
Price  of  Malt  was  not,  fo  far  as  I  remember,  {o  high  that 
Year,  as  to  put  our  Brewers  out  of  the  common  Way  of 
Brewing  ;    and  befides,    we  know  that  the    Strong  Drink 
brewed  for  common  Draught,  from  whence  the  grcateft  Part 
of  the  Excife  is  raifed,  is  never  defigned    to   be  kept  a  great 
many  Years  ;  fo  that  in  fuch  Sort  of  Drink  the  Brewers  ne- 
ver think  of  laying  up  a  great  Stock   to  provide  for  a  Year 
of  Scarcity  :  But  I   fhall  mention   one   Accident,  which,  I 
will  take  upon  me  to  fay,  has  greatly  contributed  to  keep  up 
the  Excife  thefe  laft  two  Years,  and  yet  has  contributed  no- 
thing towards  railing  the  Produce  of  the  Duties,  at  Icnll,  on 
Home-miide  Spirits  j    I  mean,  Sir,  the  late  general  Elciiiou 
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A:^.o9.  f;co.  ji.  for  this  Parliament,  and  the  many  very  extraordinary  dif- 
'^^^''  puted   Eltflions   that  have  been   iince  ;  for  it  is  certain  that 

thefc  EkilrtionE  and  Difputes  have  added  greatly  to  the  Con- 
fumptian  of  Beer  and  Ale,  tho'  I  have  never  yet  heard  of  a 
Candidate,  who  treated  his  Voters  or  Witneffes  with  Gin. 

'  And  lallly,  Sir,  with  refpeft  to  the  Propofition  this  Day 
made  to  us,  1  am  furprifed  to  hear  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man fay,  tliat  it  alters  the  Nature  of  the  prefent  Ellablifh- 
ment  of  the  Civil  Lift  ;  for  upon  the  contrary,  it  purfues 
exadlly  the  Nature  of  that  Eftabhfhment :  With  refpedl  to 
the  prefent  Civil  Lift,  fo  far  as  the  Parliament  ftands  obliged 
to  make  it  good,  his  Majefty  is  accountable  ;  for  he  cannot 
make  any  Demand  upon  the  Parliament,  till  he  has  laid  an 
Account  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenues  before  them,  in  order 
to  Ihew  them  the  Deficiency  :  By  the  Propofition  now  before 
us,  we  are  to  enlarge  that  Eftabliiliment,  we  are  to  oblige 
ourfelves  to  make  a  future  Sum  yearly  good  to  his  Majefty  ; 
and  I  hope  the  honourable  Gentleman  would  not  have  us  lay 
ourfelves  under  fuch  an  Obligation,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
put  it  in  the  Power  of  any  future  IVlinifter  to  come  and  tell 
us,  whenever  he  pleafes,  that  there  was  a  Deficiency  as  to 
that  further  Sum  ;  and  that  therefore  he  infifted  upon  our 
making  it  good,  without  laying  any  Account  before  us  from 
whence  that  Deficiency  might  appear. 

'  To  conclude.  Sir,  from  the,  whole  that  has  been  {aid 
upon  this  Subjeft,  it  appears  evident  to  me,  that  if  the 
Surplus  of  the  Civil  Lilt  lliould  be  diminfhed  by  what  we 
are  now  about,  we  are  not  obliged  to  make  it  good  :  That 
if  we  were  obliged  to  make  the  Lcfs  good,  it  ought  not  to 
be  coinputed  at  70,0001.  per  Annum  :  That  if  it  fnould  be 
computed  at  70,0001.  per  Aiinum,  it  is  apparent  that  it  will 
be  made  good  by  the  Inc:e.:fe  of  the  Excife  :  That  if  this 
were  not  apparent,  the  PrL.pofition  now  made  to  us  will  ful- 
ly anfvvcr  tliat  L^ncertainty  :  That  the  Propofition  now  made 
to  r,s  is  exadly  conformable  to  the  Nature  of  the  preient 
Eiuiblifliment  of  the  Civil  Lift  ;  aivJ  that  if  it  v/cre  not,  it 
i:  become  neccfilirv,  by  the  Deinand  now  made  upon  us  in 
frivuur  of  the  Civil  I,iu  ;  fo  that  in  no  Cafe  can  I  find  any 
Rcafc!!  for  taking  fuch  a  Sum  as  76,000  I.  a  Year  from  the 
Sinkiiig  Fund  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  agree  that  this  Claule, 
in  the  prefent  FoiJ5i.  fhould  Hand  Part  of  the  Bill.' 

The  Queftion  Iiring  then  put,  to  agree  with  the  Commit- 
^  tee  in  the  Aincndmaits  i-;):ide  to  thij  Claufe,  it  v.'as,  upon 
a  Di^ifion,  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  by  183  to  i  10. 

April  6.  'i'iie  Honfe  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  Re- 
port from  the  Ccmmitiee  on  the  Bill  for  preventing  the  Re- 
tail of  Spirituous  Liquors,  when  the  following  Claufe  was 
cff.i'd  fur  cxcqjung  Punch  ;  ^I'z.   '  Provided  always,  that 
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*  nothing  in  this  AQ.  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued 

*  to  extend,  to  charge  with  any  of  the  Duties  direfted  to  _ 

*  be  paid,  levied,  or  colieded,  by  this   A&.,  any  Spirits  or  rchiuf7oirer>d 

*  Strong  Waters,    to  be   made  into  the   Liquor  commonly  pj^"'-^,\j',''"^ . 

*  called  Punch,  to  be  retailed  and  confumed  in  the  Houfe,  Eiirci.uin 
'  or  Houfes,  of  any  Perfon,  or  Perfons,    keeping  a  publick 
^  Inn,  CofFee-houfe,  Vidtualling-houfe,  or   Aie-houfe,    who 
'  fhall  have  been   firft  licenfed  to  fell  Wine,  Beer,  Ale,  or 

*  other  Liquors,  or  to  fubjedl  tlie  Makers,  or  Retailers  of 
'  the  faid  Liquor  called   Punch,  to  take  out  Licences  from 

*  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife,  as  herein  before  direfted  for 

*  Retailers  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  or  Strong  Waters.     Pro- 

*  vided   the  faid  Liquor  called  Punch,  fo  to  be  retailed  and 

*  confumed  as  aforefaid,  be  made  or  mixed  with  two  third 

*  Parts  Water   at   the  leall,    in  the  Prefence  of  the  Buyer. 
'  and  that  the  Spirit   with   which    the   faid   Liquor  is  to  be 

*  made,  be  not  fold,  or  retailed,  in  a  lefs  Quantity  than  one 

*  Pint,    or   at  a   lefs  Price   than   after  the  Rate  of  5  s.  ^cr 

*  Gallon  ;  and  all  and  every  Perlon^  or  Perfons,  afling  con- 

*  trary  hereto^  fhall  forfeit  the  Sum  of  5  I.  for  every  Of- 

*  fence,  one  Moiety  thereof  to  the  Informer,  or  Profecutor, 

*  that   fliall   inform  or   profecute  for   the   fame,  the  other 
'  Moiety  to  his  Majelty,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs  :  And  tha 

*  Proof  that   the  fame  was  fo  mixed  and  fold  at  fuch  Price 
'  as  aforefaid,    (hall   lye:  on   the    Vender   or   Seller  thereof, 

*  and  not  on  the  Informer  or  Profecutor.' 

The  Arguments  in  Favour  of  the  faid  Claufe  were  as  fol-  Argunu-nt^  in  fa- 
lov/s : 

Sir, 

*  As  the  Complaint,  whidh  occafioned  the  bringing  in  of 
this  Bill  was  chiefly  aim'd  againft  the  excefTive  L^fe  of  Home- 
made Spirits  among  the  common  People,  which  proceeded 
entirely  from  the  low  Price,  and  from  the  Liberty  many 
Perfons  took  to  retail  them  without  a  Licence,  I  have  always 
been  of  Opinion,  that  the  Evil  complained  of  migl'.t  have 
been  cured,  without  laying  on  fuch  heavy  Duties  as  will 
amount  to  a  Prohibition  of  the  Retail  of  all  diflilied  Spiritu- 
ous Liquors :  However,  as  the  Confumption  of  Rum,  when 
made  into  Punch,  has  never  occafioned  the  leail  Complaint, 
and  as  that  Comfimption  is  of  very  great  Confequence  to 
this  Nation,  I  mult  beg  Leave  to  offer  a  fev/  Words  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Claufe  proposed. 

•  I  believe,  Sir,  no  Gentlemnn  in  this  Houfe  is  ignorant 
of  the  prefent  declining  State  of  our  Sugar- Colonies  :  Tiieir 
Circumlh'.nces  have  been  of  late  fo  fully  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  every  Man  v/ho  has  a  Regard  for  his  Fellow  Siib- 
jeft,  or  for  the  Good  of  iu:.  Country,  nnill  be  fcrfibly  touch- 
ed Vvith  their  jult  Complaints.     7  heir  Rivah   in   the  Sugar- 
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Trade  enjoy  a  new,  rich,  and  fertile  Soil,  which  produces 
plentifully  without  great  Labour  or  Expence.  Their  Rivals 
live  almoll  quite  free  from  Taxes,  and  without  bcii;g  at 
the  Expence  of  making  any  Prefents  to  their  Governor;,  or 
even  of  maintaining  and  repairing  their  own  Forts  and  Gar- 
rifons ;  while  They  are  heavily  loaded  with  Taxes  upon  Ex- 
ports as  well  as  Imports,  and  obliged  to  pay  large  Salaries 
10  their  Governors,  and  to  maintain  and  repair  their  own 
Fortifications :  Their  Rivals  have  a  Liberty  of  exporting 
their  Sugars  direftly  to  any  Market  in  Europe,  while  They 
remain  under  a  Neceffity  of  landing  every  Ounce  in  Britain, 
and  are  thereby  obliged  to  pay  douole  Freight,  double  Com- 
miiTion,  and  a  great  many  other  unneceflary  Charges.  Thefe 
Difadvantages  have  already,  I  am  afraid,  made  us  lole  the 
Benefit  of  I'upplying  any  Foreign  Aiarket  with  Sugars  ;  and 
in  i'uch  Circumflances  can  it  be  expedled,  that  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  will,  without  any  Neceffity,  make 
a  Regulation  for  taking  from  our  Sugar-Colonies  the  only 
Market  they  have  left  ? 

'  I  mull  confeff.  Sir,  I  little  expcclcd  to  have  feen,  in 
this  Seffion  of  Parliament,  any  new  Difcouragement  given 
to  our  Sugar- Colonies  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  expefted  to  have 
feen  the  moft  vigorous,  and  the  befl  concerted  Meafures  taken 
for  relieving  them  from  all  the  Diladvantages  they  at  prefent 
labour  under ;  and  for  putting  them,  at  leaU,  upon  an  equal 
Footing  with  their  Rivnl>  in  the  Sugar-Trade  :  Such  Pvlea- 
fures  might  have  perhaps  enabled  us  to  regain  the  Benefit 
we  have  loll:,  of  fupplying  Foreiini  Markets  with  that  Com- 
modity ;  but  if  we  diminifh  the  .bale  of  their  Sugars  or  tlieir 
Rum  in  Great  Britain,  without  enMbling  them  to  fend  it  to 
Foreign  Markets,  by  removing  the  J3ifadvantages  they  are 
now  fubjeded  to,  their  Riviiis  may  be  fo  thoroughly  eltablifii- 
ed  in  the  Trade,  that  it  will  be  impohible  for  i^s  to  regain  it ; 
nay,  the  very  Ifiands  where  our  Sugars  are  now  produced 
mny  be  abandoned  ;  and  then  inikad  of  fupplying  Foreigners, 
it  V, ill  be  impoffible  for  us  to  iupply  ourielvxs,  either  with 
Sugars  or  Rum,  which  muii  of  courfe  be  attended  with  an 
infinite  Lofs  to  the  Nation. 

•  Let  us  confider.  Sir,  what  vaft  Quantities  of  Manu- 
faftures  of  all  Kinds  are  vcaily  fent  from  Great  Britain  to 
our  feveral  Sugar-Ifland.',  and  trom  tiience  we  mull  fee  how 
greatly  the  Value  of  our  j'.xports  mull  be  diminillied.  This 
of  ;tlelf  would  be  an  infiniic  Lcfs  to  the  Nation  ;  but  then, 
if  we  could  have  no  Sug;>rs  or  Rum  from  thofe  Ifiands  for 
fupplying  our  Home-Confuiiiption,  our  Lofs  would  be  re 
doubled  ;  for  that  Confumption  would  then  be  fjpplied  from 
the  French  Ifiands  :  So  tjiat  the  Value  of  our  Imports  fron^* 
Fcrtign  Ccunt.'ies  vvorJd   be  conhderably  increafcd,    at  tiie 
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fame  Time  that  the  Value  of  our  Exports  would  be  greatly   Annr,<).  cen.  ii. 
dirainifhed  ;  and  how  this  would  afFeft  our  Balance  of  Trade, 
as  well  as  our  Manufaftures   here  at  Home,    I  leave  e\'ery 
Gentleman  to  judge. 

'  The  Duties  upon  Sugars  confumed  in  Great  Britain 
are  fiid  to  amount  to  near  130,0001.  a  Year,  and  as 
thefc  Sugars  pay  but  3  s.  6  d.  per  hundred  Weight,  we 
mule  from  tJience  conclude,  that  the  Sugars  comfumed  year- 
ly in  this  Ifland  muft  amount  to  above  700,000  hundred 
Weight ;  fo  that  if  we  were  obliged  to  purchafe  from  France 
all  the  Sugars  necefTary  for  our  Home-Confumption  at  the 
Rate  of  6  d.  per  Pound,  which  would  probably  be  the  Cafe, 
that  Confamption  only  would  carry  yearly  out  of  this  King- 
dom near  two  Millions  Sterling  :  To  this  let  us  add  the  Mo- 
ney tiiat  muft  neceifarily  be  carried  out  of  the  Nation 
yearly  for  Rum  ;  and  the  vaft  Sums  that  muft  yearly  be  car- 
ried oat  of  Ireland,  and  our  Northern  Colonies,  tor  the  Su- 
gars and  Rum  they  ftand  in  need  of  ;  and  from  thefe  two 
Confiderations  only,  we  muft,  I  think,  conclude,  that  by 
the  Lofs  of  the  Sugar  Trade  only,  the  Balance  of  Trade 
would  be  entirely  turned  againft  us.  Then  let  us  conii- 
der  what  vaft  Numbers  of  our  People  are  now  employed,  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  in  the  Produftion  and  Manufaflure  of 
our  Sugars ;  what  vaft  Numbers  of  our  Manufadlurers  of  all 
Kinds  are  concern'd  in  providing  NecefTaries  and  Utenfils 
for  them  ;  and  what  a  Number  of  our  Seamen  are  yearly 
employed  in  tranfporting  our  Sugars  and  Rum  to  Great 
Britain  ;  and  from  thence  we  may  fee  how  greatly  the  Num- 
ber of  our  People,  efpecially  our  Seamen,  muft  be  diminiih- 
ed,  and  confequently  how  conftderably  the  Power,  and  Naval 
Force,  of  this  Nation  muft  be  reduced  by  the  Lofs  of  the 
Sugar-Trade  :  But  what  is  ftill  of  worfe  Confequence,  and 
I  beg  of  Gentlemen  to  confider  it,  all  the  Riches,  all  the 
Power,  and  all  the  Naval  Force  we  may  in  this  Cafe  lofe, 
muft  neceftarily  be  added  to  that  Kingdom  from  which  ws 
muft  always  have  the  moft  to  fear. 

'  Having  now,  Sir,  reprefented  to  you  the  fatal  Confe- 
quences,  with  which  the  Lofs  of  the  Sugar-Trade  muft  be 
attended,  I  flwl!  next  confider  how  that  Trade  may  be  af- 
fefted  by  the  Bill  before  us.  I  believe  it  will  be  granted, 
by  every  Man  who  underftands  any  Thing  of  our  Sugar- 
Plantations,  that  confidering  the  Diiadvantages  they  lie  u'v 
dcr  at  prefcnt,  it  would  be  inipoflible  for  them  to  carry  oa 
tlie  Trade,  or  to  produce  any  Sugars,  if  they  had  not  a 
ready  Sale  for  their  Rum  at  the  Price  it  now  bear? ;  therefore 
every  Thing,  that  tends  towards  leftening  that  Pi  ice,  mult  be 
a  Step  towards  the  Ruin  of  our  Sugar-'l'rade.  Novy  if  the 
Cor.tumption  of  any  Commodity  be  Icillned,  tiie  Qaannty 
Dd  z  brcn^ht 
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brought  to  M.irket  muft  be  leflened,  or  the  Price  will  fink 
of  Courfc;  and  as  the  Confumption  of  Rum  will  certainly 
be  very  much  diminifhed  by  this  Bill  :is  it  now  Hands,  we 
muft  conclude  that  cur  Sugar-Planters  cannot  have  a  ready 
Sale  for  their  Rum  at  the  Price  it  now  bears,  if  they  con- 
tinue to  produce  as  much  as  they  do  at  prefent  :  And  we 
alio  know,  that  our  Sugar-Ifl:mds  are  not  fit  for  producing 
any  Thing  that  can  turn  to  Account  but  Sugars  and  Rum  ; 
fo  that  if  we  put  it  out  of  their  Power  to  get  a  Sale  for 
them,  at  fuch  a  Price  as  they  may  fubiiil  by,  a  great  Num- 
ber of  them  muft  necefTarily  leave  our  Iil'inds  and  fettle  a- 
mong  the  French  in  Hifpaniola  or  St  Lucia,  where  there  is 
Ground  fufHcient  for  them  all,  and  where  they  will  without 
Doubt  meet  with  Encouragement.  The  few  Sugar-Planters 
left  upon  our  own  Iflands  may  then,  perhaps,  get  a  profitable 
Price  for  the  Sugar  and  Rum  they  produce,  becaufe  we  Ihall 
certainly  endeavour,  by  Prohibitions  and  high  Duties,  to 
prevent  the  Importation  of  foreign  Sugars,  Rum  or  Brandy  ; 
but  we  cannot  in  fucii  Cafe  propofe  to  fell  any  at  a  foreign 
Market :  And  even  with  refpefl  to  our  Home-Confuniption, 
we  know  how  impolTible  it  is  to  prevent  the  Importation,  or 
Confumption,  of  any  foreign  Commodity,  when  there  is  a 
great  Advantage  to  be  got  by  running  it  upon  us. 

'  Wt  know,  Sir,  that  in  none  but  our  own  Markets  our 
Sugar-Planters  can  fell  any  great  Quantity  of  their  Rum 
they  produce,  which  is  at  prefent  equal  in  Value  to  one  4th 
r.irt  of  all  their  other  Produft:.  :  If  then  by  the  Bill  now 
before  us,  we  diroinifh  by  one  half  the  prefent  Confumption 
of  Rum,  as  our  Sugar-Planters  can  difpofe  of  it  no  where 
elfe,  it  is  abfolutely  rendering  ufelefs  to  them  one  8th  Part 
of  tiifir  whole  Produce,  v/hich  is  above  twelve  per  Cent. 
and,  I  am  afraid,  is  more  than  any  one  of  our  Sugar-Plan- 
ter.^ can  make  clear  Profit  to  himfelf.  From  hence.  Sir, 
wi:  may  fee  how  dangerous  it  is,  to  lay  fuch  a  llellralnt  upon 
the  Con  fa  niption  of  Rum  as  is  propcfed  by  this  Bill  :  Y^it 
this  Reilraint,  dar'gerou';  as  it  is,  I  fnould  have  readily  a- 
greed  to,  if  the  Confumption  of  Rum,  cither  by  itfelf  or 
iji  Pur.ch,  had  ever  given  Occafion  to  any  of  the  Evils  now 
complained  of,  or  even  if  we  could  hope  thereby  to  render 
our  People  at  home  more  fober,  frugal,  or  induitrious  ;  be- 
caufe, in  cither  Cafe,  I  fhould  have  at  the  fame  Time  pro- 
pofcd  the  freeing  of  our  Sugar-Planters  from  all  Quit-rent;; 
and  Taxe'),  frcm  all  Salaries  or  Prefents  to  Governors,  and 
even  from  al!  Expence  of  maintaining  and  repairing  their 
own  Fortifications  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  I  would  have 
been  for  giving  them  Liberty  to  export  tl.eir  Sugars  and  Rimi 
direa'y  to  any  Market  in  the  whole  World  :  But  neither  of 
theie  is  the  Cafe  at  prefent ;  for  t.he  inferior  People  never 

have 
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have  made,  nor  can  make  an  exceffive  Ufe  of  Rum  :  It  is 
never  ufed,  either  by  itfelf,  or  when  made  into  Punch,  but 
by  the  better  Sort ;  and  by  taking  from  them  Punch,  we 
(hall  only  throw  them  into  the  Way  of  drinking  Wine, 
which  will  be  a  greater  Expence  to  them,  and  to  the  Nation. 

'  But,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  Confumption  of  Rum  only,  that 
will  be  diminilhed  by  prohibiting  the  Retail  of  Punch,  the 
Confumption  of  Sugar  likewife  will  be  greatly  diminilhed  ; 
for  tho'  People  may  ftill  make  ufe  of  Punch  at  their  own 
Houfes,  we  know  that  our  People  do  not  much  like  Enter- 
tainments at  one  another's  Houfes  :  From  that  Spirit  of  Li- 
beriy  (o  natural  to  them,  and  which  I  hope  no  Minilter 
fhall  ever  be  able  to  root  out,  they  like  to  be  at  a  Publick- 
Houfe  upon  an  equal  Footing  and  a  fair  Club  ;  and  therefore 
we  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  Confumption  at  their  own  Houfes 
will  amount  to  near  the  Quantity  formerly  confumed.  We 
are  driving  the  People  from  the  Ufe  of  a  Liquor  almoft 
wholly  produced  by  the  Jndullry  of  our  own  Subjedls,  to  the 
Ufe  of  a  Liquor  produced  by  Foreigners,  with  whom  we 
have  not,  I  believe,  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  be  per- 
fedlly  well  fatisfied. 

*  I  fhould  have  been  glad.  Sir,  to  have  feen  this  Bill  fo 
framed  as  to  have  left  our  People  the  free  Ufe  of  Rum  ; 
but  as  the  Houfe  feems  to  be  of  Opinion  that  this  would 
open  a  Way  for  evading  the  Aft  ;  and  as  the  Claufe  is  drawn 
up  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  prevent  its  being  poffible  to  draw 
fiom  it  any  IVTcthod  of  evading  the  Law  ;  or  putting  it  in 
the  Power  of  the  common  People  to  make  an  exceffive  Ufe 
of  Punch  ;  and  as  no  bad  Confequence  can  accrue  from  per- 
mitting the  Ufe  of  it  among  the  better  Sort,  I  hope  the 
Iloufe  Will  agree  to  it.' 

I'o  this  it  was  unfwer'd  by  the  Advocates  for  the  Bill,  as 
follows  : 
Sir, 

'  Although  the  Complaints,  which  occafioned  the  bringing 
in  of  the  Bill  now  before  us,  were  chiefly  aimed  againll  the 
exceffive  Ufe  of  Home-made  Spirits  among  the  common 
People,  yet  I  believe  it  will  be  granted,  that  the  Ufe  even 
of  Punch,  has  of  late  Years  become  too  exceffive.  It  is 
well  "known  how  confidcr.ibly  the  Number  of  our  Punch- 
Houies  have  increafed  within  thefc  few  Years,  and  how  much 
they  have  been  frequented  by  Perfons  of  all  Degrees,  efpe- 
cially  iince  the  Method  of  retailing  Punch  in  fo  fmall  Quan- 
tities has  begun  to  be  praftifcd  :  This  we  may  be  alTured 
of  from  the  Numbers  of  Advertifements  relating  to  fuch 
Houfes,  which  have  daily  appeared  in  our  News-Papers  for 
two  or  three  Years  pail  ;  and  as  every  fuch  Houfe  is  a 
Ten:paticn  thrown  in   cIk'  Way  of  our  People  for  idling 

away 
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away  their  Time,  I  am  of  Opinion  that  it  is  now  bccojne 
ablblutcly  necefiary  to  remove  them  out  of  the  Way,  or  at 
kail  to  leflen  the  Number  of  tlicm  a?  much  as  we  can. 
I  do  not.  Sir,  in  the  leatl  queftion  but  this  Evil  was  fore- 
feen  kveral  Years  ago  ;  but,  among  tiie  many  Advantages 
we  enjoy  by  the  Nature  of  our  ConlHtution,  we  are  ex- 
pofcd  to  tiiis  Inconvenience,  that  it  is  feldom  practicable 
to  prevent  an  Evil,  till  it  becomes  fo  apparent  as  to  be  fek 
almolt  by  tvcry  Man  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  i:i  the  prefent 
Cafe,  though  the  Evils  now  complained  of  were  forefeen  a 
dozen  Years  fince,  yet  it  is  certain  that  no  Propofition  for 
preventing  them  vvould  then  have  met  with  any  Reception  ; 
on  the  contrary,  if  any  fuch  had  then  been  offered,  I 
believe  whoever  fliould  have  prcpofed  it,  would  have  been 
looked  on  as  a  Madman  :  Yet  I  am  convinced  it  will  now 
be  granted,  that  the  paffing  fuch  a  Bill  would  have  been  of 
great  Service  to  the  Nation  ;  and  the  Objection  of  turning 
a  Number  of  People  oat  of  their  Way  of  fubfifting  their 
Families,  would  not  then  have  been  fo  Ib-ong  as  it  is  at  pre- 
fent. This  is  the  Caie  of  every  general  Nuiancc,  which  al- 
ways contributes  to  the  Advantage  of  fome  particular  Per- 
fons,  who  will  oppofe  its  Removal  as  long  as  they  can, 
but  when  it  comes  to  be  fenfibly  felt,  they  mull  then  fub- 
mit  ;  and  the  Advantage  or  Convenience  of  particular  Per- 
fons  is  not  to  be  regarded. 

'  I  am  fenfible,  Sir,  of  the  prefent  bad  Circum fiances  of 
our  Sugar- Colonies,  and  as  defirous  to  have  the  Hardihips 
they  complain  of  removed,  as  any  Gentleman  can  be  ;  and 
therefore  I  fhall  readily  concur  with  any  Meafures  for  their 
Relief,  that  do  not  tend  to  the  Ruin  of  their  Mother  Coun- 
try :  But  for  the  Sake  of  encouraging  the  Sale  of  their  Rum 
or  Sugars,  I  cannot  fubmit  to  the  Continuance  of  an  Enor- 
mity, which  will  evidently  tend  to  deitroy  the  Health  and 
Morals  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain.  For  this  Reafon  I 
am  againft  making  any  Exceptions  to  the  Bill  now  before 
us  :  The  Difeafe  we  are  nov/  fully  fsnfihle  of,  the  Remedy 
we  have  in  our  Hand-,  do  not  let  us  mix  that  Remedy  up 
with  any  Palliative  which  may  leil'en,  perha;;.-  entirely  pre- 
•^•ent  its  Efrcdl.  We  may  nad  many  M-=thcds  for  giving  our 
Sugar-Colonies  a  full  Coropenfation  for  the  Difddvaritage 
they  ma_v  be  fubjccted  to  by  this  Bill  ;  but  that  cannot  be 
granted  by  the  Biil  now  t:,ef'jre  us,  it  is  a  SubjeCl  of  a  quite 
airFerent  Nature,  and  wiil  therefore  require  a  feparate  Bill. 
This  we  may  notptrhaps  be  able  to  accompIi.Ta  m  the  pre- 
fent Seliion,  but  tlieir  Cafe  may  be  fully  examined  into  be- 
fore the  nex'-.  and  a  proper  Relief  he  granted,  and  in  the 
mean  Time  th'ir  Lofs  cannot  be  very  confiderable. 
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*  I  fnall  not,  Sir,  difpute  the  Confequence  of  cur  Sugar-  Anr.c  9.  Oeo.  it. 
Iflands  to  this  Kingdom,  or  its  being  a  Lofs  to  them  to  leflen 
the  Confumption  of  their  Rum  in  Great  Britain  ;  but  I  am 
convinced  they  might  fell  their  Rum  cheaper,  and  yet  have 
a  confiderable  Profit.  If  they  fhould  lower  the  Price  of 
their  Rum  but  a  very  little,  they  might  find  a  Vent  for  it 
in  many  other  Places,  a  Vent,  which  v.ould  be  more  than 
fuiHcient  for  anfwering  the  fmall  Diminution,  that  may  by 
this  Law  be  occafioned  in  the  Confumption  of  it  in  Great 
Britain  ;  and  that  Foreign  Vent,  would  be  more  to  the  Ad- 
vantage of  their  native  Country  than  felling  the  fame  Quan- 
tity at  double  the  Price  to  be  confumed  in  this  Ifland.  It  is 
therefore  againlt  the  eeneral  Interell  of  this  Country,  to  en- 
courage the  Home-Coin''amption  fo  much,  as  to  enable  our 
Planters  to  fell  all  they  can  make  at  a  high  Price  in  Great 
Britain  ;  and  on  the  other  Kand  it  is  our  Duty  to  take  all 
poifible  Meafures  for  enabling  them  to  fell  it  at  a  cheap  Rate 
to  Foreigners ;  for  if  the  Price  of  Rum  could  be  fo  much  re- 
duced, as  that  it  might  be  purchafed  cJieaper  than  Brandy 
or  Geneva,  vaft  Quantities  of  it  would  be  coni'umed  in 
North  America,  in  Africa,  and  in  the  Countries  bordering 
upon  the  Baltick  ;  and  even  at  Home  the  Coni'umption  of 
French  and  Flemafli  Brandies  would  be  very  much  dimi- 
niih-d. 

'  I  do  not  know,  Sir,  but  by  prohibiting  the  Retail  of 
Punch,  fome  frnall  Addition  may  be  made  to  our  Confump- 
tion of  Wines  ;  hut  then  ic  will  be  with  refpcd  to  Port 
Wines  only  ;  and  as  our  Trade  with  Portugal  is,  in  the 
main,  a  very  profitable  Trade,  it  is  our  Intereit  to  encourage 
it  as  much  as  we  can  :  Hovvcvcr,  I  rather  think  moil:  of 
thofe  who  ufed  to  drink  Punch,  will  drink  Fine  Ale  a)id 
Strong  Beer,  cr  thofe  Home-made  Wines  which  we  call 
Sweets  ;  and  it  is  as  much  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  to  en- 
courage the  Confumption  of  thefe  Liquors,  as  that  of  any 
otner.  By  increafing  tiie  Confuuiption  of  Fine  Ale  ai:d 
Strofig  Beer,  we  fliall  encourage  tjic  Tillage  of  our  Land:.,  in 
CTreat  Britain  ;  and  by  incrtahng  tiie  Cciifamption  of  Fionie- 
made  Vv'iries,  we  fiiail  encourage  tlje  'i  rade  of  our  Sugar- 
li'lands,  becaufe  in  the  making  fuch  there  aie  great  (^~>_ii:i;> 
l;'ies  of  Sugar  aCcd  ;  (o  U\-ii  if  li.cy  fliould  becvnic  of  ;/; 
j::.ineral  Ufe  as  Puncii  i;wU  pi citiif,  our  Dcmarid  1...r  S!.!.--irs 
;;,.]!t  r,ccf'ff-ri)y  hz  inrrc<..cd. 

'  'i  o  corxlui.lf,  Sii-,  ii  you  e.vcmpt  T'linc'i  ficu}  ti)c  I  Ji-- 
';'.-s  10  be  impofcd  hy  zl\::i  Ei'll,  you  vvii!  iMuicr  ic  .•:;tr.gt  tiu.r 
ji.'.jucvril  ;  for  under  tJij  Niiinc  <-i  tli::  i  ■;(:•..'■;■■.  ..u  ;  t,:<:, 
tiMy  6''jU  of  Spiriluoii;.  Lifjij;).-  vvjll  he.  rcf.i'..:';  :  (  -ji  (,r,i;i- 
dv-L'.ln..p-  aid  cur  G:i!  '"jlis-'ps  will  ih':n  tie  .lii  tiirricti  i:!rrj 
I\;i;i.ii  b.hop',   cnii  I'co:  ie    \>.iii    l.ic    a^  inuca  '..'■..'/auci.ed,   rod 
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Anno  9.  Off.  ji,  ^uf  Strccts  as  full  of  Objefts  of  Pity  and  Contempt  as  erer, 
y^  —J-  J  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  am  for  making  an  Experiment,  at 
Icalt,  for  one  Year,  of  the  Bill  as  it  ftands  at  prefent :  As  it 
is  a  very  extraordinary  Regulation,  we  fhall  probably  in  next 
Seffion  have  Occafion  to  make  fome  Alterations :  By  that 
Time  we  fhall  fee  what  EfFefl  the  diminifhing  the  Retail  of 
Punch  will  have  upon  our  People  ;  we  Ihall  likewife  fee  what 
EfFeft  it  may  be  like  to  have  upon  our  Sugar-Colonies.  In 
the  mean  Time  the  Prohibition  cannot  be  attended  with  any 
extraordinary  bad  EfFeft,  and  therefore  I  fliall  be  againft  ad- 
ding the  Claufe  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  pro- 
pofed.' 
Farther  Argii:rrnts      Xo  this  it  was  replied  by  the  Mcmbcrs,  who  v/ere  for  thei 
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chuic.  Clauie : 

Sir, 

'  When  the  honourable  Gentleman  iSir  yofeph  Jekyll  ^ 
was  pleafed  to  find  Fault  with  the  great  Number  of  our 
Punch-Houfes,  I  wifli  he  had  added  Taverns  and  Alehoufes^ 
for  I  am  convinced  the  great  Number  of  the  latter  is  as  fen- 
fible  a  Grievance  as  the  former  ;  and  have  contrived  more 
Temptations  for  People  to  loiter  away  their  Time  :  But  the 
unbounded  Liberty  fo  many  Years  given  to  fetting  up  Publick 
Houfes  of  all  Kinds,  proceeds  from  an  Error  in  Politicks^ 
by  which  it  was  the  Interell  of  thofe  to  multiply  fuch  Hou- 
fes, who  only  had  the  Power  to  prevent  their  Increafe.  This, 
Sir,  is  the  true  Caufe  of  tJiut  prodigious  Number  of  Houfes 
of  Entertainment  fet  up  in  every  Part  of  this  Kingdom  ;  and 
the  Power  of  thofe,  to  whom  we  had  given  an  Interell  in 
fuch  Houfes,  has  been  fo  confiderable,  that  it  was  in  vain 
for  any  Gentleman  to  propofe  a  Remedy.  Notwithftanding 
the  terrible  Outcry,  that  was  univerfally  raifed  againft  the  ex- 
ceffive  Ule  of  Spirituous  Liquors  amongft  the  Common  Peo- 
ple, I  doubt  much  if  we  could  have  applied  any  efFedual  Re- 
medy, unlefs  fome  Perfons  had  found  it  their  Intereft  to  agree 
to  it. 

'  1  faall  readily  agree.  Sir,  that  the  prefent  Number  of 
our  Punch-Houles  is  too  great ;  but  there  is  a  great  Diffe- 
rence between  too  great  a  Number,  and  none  at  all  :  By  the 
Propofition  now  made,  the  Retailing  of  Punch  will  be  con- 
fined to  Houfes  where  other  ilrong  Liquors  are  by  Licence  to 
be  fold,  which  will  of  Courfe  very  much  diminiih  the  Num- 
ber of  our  PuncliHoufes  ;  and  where  Men  are  allowed  to 
drink  any  other  Sort  of  ftrong  Liquor,  I  can  fee  no  Reafon 
why  they  may  not  be  allowed  to  drink  Punch,  for  I  am  per- 
fuadcd  it  is  as  wholcfome  a  Liquor  as  can  be  found  at  fuch 
Houfes.  I  wifli.  Sir,  that  cffedual  Methods  had  been  taken, 
many  Years  fmce,  for  preventing  our  People  from  fupporting 
their  Families  by  the  Retail  of  Spirituous  Liquors  :  I  am  con- 
vinced, 
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■vinced,  that  thereby  the  Labour  and  Induilry  of  aJi  our  Pec- 
|)]e  has  been  very  much  diminifhed,    and  therefore  I  wifh 
fome  etfedual  Reltraints  had  been  laid  upon  thofe,  who  have 
the  Power  of  granting  fuch  Licences.     Though  the  publick 
Good  certainly  requires  an  immediate  Reitrainc  upon  the  ex- 
ceffivc  \3{t  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  yet  I  cannot  think  that  a 
Prohibition  of  felling  any  fuch  Liquors  by  Retail,  elpecially 
when  they  are  reftified  by  Waterj  or  made  into  Punch,  can 
be  abfolutely  neceffary  :    Nay,  if  fuch  a  Prohibition  were 
neceffary,  my  Concern  for  the  Numbers  of  People  who  now 
live  by  that  Retail  is  fuch,  that  I  fliould  rather  be  for  intro- 
ducing the  Prohibition  by  Degrees  ;  by  which  Method  a  ge- 
neral Diitrefs  would  be  prevented  ;  becaufe  fome  would  die 
in  the  mean  Time,  and  the  relt  would  have  Time  to  provide 
a  Livelihood  in  fome  other  VVay* 

*  This  Bill  would,  I  believe,  have  met  with  very  little 
Succefs,  if  it  had  not  been  fupported  by  another  Proportion 
which  is  now  made  Part  of  it.  I  Ihall  admit.  Sir,  that 
thofe  who  find  a  private  Intereft  in  any  publick  Nuiance, 
generally  endeavour  to  oppofe  its  Removal,  even  although 
they  are  fully  fenllble  that  their  Country  mull  be  ruined  by 
its  Continuance.  Of  fuch  Men,  I  am  afraid  we  have  too 
many  in  this  Kingdom,  but  I  hope  not  one  in  this  Houfe. 

'  With  refpei't  to  our  Sugar-Colonies,  Sir,  I  am  furprifed 
to  hear  fuch  Rcafoning  upon  that  Subject.  They  may  pro- 
bably be  ruined  by  piohiuicing  the  Retail  of  their  Rum  in 
Great  Britain  j  but  Gentlemen  lay,  we  may  give  them  a  full 
Compenfation  the  next  Seifion  ;  wiiich  to  me  feems  the  fame 
as  if  I  Ihould  fay  to  a  Man,  I  muil:  now  knock  your  Brains 
out,  but  next  Year  I'll  do  fomething  to  bring  you  to  Life 
again  :  For  God's  Sake,  Sir,  let  us  confider  the  unfortunate 
Cafe  of  many  of  our  Sugar- lilands,  whofe  whole  Subfitk-ncc 
depends  upon  the  Sale  of  that  Moiety  of  their  Rum,  which 
v/c  are  by  this  Bill  to  deprive  them  of  :  The  Produce 
of  their  whole  prefent  Crop  of  Sagirs,  and  the  other  Moi- 
ety of  their  Rum,  may  be  neccifary  for  defraying  the  Charge 
of  their  next  Year's  Crop  ;  and  if  Vv'e  difappoint  them  in  the 
Sale  of  what  they  defigned  for  fubfilling  their  Families,  they 
muft  break  in  upon  tlie  Stock  neccUary  for  producing  another 
Crop  ;  by  which  Means  every  Sugar-Planter,  who  is  rot  be- 
forehand with  the  World,  mufl  necclTarily  be  undone  :  This 
I  am  perfuaded  will  be  the  Cafe  of  mofl  of  cur  fmall  Plan- 
ters, and  in  them  we  know  the  Strength  of  cur  Sugar-Iflands 
confills  ;  tho'  the  Regulations  we  are  next  Year  to  make  may 
be  a  Compenfation  to  thofe  who  can  Hand  the  Shock. 
There  is  no  Pretence  for  faying  that  the  Ufe  of  Rum  when 
made  into  Punch,  for  one  Year  larger,  will  dellroy  the 
Health  or  Mor:d-  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  therefor" 
Vol.    IV.  F   "  v;hv 
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ig.  fico.  II.  wliy  fhoulJ  we  ilo  an  Injury  to  our  Sugar- Planters,  'till  we 
_i."'l_^  I  are  ready  to  grant  them  a  proper  Redrefs  ?  Wiiy  fhoul '  •> 'e 
prevent  the  Sale  of  their  Rum  in  Great  Britain,  'till  we  .  i.e 
made  iucli  Regulations  as  may  enable  them  to  fell  it  to  Ad- 
vantage at  fonie  other  Market  ? 

'  We  are  told,  Sir,  that  our  Sugar-Planters  mis^ht  fell 
their  Rum  much  cheaper,  and  yet  have  a  coniiderable  yearly 
Froi^t  from  their  feveral  Plantations  ;  but  I  wifh  that  fort 
of  Reafor.ing  had  been  founded  upon  Faifts  known  to  the 
Houi'e  ;  fori  believe,  if  we  were  to  examine  our  Sugar- 
Planters,  they  would  give  us  Ilrong  Reafons  for  convincing 
us,  that  in  their  prefent  Circumltances  it  is  impoffible  to  fell 
their  Sugars  or  Rum  cheaper.  We  all  know  how  dear  living 
i:  is  in  oar  Sugar-Iflands,  what  Taxes  they  pay,  and  what 
moni'troas  Price:  tacy  give  for  their  Slaves,  and  for  every 
Thi;'.g  el!e  necelTary  for  the  Produftion  of  Sugars  :  We  like- 
wile  knosv  at  what  a  cheap  Rate  both  Sugars  and  Rum  are 
fold  upon  the  Spot  v.'here  they  are  produced,  and  if  we  com- 
pare the  Expence  and  the  Profits  together,  the  Impoffibility 
of  felling  cheaper  will  fully  appear.  It  certainly  v.ould  be 
an  Advantage  to  the  Nation,  to  enable  our  Sugar-Planters  to 
fell  their  Rum  at  foreign  Markets  rather  than  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  it  is  not  the  P;ice  the  poor  Planters  fell  it  at,  which 
prevents  its  being  fold  in  foreign  Markets  ;  it  is  the  wife 
Regulations  we  nave  made  here  at  home  ;  for  we  feem  to 
h.ive  ta:;cn  Care  to  prevent  its  being  in  their  Power  to  dif- 
poic  of  their  Rum  at  any  foreign  Market  :  In  the  firll 
Place,  their  R.urn  mull:  be  all  Linded  in  Great  Britain,  before 
it  can  be  canicd  to  any  foreign  Maricct  in  Europe  i  (o 
that  it  mull  b>:  enlarged  with  double  Freight  and  double 
Commiffion,  bcfidcs  i^orierage,  Wi-arfagc,  and  feveral  other 
fmali  It'.-ms  upon  the  Importation  and  Exportation,  all  which, 
upon  lurh  a  chtaj)  ana  fuch  a  bulky  Commodity,  mull  a- 
mount  to  more  than  the  \  alue  of  ihe  prime  Cofc  :  And  in 
the  nc;\t  Place  v.e  laiow  tiaii,  in  order  to  make  Rum  pala- 
table, it  nu:.!  be  l-.ept  in  a  good  Cellar  for  feveral  Years ; 
now  there  .irc  bur  few  of  our  Planters  can  fpare  to  keep 
their  Rum  by  them,  nor  woSid  it  be  proper  to  keep  it  in 
thofe  iiot  Ciin'.ate.':  ;  and  w:  hv-  obliging  our  Merchants  at 
heme  to  pay  the  high  Duties  upon  it  foon  after  its  landing, 
we  render  it  impofiibit  tov  nicii:  of  tlKau  to  keep  it  "tiil  it  is 
fit  for  any  Market  ;  or  ii'  Umv:  of  them  do,  the  Interelt  of 
the  Duties  upon  it  at  iiome  lifc;  ib  hii^h,  that  it  becomes 
im.poflible  to  fell  it  to  Ads'antage  r.t  any  foreign  Alarket. 
Both  tneie  Difadvar.t.  ge--  i'li^ht  be  very  eafily  renio\  cd  ; 
aiidwhtn  th;.-,  i?  c;  lic  \vc  i-arv  perliaps  make  tree  v.ith  our 
PiomcConfiiniption  of  that  Lieiror  ;  but  'till  then  I  am 
••or: viiiCi'd.    the:    |-.;Uirre    a     'U.p    :o   our    Ilome-Coniump- 

tiun. 
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lion,  will  be  running  the  Rilk  of  ruining  intire'y  our  Sugar- 
Colonies. 

'Itisriid,  Sir,  that  upon  our  prohibiting  the  Retail  of 
Punch,  our  People  will  fall  naturally  into  the  drinking  of 
Pine  Ale,  Strong  Beer,  and  Home-made  Wines.  I  wifli  it 
may  be  b  ;  and  J  am  convinced  the  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
'  >Te  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  will  increafe  the  Confumption  of 
'  er  and  Ale,  tho'  this  has  been  denied,  or  at  leail:  much 
doab'  .'  of,  by  the  fame  Gentlemen  in  a  former  Debate  on 
t'"'s  ii  ,;  ;  but  as  for  moft  of  our  Punch-Drinkers,  they 
a'  -^^nerally  the  better  Sort  of  our  People,  and  moll  of 
th  ,.  will  fill  into  the  drinking  of  foreign  Wines,  which 
Co.  •  mption  will  not  be  confined  to  the  Wines  of  Portugal 
oul' ;  tor  the  Spanifh  and  Italian  Wines  will  certainly  come 
in  ior  a  Share,  as  well  as  French  Clarets.  As  for  our 
Homc-inade  Wii.es,  the  Uieof  them  will  never  become  fo 
general  as  the  Ufe  of  Punch  ;  and  unlefs  this  happens  to 
be  the  Cafe,  our  Sugar-Colonies  will  Uiffer  in  the  Confump- 
tion of  their  Sugars  as  well  as  their  Rum. 

'  1  will  allov/   that   by  prohibiting  the  Retail  of  Punch, 
fome  little  Addition  uill  be  made  to  the  Confumption  of  our 
Home-made  Wines  ;  but  I  am  convinced  the  chief  Addition 
will  be  to  the  foreign    Wines,  which  muft  neceffarily  be  a 
g'cat-  I  »ifadvantage  to   the  Nation,    tho'  it  will  be  a  double 
Advni.  ge  to  the  Civil  Lill  ;    for  that  Revenue  will  be  con- 
fide: ably  increafed  by  the  great  Number  of  new  Wine-Li- 
ce-..cc,  that  will  of  Courfe  be  taken  out,  every  Shilling  of  the 
Diuic     noon   which    belongs  to  the  Civil  Lift  ;  and  it  will 
b 'h..  s  ;^'et  a  great  deal  more  by  the  Confumption  of  Wine, 
tiiai!  ;'  could  have  ever  got  by  the   Confumption  of  Rum 
made    ,   to  Punch  ;   for    as  one   Bottle  of  good  Rum  made 
into  Punch,  will  go   as  far  as  four  Bottles  of  Wine  ;   and  as 
the  Civil  Lill  gets  at  leafl:  16  d.    by  the  Confumption  of  four 
Potrlcs  of  Wine,  and  but  9  d.  or  10  d.   at  moif  by  one  Bot- 
tle of  Rum    made  into  Punch,    the    Civil  Lift  will  be  a 
double  Gainer  by  tliisCliange  of  Liquors.     'Tis  true,  a  con- 
fiderable  Addition  has  always  been  made  by  Adulteration  to 
foreign  Wines  after   liiey  are  imported,    {o  that  we  cannot 
fuppoie  ttie  Civil  Lill  will  get  4d.   by  every  Bottle  hereafter 
to  beconfumed  :  But  then  if  the  drinking  of  Punch  be  con- 
tinued,   we  cannot  reckon  that  tlie  Civil  Lill  could  get   9  d. 
or  10  d.    by  every  Bottle  of  Rum  made  ufe  of,  bccauie  great 
(^Tntiiies  of  Puncii  have  alway:i  been  made  of  Rum  run  in 
Vv',:  hout  paying  Duty;  and  tlie  r)aantity    of  Punch,    made 
iro.n  firii  Liq-iors,   will  always  be  at  Icnit  equal  to  the  Quan- 
tity   adJjJ   by    our   W"ine-Coopers  to  foreign  Wines   after 
Lnpcrt  ;tion. 

E  e  2  *  The 
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*  The  Claufe  now  offered  is,  in  my  Opinion,  Sir,  drawn 
up  fo  cautioufly,  that  it  is  impoflibl^  to  m<ike  any  Handle 
of  it  for  evading  the  Law.  The  Punch,  to  be  retailed  by 
this  Claufe,  muft  be  mixed  with  two  third  Parts  Water  at 
leaft,  in  the  Prcfence  of  the  Buyer,  and  mull  not  be  retailed 
in  a  k'fs  Quantity  than  one  Pint,  or  at  a  lefs  Price  than  af- 
ter the  Rate  of  5  *.  per  Gallon  :  It  will  therefore  be  im- 
poffible  to  fell  any  fpirituous  Liquor  under  the  Name  of 
Punch,  unlcfs  it  be  mixed  with  two  third  Parts  Water  ;  an4 
the  not  allowing  it  to  be  (old  at  a  lefs  Price  than  5  £.  per 
Gallon,  or  in  a  lefs  Quantity  than  one  Pint,  will  prevent 
Tippling  as  much  as  poflible.  To  pretend  that  the  Frauds 
cannot  be  difcovered,  becaufe  the  Drinkers  will  always  be 
Parties  to  the  Evafion,  is  an  Objeftlon  that  will  hold  equal- 
ly ftrong  againft  every  Claufe  in  the  Bill  j  for  the  Drinkers 
muft  be  Parties  to  every  Fraud  that  can  be  committed,  and 
yet  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  they  v/iil  generally  be  the  In- 
formers :  Nay,  even  with  Refpeft  to  the  retailing  of  Gin, 
it  may  fafely  be  fold  and  drank  in  a  private  Corner,  with- 
out any  Danger  of  Difcovery,  uniefs  the  Drinkers  thera- 
felvcs  become  Informers. 

'  The  Bill  now  before  us  may  indeed,  Sir,  very  properly 
be  called  an  Experiment :  It  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  boldelt 
Experiments  in  Politicks  that  was  ever  made  in  a  free  Coun- 
try ;  and  feems  as  if  intended  to  try  the  Submiflion  and  Obe- 
iHence  of  our  People:  Even,  tho"  the  Claufe  now  propofed 
be  added,  like  Saul,  it  will  ruin  its  Thoufands  ;  but  if  this 
Claufe  be  not  added,  like  David,  it  will  ruin  its  ten  Thou- 
fands ;  and  if  by  this  Bill  our  Sugar-Trade  fhould  be  de- 
flroyed,  it  will  ruin  the  whole  Nation  at  laft.  I  truly.  Sir, 
make  r.o  Qucftion,  but  that  the  Bill  will  be  found  to  Hand 
in  need  of  feme  Amendments  in  the  very  next  Seflion  ;  I  da 
not  know  but  a  great  Part  of  it  may  then  be  repealed  ;  but 
as  for  that  Part  of  it  which  reUnes  to  the  Civil-Lift,  I  doubt 
much  if  it  will  ever  be  in  oui  Power  to  get  it  repealed  :  I  am 
convinced,  that  before  next  ?eiuon  it  will  be  foiind  neceflary 
to  alter  the  v/hole  Scheme  of  this  Bill,  and  to  contrive  fome 
»iew  Method  for  preventing  the  exceftu'e  Ufe  of  Spirituous 
Liquors  among  our  common  People  ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
rhoufands  of  our  People  abroad  and  ?,t  home  will  be  utterly 
urdonc  :  And  as  fuel:  Perfons  caniiot  be  recovered,  nor  re- 
t'.r.-c  r.uy  Benefit,  by  thofe  Alterations  we  may  then  think 
proper  to  make,  J  am  for  preventing  tlie  fpreading  of  this 
I^efolation  as  much  ;',s  po!nble,  and  therefore  am  for  adding 
ihc  Cl-nfc  now  propcfed.' 

The  Qu^iHon  was  then  put,  Vv'helher  fhe  above  Cbufe  be 
rrc^rd  to  the  Bill  j  which  paf-'d  in  the  Ncgitive,  by  203  to 
rP      And  then  tlie  Ei4  wai  cruered  :o  be  t.^^rofiVi. 
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April  20.  The  Bill  relating  to  Spirituous  Liquors  was  read  ajim^.  Geo.  i|. 
a  third  Time,  and  pafsM  without  a  Divifton  ;  and  Sir  Charles  |_  ,  -J-  ^ 
Turner  was  ordered  to  carry  it  up   to  the  Lords.  TheEii:  relating 

^pril  21.  The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  up-  qu,?/s'pa"?'d%^i"(i 
on  the  Quakers  Bill,  when  great  Alterations  were  made  to  *^'' ,"p  ^"'^^ 
every  Claufe  ;  and  it  was  propofed  to  leave  to  every  Perfon 
intitled  to  Tythes,  an  Option  to  fue  for  the  Recovery  of  Sl^'Q^^^ri'ari? 
them,  either  before  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  as  direfted  by 
that  Bill,  or  before  any  of  his  Majefty's  Courts  in  Weftmin- 
fter-Hall :   But  as  this  feemed  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Pre- 
amble of  the  Bill,  and  with  the  Intention  of  the  whole,  it 
was  Itrenuoufly  oppofed  ;  and  upon  the  Queftion's  being  put, 
it  was  upon  a  Divihon  carried  in  the  Negative  by  202  to  96. 

Jpril  zz.  The  Houfe  proceeded  on  the  Hearing  of  the  Pe-  farther  Proceej- 
tition  complaining  of  an  undue  Eledtion  for  the  County  of  ihfre  Eieft'Ion!''^" 
York,  (on  which  Affair  they  had  fat  every  Tuefday  and 
Thurfday  fince  the  prefcnting  of  the  faid  Petition,  p.  147.) 
and  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioner  Sir  Rowland  Winn,  fum- 
med  up  their  Evidence  ;  by  which  they  alledged  they  had 
difqualified  feveral  Perfons  as  not  being  aflefLd  to  the  Pub- 
lick  Taxes,  Church  Rates,  and  Parifh  Duties  ;  Others,  as 
having  no  Freehold  in  the  Place  vvhere  they  fwore  that  their 
Freehold  did  lie  ;  and  of  them  feveral  as  having  no  Ellate  at 
all,  being  Curates,  Schoolmafters,  Parifh-Clerks,  Hofpital- 
Men,  Leafeholaers  and  Copyholders ;  Others,  as  not  having 
Freeholds  of  the  Value  of  40  s.  per  Annum  ;  Others,  as  be- 
ing Minors  ;  Others,  as  having  purchafed  their  Freeholds 
within  one  Year  before  the  Eledlion  ;  Others,  as  having 
been  influenced  to  vote  by  Threats ;  Others,  as  having  voted 
twice ;  One,  as  being  an  Alien  ;  and  Others,  whofe  Votes 
appeared  upon  the  Poll,  though  there  were  no  fuch  Perfons 
either  in  the  Place  where  they  fwore  their  Freeholds  did  lie, 
or  in  the  Places  where  they  fwore  that  their  Abode  was : 
Hereupon  the  farther  Hearing  of  the  Affair  was  adjourned 
to  the  2Qth  ;  wheri  it  was  farther  adjourned  to  the  4th  of 
May.     ' 

April  2Q.  A  Motion  being  made  for  an  Addrefs  of  Con-  Motion  rri- Ad- 

1-  iT^-  A  ri-i>T  -1  r      1        drri"',  lo  the  Kinr, 

Pratuiation  to  the  Kmg,  on  Account  of  the  JNuptials  or   the  on  ih, Manb^c  tf 
rince  of  Wales  with  the  Princefs  of  Saxe-Gotha,  to  whom  'wair,'.''*"'^  "* 

his  Royal  Hiehntfb  w.is  married  on  the  zyth,  A'lr  Lyttlcton  „  ,     , 

n      J  fr     1  f  11  ^'^  I.yttlcto.i't 

Itood  up,  and  IpoKC  as  follows  :  ^pt-icn  c.  that 

iVir  Speaker, 

'  Though  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  has  been  faid  fo 

well  by  other  Gentlemen,  on  this  happy  and  agreeable  Occa- 

fion  ;  yet,  as  I  think,  that  nobody  fhonld  be  filent  on  a  Point 

to  which  nobody  can  be  indifferent,  I   beg  to  be  inuulg'd  in 

a  k-\w  Words,  to  declare   with  how  much  PIcafure  1  concur 

in  the  Motion  that  has  been  made  you  ;  And  indeed  he  iiiuft 

be 
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be  void  of  all  AfFcftion  to  the  Safety,  Peace,  and  Liberty  of 
his  Country,  who  does  not  rejoice  in  the  Iiicreafe  of  the 
Royal  Family,  on  the  Support  and  Continuance  of  which 
among  us  all  thofe  Bleflings  immediately  depend.  But,  Sir, 
there  is  yet  another  Reafon  for  our  Joy  en  this  Occafic^r:,  a 
Reafon,  which  every  Gentleman  that  Jiears  me  will  allov'^  to 
be  a  flrong  one  ;  I  mean,  a  particular  Rtg..ru  t-^  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  the  Prince,  which  can  no  more  be  leparated  from 
our  Duty  to  his  IVIajefty,  than  the  Interests,  or  Inclinafons 
of  fo  good  a  Father  from  thofe  of  (o  dui  ful  a  Son. 

'  There  may  be  fomething  in  the  Dgnity  of  Perfons 
rais'd  very  liigh  above  the  Rank  of  other  Mer,  which  might 
fet  them  at,  perhaps,  too  great  a  Diftance  from  the  Lo  j  of 
their  Inferiors  ;  and  make  us  often  participate  no  fa'  \  in 
their  Pleafares,  or  their  Pains,  than  Duty  or  Jnt^ix-::  re- 
quires :  Bat  he,  who  in  a  Station  thus  exaltea  ..ocve  tiie 
Wants  and  Miferies  of  Mankind,  can  feel  them  whi'  cue 
Tendernefs  of  an  Equal,  while  he  relieves  them  v'tu  the 
Beneficence  of  a  Superior ;  vvhofe  Heart  is  as  open  ^o  cne 
Sentiments  of  Humanity  and  Benevolence,  as  his  ?v'Iind  to 
the  Inipreilions  of  Truth  and  Juflice  ;  fuch  a  Pri^.C",  in  all 
the  Incidents  of  Life,  will  find  evci-y  body  fympat'^ife  ivich 
himfelf ;  his  Grief  will  be  a  national  Affliction,  his  joy  the 
Joy  of  a  whole  People. 

'  Sir,  It  is  right  and  decent,  and  agreeable  to  our  Tncli- 
Tiotions,  to  afcribe  every  Thing  that  is  done  for  the  publick 
Good  to  the  paternal  Cares  and  Goodncfs  of  the  King  :  But 
in  this  Inilance  it  is  peouiiarly  our  Duty  ;  i'or  tli's  is  a  Me- 
rit which  mai}.  belong  to  him  alone  :  In  tliis,  none  of  his 
Servants  can  have  a  Share  :  Tlie  moil:  arfam;i;g  Miniller 
could  lav  no  claim  to  it ;  it  is  las  ovv-;)  Acl  ;  to  him  we  are 
obliged  for  it,  and  to  him  cur  Acknowledgments  v.ve  due. 
He  has  heard  the  Wifhes  of  his  People,  who  forefivv  the 
Dangers  they  were  cxpofed  to,  if  his  Royal  Kiglmcis  by 
marrying  too  late  in  Life,  Ihould,  according  to  the  .,  -ai'/iry 
Co'Jric  of  Nature,  leave  an  Heir  to  the  Crov/n  in  :,  Minori- 
ty ;  a  Minority,  which  is  always  a  State  of  Wear-.-';eis,  Di- 
itradtion,  and  OppreiTior,  ;  a  Minority,  the  moil  pernicious 
of  ail  Governments,  becauie  it  is  the  Government  of  Mini- 
ilers.  It  v.'as  therefore  the  general  J^.fire  of  every  good 
Lng'ifnman,  that  a  Marriage  fo  neceitry  to  the  Pub'.ick 
iliouiu  no  longer  be  delayed  ;  and  his  Majclty  has  gracioufly 
been  pieafed  to  comply  with  that  Defire  :  He  has  remcv'd 
thofe  uneafy  Apprehenfions ;  and  by  llrengtheuinj,  and  in- 
creafmg  the  Royal  Family,  has  added  a  new  Security  to  our 
Happinels,  and,  we  may  hope,  entail'd  it  on  our  Polterity. 

'  As  onr  Thanks  are  due  to  him  for  the  Marriage,  they 
are  no  iefs  fo  for  his  Choice  of  a  Daughter-in-Lavv  ;  a  Prin- 
ce fs 
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'cefs  in  whom  Piety  and  Virtue  are  hereditary  Qualities ; 
The  eniir,ent  Merit  of  whofe  great  Anceftor  in  the  Defence 
of  the  I'iottllaut  Religion,  which  was  then  in  Germany,  as 
it  .iOw  is  in  Great  Britain,  united  to  the  Caufe  of  publick 
Liber  V,  nas  been  fo  amply  fet  forth  by  other  Gentlemen, 
particularly  tue  honourable  Perfon  \_Mr  Pultefieyl  who  made 
this  Motioi;,  whofe  great  Abilities  are  molt  equal  to  this,  or 
any  Suojedt,  that  no:hin^  is  left  for  me  to  add,  but  an  ardent 
^'^^iih  that  the  fame  Virtues  may  revive  again  with  equal 
Lullre,  and  happier  Fort'  ne,  in  her  Poflerity. 

x'or  all  thefe  Reafons,  for  many  more,  more  than  the 
Zeal  of  my  Heart  can  now  fuggell  to  me,  rnorc  than  the 
Eloqujnce  of  others  can  exprefs,  we  ought  molt  joyfully 
to  congratulate  his  M^'jeily  on  an  Event,  which  mull  give  hira 
the  greateft  Pleafure,  becauie  it  does  fo  to  his  People,  for 
the  Sati>faalon  of  neither  can  be  perfeft  but  when  it  is  re- 
ciprocal. Let  us  therefore  join  our  Thanks  to  our  Felicita- 
ti:,ns,  and  let  our  Unanimity  in  doing  it,  refute  tiie  Calum- 
nies of  thofe,  who  dare  to  infmuate  out  of  Doors,  that  Gen- 
tlemen who  fometimes  differ  here  from  the  Mealures  of  the 
Court,  differ  at  all  from  thofe  whom  they  oppofe,  I  mean 
the  very  Beft  of  them,  in  fuicere  Attachment  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  affcdtionate  Regard  for  the  Royal  Family.' 

Mr  Lyttleton  was  feconded  by  Mr  William  Pitt,  as  follows : 
Mr  Speaker, 

'  1  am  unable  to  offer  any  Thing  that  has  not  been 
faid  by  the  honourable  Perfons,  who  made  you  the  IVlotion, 
in  a  Manner  much  more  fuitable  to  the  Dignity  and  Impor- 
tance of  this  great  Occafion  :  But,  Sir,  as  I  am  reaiiy  af- 
fedted  with  the  Profpect  of  the  Bieiiings,  to  be  derived  to  my 
Country  from  this  lb  defireable  and  fo  long  defned  Mea- 
fiire,  the  Marriage  of  his  Royal  Plighnefs  the  P;ince  of 
Wales  ;  I  cannot  forbear  troubling  you  with  a  f.  w  Vv'crds 
to  exprefs  my  J)y,  and    to   mingle   rny  humble  Oireiir.j:,   in- 


confiderable  as  it   is,  wiia   this  g'eat 
and  Congratulation  to  his  Majelly. 

'  How  great  foever  the  Joy  cf  the 
very  great  it  certainly  is.  in  recci'.ing   t 
Majeity,  it  mud  be  inferior  to  that  hi 
he  himfelf  etijoys  in  b-iiovving  it :   Av.l 
to  fuppofe,  that  to  a  Roval  T.iind   :;.y 
tne  Pleafure  of  gratityli.g  the  ini'fu'-i'.i 
i'eople,   it  can  oniy  be  tiic  patcir,,\i  Jl 
duigine  the  moll  dudl.il  .  ,i  pii^at:'",   :. 
quclt   of   a   fubi'.iiflive   oLcwicr.t    S^  r,. 
Koyal   Highnef^'s    i;a'.  i:^;  ,;.  i.  d    a   I'.:. 
thing  i;.  in  jufii;.;  d;.c  :.-  ;  :;n.    fc:  ...... 
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to  return  his  Majefty  our  moft  humble  Acknowledgmehtt 
for  having  granted. 

'  The  Marriage  of  a  Prince  of  WaleSj  Sir,  has  at  all 
Times,  been  a  Matter  of  the  higheil  Importance  to  the 
Publick  Welfare,  to  prefent  and  to  future  Generations ;  but 
at  no  Time  has  it  been  a  more  important,  a  more  dear  Con- 
fideration,  than  at  this  Day  ;  if  a  Charafler  at  once  amia- 
ble and  refptflable,  can  embellifh  and  even  dignify  the  ele- 
vated Rank  of  a  Prince  of  Wales.  Were  it  not  a  Sort  of 
Prefuniption  to  follow  fo  great  a  Pcrfon  through  his  Hours 
of  Retirement,  to  view  him  in  the  inilder  Light  of  dome- 
ftick  L'k\  we  fhouid  find  him  bufy'd  in  the  noble  Exercife 
of  Humanity,  Benevolence,  and  of  every  focial  Virtue  '. 
But,  Sir,  how  pleafing,  how  captivating  foever  fuch  a  Scene 
may  be,  yet,  as  it  is  a  private  one,  I  fear  I  Ihould  offend 
the  Dilicacy  of  that  Virtue  I  fo  ardently  defire  to  do  Jullice 
to,  flioLiId  I  ofter  it  to  the  Confideration  of  this  Houfe  : 
But,  Sir,  filial  Duty  to  his  Royal  Parents,  a  generous  Love 
for  Liberty,  and  a  juil  Reverence  for  the  BritiPa  Conftitu- 
ticn  ;  theie  are  public!'.  Virtues,  and  cannot  efcape  the  Ap- 
piaule  and  Benedictions  of  the  Publick  :  They  are  Virtues, 
Sir,  wliich  render  his  Royal  Highnefs  not  only  a  noble  Or- 
nament, but  a  firm  Support,  if  any  could  poffibly  be  nccef- 
fary,  of  that  Throne  fo  greatly  filled  by  his  Royal  Father. 

'  1  h.ive  been  led  to  fay  thus  much  of  his  Royal  High- 
ncfs's  Character,  becaufe  it  is  the  Confideration  of  that 
Charadlcr  which,  above  all  Things,  enforces  the  JuRice  and 
Goodnefs  of  his  Majelly  in  the  Meafure  now  before  you  ;  a 
Meafure  which  the  Nation  thought  could  never  come  too 
foon.  bccaufo  it  brings  with  it  the  Promife  of  an  additional 
Streng  li  to  the  Protellant  Succeffion  in  his  Majefty's  Illullri- 
ous  and  Royil  Houfe  :  The  Spirit  of  Liberty  diftated  that 
Succefiion,  the  iame  Spirit  now  rejoices  in  the  Profpecl  of 
its  being  perpetuated  to  late!!  Poilerity  :  It  rejoices  in  the 
wiie  .';nd  happy  Choice,  which  his  Majelly  has  been  pleafed  to 
ma!-:e  of  a  Princefs  fo  amiably  dillinguilhed  in  herfelf,  fo 
iliuilrious  in  the  Merit  of  her  Family  ;  the  Glory  of  whofe 
great  An:ellor  k  i  ,  to  have  facrificed  himfelf  to  the  nobleft 
Caufe  for  which  a  Prince  can  draw  his  Svvord,  the  Caufe  of 
Liberty  and  the  Ftoteilant  Rei  gion.  Such,  Sir,  is  the 
Marriage,  for  which  cur  moll  humble  Acknowledgments  are 
due  to  his  Majelly  ;  and  may  it  afford  the  Comfort  of  feeing 
the  Royal  Family  (numerous,  as  I  thank  God  it  is)  Hill 
growing  and  rifing  up  in  a  third  Generation  ;  a  Family, 
Sir,  which  I  moil  fincerely  uifli  mav  be  as  immortal  as  thofe 
Libertie?,  and  that  Condituiion  wliich  it  came  to  maintain  i 
and  th;.rtforc  I  am  hcartil)'  for  the  Motion,' 
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After  which  the  Motion  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and  Anno9r  Ceo,  ii. 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  accord- 
ingly. 

April 'i^o.  A  Motion  being  made  for  engroffing  the  Qua-    The  Quakers  Biu 
kers  Bill,  the  fame  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  ;    but  the  Que-    ordcrea  to  be  a... 
ftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by  ,i6o    ^"""  " 
to  60. 

Ma-f  3.  A  Petition  of  the  Clergy  of  Surrey  was  prefented  Farther  Debate  or. 
to  the  Houfe,  fetting  forth,  That  fmce  they  had  been  heard  -^«' Qi^k^rs  au. 
by  their  Counfel,  in  relation  to  the  Quakers  Bill,  they  had 
been  informed  of  feveral  new  Claufes  that  had  been  inferted 
in  the  faid  Bill,  which  they  conceived  to  be  prejudicial  to 
the  Rights  of  themfelves  and  the  other  Parochial  Clergy  ;  and 
therefore  praying  to  be  heard  by  their  Counfel,  in  relation 
to  the  faid  new  Claufes,  before  they  received  the  final  AlTent 
of  that  Houfe. 

This  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  then 
the  Bill  was  read  the  third  Time,  when  feveral  new 
Amendments  were  made  to  it  5  and  a  Motion  being  made. 
That  the  Bill  do  pafs,  the  fame  was  oppofed  by  Mr  Talbot  ^^^  ^^.j^^^ 
{of  Wills]  Mr  Mailler  {of  Cirencefter']  Sir  William  Carew,  Mr  Mairter. 
and  others,  who  urg'd,  •  That  befides  the  many  material  ^'^  ^'' ■^'- c*-«^' 
Reafons  which  had  been  given  againft  paffing  the  Bill,  there 
was  one  relating  to  Form,  which  was  unanfwerable  ;  for  the 
Bill,  which  was  firft  brought  in,  had  been  fo  thoroughly  and 
fo  entirely  alter'd  in  the  Committee,  that  it  could  not  now 
be  looked  on  as  the  fame  Bill ;  even  the  very  Title  of  it  had 
been  entirely  altered  in  the  Committee,  and  that  Bill  which 
was  before  called,  A  Bill  to  enlarge^  amend,  oid  render  mare 
effeSiual  the  Lanxjs  then  in  being,  is'c.  was  upon  the  third 
Reading  to  be  called,  A  Bill  for  the  more  eafy  Reccverj  of 
7ythes,  Church  Rates,  and  other  Ecclefajlical  Dues  fern  the 
People  called  fakers  ;  which  they  could  not  but  take  to  be 
a  very  improper  Title,  for  in  their  Opinion  it  ought  to  be 
called,  A  Bill  for  pre'venting  the  P.eco^jcrj  of  7ythes,  or  any 
Ecclefiafical  Dues,  from  the  People  called  Shiakers.  That  by 
the  Bill  as  it  was  at  firfi:  brought  in,  the  Jurifdjftion  of  the 
Juflices  of  Peace  was  to  have  been  confined  to  Tythcs  of  a 
certain  Value,  which  was  certainly  defigned  to  be  Tythes  of 
a  fmall  Value  ;  the  Juftices  were  to  order  and  direfl  the  Pay- 
ment, fo  as  the  Sum  ordered  did  not  exceed  *  *  *  ;  but  the 
Committee,  by  the  Bill  they  had  drawn  up,  which  was  then 
read  to  them,  had  given  the  Juftices  an  unlimited  Jurifdifiion 
where  the  Title  was  not  in  Quellion.  That  this  was  a  Powtr 
which  they  thought  no  Committee  upon  a  Bill  could  fake  ; 
they  might  perhaps  have  filled  up  the  Blank  with  raiy  Siini 
they  plcrift'd  ;  they  might  have  filled  it  up  with  fuch  a  large 
^una  a--^  would  have  in  Effe-ft  beta  t:  f  fame  with  granting  the 
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Juftices  an  unlimited  Jurifdiftion  :  But  they  could  not  grant 
;i  general  and  unlimited  Juriidiftion  by  a  Bill  which,  when  it 
came  before  them,  was  a  Bill  for  granting  a  particular  and 
confined  jurifdiilion  ;  and  if  the  granting  of  luch  a  Jurifdidli- 
on  was  tJien  thought  necelTary,  tne  only  Method  they  could 
take,  according  to  the  eftablifhed  Forms  of  that  Houfe,  was 
to  order  tiie  Bill  then  before  them  to  be  withdrawn,  and  a 
new  Bill  to  be  brought  in  ;  in  which  Cafe,  thofe  who  thought 
they  might  be  aggrieved  by  any  I'lihig  in  the  new  Bill,  would 
have  an  Opportunity  of  being  heard  againll  it,  which  no  Man 
could  ever  have,  if  the  Method  obferved  in  palling  the.  Bill 
then  before  them  fliould  become  au  ufual  Pradice  ;  for  no 
Man  could  know  whether  he  was  to  be  injured  by  a  Bill  or 
not,  'till  after  it  had  pafTed  thro'  the  Committee,  and  then  it 
would  be  too  late  for  him  to  apply.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  Mr  Glanville,  Mr  Archer,  and 
Mr  Flampden,  *  That  the  Bill  then  before  them  was  in  Ef- 
fedl  the  very  fame  with  the  Bill  firft  brought  in  ;  many  of 
the  Clauies  had,  indeed,  been  altered  and  amended,  but  the 
general  Scope  and  Intention  of  the  Bill  was  the  very  fame  ; 
and  they  did  not  think  the  Committee  had  taken  any  Li- 
berties with  the  Bill  but  what  were  ufual,  and  fuch  as  they 
were  fully  intitled  to  take  ;  for  the  Reafon  of  their  granting 
an  unlimited  Power  to  Juftices  of  Peace  with  refpeft  to  the 
Value  of  the  Tythe,  was  becaufe,  upon  mature  Confidera- 
tion,  they  found,  that  all  Actions  and  Suits  for  Tythe?,  where 
the  Title  was  not  controverted,  were  for  fmull  Sums,  for 
Sums  much  fmaller  than  any  Sum  that  was  ever  intended  to 
be  filled  up  in  that  Blank  ;  and  fince  it  was  acknowledged, 
that  the  Committee  miglit  have  filled  up  the  Blank  with  l.jch 
a  large  Sum,  as  would  have  in  effeifl  been  the  fame  with 
granting  the  Juftices  an  unlimited  Jurifdiftion,  they  could  fee 
no  Reafon  why  the  Committee  might  not  do  diredtiy  and  in 
exprefs  Term.s,  that  which  iliey  might  certainly  have  done  in 
a  hidden  or  indireft  Manner.' 

Hereupon  Sir  John  St  Aubin  Hood  up,  and  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr  Speaker, 

'  I  think  that  a  Bill  of  this  ConfLQuence,  wjiich  afters  fo 
large  a  Property,  fhould  undergo  the  vvifell  Scrutiny  of 
thofe  regular  Forms,  which  have  hitherto  circumfcrihed  our 
Proceedings,  and  guarded  our  Conilitution  from  any  fudden 
and  diiguis'd  Attacks:  But  this  Bill,  faulty  as  it  was  at  firft:, 
after  two  Readings  in  the  Houie  and  Couniel  had  been  fo- 
lemnly  lieard  againft  it,  Vv-eni  avowedly  into  the  Committee 
to  be  almoft  intirely  a'terd  :  A  new  Bill,  for  fo  I  may  juftly 
call  tl-.is  arifes  out  c,f  ike  Afiies  of  the  old  One,  with  the 
liitnt  ^i]!-;c'';;ii  Tit'e  iiuitcd^  and  Icfs  formidable  than  before: 
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However,  it  is  ftill  fufpedled  that  there  are  latent  Mifchiefs  Anno 9.  Geo.  n. 
in  it,  ;ind  againft  thofe,  the  Parties  who  are  aggrieved,  are  '^''' 

deprived  of  an  Opportunity  of  a  frefh  Defence.  I  hope 
therefore,  that  the  learned  Gentleman,  who  could  not  have 
been  io  defedive  in  his  firft  Enterprize,  if  new  Inconvenien- 
cies  were  not  perpetually  to  be  encountered  in  the  Alteration 
of  fettled  Conftitutions,  will  at  leaft  be  fo  candid  as  to  with- 
draw his  Scheme  for  the  prefent,  take  Time  to  confider  a- 
freih,  and  not  hurry  a  Bill,  thus  defeftive  in  Form  and  but 
half  undeiftood,  in  the  Conclufion  of  a  SeiTion,  when  many 
Gentlemen,  quite  worn  out  with  a  clofe  and  tedious  Atten- 
dance, have  been  forced  to  retreat.  This  cannot  long  re- 
tard the  great  Work  of  Reformation  which  is  at  Hand  :  The 
Del  ly  will  be  but  a  few  Months  only  :  I'he  fame  favourable 
Tide  will  continue,  and  whatever  new  Schemes,  therefore, 
the  learned  Gentleman  may  have  ready  to  produce,  I  hope 
he  will  indulge  us  in  io  fhort  a  Refpite.  But  left  this  Bill 
fhouid  pafs,  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  enter  my  publick 
Pioteft  agiinil  it,  for  I  am  one  of  thofe  who  think  it  fun- 
damt Tf  hy  vvrong. 

'  Thtre  is  no  one  more  ready  than  I  am,  to  give  all  rea- 
fonabie  Indulgencies  to  the  feveral  unhappy  Seftaries  among 
us  ;  I  think,  that  in  Points  of  Religious  Worfhip,  Compul- 
fion  oughit  never  to  be  ufed,  but  7  ruth  is  to  have  the  fair 
Opportunity  of  Working  by  its  own  Force  upon  the  natural 
Ingenuity  of  tne  iVJind,  and  the  Supreme  Lawgiver  iias  the 
only  Right  to  inccrpofe  in  fuch  Matters.  But  human  Au- 
thority has  certainly  a  fecondary  Power  to  reftrain  thofe 
wild  ExcelTes,  which  under  the  falfe  Colour  of  Religion 
would  invade  the  Order  and  Difcipline  of  Civil  Society. 
In  this  we  are  ail  united,  and  there  is  one  Medium,  one 
common  Refort  of  our  Laws,  for  the  Protedion  of  our  re- 
fpedtive  Rights  and  Privileges.  I  am  very  forry  therefofe, 
that  any  of  the  DifTenters  Ihould  now  fee  Occafion  to  com- 
plain of  their  dillinft  Allowances,  and  that  ftated  Aieafure 
which  muft  be  preferved  in  our  civil  Union.  Let  them 
look  upon  the  Struflure  of  our  Conflitution  in  general  ;  are 
the  feveral  Members  well  proportioned  ?  Have  they  a  mu- 
tual Dependence  and  regular  Connexion  with  each  other  ? 
And  is  there  one  Law  of  Convenience  which  runs  through 
the  Whole  ?  If  this  be  fo,  and  the  Preheminence  it  only 
maintained  by  a  due  Subordination  of  the  inferior  Parts  ;  if 
the  Building  was  erecied  by  the  moll  able  Hnnds,  and  u]:en 
Architecture  was  at  its  Height ;  I  am  not  for  inveiting  the 
Order  of  it,  in  Compliance  with  the  Gothick  Fancy  of  any 
Pretenders  to  that  Art. 

'  Thus   our  Conftitution  at  prefent  ftands,  and  the  Laws 

of  Toleration  are  in  this  Senfe  become  a  Part  of  it  ;   they 
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Anno  9.  Geo.  11.  protcft,  as  they  certainly  ought,  the  Eftablifhed  Religion  of 
'  our  Country,  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  allow  a  feparate  Right 

in  Religious  Worfhip  :  Such,  only,  have  not  the  Advantage 
of  them,  who  deny  the  exterior  Forms  of  our  Government, 
whofe  Confciences  are  a  civil  Nufance,  and  therefore  forfeit 
the  Condition  of  this  Right.  What  then  is  it  that  the 
Quakers  want  ?  Have  not  all  their  moft  intemperate  Defires 
been  from  Time  to  Time  complyed  with  ?  Are  they  not  ex- 
empted even  from  appealing  to  the  great  Author  of  Truth 
in  their  legal  Teftimony  ?  But  not  contented  with  all  this, 
by  a  moft  ftrange  Abufe  of  the  permiHive  Liberty  they  enjoy, 
they  fend  circular  Exhortations  to  their  Brethren  to  oppofe 
the  civil  Jurifdidion  of  our  Laws  ;  and  having  thus  cherifti- 
ed  and  ftrengthened  an  Obllinacy,  they  approach  the  Le- 
giilature  itfelf  with  harfh  Revilings,  unfupported  by  Evi- 
dence, againft  the  Clergy  of  our  Ellablilhed  Church  ;  deny- 
ing a  conftitutional  Right  ;  begging  that  the  legal  Remedies 
may  be  abated  b\'  which  it  is  to  be  acquired  ;  and  unjuftly 
complaining  of  Severities,  which,  by  their  repeated  Contu- 
macy, t';ey  wilfully  draw  on  themfelves  ;  for  the  Law  in 
its  ordinary  and  natural  Courfe  will  proceed  to  an  Enforce- 
ment of  its  own  Decree.  Is  this  that  Paflive  Obedience  and 
Non-Refiftance,  that  mild  and  charitable  Diipofition,  with 
which  they  have  been  fo  largely  complimented  ?  Is  this  Con- 
fcience,  in  any  true  Definition  of  it  ?  No  !  it  is  perverfe 
Humour,  a  falfe  and  delufive  Light,  an  Ignis  Fatuus,  which 
arifes  from  a  Degeneracy  and  Corruption  of  the  Mind.  If 
this  is  Confcience,  then  all  thofe  Riots  and  Tumults,  which 
at  any  Time  oppofe  the  Execution  of  the  Law,  and  the  Au- 
thority of  the  Government,  may  with  equal  Juilice  lay 
Claim  to  fuch  a  Confcience.  Tythes  are  a  diftindt  Property 
from  the  Inheritance  of  the  Land,  and  by  the  Laws  of  our 
Conftitution  are  applied  to  certain  Purpofes.  They  are  due 
of  Civil  Right,  and  no  matter  to  whom  they  belong,  tho'  I 
ihould  think  that  the  Maintenance  of  our  Clergy  deferves 
fome  favourable  Share  in  our  Confiderations. 

*  No  human  Wifdom  can  at  once  forefee  the  fufRcient 
Extent  of  legal  Remedies,  but  th'^y  muft  from  Time  to  Time 
be  proportion'd  to  the  Degrees  of  Obilinacy  with  which 
they  are  to  contend.  At  the  Time  of  the  Revolution,  when 
our  Conftitution  was  refettled,  and  our  feveral  Rights  and 
Privileges  confirmed,  the  former  Remedies  were  found  in- 
fufficient,  and,  therefore,  by  the  7th  and  8th  of  King  Wil- 
liam, a  new  one  was  created,  but  the  others  were  fufFered 
to  fubftft.  The  Clergy  have  now  their  Option  which  Me- 
thod to  purfue,  and  I  believe  they  always  follow  this,  un- 
lefs  they  fufpeft  an  unjuft  Partiality.  For  they  want  only 
their  Right,  and  are  undoubtedly  willing  to  come  at  it  the 
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cheapeft  and  moft  effeftual  Way  ;  fo  that  by  this  Bill,  which 
obh'ges  them  to  repair  to  the  Jultices  in  the  firft  Inftance,  you 
enjoyn  them  nothing  but  what  is  already  done  ;  but  at  the 
fame  Time  give  a  new  Intereft  to  the  Quaker  in  being  con- 
tumacious :  For  I  apprehend  by  the  Bill,  as  it  now  Hands, 
if  the  Quakers  flaould  not  appear,  but  fufter  judgment  to 
pafs  by  De<fault,  or  {hould  appear  and  not  litigate  or  gain- 
fay,  that  there  is  a  Power  given  to  the  Jullices  to  fettle  the 
^antum  of  the  Tythes,  and  the  Clergy  are  hereby  deprived 
of  any  farther  Redrefs.  It  is  the  Liberty  of  avoiding  the 
Juftices,  which  is  fome  fort  of  Controul  upon  their  Judica- 
ture ;  and  it  is  the  Force  of  the  feveral  fubfifting  Remedies, 
which  obliges  many  of  the  Quakers  in  fome  Shape  or  other 
at  prefent  to  fabmit.  For  it  is  not  the  Pundilio  of  one  Gun 
only  (as  the  learned  Counfel  faid)  which  the  Garrifon  wants ; 
and  when  Men  are  obliged  to  furrender  there  is  no  Difhonour 
in  doing  it  :  But  they  have  got  unjuft  Polleflion,  and  would 
have  you  withdraw  your  Forces,  that  they  may  ftrengthen 
the  Fortification,  and  make  it  capable  of  a  floutcr  Refiitance. 
Sir,  I  think  the  Comparifon  has  been  inverted  ;  that  Party 
is  in  Poffeffion  who  have  a  juit  Title,  and  they  only  defire 
to  keep  what  thev  have,  without  extending  their  Territo- 
ries ;  and  it  would  be  extremely  unjuft  to  pull  down  their 
Fences,  upon  an  idle  Report  that  the  Enemy  would  take  no 
Advantage  of  it. 

*  As  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  the  Quakers  have  been 
defy'd  to  produce  any  Inftances  of  their  being  much  troubled 
here ;  and  indeed  they  are  exceedingly  few  :  Every  Thing 
in  the  Courfe  of  Time  will  degenerate  from  its  original  In- 
ftitution,  and  undoubtedly  there  are  many  Abufes  crept  into 
thefe  Courts,  which  may  deferve  our  Attention  ;  but  then 
let  us  proceed  upon  fairer  Inquiries,  and  with  a  Difpofition 
to  reform  and  not  to  deftroy.  Thefe  Courts,  from  the  ear- 
lieft  Days  of  our  Conftitution,  have  had  Cognizance  of 
Tythes  ;  and  if  the  chief  Argument  againft  them  is  drawn 
from  their  Defect  of  Power  in  giving  Redrefs,  I  am  rather 
for  fupplying  the  Defeft,  than  that  their  Authority  herein 
fliOuld  be  wholly  refcinded. 

'  I  would  not  be  thought,  by  any  thing  I  have  faid,  to  be 
for  extending  the  Power  of  the  Clergy  ;  I  am  for  keeping 
that  as  well  as  all  other  Power,  within  its  due  Bounds.  But, 
i'urely,  the  Clergy  are  not  to  be  the  only  Men  in  the  World, 
who,  when  they  are  aflaulted,  have  not  a  Liberty  to  com- 
plain, and  to  fly  to  this  Afylum  for  their  neceflary  Defence  ; 
I  think  this  is  all  they  now  do,  and  it  is  very  unfair  to  be 
feeking  indullrioufly  for  particular  Inftances  of  Blame  j  and 
from  thence  to  take  Occaiion  of  cafting  an  Odium  upon  the 
whole    Function.      Thofe    frightful    Ideas,     therefore,    of 
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An»o9'?eo.  11.  Church  Power,   upon  which  fo  many  Changes  have  been 
'."^^1       ■  rang  of  late,  I  take  to  be  very  unnecefTary  at  this  Time  ;  it 
is  now  at  a  very  low  Ebb,  and  it  is  vtry  well  if  it  can  keep 
its  jult  Ground. 

*  The  IVIifchief  which  is  growing  up  is  of  another  Sort, 
and  our  Liberties  are  no  longer  in  Danger  from  any  Thing 
which  is  founded  in  Religious  Pretences  ;  the  Enemy  lias 
erefted  Batteries  all  round  our  Conltitut:on  ;  but  as  the 
Church  is  the  weakeil  Fart,  it  is  thought  very  advifeable  to 
begin  the  Attack  there  ;  and  if  it  fucceeds,  they  will  foon 
mount  the  Breach,  aiid  take  PofTefiion  of  the  whole  ;  for  we 
may  learn  from  the  fatal  Experience  of  former  Timrs, 
that  Monarchy  can  only  fubfill  upon  the  Union  and  De- 
fence of  our  Civil  and  Religious  Rights.  We  all  form  one 
Conftitution,  it  is  highly  neccffary  therefore  that  all,  who 
are  fmcere  Lovers  of  that,  fliould  well  know,  and  mutually 
protedl  each  other ;  and  that  the  Clergy  fhould  wilely  confi- 
der,  that,  as  at  all  Times  we  are  ready  to  oppofe  any  Af- 
faults  upon  their  Quarter,  fo  they  are  under  the  llrongeft 
Obligations,  in  the  Day  of  oar  Need,  not  to  withdraw  their 
Affifrance  from  us  in  Points  of  Civil  Liberty  ;  for  if  ever 
that  fhould  be  their  fatal  Millake,  and  our  Hands  are  there- 
by weakened,  they  will  undoubtedly  bring  their  own  Ella- 
blifhment  into  the  moft  imminent  Danger. 

'  I  fnall  fay  no  more,  bat  that  I  fhill  at  all  Times  oppofe 
any  Innovations,  becaufe  I  think  ti;em  extremely  hazardous  ; 
let  us  rather  guard  againft  the  intemperate  Foiiirf,  the  Luxu- 
ry, the  Venality  and  Irreiigion  of  the  .'\j^e,  which  have 
been  long  gathering  like  a  dark  ThunJer-Cloud  in  the  Sky. 
God  only  knows  how  foon  it  may  burft,  but  whenever  it 
happens,  and  I  fear  the  Day  is  at  no  great  Dillance,  it  will 
certainly  fall  moll  heavily  upon  us  ;  I  am  therefore.for  keep- 
ing up  our  common  Shelters,  that  we  may  be  prctefted,  as 
well  as  poiTible,  againft  this  great  and  impending  Danger. 

Then  the  Queftion  beirig  put  for  pr,iriug  the  Bill,  it  was 
carried  in  the  Affirmative,  by  164  to  48,  and  .Mr  Glanville 
was  order'd  to  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Lords,  and  dcfire  their 
Concurrence. 

May  3.  Sir  Charles  Turner  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a 
Bill,  For  wdct7inifying  Perfons,  ivho  ha-ve  been  guily  of  un- 
lazvful/y  impoi-ting  Goods  a7id  Merchandize  into  this  Kingdom, 
upon  the  1  erms  therein  mpjitioiied,  ajid  for  inforcing  the 
Lan.vs  againft  fuch  Importation  for  the  future  ;  and  the  fame 
was  then  read  the  firll  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fe- 
cond  Time. 

May  4.  The  faid  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  a  Mo- 
tion being  made  for  co.mnutting  the  fame,  it  was  oppos'd  by 
fevsral  Members,  who  urg'd,  '  That  it   was  very  extraordi- 
nary 
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nary  to  fee  fuch  a  Petition  followed  by  fuch  a  Bill :  The  atjio  9.  Geo.  u. 
Petition  [See  p.  160.}  was  from  many  Merchants  and  Shop-  ''^ 

keepers,  complaining  ol  too  high  a  Duty  upon  a  certain 
Soil  of  Merchandize,  and  of  the  Hardlhips  they  were  fub- 
jeited  to  by  the  Laws  lately  made  for  coUeding  that  Duty  : 
Up.^n  the  Foundation  of  that  ^etition,  a  Bill  had  been 
brougnt  in,  uiucn  no  way  diminifhed  the  Duty,  and  inrtead 
of  relieving  the  Merchants  from  rny  of  the  Hardfhips  they 
Were  bcrore  expofed  to,  laid  them  under  many  new  Hard- 
Ihip-,  aud  fich  -^s  the/  thought  inconfiilent  witli  the  Liberties 
of  cue  Peor'c  :  hat  this  was  a  Method  of  Proceeding,  by 
which  the  .Subjeft  wou'd  be  terrified  from  ever  making  an 
Application  to  Parliamcuc,  for  being  relieved  againft  thofe 
Grievances  they  thought  they  had  Reafon  to  complain  of; 
for  no  Man  would  ever  apply  to  Parliament  for  Relief,  if 
he  could  have  the  leaft  Sufpicion  that  his  Cafe  might  be 
rendered  more  intolerable    by  fuch  Application.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwer'd  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Sir  sir  r.  Waboie. 
George  Oxenden,  and  Sir  William  Yonge,  *  That  the  frc-  ^  Vv.^Yongc"" 
quent  Pradice  of  Smuggling  was  the  Grievance  which  the 
Petitioners  chiefly  complained  of ;  therefore  any  effedual 
Method  for  preventing  that  Grievance,  was  a  proper  Confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  Petition  :  That  the  Duties  complained  of, 
were  engaged  for  the  Payment  of  old  Debts,  or  for  the 
Support  of  the  Government,  and  could  not  therefore  be 
lowered,  without  replacing  them  by  cilablifhing  ibme  new 
Fund,  which  could  not  then  be  done  :  And  that  none  of  the 
Penalties  to  be  inflifted  by  that  Bill,  could  be  any  Harduiip 
upon  fair  Traders,  but  only  upon  Smugglers,  and  the  more 
Difficulties  they  were  expofed  to,  the  better  it  would  be  for 
the  fair  Trader.' 

Then  fome  Members  objected  to  a  Claufe  in  the  Bill,  by   Father  objections 
which   it  was  enadted,   '  That  any   Ship,  not  exceeding  the 
'  Burthen  of  100  Tons,  fhall  be   forfeited,  if  flie  take  in 
'  from   another  Vefiel  at  Sea,   within   four  Leagues  of  the 

*  Britilh  Coafts,  any  Foreign  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchan- 
'  dizes,  without  Payment  of  the  Cuftoms,  unlefs  in  cafe  of 
'  apparent  Neceffity  :'  And  to  another  Claufe  by  which  it 
was  enacted,  '  That  all  Goods  found  concealed  in  any  S;iip 
'  or  Veflel,  at  any  Time  after  the  Mafter  thereof  fnail  iiave 
'  made  his  Report  at  the  Culiom-houfe,  and  which  ihall  not 
'  be  comprized  or  mentioned  in  the  laid  Report,  iliall  bf, 
'  forfeited.'     W'ith  regard   to    tJie  firft  Claule,  it  was  fiid, 

*  I'hat  it  would  be  a  nioli  terrible  Hardfliip  upon  the  0-yi\c\5 
of  any  Ship,  to  make  tncni  forfeit  their  Ship,  cnir  bc- 
caufe  of  the  Captain's,  cr  pcihaph  fojne  ci  tii;  S:\.ly^. 
taking  a  Pound  of  Tea,  cr  ;.r.  A::c!.cr  ot  Brandy,  Kwr.i, 
or  Arrack,  f;opi   on    bo;ir'.:    snori'ei  >>rV    liicy  a<.':id'ri:  ";/ 
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met  with  at  Sea  :  That  in  Penal  Laws  great  Care  ought  al- 
ways to  be  taken,  not  to  fubjeft  any  Man  to  a  Penalty  or 
Forfeiture,  except  fuch  as  were  really  guilty  ;  but  by  that 
Claufe  the  Owners  of  a  Ship  were  to  be  fubjefted  to  a  great 
Forfeiture,  tho'  they  neither  were,  nor  could  be  any  way 
guilty  of,  or  fo  much  as  privy  to,  the  Crime  for  which  that 
Forfeiture  was  inflicled  :  That  the  Hardlhip  upon  them  was 
the  greater,  becaufe  it  would  be  impoflible  for  them  to  guard 
againft  it  ;  for  every  one  knew,  that,  for  the  moil  Part,  the 
Command  of  Merchant  Ships  was  given  to  Perfons  who  had 
no  Fortunes  of  their  own,  and  therefore  could  not  make 
good  to  the  Owners  the  Damage  they  might  faftain  by  the 
Forfeiture  of  their  Ship  :  That  the  Owners  of  Ships  never 
looked  for  any  Thing  more  in  a  Mafter,  but  the  Charadler 
of  an  honeft  careful  Man,  and  an  expert  Sailor  ;  but  in  this 
Cafe,  neither  of  thefe  Qualities  could  be  a  Safegard  to  the 
Owners,  becaufe  their  Ship  might  be  forfeited  and  loft  by 
the  Knavery,  perhaps  by  tlie  Treachery,  of  any  common 
Sailor  on  board,  without  any  Fault  in  the  Mailer  :  That 
the  Eftates  veiled  in  Shipping  were  already  liable  to  i'o  many 
Penalties  and  Forfeitures  by  our  Cuftom-houfe  Laws,  and 
were  fubjeft  to  fo  many  Dangers  from  other  Accidents ;  and 
the  Employing  of  any  Ellate  in  that  Way  was  in  itfelf  of 
fo  little  Advantage  to  the  Owner,  that  many  Gentlemen 
had  already  withdrawn  their  Fortunes  from  that  Branch  of 
Trade  :  That  if  that  Chufe  lliould  pafs  into  a  Law,  no  Man, 
who  had  a  Regard  to  his  Family,  would  employ  or  continue 
any  Part  of  his  Ellate  in  that  Branch  ;  which  would  cer- 
tainly be  a  great  Difadvantage  to  our  Shipping,  and  a  great 
Difcourage-.nent  to  our  Seamen. 

'  As  to  the  other  Claufe  it  was  alledg'd,  That  a  Merchant 
might  thereby  forfeit  a  valuable  Parcel  of  Good'',  by  thi£ 
meer  Negligence  or  Forgetfulnefs  of  the  Mafter  of  a  Ship, 
whom  he  had  never  knov.n  or  entrufted  ;  and  that  witiiout 
its  being  poUible  fcr  him,  by  the  utm.cft  Care  and  Diligence, 
to  prevent  fuch  a  Forfeiture  ,  becaufe  the  Good?  might  be 
forfeited  before  it  was  poflible  for  him  to  hear  of  the  Ar- 
rival of  the  bhip,  or  to  know  that  he  had  fuch  a  Parcel  of 
Goods  on  beard  fuch  a  Ship  ;  for  the  Maiter  alvvny?  made 
his  Report  immediately  upon  his  Arrival,  and  before  he 
had  Time  or  Opportunity  to  rumronge  his  Ship,  or  to  fend 
to  any  of  the  IVIerchants  to  come  and  take  care  of  their 
Goods  ;  and  as  Mafters  are  generally  in  a  great  Hurry  at 
their  fetting  c.u,  when  fmall  Parcels  of  fine  Goods  are  ufu- 
•dly  fent  an  board,  a  Mafter  iright  very  probably  forget  to 
.'iiirntion  (ome  of  them  in  his  Report,  which  by  this  Claufe 
Would  occafion  a  FpifeJt'itc.  fuch  Goods  being  always  lodg- 
>a'.    la    i.'.ires  thntv,r'.M   (  "  ;a;;ed  correaled  ;   whereas  the 

Law 


(  *  233  ) 
Law  then  flood,  if  the  Matter  upon  rummaging  and  fearch- 
ing  his  Ship,  which  every  Matter  did  before  Clearing,  or  if 
the  Mercnant  upon  hearing  of  the  Ship's  Arrival,  or  re- 
ceiving Advice  of  his  having  fuch  a  Parcel  of  Goods  on 
board,  fhould  come  to  look  after  his  Goods,  tho'  they  had 
been  forgot  in  the  Report,  a  Pott-entry  might  be  made,  by 
which  all  Forfeitures  and  Penalties  would  be  prevented. 
That  they  thought  this  Bill  would  be  a  new  Hardfhip  upon 
MtTcfiants,  and  a  new  Difcouragement  to  Trade,  which  was 
bef'.re,  by  our  late  Statutes  relating  to  the  Cuttoms,  fub- 
jectcd  to  fo  great  an  Expence,  and  fo  many  DifHculties,  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  our  Merchants  to  carry  it  on  at  fo  eafy 
a  Rate  as  our  Neighbours,  which  was  the  true  Caufe  of  our 
being  under-fo'd  by  Foreigners  in  all  Markets  of  Europe.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  the  Advocates  for  the  Bill, 
'  That  all  thefe  Hardihips  and  Dangers  might  cafily  be  pre- 
vented by  the  Care  of  Matters  of  Ships :  That  Owners  or 
Merchants  who  intrutted  their  Ships  or  Goods  to  idle  care- 
lefs  Men,  were  certainly  in  fome  Fault,  and  therefore  de- 
ijerved  to  fuffer  if  there  were  no  Neceffity  for  making  them 
do  fo :  But  that  in  the  Cafes  then  before  them,  it  was  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  lay  fome  Part  of  the  Penalty  upon  them, 
for  the  very  Reafon  that  had  been  given  againtt  it ;  bccaufe 
the  Matters  imployed  by  them  were  often  fo  poor,  that  it 
was  impofhble  to  recover  any  Penalties  from  them.  That 
with  refpeft  to  the  Forfeiture  of  Ships,  as  the  Claufe  was 
amended,  and  confined  to  Ships  not  exceeding  lOO  Tons, 
it  could  not  much  regard  any  Branch  of  our  foreign  Trade, 
it  would  chiefly  regard  our  Coatting  VeiTels,  and  our  Hol- 
land and  French  trading  Sloops,  many  of  which,  they  were 
afnnd,  were  chiefly  imployed  in  Smuggling.  That  they 
fhould  be  forry  if  any  Perfon  fufFered  thro'  a  meer  Overfight; 
but  if  they  gave  by  Law  too  great,  or,  indeed,  any  Indul- 
gence to  Overfights,  fraudulent  Defigns  would  always  be 
cloaked  under  pretended  Overfights,  and  therefore  it  was 
neceflary  to  make  the  Law  fevere,  tho'  in  the  Execution  of 
that  Law,  fome  Indulgence  might  be  ttiewn  in  any  Cafe 
which  appeared  clearly  to  thofe  who  had  the  Execution  of 
the  Law,  to  be  but  an  Overfight.  That  we  had  many 
Cuttoms  and  Duties  upon  Goods  imported,  and  the  Laws 
for  colledling  them  might  probably  fubjedl  oar  Merchants  to 
fome  Inconveniencies,  and  to  fome  Expence  ;  but  there  was 
no  Country  in  the  World  where  their  Trade  was  free  from 
Cuttoms  and  Duties  :  That  they  believed  the  .Merchants  of 
this  Kingdom  were  fubjedled  to  no  greater  Inconvenience  or 
Expence  on  that  Account,  than  the  Merchants  of  our  neigh- 
bouring Countries  ;  fo  that  if  Foreigners  under  fold  us  in 
any  Market,  fame  other  Reafon  was  to  be  afligncd  fo:  their 
Vol.  IV,  *Gg  fo 
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fo  doing,  and  when  that  Reafon  was  afligned,  if  it  was  pof- 
fible  to  remove  it,  they  would  join  in  any  Meafure  that 
could  be  propoled  for  that  Purpofe.' 

This  Debate  being  over,  the  Bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

The  fame  Day  the  Houfe  refum'd  the  Confideration  of 
the  contefted  Eleftion  for  the  County  of  York,  and  after 
the  Counfel  for  the  fitting  Member  were  heard,  who  al- 
ledged  that  they  would  foon  (hew,  that  moft  of  the  Objec- 
tions made  to  their  Voters  were  either  falfe  or  frivolous,  and 
that  they  would  efFeftually  difqualify  a  much  greater  Num- 
ber of  the  Voters  for  Sir  Rowland  Winn,  the  Petitioner, 
than  he,  or  the  other  Petitioners  had  pretended  to  difqua- 
lify of  theirs,  the  Matter  was  adjourn'd  to  the  iith,  on 
which  Day  no  Notice  being  taken  of  the  Affair  it  was  intire- 
ly  dropt. 

May  1 1 .  A  Motion  was  made  by  Mr  Henry  Arthur  Her- 
bert, for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  explain  and  amend  fo 
much  of  an  Aft  made  in  the  fecond  Year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty's  Reign,  intitled.  An  Ail  for  th  e  more  effcBual  pre'vejit-. 
ing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the  Eleilion  of  Members  to 
fer've  in  Parliatnent,  as  relates  to  the  commencing  and  carrying 
on  of  Profecutions  grounded  upon  the  faid  Aft  ;  which  was 
accordingly  granted,  and  the  faid  Mr  Herbert,  Mr  Richard 
Lloyd.  Mr  Knight  and  Mr  More,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame  :  Accordingly  a  Bill  for  tliat  Parpofe 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  the  fame  Day,  and  read  a  firit 
Time. 

The  Reafon  afiigned  for  bringing  in  this  Bill  was.  That 
by  a  Claufc  in  the  above  Aft  it  is  enafted,    *  That  no  Per- 

*  fon  fhall  be  made  liable  to  any  Incapacity  or  Penalty  by 
'  the  faid   Aft   impofed,  unlefs  Profecution   be  commenced 

*  within  two  Years  after  the  Crime  committed,  nor  in  Cafe 

*  of  Profecution  within  that  Time,  unlefs  the  fame  be  car- 

*  ried  on  without  wilful  Delay  :  '  But  this  Limitation  was 
not  fufficiently  full  and  explicit,  becaufe  the  fuing  out  of  an 
Original  was  a  Commencement  of  a  Profecution,  which 
might  be  done  without  letting  the  Party  profecuted  know 
tliat  any  fuch  Profecution  was  commenced  ;  and  the  Limi- 
tation being  faved  by  the  fuing  out  an  Original  in  this  pri- 
vate Manner,  Profecutions  upon  that  Aft  might  be  depend- 
ing privately  againlt  Men  for  many  Years  after  the  fuppofed 
Oftence,  which  would  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confe- 
quence,  and  therefore  it  was  neceflary  to  bring  in  a  ihort 
Bill  for  explaining  and  amending  that  Claufe,  fo  as  to  make 
it  necelTary  to  give  the  Party  profecuted  Notice  of  the  Pro- 
Vccuti'^r  ivithir:  the  two  Years, 

Aftey 


(  *235  ) 
After  the  fecond  Reading  of  this  Bill  the  next  Day,  Sir 
John  Hind  Cotton,  took  Notice,  *  That  upon  a  ferious  At- 
tention to  that  Bill,  he  was  not  at  all  furprized  to  fee  it  sir ;.  h.  Couon. 
brought  in  Co  late  in  the  Seffion,  and  pafled  in  fuch  a  Hur- 
ry ;  for  as  it  was  drawn  up  with  a  Retrofpeft,  it  was  really 
an  Ad  of  Indemnity  for  almoll  all  the  Bribery  and  Corrup- 
tion Men  might  have  been  guilty  of  at  the  lall  general  Elec- 
tions for  Members  of  Parliament,  and  might  very  probably 
be  an  Injury  to  feveral  private  Men,  who  had  already  done  all 
that  was  made  neceffary  by  that  Ad  for  intitlingthemfelves  to 
carry  on  Profecutions  againfl:  Offenders ;  for  as  the  two  Years 
fince  the  former  Eledion  were  then  jull  expiring,  if  a  Gen- 
tleman had  juft  fued  out  forty  Originals  againll  forty  diffe- 
rent Offenders,  and  had  thereby  intitled  himfelf  to  proceed 
againll:  them  at  his  own  Conveniency,  he  would  be  intirely 
difappointed,  and  lofe  the  whole  Expence  he  had  been  at  ; 
becaufe  the  two  Years  would  very  probably  be  expired  be- 
fore he  could  hear  of  this  Ad,  and  then  it  would  by  this 
new  Aft  be  pait  the  Time  for  ferving  even  thofe  very  Ori- 
ginal?, which  he  had  regularly  fued  out  in  the  Terms  of  the 
former  Aft  ;  therefore  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  a- 
mend  the  Bill,  l"o  as  to  prevent  its  having  a  Retrofpeft,  or 
doing  an  Injury  to  any  Gentleman  who  had  been  guilty  of 
no  wilful  Delay  or  OmifTion,  as  the  Law  then  flood  ;  for 
it  was  very  probable  that  a  great  Number  of  Originals  had 
been  fued  out,  but  not  ferved  or  profecuted,  becaufe  the  Pro- 
fecutors  would  in  common  Prudence  wait  'till  a  few  Cafes  of 
the  fame  Nature  had  been  determined,  in  order  that  they 
might  from  thence  learn  how  to  proceed.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  Mr  Lloyd  and  Mr  More:  Mri.iivd. 
'  That  whatever  Lawyers  might  mean  by  a  Profecution 
commenced,  the  ^Meaning  of  the  Le;.'innture  when  that  Law 
pafTed,  certainly  was.  That  no  Prolecution  fhould  be  under- 
ftood  to  be  commenced,  unlefs  the  Perfon  profecuted  had 
Notice  of  it,  v,itiiin  die  Time  limited,  by  an  Arreit,  Sum- 
mons, or  feme  other  legal  Tviethod  ;  and  as  this  was  the 
Meaning  of  the  Legiilature,  they  believed  moll  Gentlemen 
had  taken  it  in  that  Senfe,  for  they  had  never  heard  of  any 
Profecutions  commenced  in  the  other  Manner,  nor  could  any 
Gentleman  in  that  Houfe  give  an  Inflance  where  a  Profecu- 
tor  had  fued  out  a  Number  of  Originals  without  fummon- 
ing  or  arrefling  the  Perfons  sgainll  whom  they  were  fued 
out  ;  from  whence  it  was  to  be  prtfumed,  that  if  there  were 
any  fuch  Inilarces,  tliey  were  fo  rare  as  not  to  defcrve  the 
Notice  of  that  Houfe.' 

'J  ,ien  the  Bill  was  agreed  to  wichout  any  Amendment,  and 
bci.'^g  read  a  rhii-d  Time  on  the    i^thoflvlay,   paif:d  with- Trn-u;ii,  > 
C'.'t  Oppofitio--.  '  ^■^'■"■■'- 
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,u.rx  9  Ceo.  11.  May  14.  The  Bin  againft  Smuggling  was  read  the  third 
\^_^J1}^—  _j  Time,  and  a  Motion  being  made  that  the  Bill  do  pafs,  the 
The  Bill  r,gai  Ilk  fame  was  oppofed  by  iome  Members  ;  but  che  Queiiton  be- 
vMm^ixc'"d*  i"gput,  it  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative  by  S8  a^ainll  39, 
fcnt  up  to  the  and  *  Mr  Willes  was  ordered  to  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Lords, 
Debate  on  an  A-     and  dcfire  their  Concurrence. 

^/iSiT^'  -^-^  20-  The  faid  Bill  was  returned  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, when  they  took  into  Confideration  an  Amenument 
made  by  the  Lords  ;  and  the  faid  Amendment  being  twice 
read,  Mr  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  '  That  when  any 
Thing  occurred  which  might  any  Way  look  like  an  Incrorxh- 
ment  upon  the  Privileges  of  that  Houfe,  he  thought  it  was 
his  Duty  to  lay  the  Cafe  impartially  berore  them,  and  then 
to  leave  the  Houfe  to  do  in  it  as  they  Ihould  think  fit :  That 
in  all  Bills  by  which  any  Tax  or  Duty  was  to  be  impofed 
upon  the  Subjeft,  it  was  the  undoubted  Privilege  of  that 
Houfe,  and  they  had  always  inlllled  upon  it,  that  the  other 
Houfe  fhould  not  make  any  the  leall  Amendment  to  any 
luch  Bill ;  but  were  in  all  fuch  Cafes  either  to  pafs  the  Bill 
without  any  Amendment,  or  to  rejecl  it  if  they  thought  fit: 
That  as  the  Taxes  and  Duties  granted  by  that  Houfe,  could 
not  be  raifed  or  coUedled  without  prefcribing  proper  and 
eiFeclual  Methods  for  that  Purpofe,  therefore  in  all  Bills  for 
impofmg  any  Tax  or  Duty  upon  the  Subjedl,  certain  Me- 
thods had  been  prefcribed  for  effedtually  raifing  that  Tax  or 
Duty  ;  and  if  the  Methods  prefcribed  fliould  afterwards  by 
Experience  be  found  inefTtdtual,  new  Methods  had  always 
been  contrived,  and  proper  Bills  pafi'ed  for  ellablifliing  thofe 
new  Methods  ;  which  lail  Sort  of  Bills  had  generally  been 
looked  on  as  Appendixes  to  the  firit  Bill  by  which  the  Tax  or 
Duty  was  granted  ;  therefore  fuch  Bills  were  looked  upon 
as  Bills  of  the  fame  Nature  with  tlie  firil,  and  confequently 
that  Houfe  had  generally  infilled  upon  it,  that  the  other 
Houfe  could  not  make  any  Amendment  to  this  lail:  Sort  of 
Bills,  no  move  than  they  could  have  do?-!e  to  the  Bill  by 
which  the  Tax  or  Duty  was  granted  :  That  as  the  Bill  then 
before  thein  was  for  enforcing  the  Laws  made  for  fecuring 
the  Revenues  of  Culloms  and  Excife,  it  was  properly  to  be 
confidered  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Laws  by  which  thofe  Re- 
venues were  originally  ellablilhed  ;  and  as  the  other  Houfe 
h.ad  made  an  Amendment  to  it,  he  did  not  know  but  their 
making  an  Amendment  to  fuch  a  Bill,  might  be  looked  on 
as  fbme  fort  of  Jncroachmeut  upon  the  Privileges  of  that 
Houfe  ;  for  which  Reaibn  he  thought  it  his  Duty  to  Itate 
the  Cait  to  ihem,  before  ihey  proceeded  to  take  the  Amend- 
ment into  their   Confideration.     'i  hat  he   had  fearched  the 


Journals 


(    *237    ) 
Journals  of  the  Houfe   for  Cafes  of  the  fame  Nature,  and   Anno  9.  Geo.  ii. 
would  read  fuch    of  them  as  he  thought  moll  applicable  to  y^  ,„  — ^  —    j 
the  Cafe  then  before  them/ 

Upon   this  feveral  Journals  of  the  Houfe  were  read,    re-  -^^r^^^y^  -^  ^  ^cci 
lating  to  Amendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  Money- Bills,  toandtheBui 
or  Bills  of  the  fame  Nature  :  The  reading  thefe  Journals  oc-  ^*  *  ' 
cafiOiied  a  Debate  in  tf.e  Houfe  in  relation  to  their  Privilege: 
But  at  lall  the  QuelHon  WiS  put  for  agreeing   to  the  Amend- 
ment, which  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  ;  and  Mr  VVilles 
was  ordered  to  carry   the  Bill  to  the   Lords,  and  acquaint 
them.  That  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to  the   Amendment. 

The  fame  Day  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ; 
and  the  Commons  attending,  his  Majefty  put  an  End  to  the 
Seffion  with  the  following  Speech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  '  I  ^  H  E  Difpatch  you  have  given  to  the  Publick  Bufi- 
*'     X      nefs,  and  the  advanced  Seafon  of  the  Year,  make 
"  it  proper  to  put  an  End  to  this  Seffion  of  Parliament. 

*'  I  acquainted  you,  at  your  firft  Meeting,  that  Prelimi- 
"  nary  Articles  had  been  concluded  between  the  Emperor 
*'  and  the  moil  Chriftian  King  ;  fince  which  I'ime,  a  far- 
*'  ther  Convention,  concerning  the  Execution  of  them,  hath 
"  been  made,  and  communicated  to  Me,  by  both  thofe 
**  Courts,  and  Negociations  are  carrying  on,  by  the  feveral 
•'  Powers  engaged  in  the  late  War,  in  order  to  fettle  the 
*'  General  Pacification. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hoafe  of  Commons, 
"  I  return  you  my  I'hanks  for  the  Provifions  you  have 
"  made  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year  ;  you  can  never 
"  better  recommend  yourfelves  to  my  Eltecm,  and  to  the 
"  good  Opinion  of  thofe  you  reprefent,  than  by  raifing  the 
"  Supplies  necelTary  for  the  Support  of  my  Government,  and 
•'  for  the  Service  cf  the  Publick,  in  a  Manner  the  moil  ef- 
"  feciual,  and  the  leall  burthenfome  to  my  People. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  It  is  a  greac  Concern  to  Me,  to  fee  f-:ch  Scedb  of  Diffen- 
*'  tion  fown  among  my  good  People,  a?,  if  Jut  timely  pre- 
"  vented,  may  prove  very  prejudicial  to  the  Pcic<;  :uk1  Qnier 
"  of  my  Kingdoms  ;  it  is  my  Defire,  and  rni.l!  be  my  C-.r?, 
"  to  preferve  the  prcfent  Conflitutiou  in  Chsirch  and  Stat?, 
"  as  by  Law  eiiablifhed,  pcrfedl  and  entire,  lui.!  nrji  to  cov.n- 
"  tenance  any  Attempts  to  the  Prejudice  of  cither.  Good 
"  Harmony,  and  mutual  Affedion,  aino-.s;  "il  tiic  Proteftants 
"  of  this  Nation,  hnvc  been  the  g-rat  Security  of  th'j  pre- 
"  fent  happy  EllaLIl'Iimtnt,  from  the  Revelution  tJ  this 
"  Time;  by  this  united  Strengtu  th'.y  will  b:  abic  to  refilt 
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the  fecrct  and  open  Attempts  of  its  common  Enemies  ? 
but  divided,  they  may  become  a  Prey  to  them.  My  Pro- 
teftion  fhall  be  impartially  difpenfed  to  all  my  Subjefts,  in 
the  full  Enjoyment  of  their  Religious  and  Civil  Rights  ;  let 
it  be  your  Care,  by  your  Condud,  in  your  feveral  Stati- 
ons, to  make  my  Endeavours  for  your  eommon  Happi- 
nefs  effedual. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  It  being  necefl'ary  for  Me  to  vifit  my  Dominions  in 
Germany  again  this  Year,  I  have  relolved  to  appoint  the 
Queen  Regent  here,  during  my  Abience.  The  Experi- 
ence you  have  already  had  of  Her  jult  and  prudent  Ad- 
miniltration,  will,  I  doubt  not,  engage  you  all,  to  make 
the  Weight  of  the  Publick  Affairs  as  eafy  to  Her,  as  Her 
wife  Conduft  will  render  the  Governm.ent  agreeable  to 
you  ;  and  this  I  recommend  to  you  in  a  particular  Man- 
ner. 


Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majelly's  Command^ 
prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the  29th  of  July  :  They  were 
afterwards  farther  prorogued  to  tiic  ift  of  February. 
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Minutes,   &c.  of  the  Th  ird    Ses- 
sion,/^ way  c/^  Introduction  to,  andlU 
lu  ft  ration    of]    the  D  e  B  at  e  s,   which 
follow  J  to  the  End  of  the  f aid  Seffion. 

A  Series  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  the 

Supply  and  Ways  and  Means. 

TH  E  Houfe  having  refolved,  on  Feb.  2.  that  they  would 
next  Morning  take  into  Confideration  the  Speech  of 
the  Lords  Commiflioners,  appointed  by  his  Majcfty  for 
holding  that  Parliament,  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  they 
accordingly  proceeded  next  Day  to  take  the  faid  Speech  into 
Confideration  ;and  the  fame  being  again  read  by  Mr.  Speak- 
er, a  Motion  was  made,  That  a  Supply  fhould  be  granted  to 
his  Majelly;  whereupon  'twas  refolved,  that  the  Houfe 
would  the  next  Morning  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Motion. 

Thus  the  Commitice  of  Supply  was  eHablifhed  in  the  ufual 
Form,  and  as  that  Committee  is  in  every  Seffion  one  of  the 
chief  Committees,  we  fhall  give  the  Hiltory  of  it  during  Jaft 
Sirffion,  before  we  give  an  Account  of  any  of  the  Debates  that 
happened  in  it ;  in  order  that  our  Readers  may  have  at  once, 
and  as  it  were  at  one  View,  all  the  Refolutions  agreed  to  in 
the  fame. 

On  the  4th,  the  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee,  the  faid 
Speech  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners  was  ordered  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  fame;  and  the  Houfe  having  then  refolved  itfelt 
into  the  faid  Committee,  they  refolved,  'I'hat  it  was  the  Opi- 
nion of  that  Committee,  that  a  Supply  fhould  be  granted  to  his 
Majelty  ;  which  was  on  the  Monday  following  reported  and 
agreed   to  by  the  Houfe  Nemine  Contradiccnte. 

On  the  9th,  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf 
again  into  the  faid  Committee,  and  came  to  the  following 
Refolutions,  which  were  reported,  and  all  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  via. 

That  ten  thoufand  Men  fliould  be  employed  for  the  Sea- 
Service  for  the  Year   1737,  beginning  from  Jan,  v.  1736; 

I'hat 


That  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  4/.  per  Man  per  Month,  ihould 
be  allowed  for  inairtainlng  the  faid  10,000  Men  for  13 
Months,  including  the  Ordnance  for  Sea-Service:  And  that 
a  Sum,  not  exceeding  219  201/.  6;.  i^d.  Ihould  be  granted  to 
his  Majctly  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy  (including  Half-  ■ 
pay  to  Sea  Officer^)  for  the  Year  1737. 

On  the  i8tli,  the  laid  Committee  came  to  the  following 
Relolutions,  which  were  reported,  and  ail  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  viz.  That  the  Number  of  effedive  Men  to  be  pro- 
vided for  Guards  and  Garrifons  in  Great  Britain',  and  for 
Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  for  the  Year  1737,  ihould  be  (inclu- 
ding 1815  InviiiJs,  and  555  iVIen,  wn:ch  the  fix  indepen- 
dent Companies  confilt  cf  for  the  Service  of  the  Highlands^ 
17,704  Men,  Commiflion  and  Non-com m ifiion  OfScers  in- 
cluded :  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  647,549/,  lis.  3^. 
fliould  be  granted  to  hii  Majelly,  for  defraying  the  Charge 
of  the  fiid  I  7,704  Men  :  Tiiata  Sum  not  exceeding  215,710/, 
6j.  54/.  ihould  be  granted  to  his  Majefly  for  maintaining  his 
M;tjefly's  Forces  and  Garrifons  in  the  Pantations,  Minorca 
and  Gibraltar,  and  for  Provifnns  for  the  Garrifons  at  Ana- 
polis  Royal,  Canfo,  Placentia,  and  Gibraltar,  for  the  Year 
1737.  See  page  239. 

(Page  341)  On  the  28th,  the  faid  Committee  came  to  the 
following  Kelo!utions,  which  were  reported,  and  all  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe,  viz  That  a  Sum,  not  exc>;eding  79,723/.  6s. 
^i/.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majetty,  for  the  Charge  of  the 
Ofiice  of  Ordnance  for  Land  Service,  for  tiie  Year  1737  : 
That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  604/  19^.  2J.  fhould  be  granted 
to  his  Majeily,  for  defraying  the  extr.ordinary  Expence  of 
the  Qflice  of  Ordnance  for  Land  Service,  and  not  provided 
for  by  Parliament:  That  a  Sum,  rwt  exceeding  62,40  1/.  3/, 
6d.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  iMajelty,  to  make  good  the  De- 
ficiency of  the  Grants,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1736: 
That  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  10.043/.  3^,  lOi^.  ihould  be  grant- 
ed to  his  Majelty,  to  replace,  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  like 
Sum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  Dehciency  of 
the  additional  Scamp  Duties  at  Chriilmas,  1735,  purfuant  to 
a  Clause  in  an  Afl  of  Parliament  pafTed  in  the  4th  Year  of  his 
Majelly's  P.eign,  for  railing  1,200,000/.  by  Annuities  and  a 
Lottery  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1731  :  That  a  Sum,  not 
exceeding  42,187/.  10;.  fliould  be  granted  to  his  Majelty,  on 
Account  of  the  Subfidy  payable  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Treaty  bearing  Date,  Sept.  19,  1734,  for  three 
Quarters  of  a  Year,  to  Sept.  19,  i  737. 

On  March  4,  the  faid  Committee  came  to  the  following 
Refohitions,  which  were  reported,  and  all  agreed  to  by  the 
Hcuie,  viz,  Tiiat  a  Sum,  noc  exceeding  21,707/.  5.?.  \od. 
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Ihould  be  granted  to  his  Majelly,  upon  Account,  for  Out- 
Penfioners  of  Chsifea  Hofpital,  for  the  Year  1733  :  That  a 
Sum,  not  exceeding  56,413/.  14^,  3//.  fhould  be  granted  to 
his  Majefly,  for  defraying  feveral  extraordinary  Services  and 
Expences,  incurred  in  the  Years  1735  ^"'^  ^73^'  ^^'^  ^^^ 
provided  for  by  Parliament:  That  a  Sum,  not  exceeding 
10,000/.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefly  upon  Account,  to- 
wards the  Support  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich. 

On  the  9th,  the  Houfe  rcfolv'd  itfelf  again  into  the  faid 
Committee,  and  made  fome  Progrefs  ;  and  on  the  i  ith,  be- 
ing again  in  the  faid  Committee,  they  came  to  the  following 
Refoiution,  which  was  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe, 
viz.  That  the  Sum  of  one  Million  fliouid  be  granted  to  his 
Alajefty,  towards  redeeming  the  like  Sum  of  the  increafed 
Capital  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  as  is  now  commonly 
called  Old  South  Sea  Annuities.  Seepage  341. 

On  the  19th,  the  faid  Committee  came  to  the  following 
Refolutions,  which  were  reported,  and  all  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  viz.  That  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  20,000/.  fhould  be 
granted  to  his  Majefly,  towards  fettling  and  fecuringthe  Co- 
lony of  Georgia  in  America:  That  a  Sum,  not  exceeding 
10,000/.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefly,  to  be  applied  to- 
wards the  Maintenance  of  the  Britifh  Forts  and  Settlements 
belonging  to  the  Royal  African  Company  of  England,  on  the 
Coaft  of  Africa  :  That  the  Sum  of  4000/.  fhould  be  granted 
to  his  Majefly,  towards  repairing  and  finifning  the  Colle- 
giate Church  of  St.  Peter's  Wellminller  :  That  a  Sum,  not 
exceeding  44,685/  zs.  6^.  fhall  be  granted  to  his  Majcfty, 
upon  Account,  for  reduced  Officers  of  his  Majefty's  Land 
Forces  and  Marines,  for  the  Year  1737  :  That  a  Sum,  not 
exceeding  3945/.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majelly,  for  pay- 
ing of  Penfions  to  the  Widows  of  fuch  reduced  Officers  of 
his  Majeily's  Land  Forces  and  Marines,  as  died  upon  the  Elta- 
blifhment  of  Half  Pay  in  Great-Britain,  and  who  were  mar- 
ried to  them  before  Dec.  25,  17.6,  for  the  Year  1737  :  That 
a  Sum,  not  exceeding  50,000/.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jelly, towards  the  Rebuilding  and  Repairing  the  Ships  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  for  the  Year  1737. 

This  was  the  lait  Time  of  the  faid  Committee's  Sitting, 
and  by  the  above  mentioned  Relbutions  it  appears,  that  the 
total  Sum  granted  by  this  lall  Seffion  of  Parliament  amounts 
to  2,:25,i72/.  2s.  cjJ.  btfides  the  Million  granted  for  re- 
deeming fo  much  of  the  South  Sea  Capital. 

As  loon  as  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to  the  three  Refolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  the  Supply,  fi,  A  above-mentioned, 
relating  to  the  Seamen  and  N^vy,  which  was  on  l^hurfday, 
Feb.  10,  they  refolved,  that  they  would  next  Morning  rcfolve 
iheijifelves  intoa  Committee  of  the  whole  Uoule,  toconfidcr 
1  of 
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of  Wzys  and  Means  for  laifing  the  S  irpiy  granted  to  his 
Majelty  ;  and  accordingly,  next  Day  the  lioale  relblved  it- 
felf  into  the  (aid  Committee,  in  which  they  rcfolved.  That 
it  was  their  Opinion,  that  towards  the  Supply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cycler  and  Perry,  which, 
by  an  Aft  of  Parliament  of  the  9ch  Year  of  his  Majefty's 
Reign  h  ;d  <Jontinunncc  to  June  24,  :737,  fhouid  be  farther 
continued,  and  charged  upon  M.ilt  v/hich  fhould  be  made, 
and  all  Mum  which  Ihould  be  m  de  or  imported,  and  all  Cy- 
der and  Perry  which  fhcuh'  ne  made  for  S>iie,  within  the 
Kingdom  of  Gr:at  Briiain,  from  June  23,  1737,  to  Jane  24, 
173S  VV'.ich  Refoluiion  was,  according  to  Order,  reported 
to  the  Houie  the  next  Day,  and  agreed  to. 

The  (aid  Committee  was  by  Order  continued  from  Time  to 
Time,  without  fittii:g,  till  .Monday  March  14,  when  the 
HouTe  refclved  ittetf  .-.gain  into  ihis  Committee,  and  came  to 
the  following  Refoluiion,  which  was  reported  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Houle.viz.  That  towards  raifir.g  the  Supply  granted 
to  his  Majeiiy.  the  Sum  of  zs.  in  the  Puund,  and  no  more, 
fhould  be  railed  in  the  Year  1737,  upon  Land?,  Tenements, 
Hereditaments,  Peniions,  Offices,  and  pcrfonal  Ei^ates,  in  that 
Part  of  Great  Britain  called  Englnnd,  Wales,  and  the  Town 
of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  ;  and  that  a  proportional  Cef?,  ac- 
cording to  the  9th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  I'nion,  fliouid 
be  laid  upon  that  Par:  of  Great  Brit-.in  called  Scotlaiid. 

On  the  I  8th,  the  faid  Committee  came  to  the  follov/ing 
Reiblutiotis,  which  were  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  but  with  fome  Amendments  to  the  third,  ar-  below- 
mcn'.iontd,  viz.  Thae  the  Duty  of  361.  a  Barrel  on  Sweets 
(See  pnge  4S0)  granted  by  an  Ad  of  the  5  th  Y'ear  of  her  late 
Majefl)' Qcren  Anne,  for  the  Term  cf56  Years,  and  linca 
made  pjrpctual,  thould  from  ar.d  after  June  24,  1737,  cf-;:!'e 
and  d.termine.  That  there  fliould  be  granted  to  ir.is,  Ma- 
jefly  for  every  Bfirrel  of  Sweets  made  for  Sale,  from  and 
after  Juiic  24,  1737.  the  Sura  of  izs.  the  faid  Duties  to  be 
paid  by  iuc  Maker  and  Makers  of  the  faid  Sw-eets,  and  fo 
in  Proportion  of  greater  or  IcfTer  Quantities.  That  the  Al- 
lowance of  5i.  per  BanclonBritifh  made  Gur;-powcir  export- 
ed, granted  by  an  A61  of  the  4th  Ycr.r  of  his  prc.ent  Ma- 
jefty's Reign  which  was  to  expire  the  End  of  that  Scfficn  of 
Parliament,  fl-iould  be  further  continued  for  feven  Years. 
That  towards  raifing  the  Supply  granted  to  liis  Mrji-ily,  a 
Duty  of  zs.  per  Bufne)  fhould  be  laid  upon  all  Apples,  which 
at  any  limes  or  Times,  from  and  after  June  2  t,  ■  73  7.  Ir.ould 
be  imported  and  brought  into  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
over  and  above  nil  Cuilcm?,  Sulfidics  and  Duties  b-wlore  iin- 
pofed  thereon.  The  Thiid  Refolution  as  aincndrd  and  a- 
grced  to  by  the  Kotife  was  as  fjliovvs,  viz.  i'hr.:  uit  Allow- 
ance 


anceof4J.  Gd.  per  Barrel  on  Britilh-made  Gunpowder  export 
ed,  granted  by  an  Aft  of  the  4th  Year  ot  his  prefent  Mnjef- 
ty's  Reigr;,  which  was  to  expire  the  End  of  that  Stinon  of 
Par!iiiaie.)r,  fiiould  be  further  continued  for  ieven  Years. 

On  :he  faid  March    18,  the  Order  of  this  Committee  was 
continued   trom   Time  to  Time,  'till  Friday,  May  6,  when 
the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  again  into  the  faid  Committee,   and 
came  to  the   following  R«fo!utions,  which  were  rcpor:cd  to 
the  Houfe  on  the  Monday  following,  and  were  as  follow, 
viz.  That 'twas  the  Opinion  of  that  Committee,  that,  towards 
raifing  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majeily,  there  fhould  be  if- 
fued  and  applied  the  Sum  of  one  Million  out  of  fuch  ^.lonies 
as  had  ariien,  or  (hould  or  might  arife  cf  theSurplulTes,  Ex- 
ceffes,  or  Over-plus    Monies,  commonly  called  the   Sinking 
Fund.     That,  for  the  Encouragennent  of  the  Paper  Manufac- 
ture of  this  Kingdom,  there  fhould  not  be  allowed  any  Draw- 
back or  Repayment  of  Cuftoms  charged  upon  foreign  Paper, 
which  fiiould   be  imported  into  Great  Britain,  upon  the  Ex- 
portation tlicreof.     That,  towards  raifing  the  Supply  granted 
to  his  Majelfy,  a  further  Duty  of  9^,  per  Bufhel  fhould  be  laid 
upon  all  Oylicrs  imported  into  Great  Britain,     Oftheie  three 
Reiolutions  the  firit  and  fecond  were  agreed  toby  the  Houfe; 
but  the  third  was  re-committed. 

On  the  17th,  the  faid  Committee  came  to  the  following 
Refolutions,  which  were  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  viz.  That  the  feveral  Rates  and  Duties  then  p.iyable 
upon  foreign  Oyfters  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  fhould 
from  and  after  June  24,  i737,ceH[e  and  determine.  That  a 
Duty  of  "jd.  per  Bufhel  Strike-Meafure  of  the  Winchifter 
Corn  bufhel,  fiiould  be  laid  upon  a!l  foreign  Oyfters  imported 
into  this  Kingdom,  in  lieu  of  all  other  Rates  before  iinpofed 
thereon. 

This  was  the  l?.fl  Time  of  the  faid  Committee's  Sitting,  and 
from  their  Refolutions   it  appears,  that  che  Ways  and  Means 
propofed  for  raifing  the  Supply  lor  the  prefcnt  Year,  were  (be- 
fides  the  Million  granted  out  of  the  Sin'ang  Fund)  the  Malt; 
Tax,  which  is  generaliy  fuppofed  to  produce  near  700,000/. 
a  Year,  and  the  Eand-Tax,  which,  at  zs.  in  the  Pou'^.d,  pro- 
duces near  a  Million;  and  for  making   good  the  i/cfi.iency, 
his  Majelfy  was  enabled  to  borrow  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Mo- 
ney, upon  the  Credit  of  the  ])utie5  laid  on  Sweets,  not  ex- 
ceeding 500,030/.  at  an  Intereil  of  3  per  Cent  per  Annum, 

A  Prcpofal  towards   iovvering  the  Interefl  of  all  the 
able  National  Debts  to  3  per  Cent,  per  Ann.   and 
to  enable    the  Parliament   to  give  immediate  iia.'c  to 
Majefiy's  SuLjetl:,  bv  t.-'kir^g  ofFfomeof  the ';",  :.c_.  v/a 
art;  mcft  bu:d:;n'o;-:;e  to    ^^■■^^  i'uor,   and  t.;.v,c"ri!!y   'o 
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Manufafturers.  As  likewife  to  give  Eafe  to  the  People, 
by  leflcning  the  Annual  Taxes  for  the  current  Service  of 
Year,  viz. 

.\  FropoCtl       'T^H  A  T  an  Offer  be  made  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  South- 
tor  lowering        jj^      Sea  Annuities,  as  well  old  as  new,  at  fuch  Times  as  the 
^h'^'  n"  H-^"'^      Transfer  Books  ihall  be  fhut,  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 
^^vbi^^.    '"  That  all  Ferfons  be  at  Liberty   to  make  their  Option  for 

the  whole,  or  any  part  of  their  Capital,  of  one  or  more  of  the 
Particulars  undermentioned;  for  which  Purpofe,  Books  to 
be  laid  open  at  the  South-Sea  Houfe,  viz. 

All  who  defire  to  be  paid  their  Money,  to  enter  their 
Names  and  Sums  in  one  Book. 

Thofe  who  fhall  chufe  to  have  Annuities  for  certain  Terms 
of  Years,  and  the  Capital  to  be  annihilated,  may  fubfcribe  in 
particular  Books  for  that  Purpofe,  at  the  following  Rates: 
For  47  Years,  at  4  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  31  Years,  at  5. 
23  Years,  at  6.  ig  Years,  at  7.  16  Years,  at  8.  13  Years, 
at.9.    I  2  Years,  at  10. 

That  the  Proprietors  offo  much  of  the  Capital  as  fliall  not 
be  claim'd  in  Money,  nor  fubfcribed  into  fome  of  the  Annui- 
ties for  Terms  of  Years,  fliall,  for  the  future,  be  entitled  to 
the  Annuity  of  3  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  only. 

And,  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Annuitants  to  accept  of 
3  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  it  is  propofed.  That  they  be  not  fubjedt 
to  Redemption  or  Diminution  of  their  Annuities  for  the  Term 
of  fourteen  Years. 

And  that  all  the  Annuities  for  Terms  of  Years  be  tranf- 
ferable  at  the  South-Sea  Houfe,  without  any  Charge;  as  well 
as  the  Annuities,  which  fhall  be  continued  at  3  per  Cent, 
per  Ann. 

And  that  all  the  Annuities  for  Terms  of  Years  commence 
from  the  Determination  of  the  Annuities  of  4  per  Cent,  with- 
out any  lofs  of  Time. 

'Tis  apprehended,  that  this  Offer  will  be  more  beneficial  to 
the  Proprietors,  than  the  remaining  in  their  prefcnt  Situation, 
and  receiving  a  Million  at  a  time,  to  be  divided  alternately 
between  the  old  and  new  Annuities,  wjiich  mud  affecl  them 
in  a  very  high  manner,  as  it  tends  generally  to  reduce  their 
Capital,  by  continually  laying  out  the  Money  paid  off  in  new 
Annuities  at  advanced  Prices. 

If  the  Parliament  fhould  be  willing  to  indulge  any  Perfons, 
not  being  Foreigners,  who  may  be  advanced  in  Years,  with 
Annuities  for  Term  of  Life  ;  the  following  Rates  are  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Confideration  of  Gentlemen  who  have  turned 
their  Thoughts  to  this  Subjcdl,  viz.   Perfons  44  Years  old  or 

upward,  -  per  Cent,   for  Life,  53  S.     59  9. 

63  10, 
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If  thefe  Rates  for  Lives,  or  any  other  Rates,  {hould  be 
thought  convenient  to  be  offered. 

It  is  then  propofed,  that  the  old  and  new  Annuitants  be 
permitted  to  fublcribe  any  Part  of  their  Capital,  they  being 
within  the  Limitation  of  Years  above  exprefTed. 

And  that  none  of  the  Propofals  foregoing,  be  made  for 
ready  Money  ;  becaufe  it  is  reafonable,  that  the  prefent  Cre- 
ditors fhould  have  the  Preference  in  any  advantageous  Offer 
made  by  the  Parliament,  as  this  is  apprehended  to  be,  fince 
Money  may  be  raifed  at  3  per  Cent,  per  Ann.  with  a  Liberty 
of  redeeming  the  fame  at  Pleafure,  See  the  Debate  founded 
on  this  Propofal,  page  382. 

March  21.  His  Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
gave  the  Royal  Affent  to  ( i ;  The  Mutiny  Bill.  (2)  To  an  aft 
for  laying  a  Duty  of  Two-Pence  Scots  upon  every  Pint  of 
Ale  or  Beer  vended  within  the  Town  of  Dunbar,  to  be  ap- 
ply'd  to  the  Ufe  of  the  faid  Town,  for  receflary  Buildings 
and  Repairs,  and  to  three  private  Bills. 

April  22.  His  Majelly  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  ^oyal  AfTent 
gave  the  Royal  Affent  to  the  following  Bills  :  1.  For  granting  ^"^^^u"  ^^^^'' 
an  Aid  to  his  Majefty  by  a  Land-Tax.  2.  To  make  perpetual 
the  A61  7  Geo.  II.  to  prevent  the  infamous  Pradice  of  Stock- 
jobbing. 3.  For  the  better  repairing  and  paving  the  High- 
ways, Streets  and  Water-Courfes,  and  for  enlightening  the 
Streets,  Lanes  and  Paffages,  and  better  regulating  the  Nightly 
Watch  within  the  City  of  Salifbary.  4.  For  enlarging  the 
Term  for  repairing  feveral  Roads  leading  to  the  City  of 
Worcefler,  and  for  reducing  the  Toll  en  Sheep  and  Lambs  * 

by  the  faid  Aft.  5.  For  making  more  effeftual  two  Afts 
for  repairing  the  Highways  from  Old  Stratford  in  North- 
amptonfhire,  to  Dunchurch,  Warwicklhire.  6,  To  raife 
Mo«iey  to  difcharge  the  Debts  incurred  on  account  of  Build- 
ing a  Goal  and  Court  Rooms,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  County  of 
Bucks.  7.  For  continuing  a  Duty  of  Two-pennies  Scots  on 
every  Pint  of  Ale  fold  within  the  Town  of  Dumfreis,  for 
Building  a  Church  and  making  a  Harbour  there  ;  and  for  lay- 
ing a  Duty  on  the  Tonnage  of  Shipping,  &:c.  for  the  better 
repairing  of  the  faid  Harbour.  8.  For  making  navigable 
Worfley-Brook,  fromWorfley-Mill  in  Lancafhire,  to  theRiver 
Irwell  in  the  faid  County.     And  to  10  Private  Bills. 

It  is   remarkable  that  in   the  Land-Tax  Bill  above-men-  Clanfe  flipt 
tion'd,  a  Claufe  was  fraudulently  flipp'd  in    to  exepnpt  the  j^yj^^e  Land- 
Prince  of  Wales  from  paying  the  Sixpencein  the  Pound, call'd 
Civil-Lift  Money,  which  amounted  to  upwards  of  1000/. 

And,  the  fame  Day  the  Gill  was  pafs'd,  a  Motion  was  made  a  Motion  ta 
for  an    Enquiry,    by  what   Order    or  Authority  his  Royal  enquire  by 
ITiuhnefs  the   Prince  of   Wales   was,  by  a  Claufe  in  the  "^^'f  A"'-*^*^" 

Land-  '^  ^- 


[  viii  ] 

Land-Tax  Bill,  exempted  from  paying  any  Fees  for  liim- 

felf   and  Houlhold ;    and   it    being- a   Point    of  Order,    a 

Debate  arofe,  whether  the   Houfe  ought  not  to  have  moved 

for  an  Inftrudlion  for  a  Claufe  to  author ife  fuch  Alteration  : 

Over-ruled  by  But  another  Motion  being  made,  that  the  Order  of  the  Day 

a  Motion  forj^g  read, and  the  Qijellion  being  put  on  the  laft-namcd  Mo- 

the  Order  of    fJQn  (the  Bill    for  reducing  the  Interell  to  3  per  Cent.)  the 

the  my.  Houfe  divided,  and  carry'd  it  in  the  Afiirm-jive,  and  read  it  a 

ill  Time,  and  ordered  it  a  2d  Re.icling  that  Day  Se'nnight. 

May  24.  A  MefTage  was    fent  by  his  Alajeiiy,  to  defire 

the  Commons  to  fettle  a   Jointure  of  50,000/.  per  Ann.  on 

her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales :  A  Bill  was  unani- 

moufly  order'd  in  accordingly. 

.  /v-  Adls  pafTed  this  Seflion  were  as  follow,  viz.  March  7,  The 

5vJn\o  Sc.Malt  Bill.     21, The  Mutiny  Bill.     That  for  'aying  aDnty 

ral  A6ts.  of  Twopence  Scotch   on  every  Scotch  Pint  of  Ale,  brewed 

for  Sale  within  the  Town  cf  Abcrbrothock.     And  a  Road 

Bill. 

And  May  20,  The  Land-Tax  Bill.     That  for   granting 
Two  Millions  for  1738,  and  paying  the  Bank  a  Million  for 
redeeming  an  Annuity  of  40,000/-     For  explaining  an  Aft 
for  Application    of  the  Forfeited  ERates  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Derwentwater  and  Charles  Radcliffe.     An  A61  to  empower 
the  Court  of  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  fet  a  Price  on  Sea- 
Coals  for  one  Year.     To  enforce  the  Execution  of  the  Gin- 
Aft.     To  fecure  the  Payment  cf  Rents,  and  prevent  Frauds  by 
Tenants.     To  indemnify  Perfors  who  have  omitted  to  quali- 
fy themfelves  for  Offices,  read  Prayers,  ncd  make  the  Decla- 
rations and  Subfcriptions  required  within  the  Times  limited 
by  Law,  and  for  allowing  further  Time  for  thoi'e  Purpofes, 
For  allowing  furtherlTime  for  Enrolment  of  Deeds  and  Wilis 
made  by  Papills,  and  for    Relief  of  Proteftant  Purchafers, 
Devifeesand  LefTees.     For  Relief  of  fuch  Prifoners  for  Debt 
as  have  by  unavoidable  Accidents  loft  the  Benefit  of  the  Adt 
palled  the  laft  Seffion  for  the   Relief  of  infolvent  Debtors  ; 
and  for  the  Indemnity  of  fuch  Sheriffs  and  Goalers  as  have 
incurred  any  Penalties  on  account  of  fuch  Prisoners  not  being 
difcharged  ;  and  for  extending  the  Benefit  of  the  faid  Aft  to 
Creditors,  whofe  Debtors  were  comniitted  to   Piilon    fince 
Jan.  I.  1730,  and  were  detained  there  on  Jan.  i.  1736,  and 
have  chofe  to  continue  there.   An  Aft  to  continue  an  Aft  for 
the  better  Regulation  of  L.aftage  and  Ballallage  on  the  River 
Thames      For  building  a  Bridge  crofs  the  Thames  from  the 
Woolflaple,  Weftminfter,  to  the  oppofite  Shore.     For  better 
regulating  the  Manuf:di:re  of  Narrow  Woollen  Cloaths  in 
the  Weft-Riding  cf  Yori:fhire,     For  repairing  the  Harbour 
of  Dover,  and  reftoring  thai  of  Rye.     For  recovciing  and  fo- 

curing 
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Curing  the  Harbour  of  Minehead,  Somerfetfhire,  For  mak- 
ing a  Dock  or  Bafon  at  Liverpool.  To  two  A£ls  for  drain- 
ing certain  Fens  in  Lincolnihire,  and  the  Ifle  of  Ely.  For 
rebuilding  the  Farilh  Church  of  ^All-Saints  in  the  City  of 
Worceiler.  For  finifhing  the  Church  o"  St.  Mary  Rocher- 
hith,  and  purchr-rrg  -.in  additional  Buual-Ground.  For  re- 
bui.ding  ciie  Par-fh  i^nurch  of  Chrift-Church,  Surry.  To 
continue  the  Duly  of  Two  Pennies  Scots  on  each  Pint  of  Beer 
or  Ale  fold  in  the  Tov^n  of  Inveruefs  in  Scotland.  To  vefl 
the  Eftate  of  Hugh  Nafn,  Efq;  (':ite  efcaped  put  of  the  Fleet) 
ill  Trullees  for  the  Benelit  of  his  Creditors.  For  the  more 
effedlual  fecuring  the  .  ayment  of  cert'iin  Sums  of  Money, 
circdied  by  an  Afl  c  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  be  p.id  by  the 
Trcafurers  of  the  Counties  of  England  and  Wales,  for  the  Re- 
lief of  the  Pnfoners  in  tne  King's-Bench  and  Marfhalfea, 
P'or  punifhing  fuch  as  Ihall  injure  anv  in  their  Perfons  or  Pro- 
perties, with  intent  to  hinder  the  Exporti-Lion  of  Corn.  An 
Aft  to  explain  an  Ail  for  rebuilding  St  Leonard's  Church, 
Shoreditch.  To  continue  two  Afts  for  encour-igirg  the 
Growth  of  CcfFse,  and  (ecur.ng  the  Trade  of  rx  Su^^ar-Co- 
lofiies  in  America.  For  enlightening  the  Str,  jr.,  &c.  in  the 
Parifh  of  Chriit-Church,  Middlefex.  To  arnvn..'  an  Act  for 
preventing  Inconvenieticies  that  m-iV  happen  by  Privilege  of 
Parliament.  To  fecure  the  Eflates  of  Papifts  turning  Pro- 
tellants  againft  Difabilities,  and  for  the  more  efFedual  vefting 
in  the  tv.o  Un.verfiiies  the  Prefentations  of  Bi^nefices  belong- 
ing to  Papills.     To  6  Road  Ads,  and  to  27  private  Bi'ls. 

And  for  the  Hiftory  of  the  Supply,  &c.  it  is  thus  fumm'd 
up  in  the  following  Speech,  made  by  the  Speaker  to  the 
Throne,  the  laft  Day  of  the  Scffion. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign. 

YOUR  Majeily's  molt  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjefts,  the  Speaker's 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aiTemblcd,  Speech  at  the 
attend  your  MaieiLV  with  fcveral  Bills,  and  with  one  among  ^'"^*''  ^^  t^*^ 
the  reit  for   your  Royal  AiTcnt   concerning  the   Supplies     '       " 
granted  for  tns  public  Sc^rvice  of  the  Ytar,  allowing  Three 
iVIillians  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty  Tnoufand   Pounds,  for 
tne   Mainter'arice  of  your  Fiects,   .Armies,  and  difcharging 
a  Million  ofthe  National  Debt,  ■:nd  other  Purpofss. 
'  Your  Commons  at  fi-il:  made  Provifion  but  for  10,000 
Seamen,    they  being  fcfHcicnt   for    the  common  Service; 
but  having  fmce  been  c.iUed  on,  by  the  SafF:rings  and  Griev- 
ances of  your  .Vlajeily's  Subjects,  to  lirengthen  your  Hands, 
to  defer.d  your  Rights,  ana  do  them  Juilice  agai.^.H  the  law- 
Iv-fb  Power  of  the  Spiniia  Nation  in  the  Seas  of  America  ; 
where  your  Majeily'i  Subjects  have,  by  Nature,  and    unre- 

*  ilraincd 


[X] 

*  flraincd  b'y  Compa(5t,  an  equa!  Right  with  them,  and  are 

*  not  to  be  fubjedl  to  any  Obllrudlion  or  Moleflation  what- 

*  foerer  in  their  Paflage  over  thofe  free  and  open  Seas  ;  they 

*  have   readily  granted    10,000  more.     To  fuffbr  the  Spa- 

*  niards  to  rummage  our  Ships,  is  to  give  them  a  Right  to  the 

*  Sovereignty  of  thofe  Seas,  as  it  was  always  deemed  by  Great 

*  Britain;  and  was  never  allowed  by  any   of  your  Majelly's 

*  Predectfrors 

'  Thefe  Depredations  deferved  the  Confideration  of  your 

*  Commons;  and  thefe  Outrages  (if  continued)  will  deferve 

*  your  Reientment.     To  their  Plunder  rhey  have  added  In- 

*  lults;  and  to  their  Infults,  Cruelties :  Infults  the  more  fen- 
«  fibly  felt,  as  they  come  from  a  People  whofe  Power  we  al- 
<  ways  deemed   inferior ;  and  whofe  Strength  we  ever  fub- 

*  dued  when  tried.  With  thefe  Sentiments  your  Commons 
«  applied  to  the  Father  of  their  Country  for  Redrefs ;  and 
'  received  fuch   an  Anfwcr  as   the  Father  of  their  Country 

*  fhou!d  give;  for  which  your  faithful  Commons  make  their 

*  gr-iteful  and  dutiful  Acknowledgments.  Their  Application 

*  on  this  Occafion  was  on  behalf  of  their  Trade,  which  is  the 

*  Life  and  Spirit  of  this  Nation ;  reiling  perfuaded,  that  by 

*  your  Interpofition,  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  Jullicf  for  pail 

*  Injuries,  as  well  as  further  Security  of  your  trading  Subjeds, 

*  for  the  Sake  of  the  Dignity  of   your  Majefty's  Imperial 

*  Crown,  and  the  Honour  of  the  Britifli  Nation  ;  which  they 

*  are  feniible  never  were,  nor  ever  can  be,  more  fecure  than 

*  under  your  Majelly's  Royal  Protedion; 

*  Since  your  Majelly's  Paternal   Care   has    preferved  this 

*  Nation  under  many    Difficulties    from    the  Calamities  of 

*  War,  and  every  good    Man    hopes  you  will  be  able  to  ac- 

*  complifh  the  great  Work  before  yon,  without  it ;  yet  if  the 

*  Lot  be  fo,  that  no  Satisfadion  for  our  LofTes  and  Sufferings 

*  can  be  had,  nor  Security  for  the  future,  nor  the  Credit  of 

*  the  Briiilli  Nation  fupported  but  by  Force  of  Arms ;  there's 

*  not  one  Man  in  the  Nation,  whofe  Heart  and  Hand  would 

*  not   be  willing  to  fupport  your   Majelly  therein,   as  your 

*  faithful  Commons  arewiKing  and  ready  to  do. 

'  To  thefe  necefiary  Ends,  they  defirc  your  Majefty's  Royal 
'  Acttptance  of  the  Supplies   which  they   have  granted  for 

*  that  Purpofe  ;  which,  with  feveral  other   Bills    upon  the 

*  Table,  are  ready  for  the  Royal  Aifent,  and  are  for  the  Be- 

*  ncfit  of  the    Pub'ic  ;  particularly  that   which  rellrains  the 

*  Privilege  of  Parliament ;  a  Work  begun    before,  but  now 

*  con'(p:eat;   and  which    will   put  an  End  to  a  Pradice   thai; 

*  tended  to  the  Reproach  and  Diflionoar  of  Parliament,* 
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STEECHES  and  DEBATES 


In  the  Third  Session  of  the 


Second  Tarliament  of  King  George  II. 


BEING 


The  Eighth  Parliament  of  Great  Britahu 


ON  the  Firft  of  February  the  Parliament  being  met  j^nno  i  o.  Geo. 
according  to  their  laft  Prorogation,  a  Meflage  was  n,  1736-7. 
brought  by  Sir  Charles  Dalton,  Gentleman  Ufher 
of  the  Black  Rod,  from  the  Lords  authorized  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Commiffion,  (viz.  His  Royal  Highnefs  Frederick 
•  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Prefident 
of  the  Council  *,  the  Lord  Steward  of  the  Houfehold  f,  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  f  f ,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Earl  of  Scarborough, 
and  the  Earl  of  May,}  defiring  the  immediate  Attendance 
of  the  Commons,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  hear  the  Com- 
miffion read ;  and  Mr  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  going  up  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  Lord  Chancellor  fitting  with  feveral 
other  Lords  on  a  Form,  between  the  Throne  and  the  Wool- 
facks,  fpoke  as  follows  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
*«  TT7E    are  commanded    by  his    Majefty    to  let  you 
♦'    V V     know,  that  as  it  is  not  convenient  for  his   Ma- 
s' jelly   to  be  here  this  Day  in  his  Royal  Perfon,  he  has 


V  0  L.  IV. 


F  f 


been 


*  tht  Earl  of  Wilmington.  t  The  Dxke  of  ViVonfHre, 

ft  X^e  I'-^e  "/  Crafta;:. 
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Anno  10.  Geo.  "  been  pleafed  by  Letters-patent  under  t}az  Great  Seal,  in 

II.  1736-7.    "  Authorjle  his  Royal  Highuefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 

feveral   Lords  therein  mentioned,  to  do  every  Thing  in 

the  Name  of  his  Majelty,   which  ought  to   be  done  on 

"  the  Part  of  his  Majeity   in   this  Parliament,  as  may  more 

*'  fully   appear  by  the  Le.ters-patent." 

The  Letters-patent  being  read,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as 
one  of  tiie  C^mmuTioners,  read  the  following  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeny 
'  f  N  Purfuance  of  the  Authority  given   us  by   His   Ma- 
X    j^^y'^   Commiffion,  under  the    Great    Seal,    amongft 

*  other  Things,  to  declare  the   Caufes  of  his  holding  this 

*  Parliament,  we  arc,  by   his  Majefty's  Command,   in   the 

*  firil  Place,    to  obferve  to  you.     That  his  Aiajelty  acquaint- 

*  ed  you  laft  Year,    that  he  had,  in   Conjundion  with  the 

*  States   General,  given    his  Approbation   of  certain  Preli- 

*  minary  Articles,   concerted  and  agreed  upon   between   the 

*  Emperor  and   France,   for  relloring  the  Peace   of  Europe  ; 

*  and  that  a   farther  Convention,  concerning  the  Execution 

*  of  them,  had  been  communicated  to  Him  by  both   thofe 

*  Courts  ;  and    that  Negotiations  were  carrying  on  by  the 

*  feveral  Powers  engaged  in  the   late  War,  in  order   to  fet- 

*  tie  the  general  Paciiication. 

*  We  are  now  commanded  by  His  Majefly  to  inform 
'  you,  that  the  refpeftive  A£ls  of  CelTion   being  exchanged, 

*  and  Orders  given  for  the  Evacuation  and  PofTelhon  of 
'  the   feveral    Countries   and  Places,  by   the    Powers  con- 

*  cerned,  ;according  to  the  Allotment  and  Difpofition  of  the 
'  Preliminary  Articles,  the  great  Work  of  re-ellablifhing 
'  the  general  Tranquility    is    far  advanced  ;    however,  it 

*  is  His  Majefty's  Opinion,  that  common  Prudence  calls 
'  upon  us  to  be  very  attentive  to,  and  obferve  eke  fmal 
'  Conclufion  of  this  new  Settlement  of  fuch  confiderable 
'  Parts  of  Europe.     It   is   to  be  hoped,  that  a  general  lalt- 

*  ing   Tranquility   will   follow    this   ReflituMou  oi'  Peace, 

*  and  that  the   Renewal    of  Friendfliip  and  Alliances,    for 

*  the  Prefervation  of  it,    among    the    feveral  Princes  and 

*  Powers  of  Europe,  will  remove  all  Dangers  and  Ap- 
'  prehenfions  of  any  new  Troubles  and  Difordor'.  ;  but  His 

*  Majelly  apprehends,  that  an  indolent  Security,  and  too 
'  great  a  I^ifregard  to  future  Events,  may  occafion  Mif- 
'  chiefs  more  eafy  to  be  prevented,  than  to  be  remedied  i 
'  and  that  it  v/oald  be  vecy  t-nadvifeable  to  leave  ourfelves 
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*  in  fo  defencelefs  a  Condition,  as  to  encourage  any  Enter-  Juno  lo.  Gn 

*  prizes,   which  the  Enemies  to  the  Public  Peace  may  have     II.  I736-7. 

*  vainly  fuggefted  and  flattered  themfelves  with  the  Hopes  i/'V^N^ 

*  of.'  \^    y    ^^^ 

GcTitlemcJi  of  the  Houfe  cf  Commotis, 
'  His  Majelly  has  ordered  the  proper  Officers  to  lay 
'  before  you  the  Eftimatcs  for  the  Service  of  the  cur- 
'  rent  Year  ;  as  foon  as  the  Circumflances  of  the  Times 
'  would  permit,  His  Majefly  was  oleafed  to  make  fuch  a 
'  Redudtion  of  fome  Part  of  the  Public  Expences  for  the 
«   Eafe  of  his  People,   as  was  confident  with  the  Peace  and 

*  Safety  of  his  Kingdoms,  the  Security  of  our  Commerce, 

*  and  the  Honour  and  Intercit  of  the  Nation.' 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
'  His  Majefty  has  been  gracloufly  pleafed  to  direct  us 
to  acquaint  you,  that  He  hath  fcen  with  the  greatelt 
Satisfadlion  the  unwearied  Application  of  this  Parliament, 
in  framing  good  Laws  for  advancing  the  Profperity,  and 
fecuring  the  Welfare  of  His  loving  Subjeds  ;  and  that  it 
hath  been  one  of  His  Majefty's  principal  Cares  to  en- 
force them  by  a  due  Execution,  with  the  Ilriftell  Regard 
to  the  Rights  ana  Properties  of  his  People,  no  Invafion 
whereof  can  with  any  Colour  be  fuggeltcd  by  the  moll 
malicious  Enemies  of  the  prefent  Eltablifhment.  Whilft 
this  hath  been  our  Condition,  Elis  Majelty  cannot  but 
obfcrve,  that  it  mufi:  be  matter  of  the  utmoft  Surprife 
and  Concern  to  every  true.  Lover  of  his  Country,  to  fee 
the  many  Contrivances  and  Attempts  carried  on  in  various 
Shapes,  and  in  different  Parts  of  the  Nation,  tumultuouily 
to  refilt  and  obllrud  the  Execution  of  the  Laws,  and  to 
violate  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom.  Thefe  Diilurbcrs  of 
the  public  Repofe,  confcious  that  the  Interelt  of  His  Ma- 
jelly and  His  People  are  the  fame,  and  of  the  good  Har- 
mony, which  Ixappily  fubhils  between  Him  and  His  Par- 
liament, have  levelled  their  Sedition  againit  both  ;  and  in 
their  late  Outrages  have  either  dire£lly  oppofed,  or  at 
leaft  endeavoured  to  render  ineffeftual  fome  A6ls  of  the 
whole  Legiflature.  His  Majefly  in  His  great  VViidom 
thinks  it  affords  a  melancholy  Profpecf  to  confider  to 
what  Height  thefe  audacious  Pradlices  may  rife,  if  not 
timely  fupprelTed,  and  that  itdefcrves  no  fmall  Attention, 
that  they  may  go  on  to  afftd  private  Perfons  in  the  quiet 
Enjoyment  of  their  Property,  as  v.'ell  a.s  the  geseral 
Peace,  and  good  Order  of  the  wlpole.  His  Majelly  ap- 
prehends it  to  be  unnecefTary  to  enlarge  upon  a  Subjtv'l 
r  f  ?,  '  of 
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Anno  lo.  Ceo.  '  of  this  Nature,  and  therefore  hath  commanded  us  barely 

il  1736  7.     '  to  mention  it  to  you,  who,  by  the  conftant  Tenor  of  your 

iy-*v>-\»   '  Condudl,   have  (hewn,  that  you  confider  the  Support  of 

*  his  Government,  as  infeparable  from  the  Prefervation  of 

'  the  Public  Tranquillity  and  your  own  Safety. 

The  Members  being  returned  to  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Speaker 
reported  the  Speech  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  upon  a 
Motion  for  an  x^ddrels  of  Thanks,  the  fame  was  agreed 
to,  and  is  as  follows. 


^he  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  King, 
Moji  Gracious  So-verergn, 

E  your  Majcfty's  mod  Dutiful  and  Loyal  Subjefts, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament 
afTembled,  return  your  Majeliy  our  mod:  humble  Thanks 
for  the  Speech  delivered  by  your  Msjefty's  Command  to 
both  Houles  of  Parliament. 

'  We  fee  with  great  Satisfafti.-n,  the  happy  Profpe^  of 
the  final  Conclufioa  of  the  general  Pacification  oi  Europe, 
and  when  we  remember  your  Majefty's  unwearied  En- 
deavours to  prevent  this  Nation  from  being  involved  in 
the  Calamities  of  a  ueftruftive  War,  and  your  conftant 
Application  in  contributing  to  the  utmoll  of  your  Power 
towards  the  great  Work  of  renoring  Peace,  from  the  ten- 
der Care  and  Concern  which  your  Alajexty  has  always 
fliewn  for  the  future  Peace  and  Profperity  of  your  Peo- 
ple, as  well  as  for  tha  common  Welfare  of  Maikind, 
we  maiic  no  doubt,  but  that  your  Majclly  will  continue 
to  co-cperate  with  your  good  Allies,  that  the  Conclufion 
of  the  Peace  may  be  attended  with  a  general  and  lalting 
Tranquillity. 

'  Duty  and  Gratitude  to  your  MajeHy,  and  a  due  Re- 
gard to  our  own  Intercfls  and  Security  will  ergage  us  not 
to  neglcc:  any  necclTary  Precautions,  which  may  belt 
ccndiice  to  enable  your  MajsUy  -o  difappoint  and  defe.it 
all  grcandieis  Hopes  and  Expeii^tions,  which  th=;  de- 
luded Enemies  of  the  public  Peac;-  .tiay  have  vainly  iu^- 
gelled  and  fl.ittered  th^-cfelves  wit;; 

*  And  we  beg  Ljave  to  afiurc  }  ur  Majefly,  that  we 
win  chearfully  and  effcftually  raiie  the  Supplies  neceiTary 
for  the  Service  of  the  Current  Year,  and  fupport  your 
iMiijcity  in  all  fuch  Meafures  as  fnall  be  loui^d  requifitc  to 
prelerve  the  Peace  and  Safety  of  the  Xingdyn,  the  Se- 
curity of  our  Commerce,  and  the  Honour  and  Interel^  of 
your  Majelfy  and  your  Dominions,' 

^       ■  "■  llcft 
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Mofl  Gracious  Sovereign,  Anno  lo. 

*  Your  faithful  Commons  cannot  without  a  jaft  Indignation  ^^°-  ^^• 
obferve  the  Spirit  of  Fadlion  and  Sedition,  which  has  lately  ma- 1"^^    J', 
fefted  itfelf  in  traducing  and  mifreprefenting  the  Legiflature,  in  ^^'^~^j 
contemning  all  Authority,  and  in  open  Defiance  of  the  Laws  of 
the  Land. 

'  It  is  with  the  highefl;  Senfe  of  Duty  and  Gratitude,  we  ac- 
knowledge your  Majefty's  Goodnefs,  not  only  in  your  ready 
Concurrence  to  all  fuch  wholefome  Laws  as  have  been  from 
Time  to  Time  prepared  by  your  Parliament,  but  in  your  con- 
llant  Care  to  enfore  them  by  a  due  Execution,  with  the  firidleft 
Regard  to  the  Rights  and  Properties  of  your  People,  and  with- 
out the  leafl:  Colour  or  Shadow  of  any  Defign  or  Attempt  to 
ftretch  or  violate  the  known  Laws  of  this  Realm. 

•  We  canr.ot  fufficiently  exprefs  our  Abhorrence  of  the  many 
wicked  and  dcteflable  Practices,  which  the  Dilturbers  of  the 
public  Repofe  have  fccretly  fomented  and  openly  carry'd  on  in 
tumultuoufly  refilling  and  obftrudling  the  Execution  of  the  Laws, 
and  violating  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom. 

'  And  we  your  faithful  Commons  do  affure  your  Majefty,  that 
being  fully  perfuaded  that  the  Prefervation  of  the  public  Tran- 
quihty,  and  our  own  Safety,  are  infeparable  from  the  Security 
of  your  Government,  we  will  fupport  your  Royal  Authority  in 
fupprelTing  and  fubduing  all  feditious  and  riotous  Attempts  that 
threaten  the  very  Being  of  our  happy  Conftitution,  and  the  utter 
Subverfion  of  thofe  Liberties,  which  have  been  made  the  fpecious 
Pretence  for  committing  thofe  outrageous  Diforders.' 

To  this  the  King  return'd  the  following  Anfwer  : 
/  S   Majefty  returns  this  Houfe  his  Thanks  for  their  moji   Du-  -pj^g  Kinc's 
tiful  aJid  Loyal  Addrefs,   and/hall  ahvays  ejleem  their  Zeal  Anfwer  to 
and  AffeSlioH  for  his  Perfon  and  Government,  as  the  hefl  and  mofl  the  Com- 
acceptable  Return  for  his  conflant  Endeavour  to  render  this  Nation  ^°,"^ 
happy  and  four  ifljtng  both  at  Home  and  Abroad.      His  Majefly  relies 
upon  the  Wifdoin  of  his  Parliament,  to  frame  fuch  Lavus  as  /hall 
he  neccffary  to  flrengthen  and  fupport  the  Authority  of  his  Govern- 
jnent,   in  preferring  the  public  Tranquility,  a?id  fecuring  the  Rights 
and  Properties  of  his  People  ;  and  his  faithful  Commons  may  depend 
upon  him  for  ajufl  and  due  Execution  of  them. 

Feb.  2.  A  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Nor- a  Petition, 
folk,  complaining  of  an  undue  Eledtion  and  Return  for  the  laid  complaining 
County,  being  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  it  was  ordered  °^*".""'l""^ 
to  be  heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  on  the  Third  of  March  ;  and  ^■^^  co"nty'^ 
that  Lifts,  with  Refpeft  to  the  faid  Eleftion,  be  delivered  on  the  of  Norfolk: 
2 5d  of  February.  prefentcd. 

March  2.  A  Motion  was  made,  that  the  Petitioners  might  be 
at  Liberty   to    withdraw     their    Petition   j    which    was    grant- But  is  Jropt^ 
ed   ;    and  Mr    Speaker    was    ordered    to  iffue  his  Warrant    to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  to  make  out  a  new  Writ  for  tlie  faid 

County, 
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Anno  10.  County,  in  the  Room  of  William  Wodehoufe,  Efq;  who  had  died 
after  his  Eledion,  and  againft  which  the  faid  Petition  was  pre^ 
fen  ted. 

'Tho'  this  Elcdlon  was  thus  given  up,  yet  there  was  one  Thing 
relating  to  it  worth  Obfervation. 

The  Refolution  of  the  Houle  relating  to  the  delivering  of  Lifls 
of  Controverted  Voters,  in   Puriuance  of  which  the  Lills,  with 
refpeft  to  this  controverted  Eleftion,  had  been  ordered  to  be  de- 
livered,   is  as  follows,    viz     '  That  in  all  Cafes  of  controverted 
''V  h  "h''"-  '  Ele^^iofis  for  Counties  in  England  and  Wales,  to  be  heard  at  the 
upon  Lifts"of  *  ^^^  °^  '•^^^  Houfe,  or  before  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
F.lcaors       *  Eledions,  the  Petitioners  fhould  by  themfelves,  or  by  their  A- 
that  ;ire  to  «  gents,  within  a  convenient  Time,  to  be  appointed  either  by  the 
be  objeaed  <  Ho.ife  or  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Ekaions,  as  the  Mat- 
'  ter  to  be  heard  fliall  be  before  the  Houfe,  or  the  faid  Committee, 

*  deliver  to  the  fitting  Members,  or  their  Agents,  Lilb  of  the 

*  Perfons  intended  by  the  Petitioners  to  be  objedled  to,  who  voted 

*  for  the  fitting  Members ;  giving,  in  the  faid  i.ifts,  the  feverai 

*  Heads  of  Objedlion,  and  diftinguilhing  the  fame  againft  the 

*  Names  of  the  Voters  excepted  to  ;  and  that  the  fitting  Members 

*  fhould,  by  themfelves,  or  by  their  Agents,    within  the  fame' 

*  Time,  deliver  the  like  Lifts  on  their  Part,  to  the  Petitioners  or 

*  their  Agents. 

In  Puriuance  of  this  Refolution.  the  Petitioners  for  the  County 
ver'V  Ir     °^  Norfolk,  and  the  fitting  Member  Sir  Edmond  Bacon,  who  fup- 
Coniequencc  ported  the  Election  of  himfelf  and  the  other  Member  deceas'd,  de- 
ot'tl!!."  fame,  liver'd  Lills  to  each  other  refpsdively,  but  in  the  Lifts  delivered  by 
the  Petitioners  to  the  fitting  Member,  all  the  material  Heads  of 
Objeftion  that  could  be  made  againft  any  Voter  for  a  County, 
were  let  againft  the  Name  of  almoft  every  Voter  they  excepted  to  j 
which  the  fitting  Member  thought  contrary  to  the  Refolution,  and 
therefore  reprefented.  That  the  Refolution  had  been  agreed  to,  in 
Complaint    Older  to  fave  IVouble  and  Expence  5  and   prevent  either  Party's 
rehiring        examining  Witnefles  to  an  Objedion  he  could  not  fully  prove,  and 
'        then  flying  from  that  to  another,  and  thence  to  a  Third,  iffc.  That 
if  either  Party  thought  he  had  fevtral  Objedlions  to  any  one  A'^oter, 
each  of  which  would  be  of  itfelf  fufficient,  he  ought,   by  the  Re- 
folution, to  fix  upon  that  Objedion  which  he  thought  he  could 
moil  clearly  prove,  and  diftinguiih  that  Head  of  Objeftion  only 
againft  the  Name  of  that  Voter  ;  by  which  Means  the  other  Party 
might  prepare  proper  Proofs  or  Materials  for  fupporting  the  Right 
of  his  Voter  againft  that  Objection  :    But  in  the  Manner  the  Lifts 
had  been  deliver'd  to  him,  it  would  be  vaftly  troubleibme  and  ex- 
penfive  to  prepare  proper  Proofs  for  fupporting  the  Righc  of  a  Voter 
againft  every  Objection  that  could  be  made  ;  and  if  he  prepared  to 
anfwer  one  Objection  only,  he  might  at  laft  find  himfelf  obliged  to 
anfwer  another,   for  which  he  could  not  then  pofiibly  have  an  Op- 
portunity to  prepare :   I'hai  if  the  Method  in  which  t!ie  Pe- 
titioners 
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titloners  Lifts  were  drawn  up  (hould  be  admitted,  ft  would  _^nno  lo.  Qed. 
render  that  Part  of  the  Refolution  quite  ufelefs,  which  re-  \\_  1726-7* 
lates  to  the  diilinguilliing  the  Heads  of  Objection  againft 
the  Names  of  the  Voters  excepted  to;  for  if  all  the 
Heads  of  Objedion  that  could  poffibly  be  made  againft  any 
Voter,  fiiould  be  fet  againfl:  the  Name  of  every  V^oter,  ic 
would  be  the  very  fame  with  making  no  particular  Ob- 
jection at  all,  which  would  leave  both  Parties  as  much  at 
Liberty  to  vex  one  another,  and  to  take  up  the  Time  of 
the  Houfe  unnecelTarily,  as  if  no  fuch  Refolution  had  ever 
been  made:  And  laftly,  that  in  the  particular  Cafe  then 
before  them,  it  would  be  a  very  great  Hardlhip  upon  him  5 
becaufe  in  the  Lilts  he  had  delivered  to  the  Petitioners,  he 
had  ftridlly  conformed  to  the  Refolution  of  the  Houfe, 
which  would  give  the  Petitioners  a  very  great  Advantage 
over  him  ;  therefore  he  defired  they  might  be  ordered  to 
amend  their  Lirts,  and  to  put  them  in  that  Method  which 
was  prefcribed  by  the  Refolution. 

To  which  'twas  anfwered,  That  by  the  Refolution  it  was 
not  intended  to  limit  either  the  Petitioners  or  the  fitting 
Member  to  the  making  but  one  Objedion  only  againll 
each  Voter  excepted  to  ;  nor  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  the 
Houfe  meant  any  fuch  Thing  when  they  agree'd  to  that 
Refolution  ;  becaufe  it  would  be  doing  Injultice  to  both,  to 
limit  them  to  the  making  but  one  Objeftion  to  a  Voter 
againll  whom  they  had  feveral  material  Objedlions ;  there- 
fore it  was  to  be  prefumed,  the  Refolution  intended  only 
to  oblige  each  Party  to  explain  and  exprefsly  mention  the 
feveral  Objedions  they  were  to  make  againfl;  each  Voter 
excepted  to,  which  was  the  Method  the  Petitioners  had 
taken  with  refpeft  to  the  Lifts  they  had  delivered  ;  and  by 
that  Method  the  fitting  Member  might  know  what  to  do, 
and  could  be  put  to  no  greater  Expence  or  Trouble  than 
the  Nature  of  the  Cafe  required  ;  for  if  he  found  that  any- 
one of  the  Objedlions  propofed  was  well  founded,  and 
would  probably  be  fufHciently  proved,  it  would  be  quite  un- 
neceffary  for  him  to  put  himfeif  to  any  Expence  or  Trouble 
in  fupporting  the  Right  of  a  Voter,  who,  he  knew,  had  no 
Right ;  nor  could  the  Time  of  the  Houfe  be  unnecelTarily 
taken  up,  becaufe  each  Paity  would  begin  with  examining; 
Witneffes  as  to.that  Objedion  which  he  thought  the  ftiongeft, 
and  v.'hJch  he  thouglit  he  could  the  nioft  fully  prove  ,  and 
if  he  found  he  had  fully  proved  thnt  Objedion,  he  would 
proceed  no  further,  nor  trouble  himfeif  or  the  Houfe  with 
proving  any  other  Objefticn  ;  whereas  if  his  Witneftes  lor 
proving  th«t  Objection  fhould  nor,  in  their  Examination 
before  the  Houfe,  come  up  to  that  which  they  h^iddeclarei 

Vol.  IV.  G  g  to 
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^■ju  10.  Ceo.  to  liim  in  the  Country,  which  was  often  the  Cafe,  it  would 

.11.  i-:;6--7.     be  Injmlice  to  preclude   him   from  proving  any  other  Ob- 

j  /-v/'-v    \  jedio:: ,  when  he  found  he  neither  h."id  nor  could  fully  prove 

^^  ^^    the  Olj-,dioti  he  had  firll  infilled   on;  therefore   they  did 

not  tiiiiiiv  tlu'mlelves   obliged  by  the   Relolution  to  amend 

their  L.ii'.s,  or  to  deliver   them  in   any  other  Manner  than 

what  t:.ey  I);id  done  :  However,    that    they  might    not   be 

tl,ougiit   to  intend,  and  as  they  did  not  defire  to  take  any 

lurt   cf    Adv':;ntr,ge   of    the   fitting    Member,    they    were 

wiliinr,  to  tnicnd  their  Liits,  and  to   put  tliem  in  the  very 

fair.e  ;\,'c:hcd  v.ith  thole  delivered  to  thcni  by  him  ;   fo  that 

it  v.c.:'.-i  bu  quite  unnccciliry  for  the  Houfe  to  interpole  in 

the  .-\iT.iir,  or  to  come  to  any  new  Refulution,  or    Order, 

upo  1  th;.t  Head. 

This  Cci.ipiiance  in  the  Petitioners  prevented  a  Reply, 
ana  li!;cvvi;e  prevented  the  Houfe's  coming  to  any  new 
Reibiulion,  or  to  any  Dcterminaation,  ior  explaining  their 
furnicr  Ivciclution  ;  io  that  the  Point  in  diipute  remains 
undetcrriiincd,  and,  if  no  new  Law  be  made  for  regulating 
the  Elcflions  lor  Counties,  it  may  be  the  Subject  oi  fome 
futiire  l)eb;:te. 

Upc'.i  the  j'amc  Day,  <vix,.  Tcb.  z.  and  immediately  after 
the  proper    OrJers    were   made   for    hearing    the  Petition 
from   l--.'Jllk,  as  before  mentioned,  a  Petition  of  Sir  'John 
GI)-?--/i,  Li  ij;;.  ccmpiaining  of  an  undue  Eledion  and  Return 
7';,,.  r;;,-;  Pe-  ^^i'  ^'-^  L'orongh  cf  F'i:ii,  in  the  County  of  Fli/it,  was  pre- 
^_._.;,„_  fcntcd  to  the  Hou-c  and  read  ;  and  'twas  order'd,  That  the 

Matter  of  the  faid  Petition  fliouki  be  heard  upon  Tue/dayy 
M'-vai  6,  th.en  next;  wliich  Order  was  afterwards  put  ofl", 
to  Fharjdax,  Miivch  z\,  v.'hen  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  tiie 
Hearing  of  the  Matter  of  the  fiid  Petition  ;  and  the  Pe- 
tinc.n,  :.nd  tl'.e  i;.;l  Determination  of  the  tloufe,  concerning 
tr.e  M:v',ht  of  electing  a  Ijurgcfs  to  f.rve  in  Parliament  for 
the  i<:id  Hcrciigh,  n'laue  I\ln)  21,  1728  ;  and  alfo  the  hand- 
ing O'dj;-  of  tiie  iioule,  made  Jan.  16,  1728,  forreflrain- 
ing  the  Cciinlel  vx  tf.e  Par  of  that  Mcufe,  or  before  the 
C(?u;!nit'.:je  ui  i'iivilcges  and  Kledion?,  from  offering  Evi- 
den..e  t.jci.iijg  t!ie  Legality  of  Votes  for  Members  to  ferve 
in  ;\  ,  "a;;,;'>.t  lor  any  Cuiinty,  Shire,  City,  Borough, 
Cinque  Port,  or  Place,  contrary  to  thic  laft  Letcrmination 
of  ti,e  iloufe  or  Comnu.ns  ;  were  read. 
,  ,  'PJ.e.i  tnc  C'.:unicl  lor  the  Petitioner  were  lieard  ;  and 
■''  =  -'''  ti~.'.'  o.  ,',;i!!:-l  p.jii,  t:!!-.!;n  at  llic  faid  Plleclion,  being  pro- 
duced ;  and  t!;e  Title  thereof,  and  the  total  Number  of 
\  ',  c:,  It;;  eacii  C ..n.iiJatc,  being  read  ;  they  examined  fe- 
veral  \^  itneiles  touching  tiie  Behaviour  of  the  returning 
Ciiietr.;  a:  tUe  'i'iu.e  cf  t;iku::i   ar.d   clujiii'^   the   faid  Poll. 

ar.'i 


C: 
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2tid  the  Declaration  of  the   Niimbor  of  Votc%  .ind  of  Ote  J„,!r,  jq  Q^^g. 
Majority,  and  touching  a  Scrutiny  to  be  had,  and  the  Afan-    n   i'-56.'7 
ner\)f  making  the   Return,    and  the  Declaration  of  one  ef  i   ^r^-^ '  j 
the   returning   Ofhcers,    and    the   Jnilruflions  to  him  given  ^"^ 

by  the  litting  Member  previous  to  the  Elcftion,  and  other 
Occurrences  at  and  after  the  Eleclion  :  After  which  the 
faid  Return,  dated  7l/«v  i6,  1734,  on  which  Day  the  Poll 
Was  doled,  being  read  ;  the  Connie!  for  the  Petitioner 
were  further  heard,  as  to  the  TvTerits  of  the  Return  ;  when 
they  infilled,  that  the  Counfel  for  the  fitting  Member  flioulj 
proceed  to  juftify  the  Return,  before  the  Merits  of  the 
Eleflion  fhould  be-  proceeded  upon  ;  As  to  which  Point 
the  Counfcl  for  the  fitting  Member  were  heard  by  way  of 
Anfwer,  and  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioner  by  way  of  Re- 
ply ;  and  then  the  Counfel  on  both  Sides  being,  according 
to  Diredion,  withdrawn,   the  following  Motion  was  made, 


'VIZ. 


That  the  Counfel  for  toe  pitting  JMcmber  he  dircSIcd  to  pyo-  jlUotion 
ceed,  in  order  to  juftify  the  Return  for   the  Borough    of  FJilit, 
before  the  Merits  of  the  EUtiion  are procecdtd  upon. 

Upon  this  Motion    there  was  a  long  Debate,   and    the  f)i.-c!,'^on. 
Queilion  being  at  lalt  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative,         '' 
by  205  to  166. 

After  which,  the  further  Hearing  of  the  Matter  of  the 
{aid  Petition  was  ordered  to  be  adjourned  to  Tuejday  then 
next  ;  when  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioner  proceed  in  their 
Evidence;  and  having  propofed  to  qualify  leverai  Perfons, 
whofe  Votes  for  tiie  Petitioner  appeared,  upon  the  original 
Pol!  taken  at  the  fiid  Eleflion,  to  have  been  difa' lowed  by 
the  returning  Offiocrs,  they  examined  Benjamin  Hufes,  one 
of  the  Church-Vv'ardens  of  the  Pariili  of  r/.vv/,  at  and  be- 
fore the  Time  of  the  faid  Eiedion,  in  order  to  qualify  one 
of  the  faid  Perfons;  and  a  Paper  bei^'gby  the  faid  N^  itnefs 
produced,  purporting  to  be  tlie  Church  and  Poor  Rate  iox: 
tiie  Borough  of  Flint  in  the  Year  1733,  the  Counftd  fnr 
the  fitting  Member  (having  crofs-L-vamiiied  iiini,  and  exa- 
mined a  Witnefs  in  relation  to  the  did  I'.iper)  o',)jcLled  to 
the  admitting  of  that  Paper  in  lA-itioncc:  As  to  which 
Objeclion,  the  Counfel  for  the  Pcntioner  were  hraid  hy 
way  of  Anfwer,  and  the  Counfel  for  the  fitting  Mcmiier 
by  way  of  Reply  ;  and  then  tiie  Counicl  on  both  Sides  be- 
ing, by  Direction,  witiidrawn,  tiie  ioliwwing  Ivlotion  was 
/nude,  'y/ri. 

Thitt  the  Paper  produced  l/y  Bcnj'imin  Hucrhes  be  admit trd 
i'i  K'uidence,  as  the  P^ate  for  the  Church  and  Poor  cf  the  Do- 
)',-fj  rf  Elinc  yj;-  the  Tear  \nzi. 

CJ  g  2  Upon 


^nno  lO.  Geo. 
n  1736-7, 

^he   Hearing 
adjourned. 


WitnsJJes  exa- 

wined. 


^  M&iias. 


'j^eji^cd. 


I'hc  Hearing 

fiajourned. 

^e/umed. 
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Upon  this  Motion  there  was  likewlfe  a  Debate,  but  upon 
the  Qiieftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  ; 
and  then  the  further  Hearing  of  this  Matter  was  ordered 
to  be  adjourned  till  Thurfday  Morning  then  next. 

On  that  Day  the  Couniel  for  the  Petitioner  examined 
feveral  Witneffes,  and  produced  Evidence,  in  order  to 
qualify  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  Votes  for  the  Petitioner  ap- 
peared, upon  the  original  Poll  taken  at  the  faid  Eieftion,  to 
have  been  difallowed  by  the  returning  Officers  ;  and  on  the 
Tuefday  following,  being  Jpril  5,  they  examined  feveral 
Witneffes,  and  produced  Evidence,  in  order  to  add  to  the 
Poll  of  the  Petitioner  feveral  Perfons,  who  offered  to  vote 
for  him  at  the  faid  Eleftion,  but  were  refufed  by  the  return- 
ing Officers ;  and  having  propofed  to  add  to  the  faid  Poll 
Matthias  Rogers,  by  proving  that  his  Landlord  paid  Scot 
^nd  Lot  for  the  Tenement,  in  which  the  faid  Matthias  Ro- 
gers inhabited,  they  thereupon  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that 
they  intended  to  offer  the  like  Proof,  as  to  the  other  Per- 
fons; upon  which  they  weredirefled  to  withdraw,  and  upon 
their  being  vvitiidravvn,  the  following  Motion  was  made,  wz. 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Jeteral  Boroughs  of  Flint, 
Rhydland,  Caerwys,  Caerguerley,  and  Overton  {including 
Knolton  and  Overton- Foreign)  renting  Lands  or  Tenements ^ 
for  -which  the  Landlords  thereof  only  pay  Scot  and  Lot ,  hanje  a 
Right  to  vote  in  the  EleSIion  of  a  Burgefs  to  [er^e  in  ParliU' 
msnt  for  the  Borough  of  Flint  in  the  County  of  Flint. 

Upon  this  Motion  there  was  alfoa  long  Debate,  and  the 
previous  Quelb'on  being  propofed,  'viz..  Whether  the 
Queftion  fhon'd  be  then  put  ?  It  was  upon  a  Divifion 
carried  in  the  Negative  by  149  to  115;  lo  that  there  was 
no  Quertion  put  upon  the  Motion  :  After  this  the  Counfel 
were  again  called  in,  when  they  proceeded  in  their  Evi- 
dence, by  examining  Witneffes,  and  producing  Evidence,  in 
order  to  add  to  the  Poll  o.-  the  Petitioner  the  faid  Matthias 
Rogers,  and  feveral  other  Perlons,  who  offered  to  vote  for 
the  Petitioner  at  the  faid  Eledion,  and  were  refufed  by  the 
returning  Officers. 

Next  "Morning,  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  further  hearing  of  the  faid  Matter,  when  the 
Counfel  for  the  Petitioner  examined  feveral  Witneffes  and 
produced  Evidence,  in  order  to  difqualify  feveral  Perfons, 
who  voted  for  the  fitting  Member  ;  after  which  the  further 
Hearing  was  ordered  to  be  adjourned  to  luejday  the  jgch, 
on  Account  of  Eafer  Holy  Days. 

According!'/,  on  tne  19111,  the  Houfe  refumed  the 
Hearing  of  the  iaid  Matter,  and  the  Couniel  for  the  fitting 
Member  bting    heard,    they  examined  feveral    Witneffes 

touching 
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louehing  the  Occafion  of  examining  upon  Oath  into  the  Anno  lo.  Ge9. 
Qualification  of  the  Eledlors,  and  of  protefting  the  Poll  j    li,  1736-7. 
and  touching  the  Threats  and  abufive  Language  offered  to   V»/"Y"*Nfc^ 

the  returning  Officers,  and  an  Aflault  upon  one  of  them  ; 

and  the  Declaration  of  the   Number  of  Votes,   and    the 

Demand  of  a  Scrutiny  ;  and  the  Manner  of  declaring  the 

Majority,  and  other  Tranfadions  at  and  after  the  Eledion  : 

And  the  Record  of  Niji  Prius  upon  an  Information  profe- 

cuted  againft  Richard  Williams,  Clerk,  for  the  faid  AlTault 

upon  John  Roberts,  one  of  the  returning  Officers,    being 

produced  ;    the   Verdidl  of  the  Jury,  by  whom  the  faid 

Richard  Williams  was  convidted    of  the  faid  AiTault,  was  Adjournei, 

read  :  After  which  the  further  Hearing  was  ordered  to  be 

adjourned  till  next  Morning. 

Next  Day,  and  the  Day  following,  the  Counfel  for  the  More    Wit- 
fitting  Member  examined  feveral  Witneffes,  and  produced  neffes   exa- 
Evidence,  in   order  to  difqualify    feveral  Perfons,   whofe  mined. 
Votes  for  the  Petitioner  appeared,   upon  the  original   Poll 
taken  at  the  faid  Eledion,  to  have  been  difallowed  by  the 
returning  Officer,  and  whom  the  Petitioner's  Counfel  had 
endeavoured  to  qualify ;  and  in  order  to  difqualify   feveral 
Perfons,  who  offered  to  vote  for  the  Petitioner  at  the  faid 
Election,  and  were  refufed  by  the  returning  Officers,   and 
whom  the  Counfel  for  the  Petitioner  had  endeavoured  to 
add  to  his  Poll ;  and  likewife  they  examined  feveral   Wit- 
neffes,   in  order  to  juftify   the   Votes  of  feveral   Perfons 
who  voted  for  the  fitting  Member,  and  whom  the  Counfel 
for  the  Petitioner  had  endeavoured  to  difqualify. 

On  "Tuefday  the  26tb,  when  this  Affair  was  again  re-  q-j.,^  Hearin'r 
fumed,  the  Counfel  for  the  fitting  Member  proceeded  fur-  re  fumed. 
ther  to  juftify,  as  laft  mentioned  ;  and  then  they  examined 
Witneffes,  and  produced  Evidence,  in  order  to  qualify  fe- 
veral Perfons  who  offered  to  vote  for  the  fitting  Member  at 
the  faid  Election,  and  were  refufed  by  the  returning  Officers ; 
after  which  they  examined  feveral  Witneffes,  and  produced 
Evidence,  in  order  to  difqualify  feveral  Perfons,  who  voted 
for  the  Petitioner  at  the  faid  Eleftion. 

On  Tlur/day  the  28th,  the  Counfel  for  the  fitting  Mem-  Counfel  for 
ber  fummed  up  their  Evidence  :  Then  the  Counfel  for  the  the  fttitig 
Petitioner  were   heard   by   way  of  Reply  ;  and  examined  Me7nher  juin 
jeveral    Witneffes,    and   produced    Evidence,  in    order  to  «/   ^''■^    •^'^'^ 
juftify  the  Votes  of  feveral  Perfons,  who  voted  for  the  Peti-  dcn:e. 
tioner  at  the  faid  EleiElion,  and  whom  the  Counfel  for  tlie 
fitting  Member  had  endeavoured  to  difqualify  ;  and  alfo  to 
dilquaiify  feveral  Perfons,  who  offered  to  vote  for  the  fitting 
Member  at  the  faid  Eledion,  and  who  were  refufed  by  the 
ifeturning  Officers,  and  whona  the  Counfel  for  the  fitting 

Member 
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Anno  ro  Geo.  Member  had  endeavoured  to  add  to  his  Poll;  and  rJfo  tor 
JI.  i"i6-7.  ciircredit  and  contradict  ieveral  WitnefiVs,  examined  on  the 
\j^r>\i  P'''-''^:  of  the  fitting  A'Icmber  :  After  which.  Part  of  the  In- 
formation proicciited  againft  Hichard  Williams,  Clerk,  for 
the  Afiault  upon  'John  lioberts,  one  of  the  returning  Officer;, 
was  read  ;  and  the  Counfcl  for  the  Petitioner  having  finilh'd 
their  Reply,  the  Counlel  on  both  Sides  were  ordered  to 
withdraw. 

Tlius  the  Hearina  of  the  Matter  of  the  faid  Petition  be- 
ing  finiihed,  and  the  Counfel  withdrawn,  the  following 
Motion  was  then  ni:;dc,  'tv'z. 

Ihat  Sir  George  W,  nnc,  Bart,  is  duly  eh' Bed  a  Burgrfs 
to  feri'e  in  ihisfrefcnt  Farlia-ncnt,  Jcr  the  Borough  of  Flint 
;,-;  the  County  of  Flint. 

v\  hereupon,    Sir    George   W\7ine,   the    fitting    Member, 

having  been  firft  heard  in  his  Place,    and    afterwards   v.ith- 

drawn,  as  ufual  in  fuch  Cafes,  there  enfued  a  long  Deb  te  ; 

and  the  Quellion    being  at    lail   put,   it   was  carried  in  the 

I"'':.-;  a  D'.vl-  Afiirniative  upon  a  Divifion,  by  158  to  107. 

/;;;/.  Flaving    thu;,  as  we  propoled,  given   o;jr  Readers  a  full 

Account  of  the  i'roceedings    upon  controverted    Eledfions,  , 

this  Seflion,  we    fliail    now  proceed  to  give  an   Account   of 

more  important  Debates. 

Speech   cf  the       February  %<i.  The   Houfe    proceeded  to  take    into  Con- 

L:rds    C.o;ii-     i'^Jeration  the  Speech  of  the  Lords  Commifiioner*,  appointed 

,,,:,r;^,,^,^.f    /^,_  hy    his    M 'jeriy    ior    Iiolding    that   Parliament,      to    both 

AY/,'  into  Cc;:-    Houfes  of  Parliament,   and  ti;e   fame  being   again  re.^d  by 

rdera'icn  ''^'^''^  •  Speaker,  a  Motion    was  made.  That  a  Supply  fhould 

be  granted  to  his  Aiajetly  ;  vvhereiipon  'twas  refolvcJ,  ;  hat 

Motion  for   a  the  rioufe  flv^uld  next  Morning   reiolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 

Su/f/y.  mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  conhder  of  the  faid  Motion. 

^, _;.,  On  the  4th,  the  Order  of  the   Day  being  read,    for  the 

Houfe  to  rcibive  itie'f  into  the  fiid  Cammittee,  the  iaid 
Spcecii  of  the  Lords  Commifiioners  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  lame  ;  and  tne  llouie  having  then  relolved 
itfeir   -'tno  the  fiid  C.M"iiin-t:ee,  the>  reio'ved, 

J  ;!'::  it  WIS  the  Ooinion  of  that  Committee,  that  a  Sup- 
ply fnould  be  granted  to  his  A'lajctly  ;  which  was  on  the 
jvIoKd.:"  foiiowing  reported  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  Ae- 
v.ine  contradicer.ic. 

^}n  the  nth,  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved 
it'clf  agiin  into  the  faid  Committee,  and  came  to  the  toiiow- 
i:ig  Rcloiuttons,  which  were  reported,  and  all  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe,  c':c:. 

i'hr.t  //';  r/>:';' '?;;.-:'  lltn  fliould  be  employ':!  for  the  5'/-^ 
Str-u'ce  for  t-ic  '/ear  17^,7,  Deginning  Irom  _'/ .'?//.  i,  1736; 
!';;■;:  a  i:,;n,  no;  cxz-cdn:^  ^  /,   t-r^'  'Man  fr  Month,  Ihoidd 


fcr  tee  luiiu 


C  239  ) 

be  allowed   for  maintaining  the  faid  10,000  Men   for  13  /him  \o.  Geo. 
Months,  including  the  Ordnance  for  Sea  Ser-jice  :   And  that    II. -j '736-7. 
a   Sum,    not    exceeding    219,201/.  6  j.   ^  d.     fiiould    be   \^y\~''\^ 
granted  to  his  Majelty  lor  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy  (in- 
eluding  half  Pay  to  the  Sea  Officers)  for  the  Year  1737. 

On  the  I  8th,  ^/7//i?w  2^.v»3^,  in  a  fliort  Speech  fb.ewed 
the  Neceflity  there  was  for  keeping  up,  the  fame  Number 
of  regular  Forces  that  were  kept  up  the  proceeding  Year, 
and  move.',  ^J  hat  it  be  rciolved  by  the  faid  Committee, 
t'nat  the  Number  of  ei^edive  Men  to  be  provided,  for 
Guards  and  Gsrrifons  in  Great  Britain,  and  for  Gucrnfe) 
and  Jet'fij,  for  the  Year  1737,  fliouki  be  (including  181 5 
Invalids,  and  555  Men,  vvhicli  the  fix  independent  Com- 
panies confill  of  for  the  Service  of  the  Highlands)  17,704. 
Men,  Ccmmiflion  and  Non-Commiflion  Oflicers  included  : 
That  a  Sum,  rot  exceeding  647,549  /.  11/.  ^d  h  fliould 
be  granted  to  his  Majelly,  for  defr..ying  the  Charge  of  the 
faid  17,704  Men:  1  hat  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  215,710/. 
6  /.  ^  d  ^  fhculd  be  granted  to  his  Majelly,  for  maintaining 
his  Majelty's  Forces  and  Garrilons  in  the  Plantations,  M:- 
norea  cLTid  Gibraltar,  zt\A  for  Provilions  for  the  Garrifons  at 
Annapolis  Royal,  Cunfo,  Plaantia,  and  Gibraltar,  for  the 
Year  1737. 

This  Motion  being  objeclcd  to  by  Sir  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Speech     n- 
Fultney  and  others  brought  on  a  Debate,  which  wAs  manag'd  (raiuil  thi 
by    S\r  William  Toung,  the  Flonourabic  Henry  Pclham,  Sir   lylotion, 
Robert  Walpole,  and  ochers  for  ti'iC  Motion,  v>  hole  Arguments, 
to  avoid  Repetition    of  what  we  have  already  fetn  on  that 
head,  we  fhall  give  the  Reader  in  one  connected  Speech. 

S  I  K., 

"Whatever  impraclicable  Notions  fome  Gentlemen 
may  entertain,  I  believe  there  is  no  Maxim  more  true, 
than  that  Force  is  necefiiiry  for  the  Supporc  of  Govern- 
ment. And  this  Force,  in  it-,  own  N:jt.M\:,  can  be  no  other 
than  a  Military  Force.,  for  in  e\ery  Society  it  is  afa- 
folutcly  ncceffary  to  have  a  certain  rxurnber  of  Alen  pro- 
perly armed  and  difciplincd,  for  proitclirig  the  Society 
againft  foreign  Invafonf,  as  uell  as  lor  preventing  the 
V/eak  from  being  opprelTed  Isy  the  Mig!ity,and  lor  putting 
the  Laws  of  the  Society  in  Execution  ..gainlL  OfrJiid-rs  of 
every  Pvank  aud  J^egree.  'Fno'  '.h.ii  hDrC':,  Sir,  as  ktp: 
up  by  our  Anceitors,  is  nov.'  denyM  \:>y  \-,,  i:  to  h.tvo  been 
a  Military  Force,  yet  a  very  i  ttie  Conrid-  .--.iion  uill  teach 
\\i  th:;t  it  was  properly  10  it  ccnfi....;  .'.ii,,;j'ly  of  the  All- 
litia  ct  evciy  Country,  who  for  rhr^r  Iti  lor  v.-':r..'  ali  pro- 
pci'y  armed  and  diicipilncii,  aiid  o'c\v^-'l  .;>  ,:i.v;iT  th:; 
Csl;  of  £ho!<;  v.'ho  iiad  th.-.-  WyiunianJ   ;jvcr   ;i;u;a  j  l:ut  ■;.-; 
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Anno  TO.  Geo.  latter  Age?,  and  fince  Mankind  have  begun  to  apply  tTiem- 
I]. 1736  7.  felve?  to  Arts  and  Indullry,  they  have  negleded  to  breed 
themfelvcs  up  to  Arms  and  Military  Difcipline,  and  there- 
fore ,  it  has  been  found  neceilary  in  moft,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  our  neighbouring  Countries,  to  provide  and  main- 
tain a  certain  Number  of  Men,  whofe  chief  Bufmefs  it  is 
to  breed  themfelves  up  to  the  Art  of  War,  and  who  for 
that  Reafon  are  called  regular  Troops.  To  them  the 
Defence  of  the  Society  both  againfl  I.nvalions  from  without, 
and  Infurreftions  from  within,  is  chiefly  intrulled,  and  by 
that  means  the  reft  of  the  People  of  the  Society  are  ena- 
bled to  purfue  Trade,  Manufactures,  Agriculture,  and 
other  induftrious  Employments,  with  greater  Applicatioa 
and  AfTiduity  than  they  could  pofTibly  do,  if  they  were 
every  now  and  then  obliged  to  withdraw  from  their  La- 
bour, in  order  to  learn  their  Exercifes  as  Soldiers,  or  to 
inlarch  againll  a  foreign  or  domeftic  Enemy. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  chief  Reafon  that  Arts  and  Sciences 
have  of  late  flourifhed  fo  much  in  Europe,  and  it  is  by  this 
Method  only  that  Trade  and  Induftry  can  be  fupported  and 
encouraged  in  this  Kingdom  ;  therefore  I  fhall  not  fuppofe 
that  any  Gentleman  will  be  againft  our  keeping  up  any 
Number  of  regular  Troops.  The  only  Quellion  that  can 
come  this  Day  properly  before  us,  is,  What  Number  of  re- 
gtdar  Troops  may  be  fii^cient  for  proteSl'ing  this  Ifland  againfi 
any  foreign  In-vafon,  and  for  fupporting  our  Go-uernment  in 
the  Execution  of  the  La'VJs  of  their  Country  ?  With  refpedl 
to  this  Queftion,  Sir,  we  ought  to  confider,  that  in  a  free 
Country  as  this  is,  and,  I  hope,  will  for  ever  remain,  tho* 
every  Man  enjoys  many  Advantages  by  the  Conftitution, 
yet  that  private  Good  is,  and  always  muft  be,  attended  with 
this  public  Inconvenience.  It  muft  farther  be  owned,  that 
it  begets  and  fupports  Parties,  Fadlions,  and  Divifions 
among  the  People  in  general ;  and  when  the  Government 
is  not  provided  with  a  fufHcient  Military  Force  for  a  ne- 
cefTary  and  jull  Support,  thofe  Parties  and  Faftions  are  apt 
to  come  to  Extremes :  The  Difcontented,  let  the  Motives 
of  their  Diffatisfaftion  be  never  fo  unreafonab'e,  are  apt  to 
raife  Infurredions,  .ind  to  break  out  into  open  Rebellion, 
when  by  the  Imbecility  of  the  Government  they  conceive 
Hopes  of  obtaining,  by  Force,  thofe  Ends  which  they  nei- 
ther were  intitled  to,  nor  could  obtain,  by  the  Laws  of 
their  Country  ;  the  neceflary  Confequence  of  which  is, 
that  the  People  are  always  expofed  to  the  Misfortunes  of  a 
Civil  War  ;  and  in  fuch  a  Cale  we  have  in  our  own  Hiftory 
melancholy  Proof?,  that  the  prevaiiling  Party  but  feldom 
fiiews  any  great  Reg3.rd  to  that  very  Conftitution,  the  Sup- 
pore 
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port  of  which   \vr.s  at   firii,  perhaps  by  both   SiJeS;  made  Jnno  lo  Geo', 
thz  ioie  irctcnce  /or  eng^iging  in  War.-  li.  i  --  -  6  7. 

To  tir.s  general  Confideration,  Sir,  we  ought  to  add  ano-  i/*"V'~'VJ 
t];er  v,;;ich  is  peculiar  to  this  Kingdom  :  It  is  not  only  pe- 
culinr  to  this  Kingdom,  but  is  in  itleif  of  a  moit  peculiar 
and  :i  moil  extraordinaiy  K^ature.  In  this  free,  tins  hapir/ 
Omncry,  we  have  a' Party  .nmongll;  us,  and  a  confiJtrabla 
i.^irty  tec,  who  are  cvsry  Day  labouring  to  dcllroy  that 
Freedom  to  which  only  they  owe  their  very  Exit^ence  as  a 
Parry,  who  are  twtry  Day  contriving  Plots  for  putting  an 
End  to  that  Happinefs  in  v/liich  tiiey  themfelvos  fiivire. 
When  I  lay  this,  I  believe,  I  need  not  tell  Gentlemen,  I 
mean  the  Jacobites  and  Pap iJIs  in  the  Kingdom,  I  bcheve 
or  at  Icail  I  vvilh  that  this  Party  has  not  of  late  gained 
Ground  among  the  better  Sort,  but  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  it  is 
owing  only  to  the  dread  of  a  Military  Force,  that  the  in- 
ferior Rank  of  People  are  kept  k)  quiet  as  tiiey  have  of 
late  Years  been.  But,  Sir,  I  am  far  from  thinking  the 
Principles  oF  J aicbitifm  to  be  quite  extinfh  even  among 
the  better  Sort.  \i  we  fhouid  leave  the  Governm.ent  un- 
provided of  a  fufiicient  Kiilitary  Force,  it  woiild  imme- 
diately revive  their  Hopes;  and  if  they  fhouid  again  brea'c 
out  in  open  Rebellion,  tuey  would  certainly  be  joined  by 
fill  the  Abandoned,  the  Profligate,  and  the  Defperate,  who 
Vv'ill  generally  chufe  that  Side,  as  being  that  from  v^hich 
they  may  cxpefl.  th.e  greatcfl:  Rev/ard  in  caie  of  Success ; 
in  which  Cale  we  fliould  pgun  b?  obliged  to  fight  ibr  our 
Liberties,  and  the  molt  fortunate  Event  would  be  attended 
with  great  public  Lofs,  and  v;ith  many  private  Calamities. 

But  fetting  afide  the  general  Interelirs  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  don't  fee,  Sir,  as  our  common  People  are  now  dii- 
ufed  to  Military  Difcipline,  that  even  private  Property  can 
riow  be  fecure  againll  Rogues  and  PiUerers,  if  as  in  other 
Countries  they  fliould  form  themudves  into  Gangs.  At 
Icafl,  Sir,  there  might  be  a  great  dt-ul  oiMii.:hief  done,  be- 
fore they  could  be  lupprelVd  and  hro'J;f'.t:  to  Juftice.  Then 
with  reg'ird  to  Mobs  and  Fumult.-;,  we  lind  by  ExperiencCj 
thjt  regular  Troops  are  of  gre;it  Ufe,  not  only  for  pre- 
venting any  fuch  from  happening,  but  ior  qu;;!ling  at. J 
clifperhng  them  after  they  have  }i;ippenc;d,  nnd  that  u'jthouc 
any  great  Mifchicfs  being  ddns.  of  cithurSide:  VV'hereuS 
if  we  had  no  regular  Troops  to  ije  employed  in  Ircli  Str- 
vices,  tlio'  the  Civil  Power  m;vj;t  pcrhisp-,  ;u  lall  be  abio 
ro  put  an  End  to  ihe  'f  umu't,  muI  to  \<:v/c  and  puniili  the 
Rioters;  yet  'tis  certain,  the  MoL  or  'FiiiULia  wau'd  .'ii'.'.ays 
be  gathered  to  a  great  Height  be.'ore  the  Civil  F^vvr '^mla 
iifeduallv  interpoie. 

Vol.    IV,  H  h  V/Uh 
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'Am::)  10.  Ceo.  With  rcfpeft,  therefore,  to  the  protcfling  our  People 
II.  i-:56-7.  againlt  Invafions,  I  {hall  now.  Sir,  taiie  the  Liberty  to 
f  y^y\S  conli'Jer  what  Effedl  our  keeping,  or  our  not  keeping, 
up  a  fuflicient  Number  of  Land-Forces,  might,  and  pvo- 
bi'.bly  would  have  upon  our  foreign  Interelb,  and  what 
Itill  more  nearly  concerns  us.  All  our  Neighbours,  Sir, 
are  highly  fenfible  of  the  great  Inequality  between  Mi- 
litia and  regular  Troops.  Experience  has  often  Hiewn 
what  a  vail  Number  of  the  former  may  be  attacked 
and  put  to  Flight  by  the  latter,  they  therefore  now  put 
their  only  Confidenee  in  their  regular  Troops  ;  and  every 
Kation  in  Europe  is  novv  refpedted  and  efteemed  by  the  relt, 
in  proportion  to  the  Number  of  regulaf  Troops  they  have 
in  their  Pay.  Therefore,  to  preferve  that  Refpecl  and 
Eilecm  which  we  ought  always  to  have  among  our  Neigh- 
bours, we  ought  to  keep  up  a  confiderable  Body  of  regular 
weli-difciplined  Troops;  becaufe  if  any  of  our  Neighbours 
iliould  begin  to  defpile  us,  they  would  of  courle  begin  to 
infidt,  and  perhaps  to  invade  us.  This,  Sir,  would  keep 
our  Sea  Coaits  in  a  continual  Alarm ^  and  might  expofe 
many  of  our  maritime  Counties  and  Cities  to  be  plunder'd 
and  ravaged  by  a  Handful  of  foreign  Troops,  landed  in 
»  any  Corner  of  the  Ifland.     I  do  not  fuppofe.   Sir,    that  a 

Handful  of  any  Sort  of  Troops  would  be  able  to  conquer 
the  Ifland;  but  if  we  had  nothing  but  Militia  to  fend 
agiinii;  them,  they  might  do  u;  infinite  Mifchief,  before  we 
could  gather  and  form  fuch  a  Body  of  Militia  as  would  be 
able  to  oppoie  them. 

Frcm  uhefe  Ccrfidcrations,  Sir,  T  nvau  be  of  Orjnion, 
that  it  is  no  way  confjilcnt  with  true  Wifdora  and  Policy, or 
with  the  Peace  and  Security  of  the  People,  todimjnifh  the 
Number  of  regular  Forces  we  have  at  preicnt  on  h'cot. 
It  is  the  leafi  Nunber  h"s  been  kept  on  Fcot  for  m.any 
Years,  and  Experience  lias  fnevvn  us  that  from  fuch  a  Num- 
ber there  are  no  Inconveniences  to  be  apprehended;  baton 
the  contiary  vvc  have  felt  many  good  EjFects  from  keeping 
up  that  Number,-  and  even  from  augmenting  it  now  and 
then  as  Occahon  required,  provided  as  has  always  been 
^h^  Practice  hnce  tlie  Accefucn  of  his  Majelty's  Royal 
Houfe,  tr.cy  are  iikev.ifc  upon  Occahon  reduced.  It  would 
be  too  tedious  to  recapitulate  all  the  Advantages  we  have 
ircm  thence  acquired  ;  but  in  general  it  iiiuil:  be  granted, 
ive  liave  for  near  theie  20  Years  enjoyed  a  moif  profound 
i  ranr.e.ili'y  both  at  Heme  and  Abroad,  wliicn  is  chiefly  to 
be  at;ne/.:ted  to  cur  keeping  up  iuch  an  Army  as  made  our 
.Enemici  l). th  at  Home  and  Abroad  ihind  in  Awe,  and  to 
i/ie  od^v-  rri...'c:u  ;,iea;:.;;e3  which  his  Majcliy  and  his  glo- 
rious 
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rious  Fatlicr  have  during   that  Time   purfued.     Even  hut  ^-^nno  \o.  Ges. 

Jately,    when  the   greateli  Part  oi  Europe  wtvi  nwolxcd  m    JI.  17267. 

War,  we  were  left  at  Liberty  to  purfue  our  Trade  through   t/^v'^w  J 

all  Parts  of  the  World  in  Peace  and  perfe£l  Security  ;  and 

by  the  final!  Addition  we  made  to  our  Army,  and  the  Aug. 

ment.ition  of  our  Fleet,   we  not  only  prcferved   our   own, 

bur  w'c  contribute    greatly   to   the  reftoring   of  the  public 

Tranquillity  ;  nay  more,  we  acquired  Acccffions   of  Trade 

that  are  of  infinite  Advantage  to  this  Nation.     In  fhort,  Sir, 

we  fee  Bounds  to  the  ambitious  Views  of  the   Vi^lorious, 

and  convinced  them,   that    if  they  endeavoured  to  purfue 

their   Conquefts  any  further  than  was  confident  with  pre- 

ferving  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  we  Vv'ei-e  not  only 

vefolved,  but  would  be  ready  to  interpoie  with  fuch  a  Force 

as  would  be  fufHcient  to  ilop   their  Progrefs.     This,   Sir, 

was  what  made    them  fo   ready   to  hearken   to  equitable 

Terms,   to  Terms  which  did   not  eflentially  vary  from  the 

wife  Plan  his  Mr.jelty,  in  conjundion   with  his  Allies   the 

Slates  General,  had  been  pleafed  to  propofe  for  reftoring  the 

Tranquillity  of  Europe. 

Since  therefore  we  have  experienced  fo  many  Advantages 
from  keeping  up  the  prefent  Number  of  regular  Forces, 
fince  we  have  felt  the  Expence  to  be  but  inconfiderable, 
and  the  Inconveniency  none;  fmce  no  Danger  can  be  ap- 
prehended daring  his  "prefent  Majeity's  Reign,  1  cannot 
think  any  Gentleman  of  this  Houfe  would  be  for  dimi- 
nifiiing  the  Number,  even  tho'  there  were  no  particular  Rea- 
fon  at  prefent  fubfiiling  for  keeping  up  the  lame  Number 
we  had  lafl  Year. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  in  my  Opinion  three  very  Urong  Rei- 
fons  peculiar  to  the  prefent  Times  for  continuing  the  faaie 
Number  at  Icail  for  this  next  cnfuing  Year,  two  of  which  are 
of  a  foreign,  and  the  third  ofa  domefLic  Nature.  There  is^ 
'•'tis  true,  no  War  at  prefent  fubfiiling  between  any  of  the 
Chrillian  Princes  or  States  of  Europe  ;  with  refpecl  to  any 
fuch  Vv'ar  the  pubiic  Tranqaiility  may  properly  be  faid  to 
be  reftorcd  ;  but  it  canrtot  be  hud  that  tiie  Tranquillity  of 
Europe  is  akogcth'er  rellcrcJ,  nay,  that  it  may  not  upon  a 
very  trifling  and  impofhble  to  be  Icr^.'een  Event  bediilurbed. 
The  MufcQ-citei  are  already  engaged  in  a  War  againil  the 
Turk:,  and  'tis  more  than  probable  the  E?npc:Grs  Xxv\%  will 
icon  be  turned  the  fame  Way.  A^s  yet  the  oilicr  Pov.'ers  of 
Europe  feem  to  have  nothing  hut  peaceable  Inclinations  to 
all  public  Appear.ince  ;  but.  we  uo  not  knov/  how  Icng 
t.iit  fcrcne  Appearance  miy  hold:  Tiicrearc  fome  of  thcni 
who  have  feldom  long  remained  at  Qi^ief,  v^'lien  they  fow^l 
tiie    Emperor  involved  in  a  \7ar    v.-iin  the   Turks;  an!    it 

ilh  z  thvy 
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'JlfT"7  ■'.o   Gro.  t"hey  Jo  not  t'll.e  the   Opportunity   for  attacking   the    Em- 

11  I  "^6  7      frro'-,  it  is  to  be  apprehended   they   mny  think  it  a  proper 

I  y*V'**V  i    Opportuiuy  for  making  Incroachments  upon  fome  other  of 

^^  tJieir   Ne'ghbouis:    Tho'  perhaps   no  fuch   Thing  may  be 

intended  dir<;ftly  agiintl  this  Nation,    yet  we  ought  not  to 

put    ourfehe-.  out  of  a  Capacity  to  fulfil    the   Engagements 

which  our  own  Interells  and  our  Treaties  point  out,  if  any 

fuch  Er.crcachmcnt  fhould  be  attcmp^td,  whether  upon  our- 

fe'.ves  or  orr  Neighbours. 

Belider,  Sir,  as  the  Syfiem  of  Aff.-irs  in  Europe  feerr.s  [O 
be  \ev  injch  altered  by  the  late  Treaty  between  the  E^.i- 
fcior  .<nd  France,  and  as  the  Terms  of  that  Treaty  are  as  yet 
in  iome  meaiurc  a  Secret  to  the  Public,  who  will  take  it 
upon  him  to  fay,  but  that  there  may  be  f'Mne  iecret  Coti- 
ven'icns  between  thofe  two  Powers,  w^hich  may  be  found 
prejud.cia!  to  the  Neighbours  of  both  ?  In  luch  a  caie, 
that  Treaty,  inllead  of  being  a  Foundation  for  eitabhlhir.g 
the  ^^enerai  Tranquil'iity,  would  prove  a  Firebrand  for 
reis'incb.n;-,  perhaps  the  mcft  g'-^tiera!  and  the  moll:  furious 
Warthatcver  was  in  Europe:  A  W^r,  in  which  this  Nation 
could  not  avoid  being  one  of  tlie  princifal  Parties  con- 
cerned ;  and  therefore,  I  muft  think  we  cnnnot  with  Safety 
difliand  any  of  the  Forces  we  have  at  prefenc  on  Foot,  tiil 
this  new  Syileni  of  AfF.urs  is  thoroughly  underllocd,  and  its 
Conipquences  feen  t'l rough,  which  they  cannot  be  till  all  the 
fecict  Articles  of  that  Treaty  are  fully  diicovered. 

Tlie  third  Peafon  for  keeping  up  the  fame  Number  of 
Forces,  at  ienll  for  this  enluing  \  ear,  is,  as  I  h/.vc  )a:d.  ot  a 
dom.eilic  Na'ure,  and  founded  uiion  that  Spirit  o!  I)i 'Con- 
tent ;,n;!  Diflatitfaftion,  which  has  been  fo  indulhioany  fprt.,d 
over  the  wjioie  Natipn,  and  hai  of  la:e  produced  Mobs, 
Rict-S  and  Tumults,  alm.oft  in  every  Corner  of  the  King- 
'  doni.      I  am  perfunded  every  Gent'cman  that  hears  me  will 

join  yij.i  me  in  faying,  his  Maj^'ity's  Government,  ever 
fince  he  c.;m'.-  to  the  Crown,  has  been  fo  mild  and  juil,  that 
r.oi\ian  (an  veaHy  have  tbe  leaf:  I-'i'.'bn  to  complain.  It 
c-^nnot  with  Jullice  be  fiid  Iiis  AFj  iiy  has  ever  attempted 
tiie  l:ail  [nr.ro.-.-hment  upon  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of 
the:  Sihjcdin  genera!,  far^efs  can  any  Diivate  Man  cojiiplam 
th;:t  iie  ha'  uicc  witii  frj  illice  or  Opprclhon  ;  yet  there  is 
f.cii  a  Spirit  of  D^'f-tisl-ii^'o'i  and  Seuiuion  gone  rbrtii,  that 
the  1(A,-  :;r,o!i  Rank  oi  cur  Fcopie  are  every   where  ready 

Magiitrare  ;  ard  even  the 
Tiio^e  Acts,  Sir.  that  have 
is  Floufe  l;eenai'o\ved  to  be 
n  moft  heino'iiiiy  iniukcd, 
;  pretend  to  fnew  how  this 
icuiuous 
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feditious  Spirit h-is been  r.^ifed,  or  to  what  it  is  chiefly  owing;  ^avw  10.  Geo. 

but  while  it  continues,  I  mull:  fay,   it  would  be  very  unwiic     ll.LjiG--^. 

in  us  to  difinifs  sny  Part  of  our  regular  Army;  for  if  we  can     ^^'"Y**\^ 

but  i-:eep  the  People  quiet  till  they  have  Time  to  tiiinkand 

confidcr,  the  Ferment  will  fubf;de  when  they  find  their  Dif- 

fatisfaction  groundlef?.      This  may  probably  be  the  EfF-ct 

of  l:ccping  up  our  Army   for  the  enfuing  Year ;    becnuUi 

in  tint  Time  the    Minds   of   the  People  may  be  quieteJ, 

ar,J    while   we  have  {uch  an  Army,    thofe    who  are    dif- 

aftlikd  will  not  dare  to  take    any  Advantage  of  the  Dif- 

contents  they  have  railed,  nor  will  they  dare  to  pufli  thofe 

they  have  feduced  upon  any  violent  Meafures :   VVherei?,  if 

we  Ihouldat  this  Juncture  dilband  any  great  Part  of  our  Ar:iiy, 

tk.e  d.fbanded  Soldiers  would  probably  join  wirh  the  Difcon- 

tentcd,    which    might  produce  Confequerces    I   tremble  to 

think  of  ;  but,  this  Houfc  will,  1  hope,  prevent  ray    Feiirs, 

by  p.g-eeing  to  the  Motion  for  this  P^.e^olut;ol^ 

The  Speakers  sgainft  the  Motion  were  IVilUajn  Pultney,  S.'rahvs    a^ 
Efq;   Sii-  John    Barnard,    Mr.    Shipper,    Mr.    Sand;-,    with  ^'^.;,;/l    the 
other; ;  and  their  Arguments  wer^  to  the  fol 'owing  EiTcdl.      %"r,';ion,  Mr.. 
^■5  I  *^»  _  F  alt  my,  Rir 

A<  I  am  not,  nor  do  intend  to  fpeak  againfl  our  keeping  j-  ^''truan!, 
up  any  Standing- Army  at  all,  I  have  no  prelent  Occafion  to  /,,/;•,  Shikpnt, 
take  Notice  of  the  Arguments  that  have  been  made  ufe  of  Mr.  Sandys. 
for  fi. ev/ing  the  indifpenlable  Neceffity  of  fucli  a  ?\iea  fa  re  : 
ilowfcvc-r,  leil  it  fhould  bethought,  that  I  am  likewife  of 
Opinion, -that  a  Government  cannot  now  be  fupported,  nor 
the  I,a\vs  put  in  Execution,  without  a  Body  of  what  we  call 
regu  ar  Troops,  and  which  v^cre  unknown  in  the  Times 
when  the  Spirit  of  our  Conftitution  was  bed  undcrltooJ, 
permit  me  to  give  fome  Reafons  for  mv  heingof  a  contrary 
Seniiment.  1  know.  Sir,  that  all  car  Neighbours  hr.vp  now 
fallen  into  a,  Method  of  keeping  up  a  large  Body  of  reg'alar 
Troops  ;  but  it  is  not  for  the  fole  Reai'on,  tint  i'.ioh  Troops 
mult  always  have  a  great  Superiority  over  Mrlitia,  or  tii.-t  a 
Government  cannot  be  fupported  v-zithout  the  AiTnhnce  of 
fuch  Troops  ;  it  is  becaufe  among  moil  of  them,  [  mav  fay 
among  all  of  them,  fome  fort  of  abibhrte  and  arbitrary 
Government  has  been  Luely  introduced  ;  and  for  fupporting 
fuch-'  Government,  it  is  abfolutely  neccfihrv  to  keen  \.\\-^  a 
Stan'Jing-Army.  But  tliere  was  a  time,  Sir,  when  the  Praclicc 
of  keeping  up  :i  Body  of  regular  I'rcsps  fir  the  Purpcfjs 
of  a  (j'/Vcriimcnt  and  Alinillry,  was  as  little  kno.vn  in  tiic^c 
Countries  as  till  within  thefh  fixty  Ye;ir.  riic/  v/-jre  in  o'lrs. 
Tn  iucii  a  Country  a  Body  of  reguhrr  Troop;  mu;!:  always 
be  much"  preferable  to  a  Body  of  t'.'-ir  ,\];;;:i!,  ri ->i;  of 
v.hoiv.  we  m.ay  fuppofe  never  tTjciied  a  S'..:>';.1  "v -i '. :  in, 
tc:o;C    j:    W->i    put    into    ihci.-   Il.ui'.i:    ;i,'>n    U;.il    C3c.-:.';n; 
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ylinio  lo  C;o.  but  in  a  Country  where  no  regular  Anny  is  kept  up,  and 
jl.  ]  736-7.  proper  Care  taken  to  txerciie  and  diiiripiine  the  Miiiti:i,and 
»y^^»<ivji  to  infafe  a  mnrtial  Spirit  into  all  their  Subjects  in  general,  1 
can  fee  no  Reaiba  why  a  Body  of  Men,  who  have  for  fcven 
Years  been  bred  to  hard  Labour,  to  the  U'.e  of  Armr,  und 
to  miiit-iry  Difcipline,  without  any  Pay,  fhould  not  be  as 
good  as  a  Body  of  Men  bred  up  for  the  fame  Time  to  Mili- 
tary Dilcipline,  with  Pay,  and  by  Rciifon  of  that  Pay,  bred 
up  in  Lazinefs  and  Idicnefs :  On  ii<e  contrary,  I  fhould 
think  the  former  would  be  better  au'e  to  endure  the  Fa- 
tigues of  vVar;  and  I  am  certain  no  RIan's  Courage  was  ever 
improved  by  a  State  of  Lazinefs  and  Idlenefs,  which  for 
fonic  Years  pall  has  been  the  Cafe  of  cur  Army. 

A  Soldier,  Sir,  may  learn  all  his  Exercifes  to  Perfeclion  in" 
3  or  in  6  Month-;  and  after  he  is  once  Mafier  of  his  Exer- 
ciics,  he  is  as  good  a  Soldier  as  he  ever  can  l)e  without  fee- 
ing Afl-ion.  He  may  then  make  as  good  a  Figure  at  a  Re- 
x'iew  as  tlie  oldel!:  Veteran  ;  but  for  making  a  good  Figure 
in  a  Day  of  Eattle,  it  depends  upon  the  Courage  and  the 
Experience  of  the  Soldier,  nekher  of  Vvhich,  but  efpecially 
the  latter,  can  be  acquired  any  other  Way  than  by  having 
been  fi-equently  in  Aftion.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  fee  no  Reafoii 
why  a  iviilitia  may  net  be  as  ferviceable  as  our  prcfcnt 
Army,  fmce  they  might  have  all  the  Advantage  v.'hich  regu- 
lar Troops  can  enjoy  except  Experience  in  Aclion,  v.'hich 
cur  Army  knov/s  aimofl  as  Httle  of  as  cur  Alilitia.  Nov/ 
witii  refpeci  to  th-^  .Miiirary  Exercifes,  and  to  the  making  of 
a  Figure  at  a  Review,  1  believe  a  Man,  who  is  five  Days  of 
the  v¥eek  at  Plow,  or  any  other  induitrioas  EruMloymcnt, 
and  tv.'o  Days  at  his  Ivliiitary  Exercifc.-,  may  in  half  a  Year, 
or  a  Year,  become  as  much  I\lifter  of  the  latter,  as  he  that 
is  tv/o  Doys  of  the  Week  at  his  Military  Exercifes,  and  the 
ether  live  fotting  or  caroufmg  at  an  A'c-lloufc  or  Gin-fnop. 
Upo!)  the  whole,  Sir,  I  wdll  venture  to  fay,  that  it  the  Ivii- 
litia of  this  Country,  or  any  Country  where  the  Sp;r;t  cf  the 
people  has  not  been  brc'^e  by  Arbitrary  Power,  were  pro- 
perly regimented,  sid  put  under  the  Command  of  Gentle- 
men of  lioncurand  Courage,  inuc;id  of  being  commanded 
Lv  ;-.:,c:makers  and  'Faylors,  tii.-y  might  in  a  Year  or  tv/'j  be 
as  pKv-eriy  tilled  regular  i  rccps,  :;=  any  mercenary  Regi- 
meritcan  be,  v;1j1c!i  is  compoied  of  Ofiicers  and  Soldier-,  who 
never  had  Occiihun  to  lock  an  Enemy  in  the  Face,  unleis  it 
was  a  Gang  of  Sn-!ugg;ers,  or  a  Alob  of  Pick  pockets  ;  and 
while  there  is  a  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  who  has  been  in 
Action,  a  Regimcnc  of  Militia  v..ju'd  h.;vc  as  g-'od  a  Chance 
to  have  ibmo  of  them  i-muijg  them,  as  any  Rf'gnnent  of 
mercenary   'x^^^y^  ciui    iiave,  ak.r  a  Peace  of  20  or    3a 

Years 
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Years  Duration.  T  fhall  readily  grant, Sir,  that  a  Rcginicnt  J^m  to.  Gea. 
of  Veteran  Soldiers,  a  Regiment  compoied  chiefly  of  Cflicers  11.  I'-^-j, 
and  Soldiers  who  hr.ve  been  frequently  in  Adion,  niny  be  \/''"'\'~\^ 
much  fuperior  tea  Regiment  of  the  belt  difciplined  Militia  ; 
but  I  cannot  admit  that  a  Regiment  of  mercenary  Troops, 
who  never  faw  an  Enemy,  has  any  Advantage  over  a  Regi- 
ment of  Militia,  well  difciplined  and  properly  commanded  : 
It  never  can  be  thought  that  there  is  any  Difference  in  the 
Gocdnefs  of  the  Men  ;  and  if  there  is  not,  I  can't  for  my 
Life  find  out  where  the  Preference  fliculd  be  given  to  the 
regular  Troops.  For  which  Rcafon  I  fhal!  aiways  be  of 
Opinion,  that  a  Country  may  be  governed,  the  Laws  cxc^ 
cuted,  and  the  People  proteded  both  agunil  Invafions  and 
InfurreCtions,  by  a  regular  Militia,  as  well  as  by  a  mercenary 
Army  ;  and  in  a  free  Country  1  am  fare  the  former  is  a  much 
more  proper  Defence  than  the  latter. 

What  we  now  call  R.-gular  Troops,  or  Standing-Fo-ce=;, 
iiave  produced,  and  always  will  produce,  the  moft  fatal  Cou- 
fequences   in  every  Country  v.'here  they  are  kept  up.     In 
fuch  Countries  the  People  in  general  not  only  negled.  and 
have  no  Encouragement  to  breed  themfelves  up  to  the  Uie  of 
Arms  and  martial  Difcipline,  but  they  are  taught  from  their 
Infancy  to  tremble  at  the  Name  of  a  Soldier ;  by  whicfi 
means  the  bravelf,   th^  molt  v/arlike  People  may,  in  the 
Space  of  one  Century,  be  rendered  the  molt  dallardly  and 
elFeminate.     They  put  their  whole  Trull  in  what  they  call 
their  Army  ;  and  if  that  Army  happens  by  the  Chance  of 
War   to  be  cut  off,  there  is  no  finding  another  that  dares 
look  a  vicforious  Enemy  in  the  pace,  vvhich  is  the    Rcai'on 
that  every  fuch  Country  has  at  lall  become  an  eafy  Prey  to 
forae  foreign  Invader:  Whereas,  in  a  Country  where  they 
have  no  Army  to  truft  to,  the  Government  muft  necefihrily 
take  care  of  the  Militi-i,  the  whole  People  arc  bred  Soldiers 
from  their  Infancy,  and  an  invading  Enemy  finds  them  Vikj 
the  Hydras  iler.ds;  if  they  have  the  good  Fortune  to  cu: 
cfF  one  Armiy,   they   immediately  \'a\\  anotiier   more   ioT' 
midable    grov/  up  in  ilc.  Head;   lor  Inch  a   People   m:'.y  ba 
killed,  but  they  cannot  be  conquered.      I  ara  lurprized.  Sir, 
to  hear  it  laid,  that  ylrts  and  Sciences  caniKit  be    prcraotcd, 
nor 'j'lade  and  Induilry  encouraged,  but  by  ti.c  l:,cep.:!:.^  i:;;i 
of  Standing- Armies,    fur    I   have   (;kcii    !it:;iiii,     -.w.o.   o\:^:'\ 
thought  that  Standing- Armies  art;  dciliiirlive  to  nU  ti'.c  Ar".; 
tf  Peace,      It  may  as  v/ell  be  faid,  that  irciti.c  r   tl:c  one  w'-v 
the  otlicr  can   (Ijurifi    but    in  CourJ.iics  v.irre  .'\::  '.■jr.iy 
CoV(  rnmcnt  i^  cilihliflivd  ;   ior  Aib'lrary   Power  i;..;'.  in  :;'! 
( 'c.-.itncj   been    tlic;   certain   Conicciuriite   oi'   hrcp!;  g '-,' ;i 
j.'vgc     -ta:..i;n^.A::i)y,      lu  fw!«   (..Miuuticj  ihtv   aiuy    h::v-» 
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10  Geo  tl-e  good  Luck  to  have  a  Prince,  or  nn  Adminiftratlon.  tLaf, 
encourages  Arts  nnd  Sciences,  andproteas  I'rade  and  1p- 
dultry  Tbacthat  Period  is  generally  of  no  long  Continuance, 
and  Barlxuifm,  Ignorance,  and  Idlenefs  alvv:iys  fucceed.  In 
this  Kingdom  we  know  that  Art?  and  Sciences  were  intro- 
duced, -and  I'rade  and  Jndullry  cibblifhed,  long  before  we 
h?d  iuch  alhingas  a  Standing-Army  ;  and  I  believe,  Sir, 
Gentlemen  will  find,  that  lince  the  Nation  has  been  at  the 
Trouble  and  Expence  of  Iceeping  up  a  Standing  Army,  thofc 
Arts  and  Sciences  have  not  at  ali  gained  Ground  in  this 

Country.  .  , 

in  the  GmAi?zand  Roman  Common-Vvealth?  their  fradc?- 
TTien  and  Labourers  gained  Laurels  in  the  Field  cf  Battle 
by  their  Courage,  and  returned  to  gain  a  SubfiRence  for 
themfelves  and^Famiiics  by  their  Induitry  ;  but  wlicn  they 
bepan  to  keep  Standing-Annies,  their  Soldiers,  'tis  true,  for 
fome  time  g:nned  Lauids  in  the  Field,  but  they  returned  to 
plunder,  ar^l  at  lail  to  lubdue  their  Country;  which  put  an 
End  to  their  Freedom,  and  of  courfe  to  every  Thing  that 
wa^s  Praile-worthy  among  them.  God  forbid  our  Fate 
fnould  be  the  fame!  'Fisa  Miifake  to  imagine  our  Trades- 
men would  be  drawn  away  from  their  Labour  by  breeding 
them  up  to  Miiirary  Dikipiine  ;  on  the  contrary  they 
jni?ht  be  brought  to  ufeit  as  their  Diverfion,  and  then  they 
would  return  with  more  A'acrity  to  their  ufual  Labour. 
Informer  Times  our  FIo;yT>ys,  and  even  Sundays,  were 
cmploy'd  in  the  Exercife  of  the  Ung-Bonv  and  other  w?,r)ike 
F)iverfionp  ;  ami  i  niuii  think  that  inch  Days  would  be  much 
better  empioy'd  in  that  Way,  tuan  in  lotting  at  an  A'c  rloufe, 
or  Filtering  m  a  bkettle  or  iMnePin  Ground;  but  fuch  a 
Chanse  ot  Mynners  is  not  to  be  introduced  without  the 
Affuial'ice  of  tfe  Government,  anci  fome  proper  Laws  for  that 
Purpofe;  and  I  am  convinced  our  Government  will  never 
lifiiit,  as  long  as  we  f(!iniih  them  with  a  Stanumg  Army  ;  tor 
J.  St.'nuing-Arrr.y  is  in  all  Countries  a  molt  ufetul  Thing  to 
thok-  in  J^ower,  and  a  well-difciplined  Militia  a  molf  danger- 
ous Thing  to  thofe  who  are  graiping  at  more  than  they  ought 

to  i:ave.  ^ 

I  fhall  readily  p.gree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman,  Cnat 
every  Government  muif  have  a  Military  Force  for  its  Sup- 
port, and  muftmake  uie  of  that  Military  Force  when  Ne- 
ccTit'y  requires.  But  the  Military  Force  that  is  required  for 
prelervino;  a  Peo'^le  from  Invafion  from  Abroad,  or  Jniur- 
redion  a?  Home,''  and  that  required  for  flrengthning  the 
Hands  of  an  Adminiilration,  are  very  difFercnt.  A  legal 
snd  limited  Government  ought  to  be  provided  with  a  free 
and  legal  Military    Force  depending   upon  the  fole  W'il 
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and  Pleafureof  the  Governor;  a  Military  Force  which  he  Jjino  xo.Ces. 
may  make  ufe  of  for  breakirvg,  as  well  as  for  executing  the  H,  1736-7, 
Laws  of  his  Country.  Such  is  our  Regular  Army  according  V^^'S/^^V,; 
to  its  prefent  Eftablifhment.  They  are  not  free  Subje£ts> 
they  arc-  Soldiers,  not  governed  properly  by  the  Laws  of  their 
Country,  but  by  a  Law  made  for  them  only  ;  and  all  depend- 
ing upon  the  ible  Will  and  Pleafure  of  the  King.  I'his 
may  in  Time  make  them  look  upon  themfelves  as  a  Body  of 
Men  difFerent  from  the  reit  of  the  People  ;  and  as  they,  and 
they  only,  have  the  Sword  in  their  Hands,  they  may  at  lalt 
begin  to  look  upon  themfelves  as  the  Lords,  and  not  the  Ser- 
vants of  the  People.  They  will  obey  and  execute  your 
Laws  whilll  you  malce  fuch  Laws  as  p'eale  them;  but  if  you 
ftiould  begin  to  make  fuch  Laws  as  may  be  di.Gigreeable  to 
them,  they  will  neither  execute  nor  obey  your  Laws;  they 
will  make  Laws  for  themfelves,  and  one  of  the  fu'It,  you  may 
depend  on't,  will  be,  a  Law  for  diffolving  your  Affembly  : 
They  have  done  fo  before,  and  they  may  do  fo  again,  if  ever 
they  fhould  happen  to  be  under  an  ambitious  King  or  Ge- 
neraL  I  know  it  may  be  faid  our  Militia  depend  as  much. 
upon  the  fole  Will  and  Pleafure  of  our  Governor,  as  our  Re- 
gular Army;  but  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  they  would  io 
readily  join  in  overturning  the  Lav/s  of  their  Country,  as  a 
Mercenary  Army  would,  when  properly  garbled,  and  if  our 
Militia  (hould  be  brought  under  any  new  Regulations,  which 
mull  be  done,  before  they  can  be  made  ufelul,  proper  Care 
might  be  taken,  for  putting  it  oat  of  the  Power  of  any  Maa 
to  make  a  bad  Ui'e  of  them. 

I  know  it  has  been  faid,  that  Liberty  is  attended  with  3 
Licentioufn&Ps  of  Manners,  which  begets  Fadlions  ana  Ani- 
mofities  againlt  the  Government ;  but  admitting  that  to  b? 
true,  no  Argument  drawn  from  the  Abufe  of  a  good  Thing, 
ought  to  ierve  for  its  being  abolifhed.  Tho' I  cannot  at  all 
fee  how  a  free  Country  is  more  liable  to  dangerous  Con- 
vulfions  thanan  enflived  one.  In  a  Country  v^/here  the  Go- 
vernment is  limited,  and  the  People  free,  there  may  perhaps 
be  more  room  for  Party  and-Fadion,  than  in  a  Country  where 
the  Government  is  abiolute,  and  the  People  dare  not  com- 
plain;  but,  Sir,  even  in  a  free  Country,  and  under  the  moft 
limited  Government,  while  thofe  in  Power  do  their  Duty, 
while  they  confult  the  Inclinations  of  the  People,  and  re- 
frain from^all  manner  of  Oppreflion  either  pubhc  or  private, 
no  Party,  no  Faftion  can  become  dangerous  to  tlie  Govern- 
meat,  tho'  it  has  no  Regular  Troops  to  truli:  to.  Such  a 
Government  will  always  have  a  great  Majority  of  the  People 
in  their  Intcreft,  and  tho'  there  may  be  foinc  v.h.),  from  pri- 
vate Views,  may  be  diffiii: fled  Vv'ith  the  public  Mc.-.fiiics  pu-- 
V01.-IV,  Ji  f^vd, 
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■/■.'.'.vs  10.  G,'-?.  fued,  yet  they  will  for  their  own  Sakes  remain  quiet  and 
JI.  1736-7.  re  iceable  ;  for  r,o  Man  of  common  Senfe  will  rife  in  Arms 
(/•"w^V  ;  againltan  eft.iblifned  Govern:-nent,  unlefs  he  is  fure  not  only 
of  ••'.  general  I>irconrcnt  among  the  People,  but  that  tiie  ge- 
neral Difcontent  is  got  to  fuch  a  Height  as  to  make  the  Ma- 
jority  of  the  People  ready  to  fly  to  x^rms  for  their  Relief  or 
Prefer vation.  Of  this  the  glorious  Reign  of  Queen  Eliza. 
heth  15  a  rnoft  convincing  Proof.  I  believe  hardly  any 
Hiltory  can  parallel  fo  long  a  Reign  fo  little  dillurbed  with 
Faction  ;  yet  if  we  confider  the  Circumfi  :nces  that  attended 
her  Accemon  to  the  Crown,  we  ihall  be  furprized  that  her 
Ileign  was  not  torn  with  the  molt  violent  Party  Divifions  and 
SiateConvulfions-.  One  of  the  Steps  of  that  glorioui  Queen 
was  to  overturn  the  Religion  flie  found  eilablifliod  in  her 
Country,  a  Religion  fupported  by  a  great  Party  at  Home, 
andprofefledand  proteded  by  the  greateft  Part  cf  Europe: 
At  the  fame  Time  fee  knew  fiie  had  a  Pretender  to  her 
Crown,  and  a  moif  dangerous  Pretender  too,  a  Pretender 
who  was  of  the  Religion  then  eftablifhed  in  the  Country,  a 
Pretender  who  was  in  PolTeiTicn  of  a  Kingdom  of  her  owh, 
a  Kingdom  within  the  fame  Ifland,  and  a  Kingdom  v/hich 
could  vindicate  the  Rights  of  their  Queen  with  as  brave  and 
as  fierce  Armies  as  ever  marched  from  any  Country  ;  and 
what  itill  added  to  the  Danger,  the  Pretender  was  not  only 
Queen  of  Scotland,  but  Wife  \.o'i\itDanphin,  and  afterwards 
to  the  King  of  France.  From  fuch  Circumftances,  vv'hat 
Fadions,  what  CcmmjOtions,  what  violent  Convulilons  were 
jiot  to  be  apprehended  ;  yet  that  w^ife  Queen,  without  any 
Standing-Army,  eilablifhed  herfelf  upon  the  Throne, 
cilabliPried  the  Religion  fhe  profefied,  triumphed  over  all  her 
Enemies,  and  afcer  a  Reign  of  43  Years  tranfmittcd  the 
Crown  in  Peace  to  her  next  lawful  SucceiTor,  without  ever 
having  been  difturbed  by  any  Party  or  Faction's  rifmg  in 
Arms  againll  her,  except  one  in  the  'Korth,  and  fome  few 
Commotions  in  Ireland,  neither  of  which  ever  became  con- 
fiderable. 

In  a  free  Country,  indeed,  when  thofe  in  Power  make  a 
weak  or  a  wicked  Ufe  of  their  Power,  or  make  any  Attempts 
upon  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  a  I'arty  will  certainly 
form  itiel.-  againll  the  Governmient,  and  fuch  a  Party  as  can- 
TiOt  be  wnhilood  but  by  means  of  a  numerous  and  mercenary 
Army  ;  but  in  that  Cafe,  Sir,  the  Gcvemment  becomes 
the  ra£f:Qr:,  and  as  loon,  Sir,  as  Government  degenerates 
f  into  Faction,  there  is  a  Isecefiiry  for  its  being  fupported  by 
a  Standing  Army,  for  it  cr.n  fupport  itfeif  no  other  way,  and 
it  is  by  tnat  way  alone  that  it  can  dellroy  the  Liberties  of 
a  People  ;  forae  outward  Fcrms  may  be  prcferved,    but  the 

Go- 
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Gavernment,  inSubftance,  becomes  from  that  Moment  Ar-  Jnno  10  (J^i. 
bitray.      Fadion  isan  ugly  Name,  in  a  freeCou.    .;         "•:;■.:     jj    i-^f)  - 


bellowed  upon  thofe  who  oppoletht;  Gover'iuie 
ther  they,  or  the  Guvernment,  beu  dei'ervt  :iic  Name,  de- 
pends upon  the  Meafures  purfued  by  each.  To  prevent 
Faflion  and  civil  Difcord  has  in  all  Countries  been  the 
plaufible  Pretence  of  thofe  who  fecretly  aimcc  ar  the  Ellablifh- 
ment  of  Arbitrary  Power:  In  mort  of  ou.  neighbourinp- 
Countries  that  Pretence  has  had  the  wilTied-for  Succefs,  but 
I  hope  it  never  fnall  in  this  ;  for  it  is  much  happier  for  a 
People  to  be  in  a  continual  Danger  of  Civil  Difcord,  or 
even  of  Civil  Wars,  than  to  be  in  a  continual  State  of 
Slavery.  A  Civil  War  is  an  Impollhume,  it  may  be  trou- 
blefome,  it  may  be  painful  while  it  lalls,  but  it  carries  off' 
any  contagious  Matter  that  may  be  lodged  in  the  Body,  and 
generally  brings  Health  and  Vigour  for  many  Years  after  ; 
whereas  defpotic  Power  isan  Ulcer,  a  Gangrene,  which  ad- 
mits of  no  Cure,  nor  can  receive  any  Comfort. 

I  believe,  Sir,  no  Gentleman  ever  fufpedled  me  as  fa- 
vouring Dii'afFedtion  to  our  prefent  happy  Conftitution  in 
Church  and  State.  I  have  as  bad  an  Opinion  of  Jncobites 
and  Pap'ijls  as  any  Gentleman  of  this  Houll  can  reaiooably 
have,  but  I  never  thought  that  either  our  Jacobites  or  Pa- 
pifis  were  for  ellablifliing  Arbitrary  Power  :  1  am  fure  very- 
few  of  them  are.  We  maintained  our  Liberties  when  the 
whole  Nation  were  Papijls ;  we  may  lofe  them  now  we  are 
Proteftants ;  and  if  we  fliould,  it  would  make  many  Men 
Jacobites  who  are  very  far  from  being  io  at  prefent.  People 
under  Oppreffion  always  hope  for  Relief  from  any  Change  : 
If  the  Liberties  of  this  Country  (hould  be  once  overturned, 
the  worli;  we  could  expeft  would  be  only  changing  one 
Slavery  for  another.  Even  the  truefl  Lovers  of  Liberty- 
might  be  prompted  by  Revenge  to  become  Jacobites,  in 
order  to  difappoint  and  punifh  thofe  who  had  cheated  theni 
out  of  their  Liberties.  1  do  not  believe  there  can  ever  be  a 
Party  in  this  Kingdom  for  ellablifhing  Arbitrary  Power, 
un'els  it  be  our  iMiniilers  and  their  Creatures.  An  Itch  for 
Arbitrary  Power  feems,  indeed,  to  be  epidemical  with 
refpect  to  that  Sett  of  Men  :  Our  Anceilors  have  known 
Minilters,  Sir,  who  have  been  infedled  with  it,  and  who 
have  tranfmittcd  the  Inleftion  down  to  their  Succeflors,  tho' 
of  a  different  Party  and  IntereiL  We  may  again  have  fuch 
Minifterj  ;  and  for  that  Reafon,  chiefly,  I  am  againil  keep- 
ing up  a  numerous  Standing- Army,  becaufe,  according  to  its 
prefent  Regulation,  it  is  too  much  under  the  Power  of 
Minillers  :  And  I  own  that  I  am  for  truiling  no  .MiniitL-r 
with  rn y  Liberty  .  Some  Miniifer  or  other  may  fonie  rime 
\\  z  cir 
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Jnno  lo  Ges.  or  other  make  ufe  of  it  for  attaining  to  that  which  (o  many 
jj  j_-g  _,_     of  them  have  feemedtolong  for. 

There  are,  'tis  true,  Sir,  too  many  Rogues  and  Thieves 
in  the  Kingdom  ;  there  are,  I  believe,  fome  great  ones  who 
are  not  yet  diicovered,  but  1  doubt  much  if  a  numerous 
Standing-Army  will  contribute  either  to  their  being  dif- 
covered  or  punifhed.  With  refpeft  to  any  of  thofe  little  Pil- 
ferers that  have  ot  late  been  fei^ed  and  hanged,  I  am  fiire 
it  cannot  be  laid  the  Army  has  been,  in  the  leaft,  affilling. 
They  have  all  been  apprehended  by  the  Country  People, 
or  by  the  common  '1  hief-catchers';  which  is  a  Trade,  I 
hope  no  Gentleman  of  the  Army  will  ever  be  defired  toun- 
deitake,  unlefs  the  Thief  be  fome  Perlbn  of  a  very  eminent 
Degree.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Army  has  ever  been  em- 
ploy'd  in  any  Sort  of  Thief-catching,  except  v/ith  refpeft  to 
thofe  Thieves  called  Smugglers ;  and  the  Reafon  of  the 
Army's  being  neceflary  for  that  Purpofe  is,  that  our  Taxes 
arefo  many  and  fo  high,  and  have  been  fo  long  continued, 
that  the  People  begin  to  look  upon  Smugglers  as  their  Friends, 
and  therefore  will  not  be  conc-rned,  nor  run  any  rifk,  in  ap- 
prehending or  oppofmgthem.  And  indeed,  Sir.  i  think  it 
fhould  be  very  unreafonable  if  the  Army  was  not  ufeful  in 
fome  fhape  or  other,  efpecially  to  thofe  who  keep  it  up. 
When  our  Soldiers  ferve  againlt  S?nugglers,  they  ferve  their 
own  immediate  Mailers,  and  the  Country  People  have 
learned  to  look  upon  that  Service  as  proper  to  the  Army. 
But  if  v.'e  had  no  Taxes  but  iuch  as  the  People  thought  rea- 
Jonable,  and  if  thofe  Taxes  were  applied  to  Ufes  which  the 
People  though:  neceffary  for  their  Prefervation,  they  would 
be  as  ready  to  join  the  Hue  and  C>y  r-gainll  a  Smuggler,  as 
they  are  now  againft  a  Houfe-breaker  or  Highwayman.  I 
am  perfuaded  there  is  nothing  contributes  io  much  to  the  In- 
creale  of  Criminals  of  all  Sorts  among  us,  as  the  great 
Number  of  Regular.  Troops  we  keep  up;  the  common 
Soldiers  mix  among  the  Vulgar,  and  by  their  Example, 
they  propagate  a  Spirit  of  Lewdnefs,  Idlenefs,  and  Extrava- 
gance in  every  Country  and  City  of  the  Kingdom  ;  I  wilh 
even  fom.e  of  the  Officers  may  not  in  this  Way  be  a  iittle 
to  blame.  The  Credit  and  Subfilience  of  a  Merchant,  a 
Tradefman,  or  a  Labourer,  depends  upon  his  Charadler: 
If  he  gets  the  Character  of  a  lewd,  profligate  Fellow,  no 
Man  will  truft  or  employ  him  ;  for  this  Reafon  he  is 
obliged  at  leail  to  be  a  Hypocrite,  and  fo  can  do  no  Mif- 
cl  lef  by  his  Example  ;  but  the  Credit  of  a  Soldier  depends 
uponJ)is  doing  his  Duty,  and  his  Subfilience  depends  upon 
his  Pay  ;  if  he  does  his  Duty  he  may  be  as  lewd  and  pro- 
fligate as  he  pleafes,  and  as    openly  as  he  pleafe?,    confe- 

quently 


iy^^r\j 


(  253  ) 

quently  may  do   great   Mifchief  by   his  Example.     In  all   Amoxo.Geo. 

Countries  the  young  and  high-metalled  arc  proud  of  keep-    n.  1726-7. 

ing  Company  with   Soldiers  j    they   learn    their   Manners, 

and  foon  begin  to  imitate  them  in  their  Vices;  by  fo  doing 

they  lolc  their  Charaders,  and  when  no  Man  will  trull  or 

employ  them,  if  they  cannot  get  into  the  Army,  they  mull 

rob  or  ileal  for  Subfiitence. 

Among  a  certain  Sett  of  People,  Sir,  I  have  obferved, 
that  Mobs  are  reprelented  as  moit  hideous  Things.  I  con- 
feis  they  ought  not  to  be  encouraged  ;  but  they  have  been 
fometimes  uleful,  tho'  I  own  they  are  never  expedient.  In 
a  free  Country  I  am  afraid  a  Stand  ing- Army  rather  occa- 
fions  than  prevents  them  ;  where  a  Magiflrate  has  a  Guard 
of  Regular  Troops  to  trull  to,  he  is  apt  to  negledl  hu- 
mouring the  People,  he  defpifes,  and  fometimes  oppreffes 
them  ;  in  which  Cafe,  the  People,  as  long  as  there  is  any 
Spirit  among  them,  will  certainly  grow  tumultuous,  li  a 
Tumult  happens  with  any  juft  Cauie  of  Complaint,  a  little 
gentle  Ufage,  and  calm  Reafoning,  generally  prevents  any 
Mifchief,  and  prevails  with  the  People  to  return  to  their 
Duty  ;  but  a  iMagillrute  v/ich  an  Army  at  his  Back  will 
feldom  take  this  Method,  for  few  Men  will  be  at  the  Pains 
to  perfuade  when  they  know  they  can  compel.  But  in  a 
free  Country,  if  a  Tumult  happens  from  a  jull  Caufe  of 
Complaint,  the  People  ought  to  be  fstisfied,  their  Grievances 
ought  to  be  redreffedj  they  ought  not  furely  to  be  imme- 
diately knock'd  on  the  Head,  becaufe  they  happen  to  com- 
plain in  an  irregular  Manner.  To  make  ufe  of  Regular 
Troops  upon  every  fuch  Occafion,  is  like  a  tyrannical 
School-Maiier,  who  never  makes  ufe  of  the  foft  Arts  of 
Perfuafion  and  Allurement,  but  always  makes  ufe  of  the 
Rod  ;  fuch  a  Man  may  break  the  Spirit,  but  never  can 
improve  the  Minds  of  his  Scholars. 

1  do  not  know,  Sir,  what  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  mean  by 
that  Refpedl  and  Efteem  which  we  ought  to  have,  among 
our  Neighbours  ;  furely,  Sir,  this  Relpeft  and  Efleem  ne- 
ver can  encreafe  in  the  fame  Proportion  as  our  Regular 
Troops  encreafe  ;  furely  Gentlemen  don't  think  that  we 
are  to  be  refpefled  only  according  to  the  Regular  Troops  we 
have  in  our  Pay  :  In  that  Cafe  there  are  feveral  Princes  in 
Gerj/tany  who  would  deferve  more  Refpedl  than  we  ;  there 
is  hardly  a  Kingdom  in  Europe  that  would  deferve  fo  lit- 
tle ;  and  I  am  lure  thofe  who  keep  up  their  Hundreds  of 
^houfands,  as  fome  of  our  Neighbours  do,  would  have  no 
Occafion  to  fnew  us  any  Regard  or  Efteem.  But  I  believe 
the  Cafe  is  diredly  otherwife.  For  my  own  part,  Sir,  lam 
fo  far  from  being  of  that  Opinion;  that  I  think  I  can  ven- 
ture 
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,  ,0  Geo.  ture  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  more  Regular  Troops  we 
iT'  "26-".  ■'^^^P  "P  ^^  ^''^^  ^^  Peace,  the  lefs  Wl-  (hall  be  rcfpefted  or 
■^^_^  _  elleemed  by  every  one  of  our  Neighbours:  They  know 
we  have  no  Frontier  to  defend,  nor  fortified  Towns  to  ga- 
rifon,  and  therefore  they  will  conclude  our  Government 
woukl  never  be  at  the  Expcnce  of  keeping  up  a  large  Body 
of  Regular  Troops,  if  they  were  beloved  or  elleemed  by 
their  own  People.  They  will  conclude  that  fuch  a  Body  of 
Troops  is  kept  up,  only  to  keep  the  Peop.e  in  Obedience  ; 
and  a  Government  whicii  does  not  enjoy  the  AfFeftions  and 
Eftcem  of  their  own  People,  will  certainly  be  defpifed  by 
Foreigners,  and  they  know  at  the  fame  Time,  that  the  Peo- 
ple mult  be  fleeced  in  order  to  maintain  them.  Whereas, 
when  thofe  in  the  Government  of  this  Nation  do  their 
Duty,  when  they  enjoy  the  Affedions  and  Erteem  of  the 
People  in  general,  tho'  we  had  not  a  Regiment  of  Regular 
Troops  in  the  Kingdom,  our  Neighbours  know  we  could 
in  a  few  Months  appear  in  the  Field  with  our  Hundreds  of 
I'houfands  of  Regular  Troops  as  well  as  they  ,  befides  an 
irrefillible  Navy,  by  means  of  which  we  could  carry  Ter- 
ror and  Defolation  to  every  Part  of  their  Sea  Coafts,  and  at 
the  fame  I'ime  protect  our  own  from  any  Infult. 

[t  is  not  therefore.  Sir,  to  our  keeping  up  a  large  Body 
of  Regular  Troops  in  time  of  Peace,  we  ov;e  any  Part  of 
that  Refpe£l  we  may  have  among  cur  Neighbours ;  it  is  to 
our  Naval  Power,  to  the  natural  Bravery  of  our  Men  in 
general,  and  to  our  Government's  poilelTuig  the  Hearts  of 
their  Subjefis.  From  hence  it  is  we  derive  our  Security  ; 
and  the  keeping  up  of  a  large  Body  of  Regular  Troops  in 
time  of  Peace,  will  derogate  from  every  one  of  the  three. 
It  will  render  it  impofTible  for  us  to  keep  up  fuch  a  Naval 
Power  as  we  might  otherwife  do  :  It  will  propagate  a  Spirit 
of  EfF;:;minacy  and  Cowardice  among  all  thofe  who  are  not 
of  the  Army  ;  and  it  will  always  contribute  towards  render- 
ing our  Government  hateful  to  the  People  in  general.  For 
this  ■  Reafon  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  if  ever  any  of  our 
A-Iaritime  Counties  or  Cities  be  plundered  by  a  fmall  Party 
of  foreign  Regular  Troops,  it  will  be  owing  to  our  keeping 
up  a  Standing-Army.  Confidcring  the  Extent  of  our 
Coafls,  we  cannot  have  fo  much  as  one  Regiment,  nor  half 
a  Regiment,  at  every  Place  where  a  fmall  Party  may  land  ; 
fuch  a  Party  may  therefore  plunder  and  lay  defolate  a  great 
Part  of  the  Country  before  any  of  our  Regular  Troops  can 
come  up  to  oppofe  them;  and  the  Effeminacy,  and  Co-' 
vvardice,  into  which  the  Inhabitant;,  by  an  entire  Dii'ufe  of 
Military  Exercifes,  may  fall,  will  inltigate  our  Enemies  to 
make  many  fuch  Attempts. 
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I  am  really  very  much  furprized,  Sir,  to  hear  it  faid,  we  Jnno  lo.  Ges'l 
have  felt  no  Inconvenience  from   our   Army.     Befides  the    II.  1736-7.' 
Danger  to  which  our  Liberties  are  expofed,  is  not  the  great    '^^/"V^^^ 
Debt  v.'e  llill  owe,  and   the  many  Taxes  we  Itill  pay,   in  a 
great  Meafure  owing  to  our  keeping   up  fo  numerous    an 
Army  in  time  cf  Peace  ?  Can  it  be  iaid  that  the  Quartering 
of  Soldiers   is  no   Inconvenience  to  thofe  poor  People  who 
are  fubjeft  to  that  extraordinary  Burden  ?  Is  it  not  a  very 
great  Expence,  as  well  as  a  great  Inconvenience  to  every  ^ 

public  Houfe  in  the  Kingdom  ?  And  can  we  imagine  our 
Soldiers  are  always  fo  civil  in  their  Quarters  as  never  to  be 
guilty  of  any  Infolence  or  rude  Piece  of  Behaviour  ?  I  hope 
I  fliail  be  forgiven  when  I  wifh  that  fome  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  tell  us  fo  could  be  metamorphofed,  for  a  few 
Weeks  only,  into  a  Country  Inn-keeper,  or  Alehoufe- 
keeper,  with  a  handfome  Wife,  or  two  or  three  pretty 
Daughters,  whofe  Virtue  and  Well-being  he  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  fome  Concern  for  :  I  believe  fuch  Gentlemen, 
upon  their  Return  to  this  Houfe,  would  fhew  a  little  more 
Sympathy  ;  I  believe  they  would  allow  our  'Inn-keepers 
and  Alehoufe-keepers  might  live  at  a  lefs  Expence,  and  with 
a  great  deal  of  more  Eafe  and  Quiet,  if  they  had  no  fuch 
Inmates,  at  lealt  not  fo  many,  as  they  are  now  generally 
plagued  with.  But  this  is  not  all  :  Can  any  Gentlem^an  fay 
our  Liberties  can  never  be  in  Danger  from  a  Standing-Army  ? 
Have  they  not  once  already  been  overturned  by  an  Army, 
which  was  raifed  and  paid  by  Parliam^ent  ?  An  Army, 
wherein  the  very  Officers  were  put  in  by  the  Parliament,  or 
'by  thofe  whom  the  Parliament  liad  named,  which  rendered 
it  more  the  Creature  of  the  Parliament,  than  it  is  poffible 
for  our  Army  upon  its  prefent  Footing  to  be.  For  tho' 
our  Regular  Troops  are  at  prefent  kept  up  by  our  Au- 
thority, we  are  not  certain  cur  Authority  will  be  fufficient 
for  difbanding  them,  whenever  we  have  a  Mind,  ©ur  be- 
ing in  no  Danger  from  his  prelent  Majeity  fignifies  nothing  : 
L'nder  a  good  King,  we  ought  to  adopt  no  CuIIom,  nor 
make  any  Precedent,  which  a  bad  King  may  make  a  bad 
Ufc  of. 

Whatever  our  pacific  Mcafures  may  have  done,  I  am  per- 
fuaded.  Sir,  neither  the  late  Prefervation  of  our  ov/n  l>an- 
quillity,  nor  the  Refioration  of  the  public  Tranquillity, 
was  owing  to  the  Army  we  kept  up,  or  the  Addition  we 
made  to  it.  As  to  our  own  Tranquillity,  it  is  certain  our 
rernriining  quiet,  was  the  utmoit  that  could  be  hoped  for  by 
thofe  who  began  the  War:  Our  not  joining  againft  thcin 
was  the  greatell  Favour  they  could  txpeci.  from  us,  and 
therefore  ic  would  have  been  lidiculouj  lu  them  to  havedii- 
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Anno  10.  Geo.  turbed  our  Tr.inquillity,  becaufe  it  would  Iiave  forced  us  to 
JI.  1736  7.  join  againft  them.  And  as  to  reiroring  the  Tranquillity  of 
\y^'\f-\^  Eurcpe,  I  am  fure  it  cannot  be  faid  to  have  been  rcllorcd 
upon  the  Footing  of  any  Scheme  or  Plan  propofed  by  his 
Majefty  :  I  am  iure  his  Majelly  never  did,  nor  ever  would 
propofe  to  add  fuch  a  large  Dutchy  as  that  of  Lorain  to  the 
J^ominions  of  Fra7:cc.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  the 
Peace  was  clapt  up  between  the  two  chief  contending 
Powers  without  our  Knowledge,  without  our  Advice  or 
Afflrtance  ;  and  I  wifli  we  may  not  find  it  was  clapt  up  on 
Conditions  which  may  prove  difagreeable  both  to  us  and 
our  Allies. 

I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  that  the  Syflem  of  Affairs  in  Europe 
feems  to  be  altered  by  the  late  Peace  ;  but  1  cannot  think 
either  of  the  contrafling  Parties  has  a  Defign  of  making 
sny  immediate  Iiicroachment  upon  us  or  any  of  our  Allies. 
The  Maxims  they  have  of  late  purfued  for  diAreffing  us  are 
more  flow  and  more  effedlual  than  they  were  fome  time  ago, 
when  they  had  other  Minifters  to  dired;  their  Affairs.  I 
dare  fay,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  Court  in  Europe  that  has  now  a 
,  Thought  of  invading  us  or  our  Allies,  for   if  that  were  the 

Cafe,  our  Minifters  at  thofe  Courts  would  certainly  have 
difcovered  fuch  a  Defign  :  Their  Wifdom,  their  Care,  and 
their  Penetration,  are  \o  well  known,  it  is  not  pcffible  to 
fuppofe  fuch  a  Defign  could  be  kept  concealed  from  them  j 
and  if  there  be  no  immediate  Defign,  there  is  no  Occafion 
for  us  to  prepare  againft  it :  On  the  contrary,  if  we  fufped 
any  difiant  View?,  and  fuch  only,  (if  our  Minifters  at  foreign 
Courts  have  done  their  Duty]  we  can  fufpeft,  we  ought  in 
the  mean  Time  to  fave  as  much  as  poifible,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  the  better  able  to  oppofe  fuch  Dsfigns,  when  any 
Attempts  fhall  be  made  for  carrying  them  into  Execution. 
But,  Sir,  if  we  can  fuppofe  any  Alteration  made  by  the 
late  Peace,  with  refpefl  to  the  Syftem  of  Affairs  in  Europe, 
it  mull  be  occafioned  by  a  real  Conjundlion  and  thorough 
Union  between  the  Emperor  and  France:  It  mulf  proceed 
from  a  Concert  between  thofe  two  Potentates  for  prefcribing 
Rules  to  the  rell  of  Europe,  or  for  joining  together  in  order 
to  make  Incroachments  upon  fome  of  their  Neighbours; 
and  in  that  Cafe  the  War  which  the  Mufcoojites  arc  already 
engaged  in,  and  which  the  Emperor  will  probably  be  very 
foon  engaged  in,  againft  the  Turks,  is  a  Sert  of  Pledge  for  fe- 
curing  the  Tranquillity  of  the  reft  of  £«r5/f  j  becaufe  it  will 
prevent  the  Emperor  s  being  in  a  Capacity  of  executing  his 
Part  of  any  fuch  Concert.  Then  again,  if  we  fuppofe  that 
no  fuch  Alteration  has  been  made  by  the  late  Peace,  but  that 
France   may  tr.ke  that  Opportunity,  as  ilie  was  formerly 
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V'ontto  do,  of  attacking  the  Emper0rox  fome  ofthofe,  who,  Jnno  lo,  Geo, 
according  to  the  antient  Syftem,  are  his  natural  Allies,  it  is     II.  1736  7, 
at  the  lame  Time  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  we  would  not  i^^\f's^ 

be  io  far  wanting  to  ourfelves  as  to  Itand  by  the  Speftators  ; 
in  fuch  an  Event,  it  is  not  the  firft  Time  the  Emperor,  in 
conjundlion  with  his  Allies,  has  fupported  fuccefsfully  a  War 
againlt  the  Turks,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fet  Bounds  to  the 
Ambition  of  France,  even  when  he  had  not  the  Mufco^vites  to 
afTill  him,  and  at  a  time  when  we  had  no  fuch  numerous 
Standing-Army  in  Britain  as  we  have  at  prefent. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  impoflible  to  imagine  orexpefla  time  when 
all  the  Princes  of  Europe  will  be  not  only  in  profound 
Peace,  but  without  any  Views  or  Defigns  of  making  In- 
croachments  upon  one  another.  If  we  are  not  to  diminifh 
our  prefent  Army  till  fuch  a  time  happens,  if  we  are  not 
to  pafs  the  River  till  it  runs  dry,  it  is  ridiculous  ever  to  think 
of  paffing,  or  to  expeda  Diminution.  Againft  fecret  De- 
figas  and  fudden  Invafions,  we  may  always  defend  ourfelves 
by  means  of  our  Fleet ;  and  there  is  no  Gentleman  of 
thofe  who  oppofe  a  Land  Army  that  is  againft  our  keep- 
ing the  Royal  Navy  always  in  good  Repair,  a  confiderable 
In  umber  of  Seamen  always  in  Pay,  and  to  encouraging  Mi- 
litary Difcipline  among  our  Men  in  general  ;  but  when 
we  are  ourfelves  at  Peace,  we  ought  always  to  take  that 
Opportunity  to  eafe  ourfelves  of  the  Expence  of  maintain- 
ing a  Land  Army.  Are  we  to  keep  up  a  Land  Army  for 
the  Defence  of  our  Allies?  No,  Sir;  they  have  fortified 
Towns,  and  numerous  Garrifons  to  defend  them  againft 
any  fudden  Attack ;  and  if  they  do  their  Duty  towards 
themfelves,  if  they  keep  the  Fortifications  of  their  Frontier 
Towns  in  good  Repair,  and  fuch  a  Body  of  Regular 
Troops  in  their  Pay,  as  is  neceflary  for  defending  their 
Frontier,  we  fhall  always  have  time  to  raife  or  to  hire  an 
Army  for  their  Support,  before  they  can  be  brought  into 
any  great  Danger. 

I  am  forry  to  hear.  Sir,  there  is  fo  much  Difcontent,  and 
fo  many  Tumults  in  the  Nation  ;  but  upon  fuch  an  Occafion 
to  bring  his  Majelly's  Name,  or  his  Majelly's  Government, 
into  Queltion,  as  I  obferve  they  too  often  are,  is  not  fair  ;  I 
muft  beg  Leave  to  fay,  I  do  not  think  it  altogether  decent. 
J  am  fure  there  is  no  Man  in  the  Kingdom  that  ever 
thought  himfelf  wronged  by  his  Majelty,  but  I  ihall  not 
fay  fo  much  with  refpeft  to  his  Miniilers.  Therefore,  if 
there  be  any  Difcontents  in  the  Nation,  we  are  to  fuppoie 
the  Nature  of  our  Conllicution  points  it  out  to  us  to  luppo'e 
that  fuch  Difcontents  are  owing  to  the  Meafures  purfued  by 
the  Minifters  only  ;  and  if  v.e  examine  the  Hiltory  of  this 
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jimio  10.  Geo.  Nation  for  fome  Years  pad',  we  may  eafily  fee  how  they 
II.  1 736-7.  have  been  raifed,  and  to  what  they  are  chiefly  owing. 
During  the  late  great  War,  the  People  of  this  Nation  were 
fubjefted  to  many  new  and  heavy  Taxes,  and  a  great  public 
Debt  incurred.  Every  Man  was  then  fenfib'e  of  the  Debt 
contraded,  every  Man  then  felt  fcverely  the  Taxes  he  paid, 
but  every  Man  comforted  himfelf  that  in  a  few  Years  of 
Peace  the  Debt  would  be  paid  off,  and  moll  of  the  Taxes 
abolifhed.  We  have  now  enjoy 'd  a  Peace  of  twenty  five 
Years  llanding,  and  yet  now  we  lind  the  public  Debj  near 
as  large  as  it  was  at  the  End  of  the  War,  and  all  the 
Taxes  but  one,  as  high  and  as  heavy  as  they  were  in  any 
time  of  the  Wc.r.  In  this  long  Trad  of  peaceable  Times, 
the  People  have  not  felt  themfelves  relieved  from  any  one 
'^lax,  except  a  Part  of  the  Land  Tax,  and  even  that  Tax  is 
as  high  in  Britain  now  in  time  of  Peace,  as  it  is  in  France 
in  time  of  War.  Thus  the  People  have  been  long  dif- 
appointed,  and  now  at  lall  they  begin  to  defpair  of  ever 
feeing  themfelves  relieved  from  the  heavy  Burdens  they 
groan  under.  There  may  be  feveral  other  Reafons  ;  there 
are  fome  which  I  could  mention,  but  this  is  the  chief  Rea- 
fon  of  the  Difcontenc  being  fo  general,  as  I  am  afraid  it 
is;  and  I  am  fure  the  keeping  up  of  a  numerous  Standing- 
Army  in  time  of  Peace,  is  not  a  proper  Method  for  re- 
moving this  Caufe  of  Difcontent.  So  far  from  it,  Sir,  that 
I  am  afraid  it  is  one  of  the  principal  Caufes  of  all  that  Dif- 
fatlsfadion  fo  much  infilled  on;  for  a  free  Government 
cannot  be  fupported  but  by  having  the  Afredlions  of  the 
Generality  of  the  People. 

To  imagine.  Sir,  that  our  Government  would  be  in  any 
Danger  from  the  dilhanded  Soldiers  joining  with  the  Dil- 
c«ntented  is  without  any  Foundation  ;  for  there  are  many 
Soldiers  would  be  glad  to  be  diicharged,  there  are  many  of 
them  would  be  glad  to  return  to  their  former  Labour  and 
Jnduilry,  and  there  are  fome  who  would  be  entitled  to  Chel' 
Jea-Hifpital;  of  thefe  there  are  not  perhaps  a  great  many, 
for  of  late  we  feem  to  have  taken  more  Care  to  make  a  fine 
Figure  at  a  Review,  than  a  brave  Stand  in  a  Field  of  Bat- 
tle; fo  thatwe  havenotat  prefentmany  old  Soldiers  in  our 
Army  ;  however  there  are  fome,  and  they  would  be  glad 
of  being  put  upon  the  Ellablifhment  of  Chelfea-Hajptal. 
By  this  means  a  Redudion  might  be  managed  fo  as  not  to 
diicharge  a  Man  who  did  not  look  on  it  as  a  Favour  :  and 
lurely  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  thofe  Men  who  had  jult 
received  a  Favour  from  the  Government  would  join  with 
any  Parry  againft  the  Government;  nor  would  the  Number 
of  dilcipli.ned  Soldiers  in  the  Kingdom   be  diminilhed  by 
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fuch  a  Reduftion  ;  for,  as  the  Officers  would  all  be  put  upon  ^„m  lo  G 
half  Pay,  both  Officers  and  Soldiers  would  remain  in  the  JJ.  1--6-' 
Jfland,  and  would  be  ready  to  affift  in  the  Defence  of  their 
Country  againft  any  Invafion  or  Infurredlion,  and  adl  as 
bravely  as  if  they  were  in  full  Pay  and  Regimented. 

I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  now  fhewn,  there  is  no  Force  in  any 
of  the  Arguments  made  ufe  of  for  our  keeping  up  the  fame 
Number  of  Forces  we  had  lail  Year,  nor  any  Danger  to  be 
apprehended   from  a  Reduftion  ;    but  I  cannot    leave  this 
Subje(fl  without  reprefenting  to  Gentlemen  the  D.mger  our 
Conflitution  is  expofed  to  by  keeping  up  fucli  a  nnniercus 
Army.      Such  Reprefentations  have,    'tis    true,  often   been 
made,  and  enforced  with  more  Strength  than  I  am  Mailer 
of,  but  I  think  they  ought  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  there 
is  Occafion.     The  Number  we  have  at  prefent,  efpecially 
confidering  how  eafily  and  how  foon  they  may  be  increafed 
to  double  the  Number,  J  will   be  bold   to   fay,  is  fufficient 
for  trampling  upon  the  Liberties  of  this  Nation  ;  and   the 
longer  they  are  kept  up,  the  more  fufficient  will   they  be 
for  that  Purpofe ;  becaufe  the  People  will  every  Day  grow 
Jefs  apt  or  able  to  vindicate  their  Liberties,   and  our  Army 
will  tvery  Day  grow  the  more  cemented,  and  confequently 
the  more  fit  for  luch    an  Undertaking.     Oliver   Crcrmvel, 
when  he  turned  every  Member  of  this  Houfe  out  of  Doors, 
when  he  bid  one  of  his  Soldiers  take  away  cur  Llace,  that 
Fool's  Bauble,  as  he  called  it,  had  not  a  much  more  numerous 
Regular  Army  than  we  have  at  prefent  on  Foot  ;  and  tho' 
the    Army   under  King  Jatnes  IL  behaved  in  a  more  ho- 
nourable Manner,  yet  Tuch  a  Behaviour  is  not  much  to  bg 
depended   on  ;  for  1  am  convinced  even  that   Aimy  would 
rot  have  behaved  as  they  did,  if  the  Difcontented  had  not 
had  an  Army  to  repair  to  ;  or  if  proper  Meafures  had  been 
taken  to  garble  them  a  little  before  Hand. 

But,  Sir,  without  any  open  and  violent  Attack  upon  our 
Liberties,  like  that  made  by  Oli--ver  Croniivel,  our  Confti- 
tution  may,  by  means  of  our  Army,  and  the  many  other 
Pofts  in  the  fole  Difpofal  of  the  King,  be  undermined,  and 
at  laft,  to  ufe  the  Military  Expreffion,  entirely  blown  up. 
It  may  come  to  be  laid  down  as  a  Maxim,  that  an  Officer 
er  Soldier  ought  to  be  as  obfcrvant  of  his  Orders  in  this 
Houfe,  or  at  E!e6lions,  as  he  ought  to  be  in  a  Camp  or  a 
Field  of  Batt'e  ;  and  that  Courage  and  Experience  in  the 
Field  are  never  to  be  regarded,  however  ferviceable  they 
may  have  been  to  his  Country,  if  they  happen  to  be  joined 
to  a  Backwardncfsfor  the  Miniikr's  Meafures  in  the  Houfe. 
Nay  it  may  happen,  that  the  making  of  a  proper  Intercfl  at 
Eleftians,  or  the  giving  of  a  right  Vote  in  the  Houfe  of 
Jv  k  2  Coi.'iinoi!?, 
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Jnno  I©.  Gea.  Commons,  (hall  be  deemed  the  only  Service,  the  only  Mc- 
II.  \ix6-j.  rit  worthy  of  Preferment  in  the  Army;  and  confidering 
how  many  Officers  are  in  Parliament,  confidering  how  many 
muft  always  be  in  Parliament  as  long  as  we  keep  up  the 
fame  Number  of  Forces  we  have  at  prefent,  I  may  venture 
to  fay,  that  if  fuch  Maxims  fhould  be  eflablifhed  and  purfued, 
it  would  be  in  the  Power  even  of  the  moft  wicked  Minilter, 
to  have  always  a  Majority  at  his  Command  in  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament.  In  which  cafe  our  Parliaments,  like  the 
Senate  of  ^<jz«f  under  their  Emperors,  or  the  prefent  Affem- 
blies  of  the  States  in  moft  of  our  neighbouring  Kingdoms, 
would  ferve  only  for  giving  Countenance  to  the  Schemes  of 
our  Miniflers,  and  for  rendering  them  more  bold  in  their 
Oppreffions. 

At  prefent,  Sir,  we  have  more  Reafon  than  ufual  for  be- 
ing afraid  of  fuch  Maxims.  Several  Officers  have  been 
lately  removed  from  their  Commands  in  the  Army ; 
Officers  of  almoft  every  Rank  and  Station,  and  Officers  who 
could  not  be  accufed  of  any  Neglefl  or  Contumacy  in  their 
Military  Duty  ;  therefore  fome  People  take  it  upon  them  to 
fay,  that  they  were  removed  for  fome  Negleft  or  Contumacy 
in  that,  which  with  refpedl  to  fuch  Maxims  may  be  called 
their  Parliamentary  Duty. 

They  had  the  Misfortune  to  differ  from  fome  Gentlemen 
in  their  Sentiments,  and  they  had  the  Honefly  to  declare 
their  Sentiments  freely,  and  to  vote  accordingly  in  Parlia- 
nient;  foon  after  this  they  were  removed  from  every  Pofl 
they  had  in  the  Army,  without  any  Caufe  affigned  :  What 
can  the  World  think  of  fuch  Removals  ?  And  I  am  fure 
every  Gentleman  of  this  Houfe,  whobelicvesrthat  they  were 
removed  for  voting  in  Parliament  according  as  their  Con- 
science and  their  Honour  dired^ed  them,  muft.  join  with  me 
in  Opinion,  that  it  is  now  high  time  to  think  of  reducing 
our  Army,  and  of  putting  the  Military  Force  of  the  King- 
dom upon  fome  Footing  very  different  from  what  it  has 
been  upon  for  many  Years  part.  It  is  now  the  very  Begin- 
ning of  a  Seffion  :  If  we  now  rcfolve  upon  a  Redudlion, 
we  may  have  time  to  contrive  and  pafs  a  Bill  for  regulating 
our  Militia  fo  as  to  make  it  ufeful  ;  but  if  we  fhould  now 
rcfolve  upon  continuing  the  fame  Number  of  Regular  Forces, 
I  am  fure,  no  Gentleman  can  expeft  a  proper  Concurrence  or 
Affiltance  in  any  fuch  Defign,  and  therefore  I  am  fure  no 
Gentleman  will  venture  to  propofe  any  Schemes  for  that  Pur- 
pofe ;  for  many  Objeclions  may  be  made  againil  the  beft 
Scheme  that  can  be  propofed,  and  thofe  who  have  not  a 
Mind  to  agree  to  any  Scheme,  will  always  pretend  to  think 
the  Objcdions  unanfwcrable ;  fo  that  unlefi  the  Qucflion  for 
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a  Reduclion,  at  a  time  of  (o  profound  a  Tranquillity,  heap-  j^mo  lo.  Geo. 
proved  by  a  Majority  of  this  Houfe,  no  Man  can  expeft  the     If.  1736-7. 
^Approbation  of  the  Majority  to  any  Scheme  he  can  pro-  v/'Y'V^ 
pofe  ;  and  no  Man  will  chufe  to  propofe  a  Scheme  which  he 
is  fure  will  be  rejcdled. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  I  think  it  will  appear,  that 
the  Queilion  now  before  us  is  not.  Whether  by  keeping  up 
the  fame  Number  of  Forces,  we  fhall  continue  to  negleft 
our  Militia,  for  one  Year  longer  ?  But  whether  we  (hall 
continue  to  neg1e£t  it  for  ever  ?  This,  Sir,  is  truly  the 
Queftion  now  before  us;  and  I  leave  it  to  every  Gentleman 
who  has  a  Regard  for  the  Conflitution,  or  for  the  Liberties 
of  the  People,  or  for  the  Honour  and  Safety  of  his  native 
Country,  to  confider  what  may  be  the  Confequences  of  his 
agreeing  to  fuch  a  Queftion  ?  For  my  own  Part  I  have  done 
my  Duty;  and  if  Ilhould  fee  our  happy  Conflitution  over- 
turned, and  the  Liberties  of  the  People  deftroy'd ;  if  I 
Ihould  fee  our  Maritime  Cities  and  Towns  plundered,  and 
the  Honour  of  the  Nation  expofed  by  that  Spirit  of  Effe- 
minacy and  Cowardice  which  will  foon  prevail  among  all 
thofe  who  are  not  of  our  Army,  and  perhaps  at  laft  among 
them  likewife,  I  Ihall  at  leaft  have  this  Comfort  left,  that  I 
have  done  my  Duty  in  this  Houfe. 

The  Reply  was  by  Sir  R.  Walpole,  and  to  the  Effed  as  ^;>  Robert 
follows,  'uiz.  Walpele. 

S  I  R, 

I  (hould  be  extremely  glad  to  hear  a  Method  propofed  by 
which  we  could  provide  for  our  Safety  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  without  keeping  any  Troops  in  our  Pay;  but  the 
honourable  Gentlemen  who  now  feeni  to  befora  Redudlion, 
tho'  they  have  told  us  our  Neighbours  keep  up  their  Re- 
gular Troops  only  for  fupporting  their  Arbitrary  Power, 
and  tho*  they  have  talked  a  great  deal  of  the  Militia,  yet 
they  have  propofed  no  Scheme  for  making  the  Militia  of 
this  Kingdom  ufeful,  nor  have  they  fhewed  us  any  Method 
by  which  we  can  defend  ourfelves  againft  the  Regular 
Troops  kept  up  by  our  Neighbours,  unlefs  it  be  by  keeping 
up  feme  of  our  own.  What  Reafons  our  Neighbours  may 
have  for  keeping  up  fuch  large  Bodies  of  Regular  Troops  as 
they  do,  or,  whether  the  Militia  of  this  Country,  or  any 
Country,  may  be  fo  well  difciplined  as  to  be  made  equal  to 
Regular  Troops,  are  Queftions  which  I  do  not  think  very 
material  at  prefent ;  becaufe,  'tis  certain  every  one  of  our 
Neighbours  do  keep  up  large  Bodies  of  Regular  Troops, 
and  it  is  as  certain  that  our  Militia,  according  to  their  pre- 
fent Regulation,  would  be  of  no  Ufe  for  defending  us 
?gainft   fuch  Troops ;   therefore  till  our  Militia  are  made 

ufeful. 
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Anno  I©.  Geo.  uftful,  till  they  are  To  well  difciplined  as  to  be  able  to  defend 
11.  1736-7.  us  ngninll  Regular  Trcops,  we  can  put  no  Trult  in  them, 
we  inuft  keep  up  a  fufficicnt  Body  of  Regular  Forces ;  and 
as  foon  as  1  lee  iuch  a  Militia  in  this  Kingdom  as  may  be 
fafely  entrulled  with  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  I  fhall 
then  moll  readily  agree  to  the  Difb.inding  of  every  Regi- 
ment we  have  in  our  bervice,  but  that  1  am  afraid  will  not, 
at  leaft  for  fome  Year?,  be  the  Cafe. 

Give  me  leave  farther  to  fay,  that  tho'  I  wllh,  Sir, 
as  much  as  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  our  Militia  could 
be  made  as  good  as  Regular  Troops,  yet  in  my  Opinion,  the 
Thing  is  impofTible.  There  is  nothing,  I'm  afraid,  but 
Neceliity  or  Pay,  can  make  Men  beat  the  Trouble  and  Fa- 
tigue of  training  themfelves  up  to  the  Ul'e  of  Arms  and 
Military  Difcipline  ;  and  as  the  People  of  this  Nation  are 
rot  now  under  any  ISeceflity  of  fo  doing,  I  do  not  think 
you  can  ever  get  any  Number  of  them  to  fubmit  to  fuch 
Dilcipline,  unlefs  you  pay  them  for  the  Trouble  they  are 
at,  and  for  that  Part  of  their  I'ime  at  leafl  which  they  em- 
ploy in  that  V/ay.  By  Ntceirity  I  mean  that  natural  Ne- 
ceffity  which  Men  are  brought  under  by  the  Circumllances 
of  the  Country  they  live  in.  In  former  Ages  all  Europe 
was  divided  into  a  great  Number  of  little  States  or  Princi- 
palities, each  of  which  was  in  fome  manner  independent, 
and  therefore  they  were  often  mai-iing  Inroads  upon,  and 
plundering  one  another:  Many  of  thefe  little  Principalities 
were  often  united  under  one  King  or  Governor;  but  each 
of  them  had  fo  much  Power  within  himfelf,  and  was  fo  in- 
dependent of  the  chief  Governor,  that  they  were  very  te- 
nacious of  whatever  they  either  pretended  or  thought  to 
be  their  Right,  and  their  Qiiarrels  were  oftner  decided  by  the 
Sword  than  by  the  Laws  of  their  Country  :  This  laid  every 
Man  under  an  immediate  NecelTity  of  accufloming  himfelf 
to  the  Ufe  of  Arms  and  Military  Exercifes  ;  and  indeed 
mofl  of  them  neither  thought  of  nor  pradlifed  much  of  any 
other  Sort  of  Employment.  But  ever  fince  Ewcpe  has  been 
reduced  under  the  Dominion  of  a  few  powerful  Potentates, 
the  People  live  in  Security  ;  thofe  of  the  lame  Kingdom  or 
Stare  have  their  Differences  decided  by  the  Law,  and  the 
Differences  that  arile  between  two  great  Sovereign  States  are 
oftner  decided  by  Treaty  than  by  the  Si^'ord,  therefore 
the  Generality  of  the  People  in  each  State  being  free  from 
thofe  Apprebenfions  their  Ancefiors  were  perpetually  under, 
have  long  fmce  neglected  the  Ufe  of  Arms,  and  have  ap- 
plied themfelves  to  Arts  and  Induilry ;  but  this  general 
Negled  of  martial  Difcipline  has  made  it  necclikry  m  each 
Ceimtry  to  ke:p  -id  a  Ealy  of  Rejv^hr  Troop: ;  and  this  is 

the 
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:he  true  and  the  natural  Reafon   for  introducing  that  Caflom  Anno  lo.  Geo. 
in  very  Kingdom  and  State  now  in  Europe.     The  fupport-   H.  1736-". 
ing  of  Arbitrary  Power  cannot  be  the  Reafon  in  every  one   i/'"V'"X_/ 

of  them,  becaaie  Regular  Troops  are  kept  up  in  all  the  free 
States  of  Europe,  and  according  to  the  Exigencies  and  Power 
of  their  Government  in  as  great  Numbers  too  as  in  thofe 
where  Arbitrary  Power  has  been  eHabliihed. 

In  this  Country,  Sir,  the  People  live  in  the  fame,  or  ra- 
ther greater  Security  as  thofe  of  any  other  Country  in  Eu' 
rope,  and  for  the  fame  Reafon  the  Generality  of  them  have 
negledcd,  and  will  always  neg!e(5t  to  train  themfelves  up  to 
War.  They  are  now  under  no  natural  Neceffity  of  ftudy- 
ing  or  pradtifing  that  Art ;  and  if  you  fliould  pretend  to  lay 
them  under  a  legal  Neccfiity,  1  am  afraid  you  will  find  it 
impradlicable.  Such  a  Law,  or  fuck  a  Scheme,  may  appear 
extremely  eafy  in  Speculation,  but  I  am  convinced  when 
you  come  to  the  Execution,  at  this  time  you  would  meet  with 
infurmountable  Difhculties.  Let  us  confider.  Sir,  that  for 
keeping  the  Militia  always  well  difciplined,  you  mull  have 
them  out  at  leafl  twice  a  Week  to  learn  or  to  pradife  their 
Exerciles.  if  you  fhould  make  Sunday  one  of  the  Days, 
you  may  depend  on  it  many  of  the  Clergy,  of  allSedtsand 
Perfuafions,  would  look  upon  it  as  an  Incroachment  upon 
them,  and  would  therefore  preach  againft  it ;  from  whence 
many  of  your  People  would  rexufe  to  obey  fuch  a  Law  out 
of  a  Scruple  of  Confcience  ;  fo  that  we  might  perhaps  have 
Martyrs  for  keeping  holy  the  Lord's  Day,  which  might  ac 
laft  produce  a  religious  Civil  War  in  the  Kingdom.  Two 
Days  out  of  fix  is  what  no  labouring  Mancanfpare;  nay, 
even  one  Day  out  of  fix,  to  be  ipent  in  military  Exercile, 
without  any  Pay,  would  be  hard  upon  a  poor  labouring  Man 
who  had  a  Family  to  provide  for  :  It  would  be  a  Tax,  and  a 
fevere  Tax  too,  upon  every  labouring  Man,  and  every  Man 
of  Bufinefs  in  the  Kingdom.  Their  Time  is  their  Eftate, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  taking  one  iixth  Part  of  their 
Ellate  from  them,  whicli,  confidering  how  low  our  Efrates 
are  rated  to  the  Land  Tax,  would  be  near  equal  to  fix 
Shillings  in  the  Pound  upon  Land.  For  this  Reafon  all  the 
labcunng  Men,  and  all  the  Men  of  Bufinefs  in  the  King- 
dom, would  think  it  a  great  Grievance,  to  be  obliged  to 
fpend  one  Day  of  the  VV'eek,  bclides  Sunday,  at  their  Mi- 
litary Exercik's;  and  what  woula  our  i^anded  Gentlemen, 
and  our  rich  Merchants  and  Shop  keepers  thinlc,  what 
would  thofe  Gentlemen  of  this  Houie  who  now  feem  to  be 
fo  fond  of  a  welldifciplincd  Militia,  thiijk  of  being  obliged 
to  get  up  two  Days  of  the  Week,  at  five  or  fix  o'Clock  i.i 
the   Monung,   wet  or  dry,    to   take  a  MuHcct   upon   their 

Souldxrs, 
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Anno  to.  Geo.  Shoulders,  and  to  fpend  the  whole  Day  in  painful  Exercife 
II  I  ""6-7.     ^"'^  Fatigue?  It  would  therefore  I  believe  be  impoflible  to 
'  ^  oblige  all  the  Men  of  the  Kingdom  to  lift  themfelves  in  the 

Militia,  and  it  would  be  unjuft  to  oblige  a  few  only,  unlefs 
you  paid  them  for  that  extraordinary  Service, 

Gentlemen  may  talk,  Sir,  of  making  the  People  ufe  Mi- 
litary Exercifes  by  way  of  Diverfions ;  bu:  'tis  certain  the 
People  will  always  chufe  their  Diverfions  ;  if  you  eftablifh 
any  Diverfion  by  a  Law,  it  becomes  a  Duty,  and  ceafes  to  be 
Diverfion:  The  People  will  then  look  upon  it  as  a  Bufi- 
nefs,  and  a  very  troublefome  ufelefs  Bufmefs  too.  Befides, 
Sir,  no  Man  that  minds  his  real  Bufmefs  or  Occupation,  re- 
pairs to  any  Diverfion  till  his  Bufmefs  be  over,  therefore  no 
Man  has  any  fet  and  unalterable  Time  for  his  Diverfion; 
even  Sunday  itfelf  is  often  incroached  on,  when  neceffary 
Bufmefs  requires.  If  you  appointed  one  or  two  certain 
Days  every  Week  for  Military  Exercife,  which  would  be 
abfolutely  neceifary,  fuch  Appointment  would  often  interfere 
with  People's  other  Affairs,  with  thofe  Affairs  by  which 
they  are  to  get  their  Bread,  or  provide  for  their  Families ; 
and  if  you  ient  them  to  their  Officers  for  Leave  of  Abfence, 
the  obtaining  of  fuch  Leave  would  probably  become  a  Tax 
upon  every  Man  that  had  occafion  for  it,  and  the  Tax 
would  rife  in  proportion  to  his  Ability,  and  the  Urgency  of 
his  Bufmefs.  We  may  from  hence  fee,  it  is  impolfible  to 
eftablifh  Military  Exercife  as  a  Diverfion  :  Such  an  Attempt 
efpecialiy,  if  it  were  enforced  by  Law,  would  raife  a  moft  ge- 
neral Difcontent  and  Murmuring,  and  would  confequently 
expofe  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment  to  greater  Danger, 
than  it  can  ever  be  expofed  to  by  keeping  up  a  fmall  Regular 
Army,  and  leaving  the  reft  of  the  People  to  purfue  fome  in- 
duftrious  Art  or  Employment,  or  to  follow  fuch  lawful  Di- 
veifions  as  they  themfelves  fhall  chufe,  without  any  Let  or 
Difturbance. 

Therefore,  Sir,  while  we  are  furrounded  with  Neighbours 
who  keep  vaft  Armies  of  Regular  Troops  continually  on 
Foot,  I  muft  think  it  abfolutely  neceffary  for  us  to  keep 
up  fome  Regular  Troops  of  our  own,  for  defending  our 
Coafts  and  maritime  Cities  from  fecret  and  fudden  In- 
vafions,  and  confidering  the  Extenfivenefs  of  our  Sea 
Coaft,  and  the  prefent  unfettled  State  of  Affairs  in  £«• 
rope,  I  cannot  think  a  lefs  Number  fufRcient  than  that  we 
have  nov>'  on  Foot.  But,  Sir,  whatever  may  be  faid,  what- 
ever can  be  faid,  in  favour  of  a  well  difciplined  Militia,  can 
be  no  Argument  for  a  prefent  Reduftion  of  our  Regular 
Forces  ;  becaufe  no  Man  can  fay  our  Militia  is  now  under 
any  tolerable  Sort  of  Difcipline,  or  that  they  are  fuch  a  Mi- 
litary 
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iiury   Force   upon    which   our    Government  can  depend  Juno  \o  Geo, 
either  for  its  own  Support,  or  for  the  ProtedtioD  of  the  Peo-     H  1736  7. 
pie ;  and  I  maft  think  it  would  be  a  Sort  of  iVIadnefs  to  give    l/~S/''>^ 
up  that,  or  any  necefliiry  Part  of  that  upon  which  only  ws 
can  liow  depend  for  our  Safety  and  Protection,    till  v.'c  have 
provided  fomethmg  in  its  ilead,    upon  which  we  may  with 
iome  Reafon  depend  for  our  Security,  at  leaft  againft  foreign 
Invalions. 

The  next  who  fpoke  on  the  fame  Side  was  the  Honourable  }Jenry  Pel- 
Henry  Pelham,  Elq.  ham,  Efq% 
Sir, 

My  Honourable  Friend  who  ilts  near  me  has  fo  fully  an- 
fv/ered  the  Gentleman  who  fpoke  againlt  the  Motion,  that 
I  believe  every  Gentleman  ^ere  is  convinced,  that  there  is 
an  abfolute  Nec-iTity  of  our  keeping  up  a  Number  of  Re- 
gu'ar  Forces  in  this  Nation.  But,  Gentlemen,  give  me 
leave  to  take  Notice  of  two  or  three  Things  that  were 
thrown  out  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman  over  the 
Way. 

The  Honourable  Gentleman,  Sir,  feemed  to  be  vzry  ap- 
prehenlive  of  the  EfFefts  which  the  Army  may  have  upon 
the  Courage  and  Morals  of  the  Subjeds.  For  my  Part, 
I  am  lb  far  from  being  of  Opinion,  our  Regular.  Army  tends 
to  deprefs'the  natural  Courage  or  the  Spirit  of  the  relt  of 
our  Subjects,  that  I  am  convinced  a  Regular  Army  of  Na- 
tives, well  cloathed,  well  paid,  and  kept  under  an  exaft 
Difcipline,  will  in  every  County  tend  to  raile  the  Spirit  of 
the  People,  and  to  make  their  Men  in  general  affedl  to  imi- 
tate that  Courage,  that  Regularity  of  Manners,  and  that 
Difcipline,  by  which  they  fee  fo  many  of  their  Countrymen, 
perhaps  their  Relations,  rife  to  Honour  and  Preferment; 
for  if  an  Army  be  kept  under  proper  Difcipline,  and  Pre- 
ferments jultly  difpofed  of,  a  regular  and  virtuous  Behaviour 
in  private  Life,  as  well  as  an  exact  Performance  of  his  Duty 
as  a  Soldier,  will  always  be  made  neceflfary  for  in.itling  a 
Man  to  Preferment  in  the  Army;  and  if  the  Yojth  and 
High-metaii'd  of  every  Country  are  apt  to  keep  Company 
with,  and  imitate  the  Soldiers,  an  Army,  under  a  right  Go- 
vernment, will  always  be  of  greater  ufe  towards  eilaoliihing 
Virtue  and  Morality  among  the  People  in  general,  than 
any  other  Sett  of  IVlen,  not  excepting  even  the  Clergy,  can 
be.  Indeed,  if  your  Government  be  in  vicious  Hands,  \i. 
Favours  and  Preferments  in  the  Army  bedillributed  only  to 
tne  Lewd,  the  Debauched,  and  the  Profligate,  your  Army, 
l;ke  every  other  Sett  of  ivf  en  who  depend  upon  fuch  a  Go- 
vernment, Will  contribute  towards  corrupting  ihe  Morals  ot 
|he  People,  and  under  fuch  a  Governmxnt  the  MiliJa  wou  d 
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'Anno  lo. Geo.  do  the  fame;  for  Preferment  in  the  Militia,  as  well  as  xA 
11.1736-7.     the  Army,  muftalways  depend  upon  the  Government. 
»^"*^">^^        Liberty,  Sir,  does  not  depend,  it  never  did  depend  upon 
the  Government's  having   or  not    having  a  Regular  Army 
in  their  Pay.     The  Liberties  of  a  People  mult  always  de- 
pend upon  their  Virtue.     The  Armies  of  a  virtuous  Peo- 
ple will  protect  their  Liberties  j    and  a  luxurious,  vicious 
People  will  fell  them  to  the  firft   Purchafer,   whether  they 
have   a  Standing-Army    or  no.     The  Romans  had    great 
Standing-Armies  long  before  they  loll  their  Liberties,  and 
when  they  did  lofe  them.  Sir,  the  Standing  Army  was  on 
the  Side  of  Liberty,   at  leaft  on  that  Side  that  had  the 
greateft  Shew  of  it.     We  have  now  feveral   free  States  in 
Europe  who  keep  up,  who   have  long  kept   up  numerous 
Standing-Armies.     In  Holland,  in  Venice,   in  Poland,    they 
keep  up  Standing-Armies,  without  thinking  their  Liberties 
can  from  thence  be  in  any  Danger.    In  Su-eden  it  was  their 
Army  that  reftored  their  Liberties ;  and  in  this  Country  it 
was  our  Army  that  reilored  our  Liberties  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  IL  and  it  was  our  Army  that  preferved  them 
in  the  Reign  of  his  Brother  King  James.     In  all  Countries 
the  Army  will  follow  the  general  Bent  of  the  People  from 
whence  they  are  drawn,  and   if  the  general  Bent   of  the 
People  be  towards  Slavery,  they  will  do  as  they  did  fome 
time  fince  in  Denmark,  they  will  make  a  free  Gift  of  their 
Liberties :  Then,   indeed,  an  Army  may  be  fo  modeli'd, 
as  to  prevent  the  People's  refuming  the  Grant  they  have 
made ;  but  fuch  an  Army  mull  not  be  an  Army  like  ours, 
it  mull  not  bean  Army  whofe  very  Exillence  depends  upon 
the  annual  Confent  of  the  People,  and   whofe  Pay  depends 
upon  the  Grants  annually  made  by  a  Parliament  tenacious 
of  their  own  and  the  Nation's  Rights.     In  this  Country  I 
hope  the  general  Bent  of  the  People  is  no  way  inclined  to- 
wards Slavery:  I  am  fure  fome  Gentlemen  have  loll  a  great 
deal  of  Pains  if  it  is.    And  if  there   be  a  Spirit  of  Virtue 
and  Liberty  among  the  People,  the  fame  Spirit  mull  prevail 
in  our  Army,  which  is  drawn  from  the  People,  and  com- 
manded  by  fome  of  thebeflof  the  People;  therefore  it  can 
never  be  fuppofed  our  Army  will  countenance  or  fupport  any 
Meaiures  that   may  tend    towards    eitablilhing    Arbitrary 
Power. 

As  to  what  has  been  infinuated  as  if  Soldiers  were  no 
better  than  the  Slaves  of  Power,  whatever  it  may  be  in  other 
Countries,  the  Soldiers  of  our  Army,  Sir,  are  as  free  as  any 
other  of  our  Subjeds.  They  are  governed  by  the  Laws  of 
the  Kingdom,  as  all  other  Subjefts  are.  There  is,  'tis  true, 
one  Law  which  relates  particularly  to  them  ;  but  that  Law 
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is  fixed  and  certain,  and  publickly  known;  a  Soldier  from  ^f^„Q  j^  q^^-^ 
thence  knows  his  Duty,  and  if  he  behaves  like  a  good  Sub-    jj   1-^26-7 
jed,  and  does  his  Duty  as  a  Soldier,  he  can  be  fubjefled  to  yy^f-^/t 
no  Punilhment ;    he  is  not  under  the  Arbitrary    Will  and  ^"^ 

Pleafure  of  any  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  no  not  even  of  the 
King  himfelf.  Our  Soldiers  are  not,  nor  can  they  fuppofe 
themfelves  a  Body  of  Men  different  from  the  reft  of  the 
People,  on  account  ©f  their  being  fubjeft  to  a  Law  which 
relates  to  them  only.  Every  Corporation,  every  Society, 
almoft  every  Sort  of  Tradefmen  in  the  Kingdom,  have  the 
fame  Reafon  to  think  themfelves  a  Body  of  Men  different 
from  the  reft  of  the  People ;  for  every  one  of  them  are 
fubjeft  to  fome  Laws  which  relate  only  to  the  particular 
Corporation  or  Society  of  which  they  are  Members,  or  to 
the  particular  Trade  or  Profeffion  they  are  of.  Our  Militia 
are  in  the  fame  Circumftances ;  they  are  already  fubjed  to 
a  Law  which  relates  to  them  only  ;  and  whatever  new  Laws 
you  may  make  for  regulating  our  Militia,  I  hope  you  would 
not  take  the  Command  or  the  Power  over  them  out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Crown  ;  for  fuch  a  Regulation,  as  it  happened 
to  be  once  before,  I  fhould  look  on  as  a  total  Subverfion  of 
our  prefent  happy  Conftitution.  I  can  therefore  fee  no 
Reafon  why  we  fhould  think  our  Liberties  in  greater  Dan- 
ger from  a  Standing  Regular  Army  than  from  a  well  dif- 
ciplined  Militia :  I  am  fure  it  is  as  much  the  Intereft  both 
of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  our  Army  to  preferve  our 
Conftitution,  as  it  can  be  of  any  Sett  of  Men  in  the  King- 
dom, The  Behaviour  of  the  Army  under  Oli'ver  Crotnvjel 
can  be  no  Argument  againft  our  prefent  Army  :  Our  Con- 
ftitution was  then  overtuned  ;  a  Sett  of  Men  who  had  got 
into  this  Houfe,  had  murdered  their  King,  had  annihilated 
the  other  Houfe,  had  excluded  even  from  this  Houfe  every 
Man  who  would  not  join  with  them  in  all  their  Meafures, 
and  by  thefe  Means  had  affumed  to  themfelves  an  Arbitrary 
Power :  In  fuch  Circumftances  the  Officers  of  the  Army 
thought  they  had  as  good  a  Title  to  take  the  Government 
of  the  Nation  to  themfelves,  as  to  leave  both  the  Nation 
and  themfelves  under  the  abfolute  Power  of  any  Sett  of 
private  Men  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  what  was  the  Confe- 
quence  ?  That  very  Army,  as  foon  as  they  could  find  an 
Opportunity,  reftored  our  Conftitution. 

Arts  and  Sciences,  Sir,  are  the  certain  Prcdudl  of  Liberty 
and  Security ;  and  Ignorance  and  Idlenefs  are  as  certainly 
the  Produft  of  Slavery  or  a  State  of  War.  The  Security 
of  the  People  being  once  eftabliftied,  it  may  for  fome  Time 
be  preferved  without  any  Regular  Troops  ;  but  Security 
makes  them  ncgleft  to  train  themfelves  up  to  the  Art  of 
L  1  z  War, 
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Anna  i©.  Geo.  War,  nnd  then  a  Standing  Army  becomes  necefTary  for  their 
jj_  j_,^  __  Defence;  efpecialiy  if  their  Neighbours  are  provided  with 
great  Numbers  of  Regular  Troops.  This  is  the  natural 
Courfe  of  Things ;  it  is,  I  believe,  impofliblc  to  alter  it  by 
any  Regulation.  Tlie  Security  of  the  People  of  this 
Kingdom  was  eftabliflicd,  and  Arts  and  Sciences  began  to 
flourifh,  before  we  had  any  Standing  Army  ;  but  a  total 
IS'egledl  of  Military  Difcipline  wa^  not  then  fo  general  as 
it  IS  now,  nor  were  our  Neighbours  provided  with  fuch  nu- 
me^^OLis  Bodies  of  Regular  Forces  ;  therefove  it  might  then 
be  pjiTible  to  preferve  the  Security  of  the  People  without  a 
St^.  ding-Army,  and  yet  nowtheCafe  may  be,  and  [  think 
]£,  quite  otnerwife.  Our  Neighbours  are  fully  f<  naole  of 
the  great  Negleft  of  Arms  and  Military  Difcipline  among 
the  Generality  of  the  People  of  this  Kingdom  :  They  know 
how  much  fuperior  their  Regular  Troops  are  to  your  Mi- 
litia ;  and  if  you  had  no  Standing  Army  they  would  be  ready 
to  infult  you,  to  invade  you,  upon  every  Occafion  ;  there- 
fore to  pro;edt  the  People  againfl  foreign  Jnvnfions,  a  fmall 
Number  of  Regular  Forces  is  abiolucely  neceflary,and  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  lefs  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

Then,  Sir,  with  refpeft  to  Inlurreftions  and  civil  Com., 
motions,  we  may  know  from  Experience,  and  from  late  Ex- 
perience too,  how  ready  a  fr.£lious  Party  are  to  fly  to  Arms, 
tho'  they  are  certain  of  the  Majority  of  the  People's  being 
againft  them  ;  for  the  Battle  is  not  always  to  t;.e  Strong, 
nor  is  Victory  chained  to  the  moft  numerous  Army.  In. 
the  late  Rebellion,  I  hope  it  will  rot  be  faid  the  Majority 
of  the  People  were  on  the  Side  of  the  Rebels,  and  much 
lefs  can  it  be  faid  the  Majority  of  the  People'  had  any  In- 
clination or  Occafion  to  fly  to  Anns  for  their  Rciief  or 
Prefervation  ;  yet  that  Fadion  flew  to  Arms  witl;out  any 
juft  Provocation,  depending  for  Succefs  upon  the  fmail 
Number  of  Regular  Troops  we  had  then  in  our  Pay  ;  and 
if  it  had  not  been  for  that  Number  of  Regular  Troops, 
fmall  as  it  was,  thofe  fadious  Rebels  might  probably  have 
overturned  oar  Government,  and  with  it,  our  Liberties. 
The  Cafe  wHl  always  be  the  fame,  Sir,  when  you  reduce 
your  Army  too  low,  loqie  Fadion  or  another  will  ily  to  Arms, 
and  in  thefe  feveral  bloody  Contefts,  our  Conliitution  and 
Liberties  will  probably  at  lall  be  made  a  Sacrifice  ;  for  tho' 
a  State  of  perpetual  Difcord  and  Civil  War  may  perhaps 
be  better  than  a  State  of  abjtd  Slavery  ;  yet  we  find  in  moft 
Countries  the  People  have  at  lall  choie  to  iubmit  to  Arbi- 
trary Power,  rather  then  to  continue  under,  or  renew  the 
Miieriei  of  a  Civil  War.  Queen  FJiz-iheto,  'tis  true,  had 
IjreatReafon  to  dread  Infurredions  and  Convulfions  at  the 

Beginning 


(  26g  ) 

Beginning  of  her  Reign.  She  altered  the  Religion  {he  Anno  lo.  Ceo, 
found  by  Law  eftabliflied,  and  fhe  had  a  Pretender  to  her  II.1736  7. 
Crown  of  that  very  Religion  ;  but  the  Religion  which  was  v>'~Y'^\i 
then  ellablifhed  by  Law,  was  far  from  being  eflablifhed  in 
the  Hearts  of  the  Majority  of  her  People ;  and  her  Elk- 
blifning  by  a  new  Law  that  Religion  which  was  before 
eihblilhed  in  their  Hearts,  gained  her  not  only  the  Hearts, 
the  Hands,  and  the  Purfes,  of  the  Majority  of  her  People, 
but  proved  her  great  and  her  chief  Security  againll  the  Pre- 
tender to  her  Crown.  This  fecured  the  Peace  of  the 
Nation  at  Home,  and  none  of  her  Neighbours  having  therj 
any  great  Number  of  Regular  Forces  in  their  Pay,  it  was 
not  neceflary  for  her  to  keep  up  a  Standing-Army,  for  fe- 
curing  her  People  againft  foreign  Invafions.  His  prefent 
Majeity  will  I  hope  upon  every  Occafion  find  he  has  the 
Hearts,  the  Hands,  and  the  Purfes  of  the  Majority  of  the 
People  at  his  Command  ;  I  am  fure  he  has  thro'  his  whole 
Reign  highly  deferved  it ;  but  it  cannot  be  faid  that  our  Mi- 
litia are  now  fo  good  as  they  were  in  Queen  Eliz^bdlji 
Time,  nor  the  Proteftants  now  fo  much  united  amongll 
themfelves,  or  fo  zealous  in  the  Defence  of  theirReligion ; 
and  as  everyone  of  our  Neighbours  now  keep  in  continual 
Pay  vaft  Armies  of  Regular  Troops,  it  may  now  be  abfo- 
lutely  neceiTary  for  us  to  keep  up  a  Standing-Army,  tho'  it 
did  iiot  appear  to  be  fo  in  the  Reign  of  Qv.een  Fli-z.abeth. 

X  {hall  not  fay,  Sir,  that  all  the  j  aalitej  are  for  Arbitrary 
Power  ;  but  I  am  fure  the  Confequence  of  their  fucceeding 
in  their  Scheme  would  be  the  Elfabli{hment  of  it;  and  as 
for  the  PapifiS,  if  they  under{iand  the  Religion  they  pro- 
fefs,  they  mult  be  for  Arbitrary  Power;  for  their  Religion 
can  be  fupported  by  nothing  but  Ignorance  or  Arbitrary 
Power  :  In  former  Ages  it  was  fupported  by  Ignorance,  and 
Kow  that  Veil  is  pretty  well  removed,  it  can  be  fupported 
by  nothing  but  Inquifitions  and  Arbitrary  Rule ;  we  may 
therefore  iuppofe,  if  the  P^/iy?j  amonglf  us  fhould  ever  get 
the  Government  into  their  Hands,  they  would  ellablifh  a  de- 
Ipotic  Sway,  in  order  to  reiiore  and  fupport  the  Reli'^ion 
they  profefs.  As  for  Miniliers  and  their  Creatures,  1  do 
no:  know  but  many  of  them  may  have  an  Itch  for  Arbitrary 
Power  ;  but  they  are  not  the  only  Perfons  infeftcd  v.ith  that 
Difeafe  :  It  is  a  Difeafe  incident  to  other  Men,  I'm  afraid 
to  moft  Men,  as  well  as  to  Minillers  ;  and  we  know  by  Ex- 
perience, in  this  Country  as  well  as  in  others,  that  Miiiilicrs 
iiave  been  oppofed,  have  been  hanged  or  beheaded,  under  a 
Pretence  of  their  endeavouring  to  ufurp  Arbitrary  Power, 
by  Men  who  have  committed  diat  \'try  Crime  zu  icon  as 
they  found  an  OpportunJiy, 
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\Amio  10.  Geo.  I  believe,  Sir,  it  cannot  be  faid  our  Soldiers  are  the 
II.  1736-7.  moft  abandoned  Sett  of  Men  in  the  Kingdam.  I  could 
y^^y^sf"^.  tiame  fome  other  Setts  of  Men  that  do  more  Mifchief  by 
their  Example.  Some  of  the  abandoned,  do  infinitely 
more.  Soldiers  may  be  lewd,  profligate  Wretches,  but  where 
there  is  one  io,  I  hope,  there  are  at  leaft  ten  otherwife  ; 
and  the  Example  of  ten  will  always  have  a  greater  Effeft 
than  the  Example  of  one.  But  if  the  Majority  of  the 
Army  were  fuppofed  to  be  fuch  Wretches,  it  could  be  no 
Argument  for  difbanding  them  ;  it  would  only  be  an  Argu- 
ment for  taking  fome  Method  to  put  them  under  a  better 
and  ftrifter  Government ;  for  'tis  certain  the  Military  Law 
may  be  made  much  ftrider  and  more  fevere  than  the  Com- 
mon Law  can  be  made  ;  therefore  the  Army  may  be  made 
to  promote  Virtue  by  its  Example ;  and  if  any  Sett  of 
Rogues  fhould  venture  to  oppofe  the  Civil  Power  with  Force 
of  Arms,  furely  a  few  Regular  Troops  would  be  of  great 
Ufe  for  fupprefling  fuch  a  Gang.  From  what  happens 
while  we  have  an  Army,  we  are  not  to  judge  of  what  may 
happen  while  we  have  none,  or  but  a  fmall  one ;  none  but 
Smugglers  have  lately  dared  to  oppofe  the  Civil  Power 
with  Force  of  Arms ;  but  if  we  had  few  or  no  Regular 
Troops,  I  make  no  Queflion  but  other  Rogues,  even  Houfe- 
breakers  and  Highwaymen,  would  follow  the  Example  of 
the  Smugglers :  While  we  have  a  fufficient  Number  of  Re- 
gular Troops,  no  Sett  of  Rogues  dare  venture  upon  any 
luch  thing  ;  if  they  did,  I  hope  no  Gentleman  of  the 
Army  would  think  it  beneath  him,  to  march  againft  thofe 
who  appear  in  Arms  againft  their  Country. 

I  muft  fay.  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  hear  any  Gentleman  of 
this  Houfe  make  the  moft  diftant  Infinuation  in  Favour  of 
Mobs  and  Tumults.  If  any  Magiftrate  fhould  opprefs  or 
injure  the  People,  they  may  have  recourfe  to,  and  will  be 
relieved  by,  the  Laws  of  their  Country.  To  feek  for  Re- 
drefsin  a  mobbifh  tumultuous  Way  is  certainly  illegal,  and 
is  often  attended  with  Mifchief  to  the  Innocent  as  well  as 
the  Guilty.  Rogues  generally  take  the  Opportunity  of 
fuch  public  Calamities  to  plunder  without  Diftindion ;  and 
the  Malicious  take  Occafion  to  fatisfy  their  own  private 
Malice  and  Revenge :  It  ought  therefore  to  be  the  chief 
Care  of  every  Government  to  prevent  Mobs,  or  fupprefs 
them  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  and  no  Method  can  be  fo  effedual, 
as  to  have  a  few  Regular  Troops  ready  to  obey  the  Call  of 
the  Civil  Magiftrate  upon  fuch  Occafions ;  but  you  cannot 
have  a  few  Regular  Troops  in  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom 
ready  to  anfwer  the  Call  of  the  Civil  Magiftrate,  if  you 
reduce  any  Part  of  the  Number  you  have  at  prefen:  on  Foot. 
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Sir,  the  Refpe£l  andEfteem  we  have  among  Foreigners  Jmo  lo.  Gei. 
^3oes  not  depend  upon  our  Regular  Troops  only,  it  depends   II.  1736-7. 
likewife  upon  our  Navy,  and  the  great  Number  of  Regular  V,,^SrNw/i 
Troops  they  know  we  could  have,  and  could  maintain,  in 
cafe  they  fhould  provoke  us  to  War  ;  for  this  Reafon  we 
are  juftly  more  refpefted  and  more  feared  than  fome  other 
States  who  keep  in  continual  Pay  as  many  Troops  as  we 
do ;  becaufe  they  keep  up  in  Time  of  Peace  as  many  as  they 
could  have  or  maintain  in  cafe  of  War ;  and  have  no  fuch 
Navy  either  to  proteft  their  own  Coafts,  or  to  infeft  thofe  of 
their  Enemy.     But,  furely,  we  are  more  to  be  dreaded  by 
our  Neighbours,  when  they  know  we  can  immediately,  upon 
a  Rupture,  fend  out  a  fuperior  Fleet,  with  an  Army  of  5  or 
6000  Regular  Troops  on  board,  to  plunder  and  lay  wafle 
their  Country,  perhaps  for  feveral  Miles  up  from  their  Sea- 
Coaft,  than  we  Ihould  be,  if  they  knew  we  could  fend  no- 
thing but  a  Fleet  againft  them,  which  could  only  bombard 
fome  few  of  their  Sea-Port  Towns :  And  while  we  have  fuch 
an  Army  as  we  have  at  prelent,  they  cannot  propofe  to  do  us 
fo  much  Mifchief  upon  a  Rupture,  by  landing  fmall  Parties 
here  and  there  in  the  Ifland,  as  they  could  propofe  to  do,  if 
we  had  no  Regular  Troops,  or  a  lefs  Number  of  Regular 
Troops,  to  oppofe  the  Landing  of  fuch  Parties,  or  to  inter- 
cept them  in  their  Return  to  their  Ships. 

'Tis  true.  Sir,  we  cannot  have  a  great  Body  of  Regular 
Troops  in  every  Part  of  that  Ifland  where  an  Enemy  might 
land  ;  but  the  fmall  Body  of  Troops  we  have  may  be  can- 
toned fo  as  to  have  at  leaft  a  Regiment  at  or  very  near  every 
Place  where  an  Enemy  could  expedl  any  Plunder  worth  their 
while ;  and  one  Regiment,  with  the  AiTiHance  they  would 
upon  fuch  an  Occafion  get  from  the  Country  People,  would 
be  fufRcient  to  oppofe  the  Landing  of  a  very  large  Party,  or 
at  leall  to  flop  their  Progrefs ;  for  one  Regiment  of  Regular 
Troops  would  add  greatly  to  the  Spirit  even  of  our  Militia, 
and  would  encourage  them  to  take  Arms  for  the  Defence  of 
their  Property.     Bat  fuppofing  the  Army  we  have  at  prefenc 
not  fufficicnt  for  guarding  all  oar  Maritime  Counties,  it  may 
be  an  Argument  for  putting  our  Militia  on  a  better  Footing  ; 
but  till  that  is  done,  it  is  an  Argument  for  increafing  rather 
than  for  diminifhing  the  Number  of  Forces  we  have  now  oa 
Foot.     And  while  our  Army  confifts  of  natural-born  Sub- 
jeds  of  Great  Britain,  no  Foreigner  can,  from  our  keeping  a 
few  Regular  Forces  in  Pay,   luppofe  our  Governmepc     oes 
not  enjoy  the  AfFcftions  and    Eiteem  01  their  own  Vco^Ae : 
A  mercenary   Aimyo.   forcigiicr-  kept  up  in  the  Kingdom 
might  give  Occafion  for  fuch  vVjp^    lition  ;  but  an  Army  of 
Subjeds  will  always  ue  li,*,blc  to  tl's  fame  Afic6lions  with 
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Anmxo.Qeo.  the  red  of  the  People,  and  will  tiicrefore  always  be  a  ■  cry 
II. 1736-7.     improper  Inftrument  for  fupporting  a  hateful   Govcrnmenc, 
or  tor  keeping  a  dilafFedtd  People  in  Obedience. 

Every  Convenience  in  this  Life,  Sir,  mull  be  attended  with 
fome  Inconveniencies ;  the  Inconveniencies  attending  our 
keeping  up  lo  fmaW  a  Number  of  Regular  Forces  are  io 
few  and  fofmalla  Confideration,  it  may  be  properly  enough 
faid  we  have  felt  no  Inconveniencies  from  our  Army  ;  the 
Meaning  of  which  is,  we  have  felt  no  fuch  Inconveniencies 
as  ought  to  be  regarded.  If  we  had  never  fince  the  Peace 
kept  up  above  one  Half  of  what  we  do  at  prefent,  the  Saving 
that  way  would  have  paid  no  confiderable  Part  of  our  Debt, 
and  therefore  could  not  have  freed  us  from  any  of  our  Taxes  ; 
and  the  Quartering  of  Soldiers  is  fo  far  from  being  thought 
an  Inconvenience  or  Expence  to  any  County  or  City  in  ge- 
neral, that  moll  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  aredefirous  of  hsving 
Soldiers  among  them  ;  becaufe  it  confumes  a  Part  of  their 
fpare  Provifions,  and  can  be  no  Burden  or  Inconvenience  to 
any  but  thofe  who  keep  public  Houfes,  mod  of  whom  get 
more  by  what  the  Soldiers  fpend  in  their  Houfes,  than  the 
Expence  of  their  Quarters  can  amount  to.  As  for  the  In- 
folence  or  rude  Behaviour  of  the  Soldiers,  if  any  fuch  Thing 
happens,  which  I  am  convinced  feldomdocs,  the  Landlord 
is  fure  of  getting  Juilice  done  him  in  the  mod  fummary 
Way,  by  a  Complaint  to  the  commanding  Officer  ;  and  if 
he  fhould  fail  of  it  in  that  Way,  he  may  get  Redrefs  by 
complaining  to  a  Juilice  of  Peace;  or  for  any  Aflault,  Bat- 
tery, or  the  like  Miiclemeanour,  he  may  have  an  Afcion  or 
IndiAment  at  Common  Law  againfl  a  Soldier,  as  well  as 
ag'iinft  any  other  Alan  in  the  Kingdom.  And  as  for  our 
Liberties,  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  our  Soldiers  fliould  not 
be  as  careful  of  them  as  any  other  Sett  of  Men  in  the  King- 
dom ;  for  very  few  of  the  Officers,  and  none  of  the  Soldiers, 
can  propofe  to  better  their  Condition,  but  mult  necelTarily 
make  it  a  great  deal  worfc,  by  fubjeding  themfelves  and 
their  Country  to  Arbitrary  Sway. 

Now,  Sir,  with  refpecl  to  the  prefent  Situation  of  our 
Affairs  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  and  the  Reafons  that 
may  from  thence  be  drawn  for  keeping  the  fame  Number 
of  Forces  Ih  our  Pay,  at  leall  for  this  cnfuing  Year;  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  Effed  of  our  late  Meafures,  'tis 
certain,  that  if  the  late  Peace  between  the  EKperor  and 
Fra?tce  be  not  fuch  a  one  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  is  fo  far  from  be» 
ing  an  Argument  for  reducing  our  Army,  that  it  is  a  llrong 
Argun)ent  for  increafing  it ;  for  if  by  that  Peace  the  Em- 
fe'or  and  France  entered  into  any  Concert  for  prefcribing 
Laws  iio  the  reil  of  Europe,  or  for  incroaching  upon  any 
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of  their  Neighbours,  now  is  the  proper  Time  for  break-  A7ino  lo.  Geo 

ing  that  Concert,  either  by  Force  or  by  Treaty,  becaufe    II.  1736-7. 

the  Emperor  is  not  now  in  a  Condition  to  perform  his  Part  V,,j/'"Y''^^^ 

of  th:ic  Concert,  or  at  lead  not  in  fuch  a  Condition  as  he  will 

be,  after  he  has  brought  the  Turks  to  fubmit  to  what  Terms 

he  fhall  pleafe  to  impoie.     If  immediate  Force  fliould    be 

found  neceuiiry,  we  mull  greatly  increafe  cur  Army  ;  and   if 

it  fhould    be   propoieJ  to  be  done  by  Treaty,  by  reducing 

anv  Part  of  our  Forces,  we  fhall  derogate  from  the  Weigh: 

we  may  have  in  any  Treaty  to  be  fet  on  Foot  for  chat  Pur- 

pofe.     But  if  there  is  realty  no  fuch    Concert   between  the 

Emperor  and  France,  as  I  belie\'e  there  is  not,  have  we  no: 

iome  Reafon  to  apprehend  that  France  and  her  Allies  will 

lay  hold  ®f  the  prefent  Opportunity  for  gaining  fome  new 

Advantage,  or  for  making  fome  new  Conquell,    from  the 

Emperor,  or  from  fome  of  his    Allies  ?  And  while  we  are 

under  fuch   reafonable    Apprehenfions,  can  it  be   faid    the 

prefent  is  a  proper  Time  for  us  to  reduce  our  Army  ? 

Wc  are  not,  'tis  true.  Sir,  to  keep  a  Land  Army  for  the 
Defence  of  our  Allies,  nor  do  any  of  them  defire  ws 
Ihould  :  They  are  all  of  them  at  vaft  Expence  in  keeping 
up  numerous  Land  Armies,  and  fortifying  and  keeping  ia 
Repair  their  Frontier  Towns,  in  order  to  provide  for  their 
own  Defence ;  but  we  Hand  engaged  by  Treaty  to  farnifli 
fome  of  them  'vith  a  Body  of  Regular  Troops  as  foon  as 
they  (hall  be  attacked,  and  this  Engagement  we  could  not 
perform,  it  We  fhou'd  reduce  our  Army  to  a  lefs  Number 
than  it  confilfs  of  at  prefent.  1  {hall  likewife  ad.mit  that 
we  might  in  a  Year  or  two  appear  with  great  Arm-ies  in  the 
Field,  tho'  we  had  not  near  fo  many  Regular  Troops  in 
our  Pay  as  we  have  at  prefent  j  but  in  that  Time  fome  of 
our  Allies  might  be  reduced  to  the  laft  Extrem.ity,  and  per- 
haps obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  Peace  on  any  Terms.  We  all 
know  how  cafily  and  how  foon  France  reduced  the  whole 
Kingdom  oi  Spain  after  tf.e  Death  of  their  lalt  King  5 
which  could  not  liave  been  done,  if  we  had  been  ready  to 
have  fent  a  great  Number  ot  Regular  Troops  to  the  Affiil- 
ance  of  the  Party  we  liad  then  in  that  Kingdom  :  By  this 
Means  the  following  War  became  much  more  heavy  and 
expenfive  than  it  would  otherwne  have  been  ;  fo  lliat  wc 
paid  (everely  for  the  little  Frugality  we  made  nfc  of  in  re- 
ducing our  Troops  after  the  Treaty  of  Ryf^jj-ck  ;  and  if  ever 
fich  a  War  breaks  out  again,  the  Confcqat-nce  vv:!!  b--;  ihe 
i  ime,  if  we  fhould  render  ourfelves  ur.a'o'e  to  ainit  our 
Friends  with  a  large  Body  of  Troops,  at  the  vcvy  iiegia- 
rj'ng  of  the  War, 

Vol.  IV.  M  m  Thn:, 
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Jnno  lo.  Geo.       Thus,  Sir,  I  think  it  muli  appear  that  from  the  prefent 
II.  1756  7,     Situation  of  our  Affairs  Abroad,   no  Reafon  can   be  drawn 
y'>y^\i   for  'in  immediate  Reduclion  ;  and  from  the  prefent  Situation 
of  our  Affairs  at  flome,  there  is  I  am  fure  as  little  Reafon 
for  a  Reduclion  ;  for  let  the  national  Difcontents   at  prefent 
proceed  from  what  they  will,  when  thofe  Difcontents  are 
come  io  great  a  Length  as  to  break  out  in  Mobs  and  Tu- 
mults  in  feveral   Places  of  the  Kingdom,  it  is  not  lurely  a 
proper  Time  to  make  a  great   Redudlion  of  our  Army.     I 
am  as  forry  as  any  Gentleman  can  be,   to  find   fo  many  of 
■  our  People  uneafy  and  difcontented;  and  I  muft  be  the  more 
forry,  becaule  I  am  certain   they   never  had  lefs  Occafion. 
It  is  not  the  Debt  we  ewe,  it  is  not  the  Taxes  we  pay,  nor 
the  Continuance  of  thofe  Taxes,  that  are  the  true  Caufesof 
cur  prefent  Difcontents.     The  Debt  we  owe  was  contracted 
for  preferving  our   Religion,  our  Liberties,  our  Properties, 
and  every  Thing  that  can  be  dear  to  a  People.     Our  Taxes 
inulf  be  continued  till  that  Debt  is  paid,  and  our  immediate 
Prefervation  mult  in  the  mean  Time  be  taken  care  of.     For 
this  Purpofe  no  Expences  have  been  incurred,  but  what  the 
Wiidom  of  the  Nation  hath  thought  abfolutely    neceffary, 
nor  any  Taxes  impofed  or  continued  but  fuch  as  are  the  leaA 
burdenfome  to  the  People.      We   muft  therefore  look  fome 
where  elle  for  the  Caule  of  our  prefent  Uneafinefs,  and  'tis 
well   known  where  we  ought  to  look  for  it.     There  is  a 
Party  amongfl;  us  who  have  been  labouring  for  many  Years 
to  overturn  our  prefent  happy  Ellablifiiment  ;  they  can  ap- 
prove  of  no  Debt    that    has  been  contrafled,   nor  of  any 
Taxes  that  have  been  or  fhali  be  impofed  for  the  Support  of 
that  EilablifD.ment  they  are  labouring  to  deilroy  :  By  Means 
of  the  Scribblers  and  other  Tools  they  imploy,  they  have 
perfuaded   Alultitudes  of  People,   that  our    Debt  was  unne- 
cefTarily  incurred,  and   that  a  great  Part  of  it  might  have 
been  paid  off,  and  the  Taxes  confcquently  aboHfhed,  if  we 
had  not  every  Year,  for  many  Years  paft,   run  ourfelvcs  to 
a  valf  public  Expence,    for  which   there  was  not  the  leail 
Gccafion  ;    like    p^'^^y'^'^ggi'^g  Lawyers,   who   always  find 
Eault  with  an  luiucit   Attorney's  Bill,  in  order  to  perfuade 
the    Client   to   leave  him  and    employ   them  ;  and  as  few 
Men  are  themfei\cs    good   judges  of  the  Cafe,  fuch  Petty- 
fogge;  3  too  ofrtn    f  icceed  ;    but  when  they  do,   the   Client 
always  fuius  lii:  Lswytr's  Biiis  more  extravagant,  and  his 
Affai/s  at  lalL  entirely  ruined.      The  Cafe  would  be  the  fame 
with  this  Nation,  if  ever  that  Party  fliould  prevail.      I  hope 
they  never  will.      However  it  nuiit  be  confcifed,  it    is  well 
known,  th;it  liy  Means  of  the  daily,  weekly,  monthly,  and 
oechuuai  Libels  thcy  publifli,  and  by  Mcr.ns  of  the  many 
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Orators   they  have   in  every  Place  of  public  Refort.  they^;;;;3jQ  Q(^ 
have  poifoned  the  Minds  of  many  cf  his  Majefiy's  Subjccb  ,•    ]!_  1776-7 
in  which   their   late   Succefs  is  chiefly  to  be  aicribed  to  tlie 
Law  lately  pafTed  againll  the  Retail  of  Spirituous  Liquors  ; 
for  the'  every  A'lan  of  Virtue  or  Senfe  in  the  Kingdom  mull 
approve  of  that  Law,  yet  it  is  certainly  difagreeable  to  tli£ 
lower  Clafs  of  People,  of  which  our  Mobs  are    generally 
compofed.     This  Law  I  fay,  Sir,  this  moil   neceffary  Law 
has   added  greatly  to  the  Succefs  of  the    difafFeded  Party 
amongll  us :   Nay  it  has  made  them   fo  daring  as  to  diredt 
their  Libels  againll  the  Parliament  itfelf :    They  have  of  late 
even  attempted  to  diminiih  that  Veneration  which  our  Peo- 
ple have  always  molt  jullly  had  for  Parliaments ;  but  this  I 
am  no  way  furprifed  at;  for   that  Party  have  never  fhewed 
any  great  Liking  to  Parliaments;  and  if  we  fhould  difband. 
any  great  Part  of  our   Army,   they  would   probably  fhew 
their  Diflike  in  a  Manner  more   effejflual,  or  at  leait  more 
dangerous,  than  that  of  Writing  or  Talking, 

I'here  may  perhaps.  Sir,  be  fome  Soldiers  in  our  Army 
who  would  be  glad  to  be  difcharged,  but  I  am  fure  there  are 
not  many,  unlefs  it  lliould  be  with  a  View  of  getting  new 
Levy-Money  in  a  little  Time  after;  and  if  they  fhould  be 
difappointed  in  that  V^iew,  they  would  lill  with  the  Dif- 
contented  for  nothing.  But,  Sir,  if  we  fliould  in  a  1  ime 
of  general  Difcontent,  and  when  Infurredions  are  juflly  to 
be  apprehended,  oiler  to  difband  any  of  our  Soldiers,  there 
are  many  who  would  defire  to  be  difcharged,  not  with  a 
View  to  return  to  Labour  and  Induilry,  but  with  a  View  to 
join  whoever  fhould  appear  in  Arms  againll  the  Govern- 
ment; for  among  Rebels,  a  difciplined  Soldier  may  expeft 
to  be  made  a  Serjeant  or  Corporal  at  lealt ;  and  every  Ser- 
jeant would  expect  to  be  made  an  OlScer.  Cheljea  Hofpitaf 
could  receive  but  very  few  of  the  Difbanded ;  it  could  not 
receive  one  half  of  thofe  who  would  expeft  to  be  put  upni; 
that  Eilablifhment  ;  and  thofe  who  found  themielves  dif 
appointed,  would  certainly  imitate  their  Betters,  tlicy  v*'ould 
join  with  the  DifafFeited  ;  fo  that  in  every  Light  we  can 
confider  it,  a  prefent  Reduction  would  be  a  diminifliing  the 
Power  of  the  Government  to  prelerve  the  Peace  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  an  increafihg  the  Power  of  the  DifaflcfteJ 
to  dillurb  the  Quiet  of  the  People  ;  and  that  at  a  Time 
when  the  Power  of  the  latter  has  been,  by  a  moll  neceffary 
Law,  greatly  increafed.  In  a  little  Time,  perhaps  in  a  few 
Months,  thefe  Difcontcnts  may  fubfidc  ;  the  lower  Clafs  of 
o;jr  People  will  hnd  they  can  live  without  the  Ufc  of 
Spirituous  Liquors,  and  that  they  live  more  healthfully  than 
vvitii  them  ;  they  will  then  join  \'-in\\  the  reft  of  fciic  Kinir- 
M  m  2.  doiri 
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jfnno  T«.  Geo.  f^om  in  their  Approbation  of  that  Law,  and  then  a  Redud\ion 
It.    i7''6-7.    '^^i'l  "0'  ^^  ^"^  dangerous  as  it  is  at  prefent. 
tv»-><i-»^  1        Sir,  I  have  already  ftiewn  why  any  Army  under  a  lawful 
and  regular  Government,  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  behave 
in  the  fame  manner   the  Army  did  under  Oliuer  Cro?n'zvel ; 
and    if  any  Attempts  ftiould    be    made  to    undermine  our 
Conftitution  by   means  of  thofe   Maxims    we    have  been 
frightened  with,  the  Parliament  would  interpofe,  the  Army 
itfelf  would  mutiny  againfl:  fuch  Maxims ;  but  I  cannot  lee 
why  we  have  at  prefent  any  Reafon  for  being  afraid  of  fuch 
Maxims ;  for  I  am  fure  no  Man  will  pretend    his   Majelly 
would,  or  couid  be  prevailed  on  to  cafliier  any  Officer  for 
voting  or  behaving  according  to  Honour  and  Confcience. 
The  Behaviour  of  an  OfEcer  may  be  influenced  by  Malice, 
Revenge,  and  Fadlion,    under   the  Pretence  of  Honour  and 
Confcience;  and  if  ever  any   Ofhcer  of  the  Army,  becaufe 
his  Majelly  refuled  to  comply  with  fome  very  unreaionable 
Demand,  fhould  refolve  tooppofe  in  every  Thing  the  Mea- 
sures purfued   by    his   Majelly   and  his  Minifters,    I  fhould 
think  any  xMan  a  moll  pitiful  Miniller,  if  he  fhould  be  afraid 
of  advifing  his  Majefty  to  cafliier  fuch  an  Officer.     On  the 
contrary,  I  fhall  leave  it  as  a  Legacy  to  all  future  Minillers, 
that  upon  tvcxy  fuch  Occafion  it  is  their  Duty  to  advJfe  their 
Alaller,  that  fuch  a  Man  is  unfit  for  having  any  Command 
in  his  Armies.     Oar  King  has  by  his  Prerogative  a  Power 
of  placing,  preferring,  and  removing  any  Officer  he  pleafcs, 
either  in  our  Army  or    our   Militia  :  It  is  by  that  Preroga- 
tive chiefly,  he  is  enabled  to  execute  our  Lava's  and  preferve 
the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom  :   If  a  wrong  Ufe  fliould  be  made 
of  that  Prerogative,  his  Minillers  are  accountable  for  it  to 
Parliament ;  but  it  cannot  be  taken  from  him  or  diminifhed 
without  overturning  our  Conftitution  ;  for  our  prefent  happy 
Conftitution  may  be  overturned  by  Republican  as  well  as  by 
^  Arbitrary  Schemes.     Thcrefijre   it  niufl  be  left  to  his  Ma- 

jefly  to  judge  by  what  Motives  an  Officer  afts,  and  if  he 
thinks  an  Officer  adls  from  bad  Motives,  in  Duty  to  his 
People,  in  Duty  to  himfelf,  he  ought  to  remove  him. 

The  only  Quelfion,  Sir,  now  before  us  is.  Whether  we 
ought  to  keep  up  the  prefent  Number  of  Forces  for  this 
eniuing  Year  ?  Next  Year  the  fame  (.Hielb'on  mull:  again 
come  before  us,  and  then  every  Gentleman  may  again  vote 
as  he  pleafes.  There  may  be  Reafons  peculiar  to  the  pre- 
fent Time,  I  think  I  have  fliewn  fome  very  fiifiicient  and 
peculiar  P>.eafons  for  keeping  up  the  fame  Numl'jer  for  this 
enfuing  Year.  In  fo  doing  [  am  fure  I  have  done  my 
Duty  ;  and  if  the  Nation  iliould  l)e  infulted  and  invaded 
by  Foreigners;  if  a  Civil  War  fhouid  break  out,  and  fprend 

Defolation 
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PtToktion  and  Murder  over  the  whole  Tfland  ;  if  the  J  a-  Anno  lo.  Geo', 
cohiics  fhouid  prevail,  and  our  Religion,  our  Liberties,  and    U.  1736-7. 
cur  Properties  Ihould  be  thereby    rendered   precarious  ;    I    V.^^^yV^ 
fhall  have  fome  Confclation   in   this  Rcfledion,    that  1  en- 
deavoured as  much  as  I  could  to  prevent  our  expollng  cur- 
lelves  to  fuch  Miferies. 

The  Queltion  being  at  laft  put  upon  the  Motion  for  keep-   'Di'-^^fion  24.6, 
ir.o-  uD  the  fame  Number  of  Troops,  it  was  upon  a  Divifion   i?^* 
earned  in  the  Aftirmative  by  246  to  178. 

February  z"^.  Mr.  Fultney  made  a  Motion  for  an  Ad-  I,Iot;on  for  an 
crcis  to  be  prcfented  to  his  iMajelly,  that  his  Majeliy  would  Addrcjs  to  his 
be  glacioufly  pleafcd  to  fettle  100,000  Pounds  a  Year  upon  Majejfyiofet- 
h;3  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  IVales ;  the  Subftance  of //V  100, oco 
his  and  the  other  Speeches,  as  well  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  Pounds  a 
where  the  fame  Addrefs  was  moved  for  the  fame  Day,  Tear  -utju  the 
v/as  as  fol  lows  :  prince     cf 

Sir,  U'aUs. 

I  have   a  Matter    of   the    highefl    Importance    to    lay 
before    you,  a  Matter  which   chiefly  concerns  one   of   the  Argument  for 
greateft  and  moil  illuftrious  Perfons  in    the  Kingdom;  but  t'^^  Motion  i 
as  the  Well  being  of  the  Nation  depends  upon  his  Welfare  Speakers, 
and    Happincfs,    therefore    I    muirjuHIy   fay,   the    whole  I^'I'--  Pj^l^ney, 
Nation  is  deeply  concerned  in  the  Affiiir  I  am  now  to  take  S^r    yo;.n 
the  Liberty  of  laying  before  you;  and  as  the  Parliament  is  Barnara, 
his    Majeiiy's    firft  and   chief    Council,    there    can    be  no  Mr.  Hedges, 
(^^efiion  of  a  Nature   too  high   for  our  Conlideration  ;  for  Ld Bnl/jmorey 
which  Reafon  every  Gentleman,  who  has  the  Honour  to  be  Mr.  IFallery 
a    Member  of  either  Houi'e  of  Parliament,    has  not  only  a  Sir  li  ill:a?ft 
Right,  but  is  in  Duty  bound  to  lay  before  the   Houfe  what-  IVindhatne, 
ever  he  thinks  may  afTedl  the  Happinefs   or  the  Honour  of  Mr.  lierbirtf 
his  Country.     The  Affair  I  am  now  going   to  propofe  for  ^<'^~''-    Bil--> 
your  Confideration   is,   indeed,  an  Affair  of  fo  high  a  Na-  ^'^^'-    ^}hbon, 
ture,  that  I  fhould  not  of  my  own  Head  have  taken  upon   Mr.  hyteltony 
me  to  have  mexitioned  it  to  you  ;  but  I  have  communicated   ■^^•'■-  '--"een- 
my  Sentiments  to  feveral  Perfons  of  the  greatelt  Rank  and  '^■j/Zf. 
be!l  Abilities  in  the  Kingdom,  Perfons  with  whom  I  f>iouId   Mr.  Booth, 
chufe  to  live,  with  whom  I  fliould  chufe  to  die;  and  all  of  Sir  Wdlifred 
them,  I  find,   are  of  the  fame  Sentiments  with  me  :  7'hcy   La-.vJ'on, 
are  all  of  Opinion,  it  is  an  Affair  which  ought  to  belaid  be-  Sir    Joi.m 
fore  Parliament,  therefore  I  ihall  take  upon  me  to  mention   iii'Jhuut, 
it  to  you,  and  to  make  you  a  A'lotion  which  I  hope  will  be  Mr.  Henry 
unanimoufly  agreed  to.  Ba'fhurji, 

The   Commons   of  Great    Britain  in  Parliament  nfll'm-  Mr.  hoel, 
bled,  have  not  only  an  undoubted  Right  :o  make  (uch  Grants  Sir  'iiomas 
as  they  think  are  necefiary  for  the  iloncwr  and   Welfirc  of  Sc.ndtrjon, 
tr.e  Nation,  and  to  appropriate  ti;c!e  ( ;r;;nt?  to  rh.e  Ijfe;;  !gr   Mr .li  edtrich, 
vvhicli  they   intend   tnem,   bui    ii:.!.\s  ili/,  Sir,  thcN'  have  a 
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jjr.r.o  \ O.Geo.  Right  to  foi'ow  tliofe  Grants,  to  examine   into  the  App!i- 
II.  1736-7.    cation  of  them,  and  to   punilh  thofe  who  (hall  be  found  to 
^^^y■Y'>y^   have  mifapplied   them.     Nay   farther,  they  may  annex  to 
their    Grants    fuch    Conditions    as    they     think     proper, 
and  if  thofe   Conditions   fliould    not    be   performed,   or    if 
the  Occanons  for  which  the  Grants  were  made  fnould  ceafe, 
they  may   refume  them,  or   may  diredl  their  being  applied 
to  Ufes  of  a  quite  different  Nature.     This,  I  fay,  is  the  un- 
doubted Righc  of   the   Commons    of  Great    Britain;    and 
therefore,    if  any    Money  formerly   granted  by  Parliament 
has  not  been  applied,  or  has  not  been  properly  applied,  to 
the  Ufe  for  which  it  was  intended  by  Parliament,   we  have 
not  only  a  Right,  but  it  is  our  Duty  to  examine  into  it,  and 
to  direct,  that  for  the  future,  it  may  duly,  and  in  the  mofl  pro- 
per Manner,  be  applied  to  that  Ufe  for  which  it  was  granted. 
After  having  thus  mentioned  to  you,  Sir,  one  of  the  moil 
undoubted  Rights  of  Parliament,    I  fhall  next  take  Notice 
that  by  an  ancient  and  mofl:  reafonable  Maxim  in  our  Con- 
llitution,  the  Prince  of  Wales,   the  eldeft  Son  of  the  King, 
and  Heir  apparent  to  the  Crown,  ought  to  be  made  as  Free 
and  Independent  as  any  other  Subjeft    whatever;  and  for 
that  Purpofe  he  ought  not  only  to  have  a  Provifion  fufficient 
for  fupporting  the  Dignity  and  Grandeur  of  his  high  Birth, 
but  that  Provifion  ought  to  be   fettled   upon  him  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  any  Perfon  to  dif- 
appoint   him   of  it :   Not  only   his   Title  to  it  ought  to  be 
made  as  firm  and  irrevocable,  as  any  other  private  Title  in 
the  Kingdom  can  be,   but   he  ought  at  leaft,  as  foon  as  he 
comes  to  be  of  the  Ageoi Fourteeji,  to  be  put  into  theaftual 
and  immediate  PofTefTion.     This  has  always  been  held  as  an 
eftablilhed  Maxim  in  this  Kingdom,  and  we  find  our  Parlia- 
ments have  often  interpofed,  and  have  taken  upon  them  to 
enforce    the   Obfervance  of  this  Maxim.      Upon    his  late 
Majcity's  happy  Accefiion   to   the  Throne,  the  Parliament 
was  then  fo  ienfible  of  the  Utility   and   Reafonablenefs  of 
this  Maxim,  that  they  granted  a  very  large  Addition  to  the 
Ci'vil  Lift  Re-uenue,  in  order   ihat  an  honourable  and  a  fuf- 
ficient  Provifion  might  be  fettled  upon  his  prefent  Majefly, 
who  then  was  Prince  of  Wales  ;  and  it  having  been  found 
during  his  late   Majeity's    Reign    that    the   Ci=vil  Lift  Re- 
'vinue  particularly  appropriated  for  maintaining  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  the  Crown  was  too  fmall,  therefore  a  very 
large  new  Addition  was  granted  by  the   firlt  Parliament  of 
his  prefent  Majefly's  Reign,   in   order    that    he    might    be 
enabled   to    continue    the    fame  Provifion   for    the    prefent 
Prince  of  Walei,  whitli  he  liir/iiclf  h:id  enjoy 'd  in  the  Life- 
J.'oie  of  his  Father.     Frcm  all  v/iiich  J  zv.uft  conciude,  that 
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tie  Motion  I  am  to  make,  for  having  a  fufficient  Provifion  Anm  I  o  Geo. 
feuled  upon  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  jYules,   is  a    II.  1736-7. 
Motion  iounded    upon  Law,  upon  Equity,  upon   Wifdom    l^>'''V''Vy 
and  good  Policy,  and  upon  Precedent. 

But  before   I    make  my  Motion,  give  me  Leave,  Sir,  to 
enquire  particularly  into  thefe  feveral  Foundations :  And  to 
begin  with  the  iaft,  I  fhall  fhew  from  many  undoubted  Au- 
thniies,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  always  had,  and  ought 
to  have,  a  fufficient    Provifion  fettled  upon  him,   in   fuch  a 
Alanner  as  to  render  him   as   independent  of  the  Crown  as 
any  other  Subjeft  can  be.     To  recount  all    the  Precedents 
that  occur  in  our  Hiiiories  and  PvCCords,  would  take  up  too 
much  of  your  Time,  and  therefore  I  fhall  take  Notice  only 
of  Ibme  of  the  moft  remarkable.     Yim<glienry\\\.  granted 
to  his  eldeft  Son  Edtvard,  after  King  Edixard  I.  the  Dutchy 
of  Guienne,   before  he    was   fourteen  Years  of  Age,  and  the 
Moment  the  Prince  was  married,  he  not  only  confirmed  his 
former  Grant  by  a  new  Patent,  but  likev/ife  granted  him, 
and  put  him  in  Pofleffion  of,  the   Earldom  of  Chejler,   the 
Cities  and  Towns  of  Brijlol,  Sta?nford  ?iViA  Grantham,   with 
feveral  other  Caltles   and    Manors,  created    him    Prince  of 
Wales,  to  which  he  annexed    all  the   conquered    Lands  in 
that  Principality,  and   appropriated    him    Lieutenant   Go- 
vernor of  Ireland,  tho'   he  was  then  but  jail  turned  of  Four- 
teen ;  all  wfcich  was  done,  as  the  Plillorians  expreis  it,  ut  ma- 
turus  ad  res  gra~jiorcs  gerendas  expertus  redderetur.      By  this 
Generofity  and  Benevolence  of  the  King  towards  his  eldeil 
Son,  that  Prince  was  early  in  his  Youth  eilablifhed  in  a  State 
of  Independency  and  Grandeur,  and  thofe  paternal  Favours 
were  afterwards    fully   repaid   by  that  illultrious  and  moit 
Heroic  Prince,  for  he  afterwards  proved   his    Father's  chief 
and  only  Support.     Every  one  knows  how  by  his  Courage 
and  Conduft  at  the  Battle  of  P,-veJham  he  relieved  his  Father 
out  of  the   Hands  of  his  Enemies,  and  reltored  his  Affairs 
after  they  were  brought  into  a  molt  defperate  State.     Nay, 
not  only  the   King  lumfelf,  but  the  Nation  reaped   fignal 
Benefit   from   the   free  and  independent    Circumllances    in 
which  that  King  had  io  ear!y  placed  his  eldeil  Son.    A  State 
of  Independency   naturally  ennobles    and  exalts  the  Mind 
of  Man  ;  and  the  Effed s  of  it  were  niolh  conlpicuuus  in  this 
wife  and  brave  Pri?ue,  for  lie  afrerv.'ard3  bccamo  the  Glory 
of  England,  and  the  Terror  of  Europe. 

Tiie  next  Pieucden:  I  Ihall  take  Notice  of  is,  ']']:>at  of 
EJ-ivard  the  Black  Prince,  upon  whom  Edi'jard  111.  hvi 
Father,  fcctled  at  different  Times  tlie  Ivirlooin  ol  C'/fer, 
rbe  DutcLy  of  Coin'Mall,  the  Pnncipal-ry  ol  Wales,  th^ 
J)u"ciiv  ot  Guunnc,  and  tlie  P.-incioaJity  oi  A'lult-i'.."..    "x:.:X 
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Jfino  10.  Geo.  wife  and  great  King,  Sir,  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  Rcafonable- 
11.  1736-7.  nefs  of  the  ancient  Maxim  of  Evglav.d,  v^ith  regard  to  the 
King's  eldefl  Son,  that  he  took  Care  every  future  Prince  of 
Wales  fnould  have  (omething  to  depend  on,  independent  ct 
his  Father,  from  the  very  Moment  of  his  Birth  ;  tor  which 
Purpole  he  fettled  by  Aft  of  Parliament  the  Dutchy  oi  Corn- 
avail m  fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  King's  eldeil:  Son,  and  Heir 
apparent  of  the  Crown,  has  ever  fince  been  Duke  of 
Cornvjall  as  foon  as  born,  and  without  any  new  Grant 
from  the  King,  from  v/hence  has  riien  the  common  Pro- 
verb, Nat  us  ej},  ncn  datus,  dux  Corni;bi^.  Some  of  the 
later  Grants  of  that  King  might,  indeed,  proceed  from  tlie 
great  perlonal  Merit  of  the  Son;  but  the  hr;l  Grants  could 
j30t  proceed  from  any  fuch  Confideration ;  they  could  pro- 
ceed oniy  from  his  own  Wifdom,  and  from  the  general 
Maxim  1  have  mentioned  ;  for  the  Prince  was  wot  three  Years 
old  when  his  Father  fettled  upon  him  by  Patent  the  Earl- 
dom of  Chejier,  he  was  but  fe^ven  Years  old  when  Connvall 
was  eiefted  into  a  Dutchy,  and  fettled  upon  hiin  as  by  Aft 
of  Parliament  as  beforementioned,  and  he  vi'as  but  thirteen 
when  the  Principality  of  Wales  was  fettled  upon  him.  Soon 
after  that  time,  indeed,  his  perfonal  Merit  began  to  appear  : 
But  how  cam.c  it  to  appear  ?  Its  early  Appearance  did  pro- 
ceed, and  could  only  proceed  from  his  Father's  having  put 
him  fo  early  into  an  independent  Situation,  and  from  his 
having  employ'd  him  in,  and  inured  him  to  the  Study  of 
weighty  AfTairs,  at  an  Age  when  moil  Princes  are  indullri- 
cufly  taught  to  think  of  nothing  but  Baubles  and  Toys. 

I'he  fame  Conduft,  Sir,  that  wife  King  obferved  durinor 
that  brave  Prince'^  Life:  He  was  continually  heaping  Fa- 
vours upon  the  Prince  his  Son,  and  the  Prince  v>'as  conti- 
nually repaying  them  with  glorious  Afts  of  Gratitude  and 
filial  Duty.  When  he  was  fc-jenteen,  he  fully  repaid  all 
former  Favours,  by  having  the  chief  Share  in  the  Viftory 
obtained  over  the  French  at  the  famous  Battle  of  CreJJy, 
In  the  24th  or  25th  Year  of  this 'Pr/^a-'s  Age,  the  King 
inveilcd  him  with  the  Dutchy  Oi  Guienne,  which  new  Favour 
he  fbon  after  repaid  by  fending  the  King  of  France  home 
Prifoner  to  his  Father,  after  having  defeated  and  taken  him 
at  the  memorable  Battle  of  Poi^iiers.  And  in  the  tivo  and 
thirtieth  Year  of  that  Pi  luce's  Age,  a  great  Part  of  France 
having  been  conquered  and  fubdued  by  his  Valour,  the 
King  ids  Fi'.thcr  erected  Guienne,  Gafcony,  and  leveral  other 
Provinces  of  France,  into  a  Principality  under  the  Name  of 
the  Principality  of  Jquitain,  with  which  he  invcited  the 
Ptince  his  Son  :  This  new  Favour  likewife  the  Prince  loon 
xtpaid  by  carrying  the  Glory   of  the  EngUjh    Arms  into 
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Spain,  and  replacing  Peter  upon  the  Throne  of  Cafiile^  af- 
ter having  defeated  the  Ufurper  Henry  at  the  Battle  of  Ke- 
jara  in  that  Kingdom  ;  for  all  which  gloriouj  Vidories, 
and  many  other  great  Services  done  to  his  native  Country, 
the  Nation  was  fo  grateful  to  his  iVIemer)',  that  immediately 
after  his  Death,  or  at  leall  as  foon  as  their  Grief  for  the 
Lofs  of  fo  brave  a  Prince  would  give  them  Leave,  the  Hou/e 
of  Commons  addrefTed  the  King  to  create  his  Son  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Duke  of  CornTcall,  which  that  wife  King  im- 
mediately agreed  to;  for  his  Grandion  being  then  Heirap- 
parent  to  the  Crown,  he  became  intitled,  by  the  Maxim"  I 
have  mentioned,  to  an  independent  Settlement;  but  as  he 
was  not  the  King's  eldell:  Son,  he  had  no  Pretence  from  ary 
former  Precedent  to  the  Principality  of  Wales,  and  his  Right 
by  the  late  Act  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cor^ivjall  vjtls  thought  to 
be  doubtful  by  the  Lawyers  of  that  Age,  the  Lawyers  be- 
ing then,  it  feems,  as  dexterous  at  flarting  Doubts  and  Scru- 
ples as  the  Lawyers  of  the  Age  we  now  live  in. 

Give  me  Leave,  Sir,  to  mention  one  other  Precedent, 
That  of  Prince  Henry ,  afterwards  the  glorious  King  Hen:y 
V,  whom  his  Father  Henry  IV.  in  the  very  iiril  Year  of 
his  Reign,  created  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Com-ujali^ 
and  Earl  of  Chefer,  tho'  the  Prince  was  then  but  twelve 
Years  of  Age;  all  which  Grants  were  recorded  upon  the 
Parliament's  Requeif,  in  order  to  prevent  any  Poflibility  of 
a  R.evocation  ;  and  tho'  that  King  was  naturally  of  a  jea- 
lous and  a  fufpicious  Temper,  yet  we  find,  during  his 
whole  Reign,  he  was  every  now  and  then  making  new 
Grants  to  the  Prince  his  Son,  even  tho'  he  was  fonietimes 
malicioufly  made  to  believe,  the  Prince  was  coufpiringagainft 
him.  This  Prince,  'tis  true,  fell  into  fome  Excefies  inci- 
dent to  Youth  ^r:a  Idlenef;,  bjt  from  the  firil  Part  of  his 
Life,  and  from  his  Conducf.  after  he  became  King,  we  ma/ 
judge  that  thofe  ExcefTes  were  rather  owing  to  his  Father's 
Jealoufy  than  to  his  own  natural  Temper;  for  when  he  was 
but  about  fixteen,  he  by  his  Valour  contributed  greatly  to 
his  Father's  Viftory  over  the  Rebels  at  Shre-.<-/hury,  and  the 
very  next  Year  having  been  entrulied  with  the  Command 
of  his  Father's  Army  againd  the  Rebels  in  Wales,  by  his 
Conduc't  and  Courage,  he  give  them  two  fignal  Defeats,  by 
which  he  gained  fo  much  Elleem,  that  the  King  his  Father, 
from  his  own  natural  and  unhappy  Temper,  and  not  from 
any  undutiful  Uchaviour  in  his  Son,  began  to  grow  jealous 
of  him,  and  therefore  never  afterwards  employ'd  him  in  any 
public  AfFiirs  ;  fo  that  the  ExcefTes  he  fell  into  probably 
proceeded  from  the  Idlcncfs  of  his  Life,  and  the  Ailivity  of 
^is  Genius,  or  perhap:,  rather  from  a  Dtlign  of  removing 
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'Jnno  10.  Geo.  from  his  Father  all  future  Occafions  of  Jealoufy.  This, 
II.  ly^S--'.  indeed,  feems  to  be  confirmed,  or  at  lealt  rendered  the  molt 
iv'-'yv  I  probable  Conjtflure,  by  his  Condufl  after  he  became  King  ; 
for  immediately  upon  his  Acceflion,  he  baniihed  from  his 
Prefence  all  the  Companions  and  fycophant  Upholders  of 
his  former  Debauches,  and  became  one  of  the  greatelt,  and 
one  of  the  moll  glorious  Kings  that  ever  fat  upon  the  Eng- 
lijh  Throne. 

But,  Sir,  'tis  quite  unneceffiiry  to  mention  particularly  all 
the  Examples  that  could  be  brought  of  the  great  and  irrevo- 
cable Provifions  that  have  been  made  for  the  eldeft  Sons  of 
our  Kings.  We  have  net,  'tis  true,  had  many  Princes  that 
have  come  to  Man's  Eiiate  in  the  Life-time  of  their  Fa- 
thers, biit  every  one  of  them  that  has  done  fo,  has  had  an 
independent  Settlement  made  upon  him  long  before  he  was 
of  Age.  Nay,  even  the  prefumptive  Heirs  of  the  Crown 
have  always  bad  an  independent  Settlement  made  upon 
them,  generally  as  icon  as  they  began  to  be  the  prefumptive 
Heirs  of  the  Crown  :  For  Proof  of  this  I  need  bring  no 
other  Example  than  that  of  the  late  King  James  IT,  when 
Duke  of  York,  and  that  of  the  late  Queen  Anyie  when  Prin- 
cefs  of  De-imark  ;  for  the  Duke  of  7'ork  had  a  great  Settle- 
ment made  upon  him  by  Parliament,  foon  after  the  Refiau- 
ration,  tho'  he  v/as  but  prefumptive  Fleir  of  the  Crown  ; 
his  Brother  King  Charles  being  then  in  a  Capacity  of  having 
Ciiildren,  who  would  have  given  him  a  more  effeflual  Ex- 
clufion  than  cou'd  ever  be  attained  by  Parliament,  till  his 
own  ridiculous  iMeafures  put  it  in  their  Power;  and  the  late 
Queen  /lane,  when  Princefs  of  Denmarl:,  had  likevvife  a 
great  Setilement  made  upon  her  by  Authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, tho'  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  were  both  then 
alive,  and  in  a  Capacity  of  having  Children  ;  fo  that  the 
Frincefs  y4'«//<?,  when  that  Settlement  was  made,  was  but  the 
prefumptive  Fleir  of  the  Crown. 

From  thefe  Precedents  it  appears,  Sir,  that  the  Maxim 
cf  having  an  independent  Provifion  fettled  upon  the  appa- 
rent or  prefumptive  Heir  of  the  Crown,  is  a  Maxim  which 
has  always  been  obferved  in  this  Nation  ;  and  that  the  Par- 
liament may  interpofe  for  that  Purpofe,  1  lliall  likewife  iliew 
from  fevcral  Precedents.  I  have  already  mentioned  to  yoa 
the  Addrefs  of  the  Floafe  of  Commons  in  Favour  of  Ed- 
fvsard  the  Black  Prince's  eldeft  Son,  therefore  I  fhall  proceed 
to  mention  feme  others  of  a  late  Date.  Jn  the  firll  Year  of 
Xing  Henry  IV.  the  Lords  and  Commons,  upon  proper 
Motions  for  that  Puipofe,  defired  of  the  King  that  his  el- 
delt  Son,  Prince  He;2fy,  might  be  created  Prince  of  Wales^ 
Puke  of  Cornzvall,  and   liar]  of  Chcfter,  and  in  the  fame 
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Parliament  the  Commons  petitioned  the  King  that  the  Char-  ^r-w  lO.  d"!!' 
ter  of  the  faid  Principality  and  Earldom,  and  an  Adt  of  the  11.  1736  7. 
iaid  Creation,  might  be  enrolled  and  enter'd  upon  Record,  V^/'V^'V*^ 
as  an  Article  agreed  upon  by  Parliament  ;  both  which  that 
King  immediately  complied  with  ;  for  as  he  had  been  called 
in  by  the  People,  and  raifed  to  the  Throne  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, he  had  io  jait  a  Senfe  of  the  Obligations  he  lay  un- 
der both  to  his  People  and  Parliament,  as  not  to  refuie  any 
jult  Requeil  they  coald  make.  In  the  Reign  of  He^iry  VI. 
the  Parliament  not  only  took  Care  to  have  the  Principalit/ 
of  Wa/es  fettled  upon  Prince  Ed--vjard,  eldell  Son  of  the 
King,  but  likewife  declared  and  afcertained  the  particular 
Sums  that  were  to  be  allowed  for  his  Table,  till  lie  caniC 
to  be  of  the  Age  of  Foiirteeji,  when  he  was  to  be  put  in 
Pofleffion  of  the  whole  Revenues  of  the  Principality  of 
Wales,  Dutchy  oi Cor?iv:all,  and  County  Pclat'me  of  Chcjler, 
And  but  lately,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refolved 
to  addrefs  their  Majefties  to  make  a  Settlement  on  the  Prin- 
cefs  Anne  ol  Denmark,  who  was  then  but  prefumptive  Heir 
of  the  Crown ;  which  Refolution  does  not,  'tis  true,  feera 
to  have  been  very  agreeable  to  the  Court,  with  regard  to 
the  Sum  at  firft  propofed,  but  the  Right  the  Parliament  had 
to  prefent  fuch  an  Addrefs  was  fo  tar  from  being  contro- 
verted, that  after  the  Difpute  about  the  Sum  was  fettled, 
even  the  Courtiers  themlelves  joined,  the  next  SeiTion,  in 
the  Refolution  for  that  Purpofe,  which  plainly  evinces  ths 
Power  and  the  Duty  of  Parliament,  with  refpeft  to  their 
addrefling  for  having  a  fufficient  Provifion  fettled  indepen- 
dently upon  the  Heir  Apparent  or  Prefumptive  of  the 
Crown,  and  confequently  will  from  Precedent  jullify  the 
Motion  I  am  to  make 

Now,  Sir,  with  refpeft  to  Wifdom  and  good  Policy, 
that  of  having  the  Heir  apparent  to  the  Crown  bred  up 
in  a  State  of  Grandeur  and  Independency,  is  certainly  a 
Maxim  of  great  Ufe  in  all  Countries,  but  in  a  free  Country 
it  is  abfolutely  neccfiary.  A  free  and  generous  Education 
tends  greatly  to  open  the  Mind,  to  endow  it  with  noble  and 
right  Sentiments,  and  to  Ihut  out  all  mean,  narrow,  and 
ieltifh  Views ;  therefore  it  is  the  only  proper  Education  for 
one  who  is  by  his  Birth  to  have  the  chief  Rule  over  an/ 
People;  but  for  one  who  is  to  have  the  chief  Rule 
over  a  free  People,  fuch  an  pyiucation  becomes  ablolutcjy 
neccfTary  ;  for,  befidcs  tl:c  Adv.intr.^cs  already  mentioueil, 
a  Prince  who  has  lived  in  a  S;^fc  of  Fieedoin  and  Indepen- 
dency before  he  begins  his  Reign,  thereby  ic.irns  liov/  to  be 
r-j'  n   7.  » 
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./r7>!0  10.  Gi'c.  a  dutiful  and  obedient  Subjeft,  without  being  an  abjefl  Slave  ; 
11.  iT"^6-".  and  by  tailing  in  his  Youth  the  Sweets  of  iuch  a  delicious 
State,  he  comes  to  know  the  true  V'alue  of  it,  from  whence 
he  mult  necefiarily  conclude  his  Subjects  will  not  eafiiy  part 
with  it,  and  therefore,  when  he  ccmcs  to  mount  the 
Throne,  he  not  only  knows  how  to  exaft  a  dutiful  Obe- 
dience without  expefting  a  flavifh  SubmifTion,  but  he  will 
in  common  Prudence  content  himfelf  with  the  former,  be- 
caufe  he  knows  he  cannot  without  great  Danger  aim  at  the 
latter.  Such  a  Prince  will  always  be  fure  of  being  well 
I'erved,  becaufe  he  can  with  Patience  receive  an  honeliand  a 
free  Advice  from  his  Minilters  and  Favourites:  He  will  not 
take  it  ill  to  be  even  controuled  by  his  Council  or  his  Parlia- 
ment ;  whereas  a  P/vV.v^  educated  in  Slavery,  and  advanced 
to  Power,  being  unacquainted  with  any  Sort  of  SubmifTion 
but  that  he  has  himfelf  been  bred  to,  is  apt  to  look  upon 
every  honeil  Freedom  as  a  Mark  of  Difrefpeft  or  Difobe- 
dience,  and  as  he  cannot  bear  Sincerity,  he  may  expedl  ne- 
ver to  meet  with  it  from  any  of  his  pretended  Friends  or 
Favourites.  Thus  it  appears  to  be  requifue  both  for  the 
Honour  and  Profperity  of  the  Prince  who  is  to  reign,  and 
for  the  Eafe  and  Happinefs  of  the  People  over  whom  he  is 
to  reign,  that  he  fhould  be  bred  up  in  a  State  of  Freedom 
and  Independency. 

But  farther,  Sir,  even  with  Regard  to  the  King  upon 
the  Throne,  efpecially  in  this  Nation,  the  Grandeur  and 
Independency  of  his  Heir  Apparent  mult  be  of  great  Service 
to  him.  The  AfFediion  and  Elleem  which  the  Fleir  Ap- 
parent acquires  among  the  People,  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
Difadvantage  to  the  Xing,  that  it  muit  always  be,  and  has 
always  been  reckoned  one  of  the  moft  folid  Supports  of 
the  Cro\Yn.  The  great  and  the  wife  King  Ed^cvard  III. 
was  fo  far  from  being  jealous  of  any  Glory  or  Elleem  the 
Frifice  his  Son  might  acquire,  that  in  the  famous  Battle  of 
Creffi,  he  gave  his  Son  the  chief  Command  of  that  Part  of 
his  Army  which  was  to  attack  the  Enemy,  in  order  that  he 
might  have  the  fole  Glory  of  the  A'idlory,  referving  to 
himleif  only  the  Command  of  a  great  Body  in  Cafe 
of  Accidents;  and  when  Word  was  brought  hini  that 
his  Sun  was  in  great  Danger,  and  hardly  prefled  by  the 
.Enemy,  his  Anlwer  was,  /  knonu  my  Boy  has  Ccurage,  let 
him  but  pjijh  the  Enemy,  he  ix'iil  certainly  conquer  :  I  am  loth 
to  rsb  him  of  any  Share  of  that  Glory  I  fee  he  is  if!  a  fair 
Ir'ay  of ,chtaini7!g.  Such  were  that  King's  Sentiments; 
and  in  the  Charter  of  H<.nry  VI.  to  his  Son  Edtvard,  it  i." 
exprefsly  declared,  that  by  giving  due  Honours  to  the 
Pj-jn'-.e,  the  Throne  was  eftablilhed,  and  the  Royal  Scepter 

exalted; 
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exalted;  and  therefore,  by  granting  the  Principality  0^  Jnnolo.Geo, 
Wales  and  County  Palatine  of  Chejler  to  his  Son,  he  con-  II.  I'-'s^b-'j. 
fukcd  his  own  Honour,  tlie  Security  of  the  Royal  Family,  V../S^^J 
and  the  Good  of  his  People,  rather  than  the  Prince's  Ho- 
nour. From  the  Behaviour  of  all  our  Kings  towards  their 
eldeil  Sons,  we  may  judge  their  Sentiments  have  been  the 
fame.  They  have  all  been  of  Opinion,  that  their  eldeft 
Sons  ought  to  live  in  Grandeur,  and  that  the  more  Ho- 
nour and  Erteem  they  acquired,  the  more  they  added  to 
the  Security  of  the  Throne  :  But  how  can  a  Prince  live  in 
Grandeur,  who  has  nothing  of  his  own,  or  not  a  Sufficiency 
to  fubfill  on  ?  How  can  a  Prince  who  is  in  a  continual  State 
of  Dependency,  a  continual  State  of  Slavery,  acquire 
Elteem  from  thofe  who  are  themfelves  free  and  indepen- 
dent? The  very  fubmitting  tamely  to  live  in  fuch  a  State, 
muft  derogate  from  his  Honour,  and  render  him  defpicable 
in  the  Eyes  of  a  brave  and  a  free  People,  which  the  People 
of  this  Nation,  I  hope,  will  for  ever  continue  to  be. 

Suppofe  then.  Sir,  there  were  no  Precedent  for  having 
a  fufiicient  and  an  independent  Provifion  iettled  upon  the 
Prince  of  Wales  ;  fuppofe  there  was  no  Example  of  the 
Parliament's  having  ever  interpofed  for  that  Purpofe  ;  yet 
if  true  Wifdom  and  good  Policy  require  that  it  Ihould  be 
done,  if  the  making  of  fuch  a  Settlement  can  contribute  to 
the  Honour  of  the  King,  to  the  Security  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily, and  to  the  Happinefs  of  the  People,  it  is  a  Thing 
that  ought  to  be  done;  and  if  itfhould  be  unneceflarily  de- 
lay'd,  has  not  the  Parliament  a  Right,  are  we  not  in  Ho- 
nour, in  Duty,  bound  to  interpofe,  and  to  advife  or  p;tition 
our  Sovereign,  that  it  may  be  done  as  loon  as  poflible  ? 
But  when  we  confider  the  conllant  Courl'e  of  Proceeding 
in  this  Particular,  when  we  lee  how  often  the  Parliament 
has  interpofed,  even  when  this  Provifion  was  net  made 
out  of  any  Grants  from  the  People,  but  out  of  the  King's 
own  Eilate,  out  of  the  Lands  and  Revenues  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  Crown,  can  we  balance  a  Moment  about  our 
Right,  can  we  in  Duty  to  our  King,  or  to  that  moft  illuilrioes 
and  moft  duferving  Prince  his  cjciell  Son,  delay  rcqueiiing 
that  to  be  done  which  ougiit  to  Jiave  been  done  long  before 
this  Timg  ?  Eipecially  now.  Sir,  that  no  Part  of  that  Pro- 
vifion is  to  come  out  of  the  Lands  or  Revenues  properly 
belonging  to  the  Crown,  but  is  wholly  to  be  taken  from  u 
very  liberal  Grant  long  fince  made  by  the  People  to  the 
Crown,  and  which  has  been  of  late  greatly  increaied  with 
this  very  View,  that  an  honourable  an<l  a  fafficient  Settle- 
ment might  be  made  upon  his  Koyal  Ilignnels  the  Piince 
of  l4'^/a  as  fucu  as  the  lame  fho'ild  bscoiiie  neccffary. 

Ti.is, 
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J!nno  \ci.Geo.       This,  Sir,    of  courfe,  leads  me  to  confider  the  Nature 
II.  I -"6-7.     cf  that    Parliamentary    Grant,  now    called    the   Civil  Lilt 
Pvcvenue,  from  which  'twill  appear  that  what  I  am  now  go- 
ing to  propofe,  is  founded  both  upon  Law  and  Equity,     in 
ancient   Times  the  Eliates  and  Revenues,  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  Crown,  were   fufficient   for  fupporting  the  Ho- 
nour and  Dignity   of  the  Crown  and   Royal  Family;   the 
People  were  charged  with  no  Taxes   for  that  Purpofe,  ex- 
cept a  Imall  Cullom  upon  the  Importation  and  Exportation 
of  Goods  and  Aierchandize  :  No  Grant,  no  Aid  was  ever 
cefired  from  them,  but  when  feme  extraordinary  Expence 
became  necclTary,   for  defending  the  Nation  againft  Pyrates 
or  threatned   invafions,    or  for  vindicating  and    fupporting 
its  Honour  in  fome  Afiuir  of  great  Confequcnce  and  of  an 
extrordinary   Nature;   but  by   the   profufe   Liberalities    of 
ionie  of  our  former  Kings,  and  by  other  Accidents,  the  pro- 
per Eilate   and   Revenue  of  the  Crown  came  at  lait   to  be 
lo  much  diminifhed,  that  it  was  not  near  fufficient  for  fup- 
porting the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown  and  Royal 
family,  and  therefore  at  the  Relloration   cf  King  Charles 
11.  the  dangerous  Tax  called   Tonnage   and   Poundage,    and 
the  more  dangerous   Tax  called  Excife,   were   eftablifhed, 
and  granted  to   that  King  for  his  Life ;  and  at  the   fame 
Time  an  additional  Excife  was   eflablifhed,   in   lieu  of  the 
JVards  and  Li-jeries  which  were  then  abolifhed,   and  fettled 
upon   that  King  and    his    Heirs   and  Succeffors   for  ever; 
v.'hich  laxes  were  partly  for  what  is  now  called  the  Civil 
Liit,  and  the  Refidue  for  what  we  now  call  the    Current 
Service.     Several  other  Taxes  were  eftabiifhed  in   that  and 
the  following  Pv.eign,  and  intended  for  the  fame  Purpofes, 
vvithout   diltmgaifhing  or  fpecifying  any  particular  Ui'es  ; 
but  it  having  been  found  that  the  Money  granted  by  Parlia- 
rient  was  often  applied  to  Purpofes  very  different  from  thofe 
i:. tended  by  Parliament,  therefore,   after   the  happy   Revo- 
lution,  which   put   us  in  a   Condition    cf  redifying    fome 
former  Errors,  and    remci'ing  fome  of  our  former  Grie- 
vance.-,  the  Cuilom  of  appropriating  each  refpedtive  Grant 
to  its   proper  Ufe,  was    introduced    and   eilablifhed  ;    and 
from   that  Time   the  Revenues  granted   to   the  Crown  by 
p.irliamcnt  came  to  be  difcinguifned  into  the  Civil  Lift  Re- 
venue, and  the  Current  Service  Revenue  ;  the  former  being 
that  which  was  granted  and  appropriated  by  Parliament  fci 
fupporting  the    Honour  and  Dignity    of  the    Crown,    and 
providing    for   the    Royal   Family  ;    and    the    latter,    that 
which    was    granted    and  appropriated  by    Parliament  for 
mair.t.uning  our  Fleets  and    Armie?,  or  providmg  for  any 
other  extraordinary  pi:blic  Services, 

.Ir 


(  287  ) 

In  order  therefore   to  determine   what  Branches   of  the  Anno  \o  Ceo. 
public  Charge  were  defigned  by  Parliair.ent,  and  ought   in  11.  1736-7. 
Law  and   Equity    to  be  defray'd  out   of  thofe  Grants   ap-    V./"Y~\^ 
propriated  to  the  Civil  Liil,  we   mull  examine,   Sir,   what 
Ufes  that  Revenue   was  applied  to,   immediately  after  its 
being  firft  diftindly  ellablilhed,  which  was  in  the  Reign  of 
the  late  King  Williarn  ;  and  we  find  that,  during  his  whole 
Reicn,  the   Frovifion  appointed  for  the  Princefs  Anne  of 
Denmark  was  always  charged  upon,  and  paid  out  of  his  Civil 
Liil  Revenue.     Then  again,  upon  his  late  Majelly's  happy 
Accefiion  to  the  Throne,  the  Parliament  granted  and  appro- 
priated to  the  Civil  Liil  the  fame  Taxes    and    Revenues, 
which    had   been    granted  and   appropriated    to  the    Civil 
Li!l,  during  the  Reign  of  his  PrcdeceiTor  Queen  Jime ;  but 
his  late  Majefty,  in  his  firft  Speech  to  his  Parliament,  took 
Notice,  That  the  Branches  of  the  Revenue,  formerly  grant- 
ed for  the  Support  of  the  Civil  Government,    were  i'o  far 
incumbered  and   alienated,  that  the  Produce    of  the  Funds 
which  remained,  and  had  been  granted  to  him,   would  r'^all 
much  fhort  of  what  was  at  firll   defigned   for  maintaining 
the  Honour  and   Dignity    of  the    Crown.     To  which    he 
added,  That  fince  it  was  his  ILappinefs  to  fee  a  Prince  of 
Jl/ules,  who  might  in  due  Time  fucceed  him  on  the  Throne, 
and  to  fee  the  Prince  bleffed  with  many  Children,  the  belt 
and  moll    valuable  Pledges  for  his  Care  and  Concern  for 
our  Poilerity,  That  mult  occafion  an  Expencc  to  which  the 
Nation  haj  not  for  many  Years  been  accullomed,  but  fuch 
as  furely    no    iVian   would    grudge.     Do  not  thefe  Words 
fhew  that  his  late  Majefty  was  of  Opinion,  the  Civil  Lift 
Revenue  was  unqueflionably  to  be  charged  wi:h  making  an 
honourable  Provifion  for  the  the  Prince  of  Wales  ?   And  is 
it  not  as  apparent,  that  the  Addition  granted  to  the    Civil 
Lift  by  Parliament,  in  confequence    of  that  Speech,    was 
granted  with  an    Intention,   that    fuch  a  Settlement  fiiould 
be  granted  out  of  that  Revenue  to  the  Prince  of  Wnlcs  as 
Ihould  be  fufficient  for   fupporting  the  Dignity  of  his  high 
Birth,  and  the  Honour  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  to 
which  he  was  Heir  apparent?  Tis  plain  his   late  AJajefty 
meant  fo,  and  took  tne  Intention  of  Parliament  to  be  fo  ; 
for   within  ten  Days  after  that  Law  pafied,  he  notified  to 
his    Parliament,  that  he   had   ordered    Letters    Patent  for 
100, coo/,  a    Year  to  his    Royal  Highnefs    the    Prince    of 
Wales,  from  Payment  of  any  Fees  or  Taxes,   and  for   ini- 
povvcring  the  Coramilhoners  of  Excife  and  Cuftomstopay 
directly  to    the  Prince,    or  his  Trcafurer,    the  Produce   of 
fuch  Branches  of  the  Civil   Lift  Revenue,    as    his   Majefty 
piould   appoiiit;   for  anfwering  that  Settlements  by  wh'ch 
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\Anno\o.Geo.  his  JLoyal  Hlijonefs  was  rendered  To  abfolutely  independent 
II.  1736-7.  of^  the  Crown,  with  refpcd  to  his  own  proper  Revenue, 
\y''\~^>>^  tiiat  he  was  not  fo  much  as  obliged  to  apply  to  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Exchequer  for  the  Payment  of  it  :  His  Revenue 
could  not  run  in  Arrear,  even  his  iMajeily's  Chancellor  ot 
the  Exchequer  could  not  put  him  oft  with  that  common 
Excule  for  not  anlwering  a  jult  Demand,  That  there  was 
no  Money  in  the  Exchequer  :  And  I  cannot  omit  taking 
Notice,  that  at  the  very  fame  Time,  in  the  very  fame 
Sefiion,  there  was  alfo  another  ht\  palled,  for  enabling 
his  Majefty  to  grant  to  him  the  Prir.cipality  of  Wales,  and 
County  Paiatine  of  Chejier,  which  were  immediately  after 
granted  to  him  accordingly. 

But  now,  Sir,  to  come    to   his  prefen:  Majefty's    happy 
Acccfiion  to  the  Throne,  and   that   Parliament  which  elia- 
blifhed  the  large  Civil  Lill,  now  fettled  upon   the  Crown. 
During  his  late  Majefty's  Reign,   by   reaion  of  fbme  very 
extraordinary  and   uncommon  Diiburfements,  it  had  been 
found,  that   a  Civil    Lift    Revenue  even   of  700,000  /.    a 
Year,  as  it  had  been  managed,  was  not  fufficient  to  fupport 
the    Honour    and    Dignity    of  the    Crown,    and   to    pay 
100,000  /.  a  Year  to  the  Prince  of  iralcs ;  for  which  Rea- 
fon    feveral     additional    Sums    had  been  granted    in    that 
Reign    to    the    Civil    Lill,    amounting   in    the    whole    to 
1,300,000/.   which  made  the  Civil  Lilt  during  that  Reign 
amount,  at  an    Average,    to  803,000/.  a  Year;  therefore 
his  prefent  Majefly,  in  his  Speech    from    the  Throne,  told 
his  Parlialiament,  He  was  perfuaded  that  the  Experience  of 
pall  Times  would  prevail  upon  them  to  iTiew  a  due  Regard 
to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown  ;  which  the  Par- 
liament,  without  examining  into    the  Reafbns  of  that  paft 
Experience,  immediately  complied  with,  and  fettled  upon 
his   prefent  Majeily  for  his  Life,  what  the  Experience  of  paji 
Times  had   fhewn  to   be    neceiliry,  and  what  had  aclually 
been  given  to,  tho'  not  fettled  upon    his   Father,   with    this 
remarkable  Improvement,  that  if  the  Taxes  appropriated 
for  that  Purpofe  produced  more,   the  Surplus  iliould  belong 
to  his  Majelty,  but  if  they   produced   leis   than  SoO;OO0  /. 
a  Year,  the  Deficiency  fhould  be  made  good  by  Parliament ; 
which  new  Improvement  feenis  to  h:;ve  had  great  Influence 
upon  fome  of  our  Meafures  fince  that  Time  ;  for  it  feems 
to  have  made  us  endeavour,  as  much  as  poilible,    to  increafe 
the  Produce  of  thoje  Taxes  in    which  the    Civil  Lift   has 
the  greateft  Share.     Now  I  would  gladly  knov/,  what  his 
prefent  Majeily  meant,  or  v.'hat  the  Parliament    meant,  by 
the  Experience  of  paji    'Times,  which  was  the   only  Ground 
for  the  Relblutiou   they  came  to  vvich  reipeil  to  the  Civj} 
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Lift:  Surely  they  both  meant  that  an  honourable  and  a  Tuffi- ^;,.;;3  iq  q^^ 

tienc  Proviiion  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  fhould  be  chargeable    \\  ,-,5  ^ 

upon  the  Civil  Liit  Revenue,  and  upon  that  only  j  for  the  '  * 

Experience  of  pajl  Times  had  (hewn    that  700,000/.  a  Year 

was  not  fufficient  for  fupporting  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 

the    Crown,  and  for   allowing    100,000/.  a  Year  for   the 

Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  the  fame  Experience   had   Ihewn  that 

800,000  /.  per  Ann.  was  fufficient  both  for  the  one,  and  for 

the  other  ;  and  therefore  by  proceeding  upon  the  Experience 

of  paji  Times,  and  upon  that  only,  and  from  thence  fettling 

800,000/.  a  Year  for  his  prefcnt  Majefty's  Civil  Lift,  both 

his  Majefty  and   his  Parliament    muft  then  certainly  have 

meant,  that  out  of  that  Revenue  a  fufficient  Provifion  ftiould 

be  fettled  upon  his  Royal Highnefs,  as  foon  as  his  future  Cir- 

cumftances    fhould   require   fuch  a  Settlement  to  be  made: 

From   all  which  I  muit  conclude,  that  the  Motion  I  am  to 

make  for  this  Purpofe,  is  a  Motion  founded  both  upon  Law 

and  Equity. 

I  think.  Sir,  I  have  now  fhewn  that  according  to  Law, 
according  to  Equity  and  Confcience,  according  to  Wifdom 
and  good  Policy,   and    according  to   Precedent,  his   Royal 
Highnefs  the    Prince  of  Wales  ought  to  have  a  Provifion 
fettled  upon  him,  fufficient  for  fupporting   the  Dignity  and 
Grandeur  of  his  high  Birth;  and  that  cne  Parliament  not 
only  has  a  Right,  but  ought    to  interpofe,   and  advife  his 
Majefty  to  do  that  which  in  Law,  in  Equity,  in  Wifdom, 
and  according  to   Precedent,   ought  to  be  done.     The  next 
two  Queftions  that  will  naturally  occur  in  this  Affair,  are. 
When  that  Settlement  ought  to  be  made  ?  And  what  may  be 
thought  a  fufficient  Settlement?  As  to   the  Time  when  it 
ought  to  be   made  :  It  ought  certainly  to   have  been   made 
long  before  now.     The  Mind  of  every  Man  is  formed  early 
in  his  Youth.     Thofe  Notions   and  Sentiments  which   are 
early  imbibed,  take  deep  Root,    and  are   feldom  or  never 
fhaken    off.     \i  then    an    independent   State  can  any  way 
contribute  to  the  Improvement  of  a  Prince's  Mind,  the  more 
early  he  is  put  into  fuch  a  State,  the   better.      According  to 
this  has  the  conilant  Pradlice  in  this  Kingdom  always  been  ; 
King   Henry  III.  made   a  Settlement   upon  his  eldeit   Soa 
Ed^ward,  afterwards  King  Ednvard  I.   before  he  was  Four- 
teen.    Edziard  III .  made  a  Settlement  upon  his  eldeit  Son, 
Ednjjard  the  Black  Prince,  before  he  was  three  Years  of  Age  ; 
and  within  vl  feuj  Months  after   the  Death  of  that   Prince, 
the  Commons  addreflbd  the  King  to  make  a  Settlement  upoa 
that   Prince's   cldeft    Son,  who  by  iiis  Father's  Death   Wris 
become  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown.     The  Poji-Ofite  and 
nine  Liunle  Pv-cvenuf.  were  fetdcd  Ly  Parliament  uoon  the 
^'o;.  J\^  O  o  '      DJ:t 
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J,:;:ri  \  c.  G\i>  Dkkc  of  York,  who  was  but  Prefumptive  Heir  of  the  Crown, 
IJ.  \--\b-.    \vithin   three    Years    after  his   Biother   King    Charles  Iltl's 
i^^-.,— v^i   Relloration.     A    Settlement  was    made  i>pon   the  Princefs 
Anne  of  Demr.ark,   who  was   likewife  but  Prefumptive  Heir 
of  the   Crown,   in  Purfuance  of  an    Addrefs  for  that  Pur- 
pofe  from  the  Hcufe  of  Commons,  t/ie  very  frf  Year,   or 
the  beginning    of  the  fccond  "if^x,  of  the  Reign  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Mo.ry.     And  his  iate    Majelly  ordered 
Letters  Patent  for    making  a   Scttk-ment  upon  \.\\t  prefent 
King,  then  Prince  of  Wales,   within  ttn  Dajs  alter  the  Par- 
liament had  granted  him  a  Fund  for  that  Purpofe.    In  fliort. 
Sir,  look  over  all  our  Plilfories,   examine  all   former  Pre- 
cedents,   I   believe    no    P^xample  can  be   found,  where  the 
making  of  fuch  a  Settlement  has  been  fo  long  delay'd,    as 
in  the  prefent  Reign  :  What  may  be  the  Reafon  I  fhall  not 
pretend    to  determine  ;  but  I    am   fure    there  never  was  a 
Prince  of  Wales  who   better  dcferved  it,    nor  a  Crown  Re- 
venue that  cculd  better  (pare  it.      It  ought,  in  my  Opinion, 
to  have  been  done  as  foon  as  his    Royal  Highnejs  arriwd  in 
England,    elpecially   as   he   was    then  of  lull  Age,  and,  as 
tvery  one  that  has   the   Honour    and   Happinels  to   know 
him  mull  grant,  extremely  c:ipable  to  govern  his  own  Af- 
fairs; and  fince  it  is  not  yet  done,   it  is  high  Time  for  us 
to  take  the    fame  Liberty   former  Parliaments  have  often 
taken,  it  is  high  Time  for  us  to  defire  that  it  may  be  done. 
Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  what  may  bedcemed  afufRcient 
Settlement  lor  his  Royal Highr.ifs,  I  think  there  cannot  pro- 
perly be  any  Queltion  about   it,   bec.'.ufe   it  feems  to  have 
been  determined   by  that  Parliament  which  eftabiifi.ed  the 
Civil  Lill  in  the  late  King's  Reign,  and   alfo  by    that  Par- 
liament which  eftabliilied,   and   from  ihQ  Expoicnce  of  jiafc 
'Times  increafed,  the  prefent  Civil  Lill  Revenue.     Both  were 
certainly  of  Opinion,  and  the  latter  have,  I  think,  very  cx- 
TjreliJy   determined,    that   hi-^    Real    Higincfs    the   prejent 
ptince  of  Wales  was,  and  ought,  to  have,  at  Icall  100,000/. 
a  Year  fettled  upon  him,   cut  of  the   large  Civil   Lill  they 
tr.t.n  granted  ;  for  what  elfe  could  they  m.ean  by  fettling  a 
Civil  Li::  Revenue  of  Sco,ooo/.  a  Year  ?  The  Experience 
nf  tcif   'iihies,  uhlch,   as   I  have    faid,  was  then  the  only 
Ground     for    increafmg    th:^t    Revenue,    had    flrjwn    that 
700,000/.  a  Year  was  fufficient  for  lupporting  the  Honou-i- 
>nd  l)i canity  of  the  Crown,  without  including  what  was  to 
be   allowed  \.\\z  Prl,:ce  of  Wales ;    and   thcrclore   by  their 
adding  to  that   )'early  Sum    100,000/.  a  Year   more,    an.  i 
g.-.;n:ing   a    Civil   Lill    P>.evcnue   of  800,000/.   a    Year  at 
jeail,  it  rauft  boruppcfcd  tiicy  meant  and   intended  tliai   Cu^ 
;c?jCCc/.  thcr  .uid   fo  adctu  tO  ti.e  Civil  Lid   Revenue;, 
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more  than  what  the  Experience  of  pajl  Times  has  (liewn  to  Anno  lo.  Gri. 
be  fuflicient  for  maintaining  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  II.  1736  7. 
Crown,  fiiou^d  be  fettled  upon  the  prefent  P>i?2ce  of  Wales,  V,./'V'\^ 
befidei  liie  Principality  of  Wales,  Dutchy  of  Cornnjcall, 
and  County  Palatine  of  Chejler,  in  the  fame  iManner  as  it 
had  been  fettled  upon  the  prefent  King,  while  he  was 
Vrincc  cf  tVaks :  And  indeed  from  the  very  Nature  of  the 
Thing  ws  are  to  judge  fo  ;  for  what  Reafon  could  they 
then  think  of,  or  what  Reafon  can  now  benffigned,  why  the 
■prefent  Prince  of  Wales  Ihoald  live  in  lefi  Grandeur  than  his 
father  did  whilll  he  was  Prince  of  Wales,  or  why  the  fame 
Grandeur  might  be  fupported  at  a  lefs  Expence  than  had 
been  before  neceffary  ?  I  can  think  of  no  Realon  but  one, 
which  is.  That  the  Nation  is  not  fo  rich  as  it  was  formec- 
ly  :  This,  indeed,  may  at  laft  come  to  be  a  good  Reafon 
for  diminifliing  the  Al!ov/ance  or  Settlement  for  the  Prince 
of  Wales  ;  and  it  is  a  Reafon  for  which,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it, 
I  think  there  is  too  good  a  Foundation  ;  but  then  it  is  a  Rea- 
fon for  diminifliing  every  other  Article  of  the  public  Ex- 
pence,  efpecially  that  belonging  to  the  Civil  Lilt  ;  and  I 
am  far  from  thinking  the  Proyifion  for  the  Prince  of  Wales 
is  the  firft  we  ought  to  begin  with  ;  for  if  any  Judgment 
can  be  formed  from  the  Experience  of  pajl  Times,  100,000/. 
a  Year,  befides  the  nov/  exhaufled  Pvcvenues  of  Wales, 
Corn^jjall,  and  Chefer,  is  the  leaft  Provifion  we  can  as  yet 
think  of  allowing  for  fupporting  the  Dignity  and  Grandeur 
of  the  Heir  Apparent  to  our  Crown.  I  fhall  therefore 
take  it  for  granted,  till  1  hear  it  contradifted,  that  it  is  now 
high  Time  the  Provifion  for  the  Prime  of  Wales  fhould  be 
fettled  in  the  ufual  Way,  r.nd  that  100,000  /.  a  Year  out  of 
the  Civil  Lift  is  the  leaft  Proviiion  v.'ecan  fuppofj  neceftary, 
and  the  leaft  the  Parliament  that  eftablirtied  the  prefent  Ci- 
vil Lift  defigned  he  fhoaid  have  :  Thcfe  two  Points  J  fhall 
now,  1  fay,  take  for  granted  ;  but  if  both,  or  either  bs 
controverted,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to  explain  myfclf  more 
fully  upon  this  Head,  unlcfs  fome  other  Gentleman  who  is 
(jf  the  fame  Opinion  with  mc,  and  more  capable  of  giving 
the  Rcafonn  for  iiis  Opinion,  rifcs  up,  and  faves  me  that 
Trouble.  For  tl-.is  Rer.un  I  f!"all  not  now  take  up  your 
Tirr.e  with  enlnrging  fjrther  ijpon  thcfe  two  Qucftions,  bui 
f.-.all  take  tlie    Liberty  to  make  you  this  Motion, 

Tnat  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majcfty  to 
c-prcfs  the  juft  Scnfc  this  Hon'e  ha^  of  his  Mnjefty's  great 
Goodnefs  and  tender  Regard  for  the  lalEing  VVt'firc  anvl 
i'nppinefs  of  his  People,  in  the  Marriage  of  his  P.oyal 
Ij'ighneis  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  and  as  iLis  Houfe  c;;nnot 
onait   any  Opportunity  of  fli-nv'ng  their   Zv';l  ^'.-.d  Reg.nfL 
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J)ino  \o  Geo.  for  his  Majefiy's  Honour  and  the  Profperity  of  his  Fa^ 
JI.  1736-7.  n)ily,  humbly  to  beleech  his  Majetty,  that  in  confideration 
\^y'y*\i  o^  ^^^  high  Rank  and  Dignity  of  their  Royal  HighnefTes 
the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wales,  and  their  many  eminent 
Virtues  and  Merits,  he  would  be  gracioufly  plcafed  to  fet- 
tle 100, coo/,  a  Year  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  out  of  the 
Revenues  chearfully  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  Ex- 
pences  of  his  Civil  Government,  and  better  fupporting  the 
Dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  for  enabling  his  Majelly  to 
inakc  an  honourable  Provifion  for  his  Royal  Family  in  the 
f-:me  Manner  his  Majelly  enjoy'd  it  before  his  happy  Ac- 
cefiion  to  the  Throne  ;  and  alfo  humbly  to  befeech  his  Ma- 
jelly tu  fettle  the  like  Jointure  on  her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Frincefsof  Wales,  as  her  Majelly  had  when  fhe  was  Princejl 
of  Wales ;  and  to  aflure  his  Majefly,  that  this  Houfe  will 
enable  him  efteftually  to  perform  the  fame,  as  nothing  will 
more  conduce  to  the  ilrengthning  his  Majeily's  Govern- 
ment, than  honourably  fupporting  the  Dignity  of  their 
Royal  Highnefs,  from  whom  we  hope  to  fee  a  numerous 
Illue,  to  deliver  down  the  BlelTings  of  his  Majeily's  Reign 
to  latell  Poilerity, 

I  know,  Sir,  that  feveral  Arguments  may  be  made  ufe  of 
againft  this  Motion,  Arguments  which  may  feem  to  be  of 
Dignity  and  Weight,  becaule  they  can  come  from  none  but 
fuch  as  are  in  high  Stations,  who  for  that  Reafon  ought  ne- 
ver to  oppofe  what  is  Juil  and  Henourable,  and  much  lefs 
ought  they  upon  any  Occafion  to  make  ufe  of  weak  or 
triflmg  Objeftions.  By  fuch  Perfons  it  may  be  faid,  that 
the  prefenting  of  fuch  an  Addrefs  will  be  a  fort  of  inter- 
meddling in  the  domeltic  Affair  between  Father  and  Son, 
which  the  Parliament  has  no  Title,  nor  ever  ought  to  in- 
termeddle with  upon  any  Occafion  :  But,  Sir,  I  muft  beg 
Leave  to  inliil:  upon  it,  that  our  prefenting  luch  an  Addrels 
cannot  be  called  intermeddling  in  any  Aftairs  either  public 
or  private  ;  it  is  only  offering  Advice  to  our  Sovereign  in  an 
Affair  of  great  Coiifequence  to  the  Nation  in  general,  and 
that  we  have  not  only  a  Right,  but  are  in  Duty  bound  to 
do,  as  often  as  we  find  it  necefiary.  It  is  an  Advice  which 
I  am  fare  his  Majeily's  Minillers  OL'ght  to  have  given  him  : 
If  they  have  not,  they  have  been  deficient  in  their  Duty, 
and  the  Parliament  ought  to  make  up  that  Deficiency  :  If 
they  have  been  fo  faithful  as  to  offer  the  fame  Advice,  and 
have  not  fucceeded,  which,  for  what  I  know,  may  be  the 
Caft;,  the  Addrels  propofed  becomes  abfoiutely  neceflary  \ 
it  15  what  the  Minillers  ought  to  be  fond  of,  becaufe  the  Ad- 
drefs of  Parliament  will  add  Weight  to  the  good,  tho'  un- 
iucccfifuJ,    Advice   they  have  given.      Then,   Sir,    with 
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refpeft  even  to  thedomeilic  Affairs  of  the  Royal  Family,  Amw  lO.Geo. 
they  ought  to  be  confidered  in  a  two-fold  Refpeft  :  If  they  II.  1736-7. 
are  fuch  as  may  contribute  to  the  Honour  and  Happinefs  of 
the  Nation  in  general,  or  fach  as  may  tend  to  the  Dif- 
honour  of  the  Kingdom,  or  to  the  bringing  of  any  Misfor- 
tune upon  the  People,  they  then  come  to  be  of  a  public  Na- 
ture, and  if  any  falfe  Step  be  made,  or  any  neceffary  Step 
negleded,  or  too  long  delay'd,  it  is  the  Duty  of  Parlia- 
ment to  interpofe  ;  and  of  this  Sort  furely  is  that  Affair  to 
which  the  Addrefs  now  propofed  relates. 

It  may  likewise  be  faid,  that  the  King  is  the  only 
Judge  of  the  Time  when  it  is  proper  to  make  a  Settlement 
upon  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  of  the 
Amount  of  the  Revenue  that  may  be  proper  or  neceffary 
for  that  Purpofe.  To  this.  Sir,  the  Anfwer  is  very  plain 
and  eafy.  There  are  many  Things  in  which  the  King  has 
by  his  Prerogative  the  fole  Power  of  Judging  or  A6ling  ; 
and  yet  in  fuch  Cafes,  if  any  wrong  Meafure  happens  to 
be  purfued,  or  any  proper  Meafure  neglefted,  the  Parlia- 
ment is  in  Duty  bound  to  a6l  the  Part  of  a  faithful  Coun- 
fellor  to  their  Sovereign,  and  advertife  him  of  what  they 
imagine  to  be  wrong.  The  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  or 
either  of  them,  may  not  only  offer  their  Advice,  but  they 
may  go  much  further,  they  may  examine  into  the  Affair, 
and  may  puniih  thofe  who  by  their  Weaknefs  or  Wicked- 
r.efs  have  given  his  Majefty  bad  Counfel.  The  King  has 
the  fole  Power  of  making  Treaties  of  Peace  or  Alliance, 
and  of  declaring  War,  and  yet  I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid 
that  the  Parliament  ought  never  to  interfere,  no  not  fo 
much  as  by  an  Addrels,  in  any  Cafe  of  that  Nature  :  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  faid  that  the  Parliament  may  not  only  ad- 
drefs upon  fuch  Occafions,  but  may  punifh  thofe:  Minifters 
who  fhall  advife  his  Majeily  to  engage  the  Nation  in  dan- 
gerous and  dellruiftive  Treaties,  or  who  fhall  advife  him  to 
avoid  a  War,  when  both  the  Honour  and  the  Intereit  of 
the  Nation  make  it  neceffiiry.  Therefore,  tho'  his  Ma- 
jelly  be  the  only  Judge,  when  a  Settlement  ought  to  be 
made  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  what  that  Settlement 
ought  to  be,  yet  the  Parliament  may  certainly  interpofe  by 
an  Addrell,  when  the  making  of  that  Settlement  is  too  long 
delay'd  ;  and  now  that  his  Ro)'al  Highnefs  is  not  only  ol 
Age,  but  is  married,  and  as  it  were  emancipated  out  of  hi=> 
Father's  Family,  it  is  certainly  high  'Fime  for  the  Parlia- 
ment to  interpofe :  Surely  it  is  not  fit  his  Royal  Highnefs 
fhoald  now  depend  upon  his  Father,  or  rather  upon  his 
Father's  Miniitcrs,  for  every  Shilling  he  may  have  Occafion 
toi  :  Tne  very  'Thought  raifes  in  my  Mind  fuch  ridiculous 
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J,  r^     I.;ep.?,  that  it  is  witli  the  utmoll  Difficulty  T  c-^n  refrain  from 


II.I7;6  7. 


cxprelTme;  ir.vicif  in  a  Manner  far  below  the  Dignity  of  the 
Subjeft :  Notiiing,  indeed,  could  prevent  it  bu:  the  great 
Kileem,  tlie  high  Regard  I  have  for  tiie  illuilrious  Perfons 
Vv'ho  feem  to  be  concerned. 

In  the  next  Plnce,  Sir,  it  ma}-  be  faid  tl'iat  his  Majefly 
has  a  legal  Right  to  the  Civil  /.;lt  Revenue  as  now  eila- 
blifhed ;  and  that  the  Addrcfs  piopoied  would  be  a  fort  of 
Encroachment  upon  that  Right.  1  (hall  readily  grant  that 
his  MsjCily  has  a  legal  Right  to  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue,  fo 
he  likcu'ii'e  has  a  legal  Right  to  the  Revenue  for  the  cur- 
rent Service  uf  the  Year,  and,  I  think,  we  but  lately  pafTed 
a  Law  for  hanging  or  traniporting  thofc  who  go  armed 
with  a  Defign  to  rob  or  diiappoint  him  either  ot  the  one 
cr  the  otiier,  which  is  more  than  any  Subjedl  ia  the  King- 
dom has  for  the  Protedion  of  any  fort  of  Property  ;  but  as 
both  thefe  Revenues  are  granted  by  Parliament  for  certain 
?.nd  particular  Ufe?,  both  ought  to  be  applied  to  thofe  Li^fes 
for  which  they  were  granted,  and  the  Parliament  has  a 
Right  to  infiil  upon  their  being  fo  applied,  T'he  Ci'.il  Lift 
Revenue  was  granted  for  fupporcing  the  Honour  and  Dig- 
nity of  the  Crown,  and  making  a  fufficient  Provifion  for 
the  whole  Royal  Family  ;  and  if  any  Part  of  that  Reve- 
nue Ihould  be  purloined,  hoarded,  or  mifappiied  by  the 
King's  Minillers,  and  the  Ilonour  and  Dignity  of  the 
Crown  neglected,  or  any  Branch  of  the  Royal  Family  not 
■lufficient'y  provided  for,  the  Parliament  has  as  good  a  Right 
ro  addrcf?-,  and  even  to  enquire  into  that  Miiapp'ication,  as 
they  would  have  to  enouire  into  the  Alifapplication  of  the 
"Revenue  provided  for  the  current  Service,  in  cafe  any  Part 
of  that  Revenue  fnould  be  applied  to  other  Parpoles,  and 
thofe  Seft'.'ces  neglefted  for  which  it  was  intended  by  Parlia- 
inent. 

Lailly,  Sir,  it  m.ay  be  faid,  that  fuch  an  Addrefs  would 
look  Comething  like  a  Parliamentary  Refumption;  that  it 
wou'd  look  as  if  the  Parliament  were  going  to  refume  and 
take  back  from  his  Maielh-  what  was  long  fmce  granted 
hy  Parliament,  and  fettled  upon  him  during  his  Life.  I 
Lonici'?,  Sir,  1  do  not  like  Refumptions  of  any  Kind;  I  am 
always  forry  when  I  'r.vA  there  is  Occ:;uor,  for  tijcrn  ;  but 
neverthelef;  a  Reu-;T-ipt:cii  m-:y  fomctimcs  become  reafon- 
able:  Wtien  the  Ca-.:!e  of  gr;ini:"g  any  Revenue  ceafes,. 
the  GraTit  itfojf  oi^gnt  to  c-j  lic,  and  ihcrefbre  ought  to  be 
reiumed,  or  applied  to  fonie  orher  Purpofe.  For  this,  even 
with  rcfpcot  to  ti,-  Civil  Li  :  Revenue,  we  have  a  hue  iVc- 
cedent  in  Point:  fr  !::}^,thc  Parliament  grnntcd  to  Kin-^ 
lV:i::c:r;:\  Civi;  IJ,;  'v:  e-ue  o''  -cc.oc-  /  "  >■  J■,;^  fir  t'>: 
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Ssr-^ice  cf  hi:  Hoiijhold  and  Family,  ar,d  other  his  Jieci/Jaiy  J/;no  lO.  C/a. 
Expe/ices  and  Occafwns.  This  Grant  was  by  Law  iettied  H  1-^:67. 
upun  that  iving  during  his  Life  ;  yet  in  17C1,  we  find  he  ,  y^''~\l 
rcfiuTied  ico,cco/.  a  Year,  Pait  of  this  700,000/.  Civil 
Liii  Rcvermej  and  applied  it  toward  the  Payment  of  the 
public  Dubts,  for  this  expiefs  Reafon,  bccaufe  the  Occaf,o7is 
fur  ^Lihich  the  /aid  100,000  /.  tvas  given,  ivcre  then  ceajed. 
This,  I  fay,  is  a  Precedent  in  Point,  for  a  Refumption  af- 
ter the  Caufe  of  Granting  Ins  ccaied  ;  and  from  a  Paiity  of 
P.eafon,  if  it  Ihould  be  afterwards  Ibudd  the  Caufj  of  Grant- 
ing did  not  require  near  fo  Large  a  Grantas  was  at  firli;  ima- 
gined, and  therefore  aftaaliy  granted,  ought  liot  foinc  Part 
of  that  Grant  to  be  resumed,  or  applied  to  fonic  other  Pur- 
poi'e  ?  So  that  if  it  could  be  fuppuied  tliat  a  lefs  Revenue 
than  what  was  intended  by  Parliament  would  be  fufiicienc 
for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  theie  would  be  fome  Reafon  for  a 
Refumption  ;  but  I  am  far  from  fuppofing  any  luch  I'hing  ; 
the  Addrefs  I  have  propofed  fliews  the  contrary,  and  there- 
fore it  cannot  be  prefumed  that  my  Motion  has  the  leail 
Tendency  tov/ards  a  defigned  Refumption  :  It  is  only  for 
having  a  Part  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue  applied  to  that 
Ufe  for  which  it  was  granted  by  Parliament,  and  to  v/hich 
it  ought  in  Law,  in  Equity,  and  in  Wifdom  and  good 
Policy,  to  be  applied  ;  tiierefore  I  hope  my  Alotioa  for 
that  Purpofe  will  be  unanimoufiy  agreed  to. 

The  Anfwer  was  by  Sir  Robert  IValpoU,  to  the  following  Sir  RoJ.e:  i 

Efiba:  /;;;^j;V. 

S  I  R, 

I  rife  up  to  oiter  you  my  Sentinier.ts  upon  the  Morioa 
which  the  Honourable  Gentleman  iias  now  been  pleaied  to 
make  to  you  ;  but  I  muit  begin  with  declaring,  that  i  never 
rofe  up  to  fpeak  upon  ar.y  Affair  in  this  Hoaie  wica  a 
deeper  Concern,  a  greater  Reludancy,  than  1  do  irpon  thf 
Affair  now  before  you.  J  fluU  moii  readily  a^^ree  wirli  I'r.c 
Honourable  Gentleman  that  it  is  a  Matter  ot  tlie  I'jV'.icit 
Importance,  it  is  indeed  of  the  utmoli;  Importance,  bu*  i:  i< 
of  fo  lad,  of  fo  melancholy  a  CcrK:ern,  th:'.t  .1  am  fo;  ry  i: 
ever  ihould  have  been  mentioned,  or  tliat  any  ;uch  Motioa 
fliould  l:ave  been  made  in  this  Kcufc.      I  ;':r.   iiiro  the  Ho- 
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Mno  le.Ges.  be  in.     It  is  an  Affair   of  Property,   it   is   a   Queflion  by 
II. 1 736-7.    which  the  legal  Property  of  the   Crown  itfelf  is  to  be  de- 

ayyy^x  termined  ;  and  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  muft  not  every  Gentleman 
be  under  the  greateft  Difficulty  how  to  give  his  Vote  or 
his  Opinion  ?  By  declaring  in  favour  of  the  Motion,  he 
may  feem  to  injure  the  Royal  Father,  his  Sovereign  ;  by 
declaring  againrt  it,  he  may  feem  to  injure  the  Royal  Son, 
and  Apparent  Heir  to  the  Crown.  As  I  have  the  Honour 
to  know  particularly  the  Wifdom  and  the  Virtue  of  both 
the  Royal  Perfons  concerned,  I  can  give  my  Opinion  with 
the  more  Freedom  ;  becaufe  I  am  fure  neither  of  them  will 
think  himfelf  injured  by  a  Gentleman's  giving  his  Opinion 
or  his  Vote  freely  in  Parliament ;  and  1  am  fure  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  ff^a/es  has  fo  much  Wifdom,  and 
fo  true  a  Senfe  of  filial  Duty,  that  he  will  never  look  upon 
any  thing  as  a  Favour  done  to  him,  if  it  has  the  leaft  Ten- 
dency towards  ofFeringan  Indignity  to  his  Royal  Father. 

That  there  is  no  AtFair  of  an  Importance  too  high  for 
the  Confideration  of  Parliament  I  fhall  admit  ;  but.  Sir, 
there  are  many  Affairs  of  a  Nature  fo  delicate,  that  neither 
WHdom  nor  good  Policy  will  allow  of  the  Parliament's 
taking  them  into  their  Confideration  ;  and  if  ever  there 
was  an  Affair  in  which  the  Parliament  ought  to  avoid 
giving  Judgment,  the  Affair  now  before  you  is  one.  From 
our  palling  judgment  in  fuch  an  Affair,  every  Man  with- 
out Doors  will  imagine  there  is  a  private  Miltake  or  Dif- 
pute  between  his  Aiajefty  and  his  Roja/  Highnefs,  and  fuch 
an  Opinion,  if  it  fhould  generally  prevail,  may  be  of  the 
moll  dangerous  Confequence  to  both  :  We  fhould  therefore 
if  pofTible  avoid  giving  any  Judgment  in  this  Affair;  but  as 
for  complying  with  the  Motion,  if  it  were  in  our  Inclination , 
i  do  not  think  it  is  in  our  Power  :  It  would  be  a  Violation 
of  Property,  a  taking  from  the  King  a  Part  of  that  Pro- 
perty which  is  already  eftabliflied  in  him  by  A61  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  which  he  has  as  good  a  Right  as  any  private 
Man  in  the  Kingdom  has  to  any  private  Property  he  does 
or  can  poffefs  ;  for  tho'  the  Parliament  has  a  Power  to  ap- 
propriate Money  to  particular  Ules  at  the  Time  it  is  grant- 
ed, yet  afterwards  they  have  no  fuch  Power;  and  it  has  al- 
ways been  a  Rule  of  this  Houfe,  not  to  enter  into  any  Con- 
fideration about  Money  once  granted  to  the  Crown,  without 
ftr.*l  having  the  Confent  of  the  Crown.  The  Civil  Lilt 
Revenue  has  already  been  granted  to  his  Majefty  ;  when 
we  made  that  Grant,  we  might  have  ordered  the  Appli- 
cation of  it  to  particular  Ules,  and  might  have  gone  fo  far 
as  to  have  appropriated  a  particular  Sum  to  each  refpeftive 
Ule  ;  fuch  a  particular  Appropriation  might  perhaps,  and  I 

think 
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think  wlih  Rc-afon  too,  have  been   thought  derogatory  to  ^;,^  jq  Ctg, 
the  Honour  of  the  Crown  ;  but  I  fhall  not  now  controvert    Ji   1726-7 
that  Point;  no  fuch  particular  Appropriation  was  then  made, 
and  as  it  was  not  made  at  the  1  ime  that  Revenue  was  grant- 
ed, we    have  now  na  Power  to  make   any   fuch   particular 
Appropriation,   with    refpeft  to   any    Parts  of  it,  or  with 
refpecl  to  any  Ufe  to  which  any  Part  of  it  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied ;    and  much  lefs  have  we  now  a  Right  or  a  Power  to 
prefcribe  to  his  Majefiy,  what  Part  of  the   Civil  Lilt  Re- 
venue ought  to  be  applied  towards  maintaining  the  Ho 
nour  and  Dignity  of  his  eldefl  Son,  or   in   what  Manner 
that  Application  ought  to  be   made  :  However,  this  will 
beft  appear  from  confidering   the  fevcral  Arguments  made 
ufe  of  in  favour  of  the   Motion,  which  1  fliall   take  upon 
me  to  do  in  as  brief  a  Manner  as  I  can. 

As  for  the  Maxim  fo  much  infiited  on,  That  the  Prir.ci 
x>f  Wales  ought  always  to  have  a  feperate  and  diflincl  Pro- 
vilion,   and   fettled  upon  him  in  a  Manner  as  to  be  quite 
independent  of  the  King  his  Father,  I  never  heard  we  had 
fuch  a  Alaxim  in  our  Conftitution,   nor  can  I  fee  how  it  is 
poffible  to  make  a  Son  altogether  independent  of  his  Father^ 
and  much  lefs  to  make  a  Subjeifl  altogether  independent  of 
his  Sovereign.     The  latter  would,  I  am  fure,  be  a  very  great 
Solecifm  in  Politics,  and  the  former,  whatever  may  be  th* 
Cafe  v/ith  refped  to  Royal  Families,  has,  I  am  certain,  of 
ten  produced   great  Misfortunes  in  private.      'Tis  true  the 
Cuiiom   has  generally  been  for  our  Kings  to  fettle  fornc 
Eltate  by  Patent  or  Charter  upon  their  eldeft  Sods,   and 
thofe  Charters  have  often  been  confirmed  by  Ai5i  of  Parlia- 
ment  ;  but  I  cannot  fee  a  goctf  PvCafon  for  faying,  that  tht* 
making  of  fuch  a  Settlement  is  abfolutely  necefTary,  or  that 
the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown  csnnot  be  educated,  or 
cannot  live  in  a  proper  Manner    without  it ;  for  that   De- 
pendency which  the   Son   of  a  great  Family  naturally  has 
upon  his  Father,  can  no  way  tend  tov^ard  the  Debafing  of 
his  jMind  J   and  the  Dignity  and  Grandeur,  even  of  a  Prince 
ef  Wales,  may  be  as  well  iupported  by  a  yearly  Allowance 
as  by  a  perpetual   and   independent  Settlement.     For  this 
Realon  there  never  was  any  Regulation  expreitly  eftabiiflied 
in  this  Kingdom  for  providing  an  independent  Settlement 
for  the  P'ince  of  Wales ;  but   en  the  contrary,  the  .Making 
of  fuch  a  Provifion,  and   the  Manner  cf  lettling  that  Pro- 
vifion,   have  always  been  left  intirely  to  the  King  upon  the 
Tlirone,  nor  has  the  Parliament  ever,  or  but  very  feldom, 
intermeddled  in  that  AfF;ir,  unlefs  wlien  applied   to  by  tt^c 
King,    or  by  lome  Perfons  under  his   Direction,  and  that 
Application  has  generally   nccceded  fr-sm  fome  other  Rea- 
Vol.  IV,  '    P  r.  io'M 
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Anno  lo.  Geo.  fons  befides  that  of  making  a  Settlement  upon  the  Trince 
fl.  17367.    of  Wales. 

It  is  not  fo  much  as  pretended,  Sir,  that  any  of  thofe 
Grants  made  by  King  Henry  III.  to  his  Son  Ednjoard  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Interpofition  of  Parliament  :  On  tKe  con- 
trary, 'tis  evident,  they  proceeded  entirely  from  the  Poli- 
tics of  the  Court  at  that  Time,  and  thofe  Politics  were  not 
founded  upon  the  MaSim  of  making  the  Prince  independent, 
but  upon  a  Defign  of  gaining  the  AfFeftions  of  the  People 
in  thofe  Countries  which  had  been  but  lately  fubdued,  it 
having  been  thought  more  honourable  for  them  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  King's  eldeft  Son,  than  by  any  other  Subje£l. 
Jn  like  Manner  we  know  that  none  of  the  Grants  made  by 
Edivard  III.  to  his  Son  Edivard,  the  black  Prince,  proceeded 
from  any  Addrefs  or  Application  from  Parliament ;  for 
tho'  they  were,  moft  of  them,  confirmed  by  Pailiament, 
yet  it  appears  that  all  thofe  Confirmations  were  obtained 
and  paffLd  at  the  Defire  of  the  King  himfcif ;  and  here 
likewife  it  maybe  faid,  and  I  believe  with  Juftice  too,  that 
the  eredling  of  Ccfrnivall  into  a  Dutchy,  and  fettling  it  upon 
the  eldeft  Son  of  every  future  King,  as  alfo  the  ereding  of 
Guienne  and  Gafcony  into  a  Principality,  and  granting  it  to 
the  prince  of  Wales,  proceeded  rather  from  a  Defign  of  do- 
ing Honour  to  thofe  Countries,  than  from  any  Defign  of 
making  the  Prince  abfolutely  independent  of  his  Father  ; 
for  we  find  it  was  a  common  Practice  in  former  Days,  to 
ereft  a  Country  or  Province  into  a  Dutchy  or  Principality, 
by  way  of  doing  Honour  to  the  Country,  and  in  recom- 
pence  for  fome  good  Services  performed  by  the  Inhabitants: 
Thus  we  find  the  County  of  Chejler  was  eredled  into  a  Prin- 
cipality by  Richard  II.  becaufe  the  Militia  of  that  County 
had  countenanced  and  enforced  his  molt  Arbitrary  Mea- 
fures  during  his  famous  Parliament  at  Shre^Jbury,  and 
every  one  knows  that  it  has  always  been  reckoned  an  Ho- 
nour to  any  City  or  Province  to  adopt  it  as  a  Title  for  any 
of  the  Princes  of  the  Royal  Family ;  therefore  we  are  not 
to  conclude  that  the  Grants  made  to  former  Princes  of 
Wales  are  a  fufficient  Authority  for  eflablifhing  it  as  a  Maxim , 
that  cvtry  Prince  of  Wales  OMght  to  have  a  ieperate  and  in- 
dependent Provifion  fettled  upon  him. 

Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  thofe  Cafes  mentioned  where 
the  Parliament  have  aftualiy  interpofed.  In  the  Cafe  of 
Prince  Richard,  eldeft  Son  of  Ednvard  the  black  Prince,  it  is 
very  probable  that  Application  from  Parliament  was  pro- 
cured by  the  King  himfelf,  in  order  to  difappoint  any 
Hopes  the  Duke  of  Lancajler,  his  fecoivJ  Son,  might  have  of 
lucceeding  to  the  Throne  ;  but  fuppofe  ic  was  not  procured 

by 
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fey  the  King  himfeif,  as  there  was  then  fome  Jealoufy  in  Anno  lo.  Geo', 
the  Nation  that  the  Duke  of  Lancajier  would  endeavour  to  n.  1736  7. 
ufurp  the  Crown  after  his  Father's  Deceafe,  who  was  then  fVvV/^ 
very  old,  the  Parliament  had  great  Reafon  to  addrefs  for 
having  the  eldeft  Son  of  the  deceafed  Prince  of  Wales  creat- 
ed Prince  of  Wales  in  the  Room  of  his  Father,  in  order  to 
avoid  all  Difputes  about  the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown;  which 
is  a  Reafon  cannot  be  faid  now  to  fubfilt,  and  is  a  Reafon 
very  different  from  that  of  having  an  independent  Provifion 
fettled  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales.  As  for  the  Application 
from  Parliament  for  having  Prince  Henry,  eldell  Son  of 
Henry  IV.  created  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Cornnvall,  ^nd 
Earl  of  Chejier,  it  plainly  appears  to  have  proceeded  from 
the  King's  particular  Favourites  in  Parliament,  therefore 
v/e  mult  fuppofe  it  was  with  the  Approbation,  or  rather 
Procurement,  of  the  King  himfeif;  and  his  Reafon  for  pro- 
curing fuch  an  Application  was  very  far  from  being  found- 
ed upon  any  Maxim  or  Dcfign  of  fettling  an  independent 
Provifion  upon  the  Prince  his  eldefl  Son;  but  as  his  owa 
Title  to  the  Crown  was  a  little  doubtful,  'tis  evident  he 
procured  that  Application  from  Parliament,  with  a  D^fign 
to  have  his  Son  declared  his  lawful  SuccefTor,  and  only 
rightful  Heir  to  the  Crown.  Then  as  to  what  was  done  in 
the  Reign  of  Henry  VI.  I  hope  n.one  of  the  Tranfaftions 
©f  that  unfortunate  Reign  will  be  infifled  on  as  good  Pre- 
cedents  for  any  Thing  that  ought  to  be  done  in  this;  for 
that  whole  Reign  was  a  continued  Series  of  weak  and  dc- 
Urudfive  Meafures  on  the  Part  of  the  Court,  and  very  un- 
j'ailihable  Incroachments  on  the  Part  of  the  Parliament. 

Thus,  Sir,  none  of  the  Precedents  mentioned  relating  to 
the  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown,  can  be  any  Way  taken 
as  a  good  Precedent  for  our  agreeing  to  the  Motion  now  be- 
fore us ;  and  of  the  two  Precedents  mentioned  relating  to 
the  prefumptive  Heirs  of  the  Crown,  that  relating  to 
King  James,  when  Duke  of  York,  can  have  nothing  to  do  in 
the  prefent  Qaelfion  ;  for  the  making  of  a  Settlement  upon 
him  was  fo  far  from  proceeding  from  any  Addrefs  or  other 
Application  from  the  Parliament  to  the  King,  that  \t  pro- 
ceeded rattier  from  the  King's  applying  to  his  Parliament 
for  that  Purpoie  ;  and  the  Parliament's  having  any  Thing 
at  all  to  do  in  that  AiTair  proceeded  from  Neceffity  not 
Choice  ;  becaufe  the  Revenue  of  the  Pofi:  Ofhce,  and  Wine 
Licenfe  Office  could  not  be  fettled  upon  the  Duke  of  York 
but  by  Authority  of  Paaliament.  And  as  for  that  relating 
to  the  late  Queen  Anne,  when  Princcfs  of  Denmark,  it  ap- 
pears probable,  indeed,  that  that  Aflair  was  firll  brought 
iato  Parliament,  not  onlv  without  the  Approbation,  bu; 
Pp    2  r.M:::.i:v 
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!,*?K«5  10.  GVc.  contrary  to  the  Inclination  of  the  Court  at  tiiat  Time: 
II.  1736-7.  But  what  was  the  Confequerce  ?  It  cccafioned  an  unfea- 
lonable  Prorogation  of  that  Seflion,  by  which  the  Affairs  of 
the  Nation  were  very  much  embarrafled  ;  and  if  fuch  were 
to  be  the  Confeqnence  of  our  agreeing  to  this  Motion,  I 
am  convinced  the  honourable  Gentleman  that  made  it, 
would  not  fo  much  as  defire  any  Gentleman  to  agree  to  it. 
Ivlay,  even  that  very  Parliament  could  never  come  to  any 
fixed  Refolution  in  that  Affair,  'till  they  had  obtained  tiie 
King's  Approbation  of  what  they  were  about  to  do,  and 
then  they  unanimoufly  agreed  to  addrefs  hib  Majefly  to  make 
a  Provifion  for  the  Prince  and  Princefi  of  Denmark  of  50,000  /. 
a  Year  ;  fo  that  even  that  Affair  can  be  no  Precedent  for 
our  agreeing  to  this  A'lotion,  'till  it  be  fome  Way  or  other 
fignified  to  us,  that  his  Majefty  approves  of  what  we  are 
about  to  do. 

From  ihefe  Obfervations,  I  think.  Sir,  it  will  appear,  that 
the  Precedents  which  have  been  mentioned  are  either  fuch 
as  ought  not  to  be  followed,  or  fuch  as  are  no  way  appli- 
cable to  the  Cafe  now  before  us;  therefore  it  cannot  be  faid 
that  the  Motion  is  founded  upon  any  proper  Precedent ;  and 
whatever  the  Wifdom  and  Policy  of  our  Kings  may  have 
been  with  refpeft  to  the  fettling  an  independent  Provifion 
upon  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown,  it  feems  it  has  al- 
ways been  the  Wifdom  and  Policy  of  the  Nation  to  leave 
that  Affair  entirely  to  the  Option  of  the  King  upon  the 
Throne,  and  never  to  intermeddle  but  when  it  has  appeared, 
or  has  even  been  fignified  to  the  Parliament,  that  their  in- 
termeddling would  be  agreeable  to  both  the  Parties  con- 
cerned. This,  Sir,  is  true  Wifdom  ;  this  is  right  Policy. 
Even,  in  private  Life,  it  is  generally  held  to  be  officious  and 
imprudent  for  a  Stranger  to  intermeddle  in  the  Family  Afr 
fairs  of  his  Neighbour,  without  any  Call  from  the  Parties 
concerned  ;  if  there  was  no  Breacii  before,  it  generally  oc- 
cafi&ns  one;  and  if  there  vvas  a  Breach,  it  makes  theJBreach 
wider  much  more  often  than  it  occafions  a  Reconcilement. 
'Tht  Parlir.ment  has  a  Right,  the  Parliament  is  often,  in 
Duty  bound,  ro  offer  Advice  to  their  Sovereign  ;  but  in  de- 
terminir.g  when,  or  upon  what  Occafions,  we  may  or  can 
offer  our  Advice,  we  ought  to  confider  our  Sovereign  in  a 
twofold  Refped  :  We  ought  to  confider  him  in  his  Political 
and  Royal  Capacity,  and  in  his  Natural  and  Paternal  Ca- 
pacity. In  all  Cafes  v.'hich  regard  his  Political  and  Royal 
Capacity  we  have  certainly  a  Right  to  judge  of  the  Mta- 
f'ures  thar  are  taken,  and  may  recommend  what  we  think 
moll  expedient  ;  but  in  Aflairs  which  regard  only  his  Na- 
mral  and  Paternal  Capacity  we  have  no  R'ght  :o  judge  ; 

it 
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it  would  be  officious  in  us  to  recommend,   without  fome    Jnfio  xo.Geo. 
fort  of  Application  from  him  for  that  Purpofe ;  and  as  the     H.  1776-7. 
Providing  for  every  Branch  of  the  Royal  Family  is  an  Af-    1>'''V'%J 
fair  which  regards  only  his  Natural  and  Paternal  Capacity, 
it  would  be  officious  in  us,  it  is  inconfillent  with  true  W'iidoni 
or  good  Policy  for  us,  to  pretend  to  judge,  or  to  prefcribe  what 
ought  to  be  done,  or  in  what  Manner  it  ought  to  be  done. 
That  the  Prhue  of  Wales  ought  to  be  fupported,  that  he 
ought  to  be   honourably    fupported,  I   fhall  mod    readily 
grant;   and  I   fhall  likewife  grant  that  the  Support  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  is  and  ought  to  be  a  Charge  upon  the  Civil 
Lirt  Revenue ;   but,    Sir,   that  he   has  either  a  legil  or  aa 
equitable  Right  to  any  particular  Share  of  that  Revenue, 
or  to  any  Share,  but  fuch  as  the  King  his  Father  pleafes  to 
allow  him,  is  what  I  cannot  (oeafily  admit.     I  have  perufed 
all  the  Ads  of  Parliament  that  were  ever  made,  relating  to 
that  Revenue,  I  have  particularly  confidered   that   Aft  by 
which  the  Civil  Liit  Revenue  was  fettled  upon   his  prefenc 
Majefty,    and    neither    in    that    A£t,    nor    in    any    other, 
can  1  find  any  Words  for  giving  the  Prince  of  Wales  a  legal 
Right  to  any  other  Share,  than  what  his  Majelty  (hall  pleafe 
to  allow  him  ;  nor  can  I  find   any  Words  from   which   a 
Right   to  any  other  Share   can  be  equitably  inferred.     To 
me  itfeems  his  Majelty  has  asabfolutea  Right  to  the  whole 
Civil  Lilt  Revenue,  during  his  Life,  as  any  Gentleman  in 
England  can  have  to  his  own    Eitate.     The   eldeit   Son  of 
every  landed  Gentleman  in  England  o\\^\\.  x.o  be  fupported 
out  of  his   Father's  Eftate,   and  that  Support  ought  to  be 
according  to  the  Charadler  and  Circumllancesof  the  Family; 
yet   I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid    that  the  eldeit  Son  has  any 
legal  or  equitable  Right  to  any  particular  Share  of  his  Fa- 
ther's Eitate,   or  to    any    Share,   but   fuch    as   his   Father 
pleafes  to  allow  him,  unlefs   that  Right   be  eitablifhed  by 
fome  Conveyance    made  to  the  Father,   or  by   fome  Settle- 
ment before  made  and  agreed  to  by  the  Father. 

In  all  Cafes  of  Equity,  to  be  fure,  Sir,  the  Intention  of 
an  Aft  of  Parliament  is  to  be  chiefly  regarded  ;  but  that 
Intention  mult  fome  way  or  other  appear  from  the  Word;;. 
We  are  not  to  take  the  Intention  of  a  Law  from  the  In- 
tention this  or  that  Gentleman  really  had,  or  may  fay  he 
had,  when  he  agreed  to  the  Palling  of  that  Law.  When  a 
Law  is  to  be  pslicd,  and  under  the  Confideration  of  Parlia- 
ment, every  Gentleman  may  have  his  own  Intention,  his 
own  Reafons  for  agreeing  to  it,  and  fome  may  have  Reafons 
quite  contrary  to  thofe  of  others.  One  Gentleman  may 
have  an  Intention  that  it  fhould  be  interpreted  in  one 
Way,  another  may  intend  that  it  fliould  be  interpreted  in  a 
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jlrno  lo  Ceo.  quite  different }  but  when  that  Law  is  paffed,  and  comes  af- 
Ji  1-36-7.  terwards  to  be  applied  to  any  particular  Cafe,  neither  the 
Reafons  nor  the  Intentions  of  thofe  who  paiTed  it,  are  to  be 
regarded  :  There  is  nothing  to  be  regarded,  but  the  Con- 
text and  the  Words  of  that  Law,  in  order  to  put  upon  them 
the  molt  equitable  Contlrudtion  they  will  bear  ;  and  to  put 
flich  a  Conllruftion  upon  any  of  thofe  general  Words  in 
the  A(5l  for  ellablifliing  the  Civil  Lilt  Revenue,  by  which 
that  Revenue  is  appropriated  to  the  Support  of  his  Ma- 
jelty's  Iloulhold,  as  would  take  from  his  Majeliy  the  Power 
of  judging  what  was  fit  to  be  done  in  his  own  Family, 
would,  I  am  fure,  be  a  very  unnatural  Conllru£lion,  and 
confequently,  I  muft  think,  a  very  unequitable  one.  It  is  a 
Conitrudion  the  Words  themfeh-es  will  no  way  admit  of  ; 
it  is  an  Intention  I  am  convinced  no  Gentleman  could  have 
when  he  agreed  to  them. 

I  hope.  Sir,  from  what  I  have  faid  it  will  appear,  that 
there  is  no  abfolute  Necefiity,  either  from  the  Nature  of 
the  Thing,  or  from  any  Maxim  in  our  Conftitution,  that  a 
certain,  perpetual  and  independent  Provifion  fhould  be  fettled 
upon  the  Prince  of  Wales;  that  if  there  were,  it  would  be 
very  improper  for  the  Parliam^t  to  intermeddle  in  the 
Affair;  and  that  his  Majefty  is  the  fole  and  only  Judge, 
whether  fuch  a  Settlement  ought  to  be  made  or  not.  There- 
lore  we  mull  conclude,  that  his  Majefty  is  the  fole  and  only 
Judge,  when  that  Settlement  ought  to  be  made.  But  to  take 
away  all  further  Difpute  upon  either  of  thcfe  Heads,  I 
mull  acquaint  you,  I'hat  I  am  commanded  by  his  Majefty 
to  lay  b-fore  this  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty  Yellerday 
fent  a  Meffage  to  his  Royal  Highnels  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
by  the  Lord  Chaticellor,  Lord  Prejtdcnt,  Lord  Stennardf 
Lord  Chamberlain,  Duke  of  Richmond,  Duke  of  Argyky 
Duke  of  Nenvcajlk,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Earl  of  Scarborough, 
and  Lord  Plarrington  ;  which  Meffage,  fo  fent  by  thofe 
Lords,  being  in  Writing,  I  fhall  now.  Sir,  deliver  to  you. 

This  Meffige  was  as  follows,  'viz.  *'  His  Majeliy  has 
commanded  us  to  acquaint  your  B.o\ai  Highnefs,  in  his  Name, 
That,  upon  your  Royal  Hiohmlsi  Marriage,  he  immediately 
took  into  his  Royal  Confideration  the  fettling  a  proper 
Jointure  upon  the  Prijicefs  of  Wales  ;  but  his  fudden  going 
abroad,  and  his  late  Indifpofition  fince  his  Return,  had 
hitherto  retarded  the  Execution  of  thele  his  gracious  In- 
tentions ;  from  which  fhort  Delay  his  Majefty  did  not 
apprehend  any  Inconveniencies  could  arife,  efpecially  fince 
no  Application  had,  in  any  Manner,  been  made  to  him  upon 
this  Subject  by  your  Royal  Highnefs  ;  and  that  his  Majefty 
hath  now  given   Orders  for  iettling  a  Jointure   upon  the 
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Prmctfs  of  Wales,  as  far  as  he  is  enabled  bv  Law^  fuitable  Anno  lo.  Geo, 
to  her  high  Rank  and  Dignity  ;  which  he  will,  in  proper  It.  1736-7. 
Time,  lay  before  his  Parliament,  in  order  to  be  rendered  Vi/'V'^^ 
certain  and  efFeflual,  for  the  Benefit  of  her  Royal Highnefs. 

The  King  has  further  commanded  us  to  acquaint  your 
Royal  Highnefs  that,  altho'  your  Roynl  Highnefs  has  not 
thought  lit  by  any  Application  to  his  Majelly,  to  define,  that 
your  Allowance  of  50,000/.  per  Ann.  which  is  now  paid 
by  Monthly  Payments,  at  the  Choice  of  your  Royal  High- 
nefs, preferably  to  Quarterly  Payment's,  might,  by  his  Ma- 
jcrty's  further  Grace  and  Favour,  be  rendered  iefs  preca- 
rious, his  Majefty,  to  prevent  the  bad  Confequences,  which, 
he  apprehends,  may  follow  from  the  undutiful  Meafures, 
which,  his  Majefty  is  informed,  your  Royal  Highnefs  has 
been  advifcd  to  purfue,  will  grant  to  your  Royal  Highnefs, 
for  his  Majefiy's  Life,  the  faid  50,000  /,  per  Annum,  to  be 
iffuing  cut  of  his  Majefty's  Civil  Lift  Revenues,  over  and 
above  your  Royal  Highnefs  Revenues  arifing  from  the 
Dutchy  of  Cornijuall ;  which  his  Majefty  thinks  a  very  com- 
petent Allowance,  confiderirg  his  numerous  Iflue,  and  the 
great  Expences,  which  do  and  muft  necefTarily  attend  an 
honourable  Frovifion  for  his  whole  Royal  Family." 

And  that  to  this  MefTage  his  Royal  Highnefs  xht  Prince 
returned  a  verbal  Anfwer,  which,  according  to  the  beft  Re- 
colleftion  and  Remembrance  of  the  Lords,  was  in  Subllance 
as  follows,  "viz,. 

"  That  his  Royal  Highnefs  defired  the  Lords  to  lay  hiriT; 
with  all  Humility  at  his  Majefty's  Feet;  and  to  aflure  hi; 
Majefty,  that  he  had,  and  ever  (houid  retain,  the  utmolt 
Duty  for  his  Royal  Perfon  ;  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  was 
very  thankful  for  any  Inftance  of  his  Majcily's  Goodnefs  to 
him,  or  the  Princefs,  and  particularly  for  his  Majefty's 
gracious  Intention  for  fettling  a  Jointure  upon  her  Royal 
Highnefs  ;  but  that,  as  to  the  MefTage,  the  Affair  was  nc.v 
out  of  his  Hands,  and  therefore  he  could  give  no  Anfvvcr 
to  it." 

After  which,  his  Royal  Highnefs  ufed  many  dutiful  Ex- 
preflions  towards  his  Majefty,  and  then  added.  Indeed,  my 
Lords,  it  is  in  other  Hands,  I  am  forry  for  it.  Or  to  that 
EfFeft. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  concluded  with  earneft'y  defiring  the 
Lords,  to  reprefent  his  Anfw-er  to  his  ;\'Isjefty  in  the  moft 
rtfpeflful  and  dutiful  Manner. 

From  this  moft  graciou.''  Meffage  it  appears.  Sir,  th-:t 
his  Majefty  has  for  lome  Time  given  a  yearly  Allownnce  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  fuch  an  Allowance  ^.s  his  Mnjefty 
Thought  a  very  competent  Albv/ar'c;  c'jrf:^'?r;T'g  h's  r.ii- 
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Anno  10.  Geo.  itierous  IiTue,  and  the  great  Expences,  which  do  and  muft 
II.  ij'6-j.  neceiTarJly  attend  an  honourable  Provifion  for  his  whole 
j>-«y-«^.  Royal  Family  ;  apd  it  appears  farther,  that  this  Allowance 
has  been  regularly  paid  in  that  Manner  in  which  his  Royal 
Highmfs  himlelf  chofe  as  the  mod  proper  and  convenient 
for  him  ;  therefore  it  cannot  be  faid  that  the  making  of  fuch 
an  Allowance  has  been  in  the  leall  delay'd  ;  and  if  the 
converting  of  that  Allowance  into  a  perpetual  and  inde- 
•  pendent  Settlement,  had  been  abfolutely  neceflary,  or  were 
now  iibfolutely  riecelfary,  it  cannot  be  (aid  there  has  been 
any  fuch  Delay  as  can  give  Occaiion  for  the  Interpofuion 
of  Parliament ;  becaufe,  if  his  Royal  Highneji  had  not  be- 
fore his  Marriage  been  fatisfied-  with  the  Manner  in  which 
his  Allowance  was  made  to  him,  or  had  but  fignified  that 
he  thought  it  was  elUblifhed  upqn  too  precarious  a  Foun- 
dation, his  Majelly  would  have  elfablilhed  it  in  any  Manner 
he  dtrfircd ;  and  confderirig  havi,  foon  his  MajtUy  went 
abroad  after  the  happy  M&rriage  of  his .  Rojal  Highnefs,  it 
cannot  be  pretended  that  the  leafc  unneceffary  Delay  has 
frnce  that  Time  been  made,  wjth  refpeft  to  the  making  of 
a  Settlement  upon  his  Royal  Uighr^cfs,  even  in  that  Manner 
which  is  faid  to  be  abfolutely  neceij^ry  by  the  Maxims  and 
Cuftom  of  the  Kingdom.  Bat  fuppoung  that  the  making 
of  that  Settlement  had  been  unneccflarily  delay'd,  whatever 
Delay  or  Negleft  may  have  happened  in  that  Refpedl  is  now 
made  up  by  his  Majslty's  MeiTage  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  3 
and  the  communiaiting  of  that  MefTage  to  this  Houfe, 
which  I  have  now  done  by  his  Majefty's  Command,  muft 
be  a  full  Aniwer  to  every  Thing  that  can  be  faid,  with 
refpeft  to  Time  at  leaft,  in  Favour  of  the  Motion  now  be- 
fore  us.  Nay,  from  his  Royal  Highncfi\  Anfwer  to  his 
Alajefty's  MelTage,  it  feems  reafonable  to  believe  that  his 
Royal  Highr:rjs  is  himfelf  fatisfied  with  what  his  Majcfty  of- 
fers, and  that  he  would  be  forry  to  hear  of  our  having 
agreed  to  the  Motion  now  made  to  us ;  for  what  other 
Ivjeaning  can  be  put  upon  his  Royal  Highnefs's  faying,  that 
he  Kvas  jorry  for  the  Ajfairi  being  then  in  other  Hands  .<* 

For  this  Rcafon,  Sir,  I  think  the  Debate  will  now  be 
brought  within  a  very  narrow  Compafs;  for  if  the  Motion 
faould  now  be  infifted  on,  it  can  proceed  from  nothing  but 
Gentlemen's  taking  upon  them  to  tUftcr  in  Opinion  from 
his  Majeity,  and  to  think  that  50,000  /.  a  Year  out  ot  the 
Civil  Lillj  befides  his  Ro\al  Higkncfs'^^  Revenue  arifmg  from 
the  Dutchy  of  Ccrn-ijjall,  is  not  a  competent  Alio\vance, 
confidering  his  Majeiiy's  numerous  lilue,  and  the  great  Ex- 
pcrices,  which  do  and  muft  necefiariiy  attend  an  honourable 
Pioviuon  for  his  wliole   Royal  Family.     A^-  this  has  been 
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already  infifted  on,  as  it  has  been  faid  that  100,000/.  a  Anno  10  Gef 
Year  is  the  leaft  his  Royal  Highne/s,  ought  to  have  out  of   jj  1-26.7  * 
the  Civil  Lift,  befides  the  Revenues  of  the  Principality  of  ,  ^•>J''^\ 
iVales  and   Dtitchy  of  Cornnvall,   and  that  it  was  the  leail    ^^       ^»^' 
the  Parliament  that  eftablifhed   the   prefent  Civil  Lift  in- 
tended he  ftiould  have,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  anfwer  in  as 
few  Words  as  poffible,   to  what  has   been  faid  upon    that 
Head,  and  to  give  my  Reafons  for  being  of  the  fame  Opinion 
with  his  Majefty. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  or  am  to  fay  upon  this  Head,  I 
would  not  have  it  underftood.  Sir,  as  if  I  believed  his  B.oyal 
Highne/s  the  Prince  of  Wala  ought  not  to  have  more  than 
1 0,000  /.  a  Year  :  On  the  contrary,  I  think  he  ought  to 
have  a  great  deal  more  than  double  the  Sum,  if  it  were 
poffible  for  his  Majefty  to  fpare  fo  much  from  the  Civil  Lift 
Revenue,  or  if  the  Nation  were  fo  happy  as  to  be  in  a 
Condition  to  increafe  the  Civil  Lift,  fo  as  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jefty to  make  fuch  an  Allowance  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  as  he 
deferves,  and  as  his  A'Injefty  would  incline  to  give  him. 
Were  we  to  meafure  his  Allowance  by  his  Merit,  as  we 
know  no  Bounds  to  the  latter,  we  could  prefcribe  no  Bounds 
to  the  former :  The  only  Courfe  we  could  take  would  be, 
to  offer  whatever  he  pleafed  to  demand  ,•  and  even  in  that 
Cafe  we  would  have  Reafon  to  fear  left  his  Modefty  might 
do  an  Injury  to  his  Gencronty,  by  making  him  confine  iiis 
Demands  within  the  ftricleft  Bounds  of  NeceiTity.  I  ain. 
not  therefore  to  examine  v/hat  his  Royal  Highne/s  ought  to 
have,  I  am  only  to  endeavour  to  fhevv  that  v/e  have  no 
Right  to  prefcribe  to  his  Majeiiy,  what  he  ought  to  give  • 
that  it  could  not  be  the  Intention  of  that  Parliament  which 
eflabliftied  the  prefent  Civil  Lift,  to  grant  1 00,000  /.  a  Year, 
or  any  other  certain  yearly  Sum  out  of  the  Civil  Lift 
Revenue  to  his  Royal  Highne/s  i  and  that  his  Majefty  can- 
not at  prefent  conveniently  fpare  more  than  50,000/.  a 
Year  out  of  that  Revenue. 

To  fay,  Sir,  that  the  Parliament  has  a  Right  to  prefciibe 
to  Lis  Majefty,  what  Provifion  he  fhall  make  out  of  his 
own  Eftate  for  any  one  of  hii  Children,  has  fomething  in  ic 
at  firft  View  fo  very  extraordinary,  that  I  am  furprized  t^ 
hear  it  infifted  on.  Such  a  Right  would  put  the  King  in  a 
much  vvorfe  State  than  any  one  of  his  Subjedts ;  and  1  mu'l 
defire  Gentlemen  would  confider,  what  a  Foreigner  would 
think  of  this  Nation,  if  he  fhould  be  told,  we  entruft  cIjs 
King  with  the  Government  of  the  whole  Kingdo.-n,  but  v/e 
v/ill  not  entrult  him  v;ith  the  Government  of  his  own  Fa- 
mily. I  do  not  know  tiiat  there  is  in  all  our  Hillcrlt;.  or 
Records  any  one  P;wtcden;  or    Foundation   fcr   f  :c;i  a  i'^r- 
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jfnno  10.  Gfo.  liamentary  Claun,  but  that  fingle  one  in   the  Reign  of 
II.  17767.    HenrfW.  and  that  was,  we  know,  (o  weak  a  Reign  that 
iyr>^~^i   it  became  neceflary  for  the  Parliament  to  affume  fevcral 
Rights  and  Privileges  which  they  were  not  properly,  and 
by    the   Nature  of  our  Conftitution,   intitled    to.     As  for 
what  the  Parliament  did  in  Relation  to  the  Prlncefs  Anne  of 
Denmark,  it  can  no  Way  be  madeufeof  in  the  prefentCafc; 
that  Affair  was  firft  brought  into  Parliament  when   they 
were  confulering  how  much  it  weald  be  neceffary  to  allow 
for  the  Support  of  our  Civil  Government,  and  then  it  be- 
came very   proper  to  take  into  their  Confideration  what  par- 
ticular Sum  was  to  be  allowed  for  the  Support  of  the  Prince 
and  Prmcefs  cf  Denmark  ;  for  tho'   they  were  of  the  Royal 
Family,  they  were  not  of  the   King's   own   Family  ;  and 
therefore  the  Appropriating  of  a  certain   particular   Sum. 
for  their  Support,  or  the  Addrefling  to  have  a  certain  Sum 
appropriated  for  that  Purpofe,  could  not  be  called  an  In- 
tcrmedd'ing  in  the  King's  domeftic  Affairs. 

Befides,  Sir,  it  is  not  fo  natural  for  any  Man  to  provide 
honourably  for  his  prefumptive  Heir,  as  for  anyone  of  his 
own  Children:  The  prefumptive  Heir  is  fometimes  looked 
on  even  with  Jealoufy  and  Envy  ;  and  therefore,  there  is  a 
very  Itrong  Reaion  for  the  Parliament's  interfering  more 
particularly  in  one  Cafe,  than  common  Decency  can  admit 
of  inthe  other. 

But  fuppofc,  Sir,  the  Parliament  had  a  Right  to  prefcribe 
to  his  Majeliy,   what    Provifion  he   fhall   make  out  of  his 
own  Elfate  for  any,  or  for  every  one  of  his  Children,  how 
is  it   p(  ffible  for  us  to  exercife  that  Right  in  our  prefent 
Situation  r   Before  we  can  with  any  Countenance  pretend  to 
exercile  fuch  a  Right,  we  oiiglit  to  examine  narrowly  into 
the  ProdiTce  of  the  Civil    Lilt   Revenue,   and   the   feveral 
Ufes  to  which  it  muft  neceffarily  be  applied,  in  order  to  fee 
how  much   his   Majeity  can  conveniently  fpare  out  of  that 
Revenue  :  We  ought  likewife  to  examine   particularly  into 
the  Eltablifhment  of  his  Ro\al  Highnefi'%  Houfhold,  and  all 
the  Expences  he  may  neceiTarily  be  put   to    for  fupporting 
the  Dignity    and    Grandeur  in   which  the  Heir  Apparent 
to    the    Crown   of  Great   Britain  ought    to  live,   in    order 
to    determine     what     particular     Sum     his    Majelly    fhall 
allow   him  annually  out  of  the  Civil  Liit  Revenue.     Is  it 
poifible  for   us   in  our  prefent   Situation  to  examine    into 
eiiher  ot  theie  Particulars  ?   We  have  at  prefent  no  Account 
relating  to  the  Civil  Lilt,  nor  any  Account    relating  to  his 
Roial  Higbnefs'^  HoufhoJd  before  us,   and  without  a  Multi- 
tude of  fuch  Accounts   it  is  not    pofTible    tor  us  to  go  thro' 
with  iiny  fu;h  Examination. 

N'ow, 
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Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Intention  of  that  Parlia-  Anno  10.  Qeo. 
ment  by  whom  the  prefent  Civil  Lilt  was  eflabliflied  ;  if  we  II.  17  36-7. 
confider  the  Circumllances  of  the  Royal  Family  at  that  i^,/S'"N-^ 
Time,  and  the  Circumftances  of  the  Royal  Family  when 
the  Civil  Lift  was  eilablifhed  in  the  former  Reign,  we  (hall 
very  eafily  find  a  Meaning  for  the  Experience  of  faj}  Titnes 
being  very  different  from  what  is  now  put  upon  thcfe  Words. 
When  the  Civil  Lilt  Revenue  was  eilablifhed  upon  his  late 
Majelly,  a  very  narrow  Scrutiny  was  made  into  the  whole 
Articles  of  the  Expence  of  our  civil  Government,  and  par- 
ticularly into  the  Expence  necelTary  for  fupporting  the 
Dignity  and  Grandeur  of  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  from  which 
Scrutiny  it  was  computed  that  600,000  /,  a  Year  at  leaft 
would  be  necefTary  for  fupporting  the  King's  Houfliold  and 
civil  Government  ;  but  let  us  confider  that  the  King  had 
then  no  Queen,  nor  any  Children  to  provide  for :  From 
the  fame  Scrutiny  it  was  computed  that  100,000/.  a  Year 
out  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue  was  the  leaii  Sum  that  would 
be  necefTary  for  fupporting  the  Dignity  and  Grandeur  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  let  us  remember  that  the  Prince 
of  Wales  had  then  a  Princefs  of  Wales,  and,  to  our  Happi- 
nefs,  feveral  Children  to  provide  for.  During  that  Reign 
it  had  been  found  that  100,000/.  a  Year,  was  fufhcient 
for  fupporting  the  Prince  and  Princejs  of  Wales,  and  all 
their  Children  ;  but  it  had  likewife  been  found  that  it  re- 
quired 700,000  /■  a  Year  to  fupport  the  King's  Houfliold 
and  civil  Government,  tho'  he  had  no  Queen  nor  any 
Children  to  provide  for. 

This,  Sir,  vj&iX.\\t  Experience  of  pajl  Times  which  gave 
Occafion  to  the  Increafing  his  p^-ei'ent  Majelly's  Civil  Lift 
Revenue  to  800,000/.  a  Year;  but  if  we  confider  the  Cir- 
cumftances of  the  Royal  Family  at  the  Time  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's AccefTion,  we  malt  lee  that  the  Parliament  from  this 
very  Experience  could  not  but  conclude,  that  it  would  re- 
quire more  tlian  700,000  /.  a  Year  to  fupport  his  prefent 
Majefty's  Houfhold  and  civil  Government ;  becaufe  he  had 
a  Queen  and  feveral  younger  Children  to  provide  for,  v/hich 
the  late  King  had  not;  and  from  the  Came  Experience  they 
muft  likewiie  have  concluded,  that  ic  would  not  require 
100,000/.  a  Year  to  fupport  the  Prince  of  Wales,  becaui'e 
he  had  then  neither  a  Princefs,  nor  any  Children  to  pro- 
vide for  ;  for  if  they  had  concluded  that  100,000/.  a  Year 
would  be  necefTary  for  fupporting  the  Prifice  of  Wales  fing- 
ly,  they  muil  from  the  Experience  ofpaji  Ti?ncs  have  grantt  d 
more  than  700,000  /.  a  Year  for  fupporting  the  prtient. 
King's  Houfliould  and  civil  Government,  confidering  I'^^t 
he  had  a  Queen  and  feveral  young  Children  to  provide  for. 
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'/Inno  TO.  Geo  which  the  late  King  had  net;  and  fince  they  granted  for 
II.  1736-7.  the  Support  of  the  prefent  King's  Houlhold  and  civil  Go- 
iy/-»Y~«vJ  vernment,  but  exadtly  the  fame  Sum  that  had  been  found 
from  the  Experience  of  pafi  Times  to  be  neceffary,  and  had 
been  adually  given  for  the  Support  of  the  late  King's 
Houfliold  and  civil  Government,  it  is  apparent  to  me  they 
concluded  his  Majelly  might  fave  and  dedud  as  much  froiu 
the  Allowance  to  be  made  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  would 
be  fufficient  for  providing  for  her  prefent  Majefty  the  Queen, 
and  all  their  ether  Children.  From  all  which  it  is  to  me 
evident  that  the  Parliament  that  elfablilhed  the  prefent  Civil 
Lift  did  not  intend  his  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  ha.ve  out  of  it 
a  full  1 00,000  /.  a  Year.  They  intended  only  what  was 
right  they  fhould  intend,  and  what  only  in  due  Deference  to 
their  Sovereign  they  could  intend,  which  was,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty fhould  allow  the  Pri?tce  of  Wales  what  he,  in  his  great 
Wifdom,  might  think  a  competent  Allowance  for  fupport- 
ing  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the 
Crown,  confidering  his  Alajefly's  numerous  iiTue,  and  the 
great  Expcnces,  which  would  neceffarily  attend  an  honour- 
able Prcvifion  for  his  whole  Royal  Family. 

I  think,  Sir,  I  ]i;>ve  now  clearly  fhewn  what  his  Ma- 
jefty meant  by,  and  what  the  Parliament  could  only  intend 
from  the  Experience  of  pa  ft  Times;  and,  if  we  now  proceed 
upon  the  fame  Foundation,  we  muft  conclude,  that  50,000  /. 
a  Year  is  the  moft  his  Majefty  can  fpare  out  of  the  Civil 
Lift  for  the  Support  of  his  Rcjal  Highnefs.  His  Majefty  al- 
lows  80C0/.  a  Year  for  the  Support  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  DukeoJ  Cumberland^  5000/.  a  Year  to  her  Royal  High, 
nefs  the  Princefs  cf  Orange,  5,300/.  a  Year  lor  the  iivo 
eldefl  PrinceJJes,  and  2000  /.  a  Year  for  the  i^:o  youngefi  ; 
all  which  are  extraordinary  Expences  unknown  in  the  late 
Reign,  To  thefe  if  we  add  the  50,000/.  a  Year  for  the 
Support  of  her  Majefty,  which  was  likewife  unknown  in 
the  late  Reign,  and  a  proportionable  additional  Allowance 
tor  Bed  and  Board,  and  other  extraordinary  Expences  in  the 
feveral  Palaces,  we  muft  conclude  that  his  Majefty  muft  ne- 
cefiarily  be  at  ico,oco/.  a  Year  Expence  more  than  was 
found,  or  could  beneceftary  in  the  late  Reign,  which  will 
make  the  whole  Expence  of  his  Majefty's  Houlhold,  and 
civil  Government,  without  including  the  Allowance  of  the 
prince  of  V/ahs,  amount,  according  to  the  Experience  of  paji 
Times,  at  leaft  8co,ooo/.  a  Year;  fo  that  every  Shilling 
his  Majefty  allows  for  the  Support  of  the  Prince  of  Walesy 
muft  ariie  from  Frugality  and  good  Management,  and  from 
contracting,  and  faving  a  Part  of  that  Expence  which  was 
found  neceliary  in  the  late  Reign.     Therefore,  fo  far  from 

concludinff 
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Concluding  or  imaginirg  that  his  Msjefly  may  fpqre  more  j^ijno  lo.  Gea. 
than  50,000/.  a  Year  for  his  Royal  Highmfs,  we  have  rea-     II.  1736-7. 
ion  to  be  furprized  how  he  can  fpare  fo  much.  ^^/'''V^Nto-/ 

But  this,  Sir,  will  appear  flill  more  evident  by  an  Exam- 
ple in  private  Life.  Siippofe  two  Country  Gentlemen,  each 
of  8000/.  a  Year  Eflate  in  Land:  Suppofe  their  Rents 
equally  good,  and  equally  well  paid,  and  that  their  Lands 
are  equally  taxed  ;  and  fuppofe  that  one  of  thefe  Gentle- 
men has  but  one  only  Son,  but  that  the  other  has  five  or 
fix  Children.  Can  we  fuppofe  the  latter  able  to  fettle  upon 
his  eldeft  Son  as  large  a  Part  of  his  Eftate  as  the  former  may 
Ipare  to  fettle  upon  his  only  Son  ?  Surely,  Sir,  no  Man  in 
Reafon  can  fuppofe  any  fuch  Thing ;  the  latter  has  his 
younger  Children  not  only  to  maintain, but  to  provide  for, 
and  therefore  neither  he  nor  his  eldell  Son  can  live  in  fuch 
Grandeur,  as  the  former  and  his  only  Son  may  do.  This 
is  the  very  Cafe  before  us:  His  prefent  Majefiy  has  but 
800,000/.  a  Year  Eftate,  the  late  King  had  the  fame,  if 
we  add  to  his  late  Majeily's  fettled  Revenue,  the  feveral 
additional  Grants  that  were  occafionally  made  to  the  Civil 
Lift  in  his  Reign.  His  late  Majefty  had  but  one  only  Son; 
his  prefent  Majelly,  to  our  Comfort  and  Happinefs,  has  fe- 
veral Children  ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  fuppoicd  that 
the  prefent  King,  or  the  prefent  Prince  of  Wales,  can  live 
in  fuch  Grandeur,  as  the  late  King,  and  the  prefent,  whillt 
prince  of  Wak:,  were  able  to  do,  unlefs  the  Parliament 
fhould  think  lit  to  encreafe  the  Eftate  of  the  Crown  by  a 
pew  additional  Grant  to  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue. 

I  fhall  take  no  Notice,  Sir,  of  the  Infmuations  that  were 
jnade  againft  the  Management  of  the  Civil  Lift:  Revenue  in 
the  late  Reign,  or  the  Method  of  fettling  it  in  this.  I  do 
not  think  they  any  Way  relate  to  the  prefent  Debate.  The 
Management  in  the  late  Reign,  might,  if  necefiary,  be 
?afily  accounted  for;  and  the  Method  of  fettling  the  Civil 
Liil  Revenue  in  this  Reign  hardly  deferves  the  Name 
of  an  Improvement.  But  now  after  having  (hewn  that  we 
have  not  properly  a  Right  to  prefent  fuch  an  Addrels  as  is 
propofed  ;  that  we  ought  not  either  in  Wifdom,  or  Policy, 
or  even  common  Decency,  to  prefent  fuch  an  Addrefs,  I  mult 
beg,  1  mull  intreatof  Gentlemen  toconfider  what  they  are 
about.  Gentlemen  may  call  it,  if  they  pleafe,  offering  our 
Advice  to  our  Sovereign  ;  but  it  is  really  bringing  his  Ma- 
jelly and  his  eldeft:  Son  as  PlaintifFand  Defendant  before  us. 
In  this  Light  it  will  be  looked  on  by  every  Man  without 
Doors.  It  is  ftating  ourfelves  as  the  higher  Power,  and 
bringing  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  fue  for  Juftice  before  us  : 
pur  agreeing  to  the   Qncftion,  would  be  a  determining  that 
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Jnno  lo.Cea.  his  Majefty  had  done  Injuftice  to  his  eldeft  Son:  It  would 
11.  1736-7.  be  giving  a  Vidory  to  the  Son  over  the  Father,  which 
|y*-<^#«vi  might  prove,  the  Lord  have  Mercy  on  us,  the  Deftrudlion  of 
both.  No  Man  can  patiently  bear  an  Inquiry  into  his  Fa- 
mily Affairs ;  no  Father  can  eafily  forgive  a  Son  for  ap- 
pealing to  a  higher  Power  :  For  God'5  iake,  let  us  Hop  in 
Time  this  widening  Gap,  which  may  make  Way  for  an 
Inundation  to  drown  us  all.  Our  agreeing  to  fuch  a  Queftion 
might  occafioa  a  perpetual  Breach,  an  Immedicabile  Vulnus, 
tho'  not,  I  hope,  Enfe  reddendum.  I  hope  the  Wifdom  of 
this  Houfe  will  timeoufly  prevent  any  Amputation. 

The  Queftion  now  before  us,  Sir,  is  of  a  moll  dangerous 
Nature,  it  may  be  the  Occafion  of  fuch  fntal  Confequences 
to  the  Royal  Family  and  to  the  whole  Kingdom,  that  I 
mult  think,  the  original  Authors  and  Contrivers  of  it  can 
be  no  Friends  to  either.  I  am  far  from  fufpefting  any  Gen- 
tleman of  this  Houfe,  or  any  Member  of  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament.  It  is  not  poiiible  for  me  to  fuppofe  that  either 
of  them  could  have  been  the  original  Author  or  Contriver 
of  iuch  a  Queftion  ;  and  1  am  fure  no  Gentleman  of  either 
Houfe  would  have  attempted  to  have  brought  fuch  a  Queftion 
into  Parliament;  if  he  had  viewed  it  in  the  fame  Light  as 
I  do.  We  may  remember.  Sir,  the  fatal  Divifion  that 
happened  between  his  late  Majefty,  and  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty when  Pniice  of  Wales :  We  may  remember  to  what 
a  Height  that  fatal  Divifion  was  carried.  The  Prhice  of 
JFalei,  the  eldeft,  the  only  Son  of  the  King,  and  Heir  Ap- 
parent CO  the  Crown,  was  turned  out  of  the  Royal  Palace, 
was  excluded  from  every  one  oi  the  Royal  Palaces,  and  was 
obliged  to  live  like  a  private  Nobleman,  in  a  private  Houfe, 
and  without  any  Guards,  or  other  Enftgns  of  Royalty. 
Nay,  his  very  Servants  were  tempted  and  hired  to  forfake 
him,  and  were  even  thieatned  and  buUiisd  if  they  refufed  ; 
yet  it  cannot  be  laid  that  the  Son  was  ever  guilty  of  any 
undutiful  Behaviour,  or  that  the  Father  was  dehcient  in  na- 
tural Afttdion.  To  what  then  could  this  terrible  Diviiion 
be  owing  r  It  could  be  owing  to  nothing  but  little  malicious 
Slanderers  and  Tale-Bearers,  who,  for  their  own  private 
Ends,  ftirred  up  a  Diviiion  in  the  Royal  Family  :  But  it  is 
Vvell  known  they  are  ail  Foreigners  who  were  the  original 
Authors  of  It :  We  know  there  was  not  a  Britijh  Subjed 
had  the  leaft  Hand  in  it.  However,  be  they  who  they 
will,  it  is  certain  they  could  be  no  real  Friends  either  to  the 
Fatner  or  the  Son,  or  to  any  ol  the  Royal  Family. 

lam  lurprizcu,  Sir,    to  hear  it  now  lo  much  inftft£d  en, 
uia:  che  Heir  ApDarcnt  or  Pxerumptive  of  the  Crown  has  a 

J^i£hE 
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Right  to  have  a  diftind  and  independent  Provifion  fettled  Anno  lo.  C«. 
upon  him.  I  remember  a  Time  when  this  Dodtrine  was  far  II.  1776-7 
from  being  admitted  as  one  of  the  Maxims  of  our  Con- 
flitution .  I  remember  a  Time  when  the  prefent  Royal 
Family,  who  were  then  the  prefumptive  Heirs  of  the 
Crown  by  A6t  of  Parliament,  were  fo  far  from  being  al- 
lowed a  diftinft  and  independent  Settlement,  that  they  had 
no  Allowance  at  all  :  Nay,  even  when  the  Queflion  was 
fnoved,  the  Parliament  would  not  fo  much  as  give  any  of 
them  Leave  to  come  and  refide  in  the  Kingdom.  The 
Maxim  now  infilled  on  was  therefore  very  far  from  being 
thought  a  Maxim  at  that  Time,  and  1  fhould  think  it  very 
ftrange,  if  thofe  who  were  then  fo  regardlefs  of  the  Pre- 
fumptive Heir  of  the  Crown,  fliould  now  fhew  themfelves 
fo  careful  of  the  Apparent  Heir,  as  to  do  an  Injury  to  the 
King  upon  the  Throne,  for  the  Sake  of  providing  a  v^xy 
large  independent  Settlement  for  the  Apparent  Heir. 

I  am  likewife  furprized.  Sir,   to  hear  the  Term,  Eman- 
cipation, made  ufe  of  in  this  Debate.     In  this  Kingdom  to 
talk    of  the  Son's  being  emancipated  by  Marriage  out  of 
the  Family  of  his  Father,  is  certainly  not  a  proper  and  jull 
Way  of  Speaking.     In  thofe  Countries  where  the   Term 
Emancipation  was  firft  made   ufe  of,  the  Son  was  in  fome 
Manner  the  Slave  of  his  Father.     In  thofe  Countries  Fa- 
thers had  at  firft  even  a  Power  of  Life  and   Death   over 
their  Children,  and  a  Right  to  every  Thing  the  Son  could 
acquire  either  by  his  own  Induflry,  or  by  Gift,  or  otherwife  ; 
nor  was  the  Son    freed  from  his   paternal  Power  by  Mar- 
tiage  :  The  only  Way  of  freeing  him  was  by  a  folemn  Aft 
of  the  Father,  an  Edift  of  the  Prince,  or  a  Decree  of  the 
Magiftrate;  and  the  Freeing  of  the  Son  from  the  paternal 
Power  by  either  of  thefe  Ways  was  called  Emancipation. 
But  in  this  Kingdom  we  can  have  no  fuch  7erm,  becaufe 
the  Father  has  not  properly  any  Power  over  his  Children  ; 
a  Son  after   he  comes  of  Age  has  no  further  Dependence 
upon  his  Father,  than  what  proceeds  from   filial  AfFedlioa 
and  Duty,   and  this  continues  after  his  Marriage  the  fame 
it  was  before;   it  is  a  Depcr.dance,   which  never  can,   nor 
ever  ought  to  be  taken  way  :    It  is  a  Dependance  which,  I 
am  fure,  no  Member  of  ttis  Houle  would  endeavour  to  di- 
minifh  ;  for  whoever  endeavours  to  uiminifa  it  can  have  no 
true  Regard  either  for  the  Sen  or  the  Father. 

But,  Sir,  I  mnfl  contef?,  I  am  no  way  furprized  to  find 
that  thofe  who  were  fome  Time  ago  for  incroaching  npon 
the  King's  Prerogative  with  refpect  to  the  Officers  of  hi; 
Armv,  fhould  now  be  for  incroachin^';  ".pon  his  pi-emal 
Power  wit.h  refpedt  ro  the  nroviuinj.^  n\  vv/iiitcvi-r  \u;nr'er  he 


Ar.no  lo.  Geo.VR.zy  think  mofi  proper  for  his  own  Children.  I  am  f)er-' 
il,)7:?6  7.  fuaJed  neither  of  thefe  Attempts  proceeded  from  any  real 
i^^i^vj  DifafFcftion  to  his  Majefty,  or  his  illuftrious  Family  :  I  be- 
lieve both  proceeded  from  miltaken  Notions  of  Liberty,  or 
from  an  erroneous  Idea  of  our  C'onilitution ;  but  I  hope 
-thofe  Gentlemen  will  confiJer,  that  what  they  now  propofc 
is  really  in  fome  Manner,  as  I  have  faid,  accufing  his  Ma- 
jclly  of  Injiiftice  towards  his  eldeft  Son.  It  will  be  fo 
looked  on  by  the  whole  Nation.  This  will  of  courfe  very 
much  lefi'en  the  Eileem  the  People  have,  and  ought  to  have 
for  his  Majefty ;  and  v^'ill  certainly  make  many  of  them 
fuppofe  he  is  no  longer  fit  to  rule  over  us.  The  Confe- 
quences  of  fuch  an  Opinion  may  be  extremely  fatal.  For 
my  own  Part,  if  I  were  in  a  foreign  Nation,  and  fhould 
hear  that  fuch  a  Qucilion  as  this  had  been  brought  into  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  carried  againil  the  Fa- 
ther, I  fliould  exped  to  hear,  by  the  next  Poft,  that  the  fame 
Parliament  had  depofed  the  Father,  and  had  fet  the  Crown 
upon  the  Head  of  the  Son.  This  is  a  Confequence  which, 
I  am  fare,  the  Son  would  be  far  from  deiiring  to  fee  ;  it  is  a 
Confequence  which  I  am  convinced  no  Gentleman  in  this 
Houle  defigns ;  but  as  it  is  a  Confequence  which  I  think 
fooner  or  later  might  be  juflly  apprehended  from  this 
Quellion's  being  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  therefore  I 
thought  myfelf  obliged  to  rife  up  and  give  my  Reafons  for 
being  againft  it;  and  now  that  I  have  done  fo,  whatever 
may  happen  to  be  the  Fate  of  the  Quellionj  I  am  fure  I 
fhall  deep  this  Night  much  founder  in  my  Bed,  and  with  a 
fafer  Coni'cience,  than  I  could  have  done,  if  J  had  given  only 
a  bare  Negative  to  a  Qaefiion  in  which  I  think  the  liappi- 
Dcfs  of  my  King,  the  Happinefs  of  the  Royal  Family, 
and  the  Happinefs  of  my  Country  fo  deeply  concerned. 

To  conclude.  Sir,  as  the  Honourable  Gentleman  who 
moved  you  this  Quellion,  has  told  us  that  feveral  Argu- 
ments of  great  Dignity  and  Weight  might  be  made  ufe  of 
sgainit  it,  I  have  and  fnall  always  have  fo  great  a  Deference 
for  that  Gentleman's  Opinion,  that  I  fnail,  upon  all  Oc- 
cafion?,  be  extremely  cautious  of  giving  my  Affent  to  any 
Queition  againit  which  he  thinks  any  Argument  of  Dignity 
or  VVeiglit  may  be  made  ufe  of.  'Tis  true,  he  endeavoured 
to  evade  thofe  Arguments  by  making  fome  fort  of  Anfvver 
to  each  ;  but  thofe  Anfwers  will,  from  what  I  have  already 
faid,  appear,  I  think,  to  be  very  infufFicient  ;  fo  that  the 
Arguments  he  made  ufe  of  againlt  his  own  Motion  mufl 
now  Hand  \\\  their  full  Force.  In  all  Queftions,  even  where 
the  Prerogative  is  concerned,  which  relate  to  APrairs  of  a 
public  Nature,  the   Purliamcut  may  interpofe,  but  in  thofe 

which 
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which  relate  only  to  the  Royal  Family,  the  Parliament  can  jnno  lo  Gea* 
have  no   Concern:    Even   his   Majelty's   Miniflers  cannot     n  1-,-f,-, 


properly  or  prudently  intermedJle,  unlefs  fperially  called 
upon.  As  for  the  Parliament's  refuming  any  Grant,  when 
the  Caufe  of  granting  ceafes,  it  can  have  nothing  to  do  in 
the  prefent  Debate  ;  for  there  is  no  Pretence  for  faying  that 
any  one  of  the  Caufes  for  granting  the  prefent  Civil  Lift 
Revenue  has  ceafed.  And  as  to  the  Amount  of  the  Civil 
Lift  Revenue,  and  the  Manner  in  which  it  is  eftablifhed,  or 
the  Ufes  for  which  it  ought  to  be  applied,  I  am  furprized 
to  hear  any  Objedions  made  to  the  former,  or  any  At- 
tempt made  for  directing  the  latter,  fince  at  the  Time  of 
granting,  as  I  am  told,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  in  one 
Houfe,  and  with  but  one  contradiftory  Vote  in  the  other; 
and  I  do  not  hear  that  in  either  Houfe  there  was  the  leaft 
Mention  made  of  the  Ufes  to  which  the  Whole,  or  any 
Part,  ought  to  be  applied.  In  fliorr.  Sir,  there  was  never 
any  Thing  happened  in  Parliament,  gave  me  fo  great  a 
Concern  as  the  hearing  of  this  Alotion  made.  The  very 
making  of  fuch  a  Motion  may  be  attended  with  cruel  Con 
fequences;  but  if  it  ftiould  be  agreed  to,  after  having  ufed 
my  utmoft  Endeavours  to  prevent  it,  I  ihall  pray  to  God  to 
avert  thofe  Judgments  waich  may  be  brought  upon  the 
whole  Nation  by  our  agreeing  to  fuch  a  Alotion.  This  I 
take  to  be  my  next  indifpenlable  Duty  ;  but  I  iiope  the 
Succefs  of  my  Endeavours  will  prevent  fuch  a  melancholy 
Occafion  for  my  Prayers. 

The  Reply  was  by  Mr.  Pultney  and  the  other  Gentle- 
man, who  fpoke  for  the  .Motion. 

S  I  R, 

The  Lnportance  of  the  prefent  Debate  I  fhal!  readily  ac- 
knowledge, has  been,  I  think,  acknowledged  by  every 
Gentleman  who  has  fpoke  upon  either  Side  ot  the  Queftion  ; 
but  fome  of  the  Gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  againll  the 
Alotion,  have  endeavoured  to  reprefent  it  in  a  Light  which, 
I  am  fure,  it  can  no  way  bear  ;  a  Light  which,  i  mull  f iv, 
can  no  way  contribute  to  the  Honour  or  Advantage  of  either 
of  the  two  Royal  Perfons  who  ieem  to  be  concerned.  To 
infmuate  that  either  of  them  can  conceive  the  lealt  Grudge 
from  any  Thing  that  pafTes  in  Parliament,  is  really,  in  my 
Opinion,  to  infmuate,  that  they  are  igriorant,  or  not  ob- 
fervant  of  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  Parliament.  This, 
I  believe,  the  honourable  Gentlemen  were  not  fufncicnt.'y 
aware  of,  otherwife  they  would  not  have  pretended  that  this 
Motion,  or  any  Motion  in  Parliament,  could  ever  occaiion 
any  Breach  or  Difpute  between  his  Majclfv  and  his  Rcy;iJ 

Vol.  IV.  R.  r  '  Highncfs 
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Jnno  \o.  Ci'o.  Highnefs  the  Prhce  of  Wales, ox  that  it  can  lay  any  Gentle- 
.II  17:^6  '^.     nian  under  the  leaft  Difficulty  how  to  behave. 

As  my  Attachment  to  the  -prefent  Royal  Family  is  fo 
well  and  fo  publicly  known,  I  cannot,  I  think,  befulpedted 
of  defiring  or  defigning  to  foment  or  llir  up  any  Divifion 
between  them:  I  hope  every  one  who  knows  me  will  do 
me  the  juftice  to  think,  I  would  do  all  in  my  Power  to  pre- 
vent any  fuch  fatal  Divifion  ;  and  for  this  very  Reafon  I  am 
for  agreeing  to  the  Motion  now  made  to  us ;  becnufe  it  will 
remove  that  which  is  often  the  Caufe  of  Diflenfion  in  pri- 
vate p'amilies,  and  may  be  the  fame  even  with  refped;  to 
the  Royal ;  for  when  the  Son  is  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Fa- 
ther for  every  trifling  Sum  he  may  have  Occafion  for,  it  is 
a  continual  Fund  for  Dillenfion,  and  often  begets  a  Lool- 
nefs  both  on  the  one  Side  and  on  the  other. 

It  is  to  be  fiippofed,    I    hope,   Sir,  there  v.'iil  always  be 
good  Reafon  for  prelum ing,  that  the  Bchavioar  of  every 
Gentleman    in  this  Houfe,   with  refped.  to  any  Motion  he 
may  mnke,  or  any  Opinion  or  Vote  he  may  give,  is  found- 
ed upon  what  he  thinks  right,  upon  what  he  takes  to  be  his 
Duty  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  to  imagine  that  his 
\Majeily,  or  his    Royal  Highnefs,  would  be  oftended  at  any 
Gentleman's  doing  what  he  takes  to  be  his  Duty  in  ParJia- 
menr,  is  certainlv  a  very  wrong,  and  a  moll  groundlef^  Ima- 
gination :  Bat  to  fuppofe  that  either  of  them  could  conceive 
«che   leafl:    Grudge    againlt    the    other,    on   account  of  any 
Alotion  or  Quertion   in  Parliament,    is  to  fuppofe.  that  the 
Parliament  is  directed  in  every  thing  they  do,  either  by  the 
one  or  the  other;  which  is  a  Suppolition  as  injurious  to  the 
Honour  of  Parliament,  as  it  is  inconfillent  with  the  Wif- 
tiom  and'  Juftice  both  of  his  Majelly,   and   of  his  Royal 
"vHighnefs  the  Pri/xe  of  Wales  ;    we  therefore  ought  to  fup- 
■  pole  that  neither  his  Majeliy,  nor  his  Royal  Highnefs,  knows 
any  thing  of  what  we  are  about ;  we  are  in  Duty  bound  to 
'fuppofe,   tlKit   neither  of  them   will    be  offended  with  the 
Fate  of'  this  Queftion,  be  it  what  it  will  ;  and  it  is  impolTible 
■to  fuppole  it  can  occaiion  any   Breach  between  them  .;  fo 
'that  let  the  Importance  of  the  (^eftion  be  of  ever  fo  high 
a  Nature,  itean  be  of  no  melancholy  Concur?!,  nor  can  it  be 
attended  with  nny  cruel  Confequences.     No  Man  can  from 
thence  imagine  there  is  any  private  Aliilake  or   Difpute  be- 
!tween  hi3M:ije!ly  and  the  Prince,  bccau^fe  no  Alan  can  juftly 
Yuppofe,    r  hope  no  Man  does  luppofe,  the  Proceedings  in 
"Parliament  are  directed  by  either.     The  only  Thing  they 
[csn -fn-ppofe  is,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs   is   net  as  yet  prd- 
♦vi/Jed  for  ir>  the  Manner  he  deferves,  and  ir.  that  Alanner  in 
'\vhich  ail  former  Pr/A'c^j  y"  Wales  have  been  ;  and  this  was 

not 
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only  Tuppofed,'  but  publicly  known,  and  generally  talked  Anno  \o.  Geo: 
of,  long  b-fore  this  Motion  was  thought  of;  therefore,  if  H.  1736-7. 
this  Motion  has  any  EfFecl  on  People  without  Doors,  it  will 
be,  to  ihew  them,  that  we  are  mindful  of  our  Duty,  and 
that  ws  Jiive  a  due  Regard  for  the  Honour  of  the  Nation, 
and  for  the  Happinefs  and  Independency  of  the  Heir  ap- 
parent to  the  C;  o^cVfj. 

I  am  fir  from  thinking,  Sir,  that  our  agreeing  to  this 
Motion  will  occafion  any  Breach  between  the  two  Royal 
Perlbns  concerned  :  On  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced  it 
will  be  extremely  pleaiing  to  both.  '  The  Royal  Father 
niuit  be  pleafe]  to  fee  his  eldeil  Son  and  Apparent  Heir  lb 
great/y  beloved,  as  to  have  the  Parliament  intereiling  them- 
felvei  in  his  Behalf;  and  t'aQ  Prince  will  be  pleafed  to  Ice 
the  Parliament  taking  Care  of  his  being  made  independent 
of  his  Father's  Minifters  and  Servants.  Therefore  no 
Gentleman  can  in  that  refpecl  be  under  any  Difficulty  ia 
giving  his  Vote  for  the  Queilion  ;  and  I  am  furprifed  to 
near  it  '.aid  th  it  by  voting  for  or  againll  it,  an  Injury  can 
be  done  to  either  of  the  Royal  Perfons  concerned.  Can 
the  giving  of  an  honei  and  difinterefted  Advice  ever  be 
Ijoked  on  as  an  Injury  to  the  Perfon  to  whom  it  is  given  ? 
Can  my  refufing  to  give  an  Advice,  which  I  do  not  think 
proper,  be  looked  on  as  an  Injury  by  any  Perfon  whatever  ? 
The  Addrefs  propofed  is  only  by  way  of  Advice  ;  and  it  is 
giving  our  Advice  in  the  humblell  Manner.  Shall  this. 
Sir,  be  called  a  Violation  of  Property  ?  Shall  it  be  called  a 
taking  from  the  King  that  Property  which  is  ellabliihed  in 
him  by  Aft  of  Parliament  ?  If  the  Motion  had  been,  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  taking  100,000/.  from  the  Civil  Lilf, 
and  fe;tling  it  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  there  might  have 
been  fome  Pretence  for  fuch  Exclamations ;  but  lurely  our 
advifing  his  Maje.ly,  in  the  humblell  Manner,  to  give 
what  we  think  the  Prince  ought  to  have,  can  never  be 
called  a  Taking  his  Property  from  him  by  Violence  ;  even 
fuppofing  he  had  as  good  and  as  abfolute  a  Right  to  the 
whole  Civil  Lill  Revenue,  as  any  private  Man  can  have  to 
his  Ellute  :  Which  I  cannot  grant  without  fome  Rcltridion  ; 
for  a  private  Man  may  fquander  his  Ellate  in  what  iManncr 
he  pleafes,  whereas,  if  the  Civil  Liil  Revenue  ihould  be 
iidiciiloud/  fquandered,  the  Parliament  would  have  a  Right 
to  interpofe,  and  would,  I  believe,  interpofe  in  a  Manner 
more  effedlua!  than  that  of  Addrefiing. 

To  pretend,  Sir,  that  the  Parliament  has  no  Power  to  ap- 
propriate Money  after  it  is  granted,  or  that  we  never  enter 
.nto  any  Confideration  about    .Money  once   granted   to  the 
Crj'.vn,  without  the  previous   Confent  of  tue  Crcwn,   has 
]v  X  z  no 
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Anno\o  Qco no  Relation  to  the  prefent  Debate;  becaufc  it  is  not  now 
I[.  1736  7.  propofed  to  biing  in  a  Bill  for  appropriating  any  Money, 
nor  to  take  into  our  Confideration  any  Grants  made  to  the 
Crown  ;  it  is  only  propofed  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  make 
luch  a  Settlement  on  the  Prime  of  Wales  as  we  think  ne- 
cefiary  for  fupporting  the  Dignity  and  Grandeur  of  his 
h'gh  Birth  :  But  I  mult  confcfs,  1  am  at  a  Lofs  to  know  how 
the  Power  of  Parliament  comes  to  be  confined  in  either  of 
the  Cafes  mentioned  ;  I  am  fure  the  Parliament  often  in 
one  Bill  appropriates  Sums  of  Money  granted  by  former 
Bills  in  the  fame  SefTion,  and  why  it  may  not  appropriate 
Money  granted  by  a  Bill  pafled  in  a  former  Seflion,  1  can- 
not comprehend :  And,  I  think,  but  lall  Seffion,  we  took 
into  our  Confuieration,  and  abfolutely  releafed  a  very  large 
Sum  of  Money,  formerly  granted  to  the  Crown,  without 
any  previous  Confent  of  the  Crown  j  for  I  do  not  remem- 
ber we  had  any  general  MefTage  from  the  Crown,  when  we 
paiTed  the  late  famous  Bill  for  and  againft  Smugglers,  by 
which  a  yt^-^  large  Sum  of  Money,  due  by  them  to  the 
Crown,  was  abfolutely  releafed  by  Parliament;  tho'itmuft 
be  granted,  his  M:ijefty  h.ad  as  good  and  as  abfolute  a  Right 
to  every  Shilling  of  that  Money,  as  he  has  to  any  other 
Part  of  the  Civil  Lifl  Revenue.  Therefore,  if  a  Motion 
had  adually  been  made,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  taking 
100,000/.  a  Year  from  the  Civil  Lift,  and  fettling  it  on 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  it  would  not  have  been  without  Prece* 
dent,  with  refpedl  to  our  having  no  previous  Confent  from 
the  Crown  ;  and  as  the  Parliament  has  certainly  a  Right  to 
fee  every  Sum  of  Money  applied  to  that  Ufe  for  which  it 
was  intended,  tho'  not  exprefsly  appropriated,  with  refpedl 
to  the  Power  of  Parliament,  fuch  a  Motion  would  not  have 
been  entirely  without  Reafon  :  But  as  the  Motion  now  made 
to  us  is  only  for  an  Addrefs,  there  can  be  no  Doubt  of  the 
Parliament's  having  a  Power  to  prefent  fuch  an  Addrefs  as 
is  propofed,  and  therefore  the  only  Queftion  is.  Whether  or 
no  it  be  proper? 

With  relpeft  to  this  Queftion,  Sir,  the  Debate  feems 
now  indeed,  by  his  Majefty's  MefTage,  to  be  brought  within 
a  very  narrow  Compafs;  it  feems  in  lome  Manner  to  be  re- 
duced to  one  fingle  Point,  which  is.  Whether  his  Majelly 
can  fpare  more  than  50,000/.  from  the  Civil  Liil  Re- 
venue, for  the  Ufe  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  F  By  this  MefTage  even  his  Majelly  feems  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  Prince  cf  Wales  ougiit  to  have  an  indepen- 
dent Settlement,  and  that  it  is  now  high  Time  that  Settle- 
ment fhould  be  made  ;  and  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  de- 
livered us  the  Mefiage  feems  to  admit  that  the  Settlement 

piojoled 
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propofed  by  it  to  be  made  is  not  a  fufficient  Settlemen; ;  fo  jlttno  i  o.  Oea. 

th^t  the  only  Quefuoti  now  remaining  is,  Wiietherthe  Civil    I  J.  1-736-7. 

Lift  Revenue,  as  it  ftands  a:  prefent,   can  pofiiblv  fpare  a   V>^V'"V7 

larger  Sum  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Royal  Ulghnefs  ?.  And  from 

this  being  made  a  Queflion  I  {hai^   fhew,   that  the  Addrefs 

propofed  IS  a  very  proper  Addrefs,  and  thfit  ic  is  become  ab- 

folutely  neceffary  for  us  to  agree  to  prefentfuch  an  Addrefs  ; 

but  asfome  Obje£tions  have  been  made  to  the  Right  which 

the  Prince  has  to  a  fufficient  independent  Settlement,  I  ihail 

firll  beg  Leave  to  anfv/er  feme   of  the  moll  material  Ob- 

jeftions  I  have  heard  made  againft  it. 

The  Maxims  of  State,  Sir,  in  any  Kingdom  or  Common- 
wealth, are  always  moil  certainly  to  be  deduced  from   their 
ancient  and  general  Cuftoms :  The  Hiftorians,  or  Political  • 
Writers  of  any  Country,  may  be  miftaken,    they   may  de- 
liver  that  as  a  Maxim  of  State  which  never  had  any  Au- 
thority as  fuch  ;  they  may  negledt  to  mention,  or  may  per- 
haps not  obferve  a  Maxim  which  has  always  obtained  ;  but 
where  a  Cuftom  has  been  long  and  generally  received,  the 
Maxim,  or   Rule  in  Politics  upon  which    that   Cuftom  is 
founded,  mufl  be  allowed  to  be  a  Maxim  of  State  in  that 
Kingdom  or  Commonwealth.     Can  any  one  then  fay,  the 
fettling  of  an  independent  and  fufficient  Provifion  upon  the 
Prince  of  Wales  is  not  a  Maxim  of  State  in  this  Kingdom  ? 
Is  it  no:  a  Cuftom  which  has  been  obferved,  without  any 
one  Exception,  as  long,  as  far  back,  as  we  can  trace  our  Mo- 
narchy ?  And  the  Wiidom  of  this  Maxim,  not  only  appears 
from  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  itfelf,  but  is  exprefsly  point- 
ed at  almoft  in  every  one  of  the  Charters  and  A(fls  of  Par- 
liament that  have  been  granted  or  made  for   that  Purpofe. 
Firll,  with  refpeft  to  the  Prifice,  the  VVifdoni  of  this  Maxim 
is   evident,  bccaufe    he  is  thereby  enabled   to  fupport   the 
Dignity  and  Grandeur  of  his  Birth,  without  a  Dependance 
upon   his  Father's  Minifters  and  Servants :   And   then  with 
refpeft  to  the  Crown  itlelf,    the  Wifdom  of  this  Maxim  is 
fliU  more  evident,  bccaufe  it  is  efiablifhed  and   fecured  by 
the  Honour  and  Charadler  acquired  by  the  Fleir  Apparent- 
Thefe  two  Confiderations  are  both  pointed  at  in  the  Charter, 
or  Aft  of  Parliament,  by  which  Ed-xvard  III.  granted   the 
Dutchy  of  Cornnuall  X.0  his   Son  Ed-xvard  the   black  Prince  ; 
and  in  the  Charter  granted  by  that  King  for  creating  his 
Son  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Reafon  for  that  Grant  is  exprefsly 
declared  to  be,  ior  doing  Honour  to  the  King,  and  for  ad- 
d'iiig  Strength  to  the  iNation  and    to   the  Royal    Family. 
Thus,  Sir,  we  fee  that  the  iettling  of  an  independent  Pro- 
vifion upon  the   Prince   of  Wales,  was  looked  on  as  a  Piece 
of  great  V/ildom  by  Ed-j<:cird\ll.  but  now  it  feems  we  are 

to 
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Jlftnd  10:  Geo.  to  look  on  it  as  a  Solccifm  in  Politics, 'as  a  Step  which- 
11. 1736-7.    might  be  the  Occai'ion  of  great  Misfortunes  to  the  Royal 
Family.  ■  •' 

But,  Sir,  while  I  can  diftinguifh  between  that  laudable, 
that  honourable  Dependance,  which  proceeds  from  Royalty 
and  filial  Duty,  and  that  vile,  that  fordid  Dependance,- 
which  proceeds  from  Lucre,  I  fhall  always  be  of  the  fame 
Opinion  with  our  great  King  Ed~vardlll.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  muft  always  have  a  Dependance  on  the  King  as  his 
Father,  as  his  Sovereign :  This  is  a  Sort  of  Dependance 
which  no  Man  can,  which  no  honeft  Man  would  endeavour- 
to  take  away  oi-  dirhinifh  ;  but  to  fay  that  he  ought  to  have 
a  pecuniary  Dependance  upon  the  King,  or  rather  upon 
the  King's  Minilkrs,  i?  to  fay  he  ought  to  have  a  Sort  of 
Dependance  which  no  Man  of  Honour  or  Spirit  can  fubmit 
to  ;  and  it  is  a  Sort  of  Dependance  abfolutely  inconfillent  • 
with  our  Conftitution.  The  Prince  of  Wales  is  by  his  Birth 
the  firll:  Peer  in  Parliament,  and  confequently  ought  not  to 
be  fubjfrfted  to  a  difhonourable  Dependance  upon  any  Man  ; 
but  if  it  fliould  once  be  eftabliihed  as  a  Maxim,  that  he 
ought  to  be  under  a  vile  pecuniary  Dependance  upon  his 
Sovereign,  it  might  then  be  julHy  faid,  he  was  not  only  the 

£rft  Peer,  but  the  firft  Penfioner  in  Parliament. From 

this  Confideration  alone  we  may  fee  how  abfolutely  necelTary 
it  is,  to  have  a  fuilicient  and  independent  Provision  fe'tled 
upon  every  PrinceofWah^s  before  he  comes  to  Man's  Eftate  ; 
and  the  making  of  fuch  a  Sertlement  will  be  fo  far  from 
deitroying  or  diminifhing  that  Dependance  which  proceeds 
from  Loyalty  and  filial  Duty,  that  ir  will  increafe  and  fecure 
it;  v/hereas  the  keeping  him  under  a  pecuniary  Depen- 
dance may  provoke  him  to  (hake  off  both  his  Loyalty  and 
£lial  Duty.  A  pecuniary  Dependance  is  a  Dependance  of 
fo  flavifh  a  Nature,  that  no  great  Mind  can  long  bear  it  : 
The  more  Honour,  the  more  Spirit  a  Mm  has,  the  more 
impatient  will  he  be  to  get  rid  ot  fuch  a  Dependance,  and 
that  Impatience  may  at  \iA  get  the  better  both  of  his 
Loyalty  and  his  filial  Duty. 

Thus,  Sir,  in  every  Light  we  can  put  it,  the  Wifdom  of 
this  M.txim,and  the  Nccelhty  of  obferving  i:,  muil  appear 
evident  to  thofc  who  think  there  is  any  other  Dependance 
in  Nature  befiJes  that  which  proceeds  from  Lucre.  Indeed 
to  tho.fe  who  pat  no  Trull  in  any  other  Sort  of  Dependance, 
the  Politics  ol  Ed-M.ird\\\.  and  the  Maxim  on  which  thofe 
Politics  were  founded,  m'.i:l:  appear  ridiculous  and  abfurd  ; 
ba:,  I  hope,  there  are  no  luch  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe.  I 
hope  therv=;  !s  no  G.!nt!em  i:i  in  tnis  Houfe  tliat  ever  Tub - 
;;:iKei  to  :ac!i  a  :^u'::h  Di;.^ii:i:inc^,    0:    t:i.u  Z'-'tx   endea- 
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TOured  to  impofe  any  fuch  upon  others  ;  and,  I  am  Aire,  ,<^,i3ria./G?(?. 
no  Man  can  put  bis  only  Truit  in  that  which  he  has  never   il.  1736-7. 
felt  within  himfelt,  nor  ever  experienced  in  others.  L/''*V"\J 

For  this  Reafon  it  cannot  but  jippear  itrange  to  me,  that 
any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  ihould  attempt  to  evade  or  deny 
•  the  Maxim  I  have  endeavoured  to  eftablilh;  yet  fo  loth,  I 
-ilnd,  are  fome  Gentlemen  to  admit  of  it  as  a  Maxim  of 
'State  In  this  Kingdom,  that  they  have  ranfacked  our  Hifto- 
ries  to  find  out  other  Reafons  for  the  frequent  Settlements 
made  upon  our  Princes  of  Wales ;  and  tho'  the  Security  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  enabling  the  Prhice  to  fupport  the  Ho- 
nour and  Dignity  of  his  noble  Birth,  are  the  Reafons,  and 
the  only  Reafons,  mentioned  in  the  Charters  by  which  thofe 
Settlements  were  made,  yet  we  are  told  thefe  were  not  the 
true  Reafons ;  but  that  the  true  Reafons  were,  in  order  to 
do  Honour  to  fome  County  or  Borough,  to  fecure  the 
AfFeflions  of  a  People  newly  conquered,  or  to  declare  and 
.eftablilh  the  Right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  next  Heir  to 
the  Crown.  Thus  when  we  are  to  interpret  ancient  Law  s 
or  Charters,  we  arefnot  to  take  their  iVIeaning  or  Intention 
from  the  Words,  we  are  to  have  no  Regard  to  the  exprefs 
Words  of  the  Law,  tut  we  are  to  take  its  Meaning  or  In- 
.  tentton  from  the  Hiftbry  of  fome  cotemporary  Fac^s  with 
which  we  cannot  bjut  be  very  well  acquainted  ;  whereas 
when  we  are  to.  interpret  any  late  Statute,  for  Example, 
the  Statutes  by  which  the  Civil  Lill  Revenue  was  eftablillied, 
we  are  to  regard  the  Words  only,  we  arc  not  to  take  the 
Meaning  or  Intention  of  the  Law  from,  the  Hillory  of  thoje 
cotemporary  Fads  with  which  we  are  very  well  acquainted, 
and  v/hich  Fads,  to  the  particular  Knowledge  of  many  of 
us,  greatly  influenced  the  PaiTjng  of  thofe  Laws,  and  were 
the  chiet  Caule  of  the  Shape  they  nov/  appear  in.  Whe- 
ther this  Method  of  interpreting  Statutes  be  ellablifhed  upon 
aay  Rule  or  Maxim  of  Luw,  1  do  not  know  ;  but  to  me  it 
feems.diredly  contrary  to  common  Senfe  ;  and  therefore  I 
mult  flill  continue  to  think,  it  has  always  been  held  as. a 
Maxim  of  State.:in  this  Kingdom,  that  the /"r/wr?  o/"  Wat'is 
ought  to  have  a  iufScieot  independent  Kilate  of  his  own; 
and  that  this  Maxim,  and  the  .Wifdcm  and  Policy  upon 
wh:ch  It  is  founded,  were  the  chief  Caiiies  of  all  thole  Settle' 
merits  that  have  been  made. 

A  yearly  Allovvan-.e,  or  an  Annuity  depending  upon  the 
Will  and  Plealure  of  the  King,  might  peihap;,  eoiible  the 
Pnnce,  il  he  rcloived  to  ipend  the  Whole,  year)}'  as  ircpn-.ca 
i/:,  to  livj  in  as-  grnnd  a  Manner,  as  an  Annui:y  cf  the; 
-la.-.ie  Value  fettled  upon  hini  iiidevcr^ici  I'y  at.d  for  !  ,:i- ; 
but  ..  s  an    Annuity  G4)e;.dir.g   upQu  the  'A  ■lii  of  r.ny.Man 

V.:'J.i\ 
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Anno  TO.  OeO'  muH;  be  precarious  and  uncertain,  no  Man  of  common  Pru- 
jir.  I '736-7.  dence  will  refolve  to  fpend  the  Whole  yearly:  He  will 
vy'''s^^\i  '00k  on  it  as  a  Sunfhine,  upon  the  Continuance  of  which  he 
can  have  no  Dependance,  and  that  therefore  he  ought  to 
i'ave  as  much  as  poiTible,  in  order  to  provide  for  a  cloudy 
or  rainy  Day.  Belides,  Sir,  an  Annoity  of  fuch  a  Nature 
looks  fo  very  like  a  Penfion,  it  would  be  inconfiftcnt  -with 
the  Honour  of  the  Nation  to  faffer  that  the  Heir  Apparent 
to  the  Crown  fhoald  have  nothing  elic  to  depend  on.  k 
would  even  be  inconfillent  with  our  Conftitution  :  In  this 
Kingdom  we  do  not  admit  the  Judges  of  our  Common- 
Law  Courts  to  depend  upon  the  precarious  Will  and  Pleafure 
of  the  King, and  ihail  we  admit  or  fufFer  that  the  Pr-hice  0/ 
Wales,  who  is  one  of  the  judges  of  the  lupreme  and  highclt 
Court  of  Judicature  irt  the  Nation,  Ihould  have  nothing  elfe 
to  depend  on  ?  The.-efore  we  mult  conclude  that,  from  the 
eitablifhed  Maxims  of  the  Kingdom,  from  a  continued 
Series  cf  Precedents  for  a  great  many  Ages  paffed,  and  from 
the  very  Nature  of  oar  Conrtitution,  the  Prir.ce  of  IValts 
has  a  Right  to  a  fuiHcient  and  independent  Settlement ;  and 
that  the  Parliament  may  interpofe  for  making  that  Right 
cfi2ctua!,  has  been  Ibewn  from  many  Precedents. 

*  lis  trae,  Sir,  this  likewife  has  been  objeded  to,  and  it 
has  been  laid,  that  the  Parliament  has  feldom  or  never  inter- 
pofed  but  when  defired  or  prompted  by  the  Crown  to  do 
lo  ;  or  ctherwife,  that  the  Precedents  are  fuch  as  ought  not 
to  be  drawn  into  Example.  Sir,  7  here  is  not  one  of  the 
Precedents  which  have  been  mentioned,  that  appears  to  have 
been  founded  upon  any  Aleffage  from  the  Crown.  The 
iMotion  was  perhaps,  in  fome  of  them,  made  by  one  who 
was  known  to  be  a  Courtier ;  but  can  it  be  faid  that  the 
Motion's  being  made  by  a  Courtier,  without  fo  much  as 
fignifying  he  had  any  Authority  from  the  Crown  for  that 
Purpoie,  would  have  m.^de  it  proper  for  the  Parliament  to 
iiave  agreed  to  a  iMotion,  which  it  would  not  have  beeii 
proper  for  them  to  have  agreed  to,  if  the  fame  had  been 
made  by  any  other  Perfon,  or  by  one  who  was  not  knowxi 
to  be  a  Courtier  ?  Therefore  we  mall  fiippofe,  that  without 
any  P.egard  to  the  Mover,  tl;e  Parliament  approved  of  the 
Motion,  and  thought  it  fuch  a  one  as  Uas  proper  for  them 
to  agree  to  ;  and  from  thence  we  mull  conclude,  that  every- 
one of  the  Precedents  mentioned  in  the  Beginning  of  thii 
Debate  is  a  good  Precedent  for  the  Addrefs  propoied. 

But  un'uckily,  Sir,  for  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other  Side 
of  the  Quellion,  there  are,  i  think,  very  fufficient  Reafons 
far  believing,  the  Addrefs,  or  Petition  of  Parliament,  for 
havir?  Ri:hard  the  "isr.  of  the  Biack  Prince  created  Prirui 
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4Sf  Wales,  was  refolved  on  by  Parliament  without  any  Di-  Jnno  lo.  Geo". 
reftion  from,  nay  probably  in  Oppofition  to  the  Court  at  II.  1726  7  * 
that  Time ;  for  it  appears  from  our  Records,  that  that  vy'>J-\^\ 
young  Prince  was  fent  to  Parliament  at  the  Defire  and  upon  ^'^' 

a  Petition  of  the  Commons  ;  and  when  the  Parliament  ad- 
drefled  for  having  him  created  Prince  of  Wales,  the  King's 
vAnfwer  fhews  he  was  not  very  well  pleafed  with  the  j^d- 
drefs ;  for  in  his  Anfwer  he  tells  them,   the  creating  of  a 
■Prince  of  Wales  no  way  belonged  to  the  Parliament,  but  to 
the  King  only ;  which  is  an  Anfwer  it  can  hardly  be  fup- 
pofed  he  would  have  made,  if  the  Addrefs  of  Parliament 
had  proceeded  from   his  Authority,  or  had  been  moved  for 
with  his  Approbation  :  Then  again,  from  the  Circumflances 
of  the  Court  at   that  Time,   it  is  not   probable  the  King 
would  have  been  fo  forward  in  creating  his  Grandfon  Prince 
■cf  Wales,  if  he  had  not  been  forced  to  it  by  his  Parliament  ; 
'for  it  is  certain  that  King,  in  his  old  Age,  fell  into  a  Sort 
of  Lo'ue  Dotage,  and  gave  himfelf  entirely  up  to  the  Ma- 
nagement of  his  A'liftrefs  Jlice  Pierce,  and   his  fcccnd  Son, 
the  Duke  of  Latncafier,  which  raifcd  a  mofl:  reafonable  Jea- 
loufy  in  Bd'vjard  the  Black  Prince,   who  was  then  upon  his 
Death  bed,  and  therefore  could  not  but  be  anxious  about  the 
Safety  and  "Right  of  his  only  Son  Prince  Richard,  whom  he 
found  he  was  foon  to  leave  a  Child  in  the  Hands  of  a  doting 
Grandfather,  and  an   ambitious 'afpiring  Uncle.     For  this 
Reafon,  'tis  thought,   he  applied    privately  to  Parliament, 
and  they  obliged   the  King  to  fend  his  fecond  Son  abroad, 
and  to  banifh  his    Miftrcis  and    all    her   Favourites    from 
Court,  which  happened  only  about  a  Year  before  the  Black 
Prince's  Death  ;  but  no  fooner  was  that   Prince  dead    than 
the  King  recalled  this  Diikc  of  Lamcafter  ;  and  Jlice  Pierce, 
and  her  Favourites,  refumed  their  Places  ar.d  their  Intereit 
at  Court,  inlomuch  that  a  .Member  of  the   Hoafe  of  Com- 
mons was  imprifoned  for  having  fpcke  freely  agiinit  her  in 
Parliament,  and  was  adually  a  Priioncr,  when   Prince   Pi- 
chard  was   created   Prince  of  Wales,    which  fhews  that  the 
King  was  then  very  much  under  her  Man^rrement;  and  it 
is  not  very  probable  (he  would  advife  the  King  to  be  fo  very 
fpeedy  in  conferring  that  Honour  on  Prince  Richard,   fiiice 
fhe  could  not  but  be  fenfibie  ih^t  joung  Prince's  Father  had 
been  the  Caufe    of  her  having   been   banifhcd    the    Court. 
For  thefe    Reafons  I  think  it  may  mod   probably  be  pre- 
fumed,  that  both  the  Motions  in  Favour  of  Prince  Richar,\, 
both  that  for  his  coming  to  Parliament,  and  that  for  creat- 
ing him   Prince  of  Wales,  were  made  and  carried  in  Parha- 
ment,  :n  Oppofition  to  the  Court  at  that  Time.      This  fuliy 
ju!H;b-;  the  Motion  now  made,   and  ihcws  v^c  h.ivcaRuir.t 
\  .;.     iV.  S  1  ui.d 
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J!»ne  lo.  Qeo.  *nd  a  Power  to  interpofe  in  Favour  of  the  Heir  Apparent  to 
II.I7j6-7.  t^c  Crown,  without  any  previous  Confent  or  Approbation 
Ky^'sf>s^  from  the  Crown  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid  of  the 
Reign  of  Edivard  111.  as  has  been  faid  of  the  Reign  of 
Henry  VI.  that  nothing  that  happened  in  that  Reign  ought 
to  be  made  a  Precedent  for  any  tiling  in  the  prefent  Reign. 
But,  Sir,  even  with  relpcft  to  the  Reign  of  Henry  ^J  I. 
— —  As  unfortunate,  as  tcmpefluous  a  Reign  as  it  was, 
there  were  many  Things  then  done  by  Parliament,  which 
ought  to  be  made,  and  which,  I  hope,  always  will  be  fol- 
lowed as  good  Precedents,  as  often  as  the  Parliament  has 
the  fame  Occafion.  When  the  Nation  has  the  good  For- 
tune to  be  under  a  wife  and  a  prudent  Adminillration,  the 
Parliament  has  never  an  OccaCon  to  exert  any  of  its  extraor- 
dinary Powers.  It  is  in  a  weak  Reign,  or  under  a  wicked 
Adminiftration,  we  are  to  look  for  the  Powers  of  Parlia- 
inent ;  it  is  in  tempelluous  Times  the  State  flies  to  Parlia- 
ment for  Prefervation  ;  there,  I  trull  in  God,  the  State  fliall 
always  find  it,  and  then  the  Power  of  Parliament  can  be 
bounded  by  nothing  but  the  Good  of  the  Public. 

Another  Precedent,  which  we  are  told  ought  not  to  be 
followed,  is  that  which  happened  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Wiliia?n;  and  why  is  not  this  to  be  followed  .?  Becaule  it 
produced  a  Prorogation.  Sir,  I  fay,  for  that  very  Reafoa 
it  ought  to  be  highly  applauded,  and  ought  to  be  followed. 
Can  It  be  faid  that  the  Prince/s  Anne  of  Denmark  ought  not 
to  have  had  feme  additional  Settlement  made  upon  her? 
Would  not  fuch  a  Negledl  have  been  a  Blemilli  upon  the 
Glory  of  that  Reign  ?  Yet  that  wife  and  great  King,  by  the 
Advice  oflome  weaker  malicious  Favourites,  would  proba- 
bly have  committed  that  Error,  or  would  at  leall  have  omit- 
ted that  Duty,  if  it  had  nor  been  for  the  Honour,  the  Fi- 
delity, and  the  Obllinacy  of  his  Parliament.  They  thought 
it  was  what  the  King  ought  to  do,  they  therefore  thought  Jt 
was  their  Duty  to  advile  him  to  do  it  ;  they  infilled  upon  it, 
notwithllanding  the  King's  Dil'p'eafure,  and  by  diibbliging 
him  they  put  one  of  the  greatell  Obligations  upon  him  ; 
becaufe  they  £t  iall  prevailed  with  him  to  do  that  which  was 
right.  The  Behaviour  cf  that  Parliament  is  therefore  a 
glorious  Example,  which,  1  hope,  will  be  followed  by  this. 
J  can  have  no  Apprehenfion  that  an  unleafonable  Proro- 
gation will  be  the  Ccnfequence  of  our  agreeing  to  this 
Motion  ;  but  if  it  fhould,  it  can  be  no  Reaion  agaihft  our 
agreeing  to  the  Motion  :  It  would  be  a  Itrong  Reafon  for 
our  reluming  the  Affair,  and  agreeing  to  a  iVlotion  of  the 
fame  Nature  the  y^x)  hift  Day  of  the  nextSelHon. 

But 
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But  we  have  been  told,  Sir,  there  may  be  a  Reafon  for  J;!fio  lo.  Cft. 
the  Parliament's  interpofing  between  a. King  and  his  pre-  If.  17367 
I'umptive  Heir,  which  can  never  hold  with  refpeft  to  a 
King  and  his  eldell  Son ;  becaufe  it  is  not  fo  natural  for  a 
Man  to  provide  honourably  for  his  prefumptive  Heir,  as  it 
is  to  provide  for  his  own  Children.  Suppofe  then  a  King, 
who  has  no  Children,  does  not  provide  honourably  for  his 
prefumptive  Heir,  what  is  it  that  gives  the  Parliament  a 
Right  to  intermeddle  ?  Is  it  not  the  Right  which  that  pre- 
fumptive Heir  has  by  the  Conllitution  and  Maxiais  of  this 
Kingdom  to  a  fuiRcient  independent  Settlement,  and  the 
Power  the  Parliament  has  to  fee  that  Right  made  efFcdual  ? 
And  has  not  the  Heir  Jpparent  as  good  a  Right,  by  the 
Conllitution  and  Maxims  of  this  Kingdom,  to  a  fufficient 
independent  Settlement,  as  the  Heir  prefumptive  ?  Surely 
he  has;  he  has  not  only  the  fame  Right  by  the  Maxims  of 
the  Kingdom,  but  alfo  an  additional  Right  by  the  Laws  of 
Nature ;  and  if  the  King  his  Father  fliould  negleft  or  re- 
fufe  to  give  him  his  Right,  which  may  certainly  happen 
fome  time  or  other  to  be  the  Cafe,  has  not  the  Parlia- 
ment a  Power  to  fee  that  Right,  at  lead,  which  he  has  by 
the  Maxims  of  the  Kingdom,  made  effeftua)  ?  To  fay  they 
have  not,  would  be  to  tell  us,  that  where  the  Maxims  of 
the  Kingdom  only  are  negleded,  the  Parliament  may  in- 
terpole,  in  order  to  procure  a  Remedy  ;  but  where  both  the 
Laws  of  Nature,  and  the  Maxims  of  the  Kingdom  are 
neglefled,  the  Parliament  cannot  interpofe,  nor  make  the 
leall  Step  towards  procuring  a  Remedy. 

To  avoid  falling  into  fuch  a  palpable  Abfurdlty,  we  are 
told,  that  common  Decency  does  not  admit  of  the  Parlia- 
ment's interpofing  between  Father  and  Son,  that  it  would 
be  intermeddling  in  the  King's  domellic  Affairs,  and  pre- 
fciibing  to  his  Majefty  what  Provifion  he  fhould  make  far 
his  Children;  and  lallly,  that  tho'  the  Parliament  may 
have  a  Right  to  olTcr  Advice  to  their  Sovereign  in  Aft'iirs 
which  regard  his  Political  and  Royal  Capacity,  yet  they 
never  ouglu  to  offer  Advice  to  him  in  any  AfFiirs  which 
regard  only  his  Natural  and  Paternal  Capacity.  As  for 
common  Decency,  Sir,  it  can  never  be  inconfillent  with  a 
Man's  Duty  ;  therefore  if  it  be  the  Duty  of  Parliament  to 
interpofe  10  far  between  the  King  and  his  eldeft  Son,  as  to 
advife  the  Father  to  make  that  Settlement  upon  his  eldefl 
Son,  which  he  is  bound  to  make  by  the  Maxims  and  the 
Laws  of  his  Kingdom,  common  Decency  can  never  forbid 
or  prevent  the  Performance  of  that  Duty,  nor  can  any  hum- 
ble and  refpcftful  Addrefs  or  Petition  from  Parliament,  ever 
he  called  a  Prefcribing  to  the  King  what  Provifion  he 
S  f  2  fhould 
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yfnm  \o.  Gir>,  fliould  make  for  any  of  his  Children;  but  if  it  flioujd,  ^e 
II.  1736-7.  Pnnces  and  PrincefTes  of  the  Royal  Family  are  in  feme 
E/-\y— V)  M^.tmer  the  Children  of  the  Nation,  as  was  in  a  late  Cafe 
moll  iolcninly  decided  ;  they  are  all  fo  much  the  Children 
of  the  Nation,  that  the  Nation  is  in  Honour  boun^  to  fe|C 
them  provided  for  in  a  Manner  fuitable  to  their  high  Birth  ; 
therefore  the  Parliament  has  fome  Sort  of  Right  to  prefciibc 
what  may  be  deemed  an  honourable  Provifion  for  every 
one  of  them ;  they  are  to  give  that  Provifion,  and  furely 
ihey  have  a  Right  to  fee  what  they  give  properly  applied. 
But  wiih  rcfpeft  to  the  eldefl:  Son,  and  Heir  J^parent  of  the 
Crown,  ic  has  been  made  fo  fully  appear,  and  has  been  fa 
generally  admitted,  that  the  Nation  has  a  Concern  in  fee- 
ing him  honourably  provided  for,  that  I  am  furprized  to 
hear  it  fo  much  as  iniinuated,  that  an  Addrefs  for  that  Pur- 
yofe  would  be  an  intermedding  in  the  King's  domeftic 
Affairs,  or  in  thofe  AlFairs  which  rt  gard  only  his  Natural 
and  Paternal  Capacity  :  It  is  an  Affair  which  regards  his 
I^lajefiy's  Folitical  and  Royal  Capacity  as  much  as  it  does  his 
iVaturi'.'  and  Paternal  Capacity  ;  and  therefore  the  Parlia- 
ment has  as  good  a  Right  to  offer  their  Advice  in  that  Affair 
as  they  can  have  in  any  other. 

1  hope,  Sir,  I  have  new,  to  the  Satisfadlion  of  every  Gen- 
tleman jn  [he  Houf'e,  ellablifli.ed  his  Royai  Higimefs  the 
Piiitce  of  VVales\  Right  to  a  fufficient  and  independent  Settle- 
ment by  the  Maxims  of  the  Kingdom,  and,  I  hope,  I  have 
equally  efiablifhed  the  Power  the  Parliament  has  to  inter- 
pofe,  at  Ic.ifl  by  an  Addrefs,  in  order  to  fee  that  Right 
made  ciludual,  both  from  Precedent  and  from  the   Nature 

of  the  Thing  itfclf. With  rcTpccl  to  the  Right  which 

his  Rpyal llighmj]  may  have  to  luch  a  Settlement,  either  in 
Law  or  Equity,  from  the  Method  in  which  the  Civil  Lifl 
is  now  eilablimed,  and  from  the  Statutes  by  which  that 
Eliabiiilmunt  vvas  ma,de,  1  hope  no  Gentleman  expedts  we 
are  bound  to  make  out  ti^iC  Right  in  the  fame  Manner  it 
would  be,  or  ought  to  be  made  out,  in  any  of  the  Courts  in 
Wcjiniiiiiter-Hatl ;  and  therefore,  1  believe,  I  need  not  tak^ 
any  ,N*-:ice  ef  that  Learning  which  has  been  made  ufe  of, 
10  pij^ve  that  he  has  not  fu:h  a  Right  as  would  be  recover - 
able.^Ji  any  of  the  Courts  below.  It  may  be  true,  that  he 
hits  no  luch  Right  as  would  entitle  him  to  fue  and  recover 
in  any  of  the  Courts  in  Wcflini^iiler-Hall,  and  yet  he  may 
have  a  Right  both  in  Law  and  Equity,  and  fuch  a  Right  as 
the  parliament  are  bound  to  fee  made  effedlual.  The  Courts 
of  Common  L;;w,  we  know,  are  confined  to  very  Ifrift 
Rules,  ii  is  neccffary  they  fhould  be  fo;  but  in  Parliament 
.>vt  arc  bound  to  follow  juitice  and  Equity  wherever  we  can 
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find  it,  and  toadminifter  it  impartially  when  we  have  founds  Jnm  10.  GeK 
it:  In  fb  doing  we  fhew  a  proper  Regard  to  the  Honour  II.  17367^ 
and  Intereft  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  the  Liberties  and 
Properties  of  theSubjeifl;  and  while  his  Majetty's  Minifters 
ate  as  Ijyal  as  his  feithful  Commons  have  always  fhewed 
themfetves  to  be,  the,  general  Equity  of  an  Aft  of  Parlia- 
njjsnt  will  be  as  facred,  as  religioufly  obferved.  and  as  clofely 
adhered  to  at  St  J^atnes'^,  a^  the  Words  of  it  are  in  Weft- 
JUhJier  tiaj-l. 

-  B^t,   Si;-,   notwithflanding  the  narrow  liitnits  our  Judges 
at  Comi?::ion  Law   have  confined   themfelves    to,    notwith- 
iUnding  their  clofe  Adherence  to  the  Letter  of  the  Law,  I 
can  hardly  Ipe^eve  they  will  give  it  as,  their  Opinion,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  has  no  Right  either  in  Law  or  Equity, 
to  a  Support,  out  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue ;  becaufe  he  has 
certainl-y  as  gQod.  a  Right  to  tlaat  Share  of  the  Civil  Lift 
Revequ£  which  was  intended  for  him  by  Parliament,  as  they, 
have  to  the  Salaries  they  enjoy.     Neither  his  Right  nor 
their  Right  is  founded  upon   the  exprefs   Words  of  any 
Sitatute,.  ohey  are  both  founded  upon  the;  Meaning  and  In- 
te^tioflrof  the  Legill^ture,  at  the  Time  thofe  Statutes  were 
paffed,  by  which  the  Civil  Lift  is  eftablifhed,  and  they  muft. 
ftand  and  fall  together.     I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  our^ 
learned  Judges  would  at  any  Time  be,  biaffed  in   their. 
Opinion  by  their  owa  Inte^reft,  I  am  fuje  the  prefent  would 
not.   No,  Sir;   they  certainly  think,  ^nd  every  Man,  I  be-, 
lieve,  thinks,  they  have  both  a  legal  and  an  equitable  Right 
to  the  Salaries  they  now  enjoy,  and  as  the  Prime  of  Wales's 
Right  ftands  upon  the  fame  Foundation,   they  would  cer-. 
tainiy  judge  of  it  as  they  do  of  their  own,  and  would  con- 
fequently    give   it  as  their  Opinion,  that  it  was   a  Right 
founded  both  in  Law  and  Equity. 

Surely,  Sir,  neither  the  Judges  in  WefiminJlerHall,  nor 
any  Lawyer,  nor  any  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  can  fay,  the 
Prince  of  Wales  has  no  Right  to  have  a  neqeffary  Support 
allowed  him  out  of  the  Civil  Lift.  The  Gentlemen  of  the- 
other  Side  of  the  Queftion  do  not  pretend  to  fay  any  fuch 
Thing;  they  have  even  told  us,  the  eldeft  Son  of  every 
Landed  Gentleman  in  England  o\i^\it  to  be  Supported  out  of 
his  Father's  EUate,  and  that  that  Support  ought  to  be  ac- 
cording to  the  Character  and  Circumftances  of  the  Family  ; 
but,  fay  they,  he  has  no  legal  or  equitable  Right  to  any 
particular  Share  of  his  Fathpr's  EUate,  or  to  any  Share  but 
fuch  as  his  Father  pleafes  to  allow  him,  unlef^-that  Right 
be  eftablifned  by  fome  Settlement  agfeed  to  by  the  Father. 
Is  not  this.  Sir,  to  tell  us,  the  Son  has  a  Right  and  no' 
Right?   He  has  a  Right  to  be  luppofted  out  of  his  Fa-; 
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Jftfw  lo.Cfo.  tiler's  Eftate,  but  lie  has  no  Right  to  that  Support,  unleft 
II.  1-36-7.  liis  Father  pleal'es  to  allow  it  him.  This  Method  of  argu- 
ing might,  for  what  I  know,  be  of  fome  Weight  in  WV/?- 
rnhtfier  Hall ;  but  furely,  it  can  be  ot  no  Weight  in  tJhis 
Houfe.  If  a  Son  has  a  Right  to  be  fupported  out  of  his 
Father's  Eltate  according  to  the  Charader  and  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Family,  he  certainly  has  both  a  legal  and  an 
equitable  Right  to  that  particular  Shire  of  his  Father's 
Eltate  which  bears  a  jult  Proportion  to,  and  is  derermined 
by  the  Chanfter  and  Circumftances  of  the  Family  ;  and  if 
the  Father  does  not  allow  him  that  Sh  re,  he  certainly 
withholds  his  Right  from  him.  This  Right  m  \  perhaps 
not  be  recoverable  in  any  of  the  Courts  ef  Wefimivjier' 
Hall;  but  there  are  many  good  and  jult  Rigiic-  which  are 
not  made  recoverable  in  Wejitninfler-Hall,  becaufe  thc 
making  them  recoverable  there,  svouid  occafion  (uch  a  Mul- 
titude of  Law  Suits,  as  would  be  inconfiitent  with  the  gene- 
ral Good  of  Society:  The  Right  a  Man  has  to  Gratitude  in 
Return  for  Benefits  bellowed,  is  not  recoverable  by  any 
AAion  or  Suit  at  Law,  yet  that  Right  rs  as  good- and  as 
equitable  a  Right  as  any  Right  a  Man  can  hive.  -In  the 
fame  Manner  the  Right  the  Prince  has  roa  lufficient  inde- 
pendent Settlement  out  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue,  is  a  good 
and  an  equitable  Right,  and  tho'  it  be  rrat  recoverable  at 
Law,  yet  it  isfucha  Rightas  may  be  regarded,  and  ought 
to  be  enlorceil  by  Parliament.     • 

To  make  Hill  a  farther  Ufe  of  the  Rights  of  private 
Men,  in  order  to  clear  up  the  Right  now  under  our  Con- 
fideration  ;  fuppofe,  Sir,  a  Country  Gentleman  has  afmall 
Ellate.and  a  great  Number  of  Children  ;  iuppofe  a  neigh- 
bouring Gentleman,  or  a  Relation,  of  a  plentiful  Eitate 
and  bountiful  Diipofition,  takes  Not  ce  of  his  Neigh- 
bour's or  his  Relation's  Difficulties,  and  in  order  to  relieve 
him,  and  enable  him  to  fupport  his  Famiiy,  fettles  a  large 
Annuity  upon  him  for  Life;  and  fuppofe  that  in  the  Deed 
for  eltabliliiing  tfiat  Annuity  it  is  expref>ly  mentioned,  that 
the  Annuity  was  granted  him  in  o.der  to  enable  him  to  fup- 
port and  provide  honourably  for  his  Family  ;  1  fhould  be 
glad  to  know  whether  the  eldell  Son  of  that  Country  Gen- 
tleman would  have  any  Right  to  be  lupported  out  of  that 
Annuity,  and  what  Sort  of  Right  he  would  have  r  I  believe 
in  that  C^fe,  he  would  have  not  only  a  Right  eflablifhed 
\i-pon  the  general  Principles  of  Equity,  but  fuch  a  Right  as 
would  be  recoverable  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  efpecially 
if  the  Grantor  of  the  Annuity  joined  with  him  in  the 
Complaint.  And  I  am  very  certain,  if  the  Annuitant 
fhould  wafle  his  Annuity,  and  negiect  to  picvide  fufFicicmly 
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for  his  Children,  efpecially  for  his  eldeft  Son,  the  Grantor  Anno\o.  Geo. 
would  have  a  Right  to  complain,  or  at  lealt  to  advifc,  or     II.  17^6-7. 
defire  of  him  that   he  wou  d    apply  the  Annuity  to  thoiC  i/'>>»v    1 
Ufes  for  which  he  had  granted  it;  and  his  giving  fuch  an 
Advice  would  be  ab'olutely  necefTary,  if  he  intended  thac 
the  Annuitant's  eldelt  Son  and  Apparent  Heir,  Ihould  like- 
wife  be  his  Heir,  and  next  Succeffbr  to  his  Etlate.     This  is 
fo  appofite  to  the  Cale  now  before  us,  that  I  need  not  make 
any  Application      It  not  only  (hews  that  the  Prime  has  a 
Righc  to  a  fufficient  Settlement  out  of  tiie  Civil  Lift  Re- 
venue,  but  it  fhews  that  we  have  a  Right,    that  we  are  ia 
Duty  bound  to  interpofe,  in  order  to  lee  that  Right  made 
cffedual. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  appears  the  Prince  has  a  Right  to  be  fup- 
ported  out  of  the  Civil  Liit  Revenue  by  the  general  Maxims 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  aifo  by  the  Meaning  and  Intention  of 
thofe  very  Statutes  by  which  the  prelent  Civil  Lilt  was 
eftabiifhed  ;  and  if  he  has  a  Right  to  any  Support,  he  has 
ccr.ainiy  a  Right  to  a  lufficient  Support,  to  luch  a  Support 
as  the  high  Character  of  ttie  Royal  Family  of  Great  Britain 
may  require,  and  the  preient  Circumllarces  of  the  Civil 
Lilt  Revenue  will  adn.jt  ot ;  therefore,  if  the  Settlement 
propoied,  by  the  MefTage  now  before  us,  to  be  made,  be 
not  fufficient,  the  MefTjge  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Argu- 
ment againrt,  that  it  ii  one  of  the  llrongell  Arguments  that 
can  be  thought  of,  for  ti.e  Motion  ;  btcaufe  it  fhews  that 
without  the  Interpofition  of  Parliament,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
is  not  to  have,  nor  can  expefl  a  fufHcient  Settlement.  1  hat 
the  Settlement  propofed  to  be  made  upon  his  Royal  High- 
nefs by  this  Meflrige,  is  not  lufficient,  has  been  in  fome  Man- 
ner acknowledged  by  tl.c  Hon.  Gentleman  who  delivered 
us  the  Meffage  ;  but  farther.  Sir,  it  has  been  exprefsly  ac- 
knowledged by  the  King  himfelf  By  the  Regulation  and 
Settlement  of  the  Prince's  Houlhold,  as  made  fome  TiniC 
fince  by  his  Majefty  himfelf,  the  yearly  Expence  comes  to 
63,000/.  without  allowing  one  Shilling  to  his  Royal High^ 
nejs  for  Adls  of  Charity  and  Generofuy.  '^y  the  MefLge 
now  before  us,  it  is  propofed  to  fcttie  upon  him  only 
50,000/.  a  Year,  and  yet  from  this  Sum  we  mull  dedudl 
the  Land  Tax,  which  at  two  Shillings  in  the  Pour.d  amounts 
to  5000  /.  a  Year,  we  muil  iikewue  dtdud  the  Sixpenny 
Duty  to  the  Civil  Lilt  Lottery,  which  amounts  to  1,25c  /. 
a  Year,  and  alfo  we  muil  deducl  the  Fees  payable  at  the 
Exchequer,  which  will  amount  to  about  750/.  a  Year 
more;  all  which  DeJudions  amount  to  7,000/.  a  Year, 
and  reduces  the  50,000/.  a  Yc.ir  pi  opoied  co  be  fettled  upon 
him  by   the  MtfLge,  to  42,000/.  ^   Year:    Now  as  his 
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jfnnoio.  Geo.  Ro^al  Wghnefs  has  no  other  Eftate  but  the  Dutc'hy  ofCc?'H- 
II.  1736-7.  nvall,  which  can't  be  reckoned  at  the  molt  above  9,000/. 
•  >'-y-»vj  a  Year,  his  whole  yearly  Revenue  can  amount  but  to 
52,000/.  a  Year;  and  yet  the  yearly  Expence  of  his 
JHouftiold,  according  to  his  Majefty's  own  Regulation,  is  to 
amount  to  63,000/,  a  Year,  without  allowing  his  Royal 
Tlighnefs  one  Shilling  for  the  Indulgence  of  that  generous 
and  charitable  Difpofition  with  which  he  is  known  to  be 
endued,  to  a  very  eminent  Degree.  Suppofe  then  we  allow 
,  him  but  10,000/.  a  Year  for  the  Indulgence  of  that  lauda. 
ble  Difpofition,  his  whole  yearly  Expence,  by  his  Majelty*s 
own  Acknowledgment,  mult  then  ainount  to  73,000/.  a 
Year,  and  his  yearly  Income,  according  to  this  MeiTage, 
can  amount  to  no  more  than  52,000/.  a  Year,  Is  this. 
Sir,  {hewing  any  Refpecl  to  his  Merit  ?  Is  this  providing 
for  his  Generofity  ?  is  it  not  reducing  him  to  a  real  Want, 
even  with  refpedt  to  his  Neceflities,  and  confequentiy  to  ao 
unavoidable  Dependance,  and  a  vile,  a  pecuniary  Depen- 
dance  too,  upon  his  Father's  Miniiters  and  Serv;;ni:s  ?  I 
confefs.  Sir,  when  I  firit  heard  this  Motion  nnde,  I  was 
wavering  a  good  deal  in  my  Opinion  ;  but  this  MefTage  has 
confirmed  me :  I  now  fee  that  without  the  Interpcfuio.,  of 
Parliament,  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
Heir  Apparent  to  our  Crown,  mult  be  reduced  to  the  greateft 
Straits,  the  molt  infufFerable  Hardlhips. 

After  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  think  I  need  not  take  up 
your  Time  with  fhewing  the  yearly  Value  of  the  Settle- 
ments made  upon  former  Princes  of  Wales  ;  the  InfuiE- 
ciency  of  the  Settlement  propoled  for  the  prefent  is  fo  de- 
monUrable  from  the  Calculations  and  Accounts  I  have  laid 
before  you,  that  there  is  Occafion  for  having  recourfe  to 
former  Precedents,  for  fliewing  that  Iniufficiency ;  yet  I 
cannot  omit  taking  Notice  to  you,  that  the  Revenue  en- 
joy'd  by  the  late  King  'Ja77ies  Vv'hile  Duh  of  York,  tho'  but 
prefumptive  Heir  of  the  Crown,  amounted  to  104,000/.  a 
Year  ;  and  the  Revenue  enjoy'd  by  the  prefent  King,  while 
Prince  of  Wales,  amounted  to  upwards  of  100,000/  a 
Year ;  Vv-hich  I  take  Notice  of,  in  order  to  ihew  you,  that 
his  Majcfty  did  not  propofe  any  Thing  extraordinary  or 
extravagant,  when  he  regulated  and  fettled  the  Houlhold 
for  his  prefent  Ro\al  Highnefs, 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  lait  Queinon,  and  which  I  take  to 
be,  indeed,  the  only  Queftion  in  this  Debate,  which  is, 
Whether  it  be  pofiib!e  lor  his  Majeity  to  fpare  more  than 
50,000/.  a  Year  for  his  Royal  Highnefs,  from  the  Civil  Lilt, 
as  it  now  ftands  eliabliflied  ?  And  this  Quellion  I  Ihallcon- 
fiJer  in  two  iViethods ;  frit,  by  Ihewing  that  the  Civil  Lilt, 
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as  now  eflablifhed,  muft  amount  to  above  100,000  /.  ,a  Year  jinno  10.  Gft' 
more  than  was  ever  had  or  enjoy'd  by  his  late  xMajefty ;  \\  1--26.7. 
and  next,  by  fuppofing  that  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  was 
enjoy'd  by  his  late  Majelly.  In  the  firft  Method,  Sir,  let 
us  remember,  'twas  acknowledged  in  Parliament  before  the 
late  Gin  Ad  was  palTcd,  that  the  Produce  of  the  whole 
Taxes,  Excifes,  and  Duties,  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift, 
amounted  to  8 18,000/.  a  Year :  I  beljeve  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  70,000/.  a  Year  granted  by  that  Acl  to  the 
Civil  Liu,  and  made  payable  out  of  the  Aggregate,  or  ra- 
ther out  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  does  more  than  compenfate 
the  Lofs  the  Civil  Lift  fuflained  by  taking  from  it  the  Du- 
ties on  Spirituous  Liquors,  in  which  Cale  the  Increafe  of 
the  Excife  upon  Beer  and  Ale,  occaiioned  by  the  preventing 
the  Retail  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  muft  wholly  be  a  nett  Pro- 
fit to  the  Civil  Lift :  The  Increafe  of  the  Excife  upon 
Beer  and  Ale,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  amounted  for  the 
very  firft  Quarter,  I  mean  from  Michaelmas  to  Chrijlmas  lalt, 
to  near  30,000  /.  one  Half  of  which  goes  to  the  Civil  Lift  ; 
fo  that  we  may  reckon  the  Civil  Lift  has  got  by  the  Gin 
Aft,  an  Addition  of  at  leaft  60,000/  a  Year  ;  befidej 
what  is  got  by  the  Increafe  of  the  Wine-Licence  Duty, 
which  every  one  knows  has  been  greatly  increafed  by  pro- 
hibiting  the  Retail  of  Spirituous  Liquors.  1  hen,  Sir,  let 
us  recoiled:,  that  a  little  before  his  prefent  Mnjefty's  Ac- 
ceffion,  the  Civil  Lift  was  difcharged  of  36,200/.  a  Year 
in  Penfions,  which,  during  the  greateft  Part  of  his  late  Ma- 
jcfty's  Reign,  were  paid  out  of  the  Civil  Lift,  but  ever 
fmce  his  Majefty's  AccefTion  have  been  a  Burthen  upon,  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  Service.  Let  us  add  together  thefe 
three  Sums  of  818,000/.  60,000/.  and  36,200/.  and 
they  amount  to  914,200 /.  which,  according  to  the  highcft 
Probability,  we  muft  allow  to  be  the  yearly  Amount  of  the 
Civil  Lift  Revenue  as  now  eflablifhed,  and  which  is 
114,000/.  a  Year,  more  than  wag  enjoy'd  by  his  late  Ma- 
jelly, even  including  all  the  particular  Grants  that  were  oc- 
cafionally  made  to  the  Civil  Lift  in  his  Reign. 

But,  Sir,  this  is  not  all  ;  his  prefent  Majcfty  has  had  one 
very  extraordinary  Grant  of  115,000/.  made  to  the  Civil 
Lift;  and  the  80,000/.  granted  as  a  Fortune  to  the  Princefs 
Royal,  may  properly  be  laid  to  have  been  an  extraordinary 
Grant  to  the  Civil  Lift;  for  tho'  I  am  far  from  finding 
Fault  with  that  Grant,  yet  as  the  Civil  Lift  was  granted  in 
order  to  enable  his  .Majcfty  to  make  an  honourable  Provifion 
for  his  whole  Royal  Family,  that  Princefs's  Marriage  Pro 
vifion  fhould  have  been  paid  out  of  tne  Civil  Lilt ;  and 
fince  the  Public  took  it  upon  them,  itouglit  to  be  looked  ou 
as  a  new  and  an  extraordinary  Gr.ir'v  m.ide  to  the  Civii  Lift. 
Vou.  IV.  T  ;  Tr.en.. 
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j^wM  10.  Cri>.  Then,  Sir,   I  muft  not   forget   another  yearly  Addition; 

II.  i-'^G--.  v.'hich  mny  be  looked  on  as  a  very  great  Sum,  confidering 
Irom  whence  it  conies,  I  mean  a  Sum  of  40,000/.  a  Year 
from  Scctla7td,  which  is  now  a  yearly  Addicion  to  the  Civil 
Lill.  1  vviii  not,  indeed,  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  the 
Wliole  or  any  Part  of  that  Sum  is  brought  in  Specie  to 
London  ;  but  if  it  is  laid  out  for  paying  Penfions  in  Scotland, 
which  mult  be  paid  yearly  out  of  the  Civil  Lilt  Revenue,  I 
mdy  take  upon  me  to  lay,  it  prevents  an  equal  Sum  from 
being  fent  yearly  in  Specie  from  London.  From  all  which 
(xnliderations  1  thinlc  it  is  evident,  his  prefent  Majeity  has 
iibove  100,000/.  a  Year  more  than  his  late  Majelly  ever 
enjoy'd,  and  tiicrtfore  we  mult  conclude  he  may  eafily  ipare 
1 00,000  /.  a  Year  lor  the  Ufe  of  his  Ro^al  Highne/s,  WTthout 
any  great  Frugality  or  good  IV'lanagement,  and  without  con- 
tracting any  Part  of  that  tlxpence  which  was  found  necelTary 
in  the  late  Reign.  I  am  now.  Sir,  to  make  a  Suppoiition, 
which,  1  believe,  no  Gentleman  that  hears  me,  will  join 
with  me  in  :  I  am  to  luppcie  th.-.t  the  Civil  Lilt  Revenue, 
with  all  the  Additions  2::d  Improvements  lately  made  to  it, 
does  not  produce  one  Shilling  more  than  his  late  Ak'jelly  en- 
joy'd, including  the  feveral  occaficnal  Grants  that  were 
made  to  him  :  in  tliort,  I  am  to  fuppofe,  it  dees  not  produce 
one  Shilling  mere  than  Soo,ooo /.  a  Year ;  and  if  upon 
this  Suppoiition  1  can  fnevv,  that  with  tolerable  Management, 
it  may  ipare  300,000/.  a  Year  to  t\\e.  prii:cc,  Iain  fure 
every  Gentleman  will  conclude,  iiis  Ro:rJ  U'ghnefs  ought 
to  have  at  ieail:  that  Sur.i  fet^ed  upon  him  ;  and  the  Op- 
pofition  t.;at  has  been  made  to  this  Motion,  and  the  Meliage 
we  i:ave  received,  will  be  additioi^al  Arguments  for  having 
that  Sum  iLtiled  i-poa  him  in  the  rncll  independent  Manner. 
V/e  ni.".v  remember.  Sir,  oraticaii  v.- e  in:',  y  fee  by  the  Jour- 
nals, that  when  ti;e  700,000  /.  p.  Year  v.'as  fettled  upon  his 
late  Abjeily,  ti.c  State  of  the  King's  Ilcufhold,  and  alio  the 
State  cf  thePr.'/.':f  y  IVahs^i  liour^old,  and  the  whole  Ar- 
tic'es  of  Expence  neceilriry  for  fupporting  the  Honor.r  andi 
Dignity  ot  the  Crov>'n,  cr  of  the.  Hsir  y^jparc;:t,  v/ere  very 
inir.ute.y  and  mr.turely  exanu'iicd  into  and  confidered,  and 
lipon  that  minute  and  itrift  E.xaiv.ination  it  was  found,  that 
6co,ccg/.  a  Yenr  v>'as  luficent  for  fuprorting  the  Honour 
i:nd  i>;grity  cf  tlie  Crov-'n.  and  that  ico,oco/.  a  Year 
was  tiic  kail  tiiat  vva-:  r'tct-flarv  icr  lupperting  ih.e  Flonour 
and  l^ignity  ot  the  IL'ir  /!ppayt::t.  In  the  C^aiciiiacio'as  made 
at  tnat  t::nt,  v.  e  are  not  to  luppcfe,  the  Parliament  reiiricled 
th?mle;ves  to  tiie  nett  Sum  vvhich  aj-pearea  to  be  receflary 
for  lupi'oiLing  the  icing's  Flouihcld  and  Civil  Government. 
Vv's  cannot  iuppolc  any  fuch  1  l)i.ig,  La^i'ale  the  nett  Sum 

lcur.d 
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found  neccfi'iiry  for  that  Purport  in  the  Intc  Queen's  Time,  Anno  10  Ceo. 

appears  never  to  have  cxxecdecJ  .(30,000/.  a  Year;  and  in     Jl  i^-fj  7. 

t!ie  Uril  Ycir  of  the  late  Kin^,  the  whole  Expence  of  his 

HoufhoM   and    Civil  Government,  amounted  to  but  abcut 

453,000/.  fo  that  if  they  had  rellridcd  themfflves  to  the 

ntttSiim  whicii  appeared  to  be  ncceflary  for  fapporting  the 

King's  HonPaold  and    Civil    Government,  they  could  not 

have  computed  the  Sinn  necefTiry  for  that  pLupofe  at  above 

460,000/.  a  Year;    bu;   they    conlidcred   that    Something 

was  to  bea'dov/ed  yearly  for  .'\cts  of  Gencrofity  and  Charity, 

and   fomething  was  likewife  to  be  allowed  yearly  for  what 

is  called  fecret   Service  Money  ;   for  both  which,  it  feems, 

they  compined  140,000/.  a  Year  would  be  fufficient,   and 

therefore  reckoned  that  a  grois  Sum  of  600,000/.  a  Yeae 

would  be  fufficient  for  fupporting  the  Honour  and  Dignity 

of  the    Crown,    to   which  they    added    ioo,oco/.  a   Year 

more  for  the  Support  of  the  Prhice  of  Wales. 

The  140,000/.  a  Year  allowed  for  Afts  of  Generofity, 
and  for  fecret  Service  Money,  was  then  thought  to  be  a  very 
large  and  a  very  fufficient  Allowance  ;  and  from  the  Ex- 
perience of  the  former  Reign,  from  the  Experience  of  the 
Reign  of  Slueen  Anne,  there  was  good  Re  ifon  to  think  it  a 
very  fufficient  Allowance  ;  for  in  all  that  Reign,  beiiJes 
v.'hat  was  allowed  for  ilcret  Service  Money  to  the  Generals 
of  our  Armies,  and  molt  proiit.''.b!y,  moil  g'orioufly  for  the 
Nation  bellowed  by  them,  or  at  leall  by  one  of  them,  f 
mean  our  General  in  f landers,  there  ;;ppe3red  to  be  but  two 
S.ims  given  to  any  fecret  or  unknc.vn  U.'es,  and  thefe  v^ere 
fo  fmal!,  io  trifling,  it  would  furprifeone  ;  fjr  the  one  was  a 
Sum  only  of  1200/.  and  the  other  of  500/.  only;  and 
even  as  to  thele,  upon  a  particular  and  priv:ite  Enquiry,  it 
appeared,  the  firll;  had  ivcea  idhed  for  entert'.iiiing  Prince 
Eugene,  when  he  ^lid  this  N:!t!on  the  Honour  of  a  Vifit,  and 
the  other  had  been  made  a  PrcfjK  of  to  ore  of  the  Queen's 
ovva  Relations.  hro:n  hence,  I  f.iy,  th-j  PariiamciU  had 
good  Reafon  to  thinic  th"t  i  40,000  /.  a  Year  was  a  fufdcienc 
Allowance  to  his  late  M.ijclty  f;r  .\cl.-;  of  Generof ty,  ;ind 
for  fecret  Service;  but  I  do  not  know  for  what  Rer-.Ton, 
or  by  what  Fatality,  the  Branch  of  the  Civil  Lill  Exp^-nce 
calL-d  iccrct  ?vroney,  increafed  prodigiouHy  in  the  late  Reign  : 
dt  increafed  fo  prodigioufly,  Sir,  tli:;t  in  four  Years,  from 
the  Year  1721,  to  f/z^,  that  Branch  of  the  Civil  Liil  Ex- 
prnce  amounted  to  2,728,000/.  whicii  was  at  a  Medium 
682,000/.  a  Year,  as  appeared  by  an  .Account  vvhicfi  hap- 
pened by  fjme  Cliance  or  other  to  be  laid  before  P.irlia- 
m:n".  By  that  Account  it  appeared,  that  vaft  Sisms  of 
Mo.ijy  \\-\\  been  given  for  Purpofes  which  nobody  undcr- 
'i'  t   2  liood. 
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JriKo  10.  Geo.  flood,  and  to  Perfons  whom  nobody  knew,  or  ever  heard 
J  J.  1736-7.  of  J  for  which  Reafon  in  the  Beginning  of  the  following 
{^/"^y^S^  SelTion,  the  Account  having  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  at  the 
very  latter  End  of  the  former  SefTion,  feveral  Gentlemen 
had  a  Mind  to  have  it  taken  into  Confideration,  but  this 
Enquiry  was  warded  off,  by  telling  them,  the  Parliament 
could  not  take  into  their  Confideration  any  Account  that  had 
been  preiented  to  a  former  Seffion. 

It  is  to  this  only,  Sir,  wc  are  to  impute  the  NecefGty  of 
making  any  new  Grants  to  the  Civil  Lilt  in  the  late  King's 
Reign  ;  for  as  to  the  vifible  Expence  of  the  King's  Houfhold 
and  Civil  Government,  it  was  no  Way  increafed,  or  at  leafl 
rot  confiderably  increafed,  above  what  it  was  in  the  former 
Reign,  or  in  the  firft  Year  of  his  own  ;  and  as  the  vifible 
Expence  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Houfhold  and  Civil  Go- 
vernment is  no  way,  or  but  very  little,  increafed  above 
what  the  Expence  of  the  late  King's  Houfhold  and  Civil 
Government  amounted  to,  even  fuppofing  the  prefent  Civil 
Lill  Revenue  to  amount  to  no  mere  than  800,000 /.  a  Year, 
we  muil  conclude  that:  1 00, coo  /.  a  Year  may  eafily  be  fpared 
out  of  it,  lor  the  Uie  of  the  F/hue  of  Wales  ;  for  allowing 
460,000/.  a  Year  to  be  now  necefiary  for  fupporting  the 
nett  Charge  of  the  King's  Houfhold  and  Civil  Government, 
which  is  30,000  /.  a  Year  more  than  it  amounted  to  in  the 
late  Queen's  Reign,  and  7000/.  a  Year  more  than  it 
amounted  to  in  the  firft  Year  of  the  late  King's  Reign  ;  al- 
lowing 50,000  /.  a  Year  for  the  Quten  ;  allowing  50,000  /. 
a  Year  'or  Prince  William,  the  FrincefTes,  and  for  a  pro- 
portionable additional  Allowance  for  Bed  and  Board,  and 
other  extraordinary  Expences  in  the  feveral  Palaces ;  and 
allowing  ioo,oco/.  a  Year  for  the  Pritice  of  Wales',  his 
Ali'jeiiy  has  remaining  140,000/.  a  Year  tobe  empioy'd  in 
Ads  of  Genercfity,  and  in  fecret  Service,  which  is  as  large 
a  Sum  as  the  Parliament  thought  necelTary  for  that  Purpofe 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  late  Reign,  and  is,  in  my  Opinion, 
a  larger  Sum  than  can,  in  Time  of  Peace,  be  wiiely  or 
prudently  empioy'd  in  that  Way,  efpecially  confidering  his 
Majeily's  numerous  IfTue,  and  the  great  Expences  which  do, 
and  mull  necefiarily  attend  an  honourable  Provifion  for  his 
whole  Royai  Family. 

F>om  the  Account  I  have  given  you,  Sir,  of  the  prodi- 
gious Increale  of  lecret  Service  Money  in  the  late  Reign,  we 
may  more  clearly  fee,  than  perhaps  we  could  do  before, 
what  was  the  Intention  of  that  Parliament  which  eftablifhed 
the  prei'ent  Civil  Lift  upon  his  Majelly,  and  what  was  then 
r  ej,r,c  by  the  Experience  of  paji  Times,  and  therefore  I  fhall 
iake  tn;  Liberty  to  explain  royfclf  upon  that  Head.     The 

furprifing 
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furprifing    Account  of  the  fecret  Service  Money  I  have  Anno  \o.  Geo 
mentioned,  was  then  frelh  in  every  Man's  Memory;  it  had    H.  1736-7/ 
been  under  their  Confideration   but  a  Year  or  two  before ;  l-/''"V%-/ 
and  the  extraordinary  Amount  of  that  Account  had  been  fo 
much  and  fo  lately  found  fault   with,  that  they  would  not 
certainly  have  agreed  to  fettle  upon  his  prefent  Majetty  as 
large  a  Civil  Liit  as  had  been  fettled  and   given  to  the  late 
King,  but  that  they  confidered  that  his  Majefty  had  a  Queen- 
Confort  and  feveral  younger  Children  to  provide  for,  and 
therefore  could  not  allow  his  Miniflers  to  run  into  any  fuch 
extraordinary  Expencewith  refped  to  fecret  Service  Money, 
but  would  apply  what  might  and  ought  to  be  faved  upon 
that  Article,  to  the  making   an  honourable  Provifion  for 
the  Queen-Confort,  and  for  his  younger  Children.     As  his 
late  Majefty  had  in  the  Whole  but  700,000  /.  a  Year,  as 
that   Revenue  had  enabled  him   not  only  to  fupport  the 
Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  but  to  employ  a  much 
larger  Sum  in^fecret  Service  Money  than  had  ever  before 
been,  or  ever  could  for  the  future  be  neceflary  or  fafe  in  this 
Kingdom,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  many  Gentlemen 
in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,   thofe  Gentlemen  could  not, 
from  the  Experience  of  paji  Times,  conclude,  that  700,000  /. 
a  Year  would  be  necelTary  for  his  prefent  Majelly,  if  they 
had  not  confidered  as  I  have  faid  that  his  prefent   Majefty 
had  a  Queen-Confort  and  feveral  younger  Children  to  pro- 
vide for,  and  that  whatever  could  be  faved  out  of  the  Sums 
needlefsly,  as  they  thought,  expended  in  fecret  Service  Mo- 
ney by  his  late  Majefty,  might  be  ufefulJy  employ'd  by  his 
prefent  Majefty,  in  making  an  honourable  Provifion  for  his 
Royal  Family  ;  therefore,  and  for   this   Reafon  only,  they 
agreed  to  the  fettling  700,000  1.  a  Year  upon  his  prefent 
Majefty  for   fupporting  the  Honour  and    Dignity  of  the 
Crown,  and  providing  for  his  Royal   Family  ;  and  to  this 
Sum  100,000/.  a  Year  more  was  added,  in  order  that  he 
might  fettle  upon  the  Pri7ice  of  Wales,  as  foon  as  he  came 
to  England,  the  fame  Revenue  he  had  himfelf  enjoy'd  in 
the  Life-time  of  his  Father. 

From  this  State  of  the  Cafe,  I  think,  we  may  evidently 
fee,  what  the  Parliament  then  meant  by  the  Experience  of  < 
paf  Times,  and  what  they  intended  with  refpeA  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales ;  but,  Sir,  to  put  this  Matter  in  another,  and  yet  a 
clearer  Light,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to  divide  the  Civil  Lilt  Re- 
venue fettled,  and  occafionally  granted  to  his  late  Majefty, 
into  three  Parts ;  one  Part,  amounting  to  460,000  /.  a  Year, 
is  that  which  was  applied  for  the  Support  of  the  King's 
Houfhold  and  Civil  Government,  and  was  a  little  larger 
than  had  ever  before  been  found  neceffary  for  that  Purpofe; 

the 
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Anno  to.  Geo.  t^e  otlier  Part,  amounting  to  100,000/.  a  Year,  is  that 
II.  r -'/'-/•  which  was  iettleJ,  and  iiad.  during  the  whole  Reign  of 
\,^^'>/''\^  tiie  late  King,  and,  indeed,  I  may  fav,  ever  fince  the  Be 
ginning  of  -the  Reign  of  King  Charles  11.  bee  i  deemed  the 
Icilt  Sum  that  was  necefury  tor  fupporting  the  Honour  and 
Dignity  of  the  Heir  Apparent  ro  the  Crown;  and  the  re- 
maining third  Part,  amouniing  to  240,000/.  a  Year,  isthat 
which  was  allowed  to  his  late  Vlnjelty  for  xA£ts  of  Generoiity 
and  Charity, -and  for  fecret  Service  Money,  but  had  always 
been  thought  by  moit  Men  without  Doors,  and.  I  be'ieve, 
by  moil  wichrn,  to  be  too  large  a  Sum,  and  was  really  at 
]cail  tv/ice  as  large  a  Sam  as  had  ever  been  allowed  for  thefe 
purpofes'tc)  any  former  King  of  this  Nation.  Upo-.  his 
present  Majelly's  Acceffion  it  apper.red.that  he  was  fubjeft 
to  a  C!iarge'\Vluch  the  late  King  was  fee  from,  I  mean  that 
of  providihg  fur  his  Queen  and  younger  Chi'dren;  yet  he 
neither  nftceC'',  nor  did  tne  Parliament  grant  him  any  greater 
Civil  Lilt  Revenue  than  the  late  Krng  cnjoy'd.  This  ad- 
ditional"C!;arge  which  the  prefent'King  was  then  fubjeft  to, 
was  therefore  certain  y  intended,  both  by  King  and  Parlia- 
ment, to  be  thrown  upon  Tome  one,  or  fome  two  of  the 
three  Part$  into  which  I  have  divided  the  King's  Civil  Lilt 
Revenue,  or  up)on  the  three' jointly  rand  confidering  the 
CircumllSnces  of  thefe  three  Parts,  which  were  then  e.x- 
fed!"  as  I  have  reprefented  them  to  you,  I  muft  refer  to 
every  Gentleman  that  hears  me,  whether  it  is  not  moll  pro- 
•babh,  that  both  King  atid  Parliament  intended  to  throw 
this  additional  Charge  either  folely  upon  the  third  Part,  or 
iipon  the  Firll  and  Third  -jointly  ?  Is  there-nct  all  the  Rea- 
fondu'the  World  to  pref'^me,  chat  both  Kirig  and  Parlia- 
ment then  intended  thir'the  fecond  Part  fhould  be  entirely 
free  fron)  fh'ife' additional  Cii-irge?  And  is  not  this  flill  the 
more  rrobiilVe,  on  account  of  the  Prince  of  Wales'^  being 
ihcn  fiituallycor-ie  to  Mart's-' Mate,  and  the  v/hole  Natioa 
:n  dai*y  iion^s  ot  feeing ^Miti  inarried  and  foon  birfled  with 
Cnilcir-eii?  •■  ■  -   -••   --' 

Sir,  \{  tl-:'-re  \-^ciz  not  a  rvlan^nlive  who  was  then  in  Par- 
1'am<^nr,::r'i'hSa!d,  from  L'lis-State  of  the  Cafe,  be  convinced, 
rii3  Piirliament  then  intended  tlie  Prince  fhoald  have  his 
■ioo,o.->o/,  a  Year  without:  one  Shilling  Abatement;  but  I 
had  tAen  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member  of  Parliament  my- 
ielf,  I  kiio^v  v.diat  was  my  own  Intention,  I  know  what  was 
the  Intention  of  iftany  other?,  i  know  wc  all  intended  and 
expefcedthe  100,000/.  a  Year  fhouldiiave  been  fettled  on 
the  /**•:>/«  of  Wales  as  foon  as  he  came  to  EiHand :  And  I 
very  well  remember,  the  honourable  G'-utleman  who  made 
tr.e^lMo'cion  for  fc'::!iRg  the  prefe.nt  Civil  Lil!  Revenue, 
-  i  made 
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made  ufe  of  it  as  an  Argument  for  his. Motion,  that  the  Jnno  lo.  Get. 

Prince  of  Wales   was  then  near  of  Age,  and  that  it  would     Uxn-^^--^. 

be  very  loon  neceffary  to  fettle  the  fame  Revenue  upon  him,  fy»'S/">^ 

that  had  been  fettled  upon  his  Father,  whillt  Prince  of  Wales. 

This,  Sir,  I  fay  I  very  v.-el!  remember,  and  I  remember  too, 

that  it  feemed  to  be  the  Reafon  which  had  moll  Weight  witlj 

the   Houfe,    and  which,   I   believe,    chicfiy    procured   his 

Motion    almoil  an  unanimous    Approbation.     Gentlemen 

may  talk  what  they  pleafe  about  gathering  the  Intention  of 

an  Ad  of  Parliament  from  the  Words  ciily  :  This  may  be 

the  Rule  in  Wejhninjler  Hall,  but  it  is  impoflible   it  can  be 

the  Rule  in  either  Houie  of  Parliament,    efpccially  Vvhen 

there  are  fo  many  Members  now  in  each  Houfe  who  had  a 

Share  in  the  Prffing  of  that  Law.     They  muit  gather  tlie 

Intention  of  the  Act  from  the  intention   they  themieives 

had  at  the  Time  of  itb  Pah'ing,  and  their  Telbmony  ought 

to  have  fome  Weight  with  thole  who  had  not  the  Honour 

of  being    Members  of  either  Houie  at  the  Time  the  Law 

was  pafied. 

It  certainly  was  the  Intention  of  Parliament,  Sir,  I  hope 
it  ftill  is  the  Intention  of  Parliament,  that  his  Rcjal  High- 
nefs  fhould  have  at  leall  loo  ooo  /.  a  Year  out  of  the  Civil 
Lill: ;  and  fince  it  is  now  made  mr.nifeil  by  the  Meflage  de- 
livered to  us  in  this  Debate,  tiiat  he  is  like  to  be  difap- 
poinied  of  one  Half  of  what  was,  and,  I  hope,  Itill  is,  in- 
tended for  him  by  Parliament,  it  is  become  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  us  to  addrefs  his  Mcjeity,  in  order  to  know  from 
him  the  Reafon  of  that  Difappointraent.  li  the  Civil 
Liii:  Revenue  produces  above  900,000/.  a  Year,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  does,  it  may  certainly  fpare  ico.cco/.  a  Year  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  if  it  produces  but  800, oco  /.  a  Year 
nctt,  which  no  Man  believes,  yet  even  in  that  Cafe,  i:  may 
fpare  100,000/.  a  Year  to  the  Prince  cf  Wales,  according 
to  the  belt  Judgment  we  can  form  from  the  Experience  cf 
any  former  Reign  :  But  fuppofe  it  true,  that  by  rcaion  cf 
fome  nevv  and  extraordinary  Articles  of  Expence,  tlie  Civil 
Lill  Revenue  cannot  fpare  above  50,000/.  a  Year  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  vjz  ought  to  have  that  Anfvver  froni  the 
King  himftif,  and  in  a  proper  and  direr.l  Manner,  which 
we  can  have  no  other  Way  but  by  Means  of  the  Addreis 
prcpoicd.  \^  luch  an  Aniv/er  Oiaii'd  be  leturiuil  to  u^,  I 
am  iurc  itv-iii  then  be  our  Luiy  to  eii(|uiie  into  the  I'r;)- 
duce,  and  into  tiie  iJiipofai  cf  tiie  Civd  LilI  RLvenue, 
efpecialiy  that  Part  of  it  which  i;  preiencied  to  be  laid  out  la 
lecret  Scrvicta.  'i  he  Civil  Lilt  Jcevcnue  wa^  rtvcr  lo  hiy.h 
as  in  til  is  Reign  :  Jt  ib  ;■.  vnol!  dnu^^croii^  Revenue,  tipe(.i;.lly 
wiica  a   ve:y   ttrlidc:r;L,e  Pan    oi  it  n.'^y   be   ui;i;^i.!,  no 
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Anno  lo.  Geo.  Man  knows  how :  It  is  a  ftiarp  Inftrument  in  the  Hands  ol 

II.  17:6-7.    *  Minifter,  which  may  fome  Time  or  other  beemploy'd  in 

\/y^/'-\^  cutting  the  Throat  of  our  Conftitution.     During  his  pre- 

^^       ^"'^   fent  Majefty's  Reign,  we  cannot  apprehend  that  any  Part 

of  it  will  be  converted  to  a  bad  Ufe ;  but  I  hope  I  (hall 

never  fee  fuch  a  Revenue  granted  in  any  future  Reign,  noi 

^  granted  in  fuch  a  Manner.     Money  generally  carries  Per- 

fuafion  along  with  it ;  therefore  it  is  moft  juftly  to  be  ap 

prehended,  that  fome  future  guilty  Miniiier,  provided  with 

fuch  a  large  Fund  of  Perfuafion,   and  that  Perfuafion   fup- 

ported  by  an  armed  Force,  may  be  enabled  to  do  whatevei 

he  pleafes  with  our  Conftitution  ;    and  as  either  he  or  oui 

Conftitution  muft  be  facrificed,  we  may  eafily  judge  which 

will  bleed  at  the  Altar, 

As  his  Majerty's  Meffage  to  the  Prince  was  in  Writing, 
and  is  now  communicated  to  us  by  his  Majefty's  Command, 
it  may  be  made  ufe  of,  and  is  certainly  a  very  ftrong  Argu^ 
jnent  in  favour  of  the  Motion  ;  but,  Sir,  I  am  furprifed  tc 
hear  the  Prince^  fuppofed  Anfwer  made  ufe  of  in  this  Houft 
as  an  Argument  againft  the  Motion  ;  becaufe  the  Prhice": 
Anfwer  neither  was  in  Writing,  nor  was  defired  to  be  giver 
in  Writing  ;  and  as  I  took  it  down  in  Wri;ing  foon  after  hi: 
Royal  Highncfs  delivered  it,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  fay,  it  wa; 
not  exaftly  in  the  Terms  the  noble  Lords  who  brought  the 
Meffage  ieem  to  have  reported  ;  therefore  I  wilh  they  hac 
given  his  Royal  Highne/s  previous  Notice  of  the  Meffage, 
and  defired  that  he  might  prepare  to  give  them  an  Anlwei 
in  Writing,  which  would  have  prevented  any  Surprife  o 
the  one  Side,  or  any  Miftake  of  the  other  j  for  I  am  con- 
vinced  the  noble  Lords  did  not  defignediy  make  any  iMif 
take  in  their  Report.  Altho'  I  took  down  his  Ro^al  High 
f!<lfs's  Anfwer  in  Writing,  yet,  Sir,  I  fliall  not  pretend  tc 
communicate  it  to  this  Houfe,  fince  I  have  no  Authoritj 
from  him  for  that  Purpofe ;  but  thus  much  I  may  obferve 
that  if  his  Royal  Highne/s  faid  he  was  forry  for  any  Thing 
it  was,  That  he  was  forry  any  Gentleman  of  either  Houiii 
of  Parliament  fhould  have  Occafion  to  give  himfelf  an) 
Trouble  about  that  Settlement  which  ought  to  be  mad< 
upon  him  ;  and  this  J  believe  the  greateft  Part  of  ths 
Nation  are  forry  for  as  well  as  his  Royal  Highne/s:  I  an 
fure  every  Man  who  has  a  true  Regard  for  either  his  Fa 
ther  or  him,  or  for  any  of  their  illuftrious  Family,  muft  be 
forry  for  it.  However,  Sir,  fuppofe  his  Anfwer  was  in  the 
Words  reported,  It  is  fo  full  of  filial  Duty  and  Refpeft, 
that  it  is  a  new  Argument  for  the  Addrefs  propolcd  ;  be 
caufe  the  great  Refpeft  which  his  Royal  Highne/s  there  fhew 
for  the  King  his  Father,  may  very  probably  prevail  upoi 
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him  to  fubmit  to  very  great  Difficulties,  rather  than  take  Anno.  \o  Geo, 
the  Liberty  of  troubling  his  Father  with  any  new,  tho'  moft    II.  1736-7. 
neceffary   Demand  ;  which   is  a  ftrong  Argument  for  the 
Necefiity  of  his  having  a  fufficient  independent  Settlement, 
and  for  the  Parliament's  interpcnfing  in  his  Behalf. 

So  unlucky,  Sir,  are  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other  Side  of 
the  Quertion,  that  nothing  has  happened,  almoft  nothing  has 
been  iaid  during  the  Debate,  but  what  tends  to  fortify  the 
Argument  againllthem.  This,  I  am  fare,  may  mofl  juilly 
be  faid  of  the  melancholy  Account  they  have  given  us  of 
that  unlucky  Difpute  which  happened  between  the  prefent 
King,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  late  King  his  Father. 
I  (hall  moft  readily  agree,  that  that  Difpute  was  owing  nei- 
ther to  any  Want  of  paternal  AfFedion  in  the  late  King, 
nor  to  any  Want  of  filial  Duty  in  the  prefent,  but  to  tne 
Pride  and  Vanity  of  feme  mean  and  low  Sycophants  and 
Tale-Bearers.  Now,  Sir,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  from 
thofe  Gentlemen,  what  fort  of  Situation  they  think  the 
prefent  King,  who  was  then  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown, 
would  have  been  reduced  to,  if  he  had  had  no  independent 
Settlement  of  his  own,  or  not  a  fufiicient  independent  Set- 
tlement? The  Account  they  have  given  us  of  his  Situation 
is  melancholy  enough  ;  but  if  he  had  not  been  provided 
with  a  fufficient  independent  Settlement,  would  not  tho 
Account  of  his  Situation  have  been  a  great  deal  more  dif- 
mal  ?  Would  not  he  have  been  obliged  cither  to  fubmit  to, 
and  become  the  Stave  of  thofe  very  mean  and  low  Syco- 
phants, or  to  fubfifl  by  the  Gcnerofity  and  Beneficence  of 
his  Friends  ?  And  we  know,  Sir,  how  hard  it  is  to  meet 
either  with  Generofity  or  Beneficence,  when  People  are  fen- 
fible  that  their  Generofity  or  Beneficence  will  be  imputed  to 
them  as  a  Crime  againil  the  State.  Can  any  thing  be  faid. 
Sir,  can  any  thing  be  thought  of,  that  can  juilify  our  agree- 
ing to  the  Motion,  more  than  this  very  Accident  ?  For  if 
ever  any  fuch  unlucky  Accident  fhould  hr'ippen  (which  God 
forbid)  it  may  happen  when  his  Roynl  Higbnefs  is  blclTed 
with  as  many  Children  as  the  King  his  Father  was,  when 
that  Accident  happened  to  him  ;  and  we  are  not  certain 
that  the  Court  would,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  behave  in  the  fame 
manner  towards  his  Children. 

I  am  furprifed.  Sir,  to  hear  a  Motion  for  an  humble  x4d- 
drefs,  called  a  Stating  ourfelvcs  as  the  higher  Power,  and 
bringing  the  Prince  of  Wale:  and  his  Majeiiy  as  PlaintifFand 
Defendant  before  us.  Can  Advice  be  ca.led  a  Degree,  or  is 
the  common  Stile  of  an  Addrefs  the  Stile  of  a  fapenor  Power  ? 
But  J  am  Itill  more  furprifed  to  hear  it  faid,  our  agreeing  to 
the  Queilion  would  be  a  determining  that  his  Majeliy   ins 
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Jly.no  \o.  Gc-o.  done  iDJuftice  to  his  deleft  Son.  Does  not  every  one  l<noW 
II.  1736-7.  t!iat  our  Kings  can  do  no  Wrong,  that  they  can  do  no  In- 
v>.^->>->^  jullice  ?  If"  any  Wrong  is  done,  we  muft  always  necefiarily 
fuppofe  it  done  by  the  i\dinitters ;  and  if  any  of  them  has 
told  the  King  that  50,000/.  a  Year  is  fufficient  for  fupport- 
ing  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  has  led  his  Majefty  into  fuch  an 
Expence  that  he  cannot  fpare  more  out  of  the  Civil  Lift,  I 
will  fay  they  have  done  InjalHce,  and  the  Nation  will,  the 
Nation  ought  to  fuppofe  they  are  no  longer  fit,  nor  ought 
to  continue  to  rule  over  us;  fo  that  whatever  Foreigners 
may  think,  no  Man  who  underftands  our  Conftitution,  can 
exped  or  fuppofe  our  agreeing  to  this  Motion  will  be  at- 
tended with  any  fuch  Mibiortune  as  hai.  been  reprefented. 

Our  agreeing  to  this  Queilion,  Sir,  can  be  attended  with 
no  Misfortune  to  any  Branch  of  the  Royal  Family,  nor  can 
it  be  the  Occafion  of  any  Qiiarrel  or  Breach  between  the 
King  and  the  Pr'mce:  Indeed  it  may  be  the  Occafion  of  his 
Majtiiy's  quarrelling  with  thofe  who  have  told  him  that 
50,000/.  a  Year  is  enough  for  his  eldelt  Son  ;  becaufe  it  is 
to  be;  prefumed,  his  Majtity  will  give  more  Credit  to  his 
Parliament  than  to  any  Counfellor  he  has  about  him  ;  and 
confequently  will  difmifs  them  from  his  Councils,  for  telling 
him  vvhat  he  finds  by  the  Addiefs  of  his  Parliament  to  be  a 
notorious  Kaifliood  :  Or  it  may  be  the  Occafion  of  his 
Majeliy's  quarrelling  with  thofe  who  have  led  him  into  fuch 
an  Expence,  as  not  to  be  able  to  fpare  above  50,000/.  a  Year 
to  the  Pr'mce  of  Wales;  becaufe  fuch  an  Addrefs  from  Par- 
liament would  certainly  procure  a  Contracting  of  that  Ex- 
pence  for  the  future,  or  woaid  produce  an  Enquiry  into  the 
late  Management  of  the  Civil-Lilt  Revenue,  by  either  of 
which  his  Majeily  wou.'d  find,  they  had  led  him  into  a  need- 
iefs  Expence,  the  certain  Ccnfequence  of  which  would  be, 
his  turning  them  out  of  his  Service.  Our  agreeing  there- 
fore to  the  Motion  can  never  produce  ary  Breach  between 
the  Royal  Fati/Cr  and  the  Royal  Son;  but  if  we  ihou!d  dif- 
agree  to  the  Motion,  it  will  afford  an  Opportunity  for  evil 
Counlellors  to  confirm  his  M  jelly  in  that  Error  they  have 
already  endeavoured  to  !e,;d  him  into;  and  as  one  wicked 
Step  generally  begets  a  fecond,  vvorfe  than  the  firit,  they 
may  very  probably  reprelent  this  Motion  in  Parliament  as 
procured  by  his  Ro^al liighnfs,  in  order  to  dillrefs  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Meaiures,  and  to  p'-ocure  himfeif  a  much  larger 
Sect'ement  than  he  has  any  Occafion  for.  7"his  lecond  Step 
we  have  fome  i^eafon  to  dread,  Sir,  even  from  the  Words 
of  the  Mcffige  now  before  us ;  and  therefore  we  have  great 
Rcalon  to  dread  that  our  uifagreeing  to  the  Motion  may 
produce,   or  at   Jealt  be   the  diiunt   Cuufe  of  a   perpetual 

JJreach 


(  339  ) 

Breach   between  the  Father  and  Son  ;  but  In   that  Cafe  h  J;7no  lo.  Ceo>^ 
cannot  be  faid,  that  thofe  vvho  have  endeavoured  to  do  Jullice    il.  i-'26  7. 
to  the  Son  were   the  Caufe   of  the  Breach  ;  we  muil   Jook 
for  the  Caufe  in  tlie  oppofite  Corner  ;  and,  I  hope,  if  there 
Ihould  ever  be  any  Neceflity  for  an  /imputation,  it  wiA  (all 
upon  thofe  wlio  moil  jull'y  deferve  it. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal,  Sir,  of  the  ill  EiTeds  our 
Egreeing  to  this  Motion  may  have  on  the  People  without 
]Joors.  Thefe  Apprehenfion?,  Sir,  I  liave  faevved  to  be 
without  any  Foundation,  at  leait  with  refpedl  to  Jiis  A'fajelly 
himfelf,  or  any  of  his  illullrious  Family;  but  let  us  confi- 
der  the  ill  EfFccls  our  not  agreeing  to  this  Alotion  m\\  have 
upon  People  without  Doors,  with  refpedl  to  the  Opinion 
they  may  from  thence  form  of  the  Hdr  Jpfarent  to  our 
Crown,  or  of  the  Julliceand  Equity  of  Parliament.  What 
will  People  think,  what  will  they  fay  of  the  Prince  of 
IVales,  when  tliey  hear  that  his  Settlement  is  reduced  to  one 
Half  of  what  has,  for  thefe  many  Years  lall  patf,  been 
thought  necefTary  for  fupporting  the  Honour  and  Dignity 
of  the  Heir  Apparent,  or  Pre/u?npn-ve  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  at  a  Time  when  every  other  Provihon 
for  the  reft  of  the  Royal  Family  has  been  vaflly  encreafed  ? 
The  Civil  Lift  is  now  near  double  what  it  formerly  was  : 
The  Dowry  fettled  upon  her  prefent  Majelly,  and  molt 
defervedly  fettled,  is  double  v/hat  was  ever  lettleJ  upon  any 
former  Queen.  Tlie  Marriage  Provifion  granted  by  Par- 
liament to  the  Princefs  Royal,  is  double  what  was  ever  given 
to  any  Princefs  Royal  of  England;  for  King  Charles  i's 
Daughter  had  but  half  the  Sum,  and  even  that,  ]  believe, 
was  never  paid  ;  and  King  James  IV s  D  aighter,  whom 
King  Charles  W.  looked  on  as  his  own,  had  but  40. coo/. 
when  married  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  aRerward?  our  glo- 
rious Deliverer;  nor  was  tliat  Sum  fully  paid,  I  believe, 
till  became  to  be  our  King  ;  whtn,  I  do  not  know  but  he 
might  have  Intcrcll  enough  to  fee  himfelf  paid.  Jf  we 
fliould  difagrce  to  tliis  Motion,  will  not  the  People  have 
Reafon  to  conclude,  that  we  have  no  great  Opinicn  of  the 
Merit  of  tiic  prt-fent  Prince  of  Wuks>  Will  they  not  from 
thence  imagine  i.c  is  no:  worthy  of  fucceeding  to  the 
Throne  ?  'i'licy  Vvonid  certainly  imagine  fo.  Sir,  if  it  were 
pofTible  ;  but,  tiiaiik  God,  his  Merit  is  publickly  and  gene- 
rally known  :  kvcry  one  I^nows  that  no  Part  of  any  Settle- 
ment made  upon  him  will  be  hoarded  up  t-o  the  Detriment 
of  public  Circulation,  nor  the  Icail  Part  of  it  converted  to 
any  wicked  or  ridiculous  Ule  :  No,  Sir;  whatever  he  may 
have  more  than  necefTary  for  fupporting  the  Dignity  of  the 
Jp!)arent  Heir  to  our  Crown,  will,  we  are  fare,  be  wholly 
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Jr.TJo\o.Geo.  employed  in  Arts  of  true  Charity  and  public  Utility.  So 
II.  I  736  7.  f^r  as  the  Prince czr\  fpare  it,  the  Wants  of  every  dei'erving 
Man  will  be  fapplied,  the  Unfortunate  will  be  relieved,  and 
whoever  excels  in  Virtue  and  true  Merit  will  be  forwarded. 
As  this  is  the  Cafe  with  refpedl  to  hh  Royal  Highnefs,  what 
Opinion  can  the  People  without  Doors  form  of  the  Proceed- 
ings within  ?  Will  they  not  be  apt  to  fay,  our  Proceedings 
are  direrted,  not  by  Juilice,  but  by  fome  IcJfifh  and  fordid 
Confideration  ? 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  my  Opinion  fully  and  freely 
in  this  Affair.  I  know  the  Danger  I  am  in  by  appearing 
in  fivour  of  this  Motion.  I  may  perhaps  have  a  Meffage 
fent  me,  I  may  lofe  the  Command  I  have  in  the  Army,  as 
other  Gentlemen  have  done  for  the  fame  Reafon,  before 
me;  but  I  Ihould  think  myfelf  a  pitiful  Officer,  if  I  were 
direrted  in  my  Voting  or  Behaviour  in  this  Houfe,  either 
by  the  Fears  of  lofing  the  Commiffion  I  bave,  or  the  Hopes 
of  obtaining  a  better;  arid  if  any  Minilter  whatever  Ihould 
fend  to  threaten  me  with  the  Lofs  of  my  Commiffion,  in 
cafe  I  did  net  vote  in  Parliament  as  he  direrted,  I  fhould 
receive  the  Meffage  with  a  fuitable  Indignation,  and  would 
be  very  apt  to  treat  the  Meffenger  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  I 
do  not  think  decent  here  to  cxprefs  While  I  have  the 
Honour  to  fit  in  this  Houfe,  I  Ihull  upon  all  Occafions  en- 
deavour to  judge  impartially,  and  fhall  always  vote  with 
Freedom,  according  as  my  Honour  and  Confcience  dirert  ; 
and  as  I  am  convinced  his  Royal  Highnefs  has  a  Right, 
and  ought  to  have  a  fufficient  independent  Settlement;  as 
I  am  convinced  50,000/.  a  Year  is  not  a  fufficient  Provi- 
iion  for  the  Heir  apparent  to  tlie  Crown  of  Great  Britain  % 
as  f  am  convinced,  the  Civil  Lifl,  if  rightly  managed,  may 
eafily  fpare  ioc,ooo/.  a  Year  for  his  R'^yalHighnefs;  as  I  am 
convinced  this  is  the  Sum  which  was  intended  for  him  by 
that  Parliament  which  elUbliflied  the  prelent  Civil  Lill  Re- 
venue ;  and  as  I  am  convinced  his  Majelty  has  been  miiin- 
formed,  or  ill  advifed,  othervvii'e  this  Sum  would  have  been 
fettled  upon  him  long  before  this  time  ;  therefore,  as  a 
Member  of  this  Houfe,  as  a  loyal  Subjert  to  his  Majeily, 
and  a  iincere  Friend  to  his  Family,  I  think  myfelf  obliged 
in  Duty,  in  Honour,  in  Conlcience,  and  in  fpite  of  every 
fordid  Temptation  to  the  contrary,  to  endeavour  as  much 
as  I  can  to  give  my  Sovereign  a  right  Advice,  and  a  true 
Information. 

The  Queilion  being  put,  the  Divifion  was,  I\oes  234 ; 
Yeas  204. 

We  have  been  obliged  in  this  Debate,  to  throw  all  that 
was  laid  in  one  general  Argumanr,  the  Speakers  upon  that 
<')cca,iion  being  io  vtiy  numerousj  that  it  uniivoidiibly  occa- 
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fioned  a  frequent  Repetition  of  the  fame  Arguments,  which  Jnm  lo.  Geo. 
tho'  it  plcakdin  the  Hearing,  might  difgull  in  the  Reading.    II.  1-736-7. 

On  the  28th  the  faid  Committee  came  to  the  following 
Refolutions,  which  were  reported,  and  all  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  1.72:.  1  hat  a  Sum  not  exceeding   79,723/.    6s.  ^d. 
fhould  be   granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the    Charge  of  the 
Office  of  Ordnance   for  Land-Service  for    the  Year    1737. 
That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  604/.  19J   id.  fhould  be  granted 
to  his  Majeil^  for  defraying  the  extraordinary  Expcnce  of 
the  Office  of  Ordnance  for  Land-Service,   and  not  provided 
for  by  Parliament.     That  a  Sum  not  exceeding   62,401/. 
3i.  6^.4.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  to  make  good  the 
jDeiiciency  of  the  Grants  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1736. 
That  a  Sum  not  exceeding   10,043/.  3J    10^.   ^.   fhall   be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  to   replace  to  the   Sinking  Fund  the 
like  Sum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  Deficiency 
of  the  additional  Stamp-Duties  at  Chrijlmas  1735,  purfuant 
to  a  Claufe  in  an  Afl  of  Parliament  paffed  in  the  4th  Year 
of  his   Majefty's  Reign,  for  raifing  1,200,000/.  by  Annui- 
ties and  a  Lottery  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1731.  That  a 
Sum  not  exceeding  42,817/.   loj.  fhould  be  granted   to  his 
Majefty  on  account  of  the  Subfidy   payable  to  the  King  cf 
Denmark,  purfuant  to  the  Treaty  bearing  Date  September  19, 
1734,  for  three  Quarters  of  a  Year  to  September  19,   1737- 
On  March  4,  the  faid  Committee  came  to  the  following 
Refolutions,  which  were  reported  and  all  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  'viz..  That  a  Sum.   not  exceeding   28,707/.  5J.  ic</. 
fnould  be  granted  to  hia   M.  jefty  upon  Account,  for   Out- 
penfioners  of  Cheljea  Flofpiial  for  the  Year  1733.     That  a 
Sum  not  exceeding  56,413/.  14^.  ^d.  h  fhould  be  granted  to 
his  Majeiiy  for  defraying  feveral  extraordinary  Services  and 
Expences  incurred  in  the  Years  1735  and  1736,  and  not 
provided  for  by    Parliament  :  That  a  Sum   not  exceeding 
10,000/.  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty   upon  Account, 
towards  the  Support  of  the  Royal  Hoipital  at  Gree?nvic'y, 
for   the   Maintenance  of  the  Seamen  of  the   faid  Hofpital 
worn  out  and  become  decrepid  in   the  Service  of  their 
Country. 

Several  Gentlemen  upon  that  Occafion  took  Notice  of 
the  great  Charge  tiiat  Hofpital  was  like  to  bring  upon  the 
Public.  They  laid  they  would  not  oppofe  the  Motion  then 
made;  but  they  could  not  negledl  that  Opportunity  of  tak- 
ing Notice,  that  notvvithftanciing  its  being  a  Time  of  Perxir, 
the  Charge  of  that  Hofpital  iecmed  to  be  every  Year  m- 
creafing  ;  for  that  laft  Year  the  Sum  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment for  that  Article  was  but  24,518/.  los.  and  the  preced- 
ing Year  it  was  but  18,850/.  qs.  zd.  fo  that  the  Sum  then 
demanded   was   very  ncur    10, coo/,  more   tiian  wa.-  found 
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Jnm  lo.  Geo.  iieceffiry  for  the  fame  Service  but  i^wo  Years  before.  Thejr 
II.  ly^G-j  ^vould  not,  they  faid,  pretend  to  iuggell  what  were  the  par- 
~  -—  ticular  Reafons  for  that  great  Increafe  ;  but  there  was  one 
general  Reafon  which  would  always  hold,  while  we  kept  up 
luch  a  large  number  of  regular  Forces,  and  obfcrved  the 
fame  Rules  with  refpeifl  to  admitting  Perlons  into  that 
Holpital,  In  Time  of  War  there  had  been  two  Rules 
eilabliflied  for  intitling  Soldiers  to  the  Benefit  of  th.t  Hof- 
pital;  one  of  which  was,  a  Soldier's  being  wounded  or 
maimed  in  the  Service,  and  difcharged  by  his  Colonel,  as 
unfit  for  further  Service ;  and  the  other  was,  a  So'dier's 
having  been  tiventy  Years  in  the  Service,  and  reduced,  or 
difcharged  by  his  Colonel,  as  an  old  and  decrepid  Soldier. 
While  the  War  continued,  no  Man^could  claim  a  Title  to 
the  Hofpital  by  either  of  thefe  Rules,  unlefs  he  was  by  his 
Age,  or  his  Wounds,  become  adtually  unfit  for  Service; 
becaufe,  as  Recruits  were  then  hard  to  be  got,  no  Colonel 
would  difchargc  a  Soldier,  as  long  as  he  w.^s  .my  way  fit  for 
Service;  and  there  were  but  very  few  who  could  ever 
claim  the  Benefit  of  the  lall  Rule  ;  becaufe  moll  of  them 
were  either  killed  or  wounded  before  they  could  be  dif- 
charged as  a  Soldier  grown  decrepid  with  Age:  Whereas, 
now,  in  Time  of  Peace,  we  had  not,  it  was  true,  many  Sol- 
diers who  could  claim  any  Title  from  the  firlt  Rule  ;  but  the 
Numbers  of  thofe  who  might  claim  a  Title  from  the  fecond 
would  be  increafing  every  Day  ;  for  as  Recruits  were  now 
eafily  procured,  the  Officers  were  very  apt  to  diicharge  an 
old  Soldier,  as  often  as  they  could  find  a  clever,  weil-iook'd 
young  Fellow  ready  to  liit  in  his  iiead,  tho'  the  old  Soldier 
migliC  then  be  as  fit  for  real  Strfice,  but  not  perhaps  {o  pro- 
per for  a  Review,  as  the  Man  newly  Uiled  ;  and  as  none  of 
our  Soldiers  were  in  Time  of  Peace  in  any  great  Danger  of 
being  killed,  alnioii:  every  Soldier  in  our  Array  would  at  lall 
comt;  to  have  a  Title,  by  his  having  been  t'i.'jcnty  Years  in 
the  Service,  to  claim  the  Benefic  of  being  admitted  into 
Chelfea  Hofpital;  and  that  at  an  Age  perhaps  when  he 
might  not  only  b^-  fit  For  Service,  ^•si  nc  for  gain;ng  his 
Livelihood  by  aiiy  inJiiiirioua  Employment  ;  for  ir  a  young 
Fellow  lilled  when  but  eigbtee'i  Vears  of  Age,  at  his  Age  of 
eight  and  thirty,  if  he  couid  obtain  a  Diicharge  from  his 
OfEcer,  he  would  have  a  Title  to  claim  being  admitted  into 
Chelfea  Hofpital ,  and  by  Means  of  a  long  Beard,  a  ragged 
Coat,  and  good  Interell  at  the  Bo.trd,  he  might  even  at  that 
Age  be  admi  ted  to  a  Share  of  that  Chanty,  which  was 
defigned  only  for  the  Difabled  and  Decrepid.  From  hence 
they  could  not  but  fuppofe,  that  a  peaceable  Army  would 
always  furniih  Cbcljcu  with  more  Penfioners  than  a  fighting 
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Army  of  the  fame-  Number  could  be  fuppofed  to  do  ;  and  jnm  xo.Geo. 
the  Penfioners  dfavvn  from  the  former  would  live  longer  to    ILiy^S  7- 
enjoy  tlieir  Pcnfion,  and  to  be  a  Burden  upon  their  Country, 
than  the  Penfioners  drawn  from  the  latter, 

Theie  Things,  they  fa  id,  they  took  Notice  of,  not  with 
any  Defign  to  oppofe  the  Motion,  but  only  to  fhew  the 
many  Diladvantages  that  attended  the  keeping  up  of  a  nu. 
merous  Standing- Army  in  Time  of  Peace;  and  at  the  fame 
Time  they  hoped  it  would  contribute  towards  making  thole 
concerned  as  <:arefui  as  poflible,  not  to  admit  any  to  the  Be- 
nefit of  that  Hofpital,  but  fuch  as  were  truly  Objcifls  of 
Chanty,  and  deferved  to  be  fupported  at  the  Expence  of 
their  Country. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered.  That  tho'  the  Nation,  by  Means 
of  the  wife  Meaiures  purfued  by  his  Majefty  and  his  Royal 
Predcceflbr,  had  been  io  fortunate  as  to  remain  for  many 
Years  in  a  State  of  Peace  and  Tranquillity,  tho*  that  happy- 
State  fhouid  continue  for  many  Years  to  come,  yet  it  had 
always  been,  and,  they  believed,  would  always  be  deemed 
neccflkry  to  keep  up  fome  regular  Troops  ;  and  whi'e  they 
kept  up  any  luch  Troops,  it  would  be  necefTary  to  grant  a 
Subfillence  or  Relief  to  thofe  Soldiers  who  fhouid  grow  old 
and  decrcpid  in  tfie  Service;  for  a  poor  Man  had  no  other 
Way  to  provide  for  the  Infirmities  of  old  Age,  but  by  the 
Jndudry  and  Frugality  of  his  Youth  ;  and  it  a  poor  Man 
fhouid  in  his  Youth  forfake  every  Sort  of  Bufinef^  by  which 
he  might  provide  for  the  Infirmities  of  old  Age,  in  order  to 
make  himlelf  fit  for  (erving  his  Country  as  a  Soldier,  and 
in  order  to  be  ready  upon  all  Emergencies  to  venture  his 
Life  in  the  Caufe  of  his  Country,  fuch  a  Man,  tho'  he  par- 
took of  the  Happinefs  of  his  Country,  and  pafTed  thro'  Life 
without  Danger,  yet  he  deferved  as  much  to  be  provided 
for  by  his  Country  in  his  old  Age,  as  if  he  had  been  during 
his  whole  Life  involved  with  his  Country  in  Bloodfhed 
and  Danger;  and  in  the  former  Cafe  he  would  more  pro- 
bab'y  Hand  in  need  of  it  than  in  the  latter  ;  becaufe  in 
Time  of  l^e<ice,  a  Soldier  had  nothing  but  his  bare  Pay, 
out  of  which  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  he  coulJ  fave  any 
Thing  as  a  Provifion  for  old  Age  ;  whereas  in  Time  of 
War,  Soldiers  were  often  allowed  to  plunder,  and  fomctimes 
enriched  thtrnlelves  by  the  Spoils  of  their  Enemies. 

For  this  Reaion,  if  the  Penfioners  in  Che'tea  Co'lege 
flioiild  become  a  litile  more  numerous  in  Time  of  Peace  than 
in  Time  of  War,  it  wa'j  a  Diladvan.age  wiiich  could  net 
be  prevented,  but  it  was  a  Diiadvantage  that  was  fufri- 
ciciit'y  compenlated  by  the  many  Advantages  the  Nat'ca 
reapea  from  a  btat«   of   Ptace    and    Tranquiliity  ;    and  the 
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'^Anito  TO.  Oeo.  maintaining  a  fufficient  Number  of  regular  Troops  had  con- 
II.i*'''6-7.  tribuced,  and  would  always  contribute  towards  fccuring 
•  ^"^^^1  and  prolonging  the  Enjoyment  of  thofe  Advantages, 
However,  they  faid,  they  could  not  admit  that  any  Officer 
would  be  very  apt  to  difcharge  a  Soldier,  as  long  as  he  was 
every  Way  fit,  and  properiy  qualified  for  the  Service ;  be- 
caufe  the  Breeding-  of  a  young  Fellow  up  to  Difcipline, 
and  making  him  thorough  Matter  of  his  Exercifes,  was  al- 
ways a  great  Trouble  to  the  Cfiicer  ;  and  if  the  Officer 
fhould  dilcharge  fuch  a  Man,  the  Boird  were  not  obliged  to 
admit  him  to  the  Benefit  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  even  though 
he  had  been  ti^-'enty  Years  in  the  Service,  unlefs  he  was  fomc 
Way  dilabied,  or  grown  very  old  and  decrepid  ;  at  leaft  if 
any  fuch  Man  was  admitted,  he  was  immediately  fent  to  the 
Regiment,  or  to  fome  of  the  Cc^mpanies,  of  Invalids,  and 
by  that  Mean?  was  maJe  to  ferve  tor  that  Subfirtence  which 
he  received  from  his  Country,  as  long  as  any  Service  could 
be  expeded  from  him  ;  io  that  fi^ey  believed,  there  were 
few  or  no  Soldiers  upon  the  Ellablifhment  of  Cheljea  Hof- 
pital, but  fuch  as  were  real  Objects  cf  Charity  ;  and  they 
were  very  fure  the  ComniilTioners  of  that  Board  had  been 
of  late  as  careful  as  poffible  not  to  admit  any  Man  upon 
that  Eftablifhment  who  was  not  every  way  entitled  to  the 
Benefit,  as  would  fully  appear  if  any  Enquiry  Ihould  be  made 
into  that  Affair;  and  then  the  particular  Reafons  for  the 
late  Increafe  of  the  Charge  of  that  Hofpital  would  not  only 
be  made  to  appear,  but  would,  they  were  convinced,  be  ap- 
proved of  by  every  Gentleman  in  that  Houfe. 

This  was  the  Subilance  of  what  was  faid  of  each  Side 
upon  this  Occafion  ;  afcer  which  the  Queftion  was  put  upon 
the  Motion,  and  agreed  to  without  a  Divifion. 

The  next  Affair  upon  which  there  was  any  confiderable 
Debate  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  was  on  Wednefday  the 
gr.h,  and  Friday  the  nth  of  Match,  when  the  Motion  was 
made  for  granting  a  Niliion  to  his  Majcity,  towards  re- 
deeming the  like  Sum  of  the  increaied  Capita!  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  commonly  cal'ed  Old  South  Sea  An' 
nuities  J  but  as  this  w;ts  a  Sort  of  Rcfolution  which  had 
never  before  been  moved  for,  or  agreed  to,  in  any  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  we  fnall  give  our  Readers  an  Account, 
how  the  Method  of  Proceeding  came  to  be  altered  laji 
Sejfion,  with  refpect  to  the  pay.r.g  off  the  National  Debt, 
and  the  Application  of  the  Sinking-Fund  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 

As  foon  as  the  Houfe  had  upon  the  faid  March  gth,  re- 
folved  itlelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  con- 
fid  er 
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JiJer  of  the  Supply  granted    to  his  Majefly,    Sir    Roherl  Anno  \o.  Geo'' 
Walpok   Hood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  Effcdl,  C7>i.        II.  17-6--' 

Sir,  ^-^'^y^ 

I  have  a  Propofitlon  to  make  to  the  Houfe,  which  I  think  -r-  /,  V "" 
will  tend  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Public,  and  againll:  which  ^ 
there  cannot,  in  my  Opinion,  be  any  Objection  made, 
therefore  I  hope  it  will  be  agreed  to  without  Oppnfition  ; 
but  in  order  to  make  Gentlemen  thoroughly  comprehend 
the  Advantage  of  what  I  am  to  propcfe,  I  muft  beg  Leave 
to  explain  a  little  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  the  Sinking- 
Fund,  and  the  Method  hitherto  obferved  with  refpecl  to  tha 
difpofing  of  the  Produce  of  that  Fund. 

We  all  know.  Sir,  that  the  v.?ho]e  Produce  of  the  Sinl^ing- 
Fund  muft  be  regularly,  as  it  arifss,  depoficed  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Exchequer,  and  there  wait  the  future  Difpofition  of 
Parliament,  ib  that  no  Part  of  it  can  be  applied  to  any  Ufe 
but  that  to  which  i:  has  been  apprcpriated  by  fome  preceding 
Seffion  J  and  the  Method  this  Houie  has  generalJy  taken  for 
difpofing  of  that  Fund,  has  been,  To  refolve  itisif  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  coniider  of  the  .Appli- 
cation of  the  growing  Produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
This  has  always  been  the  Method  we  have  hitherto  talcen 
for  applying  tiiat  Fund  towards  paying  oiT any  P^rt  of  tlie 
National  Debt;  and  as  we  fcldom  or  never  pay  ofr  under  a 
Million  at  a  Time,  there  is  generally  5  or  6oo,oco /.  Pdic 
of  the  Produce  of  that  Fund,  which  lies  for  feveral  Months 
quite  dead  and  ufelsfs  in  his  Majefiy's  Exchequer  ;  u'hich  we 
muil  look  on  as  a  great  Dif  dvantage  to  the  Public,  eAoeciaily 
when  weconfider  that  the  GovcrnmL^nt  is  during  th:  t  Time 
obliged  to  borrov/  Money  at  Interell  for  aniwcring  the  car- 
rent  Service  of  the  Year. 

This,  Sir,  has  been  the  Cafe  for  f^veral  Yeats  pafl,  and 
muft  always  be  the  Cafe  for  every  Year  to  come,  if  the 
Propofition  I  am  to  make,  or  fomething  like  it,  be  not 
agreed  to  ;  for  it  is  well  known  the  Funds  proviJed  by  Par- 
liament for  tlie  current  Service  of  the  Year  do  not  im- 
mediately produce  fuch  Sams  as  are  nccefl'.ry  for  aniwei'ing 
the  Charges  of  the  Govej-nmcnt,  and  therefore  his  Majeiiy 
is  every  Year  empowered  to  borrow  Money  for  tiint  Purpoie 
upon  the  Credit  ot  fome  of  the  FunJs  granted  by  P.irlia- 
ment  for  the  current  Service  of  tliat  Yc;-:-  ;  ior  wnicli  \\c  is 
obliged  to  pay  an  Interell.  of  at  k\';;"':  3  tcr  Cent  wiiich  is 
an  annual  Charge  of  :  o,  15,  or  per;i:;pi  ab-ve  70,f.oo/.  a 
Year  to  the  Public,  and  a  Cnarge  v/iiich  r.ig'it,  1  tl:;;:':.  be 
prevented,  by  enabling  hisMjiellv  to  miiko  v.'.c  o[  tlu:  s'ni- 
du;c  of  the  Sinlting-l'und    tlic^n    lyi'ij,    (-LmJ  '.-w  tiie    E:.:':'- 
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June  \o.  Geo  qiter ;  and  whatever  Sums  might  be  found  neceflary  to  be 
II.  1-36--^.  t.iken  from  the  Sinking  Fund  for  anfwering  the  immediate 
Service,  might  be  replaced  by  the  Produce  of  the  annual 
Funds,  btrioie  MichachrMs,  the  Time  when  the  Produce  of 
tl;e  Sinking  Fund  is  generally  to  be  iffued  by  Direftion  of 
Par'iiranent  for  paying  off  a  Part  of  the  National  Debt; 
or  if  the  VVhoh"  fliould  not  be  replaced  before  that  Time,  a 
fmall  Sum  might  then,  and  not  till  then,  be  borrowed  for 
making  good  the  Deficiency ;  fo  that  the  Government 
would  never  be  obliged  to  borrow  fo  large  a  Sum,  or  for  {o 
long  a  Time,  as  they  generally  are,  according  to  the  pre- 
fent  Method. 

For  Examp'e,  Sir,  the  Produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  is 
generally  coiiiputed  from  Michaelmas  to  Lruh-Day,  and 
from  Lai-'y  Day  to  Michaelmas  ;  and  it  is  to  be  luppofed  this 
Fioiife  wil  ,  in  the  prefent  SefTion,  order  the  Sum  of  one 
Million,  being  the  growing  Produce  of  that  Fund  from 
Michaelmas  laft  till  Michaelmas  next,  to  be  applied  to  the 
Paying  off  fo  much  of  the  National  Debt:  This  Payment 
cinnut  be  made  before  Michaelmas  next,  and  as  the  Produce 
of  that  Fund  will  bring  into  his  Majefly's  Exchequer  by 
Lad,  Day  next,  or  foon  af^er,  5  or  600,000  /.  that  whole 
Sum  mull,  according  to  cur  former  Method  cf  ordering  the 
Application  of  that  Fund,  lie  dead  in  \.\i&  Exchequer,  with- 
out its  being  in  the  Power  of  the  Public,  or  the  Govern- 
ment, to  rtap  any  Benefit  from  it;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
as  the  Produce  of  the  annual  Funds  cannot  anfwer  the  im- 
mediate Occafions  of  the  Government,  his  iMajelty  may 
probably  be  obliged  at  Ladj  Day  next,  or  loon  after,  to 
borrow  5  or  600,000/.  at  an  Intereft  of  3  fer  Cent,  upon 
the  Credit,  I  (hall  fuppofe,  of  the  Malt  Tax,  in  order  to 
anlwer  tlicfe  Demands  which  may  occur  before  the  Pro- 
duce of  that  Tax  can  come  in  to  iatisfy  them  :  Now  if  his 
M..jelly  v.ere  empowered  to  make  ufe  of  the  Produce  of 
the  Sinking-Fund  in  the  mean  time,  it  would  prevent  his 
beiogunc'era  Necel'fity  of  borrowing  any  Money  at  Lady- 
Day  next;  and  whatever  fliould  be  found  neceflary  to  be 
taken  in  the  mean  time  from  the  Sinking-Fund,  might  be 
replaced  by  tl'e  Produce  of  the  Malt  Tax,  or  feme  of 
the  other  PuihIe  provided  fjr  the  current  Service  cf  this 
next  enfuing  Ycnr,  before  Michaelmas  next,  which  is  the 
fooneft  any  Pa):-nent  can  be  directed  to  be  made  out  cf  the 
Produce  cf  that  Fund;  or  if  the  Whole  fhould  not  then 
happen  to  be  repl::ced,  a  fmall  Sum  might  be  then  hor- 
jcwed  for  a  ihort  Term,  in  order  to  make  good  the  De- 
ficiency, r:nd  to  make  that  Payment  to  the  public  Creditors, 
wi.ich,  1  iuppoie,  will  by  this  Scfiion  be  direded  tobe  made 
at  i\licl'aii?iius  next.  I 
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I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  explained  myfelf  To  as  to  be  under-  /fmo  ro.  Geo". 
ftood  by  every  Gentleman  that  hears  me;  and  if  the  Houfe  11.  1736;  7. 
thinks  fit  to  agree  to  what  I  propofe,  tlie  proper  iMethod  of  O-'^VN^ 
doing  it  will,  in  my  Opinion,  be,  To  coaie  to  a  Refolution 
in  this  Committee,  to  grant  his  Aiajeily  a  Mtliion  towards 
redeem'ng  the  like  Sum  of  fome  of  the  public  Debts ;  and 
when  we  take  this  Affair  into  our  Confidefation  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  we  may  refolve,  That  to- 
wards raifmg  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefly,  there  be 
iffued  and  applied  the  Sum  of  one  Million  out  of  fuch  Mo- 
nies as  have  arifen,  or  fliall  or  may  arifc  of  the  Surpluffes, 
Exceffes,  or  overplus  Monies,  commonly  called  theSinking- 
Fund.  This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  proper  Method  of  carry- 
ing what  I  have  propofed  into  Execution,  and  if  1  find 
the  Houfe  approves  of  it,  I  fliall  take  the  Liberty  to  rjfe  up 
again,  and  make  you  fuch  a  Motion  as,  I  think,  ought  to 
be  agreed  to  in  the  Committee  we  are  now  in. 

As  this  new  Method  of  ordering  the  Application  of  the 
Sinking-Fund  was  generally  approved  of,  the  fame  Gentle- 
man itood  up  on  the  iith,  when  the  Houfe  had  again  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee,  and  after  a  (horc 
Speech,  moved,  to  refolve,  That  the  Sum  of  one  Million 
fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefly,  towards  redeeming  the 
like  Sum  of  the  increafed  Capital  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, as  was  then  commonly  called  Old  South  Sea  An- 
nuites. 

But  as  many  Gentlemen  were  of  Opinion  the  faid  Million 
ought  not  to  be  applied  towards  redeeming  any  Part  of  the 
South-Sea  Capital,  but  towards  redeeming  a  Part  of  the 
Bank  Capital,  there  enfued  a  long  Debate,  in  which  the 
Arguments  for  the  Motion  were  by  Air.  Ay/zav;' and  others  71/,.  P;,/,«^, , 
to  the  Effefl  as  followeth,  wz.  ^.-^   IVdlium 

S  I  R,    _       _  _  inndknm. 

As  the  Sinking-Fund  i-^  one  of  the  mod  ufefiji  Fnnds  thr.t  j,y,.  ij'aller. 
ever  was  eftablilhed  in  this  ivingdoin,  as  it  is  the  only  Fund 
from  which  we  can  expctt  a  Diminution  of  oar  Thxcs,  and 
an  Eafe  to  oiirfelves  or  our  Poilerity,  and  as  the  Dilpoiiiion 
of  that  Fund  is  left  intireiy  to  the  V\''ildom  of  Parliament, 
we  ought  to  be  extremely  careful  'S  applying  it  yearly  to 
that  Purpole  from  which  the  grcatcii;  ^cutfii  m.iy  redound 
to  our  native  CouiUry  ;  ai;.i  whca  v.x"  happen  to  be  in  Cir- 
cumllances  fo  lucky  as  to  be  able  to  arrily  the  vvho:e  Produce 
towards  difcharging  fo  much  of  th.e  TMUional  Delit,  the  only 
two  Queitions  that  can  rail  undti  oui  Cor.ii.icration,  are. 
What  Part  of  the  pubiic  Debts  are  ni.n't  grevous  to  the 
Nation  in  general  r  and,  Vv'liat  Part  may  cj  paid  off  with 
the  greatelt  Eafc  to  thofc  who  are  the  Cieditors  of  tlie  Pab- 
X  X  2.  lie  \ 
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^nr:o  xo.Ceo.Wc}    The  ilnl   Queftion  dcferves,  and  will  certainly  meet 
II.  1736-7.    with  our  grcatell  Regard  ;  but  if  it  fhould  appear,  that  the  In- 

v^_^-  -y  's^  tercll  of  the  Public  is  no  way  concerned,  which  Part  of  the 
Naticr.al  Debt  fhall  be  firll  paid  off,  the  fecond  Queftion  will 
then  dcicrve  our  Attention ;  becaufe  the  greater  Regard  we 
flicw  t'j  the  Creditors  of  the  Public,  the  more  we  ftiall 
elbblifh  the  public  Credit;  and  the  more  the  Credit  of  the 
Kation  is  ellablillied,  the  more  t^{y  will  it  be  for  us  to  re- 
duce the  Inrcrefl;  now  payable  upon  our  public  Funds. 

U  there  were  any  of  our  public  Debts  that  bore  an  In- 
terell  higher  than  the  ref:,  that  Debt  would  certainly  be  the 
moft  grievous  to  the  Nation,  and,  confequently,  ought  to 
be  the  firlt  to  be  paid  off ;  but  as  the  wliole  Debt  of  the 
Nation  is  now  reduced  to  4  per  Cent,  or  under,  except 
about  i,6oo>oco/.  due  to  the  Bmik,-9ih\zh  bears  an  Interefl' 
of  6  per  Cent,  and  which  cannot  be  redeemed  till  their 
Term  be  expired,  therefore,  the  Rate  of  Intereft  can  be 
cf  no  Weight  in  the  prefent  Queftion.  With  Regard  to 
tlie  Intcreit  of  the  Public,  1  can  think  of  but  three  other 
Motives  that  can  induce  us  to  pay  off  any  one  of  the  public 
Debts,  or  a  Part  of  any  one  of  the  public  Debts,  rather 
than  a  Part  of  any  other :  The  firft  I  fimll  take  Notice  of  is, 
tlie  Amount  of  the  Sum  due;  for  where  feveral  Debts  are 
due  to  feveral  difi'ercrt  Perfon^,  natural  or  political,  that 
Debi:  which  is  the  largeft  is  certainly  the  moft  grievous, 
a'.'.d  ought  fril  to  be  paid  off,  or  at  leaft  diminiflied  fo  as  to 
bring  it  upon  a  Par  with  others.  1  lie  next  Motive  may 
be  drawn  troni  the  Taxes  which  are  mortgaged  for  paying 
the  intcreit ;  for  tiioie  Creditors  to  whom  the  moft  burden- 
fome  I'axci  arc  mcrtg:'ged,  ought  to  be  firft  paid  off,  in 
order  that  wc  m.iy  have  it  the  fooner  in  our  Power  to  iite, 
xr-.z  r\:.tion  from  thofe  Taxes :  And  the  third  Motive  de- 
pends upOi;  t'iC  .Nature  cf  thcfe  Companies  or  Corporations, 
to  whom  cur  ]  rc.er.c  Debts  are  owing;  for  a  Company  that 
ij  ehgfigea  in'f  :aae,  and  is  enabled  to  extend  their  Trade 
lurtiser  thai;  ti^ey  could  otherways  do,  by  Means  of  that 
intcred  v.'hich  is  payable  to  them  from  the  Government, 
ticlcrve  better  to  have  that  Intereit  continued  to  them,  than 
a  CoHipany,  or  Sett  cf  Men,  v»'ho  carry  on  no  Trade,  or 
whole  'I'rade  can  receive  no  Increafe,  by  means  of  the  Debt 
ciue  to  tiiem  by  the  Public  ;  and,  therefore,  no  Part  of  the 
Debt  due  to  the  former  ought  to  be  paid  oft',  as  long  as  there 
is  any  Thing  due  from  the  Public  to  the  latter. 

I\o\v,  Sir,  with  refpcdl  to  every  one  of  thefe  Motives,  I 
tiiiiik,  they  militate  Itrcngly  in  favour  of  the  Motion  now 
made  to  you.  Ihe  Debt  due  to  the  South-Sea  Company  is 
valiiy  larger  than  the  Debt  due  to  any  ciher  Ccr/ipany  in 
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the  Kingdom,  and,  therefore,  not  only  according  to  the  /f,i,:a  lo.  Ges, 
Rules  of  Proportion,  but  according  to  that  Rule  which  II.  1756  7. 
will  always,  i  hope,  be  the  chief  Direftor  of  our  Refo- 
lutions,  I  mean  the  Interefl:  of  the  Nation  in  general,  what- 
ever Payments  we  are  able  to  make  ought  to  be  generally 
applied  towards  diminifliing  the  Debt  due  to  that  Company  : 
1'hen  as  to  the  Taxes  mortgaged  for  the  Payment  of  our 
public  Debts,  thofe  which  are  mortgaged  to  the  South-Sea 
Company  are  the  molt  burdenlome,  as  will  appear  to  any 
Gentleman  who  examines  into  that  Affair ;  and  of  the  three 
great  Companies  who  are  the  chief  Creditors  of  the  Pub- 
lic, it  mull  be  granted,  the  South-Sea  Company  carries  oa 
the  leafi:  Trade,  and  is  the  leaft  capable  of  extending  their 
Trade,  by  means  of  that  Interelt  or  Annuity  which  is  due 
to  them  from  the  Public.  Thus  in  every  Light  we  can 
put  it,  if  we  have  a  proper  Regard  for  the  Interefl:  of  the 
Nation  in  genera],  we  mull:  conclude,  that  we  ought  to  ap- 
ply the  Produce  of  the  Sinking-Fund  towards  paying  off  a 
Part  of  the  Debt  due  to  the  South-Sea  Company,  rather 
thaaany  other;  and  as  the  Debt  due  to  them  is  now  di- 
vided into  three  different  Parts,  I  think,  the  next  Payment 
ought  to  be  applied  to  that  Part  now  called  Old  South-Sea. 
Annuities;  becaufe  the  Annuities  ought  to  be  all  paid  ofi, 
before  we  payoff  any  Part  of  their  Trading  Stock  ;  and  as 
the  lail  Payment  was  made  to  the  Be^j  South-Sea  Annuities, 
the  next  ought-  to  be  made  to  the  Old. 

But  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  the  Interefl  of  the  Nation  in  general 
is  no  vs'ay  concerned,  which  Part  of  the  public  Debt  fliall 
be  firll  paid  off;  in  that  Cafe  we  ought  to  Ihew  a  Regard  to 
the  Eafe  and  Advantage  of  the  leveral  public  Creditors,  by 
making  the  next  Payment  to  thofe  who  will  fufter  the  leait 
by  fuch  Payment's  being  made  to  them.  It  is  now  the 
good  Fortune  of  this  Nation  to  have  its  Credit  lo  well 
eibbliflied,  that  all  our  public  Funds  fell  at  an  advanced 
Price  ;  fo  that  it  is  a  Difadvantage  and  Lofs  to  ev^ery  one  of 
the  public  Creditors  to  have  any  Part  of  the  Debt  due  to 
him  paid  off;  therefore,  if  the  Intcreft  of  the  Nation  be 
quite  unconcerned,  we  ought  to  dire£t  the  Payments  to  be 
made  to  thofe  v;ho  will  fuffcr  the  leaft  by  having  a  Part  o[ 
their  Capital  paid  off;  and  of  all  the  public  Creditors,  ti.c 
Proprietors  of  the  South-Sea  Annuities  are  certainly  tiioiu 
that  will  fuffer  the  lealt ;  becaufe  as  there  is  a  much  lar<v"r 
Sum  due  to  them  than  to  any  other  Sett  of  public  Creditoi;-, 
the  Lofs  cannot  fall  fo  heavy  upon  each  particular  Pc-ioij  ; 
snd  ;:3  the  Fund  they  are  in  Pollcffion  of  docs  not  fell  r.t  a 
Price  near  lo  high  as  cither  the  Bauk  or  the  Eaji-l'tdia 
Stock,  confcqucntly  the  Proprietors  of  South-Sea  Annuities 
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Anno  10.  Geo,  cannot  be  fuch  Lofers  as  the  Proprietors  of  "Banh  or  Eafi. 
11.  1736-7.  /;?<//,2  would  be,  in  cafe  the  next  Payment  were  di reded  to 
%X"*y'"Vv  be  made  to  either  of  them  ;  for  a  Proprietor  of  South  Sea 
Annuities  can  lofe  but  12  or  13  /.  by  having  100  /.  of  his 
Capital  paid  off;  whereas  a  Proprietor  of  5.;?;;^  Stock  would 
lofe  above  50/.  and  a  Proprietor  of  ^ay^-ZW/^  Stock  would 
lofe  near  80/.  by  having  100/.  of  his  Capital  paid  ofF. 
From  hence,  Sir,  it  mult  appear,  that  if  we  have  any 
Regard  to  the  Creditors  of  the  Public,  we  mud  order  the 
growing  Produce  of  the  Sinking-Fund  for  this  current  Year 
to  be  applied  to  the  paying  off  fo  much  of  the  South-Sea 
Debt ;  and,  therefore,  1  mull  conclude,  that  in  Juftice  to 
the  public  Creditors,  as  well  as  in  Jultice  to  the  Nation, 
the  Motion  now  made  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

The  Anfwer  to  this,  and  the  Arguments  made  ufe  of  for 
fhewing  the  Reaionablenefs  of  making  the  next  Payment  to 
the  Bank,  were  in  Subilance  thus,  viz. 

S  I  R, 

As  to  the  Ufefulnefs  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  the  Ad- 
vantages the  Nation  may  reap  from  it,  I  entirely  agree  with 
tne  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  you  the  Motion:  I  think 
it  is  one  of  the  mod  uleful  Funds  that  was  ever  ellablifhed 
in  this  Kingdom  ;  I  know  it  is  the  only  Fund  by  which  we 
or  our  Poilerity  can  exped  to  get  free  from  any  of  thofe 
Taxes  which  now  lie  fo  heavy  upon  our  Trade  in  general, 
and  upon  our  poor  Labourers  and  ManufiiHiurers  in  par- 
ticular;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  that  Hon.  Gentleman  in 
Opinion,  That  the  Difpofition  of  the  Sinking-Fund  is  left 
entirely  to  the  Wifdom  of  Parliament.  The  contrary  ]s^, 
in  my  Opinion,  evident  from  the  very  Words  of  thofe  Afts 
of  Parii^ment  by  which  that  Fund  was  ellablifhed  ;  for 
by  them  it  is  exprefiy  appropriated  to  the  paying  off  fuch 
of  the  public  Debts  and  Incumbrances  as  were  incurred  be- 
fore the  25th  of  Dicetfiber,  1716,  ib  that  the  only  Dif- 
pofition lert  entirely  to  the  Wifdom  cf  Parliament  is,  with 
refpecl  to  the  Manner  and  Method  of  paying  off  thofe 
Debts:  The  Parliament  may  direfl  what  bum  fhallbepaid 
off  at  any  one  Time,  and  at  what  'i  irr.e  luch  Payment  fhall 
be  made  ;  or  it  may  diredl  which  of  thofe  Debts  any  future 
Payment  ibiU  be  applied  to;  but  by  the  original  Inltitution 
of  that  Fund,  it  was  certainly  defigned  not  to  leave  it  in  the 
Power  of  Parliament  to  apply  [hat  facrcd  Fund  to  any 
ether  Pjrpofe  than  that  of  paying  off  the  National  Debt 
contracted  before  the  25th  of  December,  1716  ;  at  leali  {o 
lar  as  any  one  Parliament  can  limit  or  rellrain  the  Power  of 
all  future  Piriiaments.  How  far,  orinwiiat  Cafe,  any  fu- 
ture Parliament  may  or  ought  to  break  thro'  chat  Rellrainr, 

is 
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is  a  Queftion  which,  I  hope,  we  (haU  have  no  Occafion  to  Anno  lo.  Geo. 
difcufs  in  this  Seffion  :  I  am  glad  to  find  we  have  no  fuch    11.  1756^7. 
Intention  at  prelent ;  for  the  only  Quelb'on  now  before  us    \_/''''SC'\^ 
is,  Which  of  the  public  Debts  contraded  before  the  25th 
of  December,  1716,  the  next  Payment  ought  to  be  applied 
to  ?   And    in  confidering  that  Qucflion,  1    hope  I  Ihali  be 
able  to  make  it  appear,  that,  if  we  regard  the  public  Good, 
and  that    impartial   JuiHce  which  is  due  to  all  the  public 
Creditors,  the  next  Payment  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  the 
Stouth  Sea  Stock,  or  Annuities. 

With  relpedl  to  the  public  Good,  or  the  Intereft  of  the 
Kation  in   general,  it   has  been  granted,   Sir,  that  if  any  of 
our  Debts  bore  a  higher  Rate  of  Interefl  than  the  reft,  that 
Debt  would  certainiy  be  the  moil  grievous  to   the  Nation, 
and  confequently  ought  to  be  the  firlt   paid  off;  and  at  the 
fame   time  it  has   been   granted,   that  there  is   a  Debt   of 
l,6co,ooo/.   due  to  \\iQ  Bank,   which  bears  an   Intereft  of 
6  per    Cent.      Is   it   not   then   evident    that   this  Debt   of 
1,600,000/.  ought  to  be  the  firlt  to  be  paid  off?  But  we  are 
told,   this   Debt  cannot  be  redeemed  tiil  the  Expiration   of 
their  Term.     I  know  it  cannot ;   and  1  likewife  know,  we 
cannot  come  at  the  Redemption  of  this  Mortgage,  till  after 
we  have  paid  off  the  whole  of  the  other  Debts  due   to   the 
Bank.      Is  not  this  a  ilrong  Reafon,  Sir,  for  cpr  paying  cfi" 
as  fait  as  pofTible  all   the   other  Debts  ciue  to  the  Ba?!k,  in 
order   to   come  at   the   Redemption   of  this   Mortgage  of 
1,600,000/.  which  is  now  the  hcavieft  Mortgage  this  Na- 
tion grOans  under?  And   what  Hill  adds   to  the  Weight  of 
this  Argument  is,    that  by  the   time  we  have    paid  off  the 
other  Debts  due  to  the  Ba-nk,  and  for  which  they  have  only 
an  Intereft  of  4  per  Cent,   their  Term  will  be  expired,  fo 
that  we  can  then  redeem  this  heavy  Mortgage  without  fur- 
ther Delay  ;  whereas,   if  we   do   not  now  begin  to  pay  off 
the  other  Debts   due  to    the  .2<a///-,  we  cannot,  even   when 
their  Term  is  expired,  have  it  in  cur  Power  to  redeem  this 
Mortgage,  becaufe,  by  Agreement,  we  cannot  redeem  it  till 
we  have  paid  off  all  the  other  Sums  due  by  the  Public  to 
that  Company.     Therefore,  if  we  have  any  Regard  to  the 
public    Good,  we  ought  to  apply  t\try  future  Payment  to 
the  Ba?jk  till  they  are  entirely  paid  off,  or  at  Icail  till  they 
Jigree  to  take  4  per  Cent,  for  this  i  ,6co,coo/.  as  well  as  for 
the  reft  of  their  Fund,  which  would  be  slaving  of  3 2. ceo/. 
per  Jnnum  to  the  Public,  and  a  Saving  th-t   would   g; catly 
contribute  towards  enabling  us  to  reduce  all  cur  public  Debts 
to  3  per  Cent.  Intereft. 

Now,   Sir,  with  refptcl  to  the  other  Nfotives   mentiored 
by  the  honourable  Geiuleriu.n,  lor  inducing  us  to  pjy  oft'  ;i 
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'Anno  10.  Geo.  P^r*  of  o"2  Debt  rather  than  a  Part  of  any  other,  I  fiiall 
II.  17:56-7.    readily  admit,  that  it  is  more  grievous  to  owe  a  large  Debt 


v/v>^ 


than  to  owe  a  imall  Sam ;  but  I  cannot  admit  that,  there- 
fore, of  two  or  more  Debts  the  largeft  ought  to  be  lirft  paid 
ofF,  or  at  leall:  diminifned,  fo  as  to  bring  it  upon  a  Par  with 
others ;  for  in  private  Li''e  it  is  always  reckoned  better  for 
a  Man  to  owe  a  large  Sum  to  one  Penon,  than  to  owe  a 
Sum  of  equal  Value  to  a  great  Number  of  different  Per- 
fons ;  and  for  this  Reafon  vvs  often  find  Gentlemen  of  E- 
ftates  borrowing  a  large  Sum  of  Money  from  one  Perfon,  in 
order  to  pay  oft'  a  great  Number  of  fmall  Creditors,  tho* 
they  feldom  or  never  have,  or  can  obtain  that  Advantage 
which  the  Public  at  prefent  enjoys,  of  making  partial  Pay- 
ments to  that  large  Creditor.  If  a  private  Man  owed  looc/. 
to  one  Man,  and  4  or  5000/.  to  ten  or  a  dozen  different 
Perions,  tho'  he  had  a  Privilege  of  making  partial  Pay- 
ments to  his  large  Creditor;  yet,  if  he  could  iave  500  or 
1000/.  a  Year  out  of  his  Eilate,  he  would  certainly  apply 
that  Saving  tov,/ards  dicharging  his  fmal]  Debts,  rather 
than  towards  difcharging  yearly  a  Part  of  the  large  Debt. 
In  like  manner  with  regard  to  the  Public,  it  was  formerly 
reckoned  better  to  owe  a  large  Sum  to  the  South  Sea  Com' 
pany,  than  to  owe  the  fame  Sum  to  a  great  Number  of 
private  Perfons ;  which  was  one  Reafon  among  others,  for 
inducing  the  Legifiature  to  grant  them  a  Power  to  take  in  by 
iPurchaie  or  Sublcription,  or  pay  off  all  the  irredeemable 
and  redeemable  Debts  then  due  by  the  Public  to  a  great  Multi^ 
tude  of  private  Peribns.  This,  I  fay,  was  then  deemed  to 
be  a  Benefit  to  the  Public,  and  will  certiinly  appear  to  be 
fuch,  as  often  as  the  Public  has  any  Propofition  to  make  to 
its  Creditors ;  io  that  the  Largenefs  of  the  South  Sea  Debt, 
in  Comparifon  v\'ith  the  Debt  due  to  any  other  Company, 
fhould  rather  be  an  Argument  for  making  no  partial  Pay- 
ments to  them  till  all  the  other  fmallcr  Debts  be  firil;  paid  off. 
But,  Sir,  there  is  another  Advantage  which  will  accrue  to 
the  Public  from  paying  off  the  Whole,  or  a  great  Part  of 
the  Debt,  due  to  ti)e  other  Companies,  which  will  appear 
evident  to  every  Gentleman,  wi',o  confidcrs,  that  a  Tradinp- 
Company  poffv.ffi;d  of  an  exclufive  Privilege,  mull  always 
come  to  be  a  great  Diiadvantage  to  the  Trade  of  every 
Country,  where  fuch  a  Company  is  eflablifhed,  and  conti- 
nued ;  for  tho'  in  the  Infancy  of  any  particular  fort  of 
Trade,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  erect  a  Company  for  fetting 
it  up;  yet,  when  tlu  Trade  comes  to  be  lufficiently  efla- 
blifhed, vv'hcn  great  Numbers  of  our  own  People  are  well 
acquainted  with  it,  and  v/illing  to  carry  it  on  in  a  private 
way,  the  continuing  cf  the  Company,  or  at  leall  the  conti- 
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tiuing  of  their  exclufive  Privilege,  muri  be  a  DiladvanMge  Jmj  lo  Gr:^ 
to  the  Trade  of  our  Country  ;  becaufc  a  Company  can  never  II  i-'i6-''.' 
carry  on  a  Trade  at  fo  cheap  a  Rate  as  private  Perfons  can 
do,  and  are  therefore  not  fo  capable  of  preventing  Foreigners 
from  interfering  with  us  in  the  Trade;  for  as  they  are  al- 
ways  at  a  great  Expence,  they  muft  have  great  Profits,  and 
great  Profits  not  only  tempt,  but  enable  Foreigners  to  inter- 
fere with  us  in  any  Trade.  It  is  not  now  neccfTary  to  fhew 
that  the  exclufive  Privilege  enjoy 'd  by  the  Bani  and  Ea/I. 
India  Company  is  a  Difadvantage  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Nation  in  general :  It  is  fuflicient  atprefentto  obferve,  that 
this  exclufive  Privilege  cannot  be  taken  from  either  of  them, 
till  every  Shilling  due  to  them  by  the  Public  be  paid  off; 
fo  that  the  Expiration  of  the  Term  for  which  that  Pri- 
vilege has  been  granted  iignifies  nothing,  as  long  as  there  is 
any  Money  due  to  them  ;  and  furely  it  would  be  an  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Public,  to  have  it  in  our  Power  to  put  an 
End  to  that  Privilege  as  foon  as  the  Term  expires,  in  cafe 
it  fhould  then  appear  to  be  a  Difadvantage  to  the  1  rade  of 
the  Nation ;  which  Power  we  cannot  acquire  but  by  payinjr 
ofF,  in  the  mean  Time,  a  great  Part  of  the  Capital  of  cach. 
This  is  an  Advantage  we  cannot  acquire  by  any  Payment 
made  to  the  SouthSea  Company  ;  becauTe  the  exciufive  Pri 
vilege  granted  to  and  enjoy 'd  by  that  Company,  is  a  Pri- 
vilege granted  to  them  for  ever ;  and  therefore  the  public 
Good  of  the  Nation  is  not  fo  much  concerned,  nor  can  ever 
be  fo  much  concerned,  in  the  paying  off  the  v/hole  Capital 
due  to  them,  as  it  may  be  in  paying  off  the  whole  Capital 
due  to  either  of  the  other  two. 

From  what  I  have  iaid,  Sir,  in  relation  to  Trading  Com- 
panies with  an  exclufive  Privilege,  it  muft  appear,  that 
when  the  Trade  is  once  generally  known,  and  thoroughly 
eilablifned,  if  you  can  redeem  and  abolifh  their  exclufive 
Privilege  by  the  Redemption  of  the  Annuity  or  Intereit 
payable  to  them,  you  ought  as  foon  as  pofiible  to  redeem 
both  the  one  and  the  other ;  becaufe,  by  laying  the  Trade 
open  you  will  increafe  rather  than  diminiili  c.e  Trade  of 
your  Country.  Indeed,  if  the  Company  has  an,  exclufive 
Privilege  which  you  cannot  take  from  rhcm.  even  after  yoa 
have  paid  ofF  the  whole  Debt  d\n:  to  them,  the  paying  cfF 
fuch  a  Debt  may  be  a  Difadvantage  to  your  Tr-.de,  becaufe 
you  may,  by  fo  doing,  prevent  the  Company's  being  able 
to  pufli  their  Trade  io  far  as  they  might  othervvife  ha'^e 
done;  and  at  the  iame  Time  all  pri'/ate  Ad'/entarcrs  tre  pre^ 
eluded  from  er;/;  g.ng  in  it  by  the  Continuance  cf  the  Ccm- 
panyV.  exclufive  Privilege  ;  th;'rcforc,  \i  is  iricorifilLt:iit  w'r.a 
the  pa!)'iic  Good  to  v-)'  eft  ar;/   luch  Debt^   or   c-.'-y   Part  (-.i 
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fuch  a  Debt,  as  long  as  there  are  any  other  public  Debts  to 
b'.'  paid  off;  and  dees  net  every  one  fee,  that  this  is  a  good 
Argument  againll  making  ar.y  future  Payments  to  the  South- 
Stu  Company?  For  the  Interell  payable  upon  their  An- 
nuities may  contribute  as  mi'ch  as  tlie  Interell  payable  upon 
their  StLck,  towards  eiiabiing  :hem  to  extend  their  Trade  ; 
becauie,  the  only  Way  by  which  either  can  contribute  to- 
wards enabling  them  to  extend  their  Trade,  is,  by  the 
Money's  lying  lof  lome  time  in  their  Hands,  before  they 
be  obliged  to  ifi'ae  it  to  the  Proprietors  ;  and  the  Interell 
Money  of  their  Annuities  lies  as  long  in  the  Company's 
Hands  before  they  be  obliged  to  iflue  it  for  paying  the  half- 
yearly  Annuities  grown  due  to  the  Annuitants,  as  the  Intereft 
Aloney  of  their  Stock  can  do,  before  they  be  obliged  to  iffue 
i:  for  paying  the  half  yearly  Dividends  grown  due  to  the 
Proprietors  of  their  Trading  Stock. 

As  for  the  Taxes  mortgaged  to  the  South  Sea  Company, 
or  to  any  other  Company,  they  can  be  of  no  Weight  in  the 
preient  Debate  ;  for  whenever  we  have  a  Mind  to  abolifh 
any  of  our  prefent  heavy  Taxes,  vve  know.  Sir,  there  is  no 
Company,  nor  public  Creditor  in  Evglar.d,  but  will  be  glad 
to  conlent  to  the  aboiifhing  of  any  fuch  Tax,  and  to  accept 
of  an  Annuity  payable  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  in  Lieu  of 
the  i^nnuity  payable  to  them  out  of  the  Produce  of  that 
Tax.  Tiaisvve  know  by  a  late  Experiment  in  the  Cafe  of 
the  Salt  Duty,  v/hich  was  once  by  this  Houfe  refolved  to  be 
the  molt  grievous  Tax  in  Englmid,  and  was  therefore  abo- 
liined.  la  that  Cafe  vve  know.  Sir,  how  readily  the  South- 
Sea  and  other  Companies  agreed  to  cake  Annuities  payable 
out  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  Lieu  of  the  Annuities  payable 
to  ti.em  oat  of  the  Produce  of  that  Tax  ;  but  ib  variable  are 
the  Sentiments  of  feme  Gentlemen,  that  in  tn.<:o  Years  Time, 
that  very  fax  was  deemed  not  near  fo  grievous  as  a  Shilling 
hi  the  Pound  upon  Land,  and  therefore  it  was  re-cftablifhed 
for  thice  Years,  and  granted  for  fupplying  the  current 
Service  cf  the  Year,  in  order  to  prevent  our  being  obliged 
to  lay  an  additional  Shilling  in  the  Poutidhat  for  o?ie  Year  upon 
Land  ;  and  I  think  it  has  fince  been  continued  for  Jc-jen 
Years  longer,  for  the  very  fame  Reafon  and  Purpofe  :  Nay 
I  am  afraid  we  are  loaded  with  it  for  ever  ;  for  as  it  is  a 
Tax  that  creates  a  great  deal  oT  Power,  tho'  it  produces  but 
little  Money,  I  believe  it  will  always  be  preferred  by  a 
certain  Sort  of  Men  to  any  Tax  that  may  produce  a  much 
greater  Revenue  without  propagating  any  Sort  of  Power. 
As  for  my  own  Part,  I  Itill  cont/nue  to  think  it  one  of  the 
moil  burdenfome  and  dangerous  1  axes  we  are  fubjed  to  ; 
and  nocwithftanaing  the  low  intsreltpaid  for  the  Money  due 

wpo/i 


(  355  ) 

upon  ft,  I  fiiould  think,  one  of  the  befl  Ufes  we  could  con-  ^n^w  ro  Gety. 
vert  the  Sinking-Fund   to,  would   be.   to   apply  it  towards    II    1736  7, 
redeeming    and    abolifliing  of    this  Tax ;    becaufe    if    we    L/'V^VJ 
confider  the   Expences   of  collcfling  it,  and    add  that  Ec- 
pence  to  the  Interelt  paid  for  the  Aloney  borrowed  upon  i-, 
we  mult  conclude,  the  Nation  pays  a  heavy  Interell  for  thit 
Money,  befides  the  Danger  our  Liberties  mny  be  expoicd  to 
by  continuing  a  Tax  which  creates  fo  much  Power  and  pro- 
duces fo  fmail  a  Revenue,  and  befiJes  the  Danger  our  Trade 
may  be  expofeJ  to  by  a  Tax  which  enhances  the  Price  of 
Labour  in  every  Branch  both  of  our  Manufafture,  Agricul- 
ture,  and  Navigation.   Nor  would  the  applying  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  fuch  an  Ufe  be  a  new  Perverting  of  it  ;  for  as  this 
Tax  was   formerly  one  of  the   Taxes  appropriated  to  the 
Payment  of    our    Debts    contrafted    before  December   zz, 
1 716,  the  applying  the  Sinking  Fund  towards  abolifhing  it, 
and  then  reviving  it  for  fapplying  the    current  Service  of 
the  Year,  was  the  fame  Tiling  as  if  v/e  had  then  taken  iuch 
a  Sum  from  the  Sinking-Fund,  as  would  have  been  fufncient 
not  only  forfupplying  the  current  Service  of  the  Year,  but 
for  redeeming  the  Tax  we  had  then  a  Mind  to  abolifh,  for 
the  Eafeof  our  poor  Labourers  and  Manufaclurers.     But  as 
I  have  at  prefent  no  Intention  to  make  any  Propofuion  for 
applying  the  Sinking-Fund  to  iuch  a  Purpofe,  I   ftidl  infili 
no  longer  upon  this  Subjed. 

The  proper  Quellion  now  before  us  I  take  to  be,  Sir, 
Whether  the  next  Payment  from  the  Sinking  Fund  ought 
to  be  made  to  the  South-Sea  Company  or  the  Bank  F  And  as 
I  fct  out  with  faying,  that  if  we  fhew  any  Re-^ard  to  the 
public  Good,  or  to  that  impartial  Juftice  which  is  due  to  all 
the  public  Creditors,  we  ought  not  to  apply  the  next  Pay- 
ment to  the  South-Sea  Company,  I  tliink  J  have  fnewn 
that,  with  refpedl  to  the  public  Good,  none  o*^  the  Motivei 
mentioned  can  induce  us  to  apply  the  next  Pa}ment  to  that 
Company,  but  that  on  the  coi.irary,  every  one  of  tho!c  Mo- 
tives are  itrong  Arguments  for  not  :r.:d:ing  any  fjtare 
Payment  to  them,  till  all  or  moi.t  of  cur  other  Debt  be 
entirely  paid  off".  Now,  Sir,  witi;  regard  to  that  impartial 
Juilice  which  we  ought  to  fhc.v  to  a!i  our  Creditors,  1  Hiall 
grant  tJ.e  Credit  of  the  Nr.tion  i^:  r.ov/  fo  w.i!  ti'.iib'ifned, 
that  all  our  public  Funds  fe'.l  ;:t  ".n  adianccd  Price,  and  that 
therefore  it  is  a  Dii.idvant  ige  tu  the  p'ab'ic  Crcd.tors  to  be 
paid  a  Part  of  wiiat  is  due  to  thcrr.  ;  but  tlit  o'sl'y  Vv'ay  of 
preferving  the  Credit  we  new  h'lvc,  h  to  pay  off  our  ]Deb:s 
as  fall  as  poffible  without  ccn'.:.'.ct:r.2  any  ucv.  Debt,  find  in 
making  (ucii  Payments,  to  iuew  no  i^artia'iiy  or  Favour  to 
one  Sett  of  public  Creditors  more  thdu  another.  No  M.m 
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can  JiikI  Fault  vviih  us,  or  complain  of  Partiality,  on  ac- 
count of  our  liavjng  a  Regard  to  the  public  Good,  and  pay- 
ing off  thofe  Creditors  firlt,  whofe  Debts,  by  reafon  of  any 
Jntt-rell:,  privilege,  or  Circumilance  attending  them,  are 
moft  buidenfome  or  inconvenient  to  the  Nation  in  general  ; 
but  fo  far  as  our  Creditors  are  upon  an  equal  Footing  with 
rcipeft  to  the  public  Good,  as  it  is  a  Difadvantage  to  every 
one  of  them  to  receive  Payment  of  the  whole,  or  any 
Part  of  the  Debt  due  to  him,  we  ought  to  regulate  our 
Payments  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  that  the  Difadvantage  may 
fall  upon  all,  exaftly  in  Proportion  to  the  Share  each  Man, 
or  every  Sett  of  Men,  have  in  thofe  Debts. 

According  to  this  Proportion,  Sir,  we  have  already  done 
Injuitice  to  the  South  Sea  Company  ;  for  to  take  the  Capitals 
of  the  South-Sea,  Bafii,v.nd  Eaji  India,  as  they  ftood  in  the 
Ye-nr  1727,  wiien  the  great  Reduflion  of  public  Intereft 
tool:  Place,  and  to  which  National  Advantage  the  South- 
Sea  Company  contributed  a  great  deal  more  than  its  Share, 
we  mull  reckon  that  ^\ cry  fourth  Payment  at  leall:  ought 
to  have  been  made  to  the  Ba;:k,  and  every  eleventh  or 
i'ZKielJth  to  the  Ee.Jl- India  Company  ;  whereas  we  have 
already  made  five  feveral  Payments  of  a  Million  each  to 
the  South  Sea  Company,  and  one  of  500,000  /.  without 
paying  fo  much  as  one  Shilling  of  the  Capital  cither  of 
the  Ba7ik  or  Eafl-India  Company  ;  for  tho'  one  Million  has 
been  paid  to  the  Ba-ak,  yet  Care  was  taken  their  Capital 
fhouid  not  be  thereby  diminilhed,  becaufe  the  very  next 
following  Year,  a  new  Sum  of  1,250,000/.  was  borrowed 
from  them,  which  mult  be  redeemed,  as  well  as  every  other 
Shilling  due  to  them,  before  the  Nation  can  get  free  of 
their  exclufive  Privilege.  Can  this,  Sir,  be  called  impartial 
Juilice,  or  can  it  be  faid  we  have  fhewn  this  partial  Favour 
to  the  Bank  and  Enji  India,  for  the  Sake  of  public  Good, 
£nd  becaufe  it  is  for  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  to  fupport 
thcfe  tvvo  Companies,  and  continue  them  in  PofTeffion  of 
that  exclulive  Privilege  they  now  enjoy,  and  by  which  they 
Iiave  for  many  Years  mude  fo  great  an  Advantage?  No, 
Sir ;  I  have  fhewn  that  if  the  public  Good  be  engaged  on 
either  Side  of  the  Queltion,  it  is  on  the  Side  of  the  South- 
Sea  Company,  both  becaufe  the  greatell  Debt  is  due  to 
them,  and  becaufe  we  cannot  redeem  their  exclufive  Frivi- 
]ege  by  the  Redemption  of  their  Capital,  which  we  may 
do  with  refpcft  to  the  other  two. 

But,  Sir,  we  are  told  we  ought  to  fliew  a  Rc'-ard  to  the 
private  Intereil  of  the  public  Creditors,  by  d'irtcling  all 
future  Payments  to  be  made  to  thofe  who  will  futFjr  the 
kaic  by  iiaving  a  Part  cf  their  Canita!  pi'id  cii:     With  all 
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my  Heart,  Sir,  let  us  fhew  as  much  Regard  to  the  private  Anno  lo.  Geo^ 
Jntereft  of  our  Creditors  as  the  pu'.  lie  Interefl  wiii  admit;  II.J736-7. 
buc  do  not  let  us  fhew  a  partial  R'  gaid  to  any  one  of  them,  yJ'^Sf^^t 
or  to  any  Sett  of  them.  We  haVe  already  fhevvn  a  partial 
Regard  co  the  Bank  and  Eafi  India  Company  ;  we  have  al- 
ready done  Injuiiice  to  the  South-Sea  Company.  This  is 
the  chief  ReaTon  for  their  Annuities  felling  at  fo  low  a 
Price ;  and  from  this,  which  is  the  Effcft  of  our  former 
Partiality  and  Injullice,  an  Argument  is  now  drawn  for  con- 
tinuing chat  Injultice  in  all  Times  to  come.  I  fay  in  all 
Time  to  come,  at  leaft  till  our  Debts  be  all  paid  off,  which 
muft  be  a  very  long  time,  if  we  are  to  form  a  Judgment  of 
it  from  our  iVIanagement  for  thefe  t^iventy  Years  palt;  for  if 
this  Argument  be  now  of  any  Force,  it  will  every  Year 
acquire  new  Vigour,  becaufe  the  Partiality  we  fhcv/  to  our 
other  Funds,  will  make  them  increafe  in  their  current  Va- 
lue from  Year  to  Year.  From  hence  we  may  fee  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  this  Argument,  and  furely  if  we  are  to  fhew  a  Fa- 
vour to  any  of  our  Creditors,  or  a  partial  Regard  to  the 
private  Intereft  of  any  Sett  of  them,  it  ought  to  be  to  thofc 
who  have  made  the  leafi:  Advantage  by  lending  their  Money 
to  the  Government ;  confequently  the  Bank  and  Eap  India 
ought  to  be  the  firfl:  paid  off,  becaufe  the  Proprietors  of 
both  thefe  Companies  have  been  for  many  Years  receiving 
large  additional  Dividends  from  the  Profits  of  their  Trade  j 
whereas  the  Proprietors  of  South-Sea  Stock  or  Annuities 
have  never  received  fo  large  additional  Dividends  from  the 
Profits  of  their  Trade,  nor  have  they  received  any  fuch 
Dividend  for  fo  long  a  time. 

For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  it  mufl:  be  granted,  that  tho'  the 
Proprietors  of  BankzvA  Eaji  India  fhould  really  lofea  little 
more  than  the  Proprietor^  of  South-Sea  Annuities,  the  for- 
mer will  be  much  better  able  to  bear  that  Lofs  than  we  can 
fuppofe  the  latter  to  be;  becaufe  the  more  they  have  got  by 
additional  Dividends,  the  better  able  will  they  be  to  bear 
the  Lofs  they  may  fullain  by  being  paid  ofi".  But,  Sir,  I 
muft  upon  this  Occafion  take  Notice,  that  the  South-Sea 
Anniiities  are  not  at  fo  low  a  Price  in  Proportion  to  our 
other  Funds  as  fome  Gentlemen  may  imagine,  nor  will  the 
Difference  between  the  Lofs  they  may  fuftain  by  having 
this  next  Payment  applied  to  them,  and  the  Lofs  the  Bank 
or  Eaji  India  Proprietors  might  fullain  by  its  being  applied 
to  them,  be  near  fo  great  as  tlic  honourable  Gentleman  has 
been  pleafed  to  reprelent.  Yox  South-Sea  Annuities,  in  Pro- 
portion to  their  Dividend,  arc  really  at  a  higher  Price  thaa 
Fr.nk  Stock  is  at  prelent ;  beciuie,  if  4/'cv  Cent,  per  Anyiiiniy 
\h.':.  Dividend  of  thefe  Annuitic:^,  ^ivcs  113/.  their  prefent 
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Avri  JO.  Gfo.  Price  5^.  \,.  pr  Cent,  per  Annum,  the  Dividend  upon  'Bank 
l\.  1736  7.  Stock,  ought  to  give  above  155/.  which  is  more  than  the 
K^y^^fS^  prefent  Price  of  Bank  Stock  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  EaJ}- 
India  Stock,  the  prefent  Price  of  it  is  not,  in  Proportion  to 
its  Dividend,  much  above  the  prefent  Price  of  South  Sea 
Annuities  ;  for  if  4  per  Cent,  per  Annum  give  1 1  3/.  6  per 
dnt.  per  Annum,  the  prefent  Eajl  India  Dividend,  ought  to 
give  near  170/.  fo  that  at  180/.  the  prefent  high  Price,  it  is 
but  10  per  Cent,  above  the  Proportion,  and  this  Advance, 
we  may  believe,  is  in  a  great  meaiure  owing  to  the  Cer- 
tainty the  Proprietors  have  of  not  being  obliged  to  receive 
any  partial  Payments  for  many  Years  to  come. 

Now,  Sir,  with  refpedl  to  the  Lofs  either  of  thefe  Setts 
cf  public  Creditors  may  fuilain  by  having  the  next  Payment 
applied  to  them,  it  is  certain  the  South-Sea  Annuitants  will 
lofe  the  whole  Advance  Price,  that  is,  every  one  cf  them 
will  lofe  at  the  Rate  of  13/.  per  Cent,  upon  whatever  Mo- 
ney he  receives  as  his  Share  of  that  partial  Payment  ;  but 
we  are  not  to  fuppcfe,  that  the  Proprietors  of  Eafl-India 
Stock  will  lofe  at  the  Rate  of  80/.  per  Cent,  or  that  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Bank  Stock  will  lofe  at  the  Rate  cf  50/.  per 
Cent,  upon  whatever  Money  any  of  them  fhill  receive  as 
his  Share  cf  this  next  Payment,  if  it  were  to  be  nia('e  to 
either  of  them;  becaufe,  tho'  a  proportional  Part  of  the 
Annuity  due  from  t.ie  Government  wi  I  ceafe  in  every  one 
of  the  three  Cafes,  yet,  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Bank  and  EaJI- 
India  Company,  the  Proprietors  have  another  Sort  of  An- 
ruity,  an  additional  Dividend,  which  arifes  from  their 
Trade;  and  as  the  Trade  of  neither  of  them  cmnot  either 
ceafe  or  be  diniinifhed  by  this  next  partial  Payment's  being 
made  to  them,  by  the  Reduflion  of  their  Capital,  this  addi- 
tional Dividend  niuft  of  courfe  incrcafe  upon  the  whole 
remaining  Capital,  and,  confequently,  the  current  Price  of 
the  whole  remaining  Capital  mud  rue  a  great  deal  above 
ii\"  prefent  Market-price. 

To  illuftrate  what  T  iiave  faid,  Sir,  by  Figure%  as  far  as 
the  prefent  Opportunity  will  permit,  I  fnall  fuppofe  tne 
Capital  of  the  South  Sea  Old  Annuities  not  to  exceed 
10,000,000/.  the  Capital  of  the  Br.nk  not  to  exceed  the 
like  Sam,  and  the  Capital  of  the  Eajl-India  Company  not 
to  exceed  3,000,  000/.  1  knov/  every  one  of  thefe  Capi- 
tals exceed  the  Sums  I  have  mentioned,  but  in  the  prefent 
Cafe  the  Calculations  will  be  the  fime,  let  their  Capitals 
amount  to  v/hat  thev  will ;  and,  I  fuppoi'e  thefe  round  Sums, 
that  my  Calculations  may  be  the  more  cafily  underfiood. 
Now,  fuppofe  the  next  Payment  is  to  be  made  to  South  Sea 
Did  Annuities,  as  the  lionourable  Genrlcman  h33  propofed  j 
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in  that  Cafe  a  Proprietor  of  looo/.  Capital  will  receive  iccA  ^nnj  ic  ds, 
of  his  Capital,  and,  confequently,  will  for  the  future,  with-  II,  1756-7. 
out  a  new  Furchaie,  Hand  pofTcffed  of  900/.  Capital  only;  t/^Y^xl/ 
io  that  he  will  loie  the  advanced  Price,  being  13/.  upon  the 
100/.  paid  off,  no  Part  of  which  Lofs  can  be  replaced  to 
him  by  any  Advantage  his  remaining  Capital  will  receive, 
by  means  of  the  Payment  then  made  by  the  Public.  Let 
me  next  fuppofe  the  Payment  now  under  our  Confideration 
to  be  made  to  the  Bank:  In  that  Cafe  a  Proprietor  of 
1000/.  Capital  Bank  Stock,  will  receive  100/.  confequently 
he  mult  have  100/.  of  his  Capital  annihilated,  and  will, 
therefore,  for  the  future,  without  a  new  Purchafe,  ftand  pof- 
fefTed  of  900/.  Capital  only ;  fo  that  he  will  lofe  the  ad- 
vanced Price,  being  50/.  but  I  fhall  now  fhew  that  a  great 
Part  of  this  50/.  will  be  replaced  to  him  by  an  Advantage 
his  remaining  Capital  muft  necefTarily  receive,  by  means  of 
the  Payment  made  by  the  Public  ;  for  as  the  Bank  make  ac 
prefent  an  a''ditional  Dividend  of  id.  -j.  per  Cent,  per  An- 
r.um,  out  of  the  Profits  by  their  Trade,  upon  their  whole 
Capita!  of  10,000,000/,  as  that  Capital  will  then  be  reduced 
to  nine  Millions,  and  no  Part  of  the  Profits  by  their  Trade 
will  ceafe  or  be  diminifhed,  becaufe  of  the  Payment  thus 
made  to  them  by  the  Public,  their  whole  Profits  which  were 
formerly  divided  upon  ten  Millions  Capital,  will  for  the 
future  come  to  be  divided  upon  nine  Millions  Capital  only, 
which  mull'  necefTarily  increafe  their  future  Dividends,  and 
confequently  enhance  the  Price  of  every  Alan's  remaining 
Stock  :  As  the  Bank  divides  at  prefent  id.  ^.  per  Cent,  from 
the  Profits  of  their  Trade  upon  the  fuppoied  Capital  of 
10,000,000/.  we  mult  reckon  the  nett  Profits  of  their 
Trade  to  amount  to  150,000/.  per  Jnnum,  and  as  this 
150,000/.  per  An?ium  will  afterwards  come  to  be  divided 
upon  nine  Millions  Capital  only,  the  additional  Dividend 
from  the  Profits  of  their  Trade  will  then  amount  to  1/.  13;-. 
^d.  per  Cent,  inflead  of  i/.  loj.  therefore  the  future  Divi- 
dend of  the  Bank,  if  this  Payment  be  made  to  them,  mult 
necefTarily  be  5/.  13^.  4//.  and  if  a  Dividend  of  5/.  icr. 
makes  their  Capital  fell  at  150/.  per  Cent,  a  Dividend  of 
5/.  13.?.  4^'.  will  make  their  remaining  Capital,  after  a 
Million  ■^^.[d.  off,  fell  at  154/.  los.  and  upv/ards  ;  fo  that 
every  Proprietor  of  icoo/.  Capital,  will  gain  by  tLe  ad- 
vanced Price  of  his  remaining  900/.  Capital,  very  near  41/. 
and,  confequently,  we  mult  reckon,  iJiat  no  pjcprictor  of 
Bank  Stock  will  lofe  more  than  at  tljc  Rate  of  about  9/. 
per  Cent,  by  this  next  public  Payment'^  htiiig  made  to  the 
Ba>ik-y  whereas  every  Proprietor  of  Soutl'  bea   0;u  Annai- 
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'Anno.  \o.Geo.  ties  will  lofe  at  the  Rate  of  x^Lper  Cent,  by  Its  being  made 
II.  1736-7.    to  them. 

By  the  fame  Method  of  Calculation,  Sir,  we  may  iind, 
•that  if  a  Million  were  to  be  paid  at  Michaelmas  next  to  the 
Eaji-India  Company,  and  their  Stock  fuppoted  not  to  ex- 
ceed 3,000,000/.  the  Proprietors  Would  not  Jcfe  above  20/. 
fer  Cent,  upon  the  Stock  annihilated  by  fuch  Payment; 
becaufe,  as  the  whole  Profits  of  their  Trade  would  then 
come  to  be  divided  upon  tixo  Alillions  Capital,  inftead  of 
three,  every  Man's  remaining  Stock  would  rife  in  Propor- 
tion to  the  Increafe  of  the  Dividend,  which  Advantage 
upon  his  remaining  Stock  would  atone  for  the  far  greateil 
Part  of  the  Lofs  upon  his  annihilated  Stock.  Bat,  as  I  do 
not  intend  at  prefcnt  to  make  any  Propofition  for  applying 
the  growing  Produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  Eaft  hidia 
Compmy,  I  fliall  not  trouble  you  with  the  Particulars  of 
the  Calculation.  I  know  it  may  be  faid,  that  as  every 
Payment  made  by  the  Public  fends  a  greater  Number  of 
Purchafers  to  Market,  the  Price  of  South  Sea  Old  Annuities 
will  certainly  rife  by  fuch  Payments  being  made  to  them  ; 
but  this  I  have  taken  no  Notice  of,  becaule  it  is  an  Advan- 
tage will  accrue  equally  to  the  three  Companies,  or  to  which 
either  of  them  the  Payment  fhall  be  made  to  ;  and,  there- 
lore,  can  make  little  or  no  Difference  with  refpeft  to  the 
Lofs  the  Proprietors  of  either  of  them  may  fuftain  by  hav- 
ing a  Part  of  their  Capital  paid  off. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  muft  appear,  that  if  we  have  a  Mind  to 
fhewa  proper  and  impartial  Regard  to  the  public  Creditors, 
we  cannot  order  the  prefent  growing  Produce  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  to  be  applied  towards  paying  off  any  Part  of  the 
South  Sea  Company's  Capital ;  and  if  we  have  a  Mind  to 
direfl  this  next  Payment  to  be  made  to  thofe  who  will  fuffer 
the  leatt  by  having  a  Part  of  their  Capital  paid  off,  I  have 
fhewn  that  the  Proprietors  of  the  Bank  will  fuffer  the  leaft, 
and  therefore  the  next  Payment  ought  to  be  made  to  them. 
But  if  we  have  a  Mind  to  fhew  a  partial  Favour  to  any  one 
Sett  of  public  Creditors,  certainly  the  Scuth  Sea  Old  and  New 
Annuities  deferve  it  more  than  any  other;  for  upon  Examina- 
tion it  will  be  found,  there  are  among  them  more  Creditors 
in  Proportion  for  fmal!  Sums,  than  there  are  in  any  of  our 
other  public  Funds  ;  and  as  a  rich  Man  is  better  able  to  bear 
a  Lofs  than  a  poor  Man,  that  Fund  whiich  has  the  greateit 
Number  of  poor  Men  in  it  deferves  furely  moll  of  our  Com- 
pnfiion,  and  confequently  mofl  of  our  Favour,  To  this  I 
fnall  add  another  Motive  for  (hewing  more  Favour  to  the 
South-Sea  Annuitants,  than  to  any  other  Sett  of  pubLc 
Creditors,  which  is   this :  It  will.,  I    believe,   upon    Exa- 
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minatlon  appear,   that   among  the  Soulh-Sea   Annuitants,  Jnnoio.Gea^ 
there  is  a  much  fmaller  Number  of  Foreigners  in  Proportion,    H.  1736  ''. 
than  there  is  among  the  Proprietors  of  any  other   of  our    i/'-VX^ 
Funds;  and  [  muft  think,  that  Fund  deferves  molt  Favour 
from  a  Britijh  Parliament,  which  is  moft  generally  pofllfTed 
by   Britijh  Subjefts,  or  at  leail  it  deferves  equal    Favour, 
which  IS  all  I  have  Occafion  for  at  prelent,  for  ihewing  that 
the  next  Payment  ought  not  to  be  made  to  th»  South-Sea 
Company. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  (hall  conclude  with  taking  Notice  of  a 
Circumftance  relating  to  the  Bank,  which  ought,  I  think,  to 
be  a  prevailing  Argument  for  our  revolving  that  the  next 
Payment  fhall  be  made  to  that  Company,  i  mean  the  Ex. 
piration  of  their  Term  which  now  draws  pretty  near;  for 
upon  the yfr/?  of  ^«^«/?  1743,  we  may,  upon  giving  proper 
Notice,  pay  ofF  all  that  fhall  then  remain  due  to  that  Com- 
pany, and  fo  put  an  End  to  their  fubfifling  as  a  Corporaiion, 
unlefs  they  obtain  from  Parliament  a  Renewal  of  their 
Term,  which  certainly  will  not  be  granted  without  a  very 
valuable  Confideration,  While  the  Debt  due  to  them  con- 
tinues as  large  as  it  is  at  prefent,  they  need  be  under  no 
Uneafmefs,  were  their  Term  to  expire  To  morrow  ;  becaufe 
they  know  the  Parliament  cannot  pay  them  off  in  two  or 
three  Years;  and  while  they  are  under  no  Uneafmefs  it  is 
certain  they  will  not  be  fo  fond  of  renewing,  nor  will  they 
offer  fo  large  a  Confideration.  For  this  Reafon  I  thirk  it 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  begin  now  to  pay  them  off;  in 
order  that  we  may  have  it  in  our  Power,  at  the  End  of  their 
Term,  or  foon  after,  to  pay  off  the  Whole,  in  Cafe  we  fliould 
then  find  it  neceffary  to  put  an  End  to  the  Corporation,  or 
in  Cafe  they  Ihould  relufe  to  give  fuch  a  Confideration  for 
a  Renewal  as  may  be  then  thought  juft  and  reafonable. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  Ihewn  that  it  i^  abfolutely  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  public  Good,  and  with  that  impartial  Juftice 
which  is  due  to  all  thj  Creditors  of  the  Public,  to  apply 
the  prefent  growing  Produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  towards 
paying  off  any  Part  of  the  South-Sea  Company's  Capital; 
and  that  by  applying  it  tov/ards  paying  off  the  Annuitants 
of  that  Company,  we  do  an  Iniuilice  to  thofe  who  are  belt 
intitled  to  our  Coinp:)ffioa  and  Favour,  On  the  other 
hand,  1  think  I  have  ihewn,  that  if  we  have  any  Regard  for 
the  public  Good,  if  we  have  a  Mind  to  diitribute  Juftice 
impartially  to  all  our  Creditors,  if  we  have  a  Mind  to  Ihew 
a  Regard  to  the  private  Interelt  of  ourCreditor^  by  apply- 
ing ;.he  next  Paymenr  to  thole  who  will  fuffer  the  leall  by  ;:: 
being  made  to  them,  we  ought  to  refolve,  T'/.'uf  the  Sum  cf 
one  Million  Jhall  be  granted  to  his  Mfijef^^    ic-j.oi^i  ndeevuihg 
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Aifw  XO  Geo  i^-'^  ^''^'^  ^"'^  of  the  tncrcafed  Capital  of  the  Governor  an^ 
II  i7?6-7.  Company  of  the  Bank  cf  England.  Therefore  I  hope  the 
Hon.  Gentlemnti  will  amend  his  Motion  by  leaving  out 
the  Words,  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  as  is  nciJu  co/.tmonly 
called  O'A  South -Sea  Anraiities,  and  infcrting  in  their  ilead, 
thefe  Words,  of  the  Goi'snior  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  •  .. 

To  this  it  was  replied  in  Subiiance  as  follows,  njix.  : 

Sir, 
As  to  the  Power  cf  Parliament  over  the  Sinking-Fund*,  I 
ftiurt  hill  think  it  abfolute  and  unlimited,  notwithllanding 
Ttll  that  has  been  now  or  formerly  faid  to  the  contrary  ;  and 
I  h.ive  this  Advan:age,  that  I  have  feveral  joint  Relolutions 
cf  all  the  Branches  of  our  Legiflature  in  Favour  of  my 
Opinion.  1  cannot  eafily  in;;.giiie  the  Parliament  which 
eiiabliihed  the  Sn^icingFund  had  any  Intention  to  limit  or. 
rellrain  the  Power  of  all  future  Parliaments,  with  relpecl  to 
the  Difpofition  of  tne  Produce  of  that  Furd  :  They  knew. 
it  was  an  Intention  they  could  not  make  eftVclual,  and  I 
cannot  tiiink  the  Wiidom  of  the  Nation  would  propofe  or 
form  to  themielvcs  an  Intention  which  they  knew  they  had 
Ro  Power  to  make  efRdual  ;  but  this  is  not  the  Quellion 
now  before  us,  and  therefore  i  ihall  not  take  up  your  Time 
with  expatiating  upon  the  Subjedl. 

If  we  could  immediately  redeem  the  original  Fu.nd  of 
the  Bank,  which  now  bears  ai;  Intereil  cf  6  per  Cent.  I  mull 
acknowledge,  Sir,  it  would  be  a  very  good  Argument  for 
our  applying  this  r,e.\t  Payment  to  that  Company  :  Nay,  it 
would  be  a  good  Argument  for  cur  borrowing  Money  at 
A^per  Cent,  lufiicient  to  pay  off  their  whole  Capital,  in  order 
to  come  at  the  Redemption  of  that  Part  of  it  which  bears 
fo  high  an  Intereli,  in  cale  they  refuled  to  comply  with  our 
Ternis ;  but  vve  know  we  cannot  redeem  or  pay  off  that 
original  Fund,  till  the  Expiration  of  their  Term,  wijich 
haiy?,v  Ye.;rs  to  run  irom  the  fr/l  cf  yluguf  next  ;  therefore, 
tht  high  Intereit  upon  that  Part  of  their  Capital  can  hz  no 
Reaion  for  applying  the  prefent  growing  Produce  of  the 
Sinking  fund  towards  redeeming  any  other  Part  of  their 
jFund,  which  bears  the  fame  Intereft  now  payable  upon 
almoil  all  the  public  Funds.  We  have  at  leiilfve  Years  to 
thmk  of  Means  for  reducing  the  Intereil  payable  upon  their 
original  Fund  ;  and  if  at  the  Eiid  of  that  Term,  it  fhould 
be  thought  neceilary  to  abolifli  that  Company,  or  put  an 
End  to  tlieir  exclufive  Privilege,  it  will  be  then  ealy,  more 
eafy  than  at  preienc,  to  find  Money  at  4  per  Cc-it.  tor  pay- 
ing off  their  whoie  Capita!,  tho'  not  a  Snillingof  it  ikould 
be  paid  of.  beiuic  that  t:n.c;   f  ;r  as  vnc  Nr.iuber  ofLcr.Ciers 
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upon  public  Secaritlea  will  be  every  Year  increafmg  by  the  Jnm  lo.  Ceo. 
Payments  mad:;  oat  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  let  them  be  made  II.  i736-7» 
to  whom  they  will,  it  will  of  coarfe  become  every  Year 
more  eafy  for  the  Public  to  borrow  Money  at  ^fe'-  C  nt. 
nay,  peihaps,  even  at  3/^''  Cc;it.  than  it  z?.n  be  now,  or 
in  any  preceding  Year.  On  the  other  hand,  if  upon  tl  e 
Expiration  of  that  Term,  it  (hould  be  thought  proper  to 
continue  the  Banh,  and  to  continue  them  in  the  PoffeiTion 
of  their  prefent  exclufive  Privilege,  the  more  Capital  they 
are  then  poill-fTed  of,  the  more  able  will  they  be  to  pay  a 
large  Confideration  to  the  Pub'ic,  for  a  new  Term  ;  and  if 
they  fhould  refufe  to  comply  with  any  rcafonable  Terms 
th  It  miy  then  be  propofed  by  the  Public,  I  am  convinced 
the  larger  their  Capital  then  is,  the  more  eafy  will  it  be  to 
find  a  new  Company  of  Adventurers  ready  to  accept  of  the 
Terms  ofFercd  by  the  Public,  and  willing  to  advance  AIo- 
rey  fufiicicnt  for  paying  off  and  abolilliing  the  old  Com- 
pany ;  for  every  one  knows,  it  muil  always  be  a  great  Ad- 
vant.ige  to  a  Banking  Company  to  have  a  large  Capital,  and 
confiJcrable  Sums  of  ready  Money  coming  in  to  them 
weekly  from  his  Majefiv's  Exchequer. 

I  confer?,  Sir,  I  am  a  little  furprized  to  hear  it  infmuated, 
that  it  would  be  more  advantageous  or  convenient  for  the 
Public,  to  owe  a  large  Debt  to  any  one  CompTny,  than  to 
owe  a  Debt  of  equal  Value  to  three  or  four  different  Com- 
panies. \i  the  whole  Debt  we  now  owe  Vvfere  in  the  Hands 
(if  any  one  Company,  it  would  be  in  the  Power  of  that 
Company  to  diilrefs  the  Public  whenever  they  had  a  Mind  ; 
vv  hereas,  while  that  Debt  is  in  the  Hands  of  feveral  Com- 
panies, if  one  fnould  refolve  to  diilrefs,  the  others  would 
prob.ibly  refjlve  to  lupport,  and  by  that  Means  the  Public 
c^n  never  be  in  Danger  of  being  dillreffed  by  either. 
Likewife,  while  the  Debt  continues  to  be  in  the  Hands  of 
fsveral  Companies,  and  v/hiie  it  continues  to  be  a  Dif- 
advantagc  to  each  of  them  to  be  paid  off,  "s  long  as  the 
Sinking  Fund  produces  any  Tiling,  it  will  be  in  x\\i. 
Power  of  th^  Public  to  keep  every  one  of  th-.'m  in  Av/e, 
and  iii  fomc  Mmner  to  prefc;ibe  to  each,  by  threatnin-;^  to 
npply  the  Sinking  Fund  io'e'.y  to  thnt  Company  which  'X-.zW 
reiufe  to  co:np:y  wi:a  any  rcafonab  e  Prupofition  that  rar.y 
be  otYerel.  la  private  Life,  as  well  as  p..:b!;c,  it  is  not  ;o 
convenient  to  owe  a  lirg:;  Debt  to  one  Pcnon.as  to  owe  a 
Debt  of  ecual  \  u'uc,  and  at  the  f.me  Inrere;!;,  to  fevcral, 
provided  tlie  Debtor  crin  be  r.u'ired,  tiuit  none  oi"  h\-  Credi- 
tors will  demand  Payment  liil  \\''  is  re.d;/  to  o^lcr  it  ;  fc-r 
tiie  Pv.eafon  why  Giintiemen  of  IMatvs  g-.n-'ra'iy  borrow  a 
l:ir^e  Sum  irom  one  Perion,!^  bccauic  a  Man  of  I'liatccan 
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Anno  10.  Gee.  borrow  a  large  Sum  at  a  lower  Rate  of  Intercft  than  he 
II.  1736  7.  can  borrow  fmall  Sums;  or  becaufe  fome  one  or  other  of 
his  fmall  Creditors  is  every  Day  teazinghim  for  Payment, 
which  keeps  him  inaconllant  Stateof  Uneafinefs  and  Trou- 
ble; but  if  a  private  Man  owed  10,000/.  to  ten  different 
Per.^ons,  neither  of  whom,  he  was  fure,  would  ever  ?(k. 
Payment  till  he  was  ready  to  offer  it,  he  would  not  furely, 
in  common  Prudence,  offer  to  borrow  10,000/.  at  the  fame 
Jnterelt  fiom  any  one  Perfon,  in  order  to  pay  off  thefe  ten 
different  Creditors;  and  if  a  Man  had  feveral  Mortgages 
upon  iiis  Eftate,  and  could  make  partial  Payments,  without 
irritating  his  Creditor,  I  believe  common  Prudence  would 
direft  him  to  apply  all  his  partial  Payments  towards  dimi- 
rifhing  the  largell  Mortgage  ;  becaufe  a  Creditor  for  a  large 
Sum,  has  it  always  more  in  his  Power  to  diflrefs  his  Debtor, 
than  a  Creditor  for  a  fmall  Sum  can  have,  unlefs  the  Deb- 
tor be  a  Man  who  has  neither  Fortune  nor  Credit.  I  fiiall 
grant  it  is  better  for  the  Public  to  owe  a  large  Debt  to  a 
Company,  than  to  a  great  and  difunited  Multitude  of  pri- 
vate Perfons ;  becaule  to  fuch  a  Multitude  the  Public  can 
offer  no  new  Terms,  nor  can  it  enter  into  any  Treaty  or 
Tranfadtion  with  them  ;  whereas  a  Multitude  united  in  a 
Company  is  always  governed  by  the  Majority,  and  is  in 
Effed  but  one  Perlbn,  fo  that  iv-leans  may  always  be  found 
for  getting  them  all  to  agree  to  any  new  and  reafonable 
Terms  that  may  be  offered.  This  was  a  good  Reafon  for 
the  Legiflature's  enabling  the  South  Sea  Company  to  pur- 
chafe  in,  or  pay  off  all  our  redeemable  and  irredeemable 
Debts ;  but  this  can  be  no  Reafon  for  faying,  that  it  would 
be  better  to  have  the  whole  public  Debts  placed  in  the 
Hands  of  one  great  Company,  than  to  have  it  placed  in  the 
Hands  of  three  or  four  different  Corporation;  ;  becaufe  the 
Public  may  treat  v;ith  each,  and  will  always  be  able  to 
treat  more  upon  the  Par  with  each,  than  if  it  had  only  one 
powerful  and  numerous  Body  to  deal  with. 

As  for  the  Difadvantnge  which  an  exclufive  Privilege 
may  be  of  to  the  Trade  of  the  Nation  in  general,  it  can- 
nut  be  of  any  Weight  in  the  prefent  Debate;  becaufe,  if 
at  the  End  of  the  Term  granted  to  the  Hani  or  Eajl-India 
Company,  it  fhouid  be  foar.d  neccffary  toaboiifh  the  Batik, 
or  not  to  renew  the  e.xclufive  Privilege  of  either  of  the  two, 
it  will,  I  am  certain,  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Public  to  bor- 
row as  much  Money,  at  a  moderate  Interell,  as  will  be  fufB- 
cient  for  redeeming  either  the  one  or  the  other,  tho*  not  a 
Shjhing  fhoald  be  paid  to  either  cf  them  before  the  Expi- 
ratiop,  of  their  Term  ;  and  if  it  fhouid  be  thought  fit  to 
continue  them,  and   to  renew  their  exclufive  Privilege,  it 
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would  be  a  Dlfadvantage  to  both,  but  efpecially  the  Ba^jk,  Amo  lo.  Geo. 
even  with  refpecl  to  their  Trade,  to  have  a  great  Part  of   II.  1736-7. 
their  Capital  paid  ofFj  in  which  Cafe  the  making  of  fuch 
Payments  would  certainly  be  an  Injury  done  to  the  Trade 
of  the  Nation.     But  tho'  in  molt  Sorts  of  Trade,  an  ex- 
clufive  Privilege  may  be  of  bad  Confequence,  lam  never- 
thelefs  of  Opinien,  that  with  refped  to  the  Ba-nking  Trade, 
and  the  Trade  to  the  Eaji  Indies,  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  can  be  carried  on  with  fuch  Succefs,  or  in  fuch  an  ex- 
tenfive   manner,  by  private   Adventurers,    as   by  a  public 
Company  with  fuch  an  excluiive  Privilege  as  our  prefent 
Companies  have;  and  in  this  Opinion  I  am  fupported  by 
the  Example  of  our  Neighbours  the  Dutch,  who,  I  believe, 
underltand  Trade  as  well  asmoft  of  their  Neighbours,  and, 
I  may  fay,  I  hope,  without  giving  any  Offence,  that  they 
generally  fhew  as  difinterefled  a  Regard  for  the   Good  of 
their  Country,  as  any  Nation  now  in  Europe.     The  Circu- 
lating of  Bank  Bills,  or  Cafh  Notes,  mud  certainly  increafe 
the  current  Cafh  of  any  Country,  and  mull  therefore  be  of 
great  Ufe  in  Trade ;  confcquently  the  more  extenfive  and 
the  more  general  fuch  a  Circulation  is,    the  better  will  it 
be  for  the  Inland    Trade  of  that  Country.     It   is   true,  a 
private  Man,  or  a  Sett  of  private  Men,   may,  by  a   long 
Series  of  good  Management,  gain  a  very  extenfive  Credit, 
but  that  Credit  can  never  come  to  be  fo  extenfive,    or  near 
fo  general,  as   the  Credit   of  a  rich  public  Company,   that 
has  fupported  itfelf  with  Honour  for  perhaps  fome  Ages  ; 
becaufe  the  Credit  of  a  private  Man  always  depends  upon 
himfelf,  fo  that  when  he  dies,  his  Credit,  as  to  any  future 
Circulation,  generally  dies  with  him  ;  for  it  muft  require 
fome  time,  before  thofe  who  fucceed  can  revive  or  regain  it ; 
whereas  z  public  Company  never  dies,  nor  can  their  Ciedit 
meet  with  any   fuch  Interruption  ;  and  as  their   Managers 
are  always   chofen   annually  by   the  Company,   there  is  a 
greater  Security  for  its  being  under  good  Management,  than 
a  private  Bank,  whofe  chief  Managers  are  always  appointed 
by  the  Chance  of  natural  or  legal   Succeffion  ;  therefore  I 
fhall  always  think  it  better  for  a  Trading  Country  to  have  a 
public  Bavh,  than  to  truft  entirely  to  private  Bmikers.  Then 
as  to  the  Eaji  India  Txz^t,  it  is  certain  that  Trade  could  not 
be  carried   on   by    private  Adventurers,    unlefs   the  Nation 
fhouid   be  at   the  Expence   of  fupporting  the  Settlements. 
Forts,  and  Fadlories  now  fupported  by  tlie  Company;  and 
even   in  that  Cafe,   the  Ships  proper    for  the  Trade   are   !b 
I'lrge  and  cxpenfive,  and  the  Cargoes  fo  rich,  that  I  queiHon 
much   if  it   could   be   carried   on   by    private  iVJen   trading 
feparately.     In  fhort,  Sir,  we  know  how  our  Banking  and 
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A'-m  TO.  Ceo.  Eaft'India  Trade  have  profpereJ  under  their  prefent  Re^u- 
JL  i-'jG  7.  lation,  but  we  cannot  certainly  judge  how  they  would  piol- 
\jf^'\}  per  in  the  Hands  of  private  and  (eparate  Adventurers; 
therefore,  I  muil  think, it  would  be  a  dangerous  Experiment 
todiiTolve  the  Companies,  and  I  am  of  Opinion  neither  of 
them  can  fubfifl;  without  fuch  an  excluiive  Privilege  as  they 
now  enjoy.  However,  we  hive  now  no  Occafion  for  deter- 
irining  this  Queftion  ;  for,  as  I  have  faid,  whatever  way  it 
may  be  determined,  when  the  Opportunity  ofFcrs,  it  can  be 
of  1  o  Weight  in  the  prefent  Debate ;  at  Icaft  if  it  is  of  any 
Weight,  it  mult  be  in  favour  of  the  Motion  ;  becaufe  if 
we  fnoald  once  pay  off  ;iny  Part  of  the  C'pit  1  of  Bufik  or 
Eaft  Ind'ic,  we  cannot  replace  it,  but  by  contradling  a  new 
Debt,  which  I  hope  v/e  never  fhall,  even  tho'  we  fhould 
afterwards  refolve  to  grant  the  Company  a  new  Term. 

With  refpedl  to  the  Trade  carried  on  by  our  three  great 
Companies,  it  mult  be  gr.mted,  Sir,  that  the  South  Sea. 
Company  has  hitherto  been  far  from  carrying  on  fuch  a 
Trade  as  either  cf  the  other  two  ;  and  altho'  I  am  con- 
vinced, a  Diminution  of  tiie  Capital  of  the  Bcvik  or  TLajl- 
India  would  oe  a  Diiadvantage  to  their  Trade,  vet  I  am  far 
from  being  of  Opinion,  that  the  Diminiuion  of  the  S--.ith- 
Sea  Capital  would  be  a  Diiadvantage  to  any  fort  of  Trade 
tliS-Y  can  be  fuppofe.l  to  carry  on  in  any  time  to  come  ;  for 
their  Capital  is  fo  large,  that  tlio'  the  grcateit  Part  of  it 
were  paid  off,  they  would,  f  think,  have  fufTicienr,  remain- 
ing for  enabling  them  to  pafa  their  Trade  as  far  as  the 
IN'ature  of  it  will  admit  of.  Bat  fappofing,  that  by  ibme 
extraordinary  ard  unforefeen  Accident  it  fluuld  happen 
otherwiie,  luppofing  the  SouthSca  Comp'.ny  fiiould  become 
one  of  the  melt  flourifhing  Trading  Companies  in  the 
World,  (whicii  I  lliould  he  extremely  glad  to  fee)  where 
any  prefent  Meafure  is  to  be  taken,  I  Hnll  always  think  ic 
much  fa'er  to  form  a  Judgment  upon  the  Experience  of 
what  is  p;;fred,  than  uponar.y  CcnjcLtureof  what  may  hap- 
pen in  time  to  come  ;  and  if  we  arc  now  to  be  direded  by 
the  Experience  cf  \\'\vn  is  pau.  I  am  iure  it  wiU  be  very 
eafy  to  dctcrmir.e  which  ci"  t'^e  three  Capita's  we  may  dimi- 
riifh,  witiiout  running  any  riCcof  injurir-g  tiiC  Trade  of  the 
Company  by  fuch  Dimiuuion. 

Then,  Sir,  with  re'cecl  to  the  Taxes  mortgaged  to  the 
fevera!  Companies,  it  -.lems  to  be  admitted  that  the  Taxes 
niortgaged  to  tiie  Scuio-Sca  Company  are  the  molt  grie- 
vou") ;  and  if  fo,  it  woaid  certainly  be  mt;ch  better  for  tiie 
Parliament  to  li:ivea.n  abfolute  Power  of  aboiifuing  all  thofe 
Taxes,  than  to  have  only  a  condition  tl  Power  iubjedit  to  the 
Coutroul  of  any  Company  in  Et'^hmd i  for  tho'  it  may  be 

probable 


C  3^7  ) 

probable  that  their  Confent  will  always  be  readily  cbtained,  Anr.o  lo.  G(3, 
by  offering  them  a  Security  upon  the  Sinking-lund,  ior  an  I[.  1736--', 
Annuity  equal  to  the  yearly  Produce  of  the  Tax  lo  to  be  ^^"^"^1 
aboaibed,  yet  the  obtaining  of  fuch  a  Confent  is  what  we 
cannot  pretend  to  be  ini'a;Lhly  luie  of;  tnd  therefore  I 
mull  tuink  it  molt  prudent  (or  us  to  proceed  as  faft  as  pcfiibic 
in  the  .Redemption  if  thofe  Taxes  wiiich  are  aliowtd  to  hi-. 
the  n)oit  burdenfon-ie  to,  the  iSaticn  in.  general.  As  for 
what  has  been  laid,  with  regard  to  the  SahDuty,  \t  c?.r\ 
have  no  Relation  to  the  prefent  Quciiicn,  therefore  I  fnali 
not  take,  much  Notice  of  it  ;  but  I  niuli  declare  I  am  far 
from  thinking  it  near  fo  burden. cme  cr  in.cor.veniert  as  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  was  plea.'^ed  to  repiclent,  nor  did  I  ever 
think  it  logrievcus  as  the  Land  Tax.  There  is  rota  Man 
in  the  Kingdcin  that  feels  or  ccniplains  of  .v.hat  he  pays 
to  the  Salt  7ax,  but  inclt  of  the  Land -holders  in  Euglar.d 
ieverely  fee}  every  ^.hilling;  that  is  iaid  upon  their  Land, 
and  molt  of  them  would  ;Co.T.p]ain  if  they  were  not  con- 
vinced that  the  Parliament  takes  every  Opportunity  to  re- 
lieve them.  We  mult  remen',ber,  that  when  the  Salt-But^ 
was  aboiilbed,  there  was  then  no  Competition  in  Parliamenc 
between  it  and  the  Land-Tax  ;  if  there  had,  I  make  no 
Doubt  but  that  bcth  Hpufes  of  Parliament  would  have  been 
of  the  lame  Opinion  they  afterv/ards  v/cre,  and  would  then, 
as  well  as  aiterwards,  have  dciermjined  that  the  Lajui-Tax 
was  by  far  the  molt  grievous  of  the  two...  jiut  hovvever 
grievous  or,  dangerous  the  ^uh  DuU  may  be^  tiicre  can  be 
no  Occafion  for  applying,  the  Produce  of  the  Sinking- Fund 
towards  its  Redemption  ;_becacfe  in  fc'voi  or  cigJji  Years  ic 
will  of  courfe  expire  ;  and  if  any  Attempt. ibouid  hereafter 
be  made  (or^ontinuing  or,  reviving  it,  the  Ken.  Gentleman 
may  then  give  his  Rc-afons.  aguinli  it,.whcri  j  am  perfuaded 
they  will  have  great  Weight,  as  tl:ey  always  have  wiih 
every  Man  that  hears  him. 

1  hope,  Sir,  I  have  up.yv  Oiewn  that  ail  the  Aigumcntf? 
which  can  be  drawn  from  the  pubiiC  Good  of. the  isatioa 
in  general,  plead  Urongly  for -your  applying  the  ncx:  Pay- 
ment towards  redeeming  lo  much  of  tlie  Si^uih-oea  Capita!, 
and  that  there  is  no  Weight,  in  any  'i'hir.g  ti;at  has  been 
faid  io  the  contrary.  I  fhall  next  ccniiocr  ;Vhat  inspartiai 
Jullice  uhich  is  due  to  all  our  Creajror?.  and  the  Regard 
we  ought  to  have  for  the.  private  Intercii:  of  icwtvy  one. 
As  for  that  Ruit:  of  Proportion  wiiieii  ha.s  bfca  laid  do\v:\ 
and  according  to.Avl,ich.  it  h<*s  b--en  laid  w;;  cu;;^!it  to  ir.-lu; 
all  our  future  Pr^ylnent^,  I  fiunot  ilrid;  ic  would  C:-  t'll.rr 
jull  iiv  iinp;,!iial,  or  tiia:  it  v.o,iM  !';!  w  a  \'::'\.'.-<  R-r^ii'o  t  i- 
our  Crtonurs  in  general  ;;   ivr  ai  every   f;.-.  aiLV.t  -\.c    n    '-C 


(  3^8  ) 

jinno  lo.  Geo^  muft  be  attended  with  a  Lofs  to  thofe  to  whom  it  is  made, 
II.  1736-7.  we  ought  to  make  our  Payments  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  that 
V./'Y'Xi^  ^^  ^°^^  "^^y  always  fall  upon  the  greateft  Number  of 
Perfons ;  A  Lofs  that  falls  upon  3  or  400  Perfons  may  be  al- 
moft  ini'enfibie  to  every  one,  whereas  if  the  fame  Lois  be 
made  to  fall  upon  100  Perfons  only,  it  will  be  feverely  felt 
by  every  one,  and  may  in  all  Probability  prove  ruinous  to  a 
great  many.  For  this  Reafon  we  ought  to  make  ail  or  moft 
of  oar  Payments  to  that  Capital  which  is  the  largeft,  till 
fuch  Time  as  t  be  reduced  upon  a  Par,  or  near  upon  Par, 
with  fome  one  of  the  other  Capitals  ;  confequently  the 
next  Payment,  and  perhaps  feveral  future  Payments,  ought 
to  be  applied  to  the  South  Sea  Company,  becaufe  their 
Capital  IS  by  much  the  largeft,  and  their  Proprietors  by 
far  the  moft  numerous,  and  therefore  the  Lofs  cannot  fall 
fo  heavy  upon  thofe  to  whom  the  Payment  is  made. 

Tis  true,  Sir,  there  are,  I  believe,  among  the  South-Sea 
Annuitants  a  great  many  Proprietors  for  fmall  Sums,  per- 
haps more  in  Proportion  than  in  any  of  our  other  public 
Funds  ;  but  fuch  Proprietors  have  all  fomething  elfe  to  de- 
pend on,  and  therefore  are  not  fo  much  Objefis  of  Com- 
pafnon  as  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  would  reprefent.  They  are 
gererally  Perfons  concerned  in  fome  Sort  of  Trade  or  Bufi- 
nefs,  and  the  fmail  Sum  of  Money  that  will  fall  to  each 
Perfon's  Share,  out  of  any  Payment  to  be  made  by  the 
Public,  will,  or  at  leaft  may,  be  ufefully  employ'd  by  them 
in  the  Bufinefs  they  are  engaged  in.  The  greateft  Objeds 
of  Compaflion  are  the  Proprietors  for  middling  Sums,  fuch 
as  have  1000/.  tivo,  or  three,  in  fome  one  of  the  public 
Funds,  and  have  no  Trade  or  Bufmefs,  nor  any  Thing  to 
depend  on  for  a  Subfiftence,  but  the  Annuity  or  Dividends 
they  receive  from  the  Company.  By  fuch  Proprietors  the 
Lofs  will  be  feverely  felt,  becaufe  they  can  make  no  Ufe  of 
the  Money  they  receive,  but  by  laying  it  out  again  upon 
the  Purchafe  of  Stock  or  Annuitie*  at  a  very  great  Difad- 
vantage,  and  many  of  them  may  perhaps  be  tempted  to 
wafte  it  in  fome  Sort  of  Extravagance  ;  but  of  fuch  Pro- 
prietors there  are,  I  believe,  in  Proportion,  as  many  in  our 
other  Funds  as  in  the  South  Sea  Annuities,  and  therefore 
the  latter  deferve  no  particular  Favour  upon  that  Account. 
As  for  Foreigners,  I  fhal!  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  which  of 
our  public  Funds  are  moft  generally  pofTefTed  by  them  ;  but 
I  am  furprized  to  hear  it  fo  much  as  infinuated,  that  we 
ought  to  fl'ievv  any  greater  Favour  to  our  own  Subjefts  than 
to  thofe  Foreigners  who  have  put  fuch  a  Confidence  in  the 
Honour  of  this  Nation,  as  to  truft  us  with  the\vhoie  or  the 
greateft  Part  oi  their  Fortunes :  I  hope  I  (hall  never  fee  any 
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fuch  Do6lrine  eflablllhed,  becaufe  I  am  of  Opinion  it  would  _^nno  lo.  Getr 
tend  both  to  the  Difhonour  and  Difcredit  of  the  Nation,  jx.  j_^5  __ 
and  might  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence,  if  ever  i^'V'^vj 
this  Nation  ftiould  again  be  plunged  in  a  War  as  expenfive 
as  the  laft.  I  wi(h  it  had  not  been  mentioned  ;  but  fince  it 
has,  I  thing  it  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Arguments  can  be  made 
ufe  of  for  inducing  us  to  agree  to  the  Motion,  in  order  to 
convince  the  whole  World,  that  this  Houfe  will  never  give 
the  leaft  Countenance  to  fuch  a  Dodrine.  I  muft  now,  Sir, 
beg  Leave  to  confider  the  Calculations  that  have  been  made 
for  {hewing  that  the  South-Sea  Annuitants  will  fuftain  3 
greater  Lofs  by  the  next  Payment's  being  made  to  them, 
than  the  Proprietors  of  Bank  Stock  would  fuftain,  if  the 
next  Payment  fhould  be  applied  to  them.  The  Calcu- 
lations 1  muft  confefs  are  ingenious  enough,  but  they  are  all 
founded  upon  two  Suppofitions,  neither  of  which,  I  am 
afraid,  will  hold.  They  are  all  founded  upon  thefc  two 
Suppofitions,  that  neither  the  Trade  of  the  Bank  or  Eaji- 
India  Company  will  be  in  the  leaft  diminilhed  by  our  pay- 
ing ofl  a  Part  of  their  Capital,  and  that  the  remaining  Stock 
will  riie  in  its  Value  according  to  the  Increafe  of  the  future 
Dividends.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Suppofitions,  I  am  con- 
vinced it  will  not  hold,  efpecially  with  refpeft  to  t.\izBank'y 
for  by  paying  a  Million  to  them,  wc  fhall  make  them  loie 
near  8oo/.  a  Week,  which  is  now  coming  in  to  them 
weekly  from  the  Exchequer,  as  a  Supply  for  the  ready  Specie 
they  find  it  necefTary  to  keep  always  by  them,  in  order  to 
circulate  the  Cafh  Notes  or  Bank  Bills  they  have  out; 
therefore,  upon  the  ccafing  of  that  weekly  Supply,  they 
muft  either  diminifh  the  Number  of  Notes  they  now  have 
in  Circulation,  or  they  muft  keep  a  greater  Stock  of  ready 
Specie  by  them  ;  by  either  of  which  they  muft  necefTurily 
diminifh  the  Profits  of  their  Trade,  and  coniequently  this 
Suppofition  muft  appear  not  to  be  well  founded.  Then  as 
to  the  other  Suppofition,  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  leaft 
Foundation  for  it,  became  we  know,  the  Price  of  any  Sort 
of  Stock  depends  as  much  upon  the  particular  Whim  or 
Humour  that  may  happen  to  prevail,  as  the  Price  of  any 
Commodity  whatever.  It  neither  depends  upon  the  Di- 
vidend to  be  made,  nor  upon  the  Certainty  or  Probability 
that  the  Dividend  will  be  increaled  or  continued.  Of  this 
the  prefent  Market  Prices  of  our  ."stocks  is  a  convincing 
Proof;  for  if  one  were  to  jucge  from  common  Sentc,  or 
the  Reafon  of  Things,  it  is  certain  the  Price  of  Bank  Stock 
ought  to  be  higher  in  Proportion  to  its  Dividend  than  the 
Price  of  any  otiier  public  Fund  in  England,  and  yet  v.c  find 
it  is  lower  than  either  Eajl-lndia  Stock  or  Souih-Sea  Annui- 
VoL.  IV.  A  a  a  tics; 
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tics ;  therefore  to  fuppofe  that  any  Stock  will  rife  in  Pio- 
portion  to  the  IncrenCe  of  its  Dividend,  muft  be  a  very  un- 
certain and  deceitful  Foundation  for  any  Calculation.      On 
ihe  contrary,  our  direfting  the  next  Payment  to  be  made  to 
the  Bank  would.  1  believe,  poffefs  the  Generality  of  Man- 
kind with  an  Opinion,  that  we  wererefolved  to  aboliflithc 
Company  at  the  End  of  their  Term,  which  would  of  courfe 
run  the  Price  o{  their  Stock  down   to  very  near    Par,  and 
confequently  I  think  it  moil  reafonable  to  believe,    that  the 
Proprietors  of  Ba?2k  Stock  would  not  only  lofe  at  the  Rate  of 
50/.  per  Cent,   upon  their  Stock  annihilated,  but  very  near 
50/.  fer  Cent,  upon  all  their  remaining  Stock,   in  Cafe  we 
iiCvv  refolve  that  the  next  Payment  ftiall   be  made  to  them. 
For  thti'c  Reafons,  Sir,  and  a  great  many  others,  which 
I  fiia:]  wave  troubling  you    with  at  prefent,    I  am    Itill  of, 
^)pin:on,  notwithilanding  what  has  been  faid  by  the  Hen. 
(icntlcmen  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Qiieilion,   that  if  we 
iiave  a  Mind  to  fliew  a  proper  Regard   to  the  public  Good, 
and  to  the  private   Interelt   of  our  public   Creditors  in  ge- 
rjcrnl,  we  ought  10  apply    the   prcltnt  growing  Produce  of 
the  Sinking-fund    towards  redeeming  the  like  Sum  of  the 
toiith  Sea   Company's   Capital  ;   and    that,   confidcring  the 
great  Amount  of  that  Company's  Capital,  confidering  hov/ 
Jiir  it  exceeds  the   Capital  of  any  oth.er  Company,  neither 
cur  having  applied  fo  many  fucccifive  Payments  tou-ardsthe 
reducing  of  that  Capital,  nor  our  applying  this   next  Pay- 
ment to    the  fame   Purpoie,   can   be   cliargcd  with  any  In- 
juUice  or   Paniaiity;    therefore,  lam  for  agreeing   to  the 
Motien  as  it  now  ilands,  and,  1  hope,  the  iioufc  wjU  join 
with  me  in  Opinicii., 

AUcT  thiis  Debate,  the  QuelHcn  was  put  upon  the 
Motion,  nr.d  carried  in  the  Affirmative  without  a  Diviiion. 
"J"he  Speakers  for  the  Motion  were,  Sir  Robert  Walpole j 
'T':o?/2as  l''i>v:ingt:?:,  Efq;  ycbn  Banee,  Efq;  Samuel  II — -—,'/, 
Efq  ;  Sir  William  Yoimge,  Mr.  hX^txrmn  Heathcote,  and  the 
Lord  Sundoii ;  and  the  Speakers  againil  the  Motion  were, 
Sir  '^johTi  Barnard,  JVilliam  Pidttiey,  Efq;  Sir  William 
IVindhmn,  Sir  "J  ulm  Hind  Cotton,  Sir  J  oh  71  Ruj/jout,  Sir 
Ikonias  Sandcrjc.r'.,  the  Lord  Baltimore,  Samuel  Sajidjs,  Efq; 
and  the  Malter  of  ths  Rolls. 

On  Monday  the    i.pth   this  Rcfolution    was    reported  to 
the  rloufe,  and  agreed  to  without  any  formed  Debate  ;  but 
Sir    Joh:     upon    that   Occafion,  Sir  J'olv:  Barnard,  and   lome  others, 
Jju: i..ird,      ipoke  to  the  Eit-'tft  as  follows,  'viz. 

S  I   R, 

I  fi;;dl  hot  new  cnnofe  our  agreeing  to  the  Refolution  of 
t]-.c  Committee ;  bt;L   tl)c  only  Argument  made  \xW  of  in 

ihe 
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the  Committee  in  fivour  of  the  Motion,  wliicli  to  in5  feemed  ///.w  to.  Oct?. 
to  have  any  Weight,  was,  That  at  the  End  of  tliC  Term  11.1736  7. 
]aft  granted  to  the  Bani,  and  which  expires  in  Airjill.  \  743,  "i^^-^-'-Nw^ 
it  would  be  eafy  for  the  Government  to  raife  Money  nc  4 
fer  Ce?it.  fufficient  to  pay  them  off,  in  cafe  it  fho'i'd  l^ie 
thought  fit  to  abolirti  the  Company,  or  put  an  End  to  their 
e;-rc!ufive  Privilege;  or  in  cale  the  prefent  Company  fliould 
refufe  the  Terms  offered  for  renewing  their  exclufive  Privi- 
lege. I  confefs,  Sir,  this  Argument  had  very  little  Weight 
with  me  ;  becaufe,  in  my  Opinion,  it  will  be  impofiible 
for  the  Government  to  raife  10,000,000/.  Sterling  at 
once,  at  ^fer  Cent,  or  any  other  Interelt,  efpecialiy  when 
we  have  fuch  a  powerful  and  rich  Company  tooppofc  it,  as 
the  prefent  Bank  is,  who,  by  the  Indulgence  that  has  been 
of  late  Years  fhewed  them,  are  in  feme  Meafure  become 
Mafters  of  tiie  public  Credit  of  the  Nation,  and  wiio  will 
certainly  oppofe,  with  all  their  Might,  a  Scheme  concer:ed 
for  the  Ruin  of  their  Company,  and  for  making  every  par- 
ticular Man  in  it  lofe  at  lealt:  50/.  per  Cent,  of  wh.u  he 
may  then  call  himfelf  worth  :  This,  I  fay,  appears  to  me 
impoffible  ;  and  if  we  judge  from  the  Experience  of  pall 
Time?,  I  am  fure  we  mait  conclude  it  wi'l  be  impoffible  ; 
but  fuch  feems  to  be  the  Fatality  of  fome  Gentlemen,  that 
when  the  Experience  of  what's  pail  ought  to  perfaade  us  to 
take  any  particular  Meafure  for  the  public  Good,  tiiej'  then 
judge  from  very  improbable  Conjectures  of  what  may  hap- 
pen  in  Time  to  come,  and  when  probable  Conjedure  of  what 
may  happen  ought  to  prevail  with  us  to  take  any  particular 
Meafure  for  the  public  Good,  they  then  determine  themfeh-es 
by  the  Experience  of  paft  Times,  tho'  the  Circumfcance^ 
are  very  far  from  being  the  fame. 

Thi?,  Sir,  is  the  very  Cafe,  with  refio:;^!:  to  their  Method 
of  jjdging  about  the  future  Price  of  Ba?:.i  Stock.  'Tis  true, 
while  a  Spirit  of  Stock-jobbing  prevailed  in  this  Kingdom, 
while  that  Spirit  was  encouraged  by  thofe  v;ho  ought  to 
have  behaved  in  a  quite  different  Manner,  the  I'ricc  of 
Stock  very  much  depended  upon  what  v.is  calie.i  the 
Whim  or  liumour  of  Chan^^e-Aile-;,  v/iiich  v/a-  never  'Go- 
verned by  Reafon,  but  by  Art  and  fraudulent  Practices  ;  but 
fince  that  Spirit  has  fubfidcd,  and  the  chief  Metiiod  of 
keeping  it  up  luis  been  aboliflied  by  AdtoF  Parliament,  Peo- 
ple now  begin  to  judge  reafonably,  and,  therefore,  t;.;; 
Price  of  Stock  now  depends  very  much  upon  the  Divi^'cnri 
made,  and  the  Probability  that  the  lame  Dividend  Vv-ill  b; 
continued,  or  perhaps  increafcd.  For  this  very  Jvcaiou 
Bank  Stock  does  now  fell,  and  ought  to  fell,  a:  a  Inwci 
Price  in  Proportion  •Cn.-xvt.S'juih-Sca  Annuities  ;  bccaufc  Peo- 
A  a  a  2  vIq 
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Jnno  lO.Geo.  pic  know  that  the  Bafji's  Term  is  near  expiring,  that  a 
II.  17367,  large  Sum  of  Money  mull  focn  be  paid  for  a  Renewal, 
and  that  that  Sum  mull  be  taken  from  the  Capitals  they 
have  or  may  have  in  Bank  Stock,  or  from  the  future  Di- 
vidends they  may  expeft  from  fuch  Capitals.  This  I  was 
aware  of  when  I  made  my  Calculation;  and,  therefore,  I 
founded  it  upon  the  piefent  low  Price  of  Bujii  Stock,  and 
rot  upon  that  Price  it  ought  to  bear  in  Proportion  to  Sout/:/. 
Sea  Annuities  ;  and  by  our  doing  Juliice  to  the  other  pub- 
lic Creditors,  no  Man  can  be  induced  to  believe  we  will  do 
Injuilice  to  the  Bani,  by  paying  them  ofF  fooner  than  any 
of  the  other  public  Creditors ;  for  if  the  Bank  be  willing 
to  pay  a  jull  Price  for  the  Continuance  of  their  Company, 
and  if  that  Continuance  be  no  Detriment  to  the  Public,  it 
would  be  unjufl  to  make  any  more  than  proportional  Pay- 
ments to  them  ;  fo  that  by  our  refolving  that  the  next 
Payment  Ihould  be  made  to  the  Bafik,  the  Proprietors  could 
take  no  Alarm,  unlefs  they  either  think  that  the  Continu- 
ance of  their  Privilege  would  be  a  Detriment  to  the  Public, 
or  are  refolved  not  to  pay  a  proper  Confideration  for  it ;  in 
either  of  which  Cafes  it  would  be  a  juft  Alarm,  an  Alarm 
we  ought  not  to  prevent;  bccaui'e  it  would  be  better  the 
Lofs  fhould  fall  upon  them  by  Degrees,  than  that  it  fhould 
fall  all  at  once^  as  in  either  of  thele  Caies  it  muft  do  at  the 
End  of  their  prefent  Term.  As  to  the  Profits  the  Ba»k 
makes,  or  may  make  by  its  Trade^  I  Ihall  only  take  No- 
tice, that  the  Quantity  of  ready  Specie  they  are  obliged  to 
keep  by  them,  depends  but  very  little  on  the  Value  of 
Notes  they  hav'e  out,  but  upon  the  Extent  of  their  Credit, 
and  the  Circumllances  of  public  Affairs  at  the  Time  : 
A  Bank  newly  fet  up,  or  of  a  very  fmall  Capita],  mull 
keep  a  greater  Quantity  of  Specie  by  them  in  Proportion  to 
the  Notes  they  have  out,  than  a  Bar.k  of  efiablilhed  Credit, 
or  of  a  larger  Capita!  than  their  Trade  can  poffibly  require, 
which  is  the  Caie  of  our  prefent  Ba//k ;  and  when  public 
Affairs  are  in  a  variable  and  unfettled  Condition,  every  Ban^ 
ought  to  keep  a  greater  Quantity  of  Specie  by  them  in  Pro- 
portion to  the  Notes  they  have  in  Circulation,  than  when 
the  Sky  is  clear  and  every  Thing  appears  ferene :  There- 
fore the  paying  them  oS  a  Mi/fisK,  I  am  convinced,  would 
neither  diminifh  their  Circulation,  nor  oblige  them  to  keep 
a  greater  Quantity  of  Specie  by  them,  than  they  do  at  pre- 
fent, and  confequently  could  no  v.'ay  diminilh  their  Trade. 
■'J  hus.  Sir,  1  could  fhew  there  is  no  Weight  in  any  one 
Argument  that  has  been  made  ufe  of  for  preventing  our 
making  the  next  Payment  to  the  Bafik ;  but  this  I  did  not 
r;fe  up-  for,  nor  fl;ouId  I  have  taken  any  Notice  of  the  chief 
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Argument  made  ufe  of,  but   that  I  think,   if  there  be  any  Amoio.  Get. 

Thing  nt  all  in  the  Argument,  it  mull  be  of  gieat  Weight    II.  1736  7. 

with  reipeft  to  what  I  am  to  propose  ;  and,  therefore,  I  hope 

I  fhall  have  the  Concurrence  of  ail  thofe  who  thought  it  a 

good  Argument,  and  particularly  of  the  Hon.    Gentleman 

who  madt  ul'e  of  it.     Sir,  if  we  are  now  in  fuch   Circum- 

Ilances  as  that  we  may  any  way  expeft  in  6  Years  Time  to 

be  able  to  raife  10,000,  oco/.  at  once,  and  that  in  Spite  of 

the  moft  opulent  Company  in  England,  I  am  fure  we  may 

now  begm  to  think  of  reducing  the  Intered  payable  to  the 

public   (,  editors,  and   may  begin  to  take  fome   Meafures 

for  that  Purpofe.     I  wifh  fome  fuch  Propofition  had  come 

from  the  other  Side  of  the  Houfe;  for  fome  Gentlemea 

feem  to  be  refolved  not  to  approve  of  any   Propofition  or 

Scheme  but  what  comes  from  themfelves,   and,   to  return 

the   Compliment,   their   Reafons  are  fo  weighty,  that  they 

generally   prevail.     As  for  my  own   Part,   if  my  Reafons 

have  any  Weight  with  thofe  that  hear  me,  I  am  (ure  I  have 

but  feldom  been  heard  by  the  Majority  of  this  Houfe,  ever 

fmce  I  had  the  Honour  to  fit  in  Parliament,  and  yet  I  have 

always   raifed  my  Voice  as  much  as   1   could.     This  has 

always  made  me  fliy  of  making  any  Propofition   to    the 

Houfe,  or  of  offering  any  Scheme,  which  I  thought  might 

tend  to  the  Good  of  my  Country  ;  but  the  pleafing  Profpedl 

the  Hon.  Gentlemen   have  given  us  of  the  flourilhing  and 

happy  State  of  our  Country  6  Years  hence,  emboldens  me 

now  to  make  you  a  Propofition,   becaufe  from   what  they 

have  faid,  I  cannot  bui  expefl  their  Concurrence,  and  from 

thence  I  have  good  Reafon  to  expedl  Succefs. 

Tho'  my  Hopes  are  not  quite  io  (anguine,  tho'  I  am  of 
Opinion  we  can  never  be  in  fuch  Circumftances  as  to  be 
able  to  raife  10,000,000/.  at  once,  in  Spite  of  the  Bank, 
yet.  Sir,  I  am  convinced,  it  is  now  high  'I'iine  for  us  ro 
think  of  reducing  the  Intercfl;  payable  to  our  public  Cre- 
ditors ;  and  my  Reafon  for  thinking  fo  is  neither  founded 
upon  paft  Experience,  nor  upon  future  Conjefture,  but  upon 
our  prefent  Circumflances :  I  mean.  Sir,  the  nrefent  high 
Price  of  all  our  public  Funds,  and  in  particular  the  high 
Price  of  our  public  Securities,  which  bear  an  Intereft  only 
of  three  per  Cent.  When  fucii  Securities  are  [\tfive  ox  fix 
■per  Cent,  above  Par,  it  is  a  certain  Proof  that  the  natural 
Interell  of  Money,  upon  public  Securities  at  leall:,  is  below 
4  per  Cent,  that  many  of  the  public  Creditors  would  be 
glad  to  accept  of  an  Jntereft  of  3  per  Cent,  rather  than  be 
paid  off,  and  that  the  Government  migiit  borrow  fome 
Money,  I  fhall  not  pretend  now  to  afcertain  the  Sum,  at 
3  per  Cent,  ru  order  to  pay  cfi  a  Part  of  thofe  public  Cre- 
ditors, 
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Jnno  lo.  Gfo.  ditors,  wlio  fhould  not  appear  willing  to  accept  of  fo  low 

J].  1736  7.     an  Interelh 

|y»-«sy>^  I  fay,  Sir,  I  fhall  not  now  pretend  to  determine  what 
Sam  we  niiglit  be  able  to  borrow  at  3  per  Cent.  1  believe  it 
would  be  but  fmall,  becaufe,  I  believe,  the  Bauk  would  re- 
fiife  to  concur  with  the  Government  in  any  luch  Under- 
taking, and  will  always  refufe  as  long  as  the  Interclt  pay- 
able to  them  is  at  4  per  Cent.  For  this  Reafon,  among 
others,!  was  for  our  reiolving  that  the  next  Payment  fhould 
be  made  to  the  Bank;  becaufe^  fuch  a  RefolutionV'-uld  have 
enabled  us  to  bring  the  Intereil  payable  upon  i"-e  whole 
Bank  Capita!  down  to  3  per  Cent,  iri  two  or  three  Years. 
]f  we  had  ordered  a  Million  to  be  paid  to  them  at  Michnel- 
tnas  nexr,  we  might,  without  doing  an  Injullice,  have  or- 
dered that  no  Part  of  that  Payment  ihould  h^ve  been  applied 
towards  fuch  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Z?fl«/Jas  were  willing 
to  accept  of  an  Intereil  of  3  per  Cent,  upon  tlint  Part  of 
the  Capital  which  belonged  to  them  ;  but  that  the  whole 
fliould  have  been  applied  towards  diminilT.ing  the  Cr.pital  of 
thofe  who  were  not  willing  to  accept  of  fuch  an  Interelt  ; 
and  for  this  PurpoTe  the  Government  might  hrive  been  im- 
povvercd  to  open  Books  of  Subfcription  for  the  Bcork  Proprie- 
tors  to  come  m  and  fubfcribe  for  that  I'.-irt  of  the  Capital 
which  belonged  to  each  of  t'lem  :  And  firther,  as  nn  En- 
couragement for  the  Proprietors  of  the  Bar:k  to  come  in  and 
iabfcnbe,  it  might  have  beci;  ordered  that  no  future  j^iyment 
iliould  have  been  applied  towards  p"v:n-^  off  any  Part  ot 
the  Capital  fo  fubfcribed,  as  long  as  tii-re  \\-\c  been  any 
Part  of  the  Bank  Capital  uniubfcriocd.  By  tl'.is  Moms,  { 
do  not  know  but  we  might,  even  at  M-c'me!?nas  nc\r.  Iv.ivs 
brought  tiie  whole  Capitil  of  the  Rank,  Pt  leair  ail  that 
Part  of  it  which  cin  be  paid  off  belore  the  F,nd  of  their 
Term,  down  to  3  per  Cent.  In  which  C:ife,  as  no  Money 
could  then  have  been  iifu-d  from  ti^e  Sinking  f'lmd  nt 
Michaelmas  next,  we  would  h'.ve  liad  aijove  tn.-j?  jSliuiom  to 
have  difpofed  of  next  S'-'llion  of  Parliament  ;  and  with  above 
two  Millions  in  ready  Monev,  and  what  we  might  then  hrjve 
Ijorrowed,  with  the  Ailiitance  of  the  Bai:k,  at  ,"-.  per  Cent. 
I  do  not  know  but  it  Vv'ouid  have  been  in  our  Power,  to 
have  brought  the  whole  public  Deb;  t;)  3  per  Cent,  at  the 
very  next  Michaelmas  following;  for  if  the  Intereil  payable 
to  the  Bank  ?no\x\-i  once  be  reduced  to  %  per  Cent  it  is  cer- 
tain they  would  then  afTiIt  us  as  much  as  thev  could,  to  bring 
Jill  our  other  Debts  down  to  the  fame  Rate  of  Intereil  ;  and 
tho'  I  am  f'lr  from  thinking  we  ihill  in  fi-.'e  or  fix  Years  be 
ab'e  to  borrow  10,000,000  /.  at  once,  even  at  4  per  Cent. 
in  Spite  of  the  ^^«i,  yet   I   am  convinced  that  at  prcfent, 

wiiii 
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with  their  AfTiftance,  we  might  be  able  to  borrow  eight  or  Anno  lo.  Geo. 
ten  Millions  at  once  at  3  per  Cent,  efpecially  if  the  Proprie-  H.  1736-7. 
tors  of  our  Funds  were  enabled  to  fubfcribe  their  refpedive 
Capitals,  with  an  Affurance  that  no  Part  of  the  Capital  lb 
fiiblcribed  {hould  be  paid  off  for  a  certain  Term  of  Years. 

This  Propofuion,    Sir,    would   certainly   have    had    the 
grcateft  and   the  moft   uftful  Effeft,   if  upon    thefe  Terms 
the  next  Payment  had  been  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  Bank  ; 
but  even  luppofe  we  fhould  agree  with  our  Committee,  fup- 
pofe  we  fliould  refolve  that  a  Llillion  be  granted  to  his  Mu- 
jelly,  towards  redeeming  the  like  Sum  of  the  incrcafed  Ca- 
pital of  the  Sctith-Sea  Company,  as  is  now  commonly  called 
Old  Sciith  Sea  Annuities,  tJie  fame  Propcfition  may,  I  think, 
be  applied  to  them,  and   may  have  a  very  good    Effed,  ac 
lealt  i  am  furc  it  can  be  attended  with  no  bad  Confequencc  ; 
for  as  the  delaying  to  payoff  any  Part  of  our  public  Debts 
is  now  a  Favour,  it  is  both  juil  and  reafonable  that  Favour 
fliould  be  btRowed  upon  thofewhoare  willing  to  accept   of 
an  Interell  of  3  per  Cent,  inllead  of  4.     Therefore  my  Pro- 
pofuion now  is,    that  in    order  to  fee  which  cr  hov/  many 
of  the  Old  South  Sea  Annuitants  are  willing  to  accept  of  3  per 
Cent,   for  a  certain  Term   of  Years,  rather  thr.n  be  paid  cff 
any  Part  of  their  prefcnt  Capital,  the  Government,  cr  the 
Commifiioners   of  the  Trcaiury,  fhould   be   impowered    to 
open  Books    of  Subfcription  lor  fuch  of  the  Old  South-Sea 
Annuitants  as  are  willing   to   accept  of  an  Intereil  of  3  per 
Cent,   for  14  Years  certain,  rather  than  be  paid  off  any  Part 
of  their  prelent  Capital  at  Michaelmas  next,  or  at  any  other 
Time  duiing  that  Term  ;    and    that   it  fliould  be  ordered, 
that  no  Part  of  the  Million   to  be  paid   at  Michaebnas  next 
{hall  be  applied  towards  paying  off  any  Part  of  the  Capital 
fo  lublcribed,  but  that  the  whole  fhall  be  divided    and   ap- 
plied pro  rata  towards   diminifhing   the   Capital  of  fuch   of 
the  Old  South-Sea   Annuitants  as    fhall  not  fubfcribe  before 
Michaelmas    next.       If  all  the   Old  South-Sea    Annuitants 
friouid  fubicnbe,  the  Confcquence  will  be,  that  no   Part  of 
the  Million  can    then  be   iilucd  from   the   SinkingT'und  at 
Michaelmas  next  ;  in  which  Cafe  we  fhall  \\':^\c  i-j:o  'Millicm 
to  diipofe  of  in  next  Seffion  of  Parliament,  and    v.ith  tlicfe 
t^L':o  Millions,  we  may,  1  am  confdent,  be  able  to  reduce  the 
Cipital  of  tiie    Bank   likewife   to  3  /rr   Ccrf.  at  the  very 
next  Michaelmas  foHowirg  ;  :;ficr  v.  hich  we  fnali  have  no 
Difriculty  to  reduce  the  7,'i^v  Soi'th-Sen  .-'\iii,u)iit,i  and  all  cur 
ether  public  Funds  to  the  hinie  Kate  ^f  li.tcicll. 

As  a  Pvcfoluiion  icemr.  now  to  be  iLin;ed,  thit  none  of 
cur  other  Creditors  fhall  have  n  Siuilibi'  paid  to  tlieui,  till 
all  the  Soich  Sea    Aviruiiic;  Ic  \.  id  cli,    i  il.:.i:  fl.--,v  ih''  i^ 
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Jnno  10  Geo.  Js  no  very  unreafonable  Suppofuion  to  fuppofe,  that  all  the 
il    17^6-7.     Old  Soiith-Sca  Annuitants  would  fubfcribe  before  MiVZ^Wz^ax 

l^-y->^i  next-;  for  which  Purpofe  I  (hall  fuppofe  0/,^and  Ne<w  South- 
Sea  Annuities  to  amount  to  25,0:^0,000/.  and  that  neither 
of  tliem  will  ever  fell  for  any  Price  above  or  under  113/. 
per  Cent.  In  this  Cafe,  if  a  Million  fhould  be  paid  to  them, 
yearly,  it  Vv-i]!  amount  to  ^per  Ce?it.  the  firft  Year;  fo  that 
every  one  of  the  Proprietors  will  have  4  per  Cent,  of  his 
Capital  annihilated,  which,  at  113/.  per  Cent,  is  worth 
about  4/.  10  J.  5^.  and  therefore,  as  he  receives  only  4 /. 
in  Money,  he  mull  lofe,  the  very  firft:  Year,  iQs.  5  <;/, 
which  Lofs,  by  the  yearly  Diminution  of  the  Capital,  and 
the  yearly  Increafe  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  will  increafe 
every  Year  fo  fail:,  that  in  five  or  fix  Years,  I  reckon,  every 
Proprietor  will  lofe  i  per  Cent,  upon  the  Capital  he  is 
pofTeiTed  of,  by  every  Payment  made  by  the  Public  ;  for 
which  Reafon  every  Proprietor  of  SoutbSea  Annuities,  if 
he  underlLinds  his  own  Interelt,  would  certainly  chufe  to 
accept  of  %  per  Cent,  for  14  Years  certain,  rather  than  re- 
main fubjeft  to  the  Annihilation  of  fo  much  of  his  Capital 
yearly,  and  the  Trouble  of  receiving  fuch  partial  Payments, 
and  of  replacing  thole  Payments  fome  way  at  Interefl,  or 
invefiing  them  in  fome  Sort  of  Trade  or  Bufmefs. 

1  have  made  the  Calculation,  Sir,  upon  Old  and  Ne'jj 
South- Sea  Annuities  taken  together,  for  the  fake  of  Eafe 
and  Perfpicuity  ;  but  it  will  come  out  the  fame,  if  we  make 
the  Calculation  upon  the  two,  feparately  ;  and,  therefore,  I 
think  there  is  a  great  Probability  in  fuppofing  that  all  the 
O'd Sout/j  Sea  Annuitants 'wiU  become  Sublcribers  for  accept- 
ing 3  per  Cent,  upon  their  Capital,  for  14  Years  certain, 
before  Michaelmas  rxexi,  if  we  give  them  an  Opportunity  of 
fo  doing ;  becaufe,  if  any  Number  of  them  (hould  fubicribe, 
the  Lois  will  fail  extremely  heavy  upon  thofe  who  do  not, 
which  will  of  courfe  be  a  prevailing  Argument  with  the 
mod  obilinate.  But  fuppofe  no  one  of  them  does  come  in 
to  lubfcribe,  it  can  be  attended  with  no  bad  Confequence ; 
the  Government  will  then  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  iilue 
the  Million  at  Michaelmas  next,  and  it  will  be  diftributcd  pro 
rata  among  the  O/i/ -S^w/i' 5^«  Annuities,  according  to  the 
Dircflion  of  Parliament. 

Before  I  conclude,  Sir,  I  mud  take  Notice,  that  we  ought 
to  endeavour,  as  much  as  pofTible,  to  reduce  the  Rate  of 
Intcreft,  efpecially  upon  the  Debt  due  to  the  Bank,  before 
we  corne  to  any  Agreement  about  granting  them  a  new 
Term  ;  for  if  we  do  not,  the  Reduftion  of  their  Intereft  to 
1  pe>'  Cent,  will  be  looked  on,  perhaps,  as  a  full  Confidera- 
tion    for  that  new  Term;  whereas  if  it  Hjould  be  reduced 

before 
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before  that  time,  the  Confideration  muft  be  paid  wholly  in  ^nno  lo  Qea 
ready  Money,  which  will  enable  us   to  pay  oiF  any  Debts  U.  1726-7  * 
that  may  be  ilill  Handing  out  at  /^per  Cent.  'y^yr^'i 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  laid  before  you  a  Propofition,  which,  I  ^^  »  ^^j 
am  fure,  may  tend  greatly  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Public,  and 
can  be  attended  with  no  bad  Confequence,  nor  with  the 
lead  Danger  of  any  bad  Confequence ;  yet,  neverthelefs, 
I  Ihould  not,  I  believe,  have  had  the  Courage  to  offer  it,  if 
the  great  Hopes  given  us  by  fome  Honourable  Gentlemen 
in  the  Committee,  of  our  being  able  to  do  Wonders  5  or  6 
Years  hence,  had  not  made  me  imagine,  that  I  Ihould  cer- 
tainly have  their  Concurrence.  Whether  we  can  now  pro- 
perly take  this  Affair  into  Confideration,  I  do  not  know; 
but  if  it  fhould  be  thought  we  cannot,  I  think  we  ought  to 
refolve  ourfelves  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
confider  of  the  National  Debt,  or  into  fome  fuch  Committee, 
in  order  to  take  this  or  any  other  Propofition  of  the  fame 
Nature  that  may  then  be  offered  into  our  Confideration  ;  for 
furely  we  ought  not  to  fit  here  and  fee  3  per  Ce?it.  Securities 
felling  at  a  Premium,  without  endeavouring  to  take  fome 
Advantage  of  that  fivourable  Conjunflure,  Tor  lowering  the 
Jnterelt  of  thefe  National  Debts  which  now  bear  an  Interelt 
of  4  per  Cent. 

Upon  this  it  was  faid  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,    and   fome 
others,  That  public  Credit  was  a  Thing  of  fuch  a  ticklifh  ^'^  ^i 
Nature,  it   was  dangerous  to  meddle  with  it  at  any  Rate,  "  «{?"'*- 
but  much  more,  to  make  any  Step  which    might  afFe-fl  it, 
without  the  moft   mature   Confideration.     That  in  a  very 
few  Years  we  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to  reduce  the  whole, 
or  the  greateft  Part  of  the  public   Debts  to  an   Intereil  of 
3  per   Cer.t.  but  they  were   afraid  it  was   not  yet   Time  to 
make  any  fuch  Attempt.     That  to  make  any  ihch  Attempt 
without  Succefs,  would  certainly  be  attended  with  bad  Con- 
fequences  ;  for  as  public  Credit  depended   intirely  upon  the 
Opinion    of  the  Generality  of  Mankind,  a  vain   and  un- 
fuccefsful  Attempt  to  reduce  the  Intereil  payable  upon  any 
of  our  public   Funds,   would  be   attended  at  leaft  with  this 
bad  Confequence,  that  it  would   give   many  People  a  mean. 
Opinion  of  the  Wiidom  and  Prudence  of  the  Government ; 
and  no  Man  would  trull,  or  continue  to  trufl;  his  Fortune  ia 
the    Hands  of  thofe   whofe  Wifdom  and   Prudence  he  had 
no  good  Opinion  of;  fo  that    the  attempting  to  reduce  the 
Jiitered  might  give  a  much  greater  Check  to  public  Credit 
than   fome   Gentlemen  feemed  to  be  aware  of,  and  might 
put  it  cut  of  their  Power    to  reduce  the  Intereu   payable 
upon  any  of  the  public   Funds,    for  a   much   longer  Time 
Vol.'  IV.  B  b  b  vx<\\ 


'^nno  10.  Geo.  than  it  would  have  been,  if  no  fuch  unfeafonable  Attempt 
il.  17^6  7.    had  been  made. 

^^^^^'"'^-vi  However,  they  faid,  they  were  not  againll  going  into 
fuch  a  Committee  as  had  been  propofed;  becauie  Gentle- 
men would  then  have  Time  to  confider  of  what  they  were 
about;  and  if  any  feafable  Scheme  Ih.ould  be  there  pro- 
pofed for  reducing  the  Intereft  now  payable  upon  any  of 
the  pubiic  Funds,  they  fhoiild  moft  readily  agree  to  it. 
V/hereupon,  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  of  Supply 
was  agreed  to  without  a  Divifion  ;  and  then  'was  refolved. 
That  the  Houfe  would,  upon  that  Day  Se'nnight,  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider  of 
the  National  Debt ;  after  which  'twas  ordered,  that  a  State 
of  the  National  Debt,  as  it  was  xh^jirjl  of  February  laft, 
Ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Which  was  accordingly  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  March 
18,  and  is  as  follows ; 
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y^nno  lo.Qeo.  On  Monday,  March  21,  the  Ho  ife  having  refolved  itfclf 
11.1736-7.  into  a  Committee  of  the  \vho:e  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the 
\^^^'f^\^  National  Debt ;  and  the  above  State  of  the  National  Debt, 
having  been  referred  to  the  (aid  Committee,  as  foon  as  Sir 
Charles  Turtier  had  taken  the  Chair,  Sir  John  Barnard  llood 
up  and  made  a  A'lotion,  for  enabling  his  Majelty  to  raife 
Money  either  by  the  Sale  of  Annuities  for  Years  or  Lives» 
at  fuch  Rates  as  Ihould  be  prefcnbed,  or  by  borrowing  at  an 
Interelt  not  exceeding  3  fer  Cent,  to  be  applied  towards 
redeeming  of  the  Oid  and  New  South  Sea  Annuities  ;  and 
that  fuch  of  the  faid  Annuitants  as  fliould  be  inclined  to 
fubfcribe  theyr  refpedlive  Annuities,  fhould  be  preferred  to 
all  others. 

Upon  this  Motion  there  were  long  Debates,  fo  that  the 
Committee  did  not  come  to  any  Refolution  that  Day  i, 
therefore,  'twas  refolved,  That  the  Houle  would,  upon 
that  Day  Se-vetinight,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  National  Debt; 
and  it  having  been  much  infilled  on,  in  this  Debate,  that 
there  was  a  great  Part  of  the  South  Sea  Old  and  New  An- 
nuities in  the  Hands  of  Widows  and  Orphans,  and  Perfons 
who  were  Proprietors  for  very  fmal:  Sums,  therefore,  next 
Day  'twas  ordered.  That  an  Account  fhould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  of  the  Quantity  of  Old  and  New  South  Sea 
Annuity  Stock,  and  the  Number  of  Annuitants  who  were 
intitled  to  any  fuch  Stock,  not  exceeding  lOop/.  to  each 
Annuitant;  and  alfo,  'twas  ordered,  That  an  Account 
Ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of  the  Quantity  of  Old 
and  New  SouthSea  Annuity  Stock,  holden  by  any  Exe- 
cutors, Adminiflrarors,  and  Trulfees,  and  the  Number  of 
fuch  Trulls :  Which  Accounts  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
by  Mr.  John  Brijh-.v  on  the  F>iday  following;  and  on 
Monday  the  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  and  thel'e  Ac- 
counts referred  to  the  Committee,  the  Houfe  relolved  itfelf 
ngain  into  the  faid  Committee,  when  the  Debate  upon  the 
rtforefaid  Motion  v.'as  refumed  ;  in  which  Sir  John  Barr.ard 
ipokcin  Subilance  asibllQWCth,  ^ciz.. 
S   i    R, 

As  fome  Things  I  mentioned  in  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  gave  Rife  to  the  Houie's  refolving  itfelf  into  this 
Committee,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  rife  up,  in 
order  to  explain  and  enforce  what  1  then  mentioned  but 
i'uperncially,  and  to  make  you  fuch  a  Propofition  as  I  think 
mav  at  this  Jundure  be  made  eftedlual,  for  reducing  the 
jntereft  payable  upon  a  Part  of  the  National  Debts,  and 
for  eafing  the  People  of  a  Part  of  that  heavy  Load  of 
Taxes  they  now  groan  under.     In  the  Committee  of  Supply 
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\  mentioned  only  the  Application  of  the  Million,  to  be  Jnno  10.  Gre' 
paid  at  Michaelmas  next,  to  fuch  of  the  South-Sea  Old  An-  11.  1736-7. 
nuitants  only,  as  are  not  willing  to  accept  of  an  Intereft  of  \,^^f\^ 
3  per  Cent,  for  if  there  are  any  who  are  willing  to  accept 
of  fuch  an  Intereft,  and  I  am  convinced  there  are  a  great 
many,  I  muft  think  it  a  very  abfurd  Sort  of  Condudt  in  the 
Public,  to  make  any  Payment  to  them,  as  long  as  there  is 
any  one  public  Creditor  who  will  not  accept  of  fuch  a  low 
Intereft  :  However,  as  this  Houfe  feems  to  be  of  a  contra- 
ry Opinion,  I  fhall  readily  fubmit;  but  as  the  Houfe  then 
refoived  upon  the  Committee  we  are  now  in,  I  thought 
myfeif  obliged  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  and  as  one 
who  fmcerely  defires  to  fee  the  Nation  freed  from  its  Debt, 
and  the  People  freed  from  their  perpetual  Taxes,  I  mean 
fuch  as  are  made  perpetual  by  Parliament ;  I  fay,  I  thought 
myfeif  obliged  to  turn  my  Thoughts  that  Wayj  and  from 
corifidering  our  prefent  Circumftances,  and  the  prefent  low 
Rate  of  Intereft,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  the  Scheme  for 
reducing  the  intereft  of  the  public  Debts  may  be  pufhed 
further  than  I  then  propofed  or  thought  on. 

Every  one  knows,  Sir,  that  the  Price  of  all  our  public 
funds  is   now   at  a  higher   Rate  than   ever  it  was  before, 
upon  any  reafonable  Foundation  :    Every   one  knows,    that 
even  thofe  publick  SecuriticG,  which  bear  an  Intereft  of  ?, 
per  Cent,    only,    now  fell  at  a   Premium  in 'C/Y/^/fT^- ^/Av ; 
and  I    muft  be  of  Opinion,   it  would   be  an  unpardonable: 
Negled;  in  us,  not  to  endeavour  to  take  Advantage  of  thac 
happy  Circumftance,   for  the  Benefit  p[  the  Public.     I  am 
perfupded  there  are  few  or  none,  who  are   willing  to  give  a 
Premium  for  any  3  per  Cer.t.  Security,   but  would  willingly 
lend   his   Money   to  the  Government  at  the  fame  Intereft, 
if  Books  of  Subfcription  were  opened  for  that  Purpofe,  with 
an  AfTurance   that  no  Part   of  hib  Principal  fhould  be  paid 
off  for  14  Years;  and  therefore,  I  think,  we  ought  to  have 
fuch  Books   always  lying  open  at  the  Exchequer,  or  fome 
other  convenient   Place,  lor   taking  in   the  Subicriptions  of 
thofe  who  are  willing  to  lend  at  3  per  Cent,  in  order  to  pay 
ofi'  the  fooner  fuch  of  the  public  Creditors  as  are  not  wil- 
ling to  accept  of  a  lower  Intereft  than  Four.     If  this  were 
done,    it  would  convince  ail  our  public  Creditors,  who  are 
now  intitled   to  an  Intereft  of  4  per  Cent,  rhat  the  Govern- 
ment is  in  earneft,  and  firmly  refolved  to   pay  them  oft"  as 
icon  as  pofTible  ;  and  as  the  only  Conteft  among  the  public 
Creditors  now  i.',  which  of  them   fliall  be  the  laft  in  being 
paid  oft",   'tis  more  than  probable,  the  far  greatcft.  Part  of 
tlicm  would  come   in  and   fubfcribe   wliat   is    due   to  them 
ic  peflivclv,  at  an  Intereft  of  3  per  Cent,   rather  thtm  nm 

tilt: 
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Anm  lo.  Geo.  the  Risk  of  being  quickly  paid  ofF  the  whole,  or  the  great- 
II.  1736  7.  elt  Part  of  tbeir  Capital,  by  means  of  the  Sinking- Fund, 
v^-y'Sv^/   and  the  Money  Subfcriptions  at  3  per  Cent. 

That  the  Rate  of  Intereft  upon  public  Securities  has 
always  had,  and  always  will  have,  a  great  Influence  upon 
the  Rate  of  Intereft  between  Man  and  Man,  is  what,  I 
believe.  Sir,  no  Gentleman  will  quelHon ;  for  as  upon. 
public  Securities  a  Man  is  always  fure  of  having  his  Intereft 
regularly  paid,  and  may  have  his  Principal  whenever  he 
has  a  Mind,  which  are  two  Advantages  he  can  never  be 
affured  of,  in  lending  upon  the  moll  undoubted  private  Se- 
curity, it  is  certain  the  natural  Rate  of  Interell  upon  pub- 
lic Securities  will  always  be  lower  than  the  natural  Rate 
of  Intereft  upon  private;  therefore  the  only  Method  of 
reducing  the  latter  is,  to  reduce  the  former  ;  and  when 
you  have  reduced  both,  then,  and  not  till  then,  you  may 
fafely  venture  to  reduce  the  legal :  And  that  a  low  Rate  of 
Intereft  upon  private  Securities,  is  of  great  Advantage  to 
every  Nation  where  it  can  be  brought  about,  is  what  can 
be  as  little  queftioned  by  thofe  who  have  any  Regard  to 
Experience,  or  to  the  Nature  of  Things.  But  as  this  de- 
pends upon  Speculations,  and  upon  Fafts  which  fome  Gen- 
tlemen may  not  perhaps  be  acquainted  with,  I  (hall  beg 
Leave  to  enlarge  a  little  upon  the  Subjeft. 

'Tis  certain.  Sir,  the  Strength  and  Power  of  a  Nation 
can  be  increafed  only  by  multiplying  its  Inhabitants,  in- 
crcafing  its  Trade,  or  improving  its  Lands ;  for  Extent  of 
Territory  weakens,  inftead  of  ftrengthening  a  Nation,  if 
that  Territory  lies  defart  and  thinly  inhabited  ;  becaufe  the 
greater  Frontier  a  Nation  has  to  defend,  the  more  they  will 
be  expofed  to  Infults  and  Incurfions,  unlefs  every  Part  of  the 
Frontier  be  fo  well  ftock'd  with  People,  that  they  are  able 
to  defend  themfclves  againft  any  fudden  Invafion ;  and  the 
Frontiers  of  every  Country  will  always  be  worit  flocked 
with  People  ;  for  Mankind  always  retire  from  Danger,  if 
they  can  ;  which  is  the  Reafon  for  the  Heart  or  Middle 
Part  of  every  Country's  being  generally  the  moft  populous. 
As  to  the  multiplying  or  increafing  the  Number  of  Inha- 
bitants in  any  Country,  it  muft  always  proceed  from  the 
Incre^fe  of  its  Trade,  or  the  Improvement  of  its  Land ; 
for  let  the  People  be  as  proiiiic  as  poffible,  let  them  be  as 
prolific  as  ever  the  Northern  Parts  of  Europe,  or  of  this 
very  Ifland,  have  appeared  to  have  been,  if  they  cannot 
find  Imployment  and  Subfiftence  at  home,  they  will  wan- 
der aoroad  either  in  armed  Bodies,  or  as  fingle  Adventurers, 
to  feek  fjr  that  in  foreign  Countries,  which  they  cannot 
find  in  their  own.     It  is  therefore  highly  requifue  for  every 

Nation 


Ration  to  take  every   poffible  Method  for  increafing  ks  J-.yioio.Geol 
Trade,  and  improving  its    Land;     and   notriing    can    tend    I,.  1736-7. 
more  to  either  of  theie  Purpofca,  than  a  low  Rate  of  [n:e-    ^.^^Y^O 
reft  for  the  Ufe  or  Forbearance  of  the  Payment  of  Money 
between  Man  and  Man. 

With  refpeft  to  Trade,  Sir,  it  is  either  foreign  or  clome- 
fiic,  and  both  depend  in  a  great  Meafure  upon  the  low  Rare 
of  InterelV;"  for  M;inlcind  naturally  purlhe  that  which  is 
their  wreatell  Advantage,  arid  but  few  Men  will  be  either 
frugal,  diligent,  or  itlduftrious,  if  they  can  live  otherwife; 
therefore,  if  a  'Man  can  live  indolently  upon  the  Intereit 
of  his  Money,  he  will  generally  follow  no  Tn'de  or  Im- 
ploymem  ;  aiid  if  he  can  m;ike  more  of  his  VIoftey  by 
lending  ifat  Intereit,  than  he  can  make  by  imploying  it  in 
Trade  of  the' Improvement  of  Land,  he  will  always  chufe 
the  former.  For  this  Reafon  the  People  of  a  Country, 
where  the  Rate  of  Intereil  is  high,  will  never  carry  on 
any  Trade  for  (o  fpnall  a  Profit,  as  the  People''of  a  Country 
will  do  where  the  Intereft  of  Money  is  low;  nor  will  the 
Perfons  "engaged  in  Trade  ever  be  fo  numerous  or  fo  r;ch 
ih  the  former,  as  in  the  latter.  Suppofe  in  this  Country,  a 
Man  maymake  5  or  4  per  Cf>iL  oi  his  Xloncy,  by  lendirg 
it  at  Intereit  upon  a  certain  Security  ;  v/e  camot,  in  that 
Cafe,  fuppoffe  that  any  Mao  will  rake  the  Tronh'e  ofcarry- 
in'o-.  on  -any  Trade,  by  which  he  cannot  make  8  or  10  per 
'Cent.  Profit':,  Whereas  in  Holland,  where  a  Man  can  never 
get  more  than  0^  ard  often  not  above  2  per  Cent  by 
lending  his  Money  at  Intefeft  upon  a  certain  .-.ecu:ity,  we 
mull  fuppofe  that  in  that  Country,  a  Man  will  be  g'ad  to 
engage  in  any  Trade,  by  Which' he  can  make  6  or  \  jcr 
Cent.  Profit;  and  an  additional  Advantage  \>,  :hac  in  /^a/- 
/««i/a  ManWbo  has  but  icoo/.  cr  20cc/.  Cap'tal  mjif 
r.eceflarL'y  eno-age  in  Trade,  becaufe  he  c;:nn.u  live  upon 
the  legal  Intereil:  of  his  Money  ;  v^hereas  a  Man  of  chat: 
Capital' in  this  Country,  may  live  comfortably  in  m-il 
Corners  of  the  Kingdom  upon  the  leg.:!  Intereil  of  his 
Money.;  fo  thkt  more  Men,  and  Men  of  greater  Stock?, 
are  nccefl^xrily  drove  into  Trade  in  that  Country  than  in 
this;  and  their  People  v/ill  \vi!lir:g!y  engage  in  a  great 
many  Branches  of  Traffic,  which  no  Man  111  this  King- 
dom will  touch  at ;  becaufe  he  can  make  as  ir.uch.  or  very 
near  as  much, 'by  imploying  his  Morcy  in  our  Funds,  as 
he  could  expect  to  make  by  that  Trafi:. 

This,    Sir,  give-i  tlie  Dutch,-  and  t;ie   Ynrrj  too,  a  g-cat 

Advantage  over  this  Nation,  in  all  Bi-j-nchci  of  'J'rade  wr.ich, 

tnull  be    carried   on  at  a  fmall  Profit,  Inch  as  the  Carr)bii- 

Trade,  and    tlic  T'.Jhlr.-  Tijd\  li'it  cipociallv  the  Iri'.,  v^■hicil 
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Jt:ny\o.Gto.  I  hope  fome  Gentlemen  who  hear  me  will  take  particular 
il.  1736.7.  Notice;  of;  and  I  fhall  add  this  other  Obfervation,  That  in 
tiiofe  two  Trades  there  are  more  Ships,  aiid  mare  Seamen 
employed  in  Proportion,  than  in  any  other;  and  the  Sea- 
men thus  employed  are  more  ufefui  tor  the  Defence  of  their 
Country,  becaufe  they  are  always  at  Hand  upon  any  fudden 
Emergency;  which  I  hope  every  Gentleman  will  take 
particular  Notice  of,  who  has  any  Regard  to  the  Naval 
Power,  or  the  Security  of  his  Country. 

All  the  Branches  of  foreign  Trade,  Sir,  which  any  Na- 
tion dees  or  can  carry  on,  mull  confill  either  in  the  Car- 
rying  Traje,  the  Fijhing-Trade,  or  the  exporting  their  Manu- 
£i<Slure*  and  Produce  to  foreign  Markets,  and  importing 
thofe  fore'.gn  Commodities  which  they  have  Ufe  for  at  home. 
In  the  firil  T^to,  we  are  under  fuch  a  Difadvancage,  by  the 
high  Rate  of  Iiiterell  among  us,  and  the  fmall  Profit  to  be 
expelled  by  the  Trade,  that  few  or  none  of  our  People  will 
engage  in  eiKhjer  ;  and  in  Fa£l  we  have  but  very  little  of 
either,  and  \\ould  have  none  at  all,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
many  natural  Advanrr-^ges  we  are  blefs'd  with  above  any 
other  Country  upon  the  Face  of  the  Globe.  And  as  to  cur 
Trsde  of  importing  and  exporting  our  own  Commodities, 
and  luch  foreign  Commodities  at  we  have  Ufe  for,  it  de- 
pends upon  the  Cheapnefs  of  our  Navigation,  and  proper 
Laws  for  its  Ercouragement.  As  to  the  Cheapnefs  of  oir 
Navigation,  it  will  always  depend  upon  our  People's  ira- 
ploying  thtir  Money  in  that  Way  at  a  fma.l  Profit ;  fo  that 
in  this  too,  our  Neighbours  have  a  great  Advantage  over 
us;  for  they  will  be  glad  to  imploy  their  Money  in  that 
Way,  if  they  can  make  but  6  or  /^  per  Cent.  Profit  ;  where- 
as we  cannot  fuppofe  any  of  our  People  (except  fuch  a$ 
venture,  or,  as  they  call  it,  throw  away  a  little  Money  for 
the  Service  of  a  Friend)  will  imploy  their  Money  in  that 
Way,  St  a  Profit  lefs  than  8  or  i  o  per  Cent,  (o  that  both 
Ship  building.  Ships  and  Freight,  would  be  cheaper  in  our 
neighbouring  Countries  than  in  this,  by  at  leaft  4  per  Cenf. 
if  it  were  not  for  fome  natural  Advantages  we  are  likewife 
blelTed  with  in  this  Particular,  and  the  great  Supply  we  noW 
receive  from  our  Colony  0^  Nc^jj  England ;  but,  notwith- 
llanding  all  thefe  natural  Advantages,  4  per  Cent.  DifTe- 
rence  is  fuch  a  great  Advantage  in  Favour  of  fome  of  our 
Neighbours,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  Navigation  A£l,  and 
other  Laws  in  Favour  of  our  own  Shipping,  Jam  convinced 
we  fliould  fee  our  Ports  every  Day  full  of  Dutch  Ships  and 
Seamen  ;  and  even  as  it  is,  we  may  obferve  that  the  Nunv- 
ber  of  Hamburgh,  Harhorough ,  Davi/b  and  Snj:edijlj  Ships, 
is  every  D;iy  incrcafing  in  the  River  Thames;  and  for  what 
J  know,  in  fevcral  other  Ports  oi  the  Kingdom. 

But, 
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But,  Sir,  I  need  not  infift  (o  much  upon  the  Prejudice  a   Jmo  lo.  Geo, 
high    Kate  of  Intereft  does  to  our  Navigation,  with  rtfpedl    \l.  !  736-7. 
to   our   Importation  and  Exportation;    for  if  our   prtfent    V_</'''V*\^ 

Rate  of  Intereil,  and  our  prefent  Faxes  continue  for  tome 
Years  lunger,  I  am  afraid  we  fhail  have  very  little  either  of 
Manufaftures,  or  Home  Produce,  to  export ;  and  in  that 
Cafe  our  Importation  muft  liicewife  decreafe  in  Proportion  ; 
becaufe  we  fhall  not  then  be  able  to  give  either  Adoney,  or 
«ther  valuable  Confideration  in  return.  With  reipeft  to 
©ur  Home  Manufflftures,  it  i?  certain  the  Exportation  of 
them  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  our  Merchants  being 
able  to  feli  them  cheaper,  or  at  leaft  as  cheap  in  forfiign 
Markets,  as  any  foreign  Manufadures  of  the  (atne  Kind 
and  Goodnefs  can  be  fold.  Let  us  then  fee  how  the  Dif- 
fef-fnce  of  Inferei'i  may  afFeft  this  Branch  of  Trade.  An 
Enghjhman  will  not  inveli  his  Money  in  the  Carrying  on 
«f  any  Manufadure,  unlefs  he  can  make  8  or  10  per  Cent. 
Profit;  a  Dutch  or  a  Frenchman  will  gladly  inveit  his  Mo- 
ney in  the  Carrying  on  of  a  Manufacture,  if  he  can  make  4 
OT  6 per  Cent.  Profit ;  therefore,  fuppofingall  other  Charges 
equal,  a  Dutchman  or  Frenchman  will  lell  his  Manu'adlures 
to  the  Merchant  Exporter  4  per  Cent,  cheaper  than  the 
EngUJhman  will  do.  Here  is  an  Overload  of  4  per  Cent. 
upon  oar  Manufnftures  at  every  fort-ign  Market.  Again, 
an  Enghjh  Merchant  will  not  emp'oy  his  Money  in  the  Ex- 
portation and  Sale  of  our  Manufactures,  unlefs  he  can  make 
8  or  10  per  Cent,  of  his  Money  ;  a  Dutch  or  a  French 
Merchant  will  employ  hib  Money  in  the  Exportation  and 
Sale  of  the  Manufadlurcs  of  his  Country,  if  he  can  thereby 
make  but  4  or  6  per  Cent  cf  his  Money  :  Here  is  an  ad- 
ditional Overload  of  4  per  Cent,  upon  our  Manuf)£turfS  st 
every  foreign  Market ;  fo  that  all  the  Manufaftures  of 
this  Kingdom,  by  means  of  the  high  Rate  of  Intereft,  carry 
with  them  to  every  foreign  Market,  a  Load  of  8  per  Cent, 
per  Annum,  more  than  the  Dutch  or  French  Manufactures 
carry  with  them  to  the  fame  Market,  without  mentioning 
the  Difference  of  Freight,  and  fcveral  other  additional  Over- 
loads, that  naturally  arife  from  the  high  Intereft  of  Money 
in  this  Kingdom,  above  what  it  is  among  our  Neighbours 
and  Rivals. 

This  fmgle  Advantage,  Sir,  is  cf  itfelf  fufiicient  to  ex- 
elude  our  Manufactures  from  every  Market  in  the  World, 
where  our  Rivals  can  come  in  Competition  with  us;  but  ii 
we  conuJer,  what  a  heavy  Load  is  added  to  the  prime  Coit 
of  all  our  Manufactures,  by  the  Taxes  laid  upon  fcveral 
Material:  r.ecefiiry  for  working  them  up,  and  by  thole 
C  c  c  2  '1  a/.ti 


(  388  ) 

'Anno  lo.  Q:^.  Tnxcs  which  are  laid  upon  many  of  the  Neceflaries  of  Lifei" 
JI.  I "-6  ".  '^^'"  111^'*'  ^1^^'^  {^mz  Reafon  to  be  furprized  there  is  at  this 
\J''''\r*\i  J^ay  ^  Shiliinfs  worth  of  any  Sort  of  Aianufadture  expoited 
from  Great  Britain ;  for  that  we  lUll  do  export  great 
Quantities  of  Minufafture,  is  certain  ;  and  becaufe  this  may 
be  an  x-'Vrgument  with  i'ome  for  concluding  there  is  nothing 
in  what  I  have  faid,  I  mult  beg  Leave  to  confider  feme  of 
the  natural  or  acquired  Advantages  we  itill  enjoy. 

Before  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  we  had  no  Rival  in  the 
V/ojI!en  Manufadure  Trade  but  the  Dutch,  and  over  them 
we  hive  many  natural  Advantages  both  as  to  our  Situation, 
the  Goodnefs  of  our  Ports,  and  the  principal  conltituent 
Materials  of  thai  iManutadure,  all  of  which  they  are 
obliged  to  furnilTi  themfelves  with  at  fecond  Hand.  To 
this  I  fhall  add,  that  when  the  Woollen  Manufitdlure  was 
£rll  chiefly  eltabjilhed  in  England,  which  was  in  the  long 
and  happy  Reign  ol  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Intereit  of 
Money  was  pretty  much  the  lame  in  both  Countries,  and  the 
Dutch  were  eng'iged  in  a  bloody  and  dangerous  War,  and 
in  eltablifhing  their  Commonwealth  and  their  E aft- India 
Trade,  fo  tnac  thtir  Teoplc  had  not  much  Time  to  think 
of  improving  any  Sort  oi  Alanufrtdure.  By  thefe  Means 
we  got  curfeives  riveted  in  the  Poiiefilon  of  all  the  principal 
Alarts  for  Woollen  Manuiaclure  both  in  Afia  and  Europe  ; 
^nd  that  PcfTtinon  we  in  good  Meafure  kept,  till  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  lali:  Vvav  with  Trance  and  Spain,  when  we  were 
fo  wife  as  to  prohiijit  Trade  with  both.  During  that  long 
Period,  the  People  in  'Turkey,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  even  in 
France  too,  tiil  the  Revolution,  became  lb  accullomed  to  the 
ivearing  of  Ei.glijh  Cloths  and  Stuffs,  that  it  was  not  eaiy 
to  make  them  cnange  their  Merchant ;  for  a  long  cilabliflied 
Cuftom  in  any  Country,  eipccialiy  in  Turkey,  Spain,  and 
Fort:.::ial,  is  not  cali!y  altered,  nor  are  People  apt  to  go  to  a 
new  6i\ov!,  as  long  as  they  meet  with  tolerable  Ulage  at 
the  o'd.  Thus  by  getting  Polfeiiion  of  the  Trade,  and 
kteping  that  Poffelilon  for  fo  long  a  Time,  we  acquired  an 
Advantage,  which  could  not  eahly  not  fpeedily  be  taken 
froin  us  ;  and  this  acquired  Advantage  is,  I  am  afraid,  the 
chief  Support  of  our  prefent  Exportation  :  But  in  a  long 
Courie  cf  I'lrne  we  may  ciitirely  ioie  tills  Advantage  ;  and 
we  arj  in  the  more  iJanj;_cr,  bccauic  we  have  now  got  a 
Rival  in  th2  Woollen  ALuiuf'.cture  Trac'c,  much  more  lor- 
B-^idaule  thr.n  the  Dutch,  and  of  much  mere  d..ngcrou3 
Coniequencc. 

Beiore  our  late  hapny  Revolution,  Sir,  they  had  but 
few  i\ianu£;dares  of  Wcoilen  Cloth  in  Francf,^nd  luch  as 
they  had  were  of  tnc  coarfeil  Sort  ;  fu  that  they  v/crc  f:.r- 
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nlfhed  with  all  their  fine  Cloths  either  from  Ihllanci  <^v  Amo  xo.Gif). 
England;  but  after  the  Revolution  we  found  ourfelvcs,  it  11.17:^67. 
feems,  under  a  Neceffity  of  prohibiting  all  Manner  of  Trade  t/''"V'"'VJ 
and  Intercourfe  with  that  Kingdom.  This  prevented  its 
being  in  their  Power  to  have  any  Woollen  Manufadure 
diredly  from  England,  which  laid  them  under  a  Necefiity, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  furnilhed  them  with  the  Means,  of 
improving  what  they  had  of  their  own  ;  fo  that  before  the 
fecond  War  broke  out,  they  had  come  fome  Length  in  the 
Manufadure  of  Woollen  Cloths,  efpecially  StufFo  or  Cam- 
blets ;  and  by  our  prohibiting  Trade  with  Spain  as  well  as 
them,  at  the  Beginning  of  that  War,  we  farnillied  them 
not  only  with  a  new  Opportunity  of  improving  their 
Woollen  Manufafture,  but  likewife  with  an  Opportunity  of 
introducing  it  by  Degrees  into  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  ;  and 
the  Peace  of  Utrecht  confirmed  their  Manufadure  in  the 
Advantage  it  had  reaped  by  the  War. 

Ever  lince  that  Time,  Sir,  they  have  enjoy'd  almofc  an 
uninterrupted  State  of  Tranquillity;  during  which  time,  it 
mult  be  confefled,  they  have  made  the  belt  Ufe  of  the  Be- 
nefits we  bellowed  upon  them  ;  for  they  have  now  brought 
their  VVoollen  jManufafture  to  fuch  Perfedion,  that  they 
make  fuperfine  Woollen  Cloths  almoft  as  fine  and  as  good 
as  we  can  do,  and  fell  them  much  cheaper;  by  which 
Means,  they  very  much  interfere  with  us  in  7ii;A,?v  as  well 
as  Spain;  in  both  which  Places  they  as  yet  meet  with  fome 
Difficulty,  by  rcafon  of  the  Attachment  the  People  in 
general  have  to  the  Manufadures  of  this  Kingdom  ;  but 
that  Attachment  will  at  lall  wear  clF,  and  then  it  will  be 
out  of  our  Power  to  preierve  any  Share  of  the  Trade,  usi- 
lefs  we  can  fell  all  Sorts  of  Woollen  ManufciclLircs  as 
cheap  as   the  French,  or  any  other  Nation  can  polfibly  cio. 

Now,  Sir,  with  refpeft  to  the  Rivallliip  in  this  Trade 
between  the  ivT/iTZ' and  u;;,  it  is  very  different  from  that  !:c- 
tvveen  us  and  the  Dutch  The  Situa;ion  of  the  French  i ; 
ratiier  more  convenient  for  that  i  rade  than  curs,  and  ti:cir 
Ports  arc  as  good  ;  then  as  to  the  MaterirJf,  the  ca'y  Ad- 
vantage v/e  h:.-vc  over  them,  conliih  in  our  Woo!  ;  but  they 
lie  fo  convenient  for  ficaling  it  away  fro.-r!  us,  that  'tis 
hardly  pofTible  to  prevent  it  ,  :ir.d  as  to  Sj'ii.rih  Wool, 
whicii  h  the  chief  Material  in  tlic  Manuh'.ftarc  cF  ;i!I  faper- 
fine  Cloths,  they  he  more  con'.enijntiy  for  h,;v';ng  ii,  ar,d 
m.'iy  have  it  at  a  cheaper  Rate  than  we  can.  r'rcm  all  which 
I  liiall  conclude,  the  chief  Advantage  we  now  enjoy  in. 
th;  .  MinufaCture,  is  tlv.'  fuperior  Skill,  Dexterity,  and 
Nu-nbers  of  our  Work.,  en,  and  tlie  old  Att.ichincnt  to  the 
W'uolicn    Manufadltires   o'i    tiiis    Kingdom,    iomeiiiir^  of 
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Anno  lo.  Geo.  which  ftill  remains  in   Turkey,   Spain,    and    Portugal;  bat 
il.  1736-7.    the  latter  will  wear  off  by  Degrees,   if  we  cannot   ell  as 

i^'-^^'^^  cheap  as  any  other  Nation,  and  the  French  Workmen  will 
be  every  Day  improving  and  increafing.  Thcfe,  Sir,  are 
our  Circumliances  with  refpedl  to  the  Woollen  Manufadurc, 
which  is  our  chief  Staple;  and  in  fuch  Circumftances  1  am 
fure  every  Gentleman  that  hears  me,  mull  conclude,  it  is 
high  Time  for  us  to  look  about  us,  and  to  negledl  no  Op- 
portunity that  may  tend  towards  enabling,  and  in  fome 
Manner  obliging,  our  Merchants  and  Manufafturcrs  to  fell 
their  Goods  as  cheap  as  fuch  Goods  can  be  fold  by  any 
foreign  Nation  whatfoever. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  fliewn  what  bad  Effcds  our  prefent 
high  Rate  of  Intereft  may  have  upon  our  foreign  Trade, 
and  our  Home  Manufadures ;  and  now  let  me  ihew  the 
Advantages  a  Nation  may  reap  from  a  low  Rate  of  Intereft 
with  refpeft  to  the  Improvement  of  their  Lands,  and  main- 
taining  a  great  Number  of  Inhabitants.  For  this  Purpofe, 
let  me  obferve,  that  the  Riches  of  a  Nation  properly  con- 
fift  in  the  aggregate  Total  of  every  Man's  Riches  in  parti- 
cular ;  for  a  Nation,  where  the  Subjefts  are  all  or  generally 
rich,  will  be  able  to  maintain  an  expenfivc  War  much  longer 
than  a  Nation  can  do,  whole  Subjedls  are  all  or  generally 
poor ;  becaufe  the  Subjedls  of  every  Nation,  if  they  are 
under  a  good  Government,  will  contribute  as  much  as  they 
can  towards  a  neceffary  War,  and  rich  Subjefts  will  always 
be  able  to  contribute  more  or  longer  than  poor:  But  then 
thefe  Riches  of  particular  Men  mull  be  fuch  as  confill  in 
Lands,  Houfes,  Goods,  ready  Coin,  Bullion  or  Jewels  j 
they  mull  not  be  fuch  as  confift  in  large  Sums  out  at  In- 
tereft among  their  Fellow-Subjefts ;  for  fuch  Riches  add 
nothing  to  the  Riches  of  the  Nation,  nor  would  the  Nation 
be  one  bit  the  poorer,  if  they  Ihould  declare  a  Year  of  yu. 
bilee  by  a  public  Law  :  Whatever  fuch  Men  may  be  able  to 
contribute  towards  the  public  Expence,  muil  diminifh  the 
Power  of  others  to  contribute ;  and  therefore  it  is  againft 
the  Intereft  of  every  Nation  to  have  a  great  Number  of 
fuch  Men,  or  to  encourage  the  heaping  up  of  fuch  Riches 
among  them. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Revenue  of  a  Nation,  it  is  to  be 
computed,  in  the  fame  Manner,  from  the  aggregate  Total 
of  every  Man's  Revenue  in  particular  ;  but  then  thefe  par- 
ticular  Revenues  muft  confut  in  fuch  as  come  from  Land, 
Trade,  or  Induftry  :  They  muft  not,  for  the  fame  Reafcn, 
be  fuch  as  come  from  Sums  of  Money  lent  out  at  Intereft. 
And,  laftly,  I  fliall  obferve,  that  an  Acre  of  Land  without 
any  Imprcvementi  may  not  perhaps  befuificient  to  imploy 
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&nd  iahfiR ofie  Man;  whereas  the  fame  Acre,  with  proper  Anfu)\o.Ce$. 
Improvements,  may  perhaps  be  made  able  to  imploy  and  II.  1736-7. 
fubfill  t-Mo  or  three.  Now,  Sir,  fuppofe  a  Gentleman  of  <,,y'\''\^ 
1000  /.  a  Year  Land  Eikte,  has  in  a  Courfe  of  Years  faved 
10,000/.  Suppofe,  upon  looking  over  his  Eflate,  he  finds, 
that  by  laying  out  this  Money  in  Improvements,  he  could 
make  his  Elkte  worth  at  leait  1500/.  a  Year:  He  would 
then  naturally  confider  which  was  the  mofl;  profitable  Way 
of  laying  out  his  Money,  whether  to  lay  it  out  upon  thefe 
Improvements,  or  to  lay  it  out  on  a  Purchafe  of  another 
Eilate,  or  to  lend  it  upon  a  Mortgage.  In  this  Cafe,  if  the 
Intereft  of  Money  were  at  5  per  Cent,  he  would  certainly 
lay  out  his  Money  upon  a  Purchafe  or  Alortgage,  becaufe 
he  would  have  as  much  yearly  Profit  by  laying  out  his  Mo- 
ney in  either  of  thefe  Ways,  as  he  could  expedl  by  laying 
it  out  in  Improvements ;  and  in  either  of  thefe  two  Ways 
he  would  fave  himfelf  all  that  Trouble  and  Fatigue,  which 
the  laft  would  neceflarily  fubjeft  him  to.  Tho'  this  Gentle- 
man, by  laying  out  his  Money  in  fuch  a  Manner,  certainly 
improves  his  own  Revenue,  tho'  he  has  added  to  the  Riches 
of  his  Country  by  his  Frugality,  yet  he  adds  nothing 
either  to  the  Riches  or  the  Revenue  of  his  Country,  by  his 
Purchafe  or  Mortgage  ;  nor  does  he  enable  or  make  his 
Country  fit  for  impioyingor  maintaining  any  greater  Num- 
ber of  Inhabitants.  On  the  other  Ijand,  if  the  natural  In- 
tereft  of  Money  were  at  3  per  Cent,  the  Price  of  Lands 
would  rife  very  near  in  Proportion  i  in  which  Cafe  he 
would  certainly  lay  his  Money  out  in  Improvements,  be- 
caufe,  in  this  way,  h^  jvoiUd  make  near  200  /.  a  Year 
morf  of  his  Money  than  Jk  could  do  by  Purchafe  or  Mort- 
gage ;  ar.d  by  laying ,  it.  oyt  in  fuch  a  Manner,  he  would 
not  only  add  to  the  Riches  and  Revenue  of  his  Country, 
as  well  as  to  his  own,  bat  he  would  make  his  Country 
capable  of  imployirig  and  maintaining  a  greater  Number 
of  Inhabitants  than,  it  could  do  before. 

Til e  Cafe,  Sir,  will  be  the  fame  in  final]  Sums  as  well 
as  large.  Suppofe  a  Farmer  has  taken  a  2 1  Years  Leaf* 
of  a  fmair  1  encment,  and  after  ftocking  his  Tenement  has 
20/.  ov.er:  Suppofe  he  finds  that  by  laying  that  20/.  out 
in  improving  his  Tenenjent,  he  may  improve  its  Value 
JO  J.  a  Year:  While  Money  is  at  ^  per  Cext.  he  will  cer- 
tainly chufe  to  lend  out  his  Money  at  Interefl,  rather  than 
Iky  it  out  opon  fuch  an  Improvement;  but  if  the  Interell 
of  Money  were  zt  ^  per  Ce/it,  only,  he  would  certainly  lay 
it  out  upon  the  Improvement ;  and  by  fo  doing  would  add 
to  the  Revenue  of  his  Landlord,  as  well  as  to  the  Revenue 
«f  his  Country.     Thij,   the  Landed  Gentlemen  that  hear 

me. 
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'jfnnoiQ.  Gfo.  me,  wiH,  I  hope,  have  a  particular  Regard  to-  for  fromi 
II.  17516—.  hence  they  may  fee  how  naturally  a  low  Rate  of  Interell 
tends  to  the  Improvement  of  their  Ellates,  as  well  as  raifing 
their  Price,  and  that  a  high  Intered  prevents  both  the  one 
and  the  other. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  novvflievvn,  even  to  a  Demonftration, 
that  the  lowering  of  Interelt  mull  be  attended  with  great 
Advantiges  to  the  I^ation    in  general,  and  to  the  Landed 
Gentlemen  in  itrrticuiar ;  and  i  have  fhewn,   I  hope,  like- 
wife  to  a  Demonflration,   that  if  the  Interell  of  Money  be 
continued  for  any  Number  of  Years  at  the  prefent  Rate  in 
this  Kingdom,  which   is  much  higher   than  it  is  in   thofe 
Countries  which  are  our  greaieft  and  moft  formidable  Rivals, 
both  in  Trade  and  naval   Power,    it  mull  be  attended  with 
the  gradual  Decay  of  our  Navigation,   our  foreign  Tirade, 
and  our  Horre  Manufadlures,  which  v;ill  at  lall  bring  irre- 
trievable Ruin  upon  the  whole  Nation.     Whoever  is  con- 
vinced of  this,  mult  have  a  Heart  of  Stone,   he  mull  have 
no   Bowels  towafds' his  native  Country,   if  for  any  felfifh 
End  he  oppofes,  jf  in   fpite  of  every,  felfifh  View  he  does 
net  promote  any  pra'fticable  Scheme, "that  rnay  tend  towards' 
bringing  the  Interell  of  Money  in  this  Country  upon  a.  Pdr 
witii  what  it  is  in  our  neighbouring  Countries^  efpecially  la' 
thofe  neighbouring  Countries,  which  q.re  our  grcateft'Riva'ls 
in' Trade  aftd  naval  Power.     And,  I  arri  lure,  no  Gentle-, 
man  wiFI  fay,  it  is  polTible  to  bring  down  either  the  natural' 
or  the  legalTntereft  of  Money  between  Man  and  Man,  till, 
after  we  have   reduced  the  Inter'efl  payable  -upon  all  our 
pablic  Securities; ,  for  Oy  the  lon^  ^hd. regular  Payment  of 
the  Interell  upori,fuch  lbecurities,"and  by  the  growing  Pro-^ 
vifion  we  have"niade  for  paying  olF  the  Principal  by  De-' 
grecs,  they  arego'c  in^o  fuch  Credit,  that  no  Man  will  lend 
lipon  a  private'  Sc^tiritf  fbr  the  fam6  Interell  he  can  have' 
upon  a  public  ;  e^ept  a  very  few  Perloiis  who  have  large 
Sums,  which  they  are  witling  to  lend  at  the  fame  Intereft 
upon  Mortgages  of  Land  only.    "..'''- 
-  I  fhall  not  ]Treten'd",  .Sir,   it   is In/our  Power,  or   in  the' 
Power   of  any    Nation,  tb    make  vvhat   Regulations  they 
HaVe  a  Mind,  with  P.egard  to  the  legal  Intereil  of  Money. 
The  natural  Interell  of  Money'  is  always  the   Standard  by' 
which  the    legal  ought  to  be  regulated;    and  the  naturall 
Intertftof  Money  does  not  depend  iipon  the  Regulations  of 
Men ,  but    upon    natural    and    fometimes    very    accidental 
Events:   But  this  I  will  fay,  that  by  a  prudent  and    circum- 
fp^dl  Adminiifration  of  the  public  AfFiirs  ot  any   Country, 
fo^'h-  Mep.fijres  mr.y  be    taken    as    mull   neceffarily  contri- 
bute towards    reducing    jhe  natural  Interell   of  Money ;" 

and 
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and  when  fuch  Meafures  are  obferred  to  have  taken  EfFeft,  j„„a  lo.  Q^y, 
the  legal  Intereft  of  Money  ought  then  to  be  reduced  ;  for    H.  1736-7. 
the  legal  ought  always  to  be  kept  at  a  Rate  equal  to,  or  L^'V'VJ 
but  a  very  little  above  the  natural;  becaufe  a  great  deal  of 
Money  is  in  every   Country  borrowed  by  the  young  and 
extravagant,  in  order  to  fupport  their  Luxury  and  Extrava- 
gance J  and  as  fuch  Perfons  are  apt,  and  generally  obliged, 
to  pay  a  higher  Intereft   for  it,  than  thofe  who  borrow,  in 
order  to  imploy  it  in  Trade,  one  of  the  moft  efFeftual  Ways 
to  prevent  their  Luxury  and  Extravagance,  (which  every 
Government  ought  to  prevent  as  much  as  polfible)  is,  to 
make  it  dangerous  for  Men  to  endeavour  to  reap  great 
Profits,  by  fupplying  them   with  the  proper  Medium  for 
fupporting  their  Luxury  and  Extravagance. 

Even  in  this  Country,  Sir,  if  the  Supplies  of  the  Year 
had  been  duly  raifed  within  the  Year,  and  the  Sinking- 
Fund  wholly  and  regularly  applied  to  the  Difcharge  of  our 
public  Debts,  ever  fince  its  firlt  Eftablifhment,  I  will  be 
bold  to  fay,  the  Intereft  upon  any  public  Funds  we  had 
remaining,  would  not  now  have  been  above  2  and  a  ^,  nor 
would  the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  between  Man  and 
Man,  where  there  was  any  tolerable  Security,  have  been 
above  3  ;  for  the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  muft  always 
depend  upon  the  Proportion  between  the  Quantity  of  Mo- 
ney ready  to  be  lent  at  Intereft,  and  the  Quantity  wanted  to 
be  borrowed  ;  fo  that  public  Loans  of  all  Kinds,  muft  tend 
towards  enhancing  the  natural  Intereft  of  Money,  and  pub- 
lic Payments  muft  as  neceffarily  tend  towards  its  Redudion. 
Therefore,  from  the  prefent  low  Rate  of  Intereft  upon  pub- 
lic Securities,  notwithftanding  our  being  now  very  near  as 
much  in  Debt  as  we  were  at  the  End  of  the  War,  I  am 
fure  I  may  venture  to  fay,  the  natural  Intereft  upon  all  Sorts 
of  Securities  would  have  been  at  or  below  3  per  Cent,  if 
we  had  paid  off  the  greateft  Part  of  our  old  without  opn- 
trafling  any  new  Debt :  And  if  we  had  done  fo,  I  am  con- 
vinced, the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom  would  have  been  in  3 
much  more  flouriftiing  State  than  it  is  at  prefent,  and  the 
Nation  much  better  able  to  fupport  its  Friends  or  avenge 
itfelf  of  its  Enemies. 

Thefe,  'tis  true  Sir,  are  but  melancholy  Refleaions» 
however  they  may  ferve  fjr  making  us  more  circum- 
fpea  in  Time  to  come,  and  for  making  every  Man 
contribute  with  the  greater  Alacrity  towards  whatever  Sums 
may  hereafter  be  thought  r.ecefljry  for  the  current  Sup- 
plies, in  order  that  the  Sinking-Fund  may  for  the  future 
be  applied  wholly  to  difcharga  the  national  Debt,  and  to 
relieve  the  People  from  thofe  heavy  Taxes  they  i;ow  groan 
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under  ;  for  either  of  vvliich  Purpofcs  it  will  be  maue  much 
more   eftct'^ua!  by  a  Redudlion    of  the  Interell    payable  to 
the  South  Sea   Old    and  New  Annuitants,   from  4  to  3  per 
Cent,  if  fuch  n  Thing  can   be  brought  about  without  any 
D;ins;er  to  public  Credit,  or   Breach  of  public  Faith  ;  and 
thr-t  tnis  may  in  all  Probability  be  cone,  is  what   I   fliall 
row  endeavour  to  demcnltrate.     That   there  are   in  this 
King  lorn   large   Sums   ready  to  be  lent  at  an  Intereft  of  3 
per  Cent,  is  evident,  from  the  ready  Accefs  the  Government 
has  for  feme  Time  had,  to  the  Borrowing  of  Money  at  that 
IntercR  for  the  yearly  Supplies,  and  upon  every  new  Fund 
that  his    been  lately   eilabliihed.      But  this   is    ilill    more 
evident  from  the  high  Premium  now  daily  given  for  thofe 
public  Securities,  that  bear  an  Interell  only  of  3  per  Cent. 
I'hcrcfore,   I  think,  it  is   reafonable    to    believe,   that   if 
Books  of  Subfcriptions  {hould  be  opened,  the  Money  Sub- 
fcriptions    would  amount  at  leaft  to  iv.'o  MllUons,  and  the 
whole  Million  to  be  paid  to  the  South  Sea  Old  Annuitants  at 
Michaelmas  next,   would,   I  believe,  be  fubfcribed  into  this 
new  Fund  ;  fo  that  foon  after  Michaehnas  next,  the  Public 
would    have  a  Fund   of  three  Millions  in  ready  Money,  to 
pay  off  a  Part  of  thofe  Annuities,  whole  Proprietors  faould 
not  appear  willing  to  accept  of  an   Intereft  for  14  Years 
certain,  at  the  Rate  of  3  p:r  Cent. 

Now,  Sir,  as  there  is  ciie  Million  to  be  paid  oE^tMichaef- 
tnas  next,  the  Total  of  the  remaining  Annuities  will 
amount  to  abovit  23,600,000/.  and  if  the  whole  three 
Millions,  railed  by  .VlcneySubfCriptions,  together  with  a 
Mi/lio!2  from  the  Sinking-Fund,  were  to  be  applied  at  the 
Mickaeh.ias  follov.inj,  tc.vards  paying  oiT  the  like  Sum  of 
Old  and  New  South-::  ca  Annuities,  which  for  Calculation's 
Sake  I  0:all  f.;ppoie  to  be  ii>:e;:ty  four  Millions  full,  it  would 
an^ount  to  16/,  13.?.  \d.  per  Cent.  That  is  to  fay,  every 
Proprietor  v/ould  have  fo  much  per  Cent,  of  his  Stock  an- 
nihilaed,  fo  that  he  would  Icfe  tlie  whole  advanced  Price 
upon  that  16/.  i  3  j.  a^.  Stock  fo  annihilated,  which  at 
the  prefent  advanced  Pr;:c,  (being  13  p:r  Cent.)  would  be 
above  2  /.  per  Cent,  entirely  lolt ;  ard  if  the  prefent  ad- 
vanced Price  of  Stock?  fhou'd  rife,  every  Proprietor's  Lofs, 
by  fuch  a  Payment,  wr;:M  rife  in  Proportion.  .  To  avoid 
this  imn:ec'i..:e  I^ofs,  we  rrry  fuppoic,  that  feme  of  the 
prefent  Proprietors  cf  So:ith  Sc'i  Annuities  would  fiibfcribe 
their  refpottive  Shares  in  thofe  Annuities,  and  would  be 
willing  to  accept  of  the  3  per  Cent,  for  1 4  Vears  irre- 
deemable :  Suprofe  theie  SuMcripticns  amounted  in  the 
whole  but  to  three  Millie;:-,  this  would  make  thefirft  Lofs 
fall  ifiil    heavier    upon    ihc  Obllinate  i    becaufe  the /cur 
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Millions  in  Afoney  would  then  come  to  be  divided  upon  Juno  ^c.G^o. 
in.ven'.y  cue  Millions  Capital,  inftcad  of  i~jjejity  fouy  Milliofis  II.  17367. 
C.ipital,  which  would  make  their  Lofs,  by  the  Payment  of  \,_/^~Y~~\^ 
four  MilUons  at  once,  amount  to  very  rear  2  and  a  5  per 
Cent.  But  fuppofe  they  continued  obftinate,  let  us  inquire 
what  they  would  gain  by  their  Obftinacy.  The  whole 
I  Capital  of  Old  and  New  South-Sea  Annuities  remaining  at 
I  4  -per  Cent,  after  Michaelmas  come  a  T^jekuemonth,  would  be 
but  fe-venteen  Millions,  to  the  Difcharge  of  which  we  mufl 
fuppofe  the  Sinking  Fund  afterwards  wholly  and  regularly 
:  applied  ;  in  which  Cafe,  wc  mufl:  fuppofe  that  a  Sum  of  at 
lealt  1,300,000/.  would  be  yearly  applied  to  the  Difcharge 
and  Annihilation  of  the  like  Sum  of  that  Capital:  Tnere- 
fore,  fuppofe  the  advanced  Price  of  thofe  Annuities  ftvould 
rife  no  higher  than  it  is  at  prefent,  it  will  appear  by  Cal- 
culation, that  upon  the  very  firfi  P^iynient,  which  would  be 
at  Michaelmas  1739,  eyery  one  of  the  Proprietors  of  this 
fe'ventecn  I\liUions  would  have  above  7  /.  per  Cent,  o;  CiUS 
Stock  annihilated,  and  would  thereby  lofe  19  j.  \od.  i; 
at  the  next  Michaelmas  following,  every  fuch  Proprietor 
would  have  above  ?, per  Cent,  oi  hh  Stock  anniriiiated,  and 
would  confequently  lofe  above  i  per  Cent,  and  this  ho'l^  v,-'l 
increafs  yearly,  in  Proportion  as  the  Sinking  Fund  increafes, 
and  the  Capital  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied  oi.Tiiniihes,  if  the 
advanced  Price  lliould  continue  as  high  as  it  is  at  p;c' jr.t ; 
and  ro  ?v'Ian  can  reafonably  expeft  the  Price  of  any  of  oar 
Stocks  will  f.iil  lower  than  taey  are  at  prcient,  as  long  as 
Peace  continues,  and  the  Sinking-Fund  is  regularly  applied.     . 

From  thefe  Calculations  it  niuil  appear,  Sir,  that,  if 
Books  v;ere  opened  for  taking  in  Subfcriptioas  eitricr  in 
Annuities  or  Money,  v.'ith  a  Px.ight  of  Prcr-rencc  to  the 
former,  a  Subfcription  of  tjiso  Miliions  in  ?\ie:iey,  and  the 
three  MJ.llions  in  Annuities,  any  Time  before  next  Mi:l'a:l- 
mas,  with  tl.e  Mone\  -Subfcript^ionj  that  r/ii^';'.!:  ihea  be  ex- 
pected f;"ora  tliC  IMillion  to  be  p.dd  oiT,  wouii  malie  it  the 
i:nmedii,te  jiitcielt  of  all  tiic  rell  of  the  Annuicanis  to 
come  in  and  lu:jrcribe  their  refpcciive  Annuidcs  at  an  lu- 
tercfi:  of  3  per  Cent,  for  14  Years  irredeemaL-.c,  rather  than 
continue  thera  at  4  per  Cc,:t.  fuLj.'cl.  to  tuc  iVoujle  aij.l 
Lois  of  h::vi;:g  a  Part  of  their  C^^pit^il  every  \car  annihi- 
lated, by  ine.r,:  of  payni-nts  from  the  Si.dcing-r'ur.d. 
That  three  Millions  of  Annuities  v/c/aid  Le  iaa.-aediately 
fubferibed,  I  make  no  Qiieltion  ;  bcc.ule,  even  fij-poie; 
'^J'hings  ftand  upon  their  prelent  Fccj::r,;i;,  c'.  i.y  .'\r:;ijkar.f 
inuft  lofe  above  a  half  per  Cent,  by  tne  yearly  Paynieiui 
to  be  made  ;  and  1  am  fure  tiie  Froeblc  of  replacing  their 
partial  Pay;uents  is  by  many  tliougiit  VfOrtii  the  oLucr  t'...-'/" 
D  U  d    2  ^ii' 
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Artno  10.  Gio.  pfr  Cent,  at  leaft.  Then  as  to  the  two  Millions  in  Money» 
II.  1 736-7,  I  am  confident,  that  is  the  leaft  Sum  that  would  be  fub- 
■  /•■x^-xi  fcribed,  if  there  fhould  be  Occafion  for  it ;  for  I  am  fure 
the  3  per  Cent.  Funds  could  not  bear  fo  high  a  Premium, 
if  there  were  not  a  great  deal  of  Money  in  the  Nation 
ready  to  be  lent  at  that  Intereft  ;  but  1  am  in  fome  Doubt, 
whether  or  no  there  would  be  Occafion  for  accepting  of 
any  Money-Subfcriptions  at  all ;  becaufe  every  Man  may, 
from  the  general  Circumllanccs  of  our  Aftairs,  find  Reafon 
to  believe,  and  I  have  particular  Reafons  to  believe,  that 
a  great  Number  of  our  Annuitants  are  uneafy  in  their  pre. 
fent  Situation,  and  would  be  glad  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent. 
jf  they  were  affured  of  not  being  obliged  to  receive  any 
Payment  for  14  Years  to  come;  and  if  one  Third  of  them, 
or  any  Number  above  oneThird,  ihould  readily  come  in,  it 
vould  make  it  the  immediate  Intereft  of  all  the  reft  to 
come  in  and  fubfcribe  ;  becaufe  they  would  lofe  above  i  per 
Cent,  yearly  by  the  future  Payments  to  be  made  from  the 
Sinking-Fund  ;  befidcs  the  Trouble  they  will  be  annually 
put  to,  in  receiving  and  replacing  the  partial  Payments 
which  would  be  made  them  from  that  Fund  only  ;  and  be- 
fides  the  Danger  they  would  be  in,  of  having  the  whole 
foon  paid  them  by  a  large  Money-Subfcrlption, 

From  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  and  the  eafy  and  obvious 
Calculations  I  have  made,  it  is  evident,  that  we  may  in  all 
Probability  before  Michaelmas  next,  or  \try  foon  after,  re- 
duce the  Intereft  upon  all  the  South-Sea  Annuities,  both 
!New  and  Old,  from  4  to  3 //?r  Cent,  Intereft,  without  any 
Danger  to  public  Credit,  or  Breach  of  public  Faith,  which 
would  make  the  Sinking-Fund  amount  from  thenceforth  to 
above  1,400,000/.  per  Annum,  to  be  applied  only  towards 
jedeeming  the  Capital  of  our  feveral  trading  Companies. 
This  would  bring  every  one  of  them  fo  much  within  our 
Power,  that  I  am  convinced  we  could  then  get  every  one 
of  them  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent.  Intereft  upon  any  reafon- 
able  Terms  v.e  had  a  Mind  to  propofe,  which  would  be  a 
rew  Addition  to  the  Sinking-Fund,  of  above  170,000/.  3 
Year :  From  which  Time  the  Sinking-Fund  would  amount 
to  about  1,600,000/.  per  Annum,  and  then  we  might  ven- 
ture to  annihilate  above  one  half  o^  it,  by  freeing  the  Peo- 
ple from  the  Taxes  upon  Coals,  Candles,  Soap,  Leather^ 
and  fuch  other  Taxes  as  now  lie  heavy  upon  our  poor  La-* 
bourers  and  Manufafturers,  and  thereby  enhance  their 
Wages  in  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  but  cfpecially  in  the 
City  of  London  ;  by  which  the  prime  Colt  of  all  cur  Manu- 
faftures  is  fo  much  enhanced,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  our 
Merchants  to  fell  them  in  foreign  Markets   fo  cheap,   as 
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Manuffiflures  of  the  fame  Kind  and  Goodnefs  are  fold  by  Anno  lo.  Gea. 
the  Merchants,  even  of  thofe  Countries,  where  the  Interell  JI.  1735-7. 
of  Money  is  as  high  as  it  is  in  this.  V-/"V'X-</ 

The  reniaining  Part  of  the  Sinking-Fund  might  then. 
Sir,  be  apjilied  towards  paying  off  thofe  Annuities  and  pub- 
lic Debts  which  now  bear  an  Interefl  of  3  pr  Cent,  only, 
and  after  that,  towards  diminifhing  the  Capitals  of  our 
feveral  trading  Companier,  till  the  Expiration  of  the  Term 
of  14  Years  to  be  granted  to  the  Annuitants;  at  which 
Time  the  Sinking-Fund  would  again  amount  to  above  a 
Millio'ii  yearly,  which  would  be  fufficient  for  paying  them 
off,  and  freeing  the  Nation  entirely  from  all  its  public 
Debts,  in  a  ihort  Time;  for  if  the  People  lh.ould  be  im- 
mediately relieved  from  Taxes  to  the  nett  Amount  of 
SoOjOOO  /.  or  a  MiUion  per  Annum,  it  would  have,  I  am 
convinced,  fuch  a  happy  Influence  upon  all  the  Branches  of 
our  Trade  and  Manufadlures,  efpecially  if  it  fhould  be  at- 
tended with  the  Reduction  of  the  natural  Interell  of  Mo- 
ney between  Man  and  Man,  which  it  neceffarily  would, 
thrat  the  nett  Produce  of  every  one  of  our  remaining  Taxes 
would  increafe  in  proportion  to  the  Increafe  of  our  Trade  ; 
whereas  if  our  People  continue  fubjed:  to  all  their  prefent 
Taxes,  and  the  prefent  high  Rate  of  Interell  continues,  it  is, 
3L  think,  evident  to  a  Demonflration,  that  our  Trade  and  Ma- 
nufadures  mufl  yearly  decreafe,  and  confequently  the  Number 
of  our  People  will  be  diminifhed  yearly,  and  the  Rents  of  all 
our  Land  Eflates  will  fmk  gradually,  from  whence  mufi  ne- 
ceffarily enfue  a  gradual  Decreafe  in  the  Produce  of  every 
one  of  our  prefent  Taxes ;  and  when  the  People  in  general 
come  to  feel  thefe  melancholy  EfRdls,  I  am  afraid,  all  Re- 
gard for  public  Credit  and  national  Faith  will  then  be 
fwaliowed  up  in  the  Ruins  of  the  Public,  and  Salus  Pcpuli 
eft  fuprenia  Lex  will  become  the  general  and  the  only  Cry. 

I  am  very  fenfible.  Sir,  that  the  Redudion  of  Interefl 
upon  all  public  Securities,  from  4  to  3  per  Cent,  will  fall 
heavy  upon,  and  will  be  grievouily  felt  by  thofe  who  have 
but  fmall  Capitals,  and  who  have  nothing  elfe  to  truit;  to 
for  a  Subfiltence,  but  that  Annuity  or  Interefl  they  have 
from  our  public  Funds.  I  have  as  great  a  CcmpafTion  for 
all  fuch  Perfons  as  any  Gentleman  of  this  Houfe  can,  or 
ought  to  have  ;  for  there  can  hardly  be  any  public  Mifchief 
but  what  mull  contribute  to  the  Advantage,  perhaps  to  the 
Subfillence,  of  fome  private  Men;  nor  can  there  be  ;iny 
Meafu.re  taken  for  the  public  Benefit  but  what  may  be  at- 
tended with  a  Lofs  to  fom.e  private  Men,  But  when  we 
are  conijdering  what  may  tend  to  the  Good  of  the  Nation 
i."-  general,  we  mufl  lay  afide  all  CompafTion  for  particular 
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Jfnn9  lo.  Cf3.  Perfons.  fo  far  as  it  happens  to  be  incorfiHent  with  the  pi:h. 

II.   I "36-7.    lie  Good.     Theonly  Rcgnrdweoiight  in  fuch  Cafes  to  li;.;.", 

.     v'~Y""%     I    is,    not   to  do   a   real  Injury    to  any    privnte  Per'bn  ;     and 

^*^    furely  it  cmnot   be   faid    to  be  doing  an  Injur}'  ro  any  'f 

the   public   Creditors,    to  borrow  Monty  at  3   per  Cent,    in 

order  to  pa.y  thofe   cfFfiril,   who  are  no:  wiliing  to   accept 

of  fuch   a  low   Intereft  as  the  reil  are  willing   to  accept 

of. 

Compaflion  therefore.  Sir,  can  be  of  no  Weight  in  the 
prefent  Queflion  ;  but  if  it  could,  it  ir.ull  fill  with  its  great- 
eft  Weight  upon  that  Side  where  the  Suffc;rers  are  the  moil 
ri'jn:erous,  and  the  Sufferings  the  mo!l  grievous.  By  conti- 
nuing the  prefent  Taxes  and  high  Rate  of  Intereft,  every 
Merchant,  every  Tradefman,  every  Laboarer,  in  ihort, 
every  Perfon  in  the  Kingdom,  will  fufF^r  fevercJy  ;  and  by 
the  Decay  of  our  Trade  many  will,  in  everv  fucceeding 
Year,  be  utterly  undone;  whereas,  by  the  Reducticn  of  In- 
tereft from  4  to  3  per  Cent,  no  Merchant,  no  Tradefman, 
no  Labourer,  as  iuch,  will  fuifer,  no  Man  will  be  utterly 
undone:  The  only  great  Sufferers  will  be  thofe  who  can 
very  well  bear  it,  I  mean  our  overgrown  rich  Stockholders, 
mofc  cf  whom  do  not  near  fpend  their  yearly  Income  from 
the  Funds  ;  and  even  as  to  thofe  who  have  but  frnall  Capi- 
tals, and  have  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to  for  a  Subfiftence,  no 
one  cf  them  can  be  utterly  undone  ;  for  many  of  them  will 
vithcut  Doubt,  take  their  Money  and  turn  it  into  fome 
Trade  or  Eufnefs,  which  will  be  an  Advantage  to  the  Na- 
tion in  general ;  and  thofe  who  are  grov.'n  too  old  far  en- 
tering into  any  Trade  or  Bufinefs,  can  be  ercpofcd  to  no 
other  Suffering,  except  that  cf  being  obliges  to  contract 
their  yearly  Expence,  which  they  may  the  more  eafiiy  do, 
becaufe  upon  abolifhing  fome  of  our  molt  heavy  Taxes,  all 
the  Necefi/irics,  as  well  as  all  the  Ccnvenienr.;c3  of  Life 
muTt  neceiTari'y  become  a  great  deal  cheaper  than  thev  are 
at  prefent.  From  whence  I  mu;l  conclude,  that  by  the 
Redufiion  of  Intereft,  a  few  Thzufands  will  fuiT-T,  or  tiiink 
they  fuiter,  by  their  not  being  ab.'e  to  heap  up  Riches  fo  r;ft, 
or  to  live  fo  luxurioufly  or  ccnvcr.iently,  ss  thty  might  cther- 
■wi.'e  have  done;  but  by  continuing  our  Tnxes,  and  the  pre- 
fer,* high  Rate  cf  Intereft,  Millicfis  will  fuffer,  and  Hun- 
dred: of  'Tko-ufands  will  at  laft  be  utterly  undone  ;  and  from 
this,  which  is  certainly  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  I  leave 
to  every  Gentleman  that  hears  me,  to  ccnfiJcr,  upon  which 
Side  cf  the  Queftion,  our  Compaliion,  even  Vvith  refpcft  to 
private  Men,  ought  to  fail  with  its.greateft  Weight. 


But,  Sir,  that  everv  Sort  cf  Dhtrcfs  may  be  or; 
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rr.uch  aspcfiible,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  that  the  F'iiblic  ,Tiav 
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be  enabled  to  take  tvcry  poffible  Method  to  raife  Money  for  Anm  lO.  Ges, 

reduci;;g  the  Incerell  of  the  public  Funds,  or  paying  off  II.  1736-7. 
lliofe  who  wii!  not  accept  of  a  lefs  Intereft  than  they  have  V,/~Y"X-i' 
at  prefciit,  I  think  Books  oF  Subfcription  fhou!d  likewife  be 
opened  for  the  S.ile  of  Annuities  for  Terms  of  Years  to  all 
Sorts  of  Perfons,  or  fov  Life  to  fuch  Perfons  as  are  not 
Foreigner?,  nor  under  the  Age  of  44  or  45,  at  fuch 
Rates  as  this  Houfe  fhall  deem  reafonable,  iuppcfing  the 
Rate  of  Jntereil  not  to  be  above  3  per  Cent.  As  the  Cir- 
cumllances,  Humours,  and  Inclinations  of  Mankind  are 
various  and  very  different,  there  may  be  fome  Perfons  who 
\vould  chufe  to  purchafe  fuch  Annuities,  rather  than  to  lend 
their  Money  at  3  per  Cent,  therefore  the  Public  would  cer- 
tainly reap  fome  Bc.icilt  from  this  Alternative;  and  a  great 
Jnany  of  thofe  Annulianis  who  have  but  fmall  Capitals, 
and  are'  too  f:r  r-.ivanced  in  Years,  for  engaging  in  any 
Sort  rf  Trade  cf  Biifinefs,  Would  have  an  Opportur4ity  cf 
Increafing,  inllead  of 'dimihifhing  their  prefent  yearly  In- 
c6;:ie.  ,    ., 

I  have  now,  Sir,  explained,  as  fully  as  I  am  able,  the 
Scheme  I  have  thougi.t  of  for  an  immediate  Redudicn  of 
Intereft  upon  all  the  ocuih  Sea  Annuities,  and  I  have  givea 
you  my  Re-.funs  for  tliipking  it  pratlicable  ;  but  fuppofe 
I  fhould  be  difappointed  ;  fuppofe  that,  upon  opening  iuch 
Rooks  cf  Subicription  as  I  iiavc  mentioned,,  no  Man  lh.;uld 
come  in  to  fubfcribe  eicher  Stock  or  Money  at  an  Interefl 
of  3  per  Cent.  wh:\t  Harm  can  enfue  either  to  the  Public 
or  to  sny  private  Man?  The  Annuitants  will  remain  upon 
the  fame  Footing  they  were  on  before  this  Propofition  was 
mentioned,  or  the  Scheme  attempted^:  They  will  continue 
to  enjoy  their  4 /fr  Cf;;/..  Interell  till  the  Parliament  can 
pay  them  off;  and  if  it  be  an  Advantage  not  to  be  foon 
paid  off,  the  Price  of  their  Annuities  wi.i  rather  rife  than 
fall,  upon  its  being  made  apparent  to  the  World,  by  an 
Experiment,  that  the  Parliament  has  no  Way  of  paying 
them  off  but  by  the  regular  Application  of  the  Sinkins;- 
Tund.  Then  as  to  the  Public,  I  cannot  io  much  as  fuggcft 
to  myfelf  any  Prejudice  that  can  enfue  from  the  total  Mif- 
giving  of  this  Schen-ic ;  for  furely  no  Man  can  have  the 
worfe  Opinion  of  our  ?vlanagement,  on  account  of  our  en- 
deavouring to  borrov/  Money  at  3  per  Cent,  in  order  to  pay 
off  thofe  Debts  for  which  we  pay  4;  but  on  the  contrary, 
if  we  fhould  make  no  fuch  Attempt,  when  there  is  fuch  2 
Probability  of  our  meeting  at  lealt  with  fome  Succcfs,  it 
will,  in  my  Opinion,  rrsaiic  the  v.'hole  World  conceive  <a 
b:d  Opinion  of  our  Coriduct,  v/hicli  can  no  Way  m'd  to 
our 'Credit;    and  it  vviH  ir^ake  the   whole  Nation  Lc'ifvc, 
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Anno  i6.  Geo.  that  the  Intereft  of  the  public  Creditors  in  partkular  has 
ir.  1736-7.  go^  by  fomc  unjuftifiable  Means,  a  greater  Influence  in  this 
i>*-Y"\i  Houfe,  than  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  in  general :  If  fuch 
an  Opinion  {hould  prevail,  the  Confequences  might  be 
fatal  to  the  Principal  as  well  as  the  Intereft  of  our  public 
Debts  i  for  from  fuch  an  Opinion  the  People  would  na- 
turally conclude,  that  they  muft  for  ever  be  loaded  with 
heavy  Taxes,  in  order  that  the  public  Creditors  might  en- 
joy a  high  Intereft,  and  that  either  the  Nation  or  the  pub- 
lic Creditors  muft  be  utterly  undone.  In  fuch  a  Dilem- 
ma it  is  eafy  to  fee  which  Side  the  People  would  chufe  ; 
and  an  enraged  People  have  feldom  any  great  Regard  ei- 
ther to  public  Credit  or  public  Faith. 

This  is  a   Confequence,  Sir,  which  I  dread  to  mention, 
which  I  dread  to  think  of;  but  it  is  a  ConTequenr.e,  which, 
in  my  Opinion,   is  unavoidable,   unlefs  fome   Meafures  be 
fpeedily  taken  for  reducing  the  Intereft,  and  for  eafing  the 
People  of  fome  of  thofe  heavy  Taxes  of  which  they  have 
fo  long  in  I'ain  complained.     There  are  many  of  the  pub- 
lic Creditors,  I  know,  who  feem  highly  difpleafed  with  me, 
for  making  any   Sort  of  Propofition  towards  reducing  the 
Intereft  payable  upon  any  of  the  public  Funds;    but  I  caa 
with   the  utmoft   Sincerity  declare,  that  my  turning  my 
Thoughts  this  Way,  proceeded  from  a  Regard  for  them,  as 
well  as  from  a  Regard  for  my  Country  ;  and  if  the  Scheme 
I  have  now  propofed,  or  fome  fuch  a  one,  be  not  fpeedily 
put  in  Execution,  I  am  fully  convinced  they  will  in  a  few 
Years  have  Reafon  to  wifh  my  Scheme  had  met  with  Suc- 
cefs,  and  will  then  acknowledge  their  being  obliged  to  me 
for  having  endeavoured  to  prevent  their  impending  Ruin. 
At  prefent  I  am  very  eafy  about  what  fome  of  them  majf 
fay  or  think  ;  for  I  fhall  always  direft  my  Conduft  in  this 
Houfe  by  that  which,  in  my  own  Confcience,  I  think  jufi: 
and  right,  without  any  Regard  to  the  falfe  Glofles  which 
fome  People,  from  fellifti  Motives,  or    miftaken  Notions, 
may  put  upon  it.     Truth  will  always  at  laft  appear  in  its 
full  Splendor ;  and  as  I  am  convinced  what  I  have  now  ex- 
plained to  you,  will  contribute  towards  the  Good  of  the 
Public,  and  confequcntly  towards   the  true  Intereft  of  the 
Creditors  of  the  Public,  at  leaft  of  fuch  of  them  as  are 
Natives  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  that  Reafon  muft  have 
an  Intereft  in,  and  may,  I  hope,  be  fuppofed  to  have  a  Re- 
gard for,  every  Thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  Happinefs 
of  Great  Britain;  therefore  I  fhall  conclude  with  making 
you  this  Motion,  That,  &c. 

To  this  it  was  aniV/ered  in  Subftance  as  follows,  'vix. 
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Sir,  Anno  lo.  Qeo. 

I  am  extremely  forry  to  find  myfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of    II.  1736  7. 
oppofing  the  Scheme  now  laid  before  you.     lam  perfaaJed    \_y^'^^r''>s^ 
the  honourable  Gentleman  would  neither  have  thought  of  Alderman 
it,  nor  propofed  it,  if  he  had  not  imagined  it  would  contri-  Heathcotey 
bute  both  to  the  Good  of  the  Public,  and  the  Good  of  the  Peter  Burrel, 
Creditors ;    but  as  I   think  it  will  tend  to  the  Prejudice  of  Efq  j 
both,  I  am  therefore,  for  the  fame  Reafons,  obliged  to  op-  Mr.  HoUen, 
pofe  it.     I  wifh  with  all  my  Heart  we  were  in  a  Condition  Sir  Charles 
to  pay  off,  honourably  and  fairly,  all  the  Debts  due  by  the  Wager, 
Public,  and  to  give  the  People  an  immediate  Relief  from  all  General 
thole  Taxes  which  are  appropriated   to  the   Payment   of  IFade, 
Principal  and  Interell;   but  as  it  is  impoffible  to  do  this  at  Air.  Oj/>- 
once,  as   there    is  no  Way  of  paying  off  our   Debts,   or  ihorpe, 
aboliihing  our  Taxes,   but  by   Degrees,  by  Means  of  the  /i/;._  Kni-'ht' 
Sinking  Fund  ;  and  as  this  is  a  certain  Way  of  paying  oif, 
in  a  few  Years,  all  our  Debts,  and  freeing  the  People  from 
almofl  all  thofe  Taxes,  which  have  been  made  perpetual  bv 
Parliament,   I  (hall  always  be  fearful   of  coming  into  any 
Scheme  which  may  diflurb,  and  perhaps  entirely  difappoinc 
that  certain  and  regular  Method  we  are  now  in,  whatever 
plaufible  Appearances  it  may  have  at  firft  \'iew. 

To  reduce  the  Intereft  payable  upon  all,  or  any  Part  of 
our  public  Debts,  and  thereby  to  add  to  tlie  yearly  Produce 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  or  to  enable  us  to  annihilate  a  Part  of 
it,  by  abolifhing  fome  of  our  moft  heavy  Taxes,  is  a  Pro- 
jefl,  Sir,  which  at  firft  View  feems  mighty  alluring.  \t\. 
private  Life,  a  Gentleman  who  had  a  large  Mortgage  upon 
his  Eftate,  would  think  himfelf  highly  obliged  to  a  Man 
who  (hould  ofi^er  to  put  him  in  a  Way  of  reducing  the  In-^ 
tereft  payable  upon  that  Mortgage,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  live  better  than  he  did  before,  or  to  pay  cfFthe  Mortgage, 
and  clear  his  Eitate  fooner  than  he  could  ctherwife  do ;  bat 
if,  upon  examining  this  Projedl,  he  fliould  find  Reafon  to 
believe,  he  might  be  difappointed  as  to  the  raifing  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  Sum  at  a  lefs  Intereft,  and  that  the  Attempt  would 
certainly  exafperate  all  his  old  Creditors,  and  excite  every 
one  of  them  to  file  Bills  of  Foreclofure  againlt  him,  by 
which  his  Eftate  might  be  brought  to  immediate  Sale  at  a 
bad  Market,  and  he  and  his  Family  brought  to  utter  Per- 
dition; he  might,  perhaps,  thank  his  Friend  for  liis  kind 
Offer,  but  furely  he  would  be  a  Madman,  if  he  fnoul.l  em- 
brace it,  or  openly  attempt  to  carry  the  Projccl  into  Exec.i- 
tion.  This  I  take  to  be  our  Cafe  at  prefcnt;  but  before  I 
endeavour  to  fhew  the  Probability,  or  the  Danger  of  t.^ur 
being  difappointed,  I  fiiall  beg  Leave  to  corjfider  a  iicle 
Wiiat  the  Hon,  Gentleman    lias  faid   about    tr.i-  i;r.e;r:'t  nf 
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■^r.m  lo.  G(o.  Money,  and  the  Influence  it  has  upon  our  Trade,  Manu- 
il.  J  736-7.  failures,  and  Navigation,  and  upon  the  Improvement  of 
K.y^'Y"\^    cur  Land  Ellates. 

I  fhall  Egree  with  him,  Sir,  That  in  a  Country  where  the 
Interell  of  Money  is  at  too  high  a  Rate,  there  can  be  lit- 
tle or  no  Trade,  or  Improvement  of  Land ;  becaufe  it  is 
a  certain  Sign,  there  is  little  or  no  Money  in  that  Coun- 
try ;  and  without  Money  no  Sort  of  Trade  can  be  carried 
on,  nor  any  Land  Improvements  made  :  But,  I  hope,  it 
wiil  Jikevviie  be  granted,  that  the  Intereil  of  Money  may- 
be coo  low  as  well  as  too  high  ;  for  thofe  who  have  more 
iv:Ioney  than  they  can  employ  .in  any  Trade  or  Bufinefs, 
ougijt  to  be  allowed  to  make  fome  Profit  by  lending  it;  in 
oidtr  to  tempt  thtm  not  to  hoard,  or  to  hide  their  Talents 
in  the  Earth,  but  to  lend  them  to  thofe  who  can  employ 
them  to  Advantage  in  fome  Sort  of  Trade  or  Bufinefs ;  and 
the  Hopes  of  getting  a  moderate  Intereil  or  Profit  for  A^o- 
liey,  wiii  always  be  a  great  Incitement  to  Men  of  all  Ranks 
and  Conditions,  to  get  and  to  fave  as  much  as  they  can. 
/  "What  do  Men  engage  in  Trade  for  ?   What  do  they  toil  and 

fatigue,  and  fave  for,  during  the  greatell  Part  of  their 
Lives,  but  to  provide  a  comfortable  and  eafy  Subfiilence  and 
Relief  for  the  Infirmities  of  old  Age  ?  And  after  they  have 
done  fo,  what  do  they  continue  their  Toil  and  their  Saving 
for,  but  to  fatisfy  their  Ambition  by  eftablifhing  and  enrish- 
ipg  their  Families  ?  If  they  could  make  little  or  no  Ufe  of 
their  Money  after  they  have  got  it  and  faved  it,  no  Man 
would  toil,  no  iMan  would  carry  on  any  Trade  or  Manu- 
fadure  farther  than  was  abfoluteiy  neccirary  for  his  daily 
and  immediate  Subfirtencc.  Therefore  to  encourage  Men 
to  engage  in  Trade,  or  to  lend  their  Money  to  thofe  that 
will,  to  encour^ige  Men  to  get  and  to  lave  Money,  it  is  ab- 
Icliiieiy  neceiLry  ro  leave  them  in  a  Condition  of  receiving 
fome  Prof  t  or  Benefit  from  their  Moryry  afcer  they  have  got 
it  and  faved  it ;  and  this  Profit  mull  be  great  or  Imall  ac- 
cording to  the  Circunifiances  of  the  Country  where  they 
are,  and  accoiding  to  the  Humour  and  Inclinations  of  the 
People,  among  whom  that  Profit  is  to  be  fet:led  or  regulated. 

A  vtry  low  Ri.te  of  Intereil  for  Money,  Sir,  is  io  far 
from  being  the  Origin  cr  hrll;  Caufe  of  a  fiourilliing  Trade, 
that  a  flounfiung  Trade  is  always  the  Caufe  of  a  low  Rate 
of  Inreieu"  ;  tnd  in  evciy  Country,  their  Trade  mult  have 
flourillicd  f^r  Icmc  coiilidcr^.h^e  Time  before  the  Rate  of 
Intereil  in  thiit  Country  can  be  brought  veiy  low.  The 
fiiii:  Ongin  of  Iracle  in  every  Countiy  is  owing  to  a  well- 
rtgulaicd  Conilitutioii,  aixi  a  prudent  .IdiViinjifration  cf 
fuLiiic  Ailair?,  which  Acvantr^^s   may  be  veiy  much  im- 
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proved   hy  concurring  Accidents.     In  this  Country,  before  ^,.,;;/,  j  ^  Q^g 
the  Reign  of  Ht^iry  VII.  tiio'  our  Conltitution  had  a  Face    I[    i~-^f^ 
of  Liberty,  yet  that  Liberty  wasalmoll  entirely  con;ined  to    .  yi/^/'j 
the   noble  and  great  Families,   under  whom    moft  cf  the 
Commons  lived  in  a  Sort  of  Bondage  or  Dependance  ;  (o 
that  our  Conftitution,  tho'  fiee,  was  not  very  vv-ell  adarited 
to  the  Encouragement  of  Trade  ;    and  the  continual   Wars  , 

we  were  engaged  in  from   the    Conqueft   till    that   Time, 
made  the  Spirit  of  the  Nation  run   more  upon  the  Aris  of 
War  than  of  Peace  j  but  that  wife  King  having  very  much 
broke  the  Power  and  the  Influence  of  our  noble  Families, 
and  eftablifhicd  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Com.mons, 
cur  Trade  began  even  in  his  Reign  to  rear  its  Plead  ;    and 
the  wife  and  long  Reign  of  Q^Elizabeth  eftabiifhcd  what 
her  Father  and  Grandfatlier  had  begun  ;  for  in  her  Reien, 
which  upon  this  Occafon  ought  to  be  particularly  remarked, 
our   Trade    flourilhed  more,  and   increafed  faller,   than    it 
ever  did  in  any  the  like  Period  before  or  fince,  tho'  the  In- 
ttrc&  of  Money  was   then  at  lo  per  Ce^it.  at  which  Rate  it 
continued    till  the    ziii  o^  James  I.   when  it  was  brouglit 
down  to  8 ;    and   at   that  Rate  it  continued   till  after  tne 
Refloration,     when   it  was  reduced    to  6  per   Cent,    from 
whence  'tis  plain  the  Eftablifhment  and  Profperity  of  Trade 
do  not  proceed  from  a  low  Rate  of  Interefi:,  but  that  a  low 
Rate  of  Intereft  proceeds  from  the  Ellablifhment  and  Prof- 
perity of  Trade ;  and  the  common  Rite  of  Interell  having 
ever  fince  been  upon  the  Decline,  is   to  me  a  convincinp- 
Proof,    that   our  Trade  has  been  ever  fince  that  Time  in  a 
flourifliing  Condition,  and  increafiog  daily  rather  than  de- 
creafing. 

For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  mufl  think  it  a  litt.'e  odu  to  heir 
fome  Gentlemen  pretend,  our  Trade  is  row,  ?.nd  has  been 
for  fome  Years,  in  a  declining  State,  and  yet  at  th«  fame 
Time  infili,  that  within  thefe  lo  Years  the  Intereil  of  hlo~ 
rey  has  fmk  from  4  to  3  per  Cevf  for  I  mail  obferve  that 
this  pieteiiiled  Fall  of  Ir.terell  h  greater  in  Proportion  thin 
what  happened  in  that  long  r.\ii  tor  the  moll.  Part  hippy 
Period  of  'I'ime,  from  the  37^1  of  H^nry  \  iJL  to  the  2  i  il 
of  "James  1.  t!ie  former  bein:''  o'le  fourth,  v-'I'-ce-is  the  latter 
was  but  on"  f.fth^  Surely  if  our  Fradc  had  been  upon  the 
Decline,  our  naricTal  Stock  of  reidy  Money  wou'J  have 
diminiflied  in  Proportion  ;  and  if  cur  Stock  of  rc.~,d/  Alo- 
ney  had  been  diminiih^d,  the  certain  Confequep.ee  v/ould 
have  been,  an  Increafc  cf  the  natural  Intercif  of  Money. 
'J'herefore,  either  our  I'rade  is  in  a  flaurifhing  Condition, 
or  the  natural  Interell  of  Monev  muft  be  higher  than  it  was 
?.o  Years  ago.  If  our  'i'rade  be  in  a  (louiilliing  Condititin, 
E  e  e   z  it 
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^>f;7»3  10.  Geo.  it  would  be  dr.ngcrous,  and  confequently  imprudent,  to 
ll.i-r^Sr.  take  any  new  Meafure  for  rendering  it  more  flourifhing, 
left  that  new  Meafure  fliould  ha\'e  a  contrary  EfFedt;  and 
if  the  natural  Interell:  of  Money  be  higher  than  it  was 
10  Years  ago,  it  will  be  impofiible  for  us  to  reduce  the  In- 
tereft  payable  upon  any  of  the  public  Funds,  without  Fraud 
or  Compulfion  ;  neither  of  which  we  can  make  ufe  of, 
without  a  Breach  of  National  Honour  and  Parliamentary 
Faith. 

But  I  am  convinced,  Sir,  our  Trade  is  ftill  in  a  flourifh- 
ing Condition,  and  I  am  of  Opinion  a  further  Redudlion 
c{  Interell,  unlefs  the  Circumllances  of  the  Nation  Ihould 
very  much  alter,  will  tend  towards  a  thorough  Change, 
rather  than  Improvement  of  that  Condition.  The  prefent 
Rate  of  Interell  is  fo  low,  it  can  no  way  injure  our  Trade  ; 
for  in  this  Country,  as  well  as  every  other,  moll  Men  will 
chearfully  engage  in  and  carry  on  any  Branch  of  Trade, 
if  they  can  make  but  i  or  2  per  Cetit.  nett  Profit  of  their 
Money  in  that  Trade,  more  than  they  can  make  by  lending 
their  Money  out  at  Interell.  We  are  not  to  prefume. 
People  put  a  higher  Value  upon  their  Labour  and  their 
Trouble  in  this  Country,  than  they  do  in  Holland,  becaufe 
the  Rate  of  Interell  is  higher  here  than  there;  if  there  is 
any  Difference,  it  mull  proceed  from  the  different  Nature 
of  the  People,  and  not  from  the  Difference  of  Interell  ; 
and  as  the  Difference  of  Interell  is  not  above  1  per  Cent. 
it  can  give  them  no  Advantage  in  Trade,  at  leail  not  fuch 
an  Advantage  as  can  be  equal  to  the  many  Advantages  WQ 
have  in  other  Refpefts  over  them. 

I  am  therefore  of  Opinion,  Sir,  that  our  prefent  Rate  of 
Interell  can  no  Way  injure  our  Trade;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, that  it  is  no  more  than  what  feems  neceffary  in  this 
Kingdom,  for  prompting  our  People  to  engage  in  Trade 
and  to  be  indullrious ;  becaufe  by  fo  doing  they  may  pro- 
bably get  fuch  a  £um  of  Money  as  may,  by  being  laid  out 
at  Intereft,  afford  them  a  comfortable  Subfiftence,  when  they 
are  old  and  pail  their  Labour ;  which  is  what  very  few 
could  exped,  if  the  Interell:  of  Money  were  much  lower 
tiian  it  is  at  prefent;  and  if  a  Man  fhou'd  in  his  Youth 
defpair  of  ever  being  able  to  provide  a  comfortable  Sub- 
jillence  for  old  Age,  he  would  never  think  of  faving,  he 
would  think  only  of  getting  as  much  as  was  neceffary  for 
his  daily  Subfjllcnce,  and  v.ould  never  engage  either  in  La- 
bour or  Trade  farther  than  he  found  ablolutcly  neceffary 
for  that  Purpofe,  according  to  the  frugal  or  extravagant 
Manner  he  chofe  to  live  in. 

To  this  I  mull  add   another   ConHderation,   for  fnewing 
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that  the  Interefl  of  Money  may  be  too  low,  and  that  is,  the  Jnm  lo.  Geo, 
great   Encouragement  which  is  thereby  given   to  Luxury     H. 1-36-7. 
and   Extravagance  ;    for  as  too  high  an  Interefl;  encourages   v^^v^vj 
the  Luxury  and  Extravagance   of  the  Lender,  too  low  ah 
Intereft  will  always  encourage  the  Luxury  and  Extravagance 
of  thofe    who  have  either    Credit  or  Pledge  upon  which 
they  can  borrow.     Therefore,  I  mult  think  it  is  not  a  very 
low  Lnereft,   but  a  moderate  Interell,  that  is  the   Parent 
both  of  Induiky  and  Frugality  ;  and  what  ought  to  be  cal- 
led a  moderate  Intereft  in  any  Country,  mult  depend  upon 
the  Circumftances,   the  Humours,  and    the   Inclinations  of 
the  People, 

From  thefe  Confideratlons  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  the 
Lowering  of  Inrerell  would  be  hurtful  initead  of  being  be- 
neficial to  our  Trade  J  and  I  may,  I  think,  declare  my 
Opinion  the  more  bold'y,  becaufe,  1  find,  the  famous  Mr. 
Locke  was  of  the  fame  Opinion,  and  was  therefore  againll 
the  Lowering  of  Literelt  in  his  Time,  tho'  it  was  then  at 
6 per  Cent.  For  a  Project  having  been  offered,  in  the  Year 
i6qi  ,  for  reducing  the  national  Intereft,  in  order  to  enable 
the  Government  to  borrow  Money  at  an  eafier  Rate  for  the 
Expences  of  the  War,  that  great  Man  wrote  a  Pamphlet 
againll  it,  which  is  fiill  extant,  and  reprinted  with  his  other 
Works.  But  as  the  Jow  Rate  of  Interefl:  in  Holland  has 
been  much  infilled  on,  and  reprefented  as  a  great  i^dvan- 
tage  they  have  over  us  in  Trade,  it  lays  me  under  a  Ne- 
celfity  of  confidering  the  Difference  between  what  may  be 
called  a  moderate  Interefl:  in  one  Country,  and  that  which 
may  be  called  a  moderate  Interefl  in  another  ;  which,  as 
I  have  faid,  depends  not  only  on  the  Circumiiances,  but  the 
Humours  and  Inclinations  of  the  People. 

In  Holland  they  have  little  or  no  Land,  their  chief  Fund 
is  Money  ;  and  as  their  rich  Men  have  little  or  no  ether 
Riches  but  Money,  there  can  be  few  or  no  Borrowers 
among  them,  but  fuch  as  have  a  iVIind  to  employ  it  ia 
Trade;  for  a  rich  extravagant  Man,  whofe  Riches  confiil 
only  in  Money,  can  have  no  Occafion  to  borrow  ;  as  long 
as  his  iMoney  laits,  he  makes  ufe  of  it  for  fuppiying  his 
Ex'trav:igancc,  and  when  his  Money  is  gone,  he  has  neither 
Pledge  nor  Credit  whereon  to  borrow;  therefore  no  extra- 
vagant Men  can  be  Borrowers  in  UJIajid,  and  a  Man  who 
borrows  Money  to  be  e.Tip'.cycd.  in  Tr;;cie,  neither  can  nor 
will  give  a  higli  Interci't  for  it.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
this  Country,  our  cnicf  l""und  is  Land,  v/luch  mull  r.hvr.ys 
be  the  Occahon  of  cur  liavin^-;  a  grtat  Number  of  Bor- 
rowers, who  borrow  Money  only  for  fuppiying  their  own 
L;aravagar.cc,  or  for  attoning  for  lI;c  E-Xtruvagance  of  tlieir 
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J.nmio.Gfo,  Ancefiors;  for  every  landed  Man  who  is  extravagant,  or 
II.  1736-7.  who  fucceeds  to  an  extravagint  Anceftor,  is  long  a  Bor- 
rower, and  perhaps  for  large  Sums,  before  he  becomes  a 
Seller.  From  hence  we  may  fee,  that  the  natural  Interelt 
of  Money  in  this  Kingdom  mull  always  exceed  that  in 
Holland,  till  fuch  Time  as  the  total  Value  of  our  Mo- 
ney Eftates  exceeds  the  total  Va'ue  of  our  Land  Eftates, 
as  far  as  the  former  exceeds  the  1  itter  in  Holland.  There- 
fore, from  this  Difference  in  our  Circumilances,  4  per 
Ce?it.  may  be  a  very  moderate  Rate  of  Intereft  in  this 
Kingdom,  and  yet  3  per  Cent,  may  be  an  extravagant  Rate 
in  Holla7id. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Humours  and  Inclinations  of  the 
People,  it  mult  be  granted,  that  our  People  neither  do,  nor 
can  live  fo  penurioully,  as  the  Generality  of  the  People  of 
Holland  diO;  therefore  a  Dutchman  may  live,  as  he  may 
tliink,  comfortably  upon  -i^perCent.  for  his  Money,  whereas 
no  Man  of  this  Country  would  propofe  to  live  upon  fuch  a 
Sum,  unlefs  he  could  have  4  per  Cent,  for  it  at  leaft.  For 
this  Reafon  an  Intereft  of  3  per  Cent,  in  Holland  may  be 
f'lfficient  for  prompting  their  People  to  engage  in  Trade, 
and  to  get  and  fave  as  much  as  they  can  by  their  Induftry, 
in  order  to  provide  for  old  Age  and  Infirmities;  and  yet  4 
per  Cent,  may  be  the  leaft  that  is  neceffary  for  the  lame 
Purpofes,  with  refpeft  to  the  People  of  this  Country. 
And  with  regard  to  thofe  who  are  apt  to  borrow,  in  order 
to  fupply  their  Extravagancies,  I  have  already  fhewn 
there  can  be  few  or  none  fuch  in  Holland;  therefore,  with 
them  there  is  in  this  way  no  Danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  Lownefs  of  their  Intereft;  but  in  this 
Country,  we  have  in  this  way  a  great  deal  to  appre- 
hend, if  we  fiiould  ever  reduce  cur  Intereft  too  low. 
^''hus  it  muft  appear,  that  if  Lownefs  of  Intereft  be  an 
Advantage  in  Trade,  it  is  a  natural  Advantage  the  Dutch 
have  from  the  Circamftances  of  their  Country,  and 
from  the  Nature  of  their  People;  and  that  it  is  an  Ad- 
vantage we  cannot  t:.ke  from  them,  without  doing  cur- 
felves  an  Injury  of  a  worfe  Confeauence  in  another  Way  ; 
bat  fir  this  very  Reafon  we  have  many  Advantages  over 
thern,  and  fuch  as  greatly 'over-balance  this  one  Advantage 
they  have  of  us.  From  our  Lands  we  have,  or  may  have, 
Provifions  fufHcient  for  all  our  Workmen,  and  almoft  all 
tiie  Materials  neceflriry  for  any  Sort  of  Manufa'Sure,  from 
the  iiilt  Produdlion  of  Nature  to  the  utmoft  l^erfedlion  of 
Art ;  whereas  they  have  within  themfelves  neither  the 
Materials  for  any  Manufacture,  nor  Provifi  jns  for  any  of 
liieir  Workmen,  {q  that  both  muft  come  dearer  to  them,  by 
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*t  leaft  the  Freight,  and  other  Charges  of  trarifpoitlng  them  Anno  lo,  GcX 
from  one    Country   to  another:  And   from  tlie  Natuie  of    II.  1736-7, 
our  People,   we   have    likewife  an  Advantage  ;  for  as  our  i^V^'V'sl,/ 
People  live  better,  they  work  with  greater  Spirit,  and  more 
Alacrity  than  their  People  can  do,  and,  confequently,  mull  ' 

do  a  great  deal  of  more  Work  in  a  Day's  Time.     Let  us, 
therefore,  think  of  improving   thofe    Advantages    Nature 
has  given  us ;   for  if  we  negleft  ihein,  in  order  to  catch  at 
thole  which  Nature  has  given   to  others,  we  fhall  Joie  the 
Bird  in  Hand  by  endeavouring  to  catch  at  that  in  the  Bufh. 
As  to  our  Neighbours  the  Ire:uh,  I   am  furprized  to  hear 
it  faid  they  have  any  Advantage  over  us,   with  Regard  to 
the  Incereft  of  Money.     The  legal  Rate  of  Intcrelt  in  thr.t 
Country  is  i:s  high  as  it  is  in  this ;  and  the  natural  Intereft 
of  Money,  tt  iealt  upon  their  public  Securities,  is,  I  am  fure, 
much  higucr.     Nor  have  they  any  natural  Advantage  ia 
Trade  over  us  worth  mentioning,  except  that  of  the  frugal 
and  per.urioiis  Temper  of  their  People,  efpecially  their  La- 
bourers ar.u  Manuradurers,  for  the  freight  of  a  Ship  from 
any  Port  in  E-igland  to  Spain  or    'turkey,  is  very   near   as 
cheap  as   from  atiy  Port  of  France,  at  leall  the  DifFeience 
can  h.ve  no  Iniluenje  upon  a  rich  Cargo;  and  if  it  could, 
the  Expence  of  carrying  their  Goods   to   their    Port  for 
Export,  is  generally  much  higher  mFrance\}ciZn  in  Englci7idy 
which  will  more  th'in  atone  for  any  Difference  there   may 
he  in  the  Freight :   And  for  the  fame  Reafon  a  Quantity  of 
^pa?iijh    Wool    may  always  come  cheaper   to    the    Manu- 
facturer in  England,  than  the  fame  Quantity   can  come  to 
the  Manufadlurer   in   France.      But  then,   as  to  the  Advan- 
tages we  have  over  them,  they  are  innumerable,  and  the 
fingle  one  of  our  Wool,  is  fach  a  one  as  we  may,  by  proper 
Caie  and    Diligence,   make   infurmountable  ;  for  the  more 
careful  and  diligent  we  are  in  preventing  its   Exportation, 
the  greater  the  Rifk  of  exporting  it  will  be,  and  the  greater 
tlie  Kifk,  the  higher  its  Price  will  be  \vi  France  ;   fo  that  r.t 
lull  we  may  raiie  its  Price  fo  high,  as  to  make  it  impofTible 
for  their  Manufadurers  to  work  it  up  with  any  Advantage, 
Now,  Sir,  with  Regard  to  our  Taxes,  as  I  have  laid  be- 
fore,   I  wifn  we  could  immediately  get   free  of  them,  but 
they  mull:  all  be  continued,  or  our  Debts  mull  remain    un- 
paid  ;   the  more  of  them  we  aboiilh,    before  all  cur  Debts 
are  paid,  the    longer  we  mull  remain  under  thofe  that  ars 
rot  abolillied.      I  do  not  know  but  fome  of  the  Materials 
for  Manufadure,  and  fome  of  the   Provifions  neccffary  for 
\:Sz,  may,  by   Means  cf  our  Taxe?,    be   rendered   dearer 
than  they  would  othcrwife  be.      Ilowtver,  it  cannot  be  laid, 
that  either   the  Dutch  or  the  F,c/!ch  have  in  thii  the  Ad- 
vent- t;3 
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Anno  10.  Ceo.  vantage  of  us ;  for  in  both  thefe  Countries  their  Taxes  are 
Il.i'7'^6  7.  ^s  numerous  and  as  heavy  as  they  are  in  this,  and  in  France^ 
j^-y--.^  '  '^'^  certain,  the  Method  of  coUeding  them  is  much  more 
grievous ;  therefore,  if  Provifions,  Wages,  or  Labour,  be 
dearer  in  tbis  Country  than  in  France  or  Hollo.jid,  it  muft 
proceed  from  there  being  a  greater  Plenty  of  Money  in 
tliis  Country  than  in  either  of  the  other  two  :  This,  I  be- 
lie/e,  is  rcali'y  the  Caie,  with  refpeft  to  all  the  Counties 
■rc.ir  Lar.dou ;  and  as  ibr  our  remote  Counties,  I  believe, 
Proviiions,  Wages,  and  Labour,  are  as  cheap  in  them  as  in 
any  Pait  of  France,  and  much  cheaper  than  in  any  Fart  of 
the  United  Pro-vinces.  From  all  which,  I  muil  conclude, 
that  neither  the  Duich  nor  the  French  have  any  Advantage 
of  us  in  Trade  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  we  have,  upon 
the  Balance,  a  great  Advantage  of  both  ;  and  from  hence, 
as  v.'ell  as  from  the  prefent  low  Rate  of  Intereft,  I  think  I 
have  Reafon  to  believe  our  Trade  is  now  as  extenfive  as 
ever  it  was ;  tho'  it  neither  does  nor  can  now  increafe  {o 
fait  as  it  did  in  its  Infancy,  nor  can  the  Profits  from  any 
Branch  of  Trade  be  now  {o  great  as  when  that  Channel 
was  lirft  opened.  It  is  not  nov/,  indeed,  fo  eafy,  for  a  Man 
to  get  into  a  Method  of  growing  rich,  or  to  heap  up  Riches 
io  fad,  by  Trade,  as  it  was  50  or  a  100  Years  ago  ;  but  this 
proceeds  from  the  Nature  and  certain  Conlequences  of 
Things,  and  not  from  any  Decay  of  Trade;  yet  this  is,  I 
believe,  tlie  chief  Ground  of  all  our  Complaints,  and  the 
foie  Rcvroa  mofl:  People  have  for  imagining  our  Trade  in 
general  to  be  upon  the  Decline. 

I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  now  made  it  appear,  that  the  pre- 
fent low  Rate  cf  Intereft  can  have  no  bad  Influence  upon 
our  Trade,  and  that  therefore  it  would  be  imprudent  and 
dangerous  for  us  to  take  any  extraordinary  Meaiures  for 
reducing  it,  but  that  we  ought  to  let  Things  go  in  their 
natural  and  prefent  Ccurfe,  till  the  total  Value  of  cur  mo- 
ricy'd  L':la:ej  has  begun  to  exceed  that  of  our  Lands  ;  and 
then  I  make  no  Doubt  but  the  Intereft  of  Aloney,  upon  all 
Sorts  of  Securities,  will  fall  of  itfelf,  and  without  our  taking 
any  extraordinary  Meafures  to  enforce  it.  I  fhal!  next 
examine  what  Effefl  a  Redudion  of  Intereft  would  liave  on 
our  Lands ;  and  here  I  muft  obierve,  our  Landed  Gentle- 
men are  extremely  miftaken,  if  they  think  the  Price  of 
their  Lands  will  always  rife  in  Proportion  to  the  Fall  of 
Intereft.  If  Land  fells  for  20  Years  Purchafe  when  Intereft 
is  at  5  /'c-r  Cent,  he  would  find  himfelf  very  far  out  in  his 
Calculation,  who  fiiould  imagine  that  if  Intereft  could  be 
reduced  to  i  fc'>'  Cent,  he  might  get  ico  Years  Purchafe 
for  his  Land:  But  funpoie  he  did,  what  the   better  would 

iie 


V/VN^ 


(  409  ) 

he  b2?  For  if  he  fold  his  Edate,  he  would  then  become  a  Jmio  10.  Qeo\ 
money'd  Man,  and  the  100  Years  Purchafe  in  Aioney  at  i  II.  i7^5.r 
per  Cent,  would  produce  no  more  than  the  20  Years  Pur- 
chafe  would  have  produced  when  Money  was  at  5  fer  Cent. 
Then  as  to  the  Improvement  of  a  Land  Ellate,  if  Money 
/hould  become  fo  plenty  as  to  yield  but  i  fer  Cent.  Intcreft, 
the  Price  of  Labour,  and  all  Sorts  of  Materials  proper  or 
neceffary  for  Improvement,  would  rife  in  Proportion;  fo 
that  any  Improvement  of  an  Eftate  would  then  cq^x.  f.-ce 
Times  as  much  as  when  Money  bore  an  Interefl:  of  5  pet- 
Cent,  from  whence  we  muft  conclude,  that  a  low  Intcreft  of 
Money  can  no  way  contribute  to  the  improving  cf  any 
Eftate ;  and  as  no  Man  would  toil  or  labour  for  the  Sake 
of  faving  any  Money,  if  he  could  get  little  or  nothing  by 
it  after  he  had  faved  it,  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  any  Gentle- 
man or  Farmer  would  get  Hands  enow  to  afiiit  him  in  any 
fuch  Improvement ;  fo  that  the  Reducing  of  Interefl  too 
low,  would,  in  my  Opinion,  rather  prevent  than  encourage 
Improvements  of  every  Kind. 

Thus  it  appears,  Sir,  that  a  further  Redudion   of  In- 
terefl, till  the  Circumftances  of  the  Nation,  and   the    Hu- 
mours of  the  People,  be  very  much  altered,  would  neither 
tend  to  the  Increafe  of  our  Trade,    nor  to   the  Improve- 
ment of  our  Lands,  but  might  probably  contribute  to  the 
Ruin  of  both.     And  as  to  the  more  fpeedy  Payment  of  our 
Debts,  the  Difference  is  not  fo  great  as  ought  to  induce  us 
to  run  a  Rifk  of  difabling  ourfelves  from  ever  paying  any 
Part  of  our  Debts,  in  order  to  pay  them  off  a  lictle  fooner ; 
for  if  vve  fhould  annihilate  no  Part   of  the  Sinking-Fund 
upon  the  Redudlion  of  Intereft  propofed,   fappofing  it  to 
extend  to  the  whole  of  our  Debts,  it  would   be  near  22 
Years  before  we  could  piy  off  all  our  Debts,  by  means  of 
the  Sinking-Fund  fo  increafed  ;  and  as  our  Affairs  Hand  at 
prefent,  we  can  pay  them  all  olF  in  lefs  than  25  Years;  fo 
that  all  we   get   by  bringing  fo    many  Families  into  great 
Diflrefs,  and  running  the  Rifk  of  lofing  our  Trade,  is  to 
get  rid  of  our  Debts  about  3  Years   fooner   than  we  could 
otherwife  have  done.     But  if  v/e  fhould  annihilate  any  Part 
of  the  Sinking-Fund,    if  vve  fhould  annihilate  only   that 
Part  added   to  it  by   the  Reduction  of  Intereil,  it   will  be 
very  near   27  Years  and  a  half  before  we  can   pay  off  all 
our  Debts ;  fo  that  we  fhall   be  2  Years  and  a  half  longer 
in  Debt  than  we  need  be,   if  Thkngs   Hand  as  they  are  at 
prefent. 

I  have  now   confidered  the   public  Bcnc.^ts  which,  it  is 

pretended,  would  arife  from  a  Redu6lion  cf  Intereft,  aHid 

have  lliewn   the   great  Reafon   there  ii  for  apprehending  a 
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quite  contrary  Effe£l;  but.  Sir,  if  we  confider  the  private 
Diradvantages   and  Inconveniencies  which  muil  necefiarily 
from  thence  enfue,  they    are  numerous,   and    would  afFedl 
Men  of  every  Rank   and   Degree.     The  Landed   Gentle- 
men, and  all  our  noble  and  great  Families,  would  either 
foon  be  undone,  or  their  younger  Children,  both  Sons  and 
Daughters,  efpecially  the  latter,  mull  be  Lftin  a  State   of 
Beggary:    5000/.  may   now  be  a  fuitablc  Foriune  for  the 
younger  Son  or  the  Daughter  of  a  noble    Family  ;    but  if 
Interelt  fhould  be  reduced  much  lower  than  it  is,  it  would 
hardly  enable   them  to   keep    Company   with  their    elder 
,  Brother's  Cook  or  his  Coachman ;  and  to  charge  a  Land 
Eilate  with  a  greater  Sum  to  each  of  the  younger  Children, 
would  very  much  encumber  the  Heir,  ar.d  might  probably 
ruin  the  Family.     Merchants,  Shop-keepers,   and  Trades- 
men, would  be  in  no  better  Condition  ;  fcr  every  Branch  of 
Trade  and  Culineis  is  already  overiiocked,  and   the   Re- 
dudiion  of  Interelt  would  bring  fuch  Nrmbers  of  new  Ad- 
venturers into    Trade,  that  they   would  all  be  ruined  by 
under-felling  and  under-working  one  another  :  Even  thofe 
who  might  have  the  good  Luck  to  efcape  the  general  Ship* 
wreck,  and  to  get  a  little  Money  by  the  utmoit  Care,    In- 
dullry,  and   Penurioufnefs,  could  never    expuft    ro   get  fo 
much  as  would  enable  them  to  pafs  their  old  Days  in  Quiet- 
nefs  and    Security.     Our   prefent   Sett    of  Farmers  would 
moiUy  be  turned  out  of  their  Farms,   and  obliged  to  turn 
Cottagers  ;  becaufe  our  Farm.s,  upon  the  Expiration  of  the 
prefent  Leafes,  would  moflly  be  let  to  Gentlemen's  younger 
Sons,  or  Ferfons  of  much  greater   Stock  or  Fortune  than 
our  prefent  Farmers  are  polTefTed  of.     But  the  molf  unfor- 
tunate of  all  would  be  our  Widows  and  Orphans,  who  now 
have  their  Money  in  the  Funds,  or  upon  Land  Security, 
and  have  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to  for  a  Subfiftence,  but  the 
Intereft  payable  yearly  or  half  yearly  upon  that  Money : 
Such  Perfons  could  not  engage  in  Trade,  or  turn  their  iMo- 
ney  to  any  other  Ufe  ;  becaufe  Orphans  cannot  raife  it  till 
they  come  of  Age,  and  Widows  generally  have  the  Interefl: 
•     only  fettled  upon  them  during  their  Lives :  Nay,  they  could 
not  fo  much  as  take  the  Benefit  of  that  hard    Alternative 
propofed  to  be  clTered,  of  purchafmg  Annuities  for  Term  of 
Years  or  Life.     In  Ihort,  Sir,  it  would,    in  my   Opinion, 
bring  fuch  a  Deluge  of  Diftrefs  upon  all  Ranks  of  People, 
that  the  Consequences  might  be  fatal  to  our  prefent  happy 
Eftablifhment  and  Conftitution  ;  fo  that  if  we  are  not  moved 
with    CompalTion   for    the  DiifrefTcs   of  others,  we  ought 
at  leart  to  have  a   Regard    for  ourfelves  and  our  cwn 
Families. 

But 
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But  in  particular.  Sir,  I  muft  take  Notice  cf  the  great  Afmo.  lo  Ge§' 
Prejudice  this  Scheme  would  do  to  the  Landlords  ofHoufes,  II.  1736-7. 
the  Shop  keepsriJ,  the  7radefmen,  and  ali  Pen'ons  con- 
cerned in  the  Retail  I'rade,  within  the  Cities  of  Londo^i  and 
Wefiniinfter,  and  the  Counti>-'S  next  adjacent.  A-lanyofour 
Stockholders  :<':d  Annuitants,  being  rendered  unable  to  live 
in  or  near  the  Ci;y  of  London,  would,  of  courfe,  retire  to 
the  remot?  and  cheap  Counties ;  by  which  iVIeans  their 
Houfes  would  he  left  empty  in  the  Hands  of  their  refpedlive 
Landlords,  and  the  Butchers,  Bakers,  Chandlers  of  all 
Sorts,  Grocers,  and  other  Iradefmen  and  Shop-keepers 
they  ufed  to  deal  with,  would  for  ever  lofe  their  Cutlom. 
Even  thofe  Stockholders  and  Annuitants  \vho  might  con- 
tinue in  London,  or  near  to  it,  would  every  one  be  obliged 
to  contradl  their  Expence,  which  would  be  an  additional 
Lofs  to  the  Shop-keepers  and  Tradefmen  in  London  and 
Wejiminjif.r,  and  the  Counties  adjacent  ;  and  this  double 
Lois  would  likewiie  confiderably  affeft  the  CuRom  thefe 
Shop-keepers  and  Tradeimen  have  from  one  another. 
This  Conlequence  of  the  Scheme  propoi'ed  is  fo  obvious, 
that  I  muit  fay  I  am  furprized  to  find  it  pationized  by  ibme 
of  thole  Gentlemen  who  have  ahvays  fhewn  a  particular 
Regard  for  the  Citizens  of  London.  I  am  furb  they  do  not 
view  it  in  the  fame  Light  I  do  ;  for  if  they  did,  they 
would  certainly  have  been  fo  far  from  patronizing  it,  that 
they  would  have  oppofed  it  to  the  utmolt  of  their  Power. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  fome  of  the  Dangers,  which  I  think  are 
juflly  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Scheme  now  before  us, 
fuppofing  it  fhould  fucceed;  but  I  have  the  Comfort  to 
think  it  would  fail  in  the  Execution,  tho°  every  Branch  of 
the  Legiftature  fhould  agree  to  it ;  and  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to 
give  you  fome  of  my  Reafons  for  thinking  fo  ;  after  which 
I  fliall  take  the  Liberty  to  Hiew  you  fome  of  the  bad  Con- 
fequences  fuch  a  fruitlefs  Attempt  may  be  attended  with. 
But  I  muit  firlt  make  an  Oofervation  upon  the  two  Ends 
propofed  by  the  Scheme,  which  arc,  that  we  may  the  fooner 
get  rid  of  our  Debts,  and  immediately  relieve  the  People 
from  fome  of  their  burdenfome  Taxes.  1  hefe  two  Ends 
are,  I  confefs,  mighty  plaufible,  bat  the  Misfortune  is,  that 
they  are,  as  1  thirdc,  abioiutely  incompatible.  It  is  im- 
poflible  to  relieve  the  People  from  any  of  the  Taxes  appro- 
priated for  the  Payment  of  our  J3ebts,  without  prolong'ng 
that  Payment  ;  and  tho'  our  Taxes  are  certainly  very  bur- 
denlome,  yet  Experience  has  fhewn  they  are  not  altogether 
jnfupportable.  In  this  Cafe  therefore  thefiril  Queifion  that 
occurs  is,  Whether  it  be  more  for  the  Advantage  of  the 
Nation  in  general  to  continue  our  Taxes  till  the  Nation 
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Jnuo  10.  Geo,  be  quite  free,  or  very  near  free  from  Debt,  and  thenaboHfh 
JI.  1736  7.  theni  all  at  once,  which  may  be  done  in  a  fmali  Number 
of  Years,  if  the  Sinking-Fund  be  duly  and  regularly  ap- 
plied? Or  whether  we  ought  now  to  abolifh  feme  of  the 
Taxes,  which  we  may  do  without  reducing  the  Intereft  or 
ruining  any  of  the  public  Creditors,  and  thereby  leave  the 
Nation  incumbered  with  a  large  Debt  for  a  much  longer 
Time?  If  this  were  to  be  a  Qucfiion,  I  fhould,  according 
to  my  prefcnt  Sentiments,  be  for  the  firft  Method  ;  becaufe 
I  think  it  is  not  only  the  moil  advantageous  to  the  Nation, 
but  the  moll  juil  with  refpeft  to  our  Creditors.  I  think  it 
is  cur  Buhnefs,  before  all  Things,  to  rid  the  Nation  of 
Debt  ;  for  till  then  we  can  never  propofe  to  aft  with  fuch 
Vigour  as  v,'e  have  formerly  done,  either  in  affifting  our 
Allies,  or  avenging  ourfelves  of  our  Enemies ;  and  I  cannot 
think  it  abfolutely  juft,  with  refpedl  to  cur  Creditors,  to 
annihilate  any  Part  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  till  they  are  all 
paid ;  becauie  by  the  exprefs  Words  of  the  Law  by  which 
it  was  eihxblifned,  and  by  many  Laws  fmce  that  Time,  it 
ftands  apprcpiinted  to  the  Payment  of  thofe  Debts  which 
were  contraded  before  the  Year  1716.  This  was  always 
my  Opinion,  and  was  formerly  the  Opinion  of  fomc  Gen- 
tlemen in  tills  Houfc,  who  feem  to  be  great  Lovers  of  the 
Scheme  now  before  us,  and  with  whom  I  have  generally 
joined  in  Opinion  ever  fince  I  have  had  the  Honour  to  fit 
here ;  but  when  they  change  their  Opinion,  I  fhall  not 
think  myfelf  any  way  bound  to  join  with  them,  unlefs 
ihey  give  me  iome  better  Rcafons  than  I  have  yet  heard, 
for  fuch  a  Ciiange. 

Now,  Sir,  to  come  to  my  Reafons  for  thinking  the 
Scheme  impisdicabie  as  well  as  incompatible.  There  may, 
I  grant,  be  iome  People  in  this  Nation,  who  are  willing 
to  lend  their  Aloney  at  3  per  Cent,  that  there  are  fuch  is 
evident  from  the  Sums  that  have  lately  been  borrowed  at 
that  Interefl,  and  tiie  Premium  fuch  Securities  are  fold  at  ; 
but  I  am  convinced,  we  faould  hnd  ourfelves  vaftly  miflaken, 
if  we  fliould  expeft  to  borrow  ti.vo  Millions  or  half  a  one  at 
that  Intereli ;  for  with  refpeft  to  the  Sums  lent  for  the 
current  Supplies,  they  are  lent  by  fuch  Perfons  as  cannot  lie 
out  of  their  Money  for  any  Term  of  Years ;  and  with 
refptdl  to  the  Premium  upon  3 /fr  Cent,  public  Securities, 
it  proceeds  entirely  from  the  fmall  Quantity  of  fuch  Se- 
curities that  are  or  can  be  in  the  Market.  Thofe  who 
lend  upon  fuch  Securities  sre  generally  Men  of  vail  For- 
tunes, and  who  do  not  intend  to  be  chopping  and  changing, 
fo  that  few  or  none  of  them  are  ever  in  the  Market  j 
therefore  a  very  fmall  Sum  of  Money  brought  to  Market, 

in 
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in  order  to  be  laid  out  upon  fuch  Securities,   raifes  thdr  ^nm  xo.Geo^ 

Price  sbove  Par:    Even   i'uch  a  fmall  Sum   as  50,000/.    11.  j-^^fi-j. 

brouglit  to  Market  at  any  Time,  more  than  fufficient  to  {.^"Y'S^ 

purchafe  all  that  are  then  to  be  fold,  would  raife  them  to  a 

Premium  higher  than  that  they  are  now  fold  for  ;  and  being 

once  got  to  a  Premium,  they  mult  continue  at  it,  becaule 

few  or  none  of  thofe  who  arc  poffefTed  of  fuch   Securities, 

are  ever  under  a  Necefiity  of  Selling.     And   as  for  Ea/}- 

India  Bonds,    and  fuch  like  Securities,    they   are  always 

bought  up  by  thofe  who  do  not  think  proper  to  let  their 

Wealth  be  known,  or  by  fuch  as  muft   always   have  thofe 

Securities  which  they  can  turn  into  Money  upon  an  Hour's 

Warning,     From  hence  we   may  fee.  Sir,    that   none  of 

thofe    who  lend  Money  for  the  current  Supplies,   or  vvho 

become  Purchafers    of  Bonds  at  3  per  Cent,  would  become 

Subfcribers  upon  this  new  Scheme  ;  and  if  you  fhould  open 

fuch  Books  as  are  propofed,  your  other  Securities  at  3  per 

Cent,   would  foon  come  to  fell  under  Par;  becanfe  many  of 

the   piefent  Proprietors  would  chufe  to  fell  out  of  the  Old, 

in  order  to  become  Subfcribers   to  the  New,  on  account  of 

their  being  made  irredeemable  for  14  Years  ;  which  would 

bring  fuch  a  Glut  of  the  Old  to  Market,  as  would  certainly 

bring  them    under  Par;    and  this   would  of  courfe    put  a 

Stop  to  any  Man's  coming  to  fubfcribe  for  any  new  Security 

at  thr.t  Intereft. 

I'here  may  likewife  be  fome  few  of  the  overgrown  rich 
Annuitants,  efpecially  fuch  as  live  at  a  Diilancefrom  Lcndjn, 
who  would  rather  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  for  14  Years  irre- 
dcen;able,  than  be  at  the  Trouble  of  receiving  yearly,  or 
eve;y  2  Years,  a  partial  Payment,  and  replacing  that  I'ay- 
mer.t  in  Stock  or  Annuities;  but  the  Number  of  iuch 
Perfons  is  fo  fmall,  that  1  am  convinced  their  Subfcriptions 
would  not  amoL:nt  to  half  a  Million,  and  much  lefs  to  three 
Millions.  I  am  afraid  the  Hopes  Gentlemen  have  cf  grefit 
Subfcriptions  in  Money  and  Annuities,  are  founded  chiefly 
upon  a  wrong  Suppofition.  From  the  Prcm.ium  given  for 
cur  3  per  Cent,  they  fuppofe  the  natural  Tnterell  of  Morcy 
is  now  at  3  per  Cent,  but  that  this  Is  a  Millake,  is,  J  think, 
evident  from  the  Price  of  all  cur  other  Funds  ;  for  if  the 
natural  Interefr  of  Ivloney  were  no  higher  than  3  pr  Cert. 
our  4  per  Cent.  Annuities  ought  to  fell  at  1^3  nnd  one 
Third  \  Jletn/c  Stock  at  183  lindane  Third;  5X\d  Eaft  India 
at  200  /.  Per  Cent,  which  is  very  far  from  beinc  the 
Ca;e.  ^  ^ 

i--ut,  Sir,  if  t!ie  nitural  Interefl  of  Money  lent  upon 
Pledges  of  Jewels  or  I'hte,  or  rpon  good  and  undoubted 
Mc/rtgigCiof  Land,    were  at  3  per  Cent,   we  arc  not  f  om 

thence 


K.y^^-^s^ 
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JtfKoxo.Geo  thence  to   i:if?r,   that  the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  upon 
1I»  I -"56-7.    all  Sorts  of  public  Securities,  efpecially    Annuities,   could 
be  no  higher,     Otir  Annuitants  are  far  from  being  in  as 
good  a  Condition  as  a    Pledge    of  Jewels  or    Plate,    or  a 
JVIortgage    of    Lands.     If    War    or    any    other    Accident 
Ihould  raile  the  natural  Intereftof  iMoney,  a  Pledge  or  Mort- 
gage could  infiti  upon  Payment,  or  a  higher  Intereil,  other- 
wife  he  would  bring  his  Bill   of  Foreclofure,  and  have  the 
Pledge  or  the  mortgaged  Lands  fold,  by  which  Means   he 
would  ccrtiinly  recover  his  Principal  and  all  Arrears  of 
Intereft,   and   would  then  get  a  higher  Intereil:  for  it  from 
fome  other  Borrower.     On  the  other  hand,  let  the  natural 
Intereft  of  Money  rife  as  high  as   it   will,    an    Annuitant 
can     neither    infill:     upon     Payment,    nor     can    he  bring 
a  Bill  of  Foreclofure  againll    the   Public  ;  if  he    want«d 
his    Money,    he   could   recover  it    no  way    but    by    Sale 
at  the  Market  Price,   which  would  certainly,  in  that  Cafe, 
be  much    below   Par ;  nay,   perhaps  he  might  find  it  ira- 
poffible  to  meet  with  a  Purchafer,  and  then  he  could  have 
no  other  Refcurce,  but  to  take   his  3  per  Cent,  while  the 
Government    remained   in  a    Condition    to    pay  him  ;  for 
even  as  to  the  Payment  of  his  Annuity,  he  has  no  fuch  ab- 
folute  Certainty  as  a  Pledge  or  Mortgage.     For  which  Rea- 
fon,  if  Money  were  now  commonly  lent   upon  Pledges  or 
Mortgages  at   3  per   Cent,  we    could    hardly  expedl  Sub- 
icriptions  for  Annuities  at  3;  and,  Imuftthink  it  a  little  ex- 
travagant to  expei5l  any  fuch,  efpecially  for  fuch  a  large  Sum  ; 
when 'tis  well  known,  that  the  common    Rate   of  Intereft 
upon  Pledges  or  Mortgages  is  5  per  Cent,  and  the  loweft  4. 
For  thefe    Reafons,  Sir,    I    muft  be  of   Opinion,    that 
however  plaufible  this  Scheme  may  appear  in  Speculation, 
it  will  be  found  impraflicable   in   the  Execution  ;  and  the 
more  (q,  becaufe,  it  is  to  be  expc6led,  all  the  money'd  Men 
in  the  Kingdom  will  join   in   Meafures  for  preventing  its 
taking  Effeft.     And   now,    Sir,   with   regard  to   the  Con- 
fequences  of  our  being  difappointed  in  lach  an  Attempt, 
they  are  various,  and  may  be  fatal.     I  iliall  begin  with  one 
which,  I  think,  will  be  certain,  whether  the  Scheme  takes 
Effeil  or  not.    The  very  Attempt  will  make  all  Foreigners, 
efpecially  the  Dutch,  draw  their  Money  out  of  our  funds 
as  faft  as  they  can  ;  for  the  chief  Reafcn  any  Foreigner  has 
for  trufting  his  Money  in  our  Funds,  is,  becaufe  he  m.akes 
a  greater  Profit   of  it  here   than   he    can  do    in    his   own 
Country,  upon  any  Security  equally  certain  and  good.     It 
has  been  allowed,   the    Dutch   may   make   3  per  Cent,  of 
their  Money  at  Home  ;  and   if  we  examine  into  the  Lofs 
they  are  at  by  the  partial  Payments  made  upon  our  Funds, 
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and  the  Expences  they  are  at  for  Commiflion,  Poflage  o(  Jinm  lO.  Geo, 
Letters,  and  othsr  incident  Charges,  we  fhall  iind  they  do    II.  1736-7. 
not  now  make   much   above  3  per  Cait.  of  their  Money  ;  i/'"VX^ 
fo  that  if  we  (hould  reduce  i  per  Cent,  of  the  Interell:  now 
paid  them,   they   would  not  then  make  much  above  2   ^- ; 
for  which  Reafon  I  tliink  it  is   molt  julHy    to  be  appre- 
hended,  they  would  all  at  once  draw  their  Money  out  of 
our  Funds  j   and  what  a  Shock  the  drawing  of  {o  much  ready 
Cafh  out  of  the  Kingdom  at  once  mull  give   to  our  public 
Credit,   to  our  Trade  both    Foreign  and   Domellic,  and  to 
the  natural  Interef!:  of  Money  betv/een  Man  and   Man,   I 
fliall  leave  to  Gentlemen  to  confider  ;  only  I  muft  acquaint 
them,  it  is  generally   computed  the  Dutch  have  above  ten 
M'Uaons  Sterling  in  cur  feveral  Funds. 

The  Gen:{emen  of  the  otner  Side  of  the  Queflion  pre- 
tend, the  V7o"kl  will  be  apt  to  conceive  a  bad  Opinion  of 
our  Condufl,  if  vve  Ihouid  not  endeavour  to  take  Advan- 
tage of  the  prefent  advanced  Price  of  3  per  Cent.  Securities ; 
but  I  have  fhewn  the  Premium  upon  fuch  securities  is  by 
much  too  narrow  a  Foundation  for  us  to  bui  'I  any  Hopes 
on,  of  reducing  all  our  Annuitants  to  '3,  per  Cent,  and  if  v;.'; 
fhould  faii  in  the  Attempt,  I  am  fure  the  World  will  have 
batter  Pvcafon  to  fufpcdl  the  Wifdom  of  our  Conduft,  or 
the  HoneRy  of  our  Intentions.  A  Man  who  never  at- 
tempts but  what  appears  by  the  Event  to  be  within  his 
Reach,  is  certainly  a  wifer  Man,  tho'  not  perhaps  a  Man  of 
fo  much  Courage,  as  he  who  aims  at  extraordinary  He-ghts, 
and  falls  headlong  from  the  Precipice.  By  making  luch 
an  Attempt,  and  failing  in  that  Attempt,  vve  may  very  pro- 
bably be  like  thofe  vapourifh  Ladies,  who  fancying  them- 
felves  ill,  fwallow  Draughts  and  Bolus's,  till  they  have 
aftually  thrown  themfeives  into  a  Diftemper  much  worfe 
than  the  imagin:iry. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Prejudice  which  may  accrue  to  pri- 
vate iVIen,  I  am  furprizcd  to  hear  it  faid,  that  no  fuch  Thing 
can  be  apprehended  ;  for,  in  my  Opinion,  it  is  inevitable, 
v/hether  we  fucceed  or  r<ot.  If  v^e  fucceed,  the  Annuitants 
will  certainly  Icfe  5  s.  in  the  Pcunii,  of  their  prefent  Reve- 
nue ;  hut  it  iccms  tl.iL>  Lof:!  is  to  be  made  good  to  them  by 
aboiifliing  feme  of  our  'YuX'C:,.  Are  Geiitlemen  ferious 
vviien  they  talii  fo  r  V,  i;r.t  vy-ocld  any  Annuitant  fuy  to  a 
Man  v;ho  fuould  tell  hii^i,  ';i:-,  v/;-  nvai;  tike  c  /.  in  the 
Pout::!  ii-om  ycur  prcie:.t  ;' •.  vt:'i.:;c,  bill  in  i;cu  oi  tiiat,  you 
fha'l  have  Candles  a/:  ludf pc7ir-:  '.r  a  Pcv^r^  in  ■!:e  Po::nd. 
tlicaj-er  than  uiual  ?  V/ouiJ.  \y)X.  \:\.y  /,'  .a  Lal:e  this  r.s  a 
Banix-r  r  Siippoie  a^^aiu,  wijich  :  thi^i':  bv  much  tlic  mofc 
probable,    that  wc   fi.oidu  i.oi  luccf;;:!  ;    \\^Ja  au  Ai-i-pt 

wcjuid 
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'yf>;.v,3  10.  Gf?.  would  certainly  diminifli  public  Credit:  It  would  make 
II.  i''36-7.  many,  both  Natives  and  Foreigners,  refolve  not  to  truft 
L_y^Y-\j  their  Money  longer  in  our  Funds.  It  would  make  them 
begin  to  think  of  employing  their  Money  fomewhere  elfe, 
in  order  that  they  might  take  the  Benefit  of  felling  out, 
before  the  Price  fhould  be  diminifhed  by  the  Redudlion  of 
Interell.  This  would  of  courfe  lefTen  the  advanced  Price 
of  every  one  of  our  Funds ;  and  would  not  this  be  a  Pre- 
judice to  every  one  of  the  prefent  Proprietors,  efpecially 
to  fuch  of  them  as  have  lately  purchafed  ?  I  do  not  now 
argue  from  Suppofition  only ;  I  argue.  Sir,  from  certain 
Fadl,  from  prefent  Experience:  Do  not  we  lee  that  all  our 
public  Funds  have  fallen  in  their  Price  fince  this  Affair  was 
tlrll  brought  before  us  ?  And  if  an  immediate  Fall  of  Stocks 
has  been  the  EfFcdl  of  its  being  mentioned,  what  Confe- 
quence  can  we  cxped  from  its  being  agreed  to  ? 

I  cannot  conclude.    Sir,    without    taking  notice  of  the 
great  Endeavours  that   have  been  ufed,  both   within  Doors 
and  without,  to  raife  our  Compaffion,  by  reprefenting  the 
deplorable  State  of  our  poor  Labourers  and  Manufifturers, 
and  that  the  Reduftion  of  Intereft  will  enable  us   to  give 
them  an  immediate  Relief.     For  my  Part,  I  cannot  think 
their  State   near  fo  deplorable  as  it  has  been  reprefented  ; 
for  we  have  no  heavy    Taxes   upon   any   of  the  Neceffa- 
ries  of  Life  :  All  our  heavy  Taxes  are  laid  upon  the  Luxu- 
ries of  Life  ;  and  cannot  therefore  afFed  a  poor  Tradef- 
man  who  has  a  Mind    to  live  frugally,  end  not  to  indulge 
himfelf  or  his  Family  in  the  Ufe  cf  Thing?,  that  are  not 
abfolutely  necclTary  for  their  Subfiftence  ;  and  the  few  fmall 
Taxes  we  have  upon  fome  of  the  Neceffaries,    or  rather 
Conveniencies  of  Life,   are  fuch  as  our  People  have  been 
long  accuifomed   to,  and  not  lo  heavy,  nor  colleded  in  a 
Manner  fo  grievous,  as  fuch  Taxes   are  in  France  or  Ho/- 
land.     But  luppofing  ic  were  otherwife,  I  have  fhewn,  that 
by  a  Redudlion  of  Interclt  we  could  not  aboliih  any  of  our 
prefen:  'i'axes   v.ithcut  fubjefting  the  Nation  to  a  greater 
and  more  dangerous  Inconvenience,  I  mean  the  putting  off 
for  a  longer   'Ferm  the  entire  Difcharge  of  the  national 
Debt ;  and  if  by  a  Redudlion  of  Intereft  our  Trade  fhould 
be  diiiinifned,  which    may   probably,    as  I  have  already 
fhewn,   be  the  Confequence,    efpecially   in  and  about  the 
City  cf  London,   then  many  of  our  poor   Labourers   and 
Klanufadurers  would   be  ruined,  inftead  of  being  relieved, 
by  a    ReJuflion   of  Intcrell ;    confequently    all   the   Com- 
p.ilTion  that  can  be  pleaded  in  the  prefent    Cafe,  mufl  ope- 
rate ilroiigiy  againlt  a   Reduction,  and   in   Favour   of  the 

many 
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many  poor  WiJows  and  Orphans,  who  certainly  would  be  jjnno  lo.  Geo 
irretrievably  undone  by  the  great Redudion  propofed.  jj_  I'-jf)  7  * 

I  mull  confefs,  Sir,  I  cannot  well  comprehend  the  Mean-  Iv'^'^^VJ 
ing  of  that  Dillindlion,  ufually  made  upon  this  Occafion, 
between    the   Public  and  the  Creditors  of  the  Public.     By 
the   Public  I  always  mean  the  colleflive  Uody  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  this  Nation ;  and  as  our  Creditors  are  a  Part  of  our 
own   People,  as   thofe  Foreigners  who  have   trufted   their 
Fortunes  to  our  Faith,  will,  1  hope,    be  always  looked  on 
as  fuch,  and  treated   in  the  fame  Manner  with  our  native 
Creditors,  therefore  I  fhall  always  look  upon  the  Creditors 
of  the  Public  to  be  a  Part  of  the  Public,   and  fhall  always 
think,   no    Injury  can   be  done  to  them,  without  injuring 
the  Public  :    1  believe  they  cannot  fo  much  as  be  fubjefted 
to  any  Inconvenience,  but  what  will  at  laft  prove  to   be  an 
Inconvenience  to  the  Public   as  well  as  to  them  ;    and,  I 
hope,  it  will   be  granted,   that   the  taking   one  Jourth  Part 
of  their  Revenue  from  them,  would  at  leait  be  a  great  In- 
convenience ;  in  my  Opinion,  it  would  be  a  great  injury  to 
every  one  of  them.     We  have  had  lately  great  Complaints 
cf  the  Inequality   of  the   Land  Tax,  and  of  the  Injuftice 
done  to  the  Land-holders,  by  fubjefcing  them  to  that  Bur- 
den for  fo  many  Years  together  ;  for  which  Reafon  one  of 
thofe  Taxes,  which  moft  certainly  and  moit  generally  affect 
the  Poor,  was  lately   revived,  in  order  to  free  the   Land- 
holders from  a  Shilling  in  the  Pcund  for  07is  Year  on!y.      The 
prevailing  Doftrine  then  was,  and  it  is  but  a   few    Years 
lince,  to  irnpofe  fuch  Taxes  as  might  fill  equally  upon  all ; 
but  now,  it  feems,  we  are  to  lay  a  Tax  oi  fi^ce  Shillings  in 
the  Pound  upon  that  Part  of  our  People,  who  have  the  Alis- 
fortune  of  being  Creditors  to  the  Public,  in  order  to  free 
the   Nation    from  iome  of  thofe  imall  Taxes  it  now  pays, 
and  has  paid  for  many  Years. 

From  all  which,  1  think.  Sir,  it  v/ill  appear,  that  the  Pro- 
pofition  now  before  us  will  be  of  the  mote  dangerous  Con- 
fequcnce  to  our  Trade,  to  our  Landholders,  to  the  Cities  of 
London  and  Wcftminjler,  and  to  our  People  in  general ;  that 
it  can  be  attended  with  no  confiderable  public  Advantage, 
and  that  it  will  be  a  great  Injullice  done  to  our  pu.blic  Cre- 
ditors ;  therefore,  I  fhall  tliink  myicif  fully  julUli-d  in 
giving  my  Negative  to  the  Qaellion. 

The  Reply  was  to  the  Effect  as  follov;;,  a'/?;.  ^■''  7 ■    ^''''- 

S   I    R,  ;.-.v./.  <^--''-  .7. 

1  fliall  not  fuppofe,  that  any  of  the  Gen-Jcmcn  v/liofccm   j'"[.-l,^I''Jy- 
to  be   againll  thi^  C;.ueilion,  arc  ccn!cioL:s  of  their  b.ing  iu   K^i-.tci'iiey 
the  wrong  ;  but,    1    mufc  fay,  th'Jt  with  reipcct  to  lenvj  Ar-  -T'^''-  //•■'''-''', 
gunient->  they  have  made  ulc  of,   the\  trca:  us  a^  thoic  I'co-  j"''''-  f'^'/'. 
Vol.    \\  ,  G    <:    '',-  ]lc  I'l'.  t^n^idys, 
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j„,.„  to  Gfo,  p'e  generally   do,    vvho  are  confcions  of  their  having  the 
II  i7;6-7.     wrong  Si Je  of  the   Queltion.     They  Itate   the  Cafe  quite 

ly—  /-%^  clitFerent  from  what  it  is,  and  then  triumph  in  the  Arguments 
or  Authorities  they  bring  againlt  it.  By  this  Means  Mr. 
Locke  has  betn  brought  into  the  preient  Debate,  and  brought 
in  too  as  a  Favourer  of  an  Opinion  againll  which  he  has 
exprefsly  declared.  Immediately  after  the  Revolution,  our 
Government  began  to  borrow  large  Sums  ol  Money  for 
(upportirg  the  Expence  of  the  War,  which  they  found 
thev  could  not  procure  but  at  a  very  high  Intereil.  This 
gave  Foundation  for  a  Projcft,  in  the  Year  1691,  for  re- 
ducing the  I  gal  Rate  of  Intereft  at  once,  from  6  to  i^per 
Cent  m  order,  as  it  was  vainly  imagined,  to  enable  the 
Ciovernment  to  borrow  Money  for  the  public  Service  at  a 
cheap'^r  Rate  than  what  they  found  they  could  otherwife 
do.  Ai,  the  natural  Jntcrelt  of  Money  was  then  gready 
increafed  above  what  it  had  been  for  fome  Years  before, 
by  the  large  Sums  borrowed  for  public  Service,  every  Man 
of  Senle  k\v  that  this  Projed  would  prove  abortive,  and 
that  it  would  very  much  dillurb,  if  not  entirely  ruin,  the 
Trade  of  the  Nation  ;  and  Mr.  Locke,  among  others,  not 
cn'v  opp('ied,  but  wrote  againft  it. 

Is  thcie  now.  Sir,  any  Queltion  before  us  for  reducing 
the  legal  [nterelt  of  Money?  Is  there  any  Thing  in  the 
Propofition  that  feems  to  have  the  leail  Tendency  that  Way  ? 
No,  Sir  ;  the  only  Queih'on  now  before  us  is,  Whether  or 
no  the  Public  fhall  endeavour  to  take  Advantage  of  the  low 
Rate  to  which  the  natural,  not  the  legal,  Interefl  of  Money 
has  fallen  .?  And  one  of  the  Arguments  made  ufe  of  in  fa- 
vour of  this  QuelHon,  is.  That  it  would  tend  to  the  bring- 
ing the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  between  Man  and  Man, 
in  thii)  Nation,  down  to  a  Par  with  what  it  is  in  thofe  Coun- 
tries, which  are  our  greateil  Rivals  in  Trade  and  naval 
Power.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  it  has  been  faid  you  may 
fa fcly  venture  to  bring  down  the  legal;  and  it  has  been 
laid,  I  think  demonitrated,  that  the  bringing  down  the  na- 
tural Intereft  of  Money  between  Man  and  Man,  would  be 
an  Advantage  to  our  Trade  and  Manufadlures,  and  a  cer- 
tnin  Caufe  ©f  great  Improvements  in  our  Land  Ellates, 
Mr.  Locke  is  exprelsly  of  this  Opinion.  His  Words  in 
that  very  Trentiie  are.  Jil  the  Danger  lies  in  this.  That  our 
'Tyadr  J}:all  Itijjer,  if }  cur  being  behind  hand  has  made  the  na- 
iural  Vlt  Jo  hnf,  that  your  T)  adejman  cannot  lii'e  upon  his 
L.akoi'r,  hut  that  your  rich  Neighbours  ivill  fo  unaerjell you, 
that  the  Return  you  make  nj:iU  not  amount  to  pay  the  Uje,  and 
i'ff'ord  a  Livelihood.  There  is,  fays  he,  7/15  Way  to  recoi:er 
/.'  e.w  this,   but  by  a  general  Frugality   and  Indujiry  ;  or  by  be- 

ir.z 


(  419  ) 

z«f  Maflers  of  the  Trade  of  /ome  Commodity,  nuhich  the  World  /Jnno  to.  GcO' 
muji  ha-ve  from  you  at  your  Rate,    becaufe  it  cannot  be  other-     11  17  "6  7. 
nvhere  fupplied.     Thefe  are  his  Words,  Sir;   and  1  appeal  to    ^>^V^vy 
every  iVlan,  whether  he  can  think  it  Frugality  in  the  Pub 
lie  to  pay  4  p€r  Cent,   when    they  can    have  Money  at  3  ? 
Whether   the  giving    a   Man  j{  per  Cent,  when  he  cm  live 
upon,  and  would  be  obliged  to  take  3,  can  make  him  more 
frugal,    or  promote  a  general  Frugality  ?     And  whether  the 
enabling  a  grei.t   Number,   even    of  yojr   meaner   Sort  of 
Subjeds,  to    live    idly   upon    the    Intereft  of  their  Money, 
can  be  a  proper  Method   for  introducing  or  relloring  a  ge- 
neral Indullry  ? 

Fear,  Sir,  may  be  extravagant  and  ridiculous,  as  well  as 
Courage,  and  fuch  I  fhould  think  that  Fear  to  be  wjiich 
fliould  prevent  a  Man  from  borrowing,  or  attempting  to 
borrow  Money  at  3  per  Cent,  for  clearing  himfeli  of  a 
Mortgage  at  4;  efpecially  when  he  is  certain,  that  Ihould 
he  be  diiappointed  in  the  Attempt,  his  old  Mortgagee  would 
be  g'ad  to  continue  his  Money  upon  the  Mortgage  at  4, 
becaufe  he  could  not  have  fo  high  an  Interelt,  or  lo  good 
Security,  any  where  elfe.  li  a  Man  had  20  Morrgiges 
upon  his  Eilate  of  1000/.  each,  at  4 />«•  Cent,  and  a  (Jtn- 
tleman  fhould  offer  to  lend  him  1000/.  at  3,  could  he  in 
Prudence  refafe  it?  Would  not  common  Prudence  di reel 
him  to  make  ufe  of  that  Offer,  for  reducing  every  one  of 
his  old  Mortgages  to  3  per  Cent,  and  applying  it  at  lall  to 
the  redeeming  of  him  who  fhould  appear  the  moil  ftubborn  ? 
Could  there  be  any  Danger  in  this,  if  he  were  certain  that 
none  of  his  Mortgagees,  or  not  above  one  of  them,  could 
employ  his  Money  to  a  better  Ufe  upon  any  Security 
equally  certain  ?  This,  Sir,  is  our  Caie  at  prelent.  1  iie 
ReduAion  of  Interelt  may,  perhaps,  force  fome  People 
into  Trade,  or  to  lend  upon  private  Security  ;  but  I  am  cer- 
tain there  is  now  a  much  greiter  Sum  ready  to  be  lent  at 
3  per  Cent,  than  wouid  be  fuflicient  tor  replacing  all  that 
could  be  thai  Way  drawn  out  of  our  public  Funds  ;  bcc^.uie 
no  extraordir.ary  Profits  can  be  made  by  any  Trade,  ,uici  a 
very  fmall  Sum  wouid  biing  the  Kate  of  Interelt  upon  any 
certain  private  Security  down  to  3  per  Cent.  And  we  h;:ve 
this  further  Security  for  encouHigiiig  us  to  try  tiie  Kxj  cri- 
ment,  that,  fliou'd  I  be  niiilaken  in  my  0[)iiiion,  ail  our 
prefent  Cicditors  would  be  glad  to  coniinuc  their  Money  in 
our  Funds  at  4  per  Cent,  as  we  may  with  the  grc  irit 
Certainty  conclude  from  the  advanced  Price  of  all  t  ur 
Funds. 

[f  I  did  not   know.    Sir,  how  much    the  Generality    of 
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/>:■■'■.  \c .  C,.c_  terePv,  if  I  did   not  know  how  often  they  are  by  private  la- 
i  i.  I  7',"  -.   tcreu  ir.ifled  in  their  Judgments  about  what  they  take  to  be 
\^~--^  "^^i   the    public  Interell,   I  Ihould  be  furprized   to  hear  it  quef- 
tioned,  that  tlie  lower  the  Interelt  of  Money  is  in   any 
Country,  the  more  their  Trade  will  thrive,  the  more  their 
Lands  will  be  improved.     It  is  a  Maxim  fo  long  eftablifhed, 
and    fo  generally  acknowledged,  that  I  cannot  think  there 
is  much  Occafion   for  adding  to  what  has  been  faid  upon 
that  Subjeft ;    but   that  no  AL.n  may  be  mifled,  I  mull:  beg 
Leave  to  anivver,  in  as  brief  a  Manner  as  I  can,  what  has 
been  faid  in  fuppcrt   of  the  contrary  Opinion.      Lov/  Inte- 
rcil,  I  Ihall  grant,  is  not  the  Caufe,  but  the  EfFecl  of  a  fiou- 
xifliing  Trade  ;    and  the  Trade  of  a  Country   may  profper 
snd  increafe,  tho'  their  Rate  of  Interell  be  high,   with  re- 
ipefl.  to  what  it  is   in  this   Kingdom  at  prefent,  providing 
their  Rate  of  Interell:  be  no  higher  than  it;  is  in  thofe  Coun- 
tries which  arc  their  Rivals  in  Trade;    but  this  I  will  fay, 
that  the  Tra-Je  cf  no  Country  can  thrive  or  continue,  if  the 
natural  Inteieil  of  Money  among  tliem  be  higher  than  it  is 
iin  thole  Countries  which  are  their  Rivals,  unlefs  thofe  Ri- 
vals forcibly  expel   il.cir   Trade  by  fonie  ridiculous  public 
Meafures.     The  Trade  cf  Ilanckrs  v/as  once  in    the  mofl 
fiourifiiing  State  of  any    in   Europe,   and  then  the  natural 
Hate   of  interefi;  v»  as  certainly  lower  among  them,  than  it 
was  in  this  Kingdom;    but  the  Sovereign  of  that  Country 
began   at  laii  to  k:y   luch  heavy  Taxes  upon   their    Manu- 
fafiurcs  and  People,  a  Rock  we  fhould  take  Care  not  to  fplit 
on,   that   many    cf  tiicir   rich    Merchants  and  moll:  fcilful 
^.ianufdurers  came   ever   and   fettled   in   Evgland,   which 
ivive  the  hi";l   Rife  to  ihe  Trade  and  Manufaclures  of  this 
Ivirgdom.     Tr.i;  Advantage  was  greatly  improved  indeed, 
hy    n.e   v/ifc    Conduct   of    Hmry   VJI.    Henry  \TII.    and 
( .'ueen  £.v.~^..''\-.''-,  eipecially  the  latter,  and  was  at  lall  fully 
eltabiirj-icd  by   the   ridiculous    ConduLt   of  the  Spamaras  in 
t;:e  t'alcrlands^  fo   that  cur  Trade  ov;es  its  Origin,  not  \o 
jr.uch  to  rhe  Be:iu'.y  of  our  Conllitution,   or  the  Wifdom  of 
cur    Ccr.dai^,   as   to  the  ridiculous  and  opprelTive  Meafures 
<-?t   c-jr   Neighbour:;     for   it   is   always   with    Regret,    that 
:'.r."rc:i:'-nts  or  Tr::dclni:n  leave  their  ov/n  Country  ;  indeed 
v.-j;en  tacy  are  forced  to  ir,  they  will  certainly  retire  to  that 
Countrv,  vviierc  they  are  iureii  of  being  'hcc  from  that  Op- 
prcEon  cr  Ur.eifiaei's,  v»'hichmade  them  fiy  from  their  na- 
tive Land;    and  cur  Kappinefs  at  that  Time  vvt.s,  to  have 
a  peaceable   Ccuutry,    and   a  wife    Adminiilration,   which 
made  them  cirafc  to  take  Refuge  here,  rather  than  in  any 
rc^ghbouring  Country. 
'I'rd-,  Sir,  v.'culd  of  courfe  have  brought  down  tlie  n?,- 
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tural  Interefi:  of  Money  in  this  Kingdom,  long  before    the   Aniwio.do. 
End  of  Queen  Eli'^abeih'i  Reign;  bat  in  the    mean  Time    II.  1736-7. 
our  People  began  to  trade  to  the  Eaji-hidies,  and  to  make    V„/'^V"*VJ 
Settlements  in  the  IVeJi-Indles ;  by  both   which  the   Profits 
were  fo  great,  that  vail  Numbers  were  tempted  to  engage 
in  the  Trade,  and  to  borrow  Money  at  any  Rate,  to  be  cm- 
ploy 'd  in  thofe  Branches  of  Trade,  not  only  in  this  King- 
dom, but  in  all  the  other  Trading  Parts  of  Europe  ;  fo  that, 
tiio'  the  Intereft  of  A'loney  here  was  then  high,  in  rcfpeA 
to  what  it  is  at  prefent,  yet  it  could  not  then  be  called  high, 
becaufe  it  was  no  higher  than  it  was  among  our  Rivals  in 
Trade,    and  could  not,   therefore,  lay   our   People  under  a 
Difadvantage  in  carrying  on  any  Branch  of  Trade  or  Ma- 
nufacture. 

Thus,  Sir,  we  may  fee,  that  a  great  Profperity  of  Trade 
may  be  the  Caufc  of  keeping  up  for  fome  Time  the  Rate 
of  Jntereft  ;  becaufe  there  is  then  a  great  Demand  for  Mo- 
ney at  Intereft,  in  order  to  be  employ'd  in  Trade;  and  for 
the  fame  Rcafon,  the  Declenfion  of  Trade  may,  for  fome 
Time,  be  the  Caufe  of  finking  or  lowering  the  Rate  of 
Intereil  ;  becaufe,  when  the  Trade  of  any  Country,  by  Ac- 
cident or  bad  Meafures,  is  laid  under  fuch  Difadvantages, 
that  their  Merchants  and  Tradefmen  cannot  carry  it  on  to 
a  reafonable  Advantage,  no  Man  borrows  Money  to  trade 
vv/icli ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  thofe  Alerchants  and  Trades- 
men, who  have  got  any  fufficient  Sum  to  live  on,  draw 
their  Money  out  of  Trade,  in  order  to  lend  it  at  Intercir, 
or  to  employ  it  in  the  Purchafe  of  Land  ;  which  lowers 
the  natural  Inierefl  of  Money,  by  increafing  the  Demand 
far  lending,  and  leficning  the  ])c;riand  for  borrowing; 
and  it  likewife  raifes  the  Price  of  Lind,  by  augmenting 
the  Demand  for  Purchafes.  But  tl^efe  two  R[u;ds  have 
very  different  Confv-'quenccs ;  for  in  the  firlt  Cafe,  the  Stock 
of  ready  Money  in  the  Country  being  every  Day  increafing 
by  the  Profperity  of  Trade,  tlie  natural  Intereil  of  Money 
v/ill  foon  begin  to  fall,  and  will  at  laltcome  to  be  extremely 
low  ;  wliereas,  in  the  laft  Cafe,  the  Decay  of  their  Trade 
and  Manufaftares  will  certainly  at  lail  turn  the  Balance  of 
Trade  againft  them,  and  from  that  Time  their  Stock  of 
ready  Money  will  begin  to  decay  infenfibly,  the  natr.ra! 
Pv;ue  cf  Intercll;  will  rife  by  Degrees,  the  Rents  of  their 
Lilates,  and  Price  of  their  Lands  wili  fall,  the  Numberb  oi 
their  People  will  diminilli  daily,  either  by  their  going 
Abroad,  or  itarviiig  at  Il'jme  ;  and  unlefs  tiicy  change  their 
Mcahirc.;,  tlicrc  will  at  lall  come  to  be  little  or  no  Money 
Jelt  anior.g  li.cm  ;  nothing  will  remain  but  Barter  v.nd  Paper 
Crcdi:,  ar.d  tiiC  X.uion  »viil  in  i,lie  LnJ  be  certainly  undone. 
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Anno  lo.  Geo.  From  hence  it  appears,  th  ;t  the  *natural  Rate  of  Intereft, 
11.1-736  7.  conliJered  by  itse  t'  only,  is  a  very  bad  Rule  for  judging  of 
the  Trade  of  a  Country  ;  bec<"ufe,  like  a  confumptive  Per- 
fon,  a  Nation  may  look  well  to  ali  outward  Appearance, 
the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  may  be  lower  than  ever  it 
was,  and  miv  continue  To  for  fon-e  Time,  and  yet  that 
Nation  may  be  in  a  ga'lcping  Conlumption,  which  1  vvilh 
may  not  be  our  Cafe  at  prefent. 

1  am  furprized,  Sir,  to  hear  it  faid,  that  the  View  of 
getting  a  high  Interell,  or  any  Interei},  for  Money,  is  what 
makes  a  poor  Man  labour  and  fatigue  more  than  is  necefTary 
far  his  daily  Subfillence.  What  makes  a  Labourer,  or  a 
Journeyman  do  fo,  is  the  Hopes  of  getting  and  faving  as 
much  as  may  fet  himfelf  up  as  a  Mafter ;  then  he  gets  and 
laves  Money,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  extend  his  Trade, 
and  to  carry  it  on  with  the  more  Eaie  ;  he  never  thi:;ks  of 
lending  his  Money  at  Tntereft,  until  he  has  got  more  than 
he  can  employ  in  his  Trade,  or  as  much  as  may  maintain 
him  without  any  Care  or  Trouble;  and  in  both  Cafes, 
he  is  forced  to  take  what  Interell  he  can  get  for  it.  Then 
as  to  our  Merchants  and  Shopkeepers,  who  generally  be- 
gin with  a  little  Money,  they  engage  in  Trade  generally 
becaufe  they  cannot  live  upon  what  Intercfl  they  can  get 
for  their  Money,  or  at  leait  cannot  live  as  they  would  de- 
fire  ;  and  as  their  Stock  increafes,  they  increale  their  Trade  ; 
they  never  think  of  lending  Money  at  Interell,  till  they 
have  got  more  than  they  can  employ  in  Trade,  or  as  much 
as  may  maintain  them  in  an  idle  and  indolent  Way,  and 
then  they,  as  well  as  others,  are  obliged  to  take  what  In- 
terell they  can  get. 

But  fuppole.  Sir,  the  getting  of  a  high  Interell  for  Mo- 
ney, and  lubfilling  upon  that  Interelt  in  their  old  Age, 
was  the  only  Motive  for  People  labouring,  or  engaging  in 
Trade,  are  there  any  Bounds  to  be  let  to  Peoples  Hopes  ? 
Do  not  we  know  that  every  Man  hopes  to  get  more  by  any 
Trade  or  Projed  than  he  generally  meets  with,  often  more 
than  he  cm  reafonably  cxped  ?  And  ihall  we  fay  that  a 
Man  in  his  Youth,  when  Hopes  are  moll  fanguine,  may 
expcdl  to  get  3000  /.  or  300  /.  but  cannot  exped  to  get 
4C00  /.  or  400  /.  and  will  therefore  defpair  of  being  ever 
able  to  get  what  he  may  think  a  comfortable  Support  for 
old  Age  .?  This  is  lo  much  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  Man- 
kind, that  'tis  in  vain  to  think  of  building  any  Argument 
upon  it.  On  the  contrary,  as  every  Man  mull  get  a  larger 
Sum  before  he  can  retire  to  live  upon  the  Interefl  of  his 
iMoney,  when  Interell  is  low,  than  when  it  is  high,  every 
Man  vv^jU  labour  with  the  more  Ardonr  and  Afliduity,  and 
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Numbers  of  People  muft  be  bred  up  to  Trade,  and  muft  jnno  xoAleo 
engage  in  it,  when  intereft  is- low,  who  woulii  be  bred  up,  Jj  i-~(^ 
or  would  chufe  to  live  like  Drones  in  the  Society,  upon  i  >r\r>w3 
the  Interell  of  their  Money,  if  the  common  Rate  of  In- 
terelt  were  high  ;  and  the  greater  Stock  of  Money  a  Man 
has  to  trade  with,  the  lels  Profit  he  may  fell  at,  and  con- 
fequcntly  the  more  able  will  he  be  to  underfell  Foreigners, 
and  to  improve  the  Trade  of  his  Country.  To  this  we 
muit  add,  that  a  rich  Merchant  or  Tradefman  may  retire 
much  fooner  from  Bufinefs,  in  order  to  live  upon  the  In- 
tereit  of  his  Money,  when  Intereft  is  high,  than  he  can  do 
when  Intereit  is  low  ;  for  I  muR  obferve,  it  is  feldom  or 
never  Necelfity  but  Choice,  that  makes  a  rich  Man  retire 
from  Bufinels :  No  Man  can  grow  rich  by  the  mere  Labour 
of  his  Hands,  at  lealt  not  fo  rich  as  to  be  able  to  live  upon 
the  Intereit  of  his  Money  ;  a  Man  mull  be  a  Merchant  or 
Matter  Tradefman,  before  he  can  get  fo  much  Money,  let 
Interell  be  as  high  as  it  will  ;  and  as  fuch  Bufinefs  is  carried 
on  by  the  Labour  of  the  Head  only,  the  common  Infirmities 
of  old  Age  never  render  a  Man  incapable  of  carrying  it 
on;  quite  otherwife,  by  his  Knowledge  and  Experience  he 
probably  becomes  more  capable  than  he  was  when  young 
and  healthful.  Therefore  we  mull  conclude,  that  a  high 
Interell  for  Money  not  only  prevents  the  youthful  Rich 
from  engaging  in  Trade,  but  makes  the  wealthy  Old  leave 
it  off,  both  which  mult  be  hurtful  to  the  Trade  of  any- 
Country. 

To  tell  u?,  Sir,  that  the  Dz//c^  being  by  Nature  more 
penurious  than  our  People,  therefore  a  lels  Interell  may 
encourage  their  People  to  labour,  and  engage  in  Trade,  is 
certainly  miltaking  the  Efleft  for  the  Caufe;  for  one  of 
the  principal  Caules  of  the  Perurioulnefs  as  well  as  In- 
dultry  of  their  People,  is  the  Lownefs  of  their  Interell. 
Mankind  are  by  Nature  generally  the  fame;  a  Dutchman, 
by  his  Make,  or  Conilitution,  has  nothing  can  make  him 
more  penurious  than  an  Ejiglijhman.  It  is  by  Laws  and 
Cuftoms,  the  Humours  and  inclinations  cf  a  People  are 
formed,  and  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of  every  wife  Nation  to  in- 
vent or  adopt  fucli  Laws  and  Culloms  as  may  propagate 
Virtue,  Indullry,  and  Frugality  among  the  I'eop'e  'i'he 
penurious  Natuvc  of  the  Dntih  is  thcrclore  an  Argument  in 
Favour  of  what  is  jjropoled,  inl!e;id  ot  being  an  Argument 
againll  it ;  and  the  Circumltanccs  of  that  Country,  with 
r'jfpcft  to  the  Proportion  between  their  Money  and  Land 
ijtates,  will  appear  to  be  an  Argument  of  the  lame  Sort, 
f  Ihall  admit  we  liftve  a  much  greater  IJ'mard  for  l)orrow- 
ii^g  Money  at  iiUwrcil  n}  on   Lund  Littles,    tiian  tiity  have 
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'jfnno  10.  Geo.  in  JJolland  \  but  is  it  not  therefore  our  Bufinefs  to  take  all 
II.  X'-xb-i.    poffible  Methods  to  diminilli  ch;'t  Demand,  or  increafe  the 
I  x%/-v  1    Demand  for  lending  Money  upon  fuch  Securities  ?  If  we 
*^     ■     ^"'^    can   reduce  the  Inteitil  payable  upon  the  public  Funds,  we 
fball  be  able  to  abolilh   feme    of  the  Taxes  which  eat  up 
the  Landed  Gentleman'^  T.ilate,  by  increafing  the  Expence 
cf  his   Family;  or  v  _  Oiail  be  able  to  pay  off  our  Debts 
fooner  ;  if  we  take  the  lornicr  of  thcl'j   Alethods,  we  Ihall 
diminilh  the  Demand  for  borrowirg  Money  upon  fuch  Se- 
curities ;  if  wc  take  the  latter,   we  Oiall  more  quickly  in- 
ci'e:ife    the  Demand  for  lending    Money  upon    fuch   Secu- 
j-iiies  ;  and   as  iuon  ar,  the  Proportion    between    thefe    two 
Demands  comes  to  be  the  fam.e  in  this  Country  with  what 
it  is  now,  or  may  then  be,  in  Holland,  will   not  our   Cir- 
cumllances  be  in  that  Reipedl  the  iame  ? 

Now,  Sir,  wirh  refpedl  to  Extravagance  ;  'tis  true,  the 
Extravagance  of  lonie  few  Men  may  be  increafcd,  or  lon- 
ger lupported,  in  a  Country  where  Interelt  is  low ;  but  \n 
luch  a  Country  there  cannot  be  iuch  a  Number  of  extrava- 
gant Men  in  Proportion,  as  in  a  Country  where  Intei*eil  is 
high,  becaufe  Extravagance  generally  proceeds  from  an 
idle  Education  ;  and  as  there  cannot  be  fuch  a  Number  of 
Peribns  bred  up  to  Idleneis,  in  the  former,  as  in  the  latter, 
therefore  we  may  depend  on  it,  the  Extravagant  will  be 
much  lefs  numerous,  and  coni'equently  more  defpifed,  in 
the  one,  than  in  the  other  ;  and  the  Contempt  thefe  Peo- 
ple meet  with,  will  be  a  much  more  effcftual  Curb  upon 
their  Extravagince,  than  the  higheit  Rate  of  Jnterell  could 
be  J  from  whence,  I  think,  'tis  certain,  the  Reducing  of 
Intereft  is  one  of  the  moll  effeflual  Methods  for  rcltraining 
the  Luxury  and  Extravagance  of  the  People  in  general  ; 
and  my  i'^rgument  is  confirmed  by  Experience,  for  in  Coun- 
tries where  the  Interelt  of  Money  is  high,  their  People 
genei.'.'ly  live  either  in  the  utmoft  Penury  and  Want,  or  in 
the  Height  of  Luxury  and  Extravagance. 

The  only  tolerable  Plea,  Sir,  for  that  Diilinftion,  wh.ich 
Gentlemeii  have  been  pleafed  to  make  between  a  too  high 
and  a  too  low  Tntcrcll,  is,  that  if  Men  cannot  get  what  the 
Gentlemen  Ip.ve  been  pleafed  to  call  a  moderate  Intereft 
for  their  Money,  th.ey  will  lock  it  up  in  Cherts,  or  hide 
it  in  tlie  h'arth.  This  is  an  Argument  which  has  often 
been  maJe  uic  of,  bi't  in  my  Opinion  without  any  Foun- 
dntion  ;  for  in  peaceai)ie  Times  we  know  that  no  private 
Man  v.'il!  keep  his  Money  by  him,  but  will  rather  lodge  it 
in  fomc  Bai.Ic  or  Barker's  Hands  without  any  Interell ; 
becaihc  in  laca  liands  it  is  fecured  againit  Pilferers,  Thieves, 
and  Rjbbcrs,   u'iiija  it  cannot  be  in  his  own   Kabitation. 

InviccJ, 
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Indeed,  in  Times  of  Civil  War,  many  Men  may  perhaps  /U„!r!  \o.  Gro. 
hide  tiieir  Money  in  the  Earth,  becauie  it  ci'n.iot  men  ije  Jj.  i-',6  7. 
fecure,  either  in  the  Houle  of  any  private  .'vL.n  or  public  Iv'V'nJ  J 
Bank  ;  but  fuch  an  extraordinary  Ca!e  c^n  be  of  no  Weighc 
in  the  prefent  Debate  ;  and  if  mucii  larger  Sums  fnouid  be 
lodged  in  the  Hands  of  any  Banker  than  he  hid  ule  for  ia 
Circulation,  he  would  certainly  lend  it  at  i  per  Cent,  nay  at 
a  2  per  Cent,  if  he  could  no  way  turn  it  fecurely  to  any 
bctier  Account;  either  of  which  is  lower  than  the  natural 
Intereft  of  Money  ever  yet  fell  to  in  any  Country.  How- 
ever, for  Argument's  Sake,  I  fhall  fuppofe  Money  becoina 
fo  plenty  in  a  Country,  that  none  of  liieir  own  People  will 
give  any  Thing  for  the  Ufeof  it:  in  this  Caie,  'tis  certain, 
their  Bankers  would  fdl  upon  fome  way  of  lending  it  to 
Foreigners,  which  v.'ould  be  an  annual  Advantage  to  the 
Nation;  and  if  even  this  were  found  to  be  impoiuble,  if 
every  Man  had  as  much  Mjney  at  Command  as  he  had  uhi 
for  in  his  Trade  or  ijuhnefs,  what  Harm  could  enlue  to 
the  Nation,  if  all  the  relt  of  their  Money  were  lucked  up, 
and  the  Owners  obliged  to  pay  VVarehoule  Room  for  it,  ai 
they  do  for  any  other  ufelels  and  unvendibic  Conimudity. 

From  what  I  have  laid,  Sir,  1  think  I  may  juiiiy  con- 
clude, there  is  no  fuch  Thing  as  a  too  low  natural  Imereil 
of  Money  ;  and  therefore,  with  relpefl  to  the  natural  In- 
terefl  of  Money  in  general,  tliere  can  be  no  fuch  Thing  as 
a  moderate  Rate,  it  is  a  Term  to  be  made  ule  of  only 
when  we  talk  of  the  common  Intereft  indifF^'rent  Councrie:, 
or  of  the  Intereit  paid  by  different  priva;e  Men;  and  ;s 
that  Man  who  has  Money  at  tlie  moit  moderate,  that  la  ,o 
fay,  the  lovvell  Rate  of  Inccreit,  is  the  happielt  and  n;.  It 
thriving  Man,  {o  that  Country  where  the  common  In:e- 
reft  is  at  the  moll  moderate,  or  lav/ell  Rate,  is  the  happielb 
and  moll  thriving  Country.  Therefore,  every  Nation  oughc 
to  endeavour  as  much  as  poffible  to  bring  down  the  coma.v^n 
Rate,  [  mean  the  natural,  not  thelegii  Rate  ot  liucrea, 
among  them,  in  order,  as  Mr.  L^,Jie  has  we'd  obie.vcd, 
^hat  their  rich  Neighbours  mr.--}  ii'jt  be  ahh  to  under jdll  tuer,: ; 
which  they  certainly  can  and  will  do,  it  th^y  ciii  b-^r.wW 
Money  at  a  lefs  Interclt ;  as  was,  [  think,  fuli/  deiri0.va\.iid 
by  my  worthy  Friend  in  the  ikginning  ol  tni:>  D.bitc; 
and  the  Suppofuion  he  then  made,  that  a  M.a  v,'d[  a;\vayi 
exped  to  make  by  any  Trade  double  what  tie  pay?,  cr  may 
have,  by  v;ay  of  Intercll  fur  the  .Moujy  c.iiploy'd  la  i..ia: 
Trade,  was  io  far  from  b-dng  exLravay..ii:,  .uac  1  ratiicr 
think  it  was  too  mudeit  ;  lor  in  v-.w-iyiiij^  u.i  .x-^'y  I  r-i-''-'  ^'^ 
B'lJinefs  in  Partn-.;H]i;i),  whcro  (.no  coianL.uJ.;  oalv  hi.  SI... I 
ind  Induftry,  and  li.e  oi^cr  (i.v;  whui^  Stock  nj.;-li'.iy  t  -r 
VgL.  IV.  il  h  li  c^.r^ii:,^ 


(  426  ) 

^'f„„.3  lo.Crc.  carrying  it  en,  tlirre  is  nothing  more  common  than  an 
2{  ,»,^f,_^  Agreement  to  divide  the  Profits  between  them,  tho'  he 
who  furniflies  the  Stock  generally  runs  the  whole  Rifk  ; 
therefore  I  think  it  is  but  reafonable,  that  a  Man  who  bor- 
rows Money  at  IntcrcR  for  carrying  on  any  Trade  or  Bufi- 
refs  by  his  fole  Skill  and  Induftry,  fhould  have  as  great  a 
Shnre  of  the  Profits  as  he  who  lends  his  Money  without 
running  any  Kifk  ;  for  in  fuch  Cafes,  the  Lender  has  always 
the  Borrower's  Obligation,  and  fometimes  a  Pledge,  or 
fome  other  collateral  Aflurance,  for  fecuring  the  Repay- 
ment of  the  Money  with  a  certain  Profit,  come  of  the 
I'rade  what  will.  And  if  a  Man  employs  his  own  Money 
as  well  as  his  Skill  and  Induffry,  he  will  certainly  expeft, 
befides  the  common  Rate  of  Intereft  for  his  Money,  as  great 
a  Reward  at  leaft  for  his  Skill  and  Induftry,  as  he  who  has 
no  Money  could  exped  ;  for  we  always  find  that  the  richer 
a  Man  is,  the  greater  Value  he  puts  upon  his  Skill  and 
Induftry.  From  which  Confiderations  I  muft  conclude, 
that  8  per  Cent,  per  Annum  is  the  leaft  Overcharge  we  can 
reckon  upon  our  Manufadlures  at  every  foreign  Market, 
above  thofe  of  the  fame  Kind  and  Goodnefs,  which  are 
carried  thither  from  Holland,  or  even  from  France. 

With  refpedl  to  the  latter,  'tis  true,  Sir,  the  legal  Intereft 
is  there  as  high  as  in  this  Country,  but  the  natural  Intereft 
of  Money  between  Man  and  Man,  is,  by  the  beft  Infor- 
mation I  can  have,  at  a  much  lower  Rate.  In  France  they 
have  the  bad  or  the  good  Fortune  not  to  have  much  pub- 
lic Credit.  Their  public  Funds  are  below  Par,  even 
reckoning  the  Intereft  at  5  per  Cent,  and  the  Government 
can  never  borrow  at  that  Rate ;  but  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, there  is  great  Plenty  of  Money  to  be  lent  upon 
private  Credit,  and  even  upon  perfonal  Security ;  infomuch 
that  the  Brokers  or  Scriveners  in  that  Country  are  con- 
tinually employ'd  by  the  Lenders  to  feek  out  for  the  Bor- 
rowers, the  Confcquence  of  which  is,  that  a  Merchant  or 
Manufnflurer  may  there  borrow  Money  for  a  long  Term 
below  tiie  legal  Intereft,  and  upon  his  perfonal  Security,  or 
perhaps  getting  another  to  join  with  him,  and  Bills  arc  of- 
ten dii'counccd  at  the  Rate  of  3  per  Cent,  both  which  are  a 
great  Advantage  to  the  Trade  of  that  ICingdom,  cfpecially 
the  former,  becaufe  it  encourages  Merchants  and  iManu- 
fafturers  to  launch  out  upon  any  Projed  of  Trade,  much 
beyond  their  own  proper  Stock  of  ready  Money,  In 
this  Country  it  is  quite  otherwife.  Our  public  Credit  is 
much  better  than  our  private ;  for  if  we  except  the  Dif- 
counting  of  Bills,  which  is  tranfadled  between  A4erchant 
und  Merchant,    or  between  a  Merchant  and  his  Banker, 

there 
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there  is  hardly  any  private  Credit,  properly  fpeaking,  '\n  Anno  \c.Gto. 
the  Nation:  I  fay,  properly  fpeaking,  becaufe  when  a  11.  i- '6-.* 
Mortgage  or  Pledge  is  given,  there  is  properly  no  Credit  ,>^"Y"xlJ 
given  to  the  Borrower.  We  have  hardly  any  fuch  Thin;^, 
efpeciaily  here  about  London,  as  Aloney  lent  for  a  long 
Term  upon  perfonal  Security  at  5  per  Cent,  and  even  molt 
Bills,  I  am  afraid,  are  difcounted  at  a  Premium  much  abov^j 
that  Rate.  I  believe  I  may  appeal  to  all  the  Brokers  and 
Scriveners  about  London^  if  they  are  ever  applied  to  by  any 
Lender  of  Money,  to  iind  them  oat  a  Perfcn  who  wiil 
borrow  their  Money  upon  perfonal  Security  at  the  legal 
Intereft.  This  makes  it  iinpoffible  for  any  Man  to  launch 
out  upon  the  moil  hopeful  Projed  farther  than  his  own 
Stock  of  ready  Money  will  reach;  becaufe,  if  he  fhould 
by  good  Luck  find  a  Friend  to  lend  him  Aloney  at  the 
Beginning,  that  Friend  may  die,  or  may  have  Occafion  for 
the  Money,  before  he  can  fpare  it  from  the  Trade  he  has  un- 
dertaken ;  in  which  Cafe  he  mull  be  entirely  ruined,  unlefs 
he  can  meet  with  fuch  another  Friend,  which  'tis  ten  :o  one 
if  be  does. 

By  this  we  may  fee  the  great  Advantage  the  French  have 
over  us,  by  means  of  the  low  natural  Rate  of  Interell,  and 
great  Plenty  of  private  Credit  in  that  Country.  Tistruc, 
the  Advantage  this  way  is  not,  I  believe,  equal  in  France  to 
what  it  is  in  Holland ;  but  in  France  it  is,  I  reckon,  equal 
to  4  per  Cent,  per  Annum  at  lealf,  which  is  fufiicient  to 
deftroy  every  Branch  of  our  Trade  in  which  they  can  rival 
us.  And  as  to  the  Conveniency  of  their  Ports,  1  am  fur- 
prized  to  hear  it  faid  we  can  carry  on  any  Trade  in  the 
Mediterranean,  fo  cheap  or  fo  eafily,  as  the  French  can  do  aC 
their  Ports  of  Marfeilles  and  Thoulon  \  or  that  we  can  carry 
on  a  Trade  with  Portugal,  or  any  Part  of  Spain  without 
the  Strcights,  fo  cheap  as  the  French  can  do  from  their  Ports 
on  the  Bay  of  Bifcay.  Then  as  to  our  own  Wool,  1  wHh 
with  all  my  Heart  we  could  render  the  Exportation  of  it 
impracticable  ;  but,  I  believe,  the  only  efFeclual  Way  of  do- 
ing fo  is,  to  enable  our  Manufadurers  and  Merchants  to 
work  it  up  at  Home,  and  fell  it  fo  wrought  up  in  foreiga 
Markets,  as  cheap  as  fuch  Manufadures  can  be  fold  by  any 
of  our  Neighbours  ;  for  if  we  iliould  once  lofe  the  Sale  of 
fuch  Manufactures  at  foreign  Markets,  we  cannot  make  ufe 
of  all  our  Wool  in  working  up  Manufadurcs  for  Home 
Confumpt;  and  if  we  caimot  work  it  all  up  at  Home,  ic 
will,  like  SpaniJJj  Gold  and  Silver,  find  its  way  out,  in  fpita 
of  the  fevcreit  Laws,  and  the  grcatell  Ciire  wc  can  take  for 
preventing  it.  Our  Laws  will  then  fcrve  only  for  runnn^ 
dov.'n  the  Price  upon  the  Farmer ;  fur  as  he  mufl  fell,  il  hj 
cannot  hnd  a  Buyer  at  Home,  he  mull  take  what  Pric  iit; 
ii  h  h  2  c:i.i 
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yf."'?  TO.  Ct.  cin  g°t  frcm  the  fmugglirg  Exporter,  who  in  that  Cafe 
![,„,<,  _  wil!  be  fure  to  make  the  Farmer  pay  for  the  Rifle  he  runs 
K.y^'r'^S^  in  Exporting. 

j\'ow,  Sir.  n?  to  Taxes,  I  fhall  grant,  the  Taxes  both  in 
France  and  Jlol'and  are  extremely  heavy,  but  I  doubt  much 
if  they  are  fo  heavy  upon,  or  fo  inconvenient  to  Trade,  in 
either  of  ri.c'e  Countries  as  in  this.      I  know  it  is  generally 
tliouglic  tbe  Dutch  liave  great  Taxes  upon  Trade,  and  heavy 
Excites;   luir,  properly  fpeaking,  they  have  neither  the  one 
nor  the  o'b.er.     'i'hcir  Taxes  are  all  upon  the    Confumpt, 
pnd  arc  generally  railed,  not  at  the  Time  of  Importation, 
but  upon  their  being  carried  to  Market  and  fold  for  Retail 
cr  Conlumption    in  the   Country ;  for  as   every  Province, 
nnd  every  Cty  cr  Town,  is  a   Sort   of  Sovereignty  within 
itfelf,  and  raife«,  as  well   as  impofes,  moft  of  the  Taxes  and 
Duties  paid  by  the  People,  Goods,  upon    importation,  pay 
but  very  fmnll   Duties  cr  rather  Fees  ;  the  high  Duties  are 
all   ra.id  upon  their  being  brought  into  any   of  their  Cities 
or  Villages  fjr  Retrsil  or  Confumption  ;  and  the  Nature  of 
their  Country  m-ikf^s  it  eafy  for  them  to  raife  thofe  Duties 
without   lending    Cflicers  into   every    Retailer's    Shop,    or 
fubjefting  their  People  to  what  v/e  call  the  Laws  of  Excife. 
.]  need   not  defcend  forther  into  Particulars  ;  it  will  be  eafy 
frcm  v.'hat  I  have  faid,  to  fee  that  the  Taxes  in  Holland  can- 
not  be    {o    trouM'.'rome    or   expenfive    to    the    Merchant- 
lapcrter,  cr  to  the  Retailer,  as  the  Taxes  in  this  Country; 
nnd  jf  we  examirc  into  rhe  Taxes  impofed  by  their  feveral 
L'rtle  Sov.'rcig:'.t:r-,  wc  fhall  fir.d,  great  Care  has  been  taken 
rrnt   to   impojf  avy  Tax  which  may  erhnnce    the    Price   of 
their   Mr.ni.faL'lurcs.      In  Fiar.ce    rgain   tlicy  are   fubjedl  to 
i;reat  Ji'convt'r.:e:''c:e?,  with  refpeft   to  Snuiggling,  as  well 
r.s  Vv'e  ;   but   except   their  Taille,  I  do    not   know  that  they 
jiave  arv  Tr.x  f-i  trcublefome  to  the  People  as  our  Excifes 
nrc.      'j'heir  Tc/V.-V,  indeed,  is  fuited  to  the  Nature  of  their 
Monarchv,  it  i-  arbitrary  ;  but  then   their    Gentlemen  are 
rot  fuijrft  :•■>  it,  nor  have  they  any  Lp.nd  Tax,  but  in  Time 
<.f  V/;:r,  rnd  ev-r.  t';en  it  is  but   t-.vo  Shillings  in  the  Poufid. 
A~  for    their   ether    I'axcs,   there   are,   I  believe,    none  of 
them,  e.vccpttliat  rpon  Salt,    fo  high,   as  the  like  Taxes  in 
this    Coi'nrry  ;     i-'.or    h,rive   tliey   fo    mmy   of  them  :   They 
]r;ve   no  Tax   upon   Eight,   Hear,    or  Air;  I  mean,   they 
have  no  Tax  upon  Candles,   upon    Firing,   or  upon  Win- 
co\'v  f,  f,:  fir  as  1   i:::ve  ever  heard  ;   nor  have  they  any  Tax 
upon  Soip,  becnufe  they  know  it  is  a  Muerial  neceffary  for 
every  Srrt   t  f  Minurafture.     Even  upon  Wine    they  have 
liO  T;-'X,  un'c-s  it  b:  brought  into  Tome   City  for  Sale  ;  and 
thert;\.re,  m  Villages  and  Country  Placer,  their  People  may 
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drink  the  bcR  of  French  Wines  as  cheap  as  our  People  can  Anno  \0.Ge9. 
drink  common  Beer;  and  fmall  Wines  they  may  have  11.1736-7. 
almolt  us  cheap  as  our  People  can  have  fmall  Beer.  V_/^'"'S»^ 

But,  Sir,  without  taking  any  Notice  of  fuch  Particulars, 
we  may  be  afiured,  that  the  People  of  this  Kingdom  are 
more  heavily  taxed,  than  the  People  of  France,  only  by 
comparing  the  toral  Amoiant  of  the  public  Revenues  in 
France  with  the  total  Amount  of  the  public  Revenues  here 
nt  ilome.  In  Frmicc,  the  total  yearly  Amount  of  the  pub- 
lic Revenue  is  computed  to  be  about  tivo  hundred  Millions 
of  Llvres,  which  is  but  a  little  more  than  nhte  Millions 
Sterling;  and  let  any  Man  loolc  bsck  upon  the  annual  Re- 
folutions  of  our  Corrimittee  of  Supply,  and  add  to  that  the 
real  Produce  of  the  Civil  Liil  Revenue,  and  the  Produce 
of  that  Revenue  which  is  appropriated  to  pay  the  Intercft 
and  Principal  of  our  Debts,  he  will  find,  that  in  Britain 
alone,  I  may  fay  in  England  alone,  we  have  for  many 
Years  raifed  above  fix  Millions  yearly,  and  often  above 
fi-~cen\  which  is  above  /-tuo  Thirds  of  what  is  raiftd  in  Fran-e 
yearly  ;  and,  I  am  fure,  no  Man  will  fay,  that  in  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  France,  there  is  but  oiie  Third  more  People 
than  in  England  alone,  prom  hence,  Sir,  proceeds  the 
Dearnefs  of  Labour,  and  of  Provifions  in  England;  it  is 
not  f.  om  our  having  a  greater  Plenty  of  ready  Kloney  ;  for 
if  ready  Money  were  more  plentiful  in  this  Country,  than 
in  France,  the  natural  Intcrelt  of  Money  would  be  lower 
here  than  it  is  there. 

When  I  confider  thefe  Things,  Sir,  and  when  I  compare 
the  prefent  State  of  the  Trade  of  Europe  with  what  it  was 
forty  Years  ago,  I  am  really  aftonifhed  to  hear  it  jMctendcd, 
that  the  Trade  of  this  Nation  is  in  as  llourilhing  a  Co,i- 
dinor.  as  ever  it  was.  Fcrt^;  Years  ago,  we  had  no  Rival 
in  the  F.ofl  India  'i'rade  but  the  Dutch ;  now  there  is  hardly 
a  Nation  in  Europe  but  interferes  with  uj  in  that  'I'rade  ; 
Then,  the  French  had  little  or  no  Trade  in  Turkex,  Spain,  or 
Portugal,  nor  exported  any  Woollen  Manufafturea  to  either  ; 
rovv',  they  greatly  interfere  with  us  in  every  cr.c  of  thcin, 
and  export  to  each,  great  Quintities  of  Woollen  ?vlanu- 
faclur:5.  Tlien,  we  lud  no  Rivals  in  the  Sugar  Trade; 
row,  the  French  not  only  interfere  with  us,  but,  1  am  af  aid, 
have  out-done  us:  Is  not  cvjry  Country  in  Europe  now 
fettmg  up  Manufjt'turcf  cf  all  Kinds  ;  ar.d,  confequcntly, 
can  we  fiy  it  is  poUible  for  us  now  10  hnd  fuch  a  Sale  for 
our  Manuf:ctures  a^,  wc  found  at  th  u  Time  .^  In  fliort.  Sir, 
if  it  were  not  for  our  Colonico  and  Plantations  in  t;ie  //>//- 
J::d:::,  and  the  Exports  wc  are  enabled  to  make  by  ti.eir 
jMeans,  1  am  convinced,  tl:e  i^f-Uiral  IJaljuce  of  I'rade  would 
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Jnm  10.  Geo.  be  entirely  againll  us  ;  and  if  that  fhould  ever  come  to  be 
11  I '■-'6-*'.  o^^  Caie,  as  we  have  no  Mines  of  Gold  or  Silver,  we 
^  ^  ''  fhould  foon  have  very  little  of  either  of  thefe  Metals 
amongfl:  us  ;  the  Confequence  of  which  would  be,  a  Stag- 
nation of  all  Sorts  of  Trade  and  Manufadure,  and  the 
Departure  of  moll:  of  our  Mechanics  and  Tradefmen. 

It  is  with  Regret,  Sir,  I  have  taken  fo  much  Notice  of 
our  CircunUtances,  and  the  melancholy  Confequences  they 
may  be  attended  with;  but  fome  People  are  io  apt  to  af- 
cribe  every  Thing  that  has  happened,  or  may  happen,  to 
the  Luxury,  Extravagance,  and  Jdlenefs  of  our  People, 
that  I  thought  myfelf  obliged,  in  Jullice  to  my  Country- 
j-nen  and  Pellow-Subjedls,  to  flievv  that,  if  any  notable 
Misfortune  does  happen  to  us,  it  will  net  proceed  from  their 
Luxury,  Extravagance,  or  IdleneU-,  but  from  the  Difficul- 
ties they  are  expoled  to,  by  Means  of  the  Intereft  of  Mo- 
ney's being  higher,  and  the  Taxes  heavier,  in  this  Country, 
than  in  thofe  which  are  our  Rivals  in  Trade  and  naval 
Power ;  and  as  I  have  done  it  with  the  fole  View  of  (hew- 
ing the  proper  and  the  only  Methods  for  extricating  our- 
felves  out  of  thofe  Difficulties,  I  hope  every  Man  who 
has  a  true  Regard  for  his  Country  will  excufe  me. 

That  the  Lowering  of  Interefl  raifes  the  Price,  and  en- 
courages the  Improvement  of  Lands,  is  a  Maxim  fo  ge- 
nerally received,  and  was  fo  clearly  demonftrated  by  my 
worthy  Priend  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Debate,  that  I 
am  almoll  alhamed  to  add  any  Thing  farther  upon  the  Sub- 
jecl  ;  but,  Sir,  I  mulf  beg  Leave  to  anfvver  Ibme  of  the 
Objedlions  made  againft  it.  As  to  the  Price  of  Lands,  it 
mult  neceffarily  fall  or  rife,  very  near  in  Proportion  as  the 
Intereft  cf  Money  rifes  or  fails  ;  becaufe,  if  a  Man  can 
make  a  great  deal  more  annual  Profit  by  purchafing  Lands, 
than  by  lending  Money,  every  Man  will  purchafe,  no  Man 
will  lend  ;  which  muit  of  courfe  raife  the  Price  of  Lands, 
as  well  as  the  natural  Intereit  cf  xMoney,  till  they  come 
near  upon  a  Par  with  one  another.  And  furely  the  Raifing 
the  \'alue  of  a  Man's  Eitate  muii  add  to  his  Riches ;  for 
no  Man  fells  in  order  to  employ  his  Money  at  Intere.H:,  un- 
lei's  upon  a  fudden  Rife  of  the  natural  Intereft  of  Aloney, 
as  happened  to  be  the  Cafe,  immediately  after  the  Re- 
volution, occafioned  by  the  great  Sums  then  borrowed  at  a 
high  Interell:  by  the  Public.  What  makes  a  Man  fell,  is 
generally  to  pay  off  a  Mortgage,  or  in  order  to  divide  his 
Eilate  among  his  Children;  in  either  of  which  Cafes  he 
his  a  great  Advantage  by  the  Rife  of  the  common  Price  of 
J^r-is-.c'?.  A  Man  who  has  10,000/.  Mortgage  upon  1000/. 
£  Year  Eftatc,  mull  fell  a  Moiety  of  his  Eiiatc  to  pay  oft' 
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that  Mortgage,  when  Intereft  is  at  ^  per  Cent,  and  Lznis  Anno  \o.Genl 
fell  at  20  Years  Purchafe  ;  bat  if  Interelt  fhculd  fall  to  II.  1736-7. 
2  I  per  Cent,  and  Lands  fliould  of  Confcquence  come  to  V>''V^»/' 
fell  at  40  Years  Purchafe,  which  I  am  told  is  row  the 
common  Price  in  fome  Parts  of  Italy,  the  Landed  Gentle- 
man might  then  clear  his  Eflate  of  the  Mortgige,  by  the 
Sale  of  one  Fourth  Part  of  it.  And  if  a  Alan  fells  his 
Eftate  to  divide  it,  I  fhall  fuppofe,  among  four  Children  ; 
IbrelyaSon  in  Trade  with  10, coo/,  or  a  Daughter  with 
10, coo/,  and  married  to  a  Merchant,  may  pufh  any  Trade 
farther,  and  confequently  be  more  beneficial  to  thcmfclves 
as  well  as  to  their  Country,  than  if  they  had  but  50C0/. 
each.  Nay,  if  it  be  neceflary,  that  Gentlemen  in  E?igland 
muft  always  be  called,  or  deferve  the  Name  of  idle  Men,  as 
they  are  called  in  Hollandy  fuch  a  Gentleman  will  ha\'e  the 
fame  Revenue  out  of  10,000/.  when  Intereft  is  at  2  \per 
Cent,  as  he  could  have  in  the  fame  idle  Way  from  5000  /. 
at  5  per  Cent.  Intereft, 

As  to  the  Improvement  of  Land,  the  only  Objedion 
that  has  been  made  to  it,  is,  that  the  Price  of  Labour  and 
Materials,  fit  for  Improvement,  will  rife  in  Proportion  to 
the  Fall  of  Intereft ;  but  this.  Sir,  will  not  hold  ;  for  the 
Price  of  nothing  that  can  be  imported  will  rife  in  Propor- 
tion to  the  Fall  of  Intereft ;  the  only  Reafon  why  the 
Price  of  Land  rifes  in  that  Proportion,  being,  becaufe 
they  cannot  be  imported.  As  to  Labeur,  whenever  its 
Price  begins  to  rife.  Workmen  and  Labourers  of  all  Kinds 
v/ill  fleck  in  upon  you  from  Countries  where  Labour  is 
cheap  ;  and  as  to  all  Sorts  of  Alaterials  and  Proviftons, 
fince  they  may  be  imported  from  other  Countries,  your 
Home  Produce  can  never  fell  for  more  than  fuch  Commodi- 
ties can  be  imported  and  fold  for  ;  unlcfs  you  fliould  prohi- 
bit, or  load  with  Dutie?,  the  Importation  of  thofe  Materials 
or  Provifion:,  which  are  ncccfT.iry  fur  the  Improvement  of 
your  L:inds,  or  the  Subfiftence  of  your  Poor,  which  no  Na- 
tion, furely,  will  ever  be  mad  enough  to  do. 

After  having  heard  fuch  eilablilhed  Maxims  in  Trade 
controverted,  I  hardly  believed  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other 
Side  of  the  Queftion  would  have  admitted  any  Thing  \n 
this  Debate;  but,  I  find,  Sir,  they  do  admit,  that  by  the 
Reduction  propoied,  the  Nation  may  get  rid  of  Debt 
three  Years  fooner,  or  may  abolifti  fome  of  our  moft  heavy 
Taxes,  and  yet  get  entirely  rid  of  Debt  almoft  as  foon. 
Ilov.ever,  they  have  endeavoured  to  vilify  this  Advantage 
as  much  as  poflible,  and,  therefore,  I  muft  give  you  the 
'JVouble  to  hear  it  Hated  in  its  true  Light.  Id  order  to  do 
this,  1  muft  oblerve,  thai  every  Tax  laid  upon  any  Ccinrno- 

d:ty, 


(  432  ) 

A*ino.  lo  Cto.  tlity,  raifes  the  Price  of  that  Commodity  a  great  deal  higher 
II.  1736-7.  than  the  Value  of  the  Tax  laid  upon  it;  becaufe  the  Mer- 
chant or  Retailer  mult  be  paid  for  the  Rifk  and  Jnterelt  of 
that  Money  which  he  pays  for  the  Tax,  as  well  as  of 
that  Money  which  he  piys  far  the  prime  Coft  of  the  Com- 
modity:  And  I  rauil  iikewife  obiervc,  that  the  Expences 
cf  coUeding  every  Tax  are  all  p;iid  by  the  People  ;  io  that 
upon  all  our  Cuiioms  and  Excises  in  general,  I  may  com- 
pute, the  People  pay  about  one  'I bird  more  than  the  nett 
Produce  brought  in  to  t.lc  Public.  Now  as  the  Intereft 
now  paid  yearly  upon  all  our  pub'ic  Debts,  and  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  together,  amcant  to  above  three  Millions  yearly, 
I  mull:  reckoii,  that  towards  railing  this  nett  Sum,  the  Peo- 
p'e  pay  yezxly  four  Miu-ous ;  fo  that  if  by  reducing  the 
Ir.tereli  upon  all  cur  public  Funds  to  3  per  Cent,  and  con- 
tinuing all  our  Taxes  till  the  Whole  be  paid  ofF,  the  Na- 
tion do  get  entirely  rid  of  Debt  three  Years  fooner  than  we 
can  do  if  the  Interelt  be  continued  0.1  four,  our  People  will 
fave  the  Value  of  this  Annu'ty  for  three  Years;  and  as  an 
Annuity  oi  four  Million;  iox  three  Years  at  a.  per  Cent.  Com- 
pound Intereft,  amounts  to  12,486,400/  we  mull  reckon, 
that  by  this  Redudion,  the  People  of  this  Nation  will  fave 
that  whole  Sum  ;  a  Saving  which,  I  hope,  will  not  appear 
inconfiderable,  however  trifling  the  three  Years  Difference, 
as  to  the  Time  of  getting  entirely  rid  of  our  Debts  may 
appear. 

But  fiippofo,  Sir,  that  upon  the  Redudion  of  Interefl,  we 
fhould  aboiifa  Taxes  equal  in  yearly  Amount  to  that  annual 
Saving.  As  the  Amount  or  yearly  Produce  of  the  Taxes 
upon  Soap  and  Candles  comti  nearelf  to  this  Saving,  I  fhall 
fuppofe  thern  to  be  abolifhed.  Thefe  two  Taxes  produced 
in  the  Year  ending  at  MAdfianmer  Ia;t,  about  365000  /.  nett ; 
fo  that,  including  the  Expences  of  Management,  I  reckon 
thsre  was  about  4ro,ooo  /.  raifed  upon  the  People;  and  as 
the  advanced  Price  upon  both  thefe  Commodities  is  reckoned 
near  double  the  Value  of  the  Tax  laid  upon  them,  I  am 
Aire,  r  miy  reckon,  the  People  pay  at  leali  600,000/.  a 
Year,  on  Account  cf  thefe  two  Taxes ;  which  is  an  Annuity 
they  are  to  ge;  free  from  by  this  Redu£lion  25  Years  fooner 
than  they  can  do,  if  Intereil  be  continued  at  4  per  Cent. 
But  an  Annuity  of  600,000/.  a  Year  for  25  Years,  at  4 
per  Cent.  Compound  fnterelf,  amounts  to  24,937,540/. 
In  this  Cafe,  as  the  Nation  will  continue  in  Debt  t-L':oTears 
mirl  a  half  lon^-er  than  if  Things  fnouid  continue  upon  their 
prefent  Footing,  we  muil  deuud  from  this  Sum  the  Annuity 
which  the  Peo'i'e  are  to  pay  for  that  Time;  which  An- 
nuity willccnfutof  the  preisnt  Sini^ing  Fund,  being  about 
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1,150,000/.  and  the  Incerell  upon  our  prefent  Debt  at  3  Anno  10.  Get. 
■per  Cent,  being  about  1,440,000/,  fuppoiing  our  Debts  to    l[    1726-7 
amount  to  48  Millions.     Thele   two  Sums  added  together    i^X'>^'*^j 
make    2,590,000/.   to    which  add   a   Third   more,   and  it    ^^         ^"^ 
makes  above  3,450,000/.   which  is  the  Annuity  the  People 
are  to  pay  for  tijuo  Tears  and  a  half  longer  than  they  would 
otherwise  do;    therefore,   as  I  have  fud,  this  Annuity  for 
that  Time  at  3 /i^r  Cent.  Compound  Intereft,  being  near 
8,730,000/.  mull  be  deduded  from  24,987,540/.  and  the 
remaining    Sum,  which  is  above  16,250,000/.  is  the  Sum 
our  People  will  fave   by  a  Redudion  of  Interelt,  and  im- 
mediately abolilhing  the   Taxes    upon  Soap  and    Candles; 
and  this  Saving  will,   I  hope,  be  looked  on  as  a  fufEcient 
Atonement  for  our  continuing  i-Mo  Tears   and  a  half  longer 
in  Debt. 

I  beg  Pardon,  Sir,  for  making  fo  much  ufe  of  Calcula- 
tion, but  upon  this  Subjed  it  is  impofiible  to  argue  without 
Figures,  and  as  there  is  nothing  myilerious  or  uncommon 
in  the  Calculations  I  have  made  ule  of,  I  hope  Gentlemen 
will  forgive  me  ;  for  from  theie  Calculations  the  Advan- 
tage the  Nation  will  reap  from  the  Redudion  only,  is  made 
manifell  beyond  Contradidion  :  And  now  I  fhall  examine 
the  pretended  Diiadvantages.  In  the  firlt  Place,  we  are 
told,  our  Noble  Families  and  Linded  Gentlemen  mull  ruin 
their  Eilates,  in  order  to  provide  for  their  younger  Children; 
as  if  it  were  abfolutely  necelTary  the  younger  Children  of 
all  Landed  Gentlemen  (hould  be  hvtd  up  to  Idlenefs,  in 
order  to  live  like  fine  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  upon  the  Iiv- 
cereft  of  their  Money.  Sir,  this  is  fo  far  from  being  ne- 
cefTary,  that  we  certainly  ought  to  prevent  it,  if  poffible; 
and  the  only  Way  of  preventing  it  is,  to  lower  the  common 
Rate  of  Interelt :  The  younger  Son  of  the  bell  Nobleman 
in  the  Kingdom  may  make  as  good  a  Figure,  and  I  ani 
fure  may  be  much  more  ferv iceabic  to  his  Country,  by  being 
bred  up  a  Mercnant,  than  by  being  bred  up  to  follow  Plays 
and  Operas  in  Tov/n,  or  Fox-liounds  and  Horle-matches  in 
the  Country.  But,  I'uppoie  that  every  Landed  Gentleman 
fkould  be  obliged  to  give  his  younger  Ciiildren  greater  For- 
tunes;  if  he  is  frugal,  and  has  a  Mind  to  provide  for  them 
by  a  narrow  Way  of  Living,  he  will  liive  a  gceatdeal  more 
yearly  in  the  Expence  of  his  Family,  by  tnc  Aboliiliing  of 
fom"  of  our  moit  eavy  Taxes,  by  which  he  will  be  enabled 
to  give  them  gieater  Fortunes.  Jf  he  has  a  Mind  to  leave 
them  a  Mort2;age  upon  his  Eltate,  a  proportionable  Addi- 
tion to  their  Fortunes  will  be  no  additional  Burden  upou 
his  E:l.ate ;  for  a,)  tlic  total  Value  of  his  Ellate  mult  intreale 
in  Proportion,  and  thf  yearly  \'aiut  iiLcvifc  muv  proba- 
Vol.   IV.  I  i  1  '         bly 
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Jnno  10.  (7«.bly  be  much  improved,  a  Mortgage  of  20,000/.  for  younger  , 
li  1736-".  Childjens  Portions,  when  Intcrelt  is  reduced  to  3  per  dnt. 
and  the  Price  of  Lands  raifed  to  above  33  Years  Purchafe, 
will  be  no  greater  Burden  upon  an  Eltate,  as  to  the  total 
Value,  than  12,000/.  is,  now  that  Intereft  is  at  5  per  Cent. 
and  the  Price  of  Lands  at  20  Years  Purchafe;  and  as  to 
thelntereft  Money,  furely  600/.  a  Year,  the  Inter  eft  of 
20, coo/,  at  3  per  Cent,  can  be  no  greater  Charge  upon  the 
improved  Rent  of  an  Ellate,  than  600/.  a  Year,  the  Jntereft 
of  12,000/.  at  5  per  Cent,  upon  the  prefeiit  Rent  of  the 
tame  Eltate,  witiiout  any  Improvement. 

To  pretend.  Sir,  that  all  Branches  of  Trade  are,  or  caa 
be  overllock'd,  is  a  very  great  Millake,  and  a  very  dange- 
rous Miilike,  if  it  fhould  ever  obtain  fo  much  Credit  as  to 
influence  the  publick  Meafurcs  of  a  Country ;  for  no  Sort 
of  Trade  or  JBufmers  relating  to  the  Exports  of  a  Country 
cun  be  overllockcd  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  more  there 
are  of  every  fuch  Trade  or  Bufinefs,  the  cheaper  the  Com- 
modities they  manufadure  ordeal  in  will  be  fold  in  foreign 
Markets  ;  and  the  cheaper  they  are  (old,  themore  of  them 
will  be  fold,  the  more  certainly  will  you  prevent  Foreigners 
from  interfering  with  you  in  the  Trade  ;  which  wiil  always 
be  a  Benefit  to  the  Nation  in  general,  tho'  not  10  advanta- 
geous to  the  particular  Perfons  concerned.  I  {ball  fuppofe, 
Jor  Example's  Sake  only,  that  the  original  Materials  of  a 
Hat  fold  beyond  Seas  for  a  Guinea,  do  not  colt  above  7  s, 
and  that  the  other  14/.  are  divided  between  the  Workmen 
for  their  Labour;  the  Maller-Manufadurer  for  his  Profit, 
and  his  Trouble  in  employing  thofe  Workmen  ;  and  the 
Alerchant- Exporter,  fur  his  Profit,  and  Trouble  in  export- 
ing:  li  you  fhould,  by  increafir.g  the  Number  of  Work- 
men and  Dealers  in  this  Way,  bring  the  ^"v  crkmento  work 
for  a  4th  Part  Icfs  Wnges,  and  the  Maiter-Manufadlurer, 
and  Merchant  Exporter,  to  deal  for  a  4th  Part  lefs  Profit, 
that  Hat  would  then  be  fold  in  a  foreign  M:irket  for  i  7  j-. 
6d.  and  if  by  felling  fo  cheap  you  fhall  engrofs  the  Market, 
you  would  probably  fell  ivjo  Hats  for  every  one  you  now 
fell ;  fo  that  for  every  Guinea  now  returned  to  the  Nation, 
there  would  then  be  3^  j.  returned,  and  double  the  Work- 
men employed;  with  this  additional  Advantage,  that  you 
would  much  more  certainly  prefer ve  that  Trade  than  you 
can  do  at  prefcnt.  Thus  it  appears  that  the  Workmen  and 
Dealers  in  any  fuch  Branch  of  Trade  can  never  be  too  nu- 
merous, and  therefore,  the  Trade  can  never  be  overllocked, 
unleis  we  fuppofe  it  poiTible  that  one  Nation  might  have 
more  of  fuch  Dealers  and  Workmen  than  would  be  fufH- 
cient  to  ferve  the  Vthole  World.     Tis  true^  all  thofe  Pro- 
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feflions  and  Branches  of  Trade  not  any  Way  concerned  in  ^jipo  xc.  Geo' 
Export,  may  be  overftocked  ;  but  even  with  refpedl  to  them,   If.   I776-'', 
the  more  there   are  the  better,  and  the  cheaper  our  Peoplt-  \y'''\r'\.j 
will  be  ferved  ;  and  when  they  are  very  much  overflock'd, 
thofe  who  cannot  live  by  the  Bufinefs   they    were  bred  to, 
will  feek  for  Employment  in  fome  other  Way,  and  few  or 
none  of  the  rifing  Generation  will  be  bred  to  that  Sort  of 
JBufinefs ;  therefore  the  Public  has  very  little  Concern  about 
the    Overftocking  of  any   Branch  of  Trade  ;    their    Care 
ought  to  be  to  force  as  many  of  their  People  into  Trade  as 
polfible,  and  then,  like  a  good  General  of  an  Army,  to  take 
ipccial  Care  that  their  Enemies  or  Rivals  (hall  gain  no  ac- 
cidental  or  artful   Advantage  of  them,   in  any  Branch  of 
Trade,  in  which  they  are  or  may  be  employed. 

As  to  Farming,  I  believe,  there  is  no  great  Danger  that 
many  of  our  Gentlemens  Sons  would  betake  themlelves  to 
that  Sort  of  Bufinefs,  let  us  reduce  Intereft  to  what  we 
will;  but  if  they  fliould,  it  would  not  furely  be  a  Difad- 
vantage  to  our  Landholders  to  have  rich  Tenants,  or  to 
have  more  Bidders  for  the  Leafes  of  their  Farms.  The 
richer  the  Tenants  are,  the  more  able  will  they  be  to  im- 
prove their  Farms,  and  the  more  punftually  will  the  Rent 
be  paid;  and  the  more  Bidders  there  are,  the  more  eah'y 
may  the  Landlord  raife  his  Rent ;  fo  that  this  is  one  of  the 
llrongell  Arguments  for  fhewing  that  a  low  Interefl  will 
naturally  improve  the  yearly  Value  of  our  Land  Eltates. 
Then  as  to  the  VViclows  and  Orphans  concerned  in  our 
Funds,  and  who  have  nothing  elfe  to  depend  on  for  a  Sub- 
fiftence ;  a  Widow  or  Orphan  who  has  500/.  Annuity 
Stock,  will  after  the  Redudtion  have  15/.  a  Year,  and  lean- 
not  think  any  Perfon  that  has  15/.  a  Year  certain,  without 
Labour  or  Toil,  can  be  reckoned  an  Objedl  of  Compafilon, 
becaufe  there  are  many  Places  in  England  where  a  fingle 
Perfon  may  live  comfortably  upon  fuch  an  Income.  But 
fuppofe  1000/.  Stock,  which  is  double  the  Income,  if  we 
examine  the  Liih  before  us,  we  Hiall  find  many  of  the  Per- 
fons  in  thofe  Lirts  have  fomething  elfe  to  trult  to  ;  and  if 
there  were  none  fuch,  the  Number  of  them  can  bear  no 
Proportion  to  the  Millions  of  Poor  that  will  be  relieved  by 
abolifhing  any  one  of  our  heavy  Taxes,  nor  ought  it  to  be 
of  any  VVeigiit  in  our  Deliberations  upon  an  Affair  in  which 
the  Prefervation  of  our  Trade  is  lo  eiicntially  concerned. 

Lallly,  Sir,  F  muft  take  Notice  of  the  great  Difad vintage, 
which,  'tis  pretended,  would  accrue  to  tne  Cities  of  Lomicn 
and  IVe/iminJler,  and  the  Counties  adjacent,  by  a  Rediu'cion 
of  the'  Interelt  payable  upon  the  public  Funds.  If  tins 
Reduction  fhould  happ-.-n  to  be  general  upon  ail  our  i'lmd?, 
I  i  i  z  ic 
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Jnr.!>  TO.  Gfo.  it  would  amount  to  about  400,000/.  a  Year  ;  let  us  fee  now 
II.  T736-'7.  how  this  would  affeft  the  Trade  of  the  Retai.ers,  Farmers, 
Gardeners,  and  Tradefmen,  in  and  about  the  City  of  London. 
Firft  we  mult  obferve,  there  is  at  lean  one  4th  Part  of  our 
Funds  belongs  to  Perfons  who  refide  abrojid  ;  fo  that  we 
muit  deduft  at  leaft  100  000/  from  chi"^  400,000/.  and  then 
there  will  rem.iin  but  300,000/.  Next  we  mull  obferve, 
that  a  great  Part,  by  far,  I  believe,  the  gretell  Part  of  our 
Funds  belong  to  Perfons  who  do  not  fpsnd  j,  fomenot  j'i,  of 
the  Revenue  they  have  from  thoi-  Funds;  and  fon)e  Part  of 
them  belongs  to  Perfons  who  refnie  for  the  whole  orgreatell 
Part  of  the  Year  in  djllant  Lounties ;  fo  tiiat  upon  the 
whole,  I  believe,  I  may  reckon  there  is  not  above  y  Part 
cf  this  300,000/  adl^ally  fpent  yearly  in  or  about  London; 
therefore  the  mofi:  we  can  reckon  is,  char,  by  this  Redudion, 
the  Inhabitants  lu  and  about  London  will  -ofe  the  taking  of 
1 00, coo/,  a  Year,  which  they  now  take  yearly  from  our 
Stocknolders  ipr  Wares  purchafed  oui  of  their  Shops, 
Farms,  or  Gardens,  or  for  Work  ocnc  ;  but  as  many  of  the 
Wares  purchafed  in  tiieir  Shops  euher  come  from  abroad, 
cr  from  the  diftant  Lounties  ;.  Britain,  therefore,  I  am 
fure,  we  may  reckon  the  I'lhaoitants  in  ar.d  about  London 
will  not  lofe  of  real  Profit  or  Wag-v^  ;ibcve  50,000/  a 
Year.  And  as  every  Man,  who  reirenche-  his  Expence, 
begins  with  that  which  is  the  mofi:  luperfluci:.',  we  may  pre- 
fume  this  Lofs  will  fall  chiefly  upon  cur  Pi;-:ys,  Upcras, 
Concerts,  and  Mafquerades  ;  in  which  Cafe,  the  ifduiirious 
and  ufeful  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  will  fuffer  iittie  or  no 
Diminution  in  their  prefent  Cultom  or  Bufn  efs. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  Charge;  and  now  let  me  turn  to  the 
Other  Side  of  the  Account,  according  as  it  will  fland  by  the 
Propofition  my  worthy  Friend  has  made  to  us.  He  pro- 
pofes,  that  if  this  Redudion  takes  Place,  the  Duties 
upon  Candle!,  Soap,  Coals  and  Leather  {ho\i\d  be  taken  off, 
I  fhall  fuppofe  only  the  two  firlt  taken  off;  becaufe  thefe 
two  alone  will,  I  am  fure,  do  much  more  than  balance  the 
Account.  [  have  already  fhewn  tnat  the  People  of  England 
pay  at  leafl  600,000/  a  Year  for  Soap  and  Candles,  more 
than  they  would  pay  if  there  were  no  fuch  Duties;  there- 
fore the  taking  off  thefe  Duties  will  be  a  vearly  Profit  of 
600,000/.  a  Year  to  the  whole  People  of  England ;  and  as 
the  Cities  of  London  snd  U'ejiminjier,  Borough  of  South- 
nvark,  and  Counties  adjacent,  conlume  more  Soap  and  Can' 
dies  than  all  the  refl  of  the  Kingdom,  or  at  ieait  pay  more 
than  half  of  the  yearly  Produce  of  the  Dutie«,  we  mufl 
reckon  that  the  taking  off  of  thefe  two  Duties  will 
be  a  yearly  Saving,   and   confequently  a  yearly   Profit,   of 
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300,000/.  to  the  Inhabitants  in  and  about  London,  as  an  Amoio.Qis. 
Atonement  for  the  50,000/.  a  Year  they  are  to  Jofe  \\.  1736-7. 
by  the  Reduction  of  Interefl,  and  thereby  lefTening  the 
yearly  Revenue,  and  confequently  the  Expence  of  our 
Stockholders. 

But,  Sir,  as  this  Saving  may  at  firft  View  appear  a  little 
extraordinary,  I    mull  trouble   yoa  with  another   Compu- 
tation, to  (hew  that  it  is  far  from   being  imaginary.     Let 
me  fuppofe  then,    that  in  London,    Wefiviinjler,   Soutbtvark, 
and  the   Counties  adjacent,  there  is   but  a  Million  of  Peo- 
ple ;  300,000/.   a  Year  divided   among  a  Million  of  Per- 
ibns  comes  to  6.?.  a  Year  to  every  Perfon,  for  his  Share  of 
what  is  paid  on  Account  of  the   Duties  on  Soap  and  Can- 
dles;  fo  that  a  Man  who  h:{%  Jix  Perlons  in  his  Family,  by 
this   Computation,   is  prefumed  to  pay  but  36  s.  a  Year  on 
Account  of  thefe  two    Duties;    and   confidering  that    for 
every  Pound  of  Candles  he  buys,  there  is  2  d.  laid  out  on 
Account  of  the  Duty  ;  and   for  every  Pound  of  Soap  he 
buys,  or  is  bought  on  his  Account,  there  is  at  leafl  2  d.  \ 
laid  out   on   Account  of  the  Duty  ;  I  believe  this  Compu- 
tation will  not  appear  extravagant;  for  it  is  fuppofing  him 
to  confume  but    10  or    12  Dozen  of  Candles,  and  6  or  7 
Dozen  of  Soap,  which  I  think  is  the  leaft  we  can  fuppofe 
to  be  confumed    by  our  Shopkeepers  and  Trademen,   one 
with  another,    in  their    Shops,   Kitchens,   Chambers,    and 
Working  Houfes.    From  hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  Inha- 
bitants in  and  about  the  City  of  L.ondon  would  gain  250,000/. 
a  Year  clear  Profit  by  the  Propofition  now  before  us ;  and 
if  to  this  we  (hould  add  the  yearly  Saving,  and  confequently 
yearly  Profit,  that  would  accrue  to  them,  by  abolifhing  the 
Duties  upon  Coals   and    Leather,   I   am    amazed    how  any 
Citizen  of  London,  not  deeply  concerned  in  Stocks,  can  dil- 
approve  of  fuch  a  Propofition  ;  1  am  fure  the   honourable 
Gentleman  who  made  it,  deierves  their  Thanks  in  the  molt 
public  and  the  moll  grateful  Manner. 

'Fhe  two  Ends  propoled  by  this  Scheme  nre,  'tis  true, 
Sir,  either  to  enable  us  to  pay  our  Debts  off  fooner  than 
we  can  otherwife  do,  or  to  give  an  immediate  Relief  to 
our  People,  by  abolifhing  fomc  of  our  moft  heavv  Taxes; 
but  thCie  two  Ends  are  propofed  feparately,  or  rarher  oil- 
jundively,  and  not  jointly,  as  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other 
Side  ol  the  Queltion  have  reprefented  ;  and  that  it  vvill 
not  be  incompatible  but  neceffinly  etTertual  for  one  or  t'other 
of  thefe  i'.nds,  according  as  we  Ihall  chufc,  the  (}entlen!cn 
themlelves  have  acknow, edged.  When  we  have  approved 
ot  the  Scheme,  in  fo  far  a>  it  relates  to  the  Redudion  of 
Interefl,    it   is  then    Fimc  enough  to  cuule  winch  of  thefe 
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^.tro  lo.  Geo-  K"^s  we  (hall  apply  the  Saving  to ;  but  I  c^^nnot  help  now 

jf     ij'>()."'   declaring  my  Opinion,  that  we  ought  to  apply  that  Saving 

•   ^^■"k-^       and  fomething  more,  to  the  immediate  Aboiifhing  of  feme 

^^  of  our  Taxes  ;  not  only,  becaufe  the  People  will  gain  more 

by    an   immediate   Relief  from    feme   of  our    molt    heavy 

Taxes,  than  they  can  gain  by   a  total    Difcharge   of  our 

Debts  3  or  4  Years  fooner  or  later,  but  becaufe  it  is  become 

abfolutely   necefTary,  if  we  have  a   Mind  to   preferve  our 

Trade,  to  abolifh  fome  of  our  Taxes,  as  well  as  to   reduce 

the  natural  Interelt  of  Money. 

I  have  always  been,   Sir,  and  ftill  am  againfl:  applying 
the  SinkingFund,  or  any  Part  of  it,  to  the  current  Service; 
,  becaufe  I  think  fuch  an  Application  direftly  contrary  to  the 

Intention  of  its  Eftablifliment,  as  well  as  inconfillent  with 
that  Juftice  which  is  due  to  our  public  Creditors.  The 
ultimate  End  and  Intention  of  its  Eftablifhment  was,  to 
free  the  People  from  fo.ne  of  thofe  Taxes  they  were  then 
fubjeft  to,  and  which  were  mortgaged  for  the  Payment  of 
thole  Debts  contrafted  before  December  25,  171 6,  and  the 
only  Means  of  doing  this  was  by  paying  off  by  degrees  the 
Debts,  for  which  thole  Taxes  were  mortgaged  ;  but  when 
you  have  paid  off  thofe  Debts,  you  have  it  certainly  in  your 
Power,  either  to  apply  the  Saving  made  by  fuch  Payment, 
to  increafe,  for  the  future,  the  Sinking  Fund,  or  you  may  ap- 
ply that  Saving  to  the  ultimate  End  and  Intention  of  the 
Ertablifhment  of  that  Fund,  I  mean,  the  Freeing  of  the 
People  from  fome  Tax  or  other,  whole  yearly  Produce  does 
not  exceed  the  Amount  of  the  Saving  you  have  made  by 
fuch  Payment.  That  this  was  the  Opinion  of  Parliament 
appears  from  the  almoft  unanimous  Refolution  with  relpe<5l 
to  aboiifhing  the  Salt  Duty  ;  for  I  do  not  remember  that 
any  Gentleman  then  infilled  upon  the  Creditors  having  an 
jndefeafible  Right,  not  only  to  the  Sinking-Fund  as  it  then 
Hood,  but  to  all  the  Savings  which  might  grow  by  the  Pay- 
ments made  to  the  public  Creditors;  and  that  none  of  thofe 
Taxes  mortgaged  for  the  ]*ayment  of  our  public  Debts 
could  be  taken  off  or  abolifhed  by  Parliament,  as  long  as 
there  was  a  Shilling  due  of  any  of  thofe  Debts,  for  which 
the  Taxes   were  mortgaged. 

But  fuppole.  Sir,  tnis  had  been  then,  or  at  any  Time 
fince,  my  Opinion,  I  am  fure  I  have  lately  found  very 
good  Reafons  for  changing  it;  for  lam  now  fully  con- 
vinced, the  Sinking  Fund  will  never  be  duly  and  regularly 
applied,  either  to  the  Payment  of  thofe  Debts  contraifled 
before  the  Yeir  171 6,  or  to  the  Aboli'hing  of  any  of  the 
Taxes  mortgaged  tor  that  Purpofe  :  I  am  now  by  Experi- 
ence fuily  convinced,  it  is  a  Fund    which  Mini.'ers  in  all 
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Time  coming  will  be  nibling  at;  and  I  do  not  think  I  Jnno  lo.  Ge$, 
have  any  great  Reafon  to  exped,  that  Parliaments  will  be  II.  1736  7- 
lefs  coaiplaifant  to  Minilters  in  Time  to  come,  than  they  v*/''V~"^<^. 
have  been  in  Time  palt.  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  am  fo 
far  from  defiring  to  lee  the  Sinking-Fund  increafcd,  that 
if  any  other  poffible  Method  can  be  contrived  for  paying 
our  Debts  honourably  and  fairly,  I  Ihall  be  for  having  it 
entirely  abolilhed  ;  becaufe,  I  am  afraid,  it  may  hereafter 
prove  a  Fund  for  running  the  Nation  into  needlefs  Expences, 
oftner  than  it  will  prove  a  Fund  for  difcharging  any 
Part  of  our  Debt,  or  freeing  the  People  from  any  of  the 
heavy  Taxes  they  now  groan  under.  And  as  I  think  the 
turning  of  a  great  Parr  o{'  our  Debts  into  Annuities  for 
Life  or  Years,  or  the  Sale  of  fuch  Annuities,  and  applying 
the  Purchafe  Money  towards  paying  ofF  our  Debts  as  far  as 
it  will  go,  is  the  only  Way  of  paying  off  our  Debts  ho- 
nourabiy  and  fairly,  and  at  the  fame  Time  annihilating  the 
whole  or  a  great  Part  of  the  Sinking-Fund ;  therefore,  1 
moll  heartily  join  with  my  worthy  Friend  in  that  Part  of 
his  Scheme  which  relates  to  the  opening  Books  of  Sub- 
Icription  for  the  Sale  of  Annuities,  upon  the  Terras  he  pro- 
pofes;  becaufe  thefe  Annuities  will  ceafe  of  courfe;  and  as 
ioon  as  a  fufficient  Number  of  them  are  fold,  we  may  then 
order  it  fo,  that  the  Taxes  fhall  ceafe  of  courfe,  and  in 
Proportion  as  the  Annuities  fhall  ceafe  or  determine: 
Whereas,  if  we  continue  upon  the  prefent  Footing,  I  am 
afraid  the  Dodlrine  lately  broached  will  prevail,  that  the 
Nation  ought  always  to  be  kept  under  its  prefent  Load  of 
Debts,  and  the  People  under  their  prefent  Load  of  Taxes  ; 
and  that  the  Sinking-Fund  will  be  generally  diverted  to- 
wards the  Current  Service,  or  towards  difcharging  fome 
Debt  lately  contrafled,  in  order  to  gain  the  falfe  and  empty 
Applaufe  for  future  Miniilers,  that  they  have  not  laid  any 
unneceiTary  Loads  upon  the  People,  or  fubjeded  them  to 
any  new  and  unheard-of  Taxes. 

As  for  the  Pra«icability  of  tlie  Scheme,  I  believe.  Sir, 
That  will  fufficiently  appear,  by  fcttlng  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
other  Side  of  the  Queliion  right,  in  a  Miftake  they  have 
committed,  with  refpe£l  to  the  prelent  natural  Rate  of  In- 
terelt  upon  public  Securities.  They  have  told  us,  that  if 
the  prclent  Rate  cf  Intcrelt  upon  fuch  Securities  were  at  3 
per  Cmt.  our  Annuitities  at  4  fcr  Cent,  ought  to  lell  ac 
133  \,  Bank  Stock  at  183  \,  and  Eaji  India  at  ZOO  I.  per 
Cent.  This  Calculation,  i  iuppofe,  they  take  from  this  Pro- 
portion, that  if  3  ptr  Cent,  gives  100/.  ^  p^r  Cent,  the 
prelcn:  Dividend  on  4  per  Cent.  Annuities,  ought  to  ^ive 
133  I   and  fo  i^x  the  rcit  in    Proportion  to  their  refpedtive 
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jffino  10.  Geo.  Dividends  :  But  does  not  every  Gentleman  fee  the  the  Error 
11.1736-7.  in  this  Method  of  Calculation  ?  However,  to  make  this 
Error  manifell,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  Price  of  every 
one  of  our  Stocks  at  Par,  is  the  Price  of  an  Annuity  to 
continue  till  the  Principal  be  repaid  ;  becaufe  the  Public 
ftands  obliged  to  pay  them  100/.  in  Aloney,  for  every 
100  /.  Stock  they  iUnd  pofTefTed  of:  But  as  to  the  advanced 
Price  upon  any  of  our  Stocks,  it  is  the  Price  of  an  Annuity 
to  continue  for  a  certain  or  uncertain  Term  of  Years  a 
Foni^ perdu,  as  the  French  call  it  ;  that  is,  upon  the  Ceafing 
of  the  Annuity  the  Principal  is  to  be  entirely  loft;  becaufe, 
]er  that  advanced  Price  rii'e  as  high  as  it  will,  the  Public 
liands  obliged  co  pay  them  no  more  than  100/.  in  Aloney, 
for  every  100/.  Stock  they  Hand  pofTeffed  of. 

Now,  Sir,  with  refpcft  to  our  Annuities  at  4  per  Cent. 
does  not  every  one  fuppoie  we  fhall  be  able  in  6  Years  to 
reduce  them  to  3  per  Cent,  but  fuppofing  it  ihould  be  10 
Years,  then  if  the  natural  Interell  of  xMoney  be  no  lower 
than  5  per  Cent,  our  j^.  per  Cent.  Annuities  ought  not  to  fell 
Jor  above  loS'  ^  per  Cent,  becaufe  in  that  Cai'e,  an  Annuity 
of  3  per  Cent,  till  the  Principal  be  repaid,  can  be  worth 
iio  more,  nor  can  it  fell  for  any  more  than  ico/.  And  an 
Annuity  of  i  per  Cent,  for  10  Years,  at  the  End  of  which 
Time  the  Principal  is  to  be  funk,  as  well  as  the  Annuity  to 
ceafe,  is  in  prei'ent  Value,  at  the  fame  Rate  of  Interell, 
worth  no  more,  nor  can  fell  it  for  any  more  than  8  j  ;  fo 
that  according  to  the  preient  Price  of  our  4  per  Cent.  An- 
nuities, the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  mult  be  under  3  per 
Cent,  becaufe  they  fell  for  1 1  3  /.  per  Cent,  which  1344  per 
Cent,  higher  than  they  could  fell  for,  if  the  natural  Interelt 
of  Aloney  were   not  under  3  per  Cent. 

Then  as  to  the  Bank,  'tis  well  known  they  divide  but  5 
2  per  Cent,  that  their  Term  expires  in  6  Years,  and  that 
iheir  Annuity  cannot  continue  any  longer  than  that  Time; 
b£ca.ufe  if  proper  Mealures  be  taken,  they  may  be  paid  oft' 
in  that  Time,  and  if  their  "Perm  of  Banking  be  continued 
any  longer,  they  ought  to  pay  a  valuable  Confideration  for 
it ;  from  whence  we  muft  reckon,  that  their  Stock,  if  the 
natural  Incereil  of  Money  were  no  higher  than  3 /'*r  Cent. 
ought  not  to  fell  for  above  1 13  -;  or  1 14  per  Cent,  at  moll, 
which  is  100/.  for  the  Annuity  cf  3  per  Cent,  till  the 
Principal  be  repaid,  and  13  4  or  14  for  an  Annuity  of  2  ^ 
per  Ce?ii.  for  6  Years,  the  Principal  to  be  then  funk.  And 
lafily,  as  to  Eajl-ln-iiu  Stock,  as  they  are  now  cftabliftied  a 
Company  fcT  ever,  and  their  exclufive  Privilege  to  continue 
nli  the  Ytar  1769,  and  as  they  divide  6  per  Cent,  z  per 
Cviit.  whCiCof  ij   hum  ihc  ProhC5  cf  tiw;r  Trade,  fuppoie 
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the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  no  lower  than  3  per  Cent,  their  ^nno  10.  Geil 
Stock  ought  not  to  fell  for  above  149  ^  per  Cent,  which  is  U.  i-'36-7. 
100/.  for  tne  ^  per  Cent,  to  continue  tiil  the  Principal  be  re- 
paid, 8  and  fjme  more  than  -j  per  Cent  for  the  i  per  Cent. 
Annuitv,  which  'tis  furpoi'ed  the  Government  mull  as  yet  pay 
for  loYears,  and  near  41  per  Cent,  for  an  Annuity  of  2  per 
Cent,  to  contmue  for  3  2  Years,  being  the  RefiJue  of  the  Term 
of  tncir  exclufive  Privilege,  at  the  End  of  which  the  Divi- 
dend of  2  per  Cent,  from  the  Profits  of  their  Trade  wili 
probably  ceafe  ;  and  the  principal  Money  now  paid  for  the 
Annuity  proceeding  from  tiiole  Profits  will  be  entirely  funk; 
fo  that  fuppofing  the  natural  Interelt  of  Money  at  3  per 
Cent,  the  Premium  upon  Bani  Stock ,  according  to  the  Price 
it  now  fells  for,  is  above  37  per  Cent,  and  the  Premium 
upon  Eaji-India  Stock,  is  above  30  per  Cent  both  which 
are  much  higher  than  the  Premium  upon  3  per  Cent.  Secu- 
rities, and  is  occafioned,  I  believe,  by  People's  being  ge- 
nerally of  Opinion,  that  the  exclufive  Privilege  will  be 
continued  to  each  of  the  Companies  refpediveiy,  perhaps 
for  many  Generations,  without  their  being  ever  obliged  to 
pay  a  full  and  adequate  Confideration  to  the  Public  for  the 
Renewal  of  t.ieir  I'erm. 

From  hence  it  muft  appear,  that  the  natural  Rate  of  Itj. 
tereft  upon  all  public  Securities  is  under  3  per  Cent,  and  to 
infinuate,  that  the  Creditors  of  the  Public  are  in  a  worfe 
Condition  than  any  Pledgee  or  Mortgagee,  is  really  fome- 
thing  very  extraordinary,  when  all  Manicind  appear  fo  evi- 
dently to  be  of  a  contrary  Opinion  ;  for  tho'  a  VVarfliould 
happen,  it  will,  I  hope,  ratfier  lower  than  raife  the  natural 
Interell  of  Money,  becaufe,  I  hope,  our  Government  will 
never  again  fall  into  that  dangerous  and  de.uding  Method 
of  borrowing  Money  for  the  Kxpcncrs  of  the  War,  but  will 
yearly  raife  as  much  as  may  b^  neceflary  for  lupporting  the 
Expences  of  the  War,  and  anlwenng  the  whole  annual  pub- 
lic Expence.  And  to  pretend,  that  the  Scheme  may  be 
rendered  imprafticable,  by  a  Combmation  among  our  rich 
money'd  Men,  is  fiill  more  extaordinary  ;  for  a  Conipiracy 
for  dillreffing  the  Public,  in  order  to  prevent  us  from  being 
able  to  relieve  the  People  from  any  of  their  Taxes,  whac- 
ever  it  may  reckoned  by  our  Lawyers,  would,  J  am  fure, 
be  reckoned  by  the  People  a  Sort  of  High  1  reafon  againlt 
the  State,  and  would  confequcntly  make  the  People  think 
themfcivcs  jultiiicd  in  any  Mealuies,  they  might  thirk  pro- 
per to  take,  for  relieving  themielves  from  their  Taxe  in 
the  fpeediell  and  molt  effectual  Manner  ;  therefore,  I  iiO(e, 
no  public  Creditor,  uor  any  moiiey'd  Man  in  the  Kingaom, 
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J'i'io  10.  Ceo    wPl  be  fo  fa(h  and  iruprudcnt,   as  to   enter  Into  any  fuch 
JI  i-?'^--       Combination  or  Conipiracy. 


Ky^y^^ 


After  what  1  had  laid,  Sir,  I  believe  the  Arguments  made 
ui'c  of  tor  Oiewing  the  Iniprafticabiiity  of  the  Scneme,  will 
entirely  vanilTi ;  and    the  Dangers  ue  are  tiueaiened  with, 
either  from   its   i'ucceeding  or   not  faccetding,   will,  upon 
Examination,  appear  as  liitie  fubflantial.      That  the  Succefs 
of  the  Scheme,  or  even  the  Attempt,  will  make  Foreigners, 
efpecia'lv  the  Dutch,  draw  out  their  Money  all  at  once,  is  a 
Mi:fortune  wc  have  been  threatn^d  with  upon  ail  intended 
Reduflions ;  and  I   am   convinced    we  fliail  now  iind  thofe 
Threats  as  ill-grounded   as  ever  they  were  found  upon  any 
former  Occailon.      With   refpedl  to   Foreigners,  Sir,  parti- 
cularly the   Dutch,  there  are  two  inlhrmountab'.e  Obilacies, 
which  will  prevent  th.eir  drawing  away  their  Monty  ;  one 
of  v.hich  is,  that  it  is  impclTuiie  for  them  to  find  Purchalers 
at  any  Thing  i.eartne  Va  ue,  if  any  great  Number  of  them 
fiiould  refoive  to  fell  ;  and  the  other  is,   that  it  is  impoliible 
for   them  to  get  3  per   Cetit.  fjr  their    Money  any   where 
elfe,    upon   any  Security   equally  good  ;  for  the  higheit  [n- 
t&re'X  at  prefent    in    their   own    Country    is  but  3  fer  Cent. 
and  the  loweit  in  many  Cafes   under   2  ;  fo  that  one  Miliion 
Staling  only   broug'.it   from   Evgiar.d  to  be  lent  in  Holland, 
would  very    probably   lun  the   naiural    Interelt  of  Money 
down  to  2,   or  perhaps  to   i  per  Cent.    And  as  to  our  own 
People,    feme   of  them    might  probably   draw    out  their 
Money,  in  order  to  lend  it  on  Mortgages  at  ^  V/fr  Cent. 
on  good   perfcnal    Security  at  4,  or  on  indjficient   perfonal 
Security  at  5  ;  which  is  one  of  the  great  Advantages  to  be 
e.vpeded  from   the  Scheme;  but  the  Sum  to  be  drawn  cut 
for  thefe  Purpoies  could    have  no  great  Inllaencc  upon  our 
public   Securities;   becaui'e    the   drawing  out    of  any  great 
iSum  would  bring  the  natural  Intereil  of  iMoney  upcn  pri- 
vate  Securities    oeiovv  the    natural    Intereil   upon   public; 
Vvhich  can  never   happer,  as  long  the  Generality  of  Man- 
kind have  2  much   better  Opinion  of  the  latter,   than  they 
iiave  of  the  former.     And  as  to  the  prefent  Fall  of  Stocks, 
we  know  it  proceeds   from    the  Prattices  in  'Change- Alle^, 
ivaere,  we  know,  lo'.e  iV-opIe  have  been  mighty  inJullrious. 
.1  wifn  they  had  net  been  lo  :   1  wifn  their  Behaviour  at  this 
'i'ime  may  never    be   made  ufe  of  as  an  Argument  againii 
.all  cur  puulic  Creditors  in   general;   for  when  the  Eehavi- 
cur  ct  loirie  becomes   a   pauiic  Nuifance,  it  may  be  made 
uie  (ji-  againif  the  vvhcle  Douy  ;  rts  was  lately  tlse  Cafe,  with 
relpect  :o  the  Diltillers  and  Retailers  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 
J  fnali  grant.  Sir,   the  Reduction   of  lutereft  might  very 
proL-ibly  cin-iloiih  iiic  ^dva-ACcd  Price  wc-.jw  our  Ft;iids ;  but 
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I  am  ccnvincecl  it  would  not  bring  them  under  Par,  rior  J/'>;o  to.Geo. 
any  Thing  near  to  it;  nay,  I  do  net  know  but  the  Benefit  Jl.  17-6  7. 
of  not  being  ob'iged  to  receive  any  Part  of  their  Principal,  i/''\/^"XJ 
nor  to  have  their  Intereft  lefTened  for  1 4.  Years  to  come, 
would  raife  the  Price  of  all  our  Annuities  above  what  they 
ncvv  le!l  for;  I  think  I  have  good  Reafon  to  believe  it 
would.  Flowever,  rhe  advanced  Price  is  what  the  Public 
neither  has,  nor  ought  to  have  any  Concern  about  j  for  to 
fay  we  ought  not  to  do  or  attempt  any  Thing  that  may 
tend  to  diminifh  the  advanced  Price  our  Stocks  fell  for, 
would  be  an  Argument  againtt  ever  paying  them  any  Part 
of  their  Principal,  as  well  as  againft  reducing  the  Interell 
now  payable  to  them  ;  and  now  it  is  made  ufe  of  againlt 
attempting  to  reduce  their  Interert,  1  hope  it  will  have  jull 
as  much  Weight,  and  no  more,  than  if  it  had  been  made  ufe 
of  for  our  coming  to  a  Refolution  never  to  pay  a  Shilling 
more  of  the  Principal  of  any  of  our  Debts,  but  to  turn  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  fome  other  Ule  yearly,  and  continue  to 
pay  ti)e  fame  Annuity  we  now  pay  for  ever:  Which  Re- 
folution many  Perfons  without  Doors  would  be  glad  of, 
tho'  I  am  certain  no  Gentleman  within  triefe  Walls  vvuuld 
ever  agree  to  it. 

There  is,  therefore.  Sir,  no  Danger  to  be  r.pprehended, 
either  trom  the  Succefs  or  Difappointment  of  the  Scheme. 
To  at  empt  it,  is  not  climbing  up  a  Precipice ;  it  is  oniy  at- 
tempting to  da  that  which  we  are  in  Duty  bound  to  attempt, 
as  oft';n  as  there  is  the  Ie?.fi:  Profpedl  of  Succefs ;  ana  at 
prefent  we  fhafi  moft  certain'y  meet  with  fome.  This  tiie 
declared  F.nemies  of  the  Scheme  are  fufficiently  aware  of; 
they  would  not  have  been  foinduftrious  in  their  Oppofition, 
if  they  had  not  known  it  would  certainly  meet  with  great 
Succefs ;  and  I  am  furprized  to  hear  it  faid,  the  prefent  loud 
and  genera)  Coirplaints  are  nothing  but  Vapours  :  Every 
Man  in  the  Kingdom,  who  has  not  great  and  fuperfluoi's 
Sums  coming  in  yearly  from  our  Funds,  or  from  fome  Pofl 
or  Penfion,  is  fully  fenfible  of  the  National  Diilemper  we 
are  under;  and  I  am  fure  no  State  Phyfician  in  the  King- 
dom can  prefcribe  a  better,  or  at  leail  a  more  honourable 
Remedy,  than  that  now  in  our  Offer ;  if  we  do  not  apply 
it,  I  fhall  defpair  of  ever  feeing  a  Remedy  applied,  till  we 
change  both  our  Phvilcians  and  Nurfcs. 

Has  any  Man  faid,  has  any  Man  pretended,  Sir,  that  the 
Lofs  an  Annuitant  or  Stockholder  is  to  fuihin  by  the  Re- 
dudion,  will  be  made  good  to  him  by  abolifliing  the  Duty 
upon  Candles  ?  This  is  treating  the  Subjeft  more  ludi- 
croufly  than  it  deierves,  or  ought  to  'je  treated  ;  but  I  will 
fay,  It  is  better  for  every  Annuitant  and  Slockholderto  take 
X  k  k  2  tha'. 
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An»o  TO.  Geo.  that  which  is  thentaral  Intereft  of  Money  in  his  Country, 
jj   ,^,^__    than  to  run  the   Rlfk   of  being  foon  deemed  an    Uiurer, 
'  whereby  he  may  come  to  lofe  both  Principal  and  Interell. 

The  Reducing  of  the  Intereft  payable  upon  public  Secu- 
rities tothiit,  which  we  find  to  be  the  natural  Intereit  upon 
fuch  Securities,  or  paying  thole  off  who  are  not  willing  to 
take  that  Interell,  is  not  laying  any  Tax  upon  our  public 
Creditors ;  but  the  continuing  to  pay  them  4  fer  Cent. 
when  the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  is  under  3,  is  really 
making  them  a  Piefnt  of  400,000/.  Sterling  a  Year  j 
and  I  am  fure  the  Public  is  in  no  Condition  to  make,  nor 
can  they  pretend  Merit  enough  to  deferve,  fuch  a  con- 
fiderable  Prefent.  To  pretend  therefore,  that  the  Redudlion 
propoled  would  be  laying  a  Tax  of  5  ^.  in  the  Pound  upon 
them,  muft  appear  to  be  a  very  great  Miliike  ;  and  to  fay, 
that  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  there  is  no  Diftinftion  to  be  made 
between  the  public  Creditors  and  tlie  Public,  becaufe  they 
are  a  Part  of  our  own  People,  muft  appear  to  be  as  great  a 
^'liftake,  if  we  confider,  that  in  all  CaTes,  where  the  private 
Advantage  ot  any  Sett  of  our  own  People  comes  to  be  in- 
confiftent  with  the  Good  of  the  Pubnc,  a  Diftinflion  not 
only  then  may,  but  muft  be  made,  between  that  Sett  of  our 
own  People,  and  the  Public  ;  and  in  all  luch  Caies,  I  hope 
the  Good  of  the  Public  will,  I  am  fure  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred. Is  not  this  the  Cafe  now  before  Ub  r  It  is  tor  the 
private  Advantage  of  oar  public  Creditors,  to  receive  from 
the  Public  yearly  a  Prefent  of  400,000/.  bat  lam  fure  it 
is  inconfiftent  with  the  Good  of  the  PuWic  to  contmuc 
snaking  them  any  fuch  Prefent. 

But  of  all  the  Arguments  that  have  been  make  Ufe  of 
againft  this  Redudlion,  I  think  the  hardeft  and  moft  ex- 
traordinary is,  to  fay,  that  becaufe  our  People  have  long 
paid,  and  been  accuftomed  to  the  paying  of  heavy  Taxes, 
therefore  there  can  be  no  Compaffion  in  relieving  them 
from  any  of  thofe  Taxes.  This,  I  fay,  I  muft  think  very 
hard  as  well  as  extraordinary;  and  1  am  fure  it  is  as  extra- 
ordinary to  fay,  we  have  no  Taxes  upon  the  NecefTaries  of 
Life.  For  my  Part,  I  do  not  know  any  one  NecefTary  of 
Life,  upon  which  we  have  not  fome  Tax  or  another,  except 
Water;  and  we  can  put  no  Ingredient,  I  know  of,  into 
Water,  in  order  to  make  it  palatable  and  chearful,  without 
paying  a  Tax.  We  pay  a  Tax  for  Air,  and  for  the  Light 
and  Heat  of  the  Sun  in  the  Day  Time,  by  Means  of  our 
Tax  upon  Windows;  and  for  Light  and  Heat  in  the  Night 
Time,  by  Means  of  our  Duties  upon  Coals  and  Candles  ; 
we  pay  a  Tax  upon  Bread,  Meat,  Routs,  and  Herbs,  of  all 
Kinds,   by  Mc^n':  cf  cur  Salt  Duty;    we  pay  a  7~ax  upon 
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Small  Beer,  by  Means  oi  the  Malt  Tax,  and  a  heavy  addi-  Anno  lo.  Geo* 
tioiial  lax  upon  iuong  Beer,  by  Way  of  Excife;  nay  we  II.  1736-7. 
cannot  nuve  any  clean  I'hing  to  put  upon  our  Backs,  either  Vfc/"°Y^^/ 
of  VVoOilen  or  Linnen,  without  paying  a  Tax,  by  Means  of 
the  iju;y  upon  So  .p  :  And  tho'  molt  of  theft  Taxes  may 
feem  to  be  fmalj  and  eai'y  to  a  rich  Stockholder,  who  has 
Thouiands  a  Year  coming  in,  yet  to  a  poor  Labourer  or  Ma- 
nufacturer, who  Jias  not  perhaps  above  %  d.  ox  \  s.  a.  Day, 
and  himfelf  and  Family  to  maintain  out  of  it,  every  one 
of  them  mull  leem  giievous,  and  always  will  be  feverely 
felt;  till  he  can  prevail  with  his  Mailer,  on  account  of  thefe 
Taxes,  to  raife  his  Wages  ;  and  then,  by  the  Lofs  of  Em- 
ployment, he  is  brojghc  into  a  worfe  Condition  than  he 
was  before.  Therefore,  from  the  great  Dillrefs  many  fuch 
poor  Families  are  in,  and  the  infinite  Multitude  there  are 
of  luch  in  the  Kingdom,  Compalhon  may  be  ftrongly 
pleaded  in  Favour  of  the  Redudion,  and  can,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, have  little  or  no  Weight  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Scale  ;  for  Gentlemen  may  talk  wnat  they  will  about  Or- 
phans, Widows,  and  other  Ladies,  but  1  believe  the  Re- 
duction will  bring  few  or  none  of  them  into  pitiful  Circum- 
llances  ;  it  will  only  oblige  fome  of  them  to  betake  them- 
felves  to  Bufinefs  inltead  of  living  idly,  or  to  retire  to  the 
Country  inftead  of  living  at  London;  and  for  this  very  Rea- 
fon  I  am  for  the  Reduftion,  becaufe  I  love  to  fee  People 
emp  oyed  ;  and  as  I  am  a  Country  Gentleman,  and  love 
the  Company  of  the  Ladies,  I  defire  to  have  a  few  more 
of  them  in  the  Country  with  us. 

I  do  not  remember.  Sir,  any  one  Argument  made  ufe  of 
againlt  the  Reduftion,  but  what  I  have  now  either  fully 
anfwered,  orfhewn  to  be  an  Argument  in  its  Favour  ;  and,  I 
hope  what  I  have  faid  upon  this  Subjedl  will  have  the 
greater  Weight,  becaufe  every  one  that  knows  me,  knows  I 
have  a  very  confiderable  Share  in  the  public  Funds,  and  that 
therefore  it  is  as  much  my  immediate  Intereft  to  oppofe  a 
Redu(!ilion,  as  it  can  bathe  immediate  Intereil  of  molt  Men 
in  the  Kingdom;  but  1  Ihall  always  confider  my  future  In- 
tereft as  well  as  my  immediate  Intereft;  and  I  hope  I  Ihall 
always  be  fo  wife  as  to  prefer  the  public  Interell  to  both. 
I  would  hot  perhaps  have  been  at  fo  much  Pains  to  fhcw 
my  Zeal  in  Favour  of  the  Queftion,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  contrary  Behaviour  of  fome,  who  are  in  the  fame 
Circumftances  with  me  ;  but  when  I  obferved  fome  Practices 
made  ufe  of  without  Doors  againlt  the  Queition,  which  I 
do  not  think  altogether  juilifiable,  I  thougiit  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  declare  my  Approbation  of  the  Queftion  in  the 
Zoloft  remarkable  Manner  ;    in  order  to  convince    Pofterity, 

as 


(  u^  ) 

'/!■•:"}  10.  Cr-f.  CIS  mucli  ns  lies  in  my  Power,  that  fuch  Praflices  ou»ht  not 
ll.:-:6'7.     to  be   imputed  to  the   piiblic  Creditors  in  general;    and  I 

ij<'y'-<)^  ^V''^i  t'ls  i'ime  may  never  come,  when  the  pib'ic  Creditors 
wii  have  Renfon  to  thank  me  for  the  Record  I  have  left  in 
taeir  Favour.' 

Thus  V,  e  have  given  tlic  Subflance  of  what  was  faid  in 
tlie  two  Days  Debate  upon  the  Vlotion  made  by  Sir  yo'7f2 
Barvard  for  fome  Gentlemen  in  the  ill  Day's  Debate, 
Wi;o  ieemed  to  fpeak  agaiiiit  the  Motion,  having  declared, 
they  thought  the  Motion  of  fuch  Coniequence,  th  t  tley 
could  not  freely  give  tlieir  Opinion  upon  ir  without  funner 
Time  to  confider  of  it,  therefore  the  furrher  Confideration 
of  the  Afi'air  was  pat  off  till  that  Day  Sevennight,  as  tif  fjre 
mentioned  ;  and  towards  the  End  of  the  D.  bite,  the  fecond 
Day,  'Thomas  Wimiington  Efq;  Hood  up,  and  made  a  Ihort 
Speech,  as  follows,  <vi%. 
Sir, 

n'-  Whihi?-  '  Whether  a  further  Rcduftion  of  Infered,  natural 
or  leo;a],  may  tend  to  the  Advan  ao-e  or  Difadvantare 
of  the  Nation  in  general,  or  whether  the  natural  Intereft 
of  Money,  lent  on  public  Securities,  be  below  3  per  Cent. 
are  Queltions  I  fhall  not  at  prefent  give  you  the  Trouble 
of  enquiring  into;  but  if  both  be  reiolved  in  the  Afrirma- 
tive,  which  every  Gentleman  muli;  oo,  who  is  for  agreeing 
to  what  is  nov,/  propofed,  1  can  fee  no  Reafon  for  our  con- 
fining cur  Refoiution,  or  the  Scheme  dt pending  thereon, 
to  South  Sea  Annuities  only.  For  if  a  furtiier  Reduction 
of  Interelt  muft  prove  a  Benefit  to  the  Nation  in  ^^enera?, 
we  ought  to  extend  that  Benefit  as  fir  as  we  can  im  -pole  i: 
will  go;  and  if  the  natural  Interelt  of  Money  upon  puDiic 
Securities,  be  below  3  per  CefiL  it  is  not,  in  my  Opiniori, 
to  be  quelHonc;!,  but  the  other  Creditors  of  the  Public  v.'iil 
be  as  ready  to  accept  of  ^  per  Cent,  irredeemable  for  1 .;. 
Yea;'!^,  as  the  South  Sea  Annuitant?. — For  this  Reafon,  Sir, 
if  Wc!  c"ine  to  a  Re.'olut.on  for  enabling  his  Mayeliv  to  onen 
Ecoks  of  Subfcription,  it  ought,  1  think,  to  be  general  ; 
it  ought  to  comprehend  all  the  other  public  Creditors,  as 
well  as  the  South  Sea  Annuitants.  But,  S;r,  there  is  .ano- 
ther very  llrong  Reafon  for  making  our  Relolution  general, 
which  is,  that  a  particular  Refoiution  with  refpeft  to  t'le 
South-Sea  Annuitants  only,  will,  in  my  Opinion,  be  partial, 
and  confequent'y  unjuft,  confider  it  in  what  \'iew  we  pleafe, 
for  that  Refoiution  muli  be  advantageous,  or  it  mult  be  dif- 
advantageous  to  the  South-Sea  Annuitants:  If  we  look  upon 
it  as  a  Refoiution  that  may  be  advantageous  to  them,  it  v.'iil 
be  {hewing  a  Partiality  in  their  Favour,  and  will  confcquent- 
]y  be  doing  an  [njuilice  to  the  relief  our  Creditors  i  on  tha 
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other  hand,  if  we  look  on  it  as  a  Refolution  that  mny  he  Anno  lo.  Geo, 
diictdvaniageous  for  tnem,  it  will  then  be  flicvvirg  a  Par-  II.  1736-7. 
tiulity  to  our  other  Creditors,  and  will  conlequtncly  be  a  ..^/''V"'^^ 
Piece  of  Injuilice  done  towaru.-  the  South  Sea  Annuitauts.- — • 
From  thele  Confideratior.s,  Sir,  I  think,  if  we  come  to  any 
Refolution  or  Refolujons  for  redeeming  any  of  cur  pub- 
lic faixlG,  and  for  enabling  his  xM;ijefty  to  borrow  Money 
ac  3 /tv-  Cent,  for  that  Pjrpofe,  we  ought  to  come  to  a  Re- 
lolution,  to  redeem  all  the  public  Funds  rideemableby  Law, 
tliHt  now  carry  an  Interelt;  at  d.  per  Cent,  per  Anriian,  and 
then  we  may  come  to  anoil.er  Rcfoiution  for  enabling  his 
Mdjelty  to  borrow  Money  at  3  fer  Ce;.t.  for  that  Far pofe. — - 
TheiCj  Sir,  are  my  Sentiments  with  rei'ped:  to  the  Affair 
now  under  our  Cwiiuderation  ;  and  if  tlie  liouie  fcems  to 
approve  of  them,  1  fnali  ti;en  riie  up  and  move  for  fuch 
ReioIuLions,  as,  1  tl.ink,  we  ought  to  come  to,  agreeable  to 
thefe  ben  iments.' 

Tothij  It  was  anfwered  by  Sir  'John  Sarnai ti  aVid  others, 
in  -"^uuil.ince  as  fjiknvs,  viz. 
b  i  :^. 
'   1  liere  are  two  Method:  of  d<-feating  any  Scheme  cr  PrC-  Sir  yo'-ri 
pohtion  off-red  to  tlii:  iiov.ll',    butli  of  which   have  been  Beir/i^irJ, 
cfitn  pracbieci  with  tiuccelG.      Ooe  is  tlie  plain,  blunt  Way 
ot  patting  a  Negative  apor.  it  at  once  ;  and  the  other,  which 
has  likewilc   been  prafliied  in    fjinier  Parliaments,  is  what 
we   may  call  a   Sort  of  Parliamentary  Play,  which  is,  by 
making  fuch  Improvements  upon  it  as  mufl  ncceuarily  ren- 
der it  abortive.  1  am  far  from  thinking  the  Hon.  Gen;Ien.aa 
has  any  luch   Intention  with   refpecl  to  the   Improvement 
he  has  now  offered,  bat  there  is  an  old  and  a  true  Proverb, 
Grafp  at  all,  lofe  all.     We  have  been  told  by  fevera!  Gen- 
tlemen in   this  Debate,  that  the  Scheme,  as  firfl  propoled, 
would  certainly  prove  impradlicable  in  the  Execution  ;  and 
if  there  was   the  leaft  Foundation  for  ftich  Apprehenfions, 
furely  that  Foundation   mull  be  very  much  widened,  and 
rendered  at  the  fame  Time  morefolid,  by  the  Improvement 
that   has  been   now  offered.      Our  S'^uth  Sea  Annuities  both 
old   and    new   amount  to  about    24  Millions  only  ;    ail    our 
redeemable  Funds  bearing  an  Intcrtll:  o^  Afer  C<r^.  amount 
to  above  44.  Millions;   and  will  any  Gcntitina'.i  :av,but  th.:c 
it  may  be  e;.ly  t^r  t.ie  Gcjverninent  to  !:orr.j\V  Money  ac  '; 
i,cr    Cent,    rufhcient  for    paying  i.iT  iuch  <,F  tlie  i'/oi^ritto'.  ■- 
of   24  MiHious.  as  r.ie  not  v^illiiig    lu  ace,  '.  of  that  ii:ierclU 
and  _,  et  it  may  be  t.,i;nd   viay  d:!!::..!:    i;,i    tia.m   co  borrow 
Money   -..t  3  fer  C.nt.    lufncient  \  .■:  p';yi;i;;  ctf  laeii   of  thi: 
Proprietors   of  4.1  jli' //:;-;  as  may  a^^t  l:   >;lill':V  '.,   ■;._    ,; 
of  Hie  JntCifcii  ' 
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Afino.xo  Geo.      If  you  refolve,  Sir,  to  apply  all  the  Money  you cin  bor- 
IF.  1736-7.    row  at  3  per  Cent,  only  to  the   redeem:ng   of  fuch  of  the 
South  Sea  Annuitants,  as  will   not  accept  of  that  Intereil, 
all  the  Annuitants  may  be  of  Opinion,  you  en  borrow  as 
much  Money  as  will  be  fufficient  for  that  Purpofe,  which 
will  of  courfe  make  all  or  moll  of  them  fub  cribe   their 
Annuities  at  that  Intereft  ;    fo  that  you   wi!!  have  no  Oc- 
cafion  for  applying  any,  or  but  very  littie  of  the  Money  you 
borrow,  towards  redeeming  any   of  the  South  Sea  Annui- 
tants,  and  may  therefore  app'.y  almofi;  the  whole  VIoney  you 
borrow,  towards  redeeming  the  Proprietors  of  your  other 
Funds,  who  will  not  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  upon  any  rerms 
you  pleafe  to  oirer ;  whereas  if  you  make   that  Refolution 
general,  if  you  refolve  to  apply  the  Money  you  can  borrow 
at  3  per  Cent,  tovvards  redeeming  the  Proprietors  of  all  your 
Funds,  which  now  bear  an  Interelt  of  4  per  Cent,  who  will 
not  accept  of  3  ;    not  only  the  Proprietors  of  your  other 
Funds,  but  even  molt  of  the  Scuth-Sea  Annuitants  may  be 
of  Opinion,  it  will  not  be  in  your  Power  to  borrow  fo  much 
Money  at  3  per  Cent,  as  will  be  near  fufficient  for  that  Pur- 
pofe; and  thus  the  Fear  of  being  redeemed,  being  confined 
to  a  very  few,  you  can  expert  but  few   Subfcriptions  in 
Stock  or  Annuities  at  an   Intereft  of  3  per  Cent.     Thus  it 
appears  evident,  in  my  Opinion,  that  the  farther  you  extend 
your  Scheme,  the  iefs  Benefit  you  can  expeft  from  it ;  the 
more  you  confine  it,  the  more  general  and  the  more  certain 
will  your  Succefs  be  —However,  Sir,   as  it  has  been  made 
appear  in  this  Debate,  that  all  our  Funds  are  at  an  Intereft 
below  3  per  Cent,  as  our  3  per  Ce7it.  public  Securities  now 
bear  a  Premium  in  ''Change -Alley;    and  as  the  Intention  of 
the  Scheme  at  firft  was  only  to  afford  an   Opportunity  to 
thofe  who  are  willing  to  lend  at  3  per  Cent,  of  having  a 
public  Security  for  their  Money  at  Par,  inllead   of  being 
obliged   to  pay  a  Premium   for  it  in  'Change  Alley,   and  to 
altbrd  an  Opportunity  to  fuch  of  the  South-Sea  Annuitants, 
as   are   willing    to  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  for  their  Money, 
inftead  of  having  4,  and  being  fubjeded  to  the  Trouble  and 
Lcfs  of  receiving  and  replacing  fo  much  of  their  Capital 
yc:ir';y,    or  every   other    Year;     the   fmall  Succefs  of  the 
Scheme  can  be  of  no  Prejudice  to  the  Nation  ;  but  on  tae 
contrary,   the  ieall;  Succefs  that  can  be  fuppofed,   will  be  a 
Benefit;  for  if  but  a  Million  in  Stock  and  Money  fhould  be 
(ubicribed,    the  Nation  will  thereby  fave  10,000/.  a  Year; 
therefore  rather  than   not  have   the  AfTillance  of  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  v/ho  has  mad?  you  this  Propofition,  and  of  his 
Friend?,  1  ihall  be  for  agreeing  to  the  Improvement  he  has 
been  p!eaf;d  to  propofe ;    but  1  hope  the  Hon.  Gentleman 

and 
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and  his  Friends  will  remember,  that  the  Scheme  thus  amen-  jj,,,,^  jq  q^q 
ded  becomes  properly  their  own  Scheme,  and  that  they  will    jj    j -725.7 
not   afterwards    endeavour  to  put  a   Negative    upon  the  ' 

Scheme  they  have  thus  made  their  own. 

The  Scheme,  even  as  thus  amended,  Sir,  may  turn  out  to 
be  of  fignal  Advantage  to  the  Nation  ;  but  if  that  be  true 
which  has  been  hinted  in  this  Debate,  by  fome  of  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  oppofed  the  firfl  Motion,  I  muft  confef?, 
the  Amendment  would  be  dangerous.  It  has  been  infinuated, 
that  all  the  public  Creditors  will  join  in  concerting  Mea- 
fures  for  defeating  the  Scheme,  that  is  to  fay,  they  will  join 
in  concerting  Meafures  for  diflreiTing  their  Country,  in  order 
that  they  may  extort  a  higher  Jntereft  from  her,  than  (he 
Would  otherwife  be  obliged  to  pay.  This,  Sir,  is,  'tis  true, 
a  Pradice  too  frequent  among  petty,  private  Ufurpers  ;  but 
I  hope  none  of  the  Creditors  of  the  Public  will  ever  delerve 
fuch  a  Name  ;  for  if  it  were  poffible  to  fuppofe  them  devoid 
of  all  Love  for  their  Country,  their  own  Interelt  muft  fug- 
geft  a  contrary  Behaviour  :  Their  own  Profperity  depends 
upon  the  Profperity  of  their  Country;  even  the  Security 
of  their  Principal,  as  well  as  Intereit,  depends  upon  the 
Profperity  of  their  Debtor,  which  can  feldom  or  ever  be 
the  Cafe  of  private  Borrov/ers  and  Lenders  ;  therefore  we 
cannot  fuppofe  the  Creditors  of  the  Public  will  ever  join 
unanimoufly  in  concerting  any  I'uch  Meafure?.  But  if  any 
fuch  Thing  were  to  be  dreaded,  they  will  furely  join  more 
unanimoufly  againft  the  Scheme  as  thus  amended,  than  it 
can  be  fuppofed  they  would  have  done  againlt  the  Scheme 
as  firll  propofed.  When  a  Nation  has  been  cfR'uded  by 
feveral  of  her  Neighbours,  if  flie  declares  War  againft  theiu 
all  at  once,  fhe  will  certainly  unite  them  altogether  againlt 
her,  and  may  probably  involve  herfelf  in  Ruin,  inllead  of 
obtaining  that  Reparation  which  Ihe  might  eafily  have  ob- 
tained, if  fhe  had  attacked  them  one  after  another.  The 
Cafe  is  the  fame:  If  we  refolve  to  reduce  only  a  Part  of 
our  public  Funds  to  a  lower  Interefl,  the  Proprietors 
of  the  other  Funds  not  being  in  the  fame  Circumiiances, 
will  never  join  with  them  in  the  fame  Meafures ; 
but  if  we  refolve  to  reduce  them  all  at  once,  it  brings 
them  all  into  the  fame  Circumftances,  and  will,  con- 
fequently,  make  them  all  join  in  the  larne  Meafures. 
I'his,  I  fay.  Sir,  would  be  the  Cafe,  if  it  couid  be  iuppofcd 
the  Creditors  of  the  Public  would  ever  join  in  any  Meaiurcs 
for  diftrefnng  their  Country  :  In  that  Cafe  we  ought  to  look 
on  them  as  public  Enemies,  and  then  we  o".ght  in  good  Po- 
licy to  take  all  poilible  C:ire  not  to  unite  ihi-'in,  by  attatkiiig 
them  all  at  once  ;  but  I  fliiU  ricver  look  upcn  the  j  uu.ic 
Creditors  as  public  Enemies,  nor  fhall  1  ever  look  upon  avi 
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yf;7??3 10.  Gca.  Endeavour  to  borrow  Money  r.t  a  low  Intereil  as  an 
II.  1736-7.  Attack,  even  upon  that  Part  of  them  who  are  by  means  of 
that  Money  to  be  paid  oft".  Quite  othcrwife,  I  ihall  always 
look  upon  the  public  Creditors  as  public  Friends  ;  there- 
fore, I  mull;  fuppofe  they  will  join  in  Meafures  for  render- 
ing efFeftual  a  Scheme  calculated  for  giving  an  Eafe  to  their 
Coi'iitry,  and  that  the  more  general  the  Intention  of  that 
Scheme  i-s,  the  more  generally,  and  the  more  unanimoufly, 
they  will  contribute  towards  its  Succefs.  This,  we  ought 
in  Charity  to  fuppofe,  with  regard  to  the  public  Creditors  in 
general,  V/'hatever  m.:;'  be  the  Behaviour  of  fome  few  of 
them;  and  upon  this  Suppofition, I  can  apprehend  no  Danger 
from  the  Improvement,  or  rather  Enlargement,  propofed. 
With  regard  to  the  Juftice  and  Impartiality  of  the 
Scheme  as  lirll  propofed,  I  am  furprized,  Sir,  to  hear  it 
queftioned  by  any  Gentleman  who  confiders  the  public 
Good,  or  the  diiFerent  Circumllances  of  our  feveral  public 
Creditors.  It  would,  in  my  Opinion,  be  of  great  Advan- 
tage to  all  the  South-Sea  Annuitants,  An  Annuity  of  3 
fa-  Cent,  for  their  Money,  irredeemable  for  14  Years,  is  a 
Situation  which,  I  am  fure,  is  highly  preferable  to  their 
prelent ;  but  this  is  an  Advantage  we  ought  not,  for  the 
Sake  of  public  Good,  to  grant  to  any  of  the  other  public 
Creditors,  if  v/e  can  avoid  it  j  it  is  an  Advantage  the 
South-Sea  A.nnuitants  deferve  more  than  the  Generality  ef 
our  other  Creditors ;  and  it  is  an  Advantage  which  can 
breed  no  Confufion  among  thofe  Annuitants ;  whereas  the 
granting  it  to  any  other  Set  of  public  Creditors  might  breed 
great  Confufion  among  them.  As  to  the  public  Good,  we 
jnull  confider,  that  moil  of  our  other  Creditors  enjoy  great 
exclufive  Privileges  in  Trade,  by  Means  of  the  Debt  due 
to  them ;  and  as  it  may,  in  a  few  Years,  be  found  neceliary 
for  the  public  Good,  to  dellroy,  or  put  an  End  to  thofe  ex- 
clufive Privileges,  therefore  we  ought  not,  for  the  Sake  of 
public  Good,  to  grant  them  an  irredeemable  Term  of  14 
Years,  if  we  can  poffibly  avoid  it ;  which  v/e  may  do,  if  all 
the  South-Sea  Annuitants  Ihould  agree  to  accept  of  3  per 
Cent,  and  great  Sums  in  ready  Money  fhould  likewile  be 
fubfcribed  at  that  Intereil.  From  hence  every  Man  muft 
fee  a  good  Reafon  for  not  granting  this  Advantage  to  the 
other  public  Creditors  in  general  ;  but  with  refpedl  to  the 
Bank  in  particular,  it  would  be  Madnefs  and  very  great 
Partiality  to  grant  it  to  them  ;  becaufe  their  Term  expires 
in  6  Years,  fo  that  it  would  be  granting  them  a  Continuance 
of  their  Term  for  8  Years,  which  is  worth  above  800, ceo/. 
in  prefent  Money,  and  that  for  no  praticular  Confideration 
at  all  ;  for  the  Rcduftion  of  Intereil  from  4  to  3  fer  Cent. 
is  a  Confideration  granted  by  the  other  Creditors^  as  well 
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as  by  them,  tho'  none  of  the  other  Creditors  are  to  receive  Jnno  lo.  Geo^ 
any  fuch  Advantage.  _  11,1736-7.' 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  particular  Circumftances    of  the 
South-Sea    Annuitants,   every    one  knows   they   enjoy   no 
Advantage  or    Profit  from  the  Money  they  have  lent  to 
the  Public,  but  merely  that  Annuity  or  yearly  Intereft  paid 
them  by  the  Public  ;    whereas  the  Proprietors  of  our  three 
great  Companies  have  all  along  enjoyed,  and  do  ftill  enjoy, 
the  Advantage  of  an  exclufive   Trade,  by    which  all    of 
them  have  made,  and  two  of  them    do  ftill  make  a  large 
annual   Profit,  befides  that  Annuity  or  yearly  Intereft  paid 
them  by  the  Public  j    therefore,  if  any  new  Advantage   is 
to  be  granted  to  any  of  our  public  Creditors,  which  ought 
not  to  be  granted  to  all,  if  it    can  be  avoided,  furely  the 
South  Sea  Annuitants  have  the  beft  Title  to  that   new  Ad- 
vantage.    And   fuppofe  one  Half  of  the   South-Sea  Annui- 
tants fhould  agree  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  and  the  other 
Half  fhould  not,  and  that  the  Subfcriptions  fliould  amount  to 
no  more  than  2  or  3    Mi/lions;    in  that   Cafe   it  would  be 
impolfible  for  the  Public  to  pay  off  at  once,  all  the  Annui- 
tants fo  flanding  out ;  the  only   Thing  that  could  be  done, 
would  be  to  pay  them  their  4  per  Cent,  yearly,  and  to  apply 
the  Sinking-Fund  towards  them  only  till  they  fhould  all  be 
paid  off:    With  refpedl  to  the  South-Sea   Annuitants,    this 
might  be  eafily  done,    by  dividing  them  into  four  Claffes, 
two   of  old   and   new   Annuities  at  3  per  Cent,   or   if  you 
pleafe  you  might   make  but  one  of  both  thefe,  and  two  of 
old  and  new  Annuities  at    4  per  Cent,   in  which  Cafe  all 
future  Payments  might  be  applied  to  the  two  latter,  without 
breeding  any   Confafion,   or  caufing   any   Difputes :     But, 
fuppofe  this  to  be   the    Cafe    of  the    Stockholders    of  our 
Trading    Companies  j     it    would     breed     great    Confufion 
among   them,    with   regard  to  the  Method  of  dividing  the 
future   Profits  of    their  Trade,     and  it    would  caufe  great 
Difputes ;  for  the  Proprietors  of  Stock  at  3  per  Cent,  might 
infill,  they  had  a  Right  to  a  greater  Share  of  the  Profits  of 
their  Trade,    than  thofe  at  3  per  Cent,  efpecially   if  it  be 
true  that  the   Annuity  paid  to    thefe    Companies   by  the 
Public,    enables   them    to  increafe   their  Trade  ;  and   even 
after  the  4  per  Cars,  were  all  paid  off,  they  might  infill  on 
their  Share  of  the  Profits  by  Trade,  as  long  as  the  Company 
continued  ;  in   the  fame  Manner  as  the  prefent  Proprietors 
of  Eap  India  Stock  might  infill  upon  having  their  Profits 
by    '1  rade  divided  among    them,    proportionably  to   their 
rcfpeftivc  Shares,  then  the  Debt  due  to  them  by  the  Public 
fliouid  be  all  immediately  paid  off. 

From  thefe   Oblervations,  Sir,  it  will  appear,  that  the 
L  1  1  2  Favour 
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Jnno  10.  Geo.  Favour  defignedby  the  Scheme,  as  firfl  offered,  to  be  {hewn 
II.  1 7^6  7.  particularly  to  the  South-Sea  Annuitants,  proceeds  from  a 
i^^^"V;  Regard  for  the  public  Good,  from  a  Regard  for  their 
^^  fuperior  Merit,  and  from  a  proper  Caution  not  to  breed  any 

Confufion,  or  Difpate  among  our  other  public  Creditors  ; 
and  can  any  Gentleman  fay,  that  a  Favour  founded  upofv 
fuch  fubftantial  Reafons,  is  ei:her  partial  or  unjult?  There- 
fore, if  we  fuppofe  the  Scheme  advantageous  for  the  South' 
Sea  Annuitants,  wc  cannot  accufe  it  of  any  Partiality  or  In- 
jullice  ;  and  we  cannot  fu.pofe  it  difadvantageous  to  any 
fuch  Annuitant,  becaufe,  if  he  does  not  like  the  Terms  pro- 
poCed,  he  may  continue  in  the  fame  Condition  he  is  in  at 
prelent;  he  may  continue  to  enjoy  his  4 /><.';■  Ctfit.  till  his 
Capital  be  paid  off,  and  I  hope  no  Annuitai-.t  expedts  to 
enjoy  it  any  longer,  or  imagines  it  is  doing  injuftice  to  him, 
to  put  the  Public  in  a  Way  of  paying  him  off  looner. 

After  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  I 
am  againll  agreeing  to  the  Amendment  or  Enlargement 
propofed ;  and  if  1  were,  it  would  not  be  without  good 
Reafons;  fjr  it  is  certainly  inconfill:ent  with  the  public 
Good  to  grant  a  Term  of  14  Years  irredeemable  to  any 
of  our  Trading  Companies,  if  wc  could  any  way  avoid  it  j 
and,  I  am  fure,  it  is  inconfutent  with  the  public  Good,  to 
make  a  Prefcnt  to  the  Bani  of  above  800,000  /.  which 
Will  be  the  Cafe,  if  we  grant  them  a  Prolongation  of  their 
Term  for  eight  Years  without  any  Conlideration;  and 
lallly,  I  cannot  think  it  very  confillent  with  the  public 
Good  to  run  the  Rifle  of  breeding  a  Confufion  and  Dilpute 
among  any  of  our  public  Creditors :  But  as  my  Hopes  of 
Succeis  depend  entirely  upon  the  hearty  Concurrence  of  the 
lionourable  Gentleman  and  his  Friends,  I  am  for  agreeing 
to  what  he  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe  ;  becaufe  the  full  two 
Difad vantages  mult,  I  find,  be  fubmitted  to,  and  the  laft 
will,  I  hope,  be  prevented,  by  each  of  our  Companies 
coming  to  a  Refolution  in  their  refpedlive  general  Courts 
to  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  upon  the  Terms  offered,  by  which 
all  Confufion  and  Difpute  among  their  Proprietors  will  be 
prevented  ;  therefore  I  hope  the  flon.  Gentleman  will  again 
rife  up,  and  move  for  fucn  Refojutions  as  m.iy  be  agreeable 
to  what  he  has  propofed'. 

T^hus  much  ivas  faid  upon  this  neiu  Topick,  and  there  being 
■no  Occafton  for  any  Reply,  the  foUouoing  Rejolutions  ^njere 
mo'ved  for,  and  agreed  to y  viz. 

Refolded,  ''  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  all  the  public  Funds  redeemable  by  Law,  which  carry 
an  Intereilof  4  per  Cent,  per  Annutn,  be  redeemed  accord- 
ing  to  the  refpedive  Frovifoes  or  Ciaufes  of  Redemption 

contained 
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contained  in  the  A£ls  of  Parliament   for  that   Parpofe,  or  Anno  \o.  Geo. 
{ivitb  Conje/it  of  the  Proprietors)   be  converted  into  an  Inte-     .11.17:56-7. 
reit  or    Annuity   not  exceeding  3  per  Cent,  fer  dnnu?n  not  {/"^f^Ji 
redeemabie  till  after  14  Years." 

"  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  his 
Majefty  be  enabled  to  borrow  from  any  Perfon  or  Perfons, 
Bodies  politic  or  corporate,  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money 
at  an  Intereft  not  exceeding  3  per  Ce?it.  to  be  applied  to- 
wards redeeming  the  national  Debt." 

On  Wednefday,  March  30,  thefe  Refolutions  were  reported 
by  Sir  Charles  Turner  to  the  Houfe;  and  the  firft  Refolution 
being  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  a  new  Debate  arifing,  a 
Motion  was  made  for  adjourning  the  further  Confideration 
of  the  faid  Report  till  Thurfday,  April  \\,  but  upon  the 
Queltion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  tlie  Negative. 

Then  an  Amendment  to  the  Refolution  was  propofed  by 
General  Wade,  and  feconded  by  Walter  Plumer,  Efq;  -viz.  Crneral 
That  inflead  of  the  Words,  rot  exceeding  3  per  Cent,  per  Wade, 
Annum,  the  Words,   not  exceeding  3  and  a  half  per  Annum  Walter  Flu. 
Ihould  be  inferted.     Upon  which  Mr.  Samuel  Sandys,  Efq;  ^^y^  £fq.^ 
took  Notice,  That  the  Amendment  propofed  was  fuch  a  one  }^i^^  Sandys. 
as  could  not  be  made  upon  a  Report;   becaufe  it  was  for  a 
larger  Sum  annually  tiian   what  they  had  agreed  to  in  the 
Committee  ;  and  that  therefore  if  they  had  a  iMind  to  allow 
a  higher  Intereft  than  3  per  Cent,  they  mult   recommit  the 
the  Reiolution.     Whereupon  Mr.  Plumer  {2i'\di,  That,  as  an  ji/^-,  Plumer. 
honourable   Gentleman   near    him    (meaning  Thomas  Gore, 
Efq;    had  before  taken    Notice,   the  Affair's    depending  in 
that  Houfe  had,  he  found,  occafioned  fo  much  Gaming  in 
'Cka?!^e-Alley,   that  if  the  Amendment    he    had   feconded, 
could  not  be  agreed  to  upon  the  Report,  he  would  be  againlt 
recommitting  ;  becaufe  he  Wc%5  for  having  the  AA'air  deter- 
mined Ibme  way  or  other  with  as  great  Expedition  as  poiTible, 
in  order  to  put  a  Stop  to  that  inlamous  Practice  of  Stock- 
jobbing. 

Neverthelcfs,  a  Motion  was  made  for  recommittir.g  ;  but 
upon  the  Queltion',^  being  put,  it  was,  upon  a  DJvihon,  car- 
ried in  the  Negative  by  220  to  157. 

After  which,  both  the  Refolutions  were  pgreed  to,  and 
Sir  John  Banicrd,  Mr.  Wortlev,  and  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  Sir   yohn 
were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  upon  the  Rcfo-  Punnard, 
lutions  fo  agreed  to.  Sir  J Dlt^.h 

The  chief  Speakers  in  thefe  Debates   in  the  Committee  J^h^'' 
and  upon    the    Report,  for  tlie  Reduction,    were,  Sir  John  Mr.  ir.irtley 
Bar7iard,  ih.Q  Majler  of  the  Rolls,  F.divard  Wortley  Mojjta^ue,  Montnaic, 
Efq;   John    Honue,    Efq;  Thomas  Gore,  Efq;   Samuel  Sand;,s,  Mr.  Hov:e, 
^Iq;  b'iT.  Ar>d  the  chief  Speakers  againil    tiie   Rcdudion  Mr.  Core, 

were  Mr.  Sa;:d:-, 


(  454  ) 

Jmro  \o.Geo.  were  Mr.  Alderman  Heathcote,  Peter  Burrcl,  Efq;  Samuel 
i  1.1 7^/5-7.  Holdcn,  Efq;  Sir  Charles  IVager,  General  Wade,  panics 
^__/'^/-\^  Oglethorpe,  Efq;  Robert  Knight,  Efq;  dffc.  and  Sir  Robert 
Mr. Alderman  Walpole,  who  fpoke  not  fo  much  againft  the  Redudion,  as 
Heathcote,  againft  its  being  then  a  proper  Time  for  undertaking  fuch  a 
Mr.  Burrely     Scheme. 

Mr.  Holdcn,  As  foon  as  this  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  Sir  John 
Sir  Charles  Barnard  Hood  up,  and  after  making  a  fhort  Speech,  moved. 
Wager,  "   Thnt  that  Houfe  would,  as  foon  as  the  Interell  of  all  the 

General  national   redeemable    Debt  fhould    be    reduced   to   3  /.  per 

Wade,  Cent,    per  Jnnum,    take    oft"   fome    of   the    heavy    Taxes, 

Mr.     O^Ie-      which  opprefs  the  Poor  and  the  Manufa£lurers.'' 
thorpe.  Upon  this  Motion  there   enfaed  a  Debate,   in  which  the 

Mr.  Knight,     Arguments  for  the  Motion  were  to  the  Efteft  as   follows, 
Sir  Robert        '^''3:. 
jralpole.  Sir, 

*  As  the  Increafe,  or  rather  the  Revival  of  our  Trade, 'is 
one  of  the  chief  Ends  intended  by  the  Refolutions  we  have 
now  agreed  to,  and  as  the  Profperity  of  Trade  depends  as 
much  upon  the  low  Rate  of  Wages  as  upon  the  low  Rate  of 
Jntereft,  I  ftiall  beg  Leave  to  make  you  a  Motion  for  ano- 
ther Refoiution,  which  1  take  to  be  a  natural  Confequence  cf 
the  two  Refolutions  we  have  now  agreed  to  ;  but  before  I 
make  you  the  Motion  I  intend,  I  fliall  take  the  Liberty  to 
make  fome  Obfervations  upon  the  Nature  of  Trade  in  ge- 
neral ;  and  in  the  firft  Place,  I  muft  obferve,  that  natural 
Commodities,  however  valuable,  by  which  I  mean  luch  as 
are  produced  without  any  great  Art  or  Induftry  of  rhc  Peo- 
ple, are  never  of  any  great  Service  to  a  Country,  becaufe 
they  maintain  no  great  Number  of  Subjefts,  nor  enrich 
many  Individuals.  The  Gold  and  Silver  of  the  ^panijh 
and  Portuguefe  Settlements  in  America  are  Commodities  of 
great  Value  ;  bat  as  they  are  produced  by  the  Labour  of 
Slaves,  and  enrich  only  the  King  and  a  few  great  Lords, 
they  have  rather  diminifhed  than  increaled  the  Power  and 
the  Riches  of  both  thofe  Kingdoms  ;  the  P^eafon  of  which 
is,  becaufe  they  maintain  no  great  Number  of  induftrious 
Subjeifl?,  in  which  the  Power  cf  a  Country  ccnfills ;  and  the 
Ricnes  that  belong  entirelv  to  the  King,  or  to  a  few  great 
Men,  are  generally  wafted  in  Lu.xury  and  Extravagance,  or 
empioy'J  in  ambitious  Projects,  which  no  way  tend  to  the 
public  .Good  of  the  Country.  This  prevents  the  Increafe  of 
natural  born  Subjeds,  and  render  inch  as  they  have  lazy, 
idle,  and  extravagant  ;  fo  that  thofe  very  Riches,  which 
are  brought  in  by  the  Labour  of  their  Slaves,  they  are  every 
Year  obliged  to  fend  out,  for  purchafing  the  Nccelfaries  of 
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Life,  or  fuch  Things  as  are   proper  for  fup'porting   their  Anno  lo.  Gso', 
Luxury.  IL  1736-7* 

From  hence  we  may  fee,  Sir,  that  the  only  Commodities  yj'^^f'^} 
proper  for  increafing  or  fupporting  the  Power  and  the  Riches 
of  a  Country,  are  thofe  which  are  produced  by  the  Art 
and  Indultry  of  the  Inhabitants.  The  Produdion  or  Ma- 
nufadure,  and  Sale  or  Exchange,  of  fuch  Commodities  is 
that  only  which  can  properly  be  called  Trade;  and  of  fuch 
Commodities  no  Country  can  have  any  great  Quantity,  un- 
lefs  they  can  fell  them  cheaper  than  any  of  their  Neighbours 
can  fell  Commodities  of  the  fame  Kind  and  Goodnefs.  Now 
as  the  original  Materials  of  all  fuch  Commodities  are  to  be 
got  by  the  People  of  all  Countries,  at  pretty  near  the  fame 
Price,  the  Difference  between  the  Price  of  fuch  Commodities 
when  worked  up  in  one  Country,  and  the  Price  of  them 
when  worked  up  in  another,  mull  always  depend  upon  the 
Price  of  Labour;  that  is  to  fny,  the  Wages  given  to  Work- 
men and  Servants  ;  for  no  fuch  Commodities  can  be  fold 
fo  cheap  by  the  People  of  a  Country  where  the  Wages  gi- 
ven to  Workmen  and  Servants  are  high,  as  Commodities 
of  the  fame  Kind  and  Goodnefs  may  be  lold  by  the  People 
of  a  Country  v»'hcre  the  Wages  given  to  Workmen  and 
Servants  are  low  ;  but  in  all  Countries  the  Price  of  Labour, 
or  the  Wages  given  to  Workmen  and  Servants,  muil  depend 
upon  the  Price  of  thofc  Provifions  which  are  necefiary  for 
their  convenient  Support  ;  I  fay.  Sir,  their  convenient  Sup- 
port, for  even  the  poorcll  Workman  muft  and  will  have 
fome  of  the  Conveniences  of  Life;  and  that  Country  where 
the  ufaal  Price  of  Labour  can  aflbrd  the  Labourers  moll  of 
the  Conveniencies  of  Life,  will  always  at  lad  corae  to  have 
the  greatell  Number  of  Workmen,  in  all  Sorts  of  Trade 
and  Manufadure.  A  Glut  of  Bufmefs,  or  a  Scarcity  of 
Workmen,  may  fometimes  cccafion  the  Wages  of  Work- 
men and  Servants  to  be  higher  in  one  Country  than  ano- 
ther ;  but  if  the  Price  of  the  Neceflaries  and  Conveniencies 
of  Life  be  equal  in  both,  the  Workmen  will  by  Degrees 
leave  the  Country  where  Wages  are  low,  and  repair  to  that 
Country  where  Wages  are  high  ;  by  which  Means  the  Price 
of  Labour  in  both  Countries  v/ill  at  lall  be  brought  upon  a 
Par  :  This  will  always  be  the  Cafe  where  the  Price  of  the 
NecefTaries  and  Conveniencies  of  Life  is  the  fame  in  both 
Countries  ;  but  if  the  Price  of  the  Neceflaries  and  Con- 
veniences of  Life,  by  Accident  or  bad  Mcafures,  become 
dearer  in  one  Country  than  in  ancjihcr,  and  continue  fo  for 
jome  Time,  in  that  Country  where  fiich  NecefTaries  and 
Conveniencies  aredearclt,  ths  Price  of  Labour  mull  rife,  or 
their  WorUnifn  and  Servants  wiH  all  Isavj  tlis-n: ;  f'oi  th'^" 
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'Anno  10.  Geo.  the  Defire  to  live  in  their  native  Country  may  keep  them 
II.  1 7 -^ 6-7.  ^t  Home  for  fomcTime,  and  may  make  them  chufe  to  live 
^y^^f^t,^  mucli  more  fparingly  by  their  Labour  at  Home,  than  they 
could  do  by  the  fame  Labour  in  another  Country,  yet  fome 
will  be  every  Year  deferting,  and  the  more  that  have  deferted, 
the  greater  Encouragement  will  thofe  that  remain  have  to 
defert ;  fo  that  the  Defertion  mud  necelTarily  and  inevitably 
at laft  become  general. 

This,  I  fay,  Sir,  will  certainly  be  the  Event,  if  the  Price 
of  Labour,  or  the  Wages  of  Workmen,  are  not  raifed  in 
Proportion  as  the  Price  of  the  NecefTaries  and  Convenien- 
cies  of  Life  rifes  in  any  Country ;  and  if  the  Price  of  La* 
hour  be  raifed  higher  in  one  Country  than  it  is  in  another, 
.>  we  may  eafily  fee  what  will  be  the  neceflary  Confequence. 

As  the  Price  of  the  original  Materials  of  all  Sorts  of  Com- 
modities produced  by  the  Art  and  Induflry  of  the  People,  is 
pretty  much  the  fame  in  all  Countries,  thofe  Commodities 
may  be  fold  cheaper  by  the  People  of  that  Country  where 
the  Price  of  Labour  is  cheap,  than  they  can  be  by  the  People 
of  that  Country  where  the  Price  of  Labour  is  dear  ;  the  ne- 
ceflary Confequence  of  which  mufl  be,  that  the  former,  by 
underfelling,willfirl1:  beat  the  latter  outof  all  foreign  .Markets, 
and  at  laft  even  out  of  their  own  home  Market ;  for  tho'  a 
Country  may  by  fev^ere  Laws  and  high  Penalties,  for  fome 
Time,  prevent  the  Importation  of  thofe  foreign  Commodities 
which  are  of  the  fame  Nature  with  their  own,  yet  the  Exe- 
cution of  fuch  Laws  will  at  lafl  become  fo  grievous  to  the  Peo- 
ple, that  it  mull  either  be  neglefled,  or  the  Laws  repealed  ;  be- 
caufe  the  People  cannever  be  perfuadcd  it  is  a  Crime  to  buy 
at  the  cheapelt  Hand,  nor  can  they  bear  to  fee  their  Fellow- 
Countrymen  punilhed  for  what  they  think  no  Crime  : 
They  neither  will  nor  can  enquire  into  the  Caufes  of  ths 
Dearnefs  of  fuch  Commodities  in  their  own  Country,  but 
will  think  it  proceeds  from  the  Covetoufnefs  of  thofe  con- 
cerned in  the  Trade  ;  therefore  fuch  Laws  always  have  pro- 
duced, and  always  will  at  laft  produce  Murmurings  and  In- 
furredions  among  the  People  ;  fo  that  the  Government  at 
lail  will  be  obliged,  for  the  Sake  of  Quiet,  to  let  the  Peo- 
ple buy  where  they  bed  can  ;  and  this  Liberty  will  put  a 
full  Stop  to  any  Manufidures  that  may  then  be  remaining 
among  them.— There  are  many  other  Confiderations,  Sir, 
which  contribute  towards  rendering  Trade  more  ilourifhing 
in  one  Country  than  another;  fuch  as  a  happy  Conllitution 
of  Government,  and  good  Laws  and  Cufloms  for  fecuring 
the  Liberty  and  Property  of  the  Subjed;  a  Regard  and 
Elleem  fl^.ewn  by  the  Laws  for  Merchants  and  Tradefmen  ; 
a  low  Rate  of  the  niitural   Interell:   of  Money  i  and  many 
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others:  Bat  this  I  will  fay,  that  of  two  Countrier.  alike  in  ,^r:nD  io  do. 
all  other  Circumuances,  the  Trade  of  that  Country  will  JI.  \^,j()-7, 
fiourifli  molt  where  the  Price  of  Labour  is  cheapelt,  and  i/^*'v*'*>,  j 
where  they  may  have  the  original  Materials  of  thole  Com- 
modities v/hich  are  produced  by  the  Art  and  Indullry  of  tlia 
People,  at  the  cheapelt  Rate.  Nay,  if  there  be  a  Riva!- 
fliip  between  them,  as  to  the  Produft'on  of  any  lucli  Com- 
modity, we  may  depend  on  it  the  former  will  ac  lalt  beac 
the  other  entirely  cut  of  the  Cufmefs.  From  hence  we 
may  fee,  how  ruinous  it  mult  be  to  the  Trade  of  any 
Country,  to  lay  Taxes  upon  any  Pro vifions  that  are  neceffkry 
for  the  convenient  Support  of  their  Labourers,  .Manu- 
fafturers,  or  Trndefmen;  or  upon  any  of  the  original  Ma- 
terials of  thofe  Commodities  which  are  produced  by  the  Art 
and  Induttry  of  their  People  :  From  hence  we  miuit  fee  that 
the  Trade  of  any  fuch  Country  muit  receiiarily  at  hiit  be 
undone,  if  their  Neighbours  be  in  any  Sort  of  Condition  to 
take  Advantage  of  the  Slip  they  have  made:  And  from 
hence  we  muit  fee,  how  nccefTary  it  is  for  us  to  take  the 
molt  efiectual  and  the  molt  immediate  Meafures  for  relievin»- 
our  People  from  thofe  Taxes  which  lie  heavy,  no":  oni'/ 
upon  almoft  all  Sorts  of  Prcviiions,  but  upon  almoit  all  Sorts 
of  Materials.  We  may  make  Laws  agninil  Smusygling, 
we  may  mnke  Laws  againlt  exporting  our  Vvoo!,  v,e  m:'y 
make  Laws  againit  inveigling  our  Workmen  into  forcM^a 
Countries:  Tlieic  aiebu:  qu.ickifh  Rcsneoics  ;  if  we  ha\e 
a  Mind  to  wo:"k  a  thorough  Cure,  v.'c  niui:  remove  the 
Caufe,  which  certainly  proceetis  from  oar  miny  heavy- 
Taxes  ;  for  none  of  our  V\'orkmen  would  go  to  for'  ign 
Countries,  if  chey  could  live  more  conveniently  by  their 
Labour  in  tlii;,  than  rhcy  could  in  ary  other  ;  none  of  our 
V/ool  v;ou!d  be  exported  if  ic  coukl  be  wrought  no  in  this 
Country  cheaper  tri,:n  i;i  any  oclicr,  efpccially,  it  by  our 
Treaties  v/e  took  Care  to  have  a  free  Entry  for  our  A'Jana- 
faflures  into  every  Couutry;  and  no  foreign  rvianufadlure 
would  be  imported  upon  us  if  the  prime  Celt  were  higher 
than  the  fame  Sort  of  jManufaclure  cou'd  be  bought  for,  hcrt! 
at  Home. 

1  know,  Sir,  it  has  been  fiid  o^ir  Taxes  arc;  no  way  in- 
fupportable,  nor  heavier  in  this  C.^.untry  tha;!  tl;cy  Lire  in 
H'llland  o\-  Fra:::::,  but  if  thole  ( •cnulemen  wcddd  compare 
the  Taxes  and  tlic  Methods  of  railing  them  in  this  Co-u!:t;y, 
witli  the  Taxes  and  Methods  of  laiiiKg  them  ciiher  in 
Irnnce  or  iiollund,  or  any  cihcr  Ccuncry  of  Eurcf:,  they 
will  find  that  the  '["axes  ;r;  tlii';  Country  arc  more  burden- 
fome  upon  Trntie,  and  tlic  Methods  ol  ra-iiag  tiicni  i.v,:i\: 
inconvenient  for    the   Merch-int  and    Deaier,    rlMnia    a.-/ 
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Jnr.BXO  Geo.  Country  of  Europe:  Infomuch  that,  if  it  were  not  for  thfi 
II  \nxb-l'.  natural  Advantage  we  enjoy  by  means  of  our  Situation,  and 
'  •'  the  many  flourifhing  Plantations  we  have  in  the  Weji-Indies, 

and  for   that  artificial  Advantage  which  has  been  handed 
down  to  us  from  our  wife  Anceftors,  and  which,  I  hope, 
we  (hall  take  Care  to  preferve,   1  mean   the   fuperior  Ex- 
cellence of  our  Conflitution,  Laws,  and  Cuftoms ;  I  fay,  if 
it  were  not  for  thefe  Advantages,  I  am  convinced  our  Trade 
would  already  have  been  entirely  loft.     Thefe  Advantages, 
efpecially  our  Plantations,  and  the  great  Exports  and  Im- 
ports we  make  to  and  from  them,  have   hitherto  preferved 
our  Trade  and  our  Manufaftures  ;  but  our  Plantations  will 
at  laft  fall  upon  Ways  and  Means  to  furnifh  themfelves  with 
foreign  Manufadlures,  or  with  fuch  as  are  worked  up  among 
themfelves,  if  they   find  they  can  do  it  at  a  much  cheaper 
Rate  than  they  can  have  any  fuch  from  us;  and  with  refpeft 
to  our  Imports  from  thence,  fuch  as  Sugars,  Rum,  Tobacco, 
Skins,  and  the   like,  we  may  continue  for  many  Years  to 
fupply  our  Home  Maket  with  fuch  Commodities  from  our 
own  Plantations,  by  means  of  prohibitory  Laws  and  high 
Duties  upon  foreign  Commodities  of  the  fame  Kind  ;  but  if 
our  prefenthigh  Rate  of  Intereft  and  high  Duties  continue, 
and  if  the  French  continue  to  improve  their  Plantations  for 
Years  to  come,  as  fall  as  they  have  done  for  thefe  twenty 
Years  paft,  I  am  afraid  it  may  foon  be  put  out  of  our  Power 
to  fupply  any  foreign  Market  with  any  even  of  thofe  Com- 
modities ;  and  if  all  foreign  Markets    fhould   be  Ihut  up 
againft  us,  both   with   refpccl  to  our  Home  Manufadiures 
and  with  refpedl  to  the  Produce  of  our   Plantations,  our 
Luxury  mud  either  greatly  diminilh,  or  we  fhould  foon  have 
no  Occafion  to  be  afraid  of  Foreigners  drawing  our  Money 
away  from  us,  by  the  Sale  of  their  Property  in  our  Funds  j 
for  if  they  could  fell  that  Property  for  any  Price,  which  is 
much  to  be  queftioned,  they  would  find  no  Money  in  the 
JCingdom  to  draw  out  of  it,  they  would  be  obliged  to  take 
and  export  our  Corn,  Cattle,  Tin,  Lead,  or  Wool,  in  lieu 
of  the  Property  they  had  fo  difpofed  of. 

That  the  Dearnefs  of  Provifions,  and  confequently  of 
Labour,  in  this  Kingdom,  does  not  proceed  from  Money 
being  more  plenty  in  this  Country  than  in  Fra?ice  or  Holland^ 
is  evident,  Sir,  from  the  natural  Rate  of  Intereft  between 
Man  and  Man  being  higher  in  this  Country  than  in  either 
of  the  other  twoj  and  the  Dearnefs  of  Provifions  and  La- 
bour, in  and  about  London,  does  not  fo  much  proceed  from  a 
greater  Plenty  of  Money  in  and  about  London,  as  from  their 
Taxes  being  more  numerous,  and  more  heavy,  than  in  any 
other  Part  of  the  Kingdom  ;  for  all  Taxes  are  more  ftridly 

raifed 
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raifed  in  and  about  London  than  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Ak?io  io.  Geo, 
Kingdom;  and  the  Inhabitants  in  and  about  Z,o??i/5«,  even  II.  1736-7. 
thofe  of  the  pooreft  Sort,  are  fubjefl  to  two  moft  grievous  V/"V^v/ 
Taxes,  which  almoft  every  other  Part  of  the  Kingdom  is 
free  from  :  I  mean  the  Tax  upon  Coals,  and  upon  Ale- 
Houfes  by  Virtue  of  the  Pot- Aft,  both  which  fall  extremely 
heavy  upon  the  poor  Labourer  and  Manufadurer,  and  mull 
neceflarily  make  both  Provifions  and  Labour  much  dearer  in 
and  about  London,  than  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
therefore,  I  hope,  thefe  two  Taxes  will  be  among  the  firft 
to  be  taken  off:  For  I  muft  think  the  Manufaftareri  and 
Labourers  in  and  about  London,  if  they  are  not  put  upon  an 
equal  Footing  with  their  foreign  Neighbours,  ought  at  leaft 
to  be  put  upon  an  equal  Footing  with  their  domertic  Neigh- 
bours, efpecially  confidering  that  they  will  be  the  greatell 
Sufferers  by  the  Reduftion  of  the  Interefl  payable  upon  our 
public  Funds.  But  there  is  another  Itrong  Reafon  for 
making  Labour  as  cheap  as  poffible  in  and  about  London, 
becaufe  there  are  many  Sorts  of  Manufadlures  which  cam.ot 
fo  conveniently  be  carried  on  in  any  Part  of  the  Kingdom 
as  in  or  near  London,  and  all  Ships  which  carry  out  a  Cargo 
confiding  of  a  great  Variety  of  Sorts  of  Goods,  properly 
forted  for  the  foreign  Market  to  which  they  are  bound, 
muft  take  their  Cargo  and  Departure  generally  from  London  ; 
fo  that  a  great  Part  of  our  foreign  Trade,  as  long  as  we 
have  any,  mull:  always  depend  upon  our  Exports  from  the 
Port  of  London  ;  and  many  of  our  homeward  bound  Ships 
muft  come  to  unload  the  whole,  or  a  Part  of  their  Cargo  at 
London,  before  they  can  return  to  the  Port  from  whence  they 
fet  out :  For  which  Reafon  we  ought,  if  poffible,  to  render 
the  Price  of  Provifions,  and  confequently  the  Price  of  La- 
bour, as  cheap  at  London  as  it  is  in  any  Part  of  this  King- 
dom, or  in  any  trading  Country  in  Europe  ;  at  leaft,  I  am 
fure,  we  ought  neither  to  impofe  nor  continue  any  Tax 
which  muft  neceffarily  enhance  the  Price  both  of  the  one 
and  the  other. 

After  having  thus  fhewn  the  neceffary  and  the  fatal  Con- 
fequences  of  Taxes  upon  the  Neceffaries  of  Life,  or  upon 
the  original  Alaterials  proper  for  any  Manufadure,  I  am 
convinced  every  GenLleman  that  hears  me  will  be  of  Opinion, 
that  as  foon  as  the  Intereft  payable  upon  our  public  Funds 
is  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,  we  ought  to  annihilate  fome  Part 
of  the  Sinking-Fund,  by  abolilhing  fome  of  the  heavy 
Taxes  that  opprefs  our  poor  Labourers  and  Manufadlurers ; 
for  that  we  have  fome  fuch  cannot  I  think  be  queftioned, 
after  what  his  prefent  Majeity  was  picafed  to  recommend 
to  us  from  the  Throne  but  a  few  Years  fince.  And  in  order 
M  m  m  2  tQ 
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-■  \c  G:;.  to  c~.r!v"n~e  a!l  thofc;  wiihout  Doors  that  this  is  our  real  In- 
i~]'j  -.     tjriirj.-,  we  O'ight.    I    think,  iminedia:e]y  to  come  to  I'ome 
'  y  "S)^     iu:h  Rclolutii)!!  ;   ijeoaiie   it   will    not    only    contribute    to- 
wards tiie  Succi.'b  of  liie  Scheme   we  have  jull  now  agreed 
to,  but  it  will  lik'.uit-;  contribute  towards  preventing  iome 
Oi  Oiir  \\'orkmen  from  going  Abroad,  who  are  now  perhaps 
making  Prep.irations  fjr  that  Purpoie,  and  towards  prevail- 
ing with  Iome  Maiicra  of  Manufadlures  to  continue  in  their 
Eui;iicis.  v.iio  are  now  j^crhap:,,  tiircugh  Deipair,  refolving 
to  g;\x-  it  up.      When    our  money'd    Alen  and  other  Stock- 
hoId>.rj  ice  a  fulcnin  Rclolution  of  Parliament  for  abolifhing 
ioii.e  K}[  cur  mc-ji  heavy  Taxes,  and  vvlien  they  confider  the 
great  Eencfit  tiiat  may  accrue  therefrom  to  cur  I'rade,  and 
the  gicat    Relief  it  will   afiord  to  our  poor  Labourers  and 
Manuracturerj,    if   ti;cy    have  the   leail   Regard    for  their 
Couutry,  they  will  certainly  contribute  with  the  more  Ala- 
crity tow.rd;-,  the  Succefs  of  a  Scheme,  from  which  lo  many 
p/oiic  i^^'ieiits  may  be  rcaionably  expecled  ;  and  even    the 
3.u^.;  ic  ;.,h  Stockholders  will  find  in  iuch  a  Refolution  this 
Con;,,.-,  that   if  their  Revenue  be  diminiflied  by  the  Re- 
rJuiiin;;  (vf  jntercil,  thdr  Lofs  will  be  in  feme  Meafure  com- 
rcii'atcd  by   the  Diminiition  of  their  Expercc,   which  will 
I'L  ti;c  ncc.jTary  Couiequcnce  of  aboliihing  any  of  our  heavy 
J  a.vef,  net  only  \\-lth  regard  to   tliofe  Commodities  which 
arc  v.r.cl.cirg.d  cf  the  'i'r.x,  but  with   regard  to   ail   ether 
Ccrts  C!.    (J(.rj:i;Cu!tics  ;  f.,r  a  'I'ax  upon  any  one  cf  the  Ne- 
Cfifar^-'s  or   Li'c  jirui:  c.^lrancc  the  Price,  not  only  of  all  the 
f.thicr  iXLcUfiiics  of  I,;,e,  but  Jikewiie  of  ai!   thofe  Things 
i;;.';  arc  prc-^ci'  e-:hcr  lor   the    Conv.nlency  or  tne  Luxurv 
ci  L.hc.      ir,er^.\.re,  the   aboliflilng  oi   loaic  cf  Cur  heavy 
M'axci  mull  ;ucc^i:iiy  i^acn  ti^e  icture   Expence  cf  t\^if 
]-am;.y  in  the  Kir.gclcr,!,  e:"ccialiy  abciit  Zs;;,?'^;/,   wiicre  all 
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aic  moll  iu.cily  raifed,   and   molt  ieverely  felt  ;  and 

ccnicq: 

;ei;tiy  a  }\c:oluiicn   for    that  Farpoie  muil  raturally 

tend  t: 

ivvards  m.ik:rg  every  Man  contrioate,  with  the  mora 
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to  be  re: 

at-ed  ti:e:cb",  v.'culd  be  the  iutreafe  uf  iat  Sinking- 
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Fiind,  I  fliould  be  very  little  anxious  about  the  Succcfs  of  Anno  ic.  Geo^ 
the  Scheme;  becaufc  I  am  now  fully  convinced,  That  Fund  II.  1736-7. 
will  never  be  religioully  and  regularly  applied  to  the  Ufes  i>'~\/''\J 
for  which  it  wis  intended  ;  but  will  always  ferve  as  a  Fund 
for  leading  the  Nation  ir.to  cxpcnfive  and  unnecefTary  Pro- 
jccls  or  Meafurcs ;  and  may  hereafter  be  made  ufe  of  for 
reiidering  fuccefsful  the  moil  wicked  Purpofes  an  ambitious 
Prince  or  a  guilty  Miniller  can  invent  or  contrive.  For 
tiiis  Realon,  1  am.  fure  there  are  many  ,  entlemen  in  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  Vv'ho  \n\\  be  much  more  fanguine  for 
the  pafiing  of  tlie  Bill  now  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  than 
they  woiiid  otherwife  be,  if  they  are  affurcd  that  tiie  Reduc- 
tion of  Intereil  will  be  attended  with  a  Diminution  of  Taxes ; 
and  nothing  can  contribute  more  towards  giving  Gentlemen 
fuch  an  AfTurance,  than  a  previous  Refolution  of  tliis  Houfe, 
that  as  foon  as  the  Intercll  is  reduced,  fonie  of  our  mod 
burdenfome  Taxes  will  be  abolifned  ;  therefore,  whatever 
Gentlemen  may  pretend,  whatever  tlieir  outward  Profef- 
fions  may  be,  I  friail  not  eafdy  believe  they  are  re?diy  and 
in  their  Hearts  for  pafiing  the  Bill  we  have  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  if  they  are  ;.2;a;nil  the  Motion  I  am  now  tg 
make. 

In  the  Debate,  Sir,  upon  the  Refolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was,  I  think,  n.adc  fully  appear,  that  a  Redudion 
cf  IntercH;  would  be  a  great  Advantage  to  the  Nation  in 
general ;  and  as  thefc  Relolutions  have  been  agreed  to  by 
tiie  Iloufe,  I  muft  conciude  tiie  Majority  are  of  the  Jame 
Opinion  ;  yet  fuch  is  the  Self  fhnefs  of  fomc  Men  without; 
Doors,  who  are  great  Stockholders,  and  who  ccniequcntly 
will  be  great  Lofcrs  by  what  has  been  agreed  to  Vvithia 
Doors,  tiiat  they  v/i'i!  not  be,  or  will  pretend  they  are  nor. 
convinced  of  wha:  i  :hink  is  evident  at  firil  Viev.'.  ihey 
not  oniy  endeavour  to  convince  themfclvcs,  but  they  endea- 
vour to  convince  ofaers,  that  tiic  Nation  will  be  no  way 
bcnelited  by  whr.t  we  have  refolved  on,  but  that  en  the 
contrary  molt  Tradcfmsn  and  Artif.ccrs  will  be  Lofcrs  ; 
and  tl:e  ch;ef,  nay  the  only  Argument  tb.cy  malte  ufe  of, 
or  indeed  can  make  ufe  of,  is,  I'iiat  we  have  no  Defign  tu 
abolifliany  oftheTaxes,but  only  toincrcafe  the  Sinking-Fund  ; 
'i  iius,  fay  they  to  Tradefmeri  and  Artificers,  you  will  be  no 
Ciainerb  by  this  Sciieme,  bccauie  you  injli:  pay  tiie  .xxwn 
'i'axe,>  you  did  belore;  and  as  our  Revenue  is  lo  I)e  ieffcnt.d, 
v.'c  mu.t  contract  our  Exper.^-^,  wc  cannot  I  '.y  on:  fo  mi:ch 
J..'oney  witii  you  as  we  did  before,  fo  tliat  you  will  be  Lo'ert, 
inflead  of  being  Gainers  by  the  Reduction  of  luLerch 
'''.'i!'.  Sir,  is  their  Argument,  ;!nd  by  mc.ins  of  this  Argu- 
j.;c:,t  they  may  raiil'  up  a  Spirit  of  Dilcontcn:  among  the 
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Jnno\o.Geo.  People;  for  it  is  not  eafy  to  pcrfuad*  the  Generality  of 
JI.  1-36  7.  Mankind  of  the  Advantages  they  may  reap  by  the  Reduc- 
\y'*s/'^\\  tion  of  Intereft,  unlefs  they  be  made  to  feel  fome  immediate 
Advantage  by  the  abolifliing  of  Taxes ;  therefore  to  evade 
this  Argument,  and  to  obviate  the  pernicious  Defigns  of 
fucii  felfifli  Men,  we  ought  now  to  come  to  a  Refolmion, 
that  as  foon  as  the  Reduction  of  Interell  takes  Place,  fome 
of  the  molt  heavy  Taxes  fluU  certainly  be  taken  off.  It  will 
then  be  cz.{y  for  any  Man,  who  is  a  Friend  to  the  Scheme, 
or  to  his  Country,  to  {hew  to  every  Tradefman,  Shopkeeper, 
and  Labourer,  that  he  mufl;  necefTarily  be  a  Gainer  by  the 
Reduftion  of  Intereft  ;  and  this  will  of  courfe  reconcile 
great  Numbers  of  People  to  the  intended  Redudlion  of  In- 
tereft, and  to  his  Majefty's  Government ;  at  leaft  it  will  put 
it  out  of  the  Power  of  thofe  who,  from  felfifh  Views,  are 
Enemies  to  both,  to  raife  any  popular  Difcontent  againft 
either  the  one  or  the  other. 

From  this  Obfervation,  Sir,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  fay, 
that  no  Man,  who  is  a  real  Friend  to  the  Scheme,  and  to 
his  Majefty  and  his  Government,  can,  in  my  Opinion,  be 
againlt  our  agreeing  to  fuch  a  Refolution  as  I  have  men- 
tioned; for,  however  much  the  Affedions  and  good  Opi- 
nion of  the  Populace  may  be  defpifed  by  fome  Men,  and 
tho'  I  do  not  think  a  Popularity  fhould  be  courted  by  un- 
juftifiable  Means,  or  by  mean  and  imprudent  Compliances, 
yet  I  think  the  Love  of  the  People  in  general  is  what  every 
Government,  and  every  private  Man,  ought  to  endeavour 
to  obtain,  and  therefore,  when  we  fee  the  People  miflcd,  or 
attempted  to  be  mifled,  we  ought  to  take  all  poffible  Meafures 
to  undeceive  them,  or  to  prevent  their  being  deceived  by 
felf.fh  and  defigning  Men,  However,  Sir,  when  I  fay  this, 
I  would  rot  have  it  thought,  that  I  look  upon  the  Revilings 
or  the  Applaufes  of  a  mercenary  Mob,  a  Mob  headed  by 
Clerks  of  the  Treafury  and  ether  fuch  mercenary  Creatures, 
to  be  any  Teftimony  either  of  the  Hatred,  or  the  Aiteftions 
of  the  People ;  for  iuch  Creatures  I  muft  always  look  en 
as  Enemies  to  the  People,  and  fhall  always  be  proud  of 
meriting  their  Refentmenc. 

I  think,  Sir,  I  need  no:  add  anything  further  for  fhewing 
the  Reafonablenefs  and  the  KeceiTity  of  the  Refolution  I 
have  mentioned  ;  therefore  I  fhall  conclude  with  making  you 
this  Motion,  to  refolve.  That  this  Houfe  will,  as  foon,  bfc, 
(as  before  mentioned.") 

To  this  is  was  anfwered  in  Subftance  as  follows,  njiz. 

S   I   R, 

I  fhall  readily  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
made  you  this  Motion,  that  Taxes  upon  the  NecefTaries  or 

Con- 
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Conveniencies  of  Life  muft  increafe  the  Price  of  Labour,  j^nm  lO.  Geol 
and  that  it  would  be  a  great  Advantage  to  the  Trade  of  this  II.  1736-7. 
Country,  and  a  great  Relief  to  the  People,  if  we  could  V^/^^X^ 
aboHlh  fome  of  our  mod  heavy  Taxes  j  but  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  in  thinking,  that  the  Taxes  in  this  Kingdom  are 
more  burdenfome  upon  Trade,  or  the  Methods  of  raifing 
them  more  inconvenient  for  the  Merchant  and  Dealer,  than 
in  any  of  our  neighbouring  Countries ;  and  much  lefs  can 
I  agree  with  him,  that  it  is  either  proper  or  neceflary  for 
us  to  come  to  any  immediate  Refolution,  toaboliih  fome  of 
our  moft  heavy  Taxes,  as  foon  as  the  Intereft  of  all  the 
national  redeemable  Debt  fball  be  reduced  to  3  per  Cent, 
per  Anmim.  I  wifh  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  been  at  fome 
more  Pains  to  fhew  us  how  the  Taxes  in  this  Kingdom  are 
more  burdenfome  upon  Trade,  or  the  Methods  of  raifing 
t  hem  more  inconvenient  for  the  Merchant  and  Dealer,  than 
in  any  of  our  neighbouring  Countries ;  for  thefe  are  Fafts 
which,  I  think,  deferve  fome  Proof,  and  if  any  fuch 
Thing  had  been  attempted,  fome  Methods  might  have  been 
found  for  fhewing  wherein  he  was  miftaken;  for  toafimple 
Averment  of  a  Fa6l,  without  one  Proof  or  one  Argument 
for  enforcing  the  Belief  of  it,  no  Anfwer  can  be  made  but 
a  contrary  Averment ;  and  in  this,  with  refpedl  to  France 
at  leall,  I  am  fure  I  may  be  juiiijied ;  for  all  their  Taxes 
are  not  only  impofed  but  raifed  in  an  arbitrary  Manner, 
and  as  moil  of  their  Taxes  are  farmed  by  Merchants  and 
Dealers,  their  People  are  not  only  loaded  with  the  Tax, 
but  opprefTed  with  a  Monopoly,  which  thofe  Farmers 
have  generally  the  Addrefs  to  get  into  their  own  Hands, 
by  means  of  the  Privileges  they  enjoy,  as  Farmers 
of  that  particular  Branch  of  the  Revenue.  In  Holland, 
indeed,  the  peculiar  Nature  of  their  Country  makes  it 
more  eafy  for  them  to  raife  their  Taxes,  than  it  is 
poflible  for  us  to  raife  any  Tax  we  can  impofe ;  but  in 
the  main  their  Taxes  are  much  heavier  upon  the  Ne- 
cefiaries  of  Life,  and  confequently  more  burdenfome  to 
Trade,  than  they  are  in  any  Part  of  this  Country,  not 
excepting  the  City  of  London  itfelf ;  where  the  Taxes,  I 
Ihall  grant,  are  more  llridlly  raifed,  and  are  more  numerous, 
than  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Kingdom  ;  but  this  does  not 
proceed  from  any  Partiality  towards  the  red  of  the  Iving- 
dom :  It  proceeds  from  the  Nature  of  Things,  which 
renders  it  impofhble  to  raife  the  Taxes  fo  flridlly,  or  ta 
impofe  fo  many,  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  as  in 
London,  and  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality  ;  and  this  Difad- 
vantage  is  fully  made  good  to  the  Iiiiiabitants  in  and  abou!: 
London,    by  its   b'jing  the  Mc:ropolis  o:  tl.c  KingJum,  'ir^d 
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the  Center.,  as  It  were,  of  all  the  Trade  and  public  Bufinerj 
within  the  iVZ/Z/J  Dominions. 
i^r-w-^i,^        With  reg^.rd   to   F>  an:e   and    HoUmid  therefore,    I   murt- 
think,  Sir,  '.r.;!  it  lias  been   the    genera!  Opinion,  that  the 
Siibjeds   of  cnr:h  nre  moie  loaded  and   more  opprefled  with 
Taxes  r.nJ    E:::;!";;,    thnn    the    People  of  this    Kingdom; 
and  with  r..^g:rvl  to  ar.v  ctr.er  Country  of  Eiircpe,  they  may 
r.ct  perhaps   h  ivj    '^^  rr;:v:y  or   fo  large  TaXes  as  we  have, 
becaufc  their   People  in    general   are  not  near  fo  rich;    but 
in  each  of  t^em  ti^eir  Taxes  are  more  heavy,    in  proportion 
to  their  PJcIic?,  than  in  this  Country,  and  their  Method  of 
jaifing  Taxes  is  aicre  arbitrary  and  more  cprreffive ;  from 
v/lience  I    muO:  cor  elude,   our  Taxes  can  give  no  Country 
in  Europe   an  Advantage  over  us   in  Trade,    nor   can   the 
Price  of  Labour,  or  the  Wages  of  their  Servants  or  Work- 
n:cn,  be  c!. caper  tlian    it   is   here;    at   Imft,   if  it   is,    that 
Chcapnefs  muil  proceed  from  their  not   having   fo    great  a 
Plenty  of  Aioney,   or  from   their    Workmen  and    Servants 
being  mere  frugal  nnd  indultrious,  by  which  they  are  enabled 
to    live   upon    leA   Wages.       Neverthelefs,    I    fhall   granr, 
the  abolifiiing   of  fome  of  cur  moll  heavy  Taxes  would  be 
a  great  Benefit  to  the  Nation,  and  a  great  Encouragment  to 
our  Trade,  becaufc  it  would  give  us  a  great  additional  Ad- 
vantage in   Trade,    over  every    one  of  our    Neighbours ; 
therefore  I  wilh  with  all  my  Hesrt  it  could  be  done,  but  in 
our  prefent  Circumirances  I  do  not  think  it  poflible,    or  at 
leail  not  confilier.t  uith   the  prefent  and  future  Happinefs  of 
the  Nation  ;   for    cr.r  Government  mull  be  fupported,   and 
not  only  the  Jnrerc;l  of  our  public  Debti  mufl  be  regularly 
paid,  bu:  a  Part  of  the  Principal  mufl  be  yearly  difchargcd, 
in  order  ihrit  wc  Vi-r.y  at  Infl  get  free  of  our  Debt  as  well  as 
of  moll:  of  cur  Taxes.      If  we  abolifh  any  of  our  Taxes 
b.Tcre  0  :r  Debts   are  paid    off,   we   mud  remain    longer  in 
jDcbt,   ;;rd   consequently   mu!l   remain    longer  under  thofe 
Taxes  ti.at  are  Iz^.-.  unabclifiicd  ,•  fo  that  the  only  Difference 
j~,   wlieti.er   we   Hiall    remain    under    two  Taxes   of  equal 
■\'alue  for  :o  Ycarf,  or  under  o.tc  of  thefe  Taxes  only  for 
40  Ye:,r;  ?   Wkicii  is  a  Qiieftion  that  in  my  Opinion  is  very 
doi^hiful,  and  requires  a  very  mature  Confideration.      How- 
ever, fu^pois  I  were  to  admit  th^t  ;c;ne  of  our  Tax-'s  ought 
to  be  taken  of.",  as  focn  as   the  Intcreft   piyable  upon    our 
j'lLIic  Tands  is  rccuccd  to  3  per  Cc;-t.  luppofe    I    were  to 
admit  that   it  wcuid  be  better   tor  the  Nation  to  remain  40 
Years  under  a    'J'xcf  icc.goo/.  yearlv,    than  to  remain 
nut  20  ''I'cars  ■^':^i■^■:  two  Tr.xe;  of   ico,cco/.    yearly  each; 
yc:  I  cmnc:  uizd:  litat  it  is  either  neceiihry  or  r roper  for 

thi- 
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tTiis  Iloufe,  upon  the  prefent  Occafion,  to  come  to  any  fuch  Juno  lo.GfO' 
Refolution  as  has  been  propofed.  II.  i  "76-7. 

Every  one  knows.  Sir,  and  the  Gentleman  who  moved  t/'~Y'"*\y 
you  this  Quellion  is  very  fenfible,  that  no  Parliament  has 
any  Power  or  Authority  over  a  future  Parliament,  nor  can 
the  Refolution  of  one  Seffion  be  a  Tye  or  Obiigation  upon 
any  fucceeding  Seffion.  The  Event  which  the  Refolution 
propofed  relates  to,  is  an  Event  which  cannot  poffibly 
happen  during  this  Seffion  :  It  is  impoffible  to  fuppofe  that 
during  this  Seffiion  the  Interelt  upon  all  our  public  Funds 
can  be  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,  therefore  our  refolving  what 
Ihall  be  done  when  that  Event  happens,  is  undertaking  for  a 
future  Seffiion,  which  we  have  no  Power  over,  nor  can  pretend 
to  prefcribe  to.  For  this  Reafon,  if  the  Intention  of  the 
Relolution  be  to  encourage  our  public  Creditors  to  come  in 
and  fubfcribe  their  refpedive  Debts  at  3  per  Cent.  I  mull 
beg  leave  to  lay  it  is  in  fome  meafure  a  fort  of  fraudulent 
Intention,  becaufe  it  is  offering  them  a  Conficeration  which 
we  have  no  Power  to  offer  ;  it  is  making  them  a  Promife 
which  we  cannot  fulfil,  nor  oblige  any  fucceeding  Seffion  to 
fulfil  ;  and  I  hope  this  Hcufe  will  always  be  fo  careful  or 
its  Honour,  as  never  to  come  to  any  Refolution  or  Deter- 
mination, that  may  bear  the  leall  Imputuation  of  being  any 
v/ay  fraudulent  or  deceitful. 

Ijut  fuppofe,  Sir,  we  had  a  Power  to  refolre  or  determine: 
what  ihall  be  done  by  any  future  Seffion,  yet  upon  the  pre- 
fent Occafion  v.'e  ought  to  avoid  coming  to  any  fuch  Refolu- 
tion or  Determination,  as  what  is  nov/  propofed;  becaufe 
it  will  be  looked  on  as  a  fort  of  threatning.  It  is  a  fort 
of  public  Declaration  that  the  Nation  ffiall  never  be  freed 
from  any  of  its  Taxes,  till  the  public  Creditors  agree  to 
r.ccept  of  3  per  Cent,  for  the  Money  due  to  them,  but  thac 
it  fhall  bs  freed  from  fome  of  its  moil  heavy  Taxes,  as  foon 
as  they  agree  to  accept  of  that  Interelh  By  fuch  a  Decla- 
ration, what  an  unlucky  Circunillance  fliall  we  put  all  our 
Creditors  in  !  They  mull  give  up  a  fourth  Part  of  their 
Revenue,  which  many  of  them  can  very  ill  fpare,  they 
mult  accept  of  a  lower  Intereft  for  their  Money  than  any 
other  Man  in  the  Ivingdom  has,  or  they  mull  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  Mal'ce  and  Reientment  of  the  People  in  general  ; 
for  upon  their  P^efuial  every  Man  in  the  ICingdom  would 
look  upon  tlu,"m  as  the  Cauie  of  all  the  Taxes  he  pays,  and 
every  unfortunate  Man  would  look  upon  them  as  the  Au- 
thors of  his  Mi(cry.  Nor  does  it  f.gnify  any  thing  to  fay, 
tliat  thole  v.'ho  do  not  chufe  to  accept  of,  or  cannot  live  upori 
3  per  Cent,  for  their  Money,  m;iy  fell  out  and  employ  their 
.Money  where  they  bell  can;  for  if  many  of  them  ffinuld 
\o;. .    i\  .  l\    a   11  rL'l';!ve 


(466) 

Ar.iic  10,  Ceo.  refolve  to  fell  out,  it  would  foon  bring  the  Price  of  every 
11.  1736-7.  one  of  our  Funds  below  Par,  and  then  they  would  be  redu- 
ced to  the  hard  Neceffity  of  lofing  a  Part  of  their  Capital, 
or  of  taking  fuch  an  Intereft  as  the  Public  fhould  be  pleafed 
to  give  them.  After  fuch  a  public  Declaration  therefore, 
molt  of  thofe  who  are  now  the  Creditors  of  the  Public, 
muli  necefTarily  remain  fo,  and  if  they  do,  they  mull  either 
accept  of  3  per  Ce  nt.  or  they  mull  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
Malice  and  Refentment  of  the  whole  Nation,  which  is  a 
Circumllance  no  wife  Man  would  chufe  ;  and  for  this  Rea- 
fon  I  niuft  look  upon  the  Refolution  propofed,  as  a  fort  of 
threatening  and  frightening  our  Creditors  into  the  accepting 
of  3  per  Cent,  which  is  a  fort  of  T'reatment  I  fhali  never, 
for  any  Confideration,  agree  to. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  Method  of  treating  our  public  Creditors, 
which  I  hope  we  fhiil  never  have  the  lead  Occafion  for  5 
and  in  order  to  prevent  the  Nation's  being  of  Opinion  that 
they  can  never  be  freed  from  Taxes,  unlefs  the  Intereft 
upon  all  our  public  Funds  be  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,  and 
confequently  to  prevent  any  public  Creditor  from  incurring 
the  Refentment  of  the  People  for  refufing  to  accept  of  that 
Intereft,  I  malt  beg  Leave  to  put  you  in  Mind,  that  tho'  the 
Intereil  of  our  public  Funds  be  never  reduced  below  what 
it  is  at  prefent,  yet  if  our  Taxes  be  continued,  and  the 
Sinking  Fund  regularly  applied,  the  People  may  be  freed 
from  all  their  Taxes,  except  fuch  as  are  neceffary  for  the 
current  Service,  in  about  24  Years,  fuppofing  our  Debts  to 
be  48  Millions,  and  the  annual  Amount  of  the  Sinking-Fund 
to  be  i,20o,cco/.  And  that  if  it  fhould  be  thought  for 
the  Benefit  of  the  Nation  to  abolifh  fome  cf  our  heavy 
Taxes,  before  our  Debts  be  wholly  paid  ofF,  we  may  now 
do  it  without  any  Redu£lion  of  Interell,  and  yet  leave  a 
very  confiderable  Sinking-Fund  remaining  for  the  Payment 
cf  a  Part  of  our  Debts  yearly  :  Nay,  all  the  Advantage  we 
can  expedt  by  the  great  Reduction  propofed,  is  only  an  Ad- 
dition of  about  400,00c/.  a  Year  to  the  Sinking-Fund, 
and  that  Addition  we  fliall  acquire  in  lefs  than  8  Years, 
without  any  Redudion  of  Intereft,  or  threatening  our  pub- 
lic-Creditors v^ith  the  public  Refentment;  fo  that  in  lefs  than 
8  Years  Time  we  fhall  be  in  as  good  a  Condition  for 
aboiiiliing  Taxes,  and  may  abolifh  as  many  of  them,  with- 
out any  fuch  Reduflion,  as  we  can  do  at  prefent,  fuppofing 
fuch  a  RcduAion  were  already  brought  about :  From  all 
which  I  mult  conclude,  that,  with  refped  to  the  abolifhing 
of  Taxes,  it  is  no  Matter  of  any  great  Moment  to  the 
People,  whether  the  Redudlion  takes  Place  or  not. 

J  Ihill  readily  grant,  Sir,  that  the  Reducing  of  the  Inte- 

leit 
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fell  upon  our  Funds  from  4  to  3  per  Cent,  would  be  a  con-  Jnno  10  G.-v:, 
fiderable  Saving  to  the  Public ;  but  to  pretend  that  the  II.  ^'736-7. 
abolifhing  of  Taxes  equal  in  Value  to  that  Reduftion,  V>^'"N>^ 
would  be  a  Compenfation  to  the  public  Creditors  for  the 
Lofs  of  one  fourth  Part  of  their  yearly  Revenue,  is  what 
lam  not  a  little  furprized  at;  for  the  abolifhing  of  the 
Duties  upon  Candles  and  Soap  would  amount  almolt  to  the 
full  Value  of  what  we  could  fave  by  the  Redudlion  ;  and  to 
pretend  that  the  faving  of  i  i^.  a  Pound  upon  Candles,  and 
Three-halfpence  a  Pound  upon  Soap,  would  be  a  Compen- 
fation to  a  Man  who  lofes  100/.  a  Year  or  more  by  the 
Redudlion,  is  fomething  very  extraordinary.  But  fuppofe 
I  fhould  admit  that  the  Saving  in  one  Way  would  be  a 
Compenfation  for  the  Lofs  in  the  other,  that  Compenfation 
is  what  we  have  no  Power  to  promife,  and  therefore  we 
ought  not  to  propofe  it  as  an  Inducement  for  any  of  our 
Creditors  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent,  nor  ought  we  by  any 
Refolution  to  give  them  Hopes  of  its  being  a  Compenfation 
they  will  certainly  meet  with  ;  for  I  am  fure,  in  private 
Life,  it  would  not  be  reckoned  very  honourable  for  a  Man 
to  promife,  or  fo  much  as  infinuate,  a  Reward  or  Compen- 
fation, which  he  had  no  Power  to  give;  and  as  in  all  our 
Proceedings  we  have  been,  fo  I  hope  we  always  fliall  be  as 
jealous  of  our  Honour,  as  any  private  Man  can  or  ought  to 
be. 

For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  we  ought  not  to  make  any  fuch 
Promife,  or  propofe  any  fuch  Compenfation,  even  tho'  the 
People  without  Doors  were  fo  far  millaken  about  the 
Power  of  Parliament,  as  to  imagine  the  Refolutions  of  one 
SefTion  were  binding  upon  every  fucceeding  SefTion  ;  but 
as  the  People  without  Doors  are  fully  apprized  of  the 
Extent  of  our  Power,  as  it  is  generally  known  without 
Doors,  as  well  as  within,  that  no  Refolution  of  this  SefFion, 
can  lay  an  indifpenfable  Obligation  upon  any  future  Seffion 
therefore  we  cannot  expedl  that  the  Refolution  now  pro- 
pofed,  or  any  fuch  Refolution,  can  any  way  contribute  to 
the  Revival  of  our  Trade,  the  Succefs  of  the  Scheme  now 
before  us,  or  the  rendering  the  People  better,  or  more  gene- 
rally well  afFefted  tov;ards  liis  Majelly  and  his  Govern- 
ment, than  they  are  at  prefent.  On  the  contrary,  1  believe 
it  would  have  a  quite  contrary  EfFeft,  with  regard  to  every 
one  of  thefe  thiee  Purpofes ;  becaufe  it  wouid  give  the 
People  without  Doors  a  mean  Opinion  of  our  Proceeding: , 
and  the  Enemies  to  the  Scheme  vi'ould  not  fail  to  rcpreient 
luch  a  Refolution  in  the  mofl  ridiculous  Light. 

From  hence,   Sir,  I  muit  beg  leave   to  djfltr  fo  far  froin 

the  Hon.  Gentlcraanj  as  to  think,  that  no  Geniltm:;n,  who 
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Jmw  \o  (■",■.?  15  a   rral  Frier/i    to  our  Trade,  or  to  the  Scheme,  or  to  his 
JI.1--6  -.    MrM-'ilyand  his  (lovcrnmcnt,  will  be   for   agreeing  to  the 

•  y''-Y--"«v;  Rdolution  propofed :  1  am  fure,  if  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
vjcw'd  it  in  the  iame  Light  I  do,  he  would  never  have 
offered  it  to  the  Hotife  :  And  I  muft  fey,  I  have  the  Plcafure 
to  think,  that  neither  of  the  Ends  propofed  Hands  in  need 
of  any  fuch  Rcfclution.  Our  Trade  is  now,  1  believe,  in 
as  flcurifhing  a  Condition  as  ever  it  was;  therefore,  tho*  it 
Blight  perhaps  be  increaied  by  an  a6lual  Difcharge  from 
fonie  of  our  Taxes,  yet  it  could  not  be  faid  to  be  revived 
even  by  the  Difcharge  itfelf,  and  much  lefs  by  an  infignifi- 
cant  Refolution  for  that  Purpofe.  Then  as  to  the  Succefs 
of  the  Scheme,  if  the  natural  Intereft  of  Money  upon 
public  Securities  be  at  3  per  Cent,  it  will  take  Effeft  of 
itielf,  without  any  fuch  Reiblution  ;  and  if  the  natural  In- 
tereft of  Money  be  at  4,  I  am  convinced  no  Gentleman  of 
this  Houie  would  de^i^e  to  make  ufe  of  Threats,  or  empty 
Prcmifes,  in  order  to  induce  the  public  Cicditors  to  accept 
of  3.  And  laiUy,  as  to  the  Affeclions  of  the  People  towards 
his  Majefry  and  his  Government,  I  hope  they  are  already 
fo  well  and  fo  generally  eftablifhed  by  the  VVifdom  and 
Juftice  of  his  Majeliy's  Condudt,  that  they  il:and  in  no  need 
of  a  Support  from  any  Refolution  of  Parliam.ent :  I  am  furG 
every  Gentleman  cf  this  lioule  would  be  forry  to  think 
they  depend  upon  fuch  a  precarious  Foundation  as  the 
Reloration  new  before  u?,  which  may  be  rendered  abortive, 
ret  only  by  the  Difappointmcnt  of  the  Scheme,  but  by 
the  next  Scffioir's  not  being  of  the  fame  Opinion  v.'ith  the 
preienr. 

I  ihall  conclude,  Sir,  whh  obferving,  that  Gentlemen  are 
nenerally  too  fond  of  their  own  Schemes:  Our  Schemes 
are  like  our  Children  ;  we  often  conceive  much  greater  and 
more  certain  Hopes  cf  their  Succefs,  than  can  reafonably 
be  expected.  For  my  Part,  as  the  Scheme  is  none  of  mine, 
as  I  had  no  Share  in  i:s  Conception,  f  am  fo  far  from  being 
certain  of  its  SucceA.  that  1  am  no:  a  litcie  iulpicious  cfour 
meeting  v.'ith  a  Dif.ppoiiUmen:  i  therefore,  I  mulf  thini-: 
our  agreeing  to  the  Mefolutioa  r.ow  before  u:,  would  be  3 
iort  of  Px.eckcnirg  without  one's  Holt  :  I  muil:  think  it  v^iil 
be  Time  enough  for  us  to  come  to  a  Refolution  to  abolifh 
fome  of  our  Taxes,  when  we  fee  the  Scheme  has  taken 
£,rFecl ;  for  if  we  faoukl  now  come  to  fuch  a  previous  Refo- 
lution, and  the  hcncme  fnould  afterwards  prove  altogether 
ubortivc,  the  v.'hoIe  'vVorld  would  laugh  at  our  Precipitancy  ; 
to-  which  fieaiun  I  fhali  give  ir.y  iNi-gative  to  the  Quef- 
iion." 

Tiie  B.ty^'.y  wai  :o  tj.e  I^fcd  as  fjllow:,  tv;^. 
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Sir,  Jlnno  to.  6Vj, 

"  I  :im  a  good  deal  furprized  to  hear  it  faid,  that  r,o  Proofs  11.5776--'. 
cr  Aiguments  have  been  offered  for  fhewing  that  t'ne  Taxes  \^>»''V"%» 
in  this  Kingdom  are  more  burdenfome  upon  Trade,  and 
more  inconvenient  for  the  Merchant  and  Dealer,  than  ia 
any  of  our  neighbouring  Countries.  This,  I  fay,  1  am  a 
good  deal  furprized  at,,  confidering  how  many  clear  Proofs 
and  folid  Arguments  were  laid  before  us  in  the  Committee 
on  the  national  Debt,  for  evincing  a  melancholy  Fad  • 
which  happened  fo  lately,  that  I  am  fure  they  cannot  have 
flipt  out  of  any  Gentleman's  iMernory,  and  tiierefore  I 
fhall  not  give  you  the  Trouble  of  repeating  them.  But  I 
cannot  comprehend  what  the  Honourable  Gentleman  means 
by  Excifes  in  HolIa?id  or  France,  for  I  never  heard  oi  a 
Gauo^er  or  Excl/emau  in  either  of  thofe  Countries;  and  upon 
Enquiry,  I  believe,  it  will  appear,  that  none  of  their  Taxes 
are  levied  in  that  Manner.  As  for  the  Farmers  in  Fi-ance, 
I  do  not  fee  how  they  can  fet  up  any  Monopoly;  becaufe 
they  are  often  changing  ;  and  as  every  Dealer  knows  what 
Duty  he  is  to  pay  upon  any  Commodity  he  has  a  Mind  to 
deal  in,  the  Farmers  can  hinder  no  Afan  from  dealing  in 
what  he  pleafes,  and  confequently  can  fet  up  no  opprelfive 
Monopoly  :  Befides,  as  the  Farmers  are  always  they  who 
offer  the  moll  Money,  they  cannot  always  be  either  Mi-- 
nifters  or  the  Creatures  cf  Miniilers,  and  therefore  would 
certainly  be  called  to  Account,  if  they  fhould  concert  Mea- 
fures  for  opprelTing  the  People. 

Our  Travellers,  Sir,  who  make  but  very  fuperfcial  En- 
quiries into  the  Manners  or  Cuilonis  of  any  Country  the'-' 
pafi  through,  may  perhaps  imagine  the  People  in  Franr? 
or  Holland  2.xt  more  neavily,  or  more  opprelfiveiy  taxed, 
than  the  People  of  this  Kingdom,  becaufe  they  hear  the 
People  compiaia  there  as  well  as  they  do  he;e;  but  any 
Gentleman  who  underilands  thefc  Things,  and  has  made  a 
proper  Enquiry,  may  foon  be  convinced  of  the  contrary  ; 
and  as  for  the  other  Countries  of  Europe,  they  have  not, 
'tis  true,  fuch  Numbers  of  rich  Merchants,  Meillers  of  Ma- 
nufactures,and  MallerTradefmen  as  we  liavein  this  Country, 
which  is  the  Rcafon  that  many  of  their  Poor  live  in  Idle- 
r.ef.;,  or  ilarve  fjr  mere  Want,  bccaufc  there  arc  ffv,'  or  vs; 
rich  Merchants  or  Mailers  in  the  Country,  that  have  Monev 
t,o  employ  them  ;  but  in  all  Countries,  wlicre  the  Poor 
have  any  Employment,  they  are  pretty  near  equally  poor, 
liicy  neither  get  nor  expccl  more  than  p.  conifortab'e  Sub 
j'uience  by  their  Labour,  and  if  you  enhance  the  Means  o! 
ihat  Sub'iltence,  by  Taxes  upon  the  Neceflhries  or  Conve- 
i,:cncic3  of  L:fe,  their  Mailers  mull  increafc  their  Wagco , 
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Anno  \o.Geo.  fo  that  all  Taxes  fall  at  Jail  upon  the  Mailers,  foreign  or 
W..  1756-7.  domellic,  who  muft  pay  for  that  Increafe  of  Wages  in  the 
Price  of  Goods  they  purchafe;  but  the  Difference  is,  that 
a  Tax  laid  dire^lly  upon  the  Mailer,  only  prevents  his 
growing  rich  To  fall,  or  makes  him  live  lefs  luxurioufly,  but 
does  not  enhance  the  Price  of  ycur  Manufadures ;  whereas 
a  Tax  laid  upon  thofe  Things,  that  are  ner°flary  for  the 
Support  of  the  Poor,  enhances  the  Price  of  i.abour,  and 
confequcntly  raifes  the  Price  of  all  your  Aianutaftures  both 
for  domellic  and  foreign  Sale,  which  at  ialt  ruins  your  Trade. 
Therefore,  if  the  Poor  of  this  Kingdom  be  more  heavily 
taxed  than  the  Poor  in  any  other  Country  of  Europe,  it  is 
what  ought  to  be  remedied  as  loon  as  poflible  ;  it  is  what 
will  give  that  Country  a  great  Advantage  over  us,  if  they 
Ihould  ever  begin  to  apply  themlelves  to  Trade,  which 
every  Country  of  Europe  is  now  aiming  at  as  much  as  they 
can. 

As  for  the  City  of  London,  Sir,  it  is  indeed,  the  Centre 
of  all  Bufinefs  in  our  Dominions,  therefore,  it  may  be 
called  the  Heart  of  our  Trade  ;  and  I  am  fure,  if  our  Trade 
has  an  Oppreffion  at  the  Heart,  it  cannot  be  expedled  it 
will  thrive  in  any  Part  of  the  Body.  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing it  a  good  Reafon,  why  the  Inhabitants  of  London,  and 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  Ihould  be  taxed  more  heavily 
than  any  other  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  becaufe  they  can  bear 
it ;  for  I  think  no  Part  of  the  Kingdom  (hould  be  taxed, 
at  leall  in  Time  of  Peace,  near  fo  heavily  as  they  can  bear, 
As  we  have  in  London  great  Numbers  of  idle  and  extrava- 
gant People  every  Year  crowding  in  upon  us  from  all  Parts 
of  tne  Country,  for  the  Sake  of  Bufinefs,  Preferment,  or 
Pleafure,  this  Concourfe  muft  neceffarily  enhance  the  Price 
of  Provifions  upon  the  Laborious  and  Induflrious,  which  is 
a  Difadvantage  at  leaft  equal  to  any  Advantage  they  may 
reap  from  their  City's  being  the  Metropolis  of  the  King- 
dom, and  the  Centre  of  ail  Trade  and  public  Bufinefs: 
But  if  it  fhould  be  thought  proper  to  lay  heavier  Taxes 
upon  the  Inhabitants  of  London  and  within  the  Bills  of 
Moitality,  thole  additional  Taxes  ought  to  be  laid  upon 
the  Luxuries  and  Pleafures  of  Life,  and  not  upon  the  Food 
and  Raiment  of  the  Poor,  fuch  as  Leather,  Salt,  and  com- 
mon Beer;  ror  iipon  thofe  Things  that  are  neceflary  for 
working  up  every  Sort  of  Manuficlure,  fuch  as  Coals,  Soap, 
and  Candles. 

I  am  forry.  Sir.  to  hear  it  faid  in  this  Houfe,  that  our 
People  are  more  idle  and  extravagant  than  the  People  of 
any  neighbouring  Country  ;  and  I  am  Hill  more  forry  to 
Jay,  that  I  am  airaid  theie  is  too  much  Ground  for  fuch  a 
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national  Refteftion  ;  but  that  very  Idlenefs  and  Extrava-  Jnno  lo.  Geo. 
gance  has  been  introduced  among  our  People  by  the  Mul-  II.  1736-7. 
titude  of  Taxes  they  groan  under  ;  for  the  Levying  of  thofe  L^'^\r\JI 
Taxes  has  created  fuch  a  great  Number  of  fmall  Ports  and 
idle  Employments,  that  vaft  Numbers  of  our  Tradefmen 
and  Dealers  fpend  their  Time  idly  and  extravagantly,  in 
Hopes  of  obtaining  one  of  thefe  Pofts  or  Employments ; 
and  our  People  every  Day  fee  fuch  Numbers  of  idle  and 
extravagant  Fellows  well  provided  for,  by  Means  of  thefe 
Polls  and  Employments,  that  the  Spirit  of  Idlenefs  and  Ex- 
travagance becomes  every  Day  more  univerlal  ;  for  as  fuch 
Fellows  are  generally  what  we,  in  Imitation  of  the  French, 
call  boon  Companions,  they  are  mighty  ufeful  Men  in  thofe 
Affairs,  which  mgft  certainly  entitle  a  Man  to  a  Port  or 
Employment  ;  fo  that  after  they  have  ruined  themfelves  by 
their  Idlenefs  and  Extravagance,  their  Neighbours  fee  them 
better  provided  for,  and  enabled  to  live  more  handfomely, 
than  ever  they  did  before,  or  could  ever  expect  to  live  by 
hone. 1  Induitry  or  ufeful  Labour  :  This  encourages  Hundreds 
to  follow  their  Example,  and  makes  the  Diflemper  fpread 
like  a  Plague  over  the  whole  Kingdom ;  whereas,  if  Beg- 
gary and  Starving  were  the  certain  Confequences  of  Idle- 
nefs and  Extravagance,  every  fuch  Fellow  would  be  an 
Example  and  a  Terror  to  his  Neighbours,  which  would 
fiighten  molt  of  them  from  following  any  fuch  Courfes. 
perhaps,  Sir,  fome  Gentleman  that  hears  me,  may  look 
upon  this  as  an  ill-grounded  Speculation  ;  but  in  Con- 
firmation of  what  I  fay,  if  1  am  rightly  informed,  there  is 
now  a  little  Borough  in  a  Northern  County,  not  very  far 
difiant  from  Loridon,  in  which  I  am  told,  there  is  hardly  one 
thriving  Merchant,  Tradefman,  or  Shopkeeper,  to  be  met 
with  ;  for  fo  many  of  them  have  already  been  provided  for 
by  means  of  fome  public  Polt  or  Employment,  that  all  the 
left  expedt  the  fame  good  Fortune,  and  every  one,  by  living 
idle  or  extravagantly,  fpends  more  than  he  gets  by  his 
Bufinef^s,  in  Hopes  of  being  foon  provided  for  in  another 
Way. 

7  hus.  Sir,  we  fee  that,  with  refpe£t  to  our  Trade,  our 
Taxes  are  like  a  two-edged  Sword,  they  cut  both  Way?, 
they  not  only  enhance  the  Price  of  Labour,  but  they  di- 
minifti  the  Number  of  our  Labourers  ;  and  wlien  we  fee 
this,  fuppofing  the  Taxes  in  this  Kingdom  to  be  no  more 
burdcnlome  upon  1  rade,  nor  the  Methods  of  raifing  thera 
more  inconvenient  for  the  Merchant  and  Dealer,  than  the 
Taxci  in  any  other  Country  of  Europe,  can  wc  make  it  a 
Qucition,  whether  or  no  we  ought  to  take  the  firlt  Opp.Tr- 
Junity  ior  ubolilhin;;  feme  of  them;'  Hut  when  it  has  f^et-a 
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made  appear,  as  it  was,  I  think  to  a  Demonflratioii,  in  the 
Committee,  whofe  Report  we  have  juil  now  agreed  to,  that 
our  Taxes,  and  our  iMethods  of  raifing  our  Taxes,  are 
more  burdenfonie  upon  Trade,  and  moie  inconvenient  to 
the  Merchant  and  Dealer,  than  either  in  F>-a7:ce  or  Holland, 
ought  we  not  to  think  and  contrive  all  poiTible  or  feafible 
Alethods  for  removing  that  Clog  upon  our  Trade,  and  for 
putting  our  People  upon  an  equal  Footing  at  leall  with  any 
of  our  Neighbours,  efpecially  with  thofe  who  are  our 
greateft  Rivals  in  Trade  and  naval  Power?  The  Quefiion  is 
rot  now,  whether  we  {hall  remain  under  one  Tax  of 
100, coo/,  a  Year  for  40  Years,  or  under  two  Taxes  of 
100,000/,  a  Year  each,  for  20  Years?  The  Quellion  is. 
Whether  we  'h.all  prelerve  our  Trade  or  no  ?  Jf  we  con- 
tinue under  the  two  Taxes,  our  Trade  will  be  ruined  before 
the  20  Years  are  near  expired  ;  which  will  diminifh  the 
Produce  of  each,  and  may  perhaps  render  it  impoinble  for 
us  ever  to  get  free  of  either  :  If  we  abolifh  one,  we  muff, 
'tis  true,  continue  longer  under  the  other  ;  but  then  we  fhall 
preferve  our  Trade,  perhaps  improve  it,  which  may  make 
the  Produce  of  that  one  equal  perhaps  to  the  prefent  Pro- 
duce of  the  two  ;  in  which  Caie  we  fi'all  get  free  from 
that  one,  perhaps  as  foon  as  if  we  had  continued  under 
both.  7'his,  Sir,  is  the  Dii-erence,  this  is  the  Quei^ion, 
anu  tills  Qijcrtion  can  .admit  of  no  Difpute.  If  our  People 
continue  iuojeft  to  all  the  Taxes  they  now  pay  for  24  Years 
to  come,  our  'J>nde  will  certainly  be  undone,  and  what  is 
worlc,  tiic  greatell  {-"art  of  it  will  be  transferred  to  our  na- 
tural Enemies,  which  will  add  to  their  Power  at  the  fame 
t^rne  it  diminiHies  ours  ;  whereas,  if  we  abolifh  a  great  Parr 
of  car  Ta.xcs,  or  the  heavieit  of  them,  we  flialJ  preferve 
cur  Trade,  r:nd  may  get  free  of  our  Debts  much  fooner ; 
f'T  if  we  fliould  lofc  our  Trade,  we  could  never  get  free  of 
our  Dcfbts,  it  would  become  impofTible  for  us  to  pay  them. 
■'T  hercfore,  J  iiope  it  vviil  never  be  made  a  Quellion  in  this 
'  ■ouic.  Whether  or  no  we  fhall  abolifh  fome  of  our  heavieit 
'i'.Txe:,  as  foon  :. s  the  Interel!:  upon  all  our  redeemable 
t'lMids  is  reduced  to  ^  per  Cc::t. 

\i  this.  Sir,  can  never  be  made  a  Quefuion,  what  Harm  is 
''■'rein  our  coming  to  a  Rcfolution,  that  that  fhal!  be  done, 
■^hich  every  Alan  agrees  ought  to  be  done?  Tiiat  one 
';r'iiio:i  may  engage  for  another,  is  a  Maxim  which  I  am 
•urprir.od  to  hear  cor.troverted  by  thofe,  who  have  ib  often 
propofcJ  to  and  prevailed  v^'iih,  one  Scllion  to  engage  fcr 
anotb.c;'.  Wlnt!  a]e  all  our  ^^c.es  of  Creditbut  one  Seihon's 
t''"  i'.'!!  .'  :'vi.-  .inorher?  And  I  am  fure  there  was  never  one 
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gagement,  as  what  is  now  propofed.     I  know.  Sir,  that  one  ^fino  lo.  C/«. 

Parliament  cannot  by  any  Refolution,   no  not  even  by  A£i    H.  17^6  7. 

of  Parliament,   legally   bind  another ;    for  no  Aft  can  be 

paffed  by  one  Parliament,   but  what  may  be   repealed  by 

another  ;  at  leaft  no  Man  can  legally  queilicn  their  Power  : 

But  will  any  Man  fay,   that  a  future  Parliament  may  not  in 

Juftice  and  Honour  be  bound  by  a  fojmer  ?  Does  not  the 

Security  our  public  Creditors  have  for  their  refpe6live  Debts 

depend  upon  this  Maxim  only  ?  Wc  muft  thtiefore  grant, 

that  the  A€ts  or  Refolutions  of  any  one  Seflion,  by  whicK 

foreign  States,  or  private  Men,  Natives  or  Foreigners,  are 

induced   to  lend  Money,  or  conclude  any  Tranfaflion,  to 

or  with  our  Government,  are  in  JulHce  and  Honour  binding 

upon  every    future  Seffion  ;  and  that  no   future  Parliament 

can  repeal  fuch    Afts,  or  do  any  Thing  contrary  to  luch 

RefolutionSj  fo  as   to  injure  any  of  the  Parties  contradling 

upon   the    Authority  of  thofe  Afls  or  Refolutions.     From 

fuch  Engagements  nothing  can  fet  us  free  but  that  fupreme 

Law,  the  Safety  of  the  People.     For  this  very  Reafon,  I 

am  for  agreeing  to  the  Refolution  now  propofed,   in  order 

that  we  may  bind  future  Parliaments  as  much  as  we  can, 

and  in  a  Manner  oblige  them  to  aboliih  fome  of  our  Taxes, 

as  footi  as  the  Intereft  upon  all  our  Funds  is  reduced  to  3 

fer  Cent,  by  making  it  appear  upon  our  Journals,  that  the 

Abolifhing   fome   of  our   Taxes  was   the  Condition    upon 

which  our  Creditors  agreed,   and  the  Confideration  which 

induced  them  to  agree  to  accept  of  3  per  Cent.  Intereft. 

«  Has  any  Man  pretended,  Sir,  that  the  Advantage  arifing 
from  abolifhing  our  Taxes  upon  Soap  and  Candles,  or  any 
other  Commodity,  will  be  a  full  Recompence  to  every  one 
of  onr  Creditors  for  the  Lofs  he  may  iullain  by  the  Re- 
dudlion  of  Jnt^reft?  No,  Sir;  no  fuch  Pretence  has  been 
fet  up  by  any  Gentleman  within  thefe  Walls  :  The  princi- 
pal Recompence  our  Creditors  arc  to  exped,  arifes  from 
the  Advantage  which  will  accrue  from  fuch  an  Abolition 
to  the  Generality  of  the  Nation  ;  and  to  every  one  of 
them,  who  has  any  Regard  for  his  Country,  this  will  of 
itfelf  appear  to  be  a  full  Recompence.  But  to  talk  in  the 
moll  felfifli  and  mod  mercenary  Manner,  the  Abolifhing  of 
the  Duties  upon  Soap  and  Candles  only,  will  be  a  full,  or 
very  near  a  full  Compenfation  to  all  our  public  Creditors 
who  have  not  above  1000/.  Stock,  and  have  Families  to 
maintain  or  provide  for  ;  becaufs  the  Duties  upon  Soap  and 
Candles  have  raifed  their  Price  at  lealt  double  the  Value 
of  the  Duties ;  therefore  the  Taking  ofF  of  thofe  Duties 
will  be  a  Saving  of  2  d.  a  Pound  upon  Candles,  and  3  d.  a 
Pound  upon  Soap  (or  every  Pcund  ::  M'ln  buy?,  or   that   :$ 
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/rno  !0  Qeo.  borgh:  for  his  Account ;  which  will  not  only  be  an  lmm«- 
JI  1-^6-.  diate  Saving  in  the  Expence  of  his  Family,  but  will  di- 
minifh  the  Price  of  almoft  every  Thing  he  is  obliged  to 
purchnfe  for  the  Ule'  of  hin  Family.  Our  Stockholders 
therefore,  who  have  but  looo  /.  or  under,  and  have  Families 
to  maintain,  can  be  no  Lolers  by  the  Reduflion  of  Infereft, 
if  all  the  Taxes  mentioned  in  the  former  Debate  fhould  be 
taken  cfi ;  and  luch  Stockholdtrs  are,  I  think,  the  onljr 
Perfons,  who  have  or  delerveanv  Share  of  our  Compafhon. 
«  As  for  the  Argument  made  ufecf  againll  the  Rcfolvition, 
That  it  will  appear  to  be  fraudulent  or  deceiiful,  I  think. 
Sir,  I  h;.ve  already  fully  anfwered  it,  by  fhewing  we  have  a 
Power  to  p'-omiic  fuch  a  Compenfation  or  Conficeration, 
and  that  fu.nre  Parliaments  will  be  bound  in  Honour  and 
Juilice  to  make  good  that  Prorr.ife;  and  to  pretend,  that 
the  Refolution  implies  a  fort  of  Threatening  the  public 
C'-cdjrors  with  national  Re<entment,  is  an  Argument  that, 
in  my  Way  of  "i'hinking,  can  proceed  from  nothing  but 
a  moll  contemptible  Opinion  of  the  Knowledge  and  Un- 
derftanding  of  moli  Men  in  the  Nation.  Does  not  every 
Man  cf  common  Underllanding  Icnov.-,  that  the  greatell 
Part  of  the  Taxes  he  pays,  excepting  the  Land  and  Alalt 
Tax,  goes  towards  the  Payment  of  the  Principal  or  Jntereft 
of  our  Debts  ?  And  can  any  fuch  Man  fuppofe.  that  he 
will  get  free  from  any  Part  of  thofe  Taxes  till  we  get 
free  of  a  great  Part  of  that  Debt,  or  at  leaft  of  fome 
Part  of  tlie  Intereft  payable  upon  that  Debt  .''  The 
Pvcfolution  therefore  can  bring  no  Refentment  upon  our  pub- 
lic Creditors,  becanfe  it  communicates  nothing  to  the  Pecj- 
ple  but  what  they  were  before  fully  apprized  of  We  may, 
'tis  tri;e,  annihilate  the  whole  SinkingTund,  if  we  pleafe, 
bv  aboliihing  feveral  of  our  Taxes,  and  remain  fubjedl  for 
ever  to  the  iame  Debt  we  now  owe,  and  the  fame  intereft 
we  now  pay  ;  but  will  any  Gentleman  fiiy  we  ought  to  do 
fo,  or  that  it  is  confiftent  with  the  public  Good  to  do  fo  r 
..It  is,  in  my  Opinion,  fo  far  ctherwife,  that  .1  fhould  not  be 
for  annihilating  any  Part  of  our  Sinking- Fund,  or  abolifh- 
irg  ai.y  of  our  Taxes,  before  a  total  Difcharge  from  our 
Debts,  if  the  preient  unlucky  Circumllances  ot  our  Trade 
cicl  not  ncceffirily  rer.uire  it;  hecnufe  every  Shilling  paid 
fjr  Ir.tere'.f  is  fo  mucli  abfolutelv  \oX  to  the  Nation,  being 
a  fort  v^  Expence  from  which  the  Nation  never  did,  nor 
ever  cnn  re;:p  anv  Brncf t  ;  but  as  this  Lofs  will  not  be  io 
qrievons  to  ti:e  Nftion,  '.vhen  the  Interelf  is  reduced  to  3 
/'■/•  Ce):t.  as  w.r.cn  it  r:sncls  at  .1,  therefore  we  may  then,  for 
the  S".k«  cf  cur  Trnde,  annhiir;:;;  a  Part  cf  the  Sinlcing- 
i'und,  tho'  \^c  cannot  in  c^nnnou    Prudence,    even   fcr  the 
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Sake  of  cur  Trade,  do  any  fuch  Th^ng,  while  the  Intered  J>wo  \o.  Coe. 
continues  at  .\.  per  Cent. — Butfuppole,  S;r,it  were  confiftent  11. i;^,')--;. 
with  the  public  Good,  to  abolifii  fome  of  our  Taxes,  and  ^^'^\-''-\^ 
thereby  annihilate  a  Pnrt  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  before  the 
Reducliun  of  Intereft,  'tis  certain  we  could  net  then  for  fe- 
vera!  Years  be  in  fo  good  a  Condition  for  reducing  the  In- 
tereft payable  upon  our  public  Funds,  as  we  are  at  prefent ; 
which  is  a  ifrcng  additional  Argument  for  not  attempting 
any  fuch  Thing'^till  that  Interelt  be  reduced  ;  and  'tis  like- 
wife  certain,  we  cannot  now  reduce  fo  many  of  our  Taxes, 
and  leave  fo  large  a  Sinking-Fund  remaining,  as  we  might 
do.  if  the  Interell  upon  our  Funds  were  reduced  to  3  per 
Cent.  In  the  former  Cafe,  if  we  fhou'd  abolilh  the  Duties 
upon  Soap  and  Candles  only,  wefhould  reduce  the  Sinking- 
Fund  to  8oo>ooo/.  per  Annum,  whereas  in  the  latter,  we 
may  aboliih  net  only  the  Duties  upon  Soap  and  Candles, 
but  likewife  the  Duties  on  Coals,  the  Duty  on  Leather  or 
Hides,  and  the  late  Tax  on  the  Vidluallers  in  London  and 
within  the  Bil's  of  Mortality,  and  yet  leave  very  near  the 
fame  yearlv  Sum  remaining  for  the  Sinking-Fund. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  we  fee  there  is  a  very  material  Difference  be- 
tween what  we  may  do  as  Intereft  ftands  at  prefent,  and 
what  we  might  do  if  Intereft  were  reduced  to  3  per  Cent. 
but  to  fay  we  fiial!  be  in  as  good  a  Condition  8  Years  hence 
to  abolifn  iome  of  our  Taxes,  tho'  Intereft  fhould  Hand  for 
all  that  Time  at  4  per  Cent,  as  we  fhould  be  at  prefent  if  it 
v/ere  reduced  to  3,  is  fomething  very  extraordinary.  Sure- 
ly, Gentlemen  who  talk  fo,  do  not  confider,  what  a  vail 
Sum  the  People  of  this  Nation  would  fave  in  8  Years  Time, 
by  the  immediate  Abolifliing  of  Taxes  to  the  Amount  of 
Soo,coo  /.  a  Year.  In  the  former  Debate,  it  was  com- 
puted, that  the  grofs  Produce  of  our  Taxes,  which  is  the 
Sum  railed  yearly  upon  the  People,  is  near  double  the  netc 
Produce  coming  into  the  Exchequer  ;  and  the  Accounts 
lying  upon  our^Fable  will  juftify  this  Computation  :  Then 
to  this  if  we  add  the  I.ofs  People  are  at,  by  the  advanced 
Price  o'i  the  Commodity,  upon  which  the  Duty  is  laid, 
which,  with  refpecl  to  fmall  Duties,  is  in  many  Cafes  near 
double  the  Duty  ;  I  am  fure  I  may  reckon  that,  by  the 
Abolilhin':''  of  Taxes  to  the  Amount  of  800,000/.  a  Year, 
the  People  of  this  Nation  will  fave  in  their  yearly  Ex- 
pence  at  leaft  1,200,000/.  a  Year;  and  an  Annuity  of 
1,200,000/.  a  Year  for  8  Years,  at  i^per  Cent.  Compound 
Intereft,  amounts  to  above  eleven  Millions,  which  is  a 
Saving,  I  think,  defer ves  to  be  regarded  by  every  Gentle- 
man  who  has  a  Senie  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  People. 
Bcfides  this  Ad van:ag'J  which  the  People  will  reap  by  an 
O  0  0  2  immediate 
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Jnnfi  to.Gfo. '"^^C'^'^t^  Reduction  of  Interefl:  and  Abolition  of  Taxei* 
II  i'<"6-'!.  ''is  more  than  probable  our  Taxes  will  not  produce  fo  much 
yearly  at  the  End  of  8  Years,  as  they  do  at  prefent,  if 
Things  fhould  remain  for  that  whole  Time  upon  the  pre- 
fent Footing  J  becaufe,  if  our  Trade  be  upon  the  Decline, 
the  People  will  not  only  be  decreaftng  in  their  Nuniber, 
but  will  be  every  Year  growing  poorer  :  In  either  of  which 
Cafes  there  will  not  be  fuch  a  Confumpt  of  thofe  Com- 
modities upon  which  the  Taxes  are  railed,  which  mult  ne- 
tefiarily  diminilh  the  Produce  of  each  of  them ;  and  if  at 
the  fame  Time,  we  fhould  then  be  engaged  in  a  War,  the 
yearly  Produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  may  happen  to  be 
worth  little  or  nothing  ;  in  which  Cafe,  we  fhall  then  be  in 
no  Condition  either  to  reduce  the  Interell  payable  upon  our 
public  Funds,  or  to  abolilh  any  of  our  Taxes. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  it  will  appear,  that  if  the 
People  continue  under  all  their  prefent  Taxes  for  any  Num- 
ber of  Years  longer,  it  is  probable  they  muit  continue  un- 
der them  for  ever,  or  at  leall  as  long  as  they  are  able  to 
pay  them,  and  if  that  Ihould  be  their  unhappy  Fate,  we 
may  expedl  they  will  not  only  (hew  a  Refentment,  but  that 
it  will  at  lall  break  forth  into  Rage.  However,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  neither  their  Refentment  nor  their  Rage  will  be 
owing  to  this  Refolution,  but  to  the  Injuries  and  Oppreffions 
they  feel  ;  and  if  the  public  Creditors  are  entirely  paffive, 
if  they  are  not  adive  in  concerting  Meafures,  as  has  been 
threatned,  for  preventing  the  good  EfFedls  of  the  Scheme 
we  have  agreed  to,  the  Refentment  of  the  People  will  be 
no  way  direflcd  againft  the  Creditors,  but  againfl:  thofe 
who  fhall  be  found  to  have  mifapplied  that  Fund,  which 
was  appointed  for  paying'  them  off,  and  for  relieving  the 
Nation  from  Taxes.  The  Confequences  may,  indeed, 'be 
fatal  to  the  public  Creditors,  with  regard  to  the  Debt  due 
to  them  ;  becaufe,  if  the  Nation  fhould  by  fuch  Means  be 
brought  into  Confufion,  that  Confufion  may  prevent  its  be- 
ing ever  in  our  Power  to  pay  them  any  Part  of  their  re- 
maining Principal  or  future  Interefl;  but  that  Lofs  will  arife 
not  from  the  Scheme  we  have  agreed  to,  nor  from  the  Re- 
folution propofed,  but  from  the  bad  Succefs  of  both  ;  and 
this  I  hope  every  one  of  the  public  Creditors  will  take  par- 
ticular Notice  of,  and  will  therefore  join  heartily  in  pro- 
moting the  Succefs  of  the  Scheme,  inftead  of  concerting 
Meafures  for  its  Defeat. 

«  As  all  the  Arguments  made  ufe  of  for  fhewing  that  the 
Refolution  now  propofed,  can  neither  contribute  to  the 
Revival  or  Support  of  our  Trade,  call  it  which  you  will* 
jior  to  the  Succefs  of  the  Scheme,  nor  to  reconciiingor  pre- 
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Serving  the  Aff^flions   of  the  People  towards  his   Majefly  y^nno  lo,  Geo. 
and  his  Government;  I  fay,  as  all  the  Arguments  made  ule    W.ij'iG-j^ 
of  for  this  Purpofe  depend  upon  its  not  being  in  our  Power  -  ^/"\/''><t 
to  engage  for,  or  bind  any  future  Parliament,  I  have  fully  ^^  ^"^ 

anfvvered  tnera  already,  by  fhevving  that  it  is  in  our  Power 
to  bind  a  future  Parliament,  to  the  Abolifhing  of  Taxes,  as 
much  as  it  is  in  our  Power  to  bind  them  to  the  Paying  of  a 
Debt  ;  and  as  the  Abolifhing  of  fome  of  our  heavy  I'axcs 
js  real'y  in  itfelf  a  valuable  Confideration,  and  fufficient 
for  inducing  our  Creditors  to  come  into  the  Scheme,  I 
think  we  ought  to  agree  to  the  Refolution,  on  Purpofe  that 
the  World  may  fee,  that  a  future  Parliament  cannot  in  Ho- 
nour and  Juftice  refufe  to  abolifh  fome  of  the  Taxes,  asfoon 
as  the  Intereft  is  reduced  to  3  per  Cent,  becaufe  it  would 
be  a  defrauding  the  public  Creditors  of  the  Confideration 
which  was  promifed  them,  and  which  was  the  principal 
Inducement  for  their  agreeing  fo  unanimoufly  to  accept  of 
"^  per  Cent,  for  their  Money. 

'  With  refpeft  tothe  Scheme  itfelf.  Sir,  it  figniiies  nothing 
to  me  who  was  the  Author  of  it;  but  if  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man had  no  Share  in  its  Conception,  I  am  fure  he  or  fome 
of  his  Friends  have  added  a  very  confiderable  Limb  to  it, 
and  fuch  a  Limb  too,  that  if  any  Mifcarriage  happens,  it 
will  certainly  be  owing  to  that  Limb  which  they  have  added. 
If  they  had  propofed  no  Improvement  or  Addition, if  they 
had  not  in  fome  Meafure  obliged  Gentlemen  to  agree  to 
what  they  propofed,  I  am  convinced  the  Scheme  as  it  was 
firit  offered  would  have  had  the  wilhed-for  Scccefs ;  and  if 
they  think  that  what  they  have  added  will  render  it  abortive, 
they  are  in  the  right  to  difown  their  being  the  Authors  of 
the  Scheme  j  but  that  will  not  prevent  People's  imputing 
to  them  the  whole  Blame  of  the  Mifcarriage.  However, 
as  I  think  the  Scheme,  even  as  it  flands  now,  may  meet 
with  Succefs,  and  as  I  think  the  Refolution  now  propofed 
to  us  will  very  much  contribute  to  that  Succefs,  therefore  I 
ihall  be  for  agreeing  to  it." 

The  Debate  being  over,  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  the 
Motion,  and  carried  in  the  Negative  by  200  to  142. 

The  principal  Speakers  in  this  Debate  were,  Sir  John 
Barnard,  George  Lyttelton,  Efq;  Samuel  Sandys,  Efq;  Mr- 
Alderman  Ferry,  Willia7n  Pultney,  Efq;  and  George  Speke, 
Efq;  for  the  Motion  ;  and  Thomas  Winnington,  Efq;  the 
Lord  Baltimore,  Walter  Plumer,  Efq;  and  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
■pole,  againft  it. 

On  Friday  the  zzd  o[  yfpril,  Sir  yobn  Barnard  preknted 
to  the  Houfe,  according  to  their  Order  before  mentioned, 
a  Bill  for  redeeming  all  the  public  Funds  redeemable  by 
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u^fiKj  lo.  On.  Law,  which  cnrry  an  Intcrc;t  of  4/.  /?'•  C^'.'/.  per  Ayrr.um. 

il.  1-^6  ".    or  converting  of  the  fanie,  with  Conient  of  the  Proprieiors, 

l>-»y<-\s    into  a  le!s  Intercll  of  Annuity,  not  redeemable  ti!!  af:er  the 

Time   therein   to  be   mentiontd ;    which    vsas  read  a  frit 

Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond  Time. 

On  the  29th  of  the  Jhme  Month,  ti)f  laid  Bill  was  read 
afecondTime;  and  a  Motion  l:.eii',vT  made  for  committing 
it,  the  fame  was  oppofed,  upon  wh'icn  tn-r^  enlued  a  long 
Debate. 

In  this  Debate,  all  the  Argument"  for  and  againfl  the 
Rediicl^on  were  repeated  and  en'oiced  ;  but  as  we  have 
already  given  a  fuH  Account  of  moll  cf  them,  we  fhall  add 
r.othing  more  upon  that  Suhjeil.  The  other  Part  of  the 
Debate  related  chiefly  to  fomc  Inform;i!uici  and  Imper- 
fedions  which  were  pretenied  to  be  found  in  the  B;I),  by 
thofe  who  were  againlt  its  being  committed;  Lecaaic  they 
laid  they  were  luch  as  could  not  be  properly  altered  or 
amended  in  the  Committee  On  the  otl^er  Hand,  thoi'e 
who  were  for  committing  the  Bill,  infilled,  t.  ere  were  no 
Informalriies  or  Imperffdions  in  the  Bill,  but  what  might 
eafily  be  altered  or  amended  in  the  Comimittee,  with  the 
Airulancc  of  thofe  Gentlemen  concerned  in  the  Trealury, 
who  Vv'ere  to  be  fuppofed  belt  acquainted  with  the  Method 
of  drawing  up  luch  Bill?,  and  who,  'twas  to  be  prcfumed, 
would  give  their  AfTiilance  to  the  Committee,  tho'  they 
liad  refuled  to  give  any  Aflillance  or  Aavice  to  thole  Gentle- 
men who  were  ordered  to  draw  it  up.  But  as  what  was 
faid  upon  this  Suhjed  cannot  br  well  underltood  without  a 
Copy  oi  the  Bill,  which  we  have  not  Room  fjr,  there- 
fore, we  fnali  give  no  further  .'Account  of  it.  Only  we 
muil  take  Notice,  That  Sir  Robert  IFalpole,  in  a  Speech 
he  made  againll  the  Quellicn,  fpoke  to  the  following 
Elf.d,  C7s;. 

^■r   Pj':cri  '''  J  know.  Sir,  it  has  been  afTertcd  without  Doors,  that  the 

yV',,-.'';/r.  Honourable  Gentleman  who  firll  mentioned  this  Scheme  to 

the  Houfe,  had  feveral  private  Converfations  with  me  upon 
the  Suoied,  and  that  we  had  concerted  and  fealed  the  Schem.e 
between  us,  before  he  ofleruj  it  to  the  Koufe  ;  but  I  fhall 
declare,  that  lie  and  I  had  never  any  private  Converfation 
upon  the  Subjed,  nor  had  we  ever  any  Concert  about  this 
Scheme  or  ai^y  other  Scheme  I  knov/  of;  therefore,  I  can 
with  great  Confidence  affirm,  I  had  never  any  Hand  in 
this  Scheme,  either  in  its  original  Formation,  or  in  any 
Shape  it  has  fince  appeared  in  :'' 

S':'    Jo'-n  Sir  John  Barnard  Hood  up,  and  anfwcrcd  in  Subllarxe 

£uri:urd.  thus  ; 
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««  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  Konoiirab'e  Gentlefti^n,  A.nno  lo.  C'». 
Sir,  and  therefore,  I  thank  him  for  vindicating  nie  from  11.  1736-7. 
the  Impuration  of  having  had  any  private  ConverLtion  \,^/''''Y^\J 
with  him,  or  of  having  ever  had  any  Concert  with  him  ; 
and  if  he  is  afraid  left  People  fiiould  iufpecl  his  jiaving  lisd 
a  Hand  in  the  Scheme  1  propofed  to  you,  1  fhall  be  equally 
jail  to  him-  by  declaring,  1  ntuer  hid  any  private  Conver- 
fation  with  him  about.  Jt,  nor  did  1  fo  much  as  afk  his  Ap- 
probation or  Conlentto  what  1  was  to  offer;  but  as  to  ttic 
Scheme  as  it  now  ttands,  £very  Gentlaman  that  hears  me, 
knows  It  is  very  different  from  what  I  offered  ;  and  every 
one  likewife  knows  that  the.  new  Model,  which  is  the  Ivlo- 
del  we  have  now  before  us,  if  it  was  not  offered  by  the 
Honourable.  Gentleman  h'mietf,  it  was  at  ieau  offered  by 
fome  of  his  Friends,  and  what  they  propofed  was  agreed 
to  by  other  Gentlemen,  in  order  that  we  might  have  their 
Affiitance  in  carrying  it  titrcugh.  Therefore  the  Scheme 
now  before  you  cannot  properly  be  called  mine  ;  and  it  is 
very  remarkable,  that  ail  tiievObjeftion"?  m?.de  to  trie  Bill, 
are  only  to  tho'e  Articles  and  Claufes  pi  it,  v.'hich  relate  to 
the  Improvements  and  .Additions  made  to  my  Scheme,  by 
the  Honourable  Gentleman's  Friends." 

Upon  this  John  Hoix'ei  Efq;  llocd  up,  and  nrr.ong  ether  yoon  Ho-i-f, 
Things,  took  Notice,  <  That  the  Scheme  then  before,  them  £ih; 
feenied  to  be  like  a  Baltard  Child  that  had  feverai  reputed 
pathers,  neither  of  whom. would  own  it :  For  his  Parr,  he 
laid,  he  tiiought  it  a  very  hopeful  Child,  and  therefore  if 
no  other  Gentieman  would  take  it  as  his  own,  he  would  ; 
for  he  did  not  doubt  of  the  Child's  thriving,  and  if  it  did, 
Jt  would  be  an  Honour  to  its  Parents.' 

The  Speakers  in  this  long  Debate,  were  as  follow,  n^ix. 

For  committing  the  Bill,  Sir  John  Barnard,  Sir  Wiljred 
La-y/oft,  the  Lord  Baltimore,  'John  Hoz'je,  £lq;  Sir  Thomas 
SfiJiderfon,  Mailer  of  the-  Rolls,  Safnuel  Sandys,  Efq;  Sir 
IViiiiam  Windham,  Sir  Ed--ward  Bacon. 

Againft  committing  the  Bill,  Sir  Robert  IVaipole,  Sir 
CharUi  Wager,  William  Slaper,  Efq;  Mr.  Alderman  Heat!.'- 
cote,  Robert  Knight,  lu'q;  Peter  Burrd,  Efq;  Colonel  Bladen^ 
William  Bo^lvUs,  Eiq;  James  Ogjcth^rp-,  E;q;  the  Lord 
Sufidon,  and  Sir  William  Tminge. 

Upon  the  Qjielliou's  being  pot,  it  vvMS  carried  in  the 
Negative,  which  put  an  End  to  the  Aifiir  for  lait  Seflion. 

After  the  1  tth  of  March,  when  thr  Motion  lor  granting 
a  ?v!illion  to  his  Majeily  towards  rc-c;c-;nung  the  like  .Sum 
of  the  incrcaled  Capital  (,f  the  Sc:/tf-:lea  Company,  coin- 
moniy  called  Old  Sou/h  Sea  Aur.uities  \v;i3  ;M'^re<d  to,  tiitro 
was  no  rcmark;.b'c  jjcb-ite  i.-j,p,  ei^cd  ;n  tl;e  v-cui!t.iU(.'c  of 
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'i/fcws  10.  G«.  Supply ;  nor  was  there  any  remarkable  Debate  happene<l 
II.  !7'56-'7.  upon  any  of  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  except  that  relating  to  the  Duty  on  Sweets, 
therefore  we  fhall  take  no  farther  Notice  of  any  other  Re- 
folution  of  that  Committee  ;  but  as  this  Affair  relating  to 
the  Duty  on  Sweets  occafioned  fereral  long  Debates,  we 
jhall  give  fome  Account  of  it.  The  firll  Time  it  was 
mentioned,  was  on  Monday  the  7th  of  March,  when  the 
proper  OfFicer  was  ordered  to  lay  before  the  Houfc  an  Ac- 
count of  the  nett  Income  into  the  Exchequer  of  the  Duties 
on  Sweets,  for  feven  Years  ended  at  Michaelmas  then  laft, 
diftinguilhing  each  Year  j  which  was  accordingly  prefented 
the  very  next  Day  ;  and  on  Friday  the  1 8th  of  March, 
the  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  con- 
fider  further  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majel^y,  and  the  faid  Account  having  beea 
referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  rofe 
up,  and  after  a  (b.ort  Speech,  moved  for  the  firtt  Refo- 
lution  relating  to  the  Duty  on  Sweets,  which,  after  a 
long  Debate,  was  agreed  to;  Then  the  fecond  Refolution 
relating  to  the  fame  Affair  was  moved  and  agreed  to  ;  and 
the  Houfe  having,  upon  the  Report,  agreed  to  both  thefe 
Refolutions,  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  which, 
after  long  Debates,  was  paffed  into  a  Law. 

In  thefe  Debates,  the  Arguments  for  the  Refolutions, 
and  afterwards  for  the  Bill,  were  in  Subflance  as  follow, 
•viz,. 

S  I  R, 

•  By  the  Refolutions  we  have  already  come  io,  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  it  will  upon  Calculation  appear, 
we  have  granted  his  Majefty,  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing 
Year,  a  Supply  of  about  2,025,000/.  Now  as  the  Land- 
Tax  and  the  Malt-Tax  which  we  have  granted,  do  not 
both  together  amount  to  1,700,000/.  there  will  be  a  De- 
ficiency of  near  400,000/.  which  mufl:  be  provided  for, 
either  by  increafing  fome  of  the  Taxes  we  have  already, 
cr  by  granting  fome  new  Tax,  or  by  taking  fo  much  from 
the  Sinking-Fund,  or  laftly,  by  the  Method  1  have  thought 
cf,  and  which  I  fhall  prefently  explain  to  you.  As  for  in- 
creafing any  of  the  Taxes  we  have  already,  or  impofing  % 
new  one,  I  do  not  think  we  can  make  good  the  Deficiency 
by  either  of  thefe  Ways;  becaufe  I  do  not  think  the  People 
can  well  bear  any  additional  or  new  Tax,  and  the  attempt- 
ing of  any  fuch  Thing,  may  alienate  the  Affedlions  of  great 
Numbers  of  the  People  from  our  prefent  happy  Eftabiifli- 
ment,  and  may  contribute  towards  increafing  thofe  Mobs 
and  Tumults,  which  have  cf  late  been  fo  frequent  all  over 

the 


O'^YN^ 


(  481  ) 

the  Kingdom  :  And  as  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  growing  Anno  10.  Geo, 
Produce  thereof  is   already  appropriated  towards  paying   a    H.  1726-7. 
Million   to  x\iQ.  South  Sea  O.'d  Annuitants;  fo  that  we  can- 
not make  good  this  Deficiency  out  of  the  growing  Produce 
of  that  Fund,  and  I  do  not  tliink  it   would    be   proper  to 
mortgage  any  Part  of  the  Sinking-Fund  for  this  Purpofe. 

*  There  is  therefore,  in  my  Opinion,  no  pofTible  Way 
left  for  making  good  this  Deficiency  but  that  I  have  thought 
of,  which  is,  not  by  increafing  any  prefent  Tax,  or  im- 
pofing  any  new  one,  but  by  reducing  an  old  Tax  to  one 
Third  of  what  it  is  at  prefent.  This,  Sir,  may  at  firli: 
View  feem  to  be  a  Paradox  ;  but  when  I  have  explained 
myfelf,  the  Mylfery  will  vanifh,  and  every  Gentleman 
will,  I  hope,  approve  of  the  Method  I  am  to  propofe. 
Every  one  knows  that,  ever  fince  the  Year  i  699,  we  have 
had  a  Duty  of  no  lefs  than  36  j.  a  Barrel,  upon  all  Sweets 
made  for  Sale  within  this  Kingdom,  which  is  fo  high  a 
Duty  that  it  has  in  fome  meafure  entirely  prevented  the 
Making  of  any  fuch  Liquors  for  Sale;  at  leall  if  any  fuch 
have  been  made,  the  Makers  have  always  found  Means 
to  evade  the  Law,  and  defraud  the  Public  of  the  Duty, 
fo  that  the  Duty,  as  I  have  been  told,  has  never  produced 
any  Thing  confiderable,  and  by  the  Accounts  upon  our 
Table  it  appears  the  prefent  Produce  amounts  to  little  or 
nothing.  Now,  Sir,  1  am  convinced  that,  if  there  were  a 
moderate  Duty  laid  upon  iuch  Liqours,  and  the  Nature  of 
the  Liquors  fubjeded  to  the  Duty  fully  explained  in  the 
Aft  for  impofing  it  ;  I  fay,  that  in  fuch  a  Cafe  I  am  con- 
vinced, a  very  confiderable  Revenue  would  arife  yearly 
from  the  Confumption  of  fuch  Liquors ;  becaufe,  as  the 
prime  Coff  is  but  fmall,  if  the  Duty  were  tolerable,  I  be- 
lieve there  would  hardly  be  an  Ale-Houfe  in  the  Kingdom 
without  great  Variety  of  fuch  Liquors ;  and  if  they  were 
to  be  had  at  every  Ale-Houfe,  I  am  perfuaded  great  Quan- 
tities of  them  wou>Id  be  confumed,  efpecially  now  that  our 
People  are  debarred  the  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors  in  Drams 
or  otherwile. 

<  It  is  not  to  be  queflioned,  Sir,  we  already  know  it  by 
Experience,  that  our  putting  an  entire  Stop  to  the  Retail 
of  Spirituous  Liquors,  will  be  a  great  Hardlhip  upon  all 
thofe  who  formerly  dealt  in  that  Trade  ;  and  many  of  thofe 
who  ufed  to  be  their  Cuilomers  and  Confumers  will  like- 
wife  think  it  a  Hardihip  to  be  debarred  a  moderate  Ufe 
of  fuch  Liquors,  in  that  Method  they  have  from  their 
Youth  been  accullomed  to  :  Altho'  every  fer.hble  Man  mull 
be  convinced,  that  the  putting  of  this  Hardfliip  upon  him 
•was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  public  Good,   and  for  prc- 
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Jmio  TO.  Geo.  ferving  the  Health  and  Morals  of  the  People,  yet  we  find 
lI.i'^36-7.  there  are  great  Numbers  who  are  apt  to  murmur  at  this 
\,^'>f\^  Regulation  ;  and  to  prevent  thefe  Murmurs,  I  can  think  of 
no  Expedient  more  pioper  than  that  of  encouraging  the 
Retail  and  Confumption  of  thofe  Liquors  called  Sweets, 
which  may  be  made  to  anfwer  all  the  good  Ends  of  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors,  without  being  attended  with  any  of  the  fatal 
Confequences  proceeding  from  an  immoderate  Ufe  of  fuch 
Liquors.  This  of  itfelf  would  be  a  good  Reafon  for  dimi- 
nifhing  the  Duty  payable  upon  thofe  Liquors  called  Sweets, 
even  tho'  there  were  no  Benefit  to  arife  therefrom  to  the 
public  Revenue,  nor  any  Occafion  for  incrcafing  that  Re- 
venue. But  as  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceffuy  for  increafing 
the  public  Revenue,  in  order  to  anfwer  thole  Supplies  you 
have  already  granted  ;  and  as  there  is  a  great  Probability 
that,  by  diminilliing  the  Duty  on  Sweets  to  one  Third  of 
what  it  is  at  prefent,  you  will  increafe  the  public  Revenue 
as  much  as  is  neceflkry  for  anfwering  the  prefent  Occafion, 
I  think  no  Gentleman  can  difpute  the  Reafonablenfs  of 
making  fuch  a  Diminution. 

*  But,  Sir,  to  add  to  the  Weight  of  thofe  Reafons  I 
have  already  given,  there  is  another  Reafon  of  great 
Weight  with  me  for  endeavouring  to  encourage  the  Con- 
fumption of  Sweets,  and  confequently  for  diminifhing  the 
Duty  now  payable  upon  them,  and  that  is,  the  great 
Quantity  of  Sugar  made  ufe  of  in  the  Confumption  of  fuch 
Liquors.  I  believe  no  Gentleman  doubts  but  that  the 
Confumption  of  Sugar  will  be  diminifhed  by  the  ftrift  Pro- 
hibition of  the  Retail  of  Spirituous  Liquors  in  Punch  or 
ctherwife;  and  as  our  Sugar  Trade  will  fuffer  by  diminifh- 
ing this  Confumption,  1  fhould  be  glad  this  Lofs  were 
made  good  to  the  Sugar  Trade,  by  incouraging  and  in- 
creafing the  Confumption  of  thofe  Liquors  called  Sweets, 
in  the  Compofition  of  which,  there  is,  I  believe,  more  Su- 
gar made  ufe  of  than  was  ever  ufed  in  the  Compofition  of 
the  like  Quantity  of  that  Liquor  called  Punch.  To  this  I 
fhall  add,  that,  as  moft  of  the  Materials  made  ufe  of  ia 
the  Compofition  of  all  Sorts  of  Sweets  are  the  Growth  and 
Manufafture  of  our  own  Dominions,  and  as  a  great  Variety 
of  fuch  Liquors  may  very  much  diminifh  the  Confumption 
of  foreign  Wines,  therefore  the  increafing  the  Confumption 
of  the  former  will  not  only  be  a  great  Encouragement  and 
Advantage  to  the  induftrious  Part  of  our  own  Subjefts,  but 
will  likewife  be  an  Advantage  and  Addition  to  our  general 
Balance  of  Trade,  by  diminifhing  the  Value  of  our  Im« 
ports. 

_«  from  all  which.  Sir,  I  hope  it  will  appear  not  only 

proper 
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proper  but   nece/Tary,  that  we  fhould  abolifli  tlie  prefent  y^;;«/j  lo  G<?a, 
Duty    on   Sweets,   and  inliead  thereof,  lay   on  fuch  a  lefs    11,1726-7. 
Duty  as  to  this  Houfefhall  feem  reafonable.     With  refpeft 
to  the  new  Duty  to  be  laid   on,   I  fliall  not  pretend  to  pre- 
fcribe  to  the  Houfe,   I    fiiall   only   beg  Leave  to  give  my 
Reafons  why  I  think  izs.  a  Barrel  will  be  a  proper  Duty. 
J  believe  every  Gentleman  will  agree,  that  as   long  as  we 
have  a  Du-y  upon  Malt,  and  an  Excife  upon  all  Malt  Li- 
quors, there  ought  to  be  fome   Duty  laid   upon  all  other 
Liquors  confumed  within  the  Kingdom,  whether  they  pro- 
ceed   from    foreign    or    domeflic  Growth  or  Manufafture  ; 
becaufe  the  Produflion    of   Barley    and    Malt  is  a  Pro- 
duftion  we  ought  to  encourage  as  much  as  any  Home  Pro- 
dudtion  whatever  :  Therefore  there  ought  certainly  to  be 
fome  Duty  laid  upon  all  Sweets  confumed  within  the  King- 
dom ;  and   in  my  Opinion   that  Duty  ought  to  be  higher 
than  the  Duties  and  Excifes  payable  upon  the  like  Quantity 
of  any  Sort  of  Malt  Liquors  ;  but  not  fo  high  as  may  en- 
tirely prevent  the  Retail  of  any  of  thofe  Liquors.     If  we 
confider  and  compute  the  Malt  Duty,  and  the  feveral  Ex- 
cifes  payable  upon   Beer  and  Ale,  we   may  reckon    that 
every  Barrel  of  llrong  Beer  or  Ale  pays  between  5  and  6  j. 
a  Barrel ;  and  for  the  Encouragement  of  our  Farmers,  by 
increafing   the  Confumption  of  their    Barley,    I  think  we 
ought  to  make  the  Duty  on  Sweets  at  leaft  double  the  Duty 
upon    Malt  Liquors;   for  which  Reafon  I  reckon  izs.  per 
Barrel    is  the  leaft  Duty  we  can  propofe  to   lay  upon  all 
Sweets,   which    fhall    hereafter    be   confumed   within   this 
Kingdom. 

This  Duty,  Sir,  as  it  is  but  a  very  little  above  4^'.  a 
Gallon,  canr.ot,  I  think,  any  way  tend  to  difcourage  or  di- 
minifh  the  Confumption  of  fuch  Liquors,  nor  can  it  enhance 
the  Price  by  Retail,  fo  as  to  make  our  People  prefer  the 
Ufe  of  any  foreign  Liquor,  to  that  of  our  Homemade 
Sweets,  when  they  are  fkilfully  prepared,  and  proper  Care 
taken  to  make  them  palatable  as  well  as  healthful ;  for  1 
am  of  Opinion  that  Sweets  of  all  Kinds  may  be  made  as 
palatable  and  as  healthful  as  any  Sort  of  Punch  ;  and  con- 
sidering that  the  Confumers  muft  pay  for  every  Gallon 
even  of  Rum-Punch  at  leaft  4^.  4^.  Duty,  I  cannot  but 
think,  that  upon  diminilhing  the  Duty  on  Sweets  as  I  have 
propofed,  feveral  Sorts  of  them  may  be  made  up  and  fold 
at  a  much  cheaper  Rate  than  any  Sort  of  Punch  can  be  ; 
from  whence  I  muft  conclude,  that  in  a  little  I'ime  great 
Quantities  will  begin  to  be  confumed;  and  that  from 
thenceforward,  this  particular  Branch  of  the  public  Reve- 
nue will  be  very  much  increafed,  by  diminilliing  the  Duty 
P  p  p  2  upon 
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'y?««(3 10.  Geo.  upon  fuch  Liquors ;  as  was  formerly  the  Cafe  with  refpeft 
11.  1736-7.    to  Pepper,  the   Duty  upon  which  has  produced  a  great  deal 
i/'v^'^vj  more  yearly  fince  it  was  reduced,  than  ever  it  did  before. 
It  is  impoflible  for  me,  Sir,  to  foretell  with  any  Certainty, 
what  this  Duty  upon  Sweets,  when  fo    reduced,  will  bring 
in  yearly.      I    have  fccn   fevcral   Calculations  and  Compu- 
tations upon  the  Head,  all   of  which  were    founded   upon 
ver}'-  probable    Conjcflures ;    but    they   diftered    fo    widely 
from  one  another,    that    no    iMan  can  determine  pofitively, 
which  of  them  he  ouglit  to  give  moll  Credit  to.     By  fome 
of  thefe  Computations  it  was  calculated  that  the  Duty  upon 
Sweets,  when  reduced  to  izs.  per  Barrel,  would  in  all  Ap- 
pearance  produce  near   50,000/.  a  Year  :    By  others,  the 
annual    Produce   of  this    Duty  was  not  computed  at  above 
io  or  25,000  /.  which  is  fo  great  a  Difference  that  no  De- 
termination,   hardly    any   Suppolition,   can    be  made  with 
Tcfpedl   to  the   future   yearly    Produce.     However,    if  this 
Duty  be  reduced  to    )  z  s.  a.  Barrel,  and    that    Doubt    ex- 
plained, which  has  arifen  upon  former  Acls  of  Parliament, 
jn  relation  to  Liquors  made  for  Sale  by  Infufion,  Fermen- 
tation, or  otherwife,   froiti    Brhijh  Fruit  or  Sugar,   or  froni 
Fruit  or  Sugar  mixed  with  other  M;terials  or  Ingredients, 
and  commonly   called    or  diltinguifhed    by    the    Name    of 
A-Iade-W'ines,  I  fhall    fuppol'e  the   Duty  will  then  produce 
^;o,occ  /.  a  Year  ;    for   the   Confuinpt    of   thofe   Liquors 
called   Sweets,    has  not  ovAy  been  prevented  by  the  extra- 
vagant Height  of  the  Duty  laid  upon  them  ;  but  the  Doubt 
i  have  mentioned  has  always  prevented  its  being  collefted  ; 
becaufe  it  has  always  been  pretended  that  fuch  Made-Wines 
were  not  chargeable  with  the  Duty  cf  36  .r.  a  Barrel,  and 
by  that  Pretence,  People  have  generally  got  free  from  pay- 
ing that  Duty  even  upon  Sweets  made  tor  Sale  by  Infuiion, 
F'ermentation,  or  otherwife,  from   foreign  Fruit  or  Sugar ; 
it  being  generally  impofub'e   to   determine,   whether  iuch 
Mixtures  are  made  from   foreign  or  from  Britip  Fruits  or 
Sugar. 

*  Now,  Sir,  if  we  fuppofe  that  the  future  Produce  of  this 
Duty  will  amount  to  30,000/.  a  Year,  as  it  has  never 
heretofore  produced,  f  believe,  30/.  a  Year,  the  Increafe 
upon  it  will  then  be  a  fufhcient  Fund  for  borrowing  as 
much  as  will  be  neceflary  for  making  good  the  Supplies 
you  have  granted  for  the  Service  of  this  enfuing  Year.  I 
iay  it  will  be  a  fufficient  Fund,  not  only  for  paying  the  In- 
terelt  yearly,  but  for  paying  off  the  Principal  in  a  fmall 
Number  of  Years;  for  400,000/.  will,  I  reckon,  be  the 
highellSum  that  will  be  wanted,  and  as  that  Sum  may  be 
Jjoripwed  at  i  per  Cem,  a  Revenue  of  near  30,000/-  a 

Year 
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Vear  will  pay  not  only  the  Intereft  yearly,  but  will  likewife  jj^no  to.  Geo. 
pay  off  the  Principal  in  about  17  Years;  and  if  the  Duty     J  J   1-36''. 
iliould  produce  more   than  30,000  /.  a  Year,  it  will  then    V/"V~\^ 
pay  off"  the   Principal  as  well  as    growing  Intereft   much 
iooner. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  explained  to  you,  what  I  think  by 
far  the  eafieft  and  mofl:  proper  Way  of  raiiing  that  Sum, 
which  is  Itill  deficient  for  making  good  thofe  Supplies  we 
have  already  agreed  to.  Thefe  Supplies  mull  certainly  be 
made  good  fome  Way  or  other  ;  and  if  any  Gentleman 
will  rile  up  and  fhew  us  a  better  Method  for  making  them 
good,  I  fhall  very  readily  give  up  my  Projeft,  and  agree  to 
any  other  Method  propofed  3  fmce  1  have  nothing  in  my 
View  but  to  raife  thofe  Sums  we  have  thought  neceflary  for 
the  publick  Service,  in  that  Method  which  fhall  appear  to 
be  moft  beneficial  for  the  Nation,  and  leaft  burdenfome  to 
the  People.  If  the  Houfe  approves  of  what  I  have  pro- 
pofed, the  proper  Method  for  carrying  it  into  Execution  is. 
To  refolve  firll  to  repeal  or  abolifli  the  old  Duty;  and  then 
to  refolve,  That  a  Duty  of  izs.  per  Barrel  ihall  for  the 
future  be  granted  to  his  Majelly  upon  all  Sweets  made  for 
Sale  ;  therefore  I  fhall  conclude  by  making  you  this  Motion, 
That  it  may  be  refolv'd,  That  the  Duty  of  36/.  a  Barrel 
on  Sweets,  granted,  <Sc. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  Subflance  as  follows,  'viz. 

S  1  R, 
"  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  has  pleafed  to  move  you  this 
Queltion,  fet  out  with  three  or  four  general  Maxims,  in 
wliich  1  fhall  moil  readily  agree  with  him.  The  Supplies 
we  have  already  granted  ought  certainly  to  be  made  good 
by  feme  Means  or  other  ;  and  I  am  fo  far  of  Opinion  that 
thefe  Supplies  mufl  be  made  good,  either  by  adding  to  fomc 
of  the  1  axes  we  have  already,  or  by  impofing  fome  new 
one,  or  by  incroaching  upon  the  Sinking-Fund,  that  I  am 
lure  there  is  no  fourth  Way  of  making  them  good  ;  there- 
fore the  lion.  Gentleman  raifed  my  Curiofity  not  a  little, 
when  he  told  us  he  had  thought  of  a  Method  for  raifing 
as  much  as  would  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  tlie  Land 
and  Malt  Tax,  without  adding  to  any  old  Tax,  or  impofing 
any  new  Tax,  and  without  making  the  leaft  Incroachment 
on  the  Sinking  Fund.  This,  I  confefs,  was  to  me  a  Paradox 
r.nd  a  jMyllery,  which  I  became  very  impatient  to  hear 
explained  ;  but  how  greatly  was  I  difappointed  when  this 
notable  Projedl  came  to  be  laid  open  ?  for  then  it  appeared 
to  me,  and  1  hope  I  flaall  by  and  by  make  it  appear  to  the 
Houfe,  that  this  Projeft  muft  either  be  a  new  Tax,  or  it 
niuft  be  an  Incroachment  tipon  the  Sinking  F'und. 
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Jt:vo  TO.  Geo.  *  I  (hall  likewij'e,  Sir,  moft  readily  agree  with  the  Hon. 
JI  1736-7  Gentleman  in  two  other  Maxims  he  iet  out  with,  which 
were,  that  the  People  cannot  well  bear  any  additional  or 
new  Tax,  and  that  we  ought  never  to  make  an  Incroach- 
ment  upon  the  Sinking-Fund :  But  this.  Sir,  we  ought  to 
have  th^-ught  on  bef-jre  granting  the  Supplies;  and  if  this 
were  confi  .ered  as  feriouily  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  would  make 
every  Gentleman  extremely  cautious  of  propofing  to  run 
the  Nation  into  an  unnecefTary  Expence,  or  of  afking  any 
Supplies  for  that  Purpofe  ;  for  after  we  have  once  granted 
S'upphes,  they  muft  be  made  good  icme  way  or  other. 
We  oughi  to  confider  that,  notv;ithftar;d;ng  the  many  Taxes 
our  Pe  'pje  are  loaded  with,  yet  al!  thoie  Taxes,  except  the 
Land  ard  the  Malt  Tax,  are  mortgaged  for  making  good 
the  Civii  Lift  Revenue  we  have  granted,  or  for  paying  the 
Frincjpal,  and  the  Intereft,  of  the  Debts  we  have  contrafted  : 
"VV'e  have  now  no  Way  of  p;roviding  for  the  current  Service 
cf  the  Year,  but  by  Means  of  the  Malt  Tax  and  the 
Land  Tax ;  and  I  mufl  fay,  the'  I  am  lorry  to  fay  it,  if  we 
do  not  fall  into  a  Method  of  contra6ting  the  pubhc  Expence 
in  Time  of  Peace,  io  as  to  make  thofe  two  Taxes  anfwer  it, 
this  Nation  mult  neceiTarily  and  fpeedily  be  undone.  We 
may  go  on  for  a  few  Ye.irs  contriving  ExpeJients,  and 
mortgaging  every  little  Fund  we  have  left  to  mortgage; 
bat  this  muif  be  attended  with  inevitable  Ruin  at  kit  ;  for 
the  richeil  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  if  he  fpent  but  10/.  a 
Year  more  than  the  real  Income  of  his  Eilate,  would  cer- 
tainly at  laft  be  undone. 

'  Many  Ways  might  be  contrived.  Sir,  for  lefTening  the 
public  Expence  yearly.  1  he  Redudion  of  the  Arm),  or 
putting  them  upon  a  different  Foot,  is  one  Method,  v>hich 
is  obvious  and  known  to  every  Man  ;  but  there  is  another 
Method  which  would  be  as  certain  and  as  extenfive,  and 
that  is,  by  annihilating  all  thole  Sine-Cure  Pcft?,  and  un- 
deferved  or  ill-deferved  Salaries  and  Penfions,  which  have 
been  growing  upon  us  for  many  Year>;,  and  which  can 
rever  be  of  any  Service  to  the  People,  unlefsit  be  to  enable 
future  Miniiiers  to  opprefs  them.  Many  of  thefe  I  could 
mention  m  every  Branch  of  public  Bufmefs  within  this 
Kingdom  ;  but  I  fliall  not  take  upon  me  the  Malice  and 
Rei'entment  which  fuch  a  Piece  of  public  Service  would 
draw  upon  the  Author,  from  all  thofe  whofe  private  Interefl 
M'ould  be  firuck  at.  I  ^o  not  think  it  proper  or  prudent 
for  any  private  Man  to  take  upon  himlelf  fuch  a  Burden  : 
It  is  proper  only  for  a  Government  to  undertake ;  and 
whenever  the  (jovernment  does  undertake  it,  I  am  fure 
thiv   V, ill,    if  th^-y    m^ke  clean    V'vork,   fave  upward;   of 
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5cc,ooo/,  a  Year  to  the  Public,  which  is  a  greater  Sum  Jt;m  xo.Gn. 
than  is  wanted  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year.  II.IT56-7. 

*  This,  Sir, is  what  might  hsve  been  done,  it  is  whatoue;ht  i  y^'V'^-/ 
to  have  been  done,  becauie  by  (o  doing  we  might  have 
avoided  that  fatal  Dilemma  we  are  now  reduced  to.  The 
Relolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  have  now  made 
it  abiblu'.ely  neceilary  to  load  the  People  with  additional  or 
new  Taxes,  or  to  incroach  upon  the  Sinking-Fund  ;  and 
whatever  the  Hon.  Gentleman  may  think  of  his  favourite 
temporary  Expedient,  to  every  impartial  Enquirer  'twill 
appear,  that  it  mull  be  ranked  under  one  or  other  of  thefe 
Methods.  The  Duty  upon  Sweets,  whatever  was  the  In- 
tention of  thofe  Parliaments  which  eftablifhed  it,  has  never 
been  raifed,  at  leart  it  has  never  been  raifed  in  fo  extenfive 
or  lirid  a  Manner  as  is  now  propofcd  ;  therefore,  w:th  re- 
gard to  the  People  it  mull  be  look'd  on  as  a  new  Tax.  If 
we  were  to  revive  the  ancient  Tax  called  Danegddt ,  we  may 
as  well  pretend  it  is  no  new  Tax,  as  to  fay  that  a  Tax  upon 
Sweets,  which  was  never  before  levied  upon  the  Peocle,  is 
no  new  Tax.  The  People  never  before  felt  any  fuch  Tax, 
therefore  when  they  come  to  feel  it,  they  will  look  on  it  as 
a  new  load  laid  upon  their  Backs,  already  almoll  broken, 
and  will  murmur  as  if  it  were  a  Tax  which  had  never  be- 
fore been  thought  of.  They  do  not  look  into  A£ls  of 
Parliament  for  learning  what  Taxes  they  are  fubjecl  to  : 
They  confider  only  what  Taxes  they  have  been  accuilomed 
to  pay  ;  and  therefore  they  will  always  date  the  Com- 
mencement of  a  Tax  from  that  Time  when  it  hrlt  began 
to  be  exacted  upon  them.  Eor  this  Reafon  our  beginning 
now  to  exact  this  Tax,  will  certainly  raile  new  .Murmurs  ; 
J  ftiall  not  lay  it  will  make  the  Mirrmurings  of  the  Peo- 
ple more  general  ;  they  are  alrcidy  by  much  too  general; 
and  luch  temporary  Expedients  are  not,  I  am  fare,  the  moll 
proper  Ways  for  appealing  them,  or  for  preventing  thoie 
Riots  and  Tumults  which  are  nov/  I'o  juitly  complained 
cf. 

'  Bur,  Sir,  even  with  refpc^l  to  the  Laws  by  which  this 
Duty  has  been  eltab.ilhed,  the  Method  now  propul'ed  for 
fupplying  the  current  Service,  mull  be  looked  on  as  a  Me- 
thod lor  doing  it  by  a  new  Tax  in  Whole  or  in  Part,  or 
it  mull  be  looked  on  a?  a  .Method  ibr  dcin?  it  bv  ir.croriching 
upon  tho;e  Funds  appropriated  to  the  Pavmcnc  of  the  Prin- 
cipal or  Intereil  ol  our  Debti.  If  it  ums  never  defignci 
by  any  of  the  L-svs  now  in  Being,  that  .M,':de- Wmes  ihould 
be  looked  on  as  Sweets,  or  fubjeded  to  any  Tax  as  luch, 
the  lubjeilir.g  them  for  the  future  to  a  Tax,  mui:  be  !c?kcJ 
on  asimpolirg  a  new  Tax  ut^on  l.icn  "A'lne;  ;  and  ;:'  hy  the 
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Anm  lO.  G(o-  Ij^ws  now  in  Being  all  Liquors  made  for  Sale  by  Infufion, 
II  17^6-7.  Fermentation,  or  otherwife,  from  Britifh  Fruit  or  Sugar,  or 
x^  y>j'»X^  J  fronii  Fruit  or  Sugar  mixed  with  other  Materials  or  Ingre- 
^^  ^""^  dients,  were  defigned  to  be  looked  on  as  Sweets,  and  as  fuch 
to  be  chargeable  with  the  Duty  of  36^.  a  Barrel,  as  well 
as  all  Liquors  made  for  Sale  from  foreign  Fruits  cr  Sugar, 
then  the  whole  Duty  now  propofed  to  be  abo'ilhed,  ftands 
appropriated  to  the  Payment  of  our  Debts,  and  makes  a 
Part  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  as  nyy  appear  from  the  famous 
A61  of  the  6th  of  his  late  Majelly,  for  enabling  the  South- 
Sea  Company  to  encreafe  their  Capital,  by  which  this  Duty, 
among  others,  ftands  exprefly  appropriated  to  that  Company. 
Nor  does  it  fignify  to  i'ay  that  this  Duty  never  produced  any 
thing  ;  bccaule  if  the  Levying  of  this  Duty  was  prevented 
by  a  Doubt  in  the  Ad  of  Parliament,  that  Doubt  ought  to 
have  been  explained  long  before  now;  for  he  who  grants 
is  always  I'uppolcd  to  grant  every  Thing  necelTary  for  making 
his  Grant  effedual.  Therefore,  as  the  old  Duty  ftands  ap- 
propriated to  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  makes  a  Part  of 
the  Sinking-Fund,  we  cannot  abolifh  it  without  making  an 
Encroachment  upon  the  Sinking-Fund  ;  and  if  the  South  Sea 
Company  fhould  give  up  two  Thirds  of  their  Grant,  in  order 
to  make  the  remaining  Third  more  effedual,  or  if  we 
fhould,  by  way  of  Repeal,  take  from  the  Sinking-Fund  two 
Thirds  of  this  Duty,  in  hopes  the  remaining  Third  would 
produce  more  than  the  whole  three  Parts  formerly  did,  or 
could  have  done,  furely  the  South-Sea  Company,  as  well  as 
the  Sinking-Fund,  have  an  undoubted  Right  to  that  third 
Part  ;  fo  that  we  cannot  appropriate  the  1  2  s.  now  propofed 
to  be  laid  upon  Sweets  to  the  Service  of  next  Year,  without 
encroaching  both  upon  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  upon  the 
Right  of  the  South-Sea  Company. 

i  hope.  Sir,  every  Gentleman  that  hears  me  is  now  con- 
vinced the  Projefl  we  have  under  our  Confideration  mull 
either  be  called  a  new  Tax,  or  an  Incroachment  on  the 
Sinking-Fund;  and  as  the  Flon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
you  the  Queftion,  admitted,  that  we  ought  neither  to  impofe 
any  now  Tax,  nor  make  any  luch  Incroachment;  I  hope 
he  will  now  admit  his  Propofition  is  fuch  a  one  as  ought 
not  to  be  agreed  to  ;  for  tho'  I  Ihall  not  fay  that  out  of  his 
own  Mouth  I  have  condemned  him,  yet,  1  think  I  may  fay, 
that  out  of  his  own  Mouth  I  have  condemned  the  Projedl 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  cft'er.  I  know,  it  may  be  fiid,  that 
if  we,  from  the  future  Produce  of  this  Duty,  pay  yearly  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  a  Sum  equal  to  what  the  Duty  has  pro- 
duced at  a  Medium  fmce  the  firft  Time  of  its  being  granted, 
wc  cannot  be  acculed   of  making  any   Incroachment  upoa 

the 


(  489  ) 

'he  Sinking- Fund ;    but  is  not   this  a  fort  of  Pliy  upon  Aino  \o.  Geo", 
Words,    h?.rd!y  becoming  the    Courts    in  Wejiminjier-Hall,     ll.i-r^g.j. 
and  much  ieibthe  Proceedings  of  thisHoufe,  where  nothing   .  V*^v/''*V  1 

but  Equity  and  llrift  Honour  ought  to  prevail  ?  A  Duty 
has  been  granted,  Money  has  been  borrowed  upon  the  Cre- 
dit of  tiiat  Duty,  it  has  lince  been  found  the  Duty  was  fo 
high,  that  it  amounted  :o  a  Prohibition,  and  therefore  pro- 
duced little  or  nothing;  the  Creditors  come  and  dchre  the 
Duty  may  be  lowered,  in  order  that  they  may  hiive  fome 
fort  of  Security  for  their  Money;  Could  we  refife  fo  equi- 
table a  Requell  ?  Could  we  m  Honuur  i:!y,  No,  you  fnall 
have  tiie  former  Produce,  which  was  :;:tle  or  nothing,  conti- 
nued to  you;  but  if,  upon  its  beiiig  'uwered,  it  produces 
more,  we  mult  take  ti.e  wiio!e  mcicaied  Produce,  lor  an- 
fweringourown  neceif'.r)  Ov.c.MJoiisf  1  iieCaie  beforcus  isirill 
ftronger  :  I'he  old  Duty  upon  i^wtets  W'juld  have  produced 
a  great  deal  more  th  n  ever  it  uni,  it  tiie  L'oubc  which 
arole  about  the  Inten;ioii  (f  tlie  La.v  iiad  beea  explained 
as  now  deligned  ;  and,  if  wh..t  is  now  defigned,  wa.  really 
the  Intention  of  the  Law  at  firft,  tiiat  Doubt  ought  to  have 
been  fo  explained  as  foon  as  it  was  taken  Notice  of,  in  order 
to  make  efFcdual  to  our  Creditors  that  Grant,  wh.ci-  we  had 
made  them  for  iecuring  the  Payment  of  the  Money  they  lent 
Ut  in  our  Diiirels.  We  may  aboiiih  the  old  Duty,  we  may 
eibiblifn  one  third  Part  of  that  Duty  only,  for  the  ruture; 
but  that  new  Duty,  lo  to  be  elbabiiiiK-d,  in  Honoui,  in  Juliicc, 
in  Equity,  belongs  to  the  Creditors  who  lent  their  ;  loney 
upon  the  Credit  of  the  old  Duty  ;  and  conlequently,  we 
cannot  apply  it  to  the  current  Service,  without  making  aa 
Incroachment  upon  the  Sinking  fund. 

'  J  have  hitherto  fuppofed,  Sii-,  that  the  Parliament  which 
eftabldhed  the  Duty  upon  Sweets,  defign.-d  to  include  thofe 
Liquors  called  Made- Wines  ;  and  this  1  have  fuppofed,  on'y 
to  Ihew  that,  even  in  that  Cafe,  we  ought  not  to  agree  to  the 
Method  propofcd,  becaufe  it  wiil  bean  [ncroachn]ent  upon 
the  SinkingFund  J  but  now.  Sir,  I  iliall  fuppcde,  and  i  do 
inlilt  upon  it,  that  no  fjinier  i'arliament  ever  intended  to 
fubject  Liquors  made  f-T  Sale  by  Infufion,  Perm:  ntation, 
or  otherwile,  from  Britijb  fruits  or  Sugar,  or  from 
Fruits  or  Sugar  mixed  wuh  otli^r  M -toriah  or  Ingredi- 
ents, and  commonly  caf  ed  or  diuinouidied  by  the  Na;..e  of 
A'lade-VVines,  to  the  Duty  by  then;  iaipoL-d  i.,poii  Suect-  ; 
and  the  Praclice  cvSv  h:,ce  thofe  Acts  of  Pjrlumcnt  \.cre 
paff  d,  which  is  above  thirty  Vcars  ago,  has  fully  JLiftily.-d 
iiiy  Opinion  ;  for  we  mull  Lipro!.-  the  Commilhoncts  of  i.'.e 
'i  lea.'ury,  tiie  Conuii  iHoMers  of  f.xci.c,  a:;d  the  i:.-;ci.j- 
men,  have  often  taken  the  0;iiiii(;ii  or  l.riw.crs  \.yy)\\ 
this  Hc;:d  ;   and  if  they  hii  !  cw\  had  the    Up;;. .on    oi   ;:"!V 

\  0!  .   l\ ,  (^q  4  tu;c:::.:e 


(  490  ) 

yf/iflfl  to.  Gfo.  tolerable  Lawyer  In  their  Favour,  we  may  fuppofe  they 
II.  I7''^6  *•.  vvou'id  have  exafled  the  Tax  with  the  utmoll  Rigour  ; 
we  cannot  fuppofe,  without  doing  great  Injultice  to  thofe 
worthy  Servants  of  their  Country,  that  they  would  have 
allowed  the  Public  to  be  defrauded  of  fuch  a  confiderablc 
Revenue,  if  in  all  that  Time  they  had  ever  had  the  Opi- 
nion of  any  noted  Lav/yer  in  their  Favour  ;  therefore,  I 
muft  look  upon  the  Propofition  now  made  to  us,  as  a  Pro- 
pofition  for  inipofing  a  new  Tax  upon  the  Subjedls  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  1  fhall  now  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  it  is  a 
Tax  of  the  moft  opprefTive  Nature,  and  which  may  be  at- 
tended with  the  molt  fatal  Confequences,  with  refpedl  to 
our  Conllitution  and  the  Liberty  of  the  Subje£l. 

'  The  Nature  of  Excifc-Lavvs,  Sir,  and  the  dangerous 
Confequences  of  extending  fuch  Laws  in  a  free  Country, 
were  upon  a  late  famous  Occanon  fo  fully  explained,  that  I 
little  expefted  a  further  Extenfion  of  fuch  Laws  would  have 
been  attempted  for  fome  Years  to  come  j  but  now,  I  find, 
I  have  been  egregioufly  millaken  ;  for  the  Projeft  now 
before  us,  I  mull  look  on  as  a  new  and  a  wide  Extenfion  of 
thofe  Laws.  Every  one  knows,  the  Duty  upon  Sweets  is 
to  be  raifed  by  the  Laws  of  Excife,  and  if  you  fubjecl  all 
thoie  Ijquors  called  Made-Wines  to  that  Duty,  there  is 
hardly  a  Farmer,  or  a  Country  Gentleman  in  England,  but 
will  by  that  means  be  fubjefted  to  the  Laws  of  Excife,  if 
he  relolves  to  make  the  belt  Ufe  of  his  Garden  or  Orchard. 
Our  Excife  Laws  have  already  fpread  themfelves  over  every 
City,  Borough,  and  Village  in  the  Kingdom,  and  by  this 
new  Regulation  they  are  to  fpread  themlelves  over  every 
Country,  and  to  enter  into  the  moft  lonelome  Farm-Houfe 
in  England;  for  if  a  Farmer  has  a  Mind  to  make  a  little 
Money  of  an  Elder-Hedge,  or  of  a  Goosberry,  Rafberry, 
or  Currant-Bufh,  or  of  a  Mulberry-Tree,  he  may  have  in 
his  Garden,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  Rent 
to  his  Landlord,  his  Houfe  mult  be  open  all  Hours 
in  the  Day-time  to  the  Gauger,  nay,  it  muft  be  open  at  all 
Hours  in  the  Night-time,  if  the  Gauger  can  but  find  a 
profligate  Fellow  of  a  Ale-houfe-keeper  in  the  Hundred, 
who  has  got  himfelf  named  a  Conftable  by  the  Trading 
Juitices  of  the  County.  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  Sir,  that  this 
will  produce  no  frefh  Murmurs  ?  Can  it  be  fuppofed  our 
Farmers  will  all  fubmit  patiently  to  fuch  a  Hardfhip  ?  Or 
can  it  be  fuppofed  that  all  our  Gaugers  will  behave  with 
common  Decency,  when  they  get  into  a  lonefome  Houfe 
in  the  Country,  at  a  Time,  when,  perhaps,  the  Family  are 
10  the  Fields  a  Hay-making,  and  no  Perfon  left  at  Home 
but  the  Farmer's  Wife,  or  Daughter?   Then,   fuppofe  the 
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Farmer  is  caught  in  a  Fraud,  how  will  the  Landlord  look,  ,4nno  lo.  Geo. 
when  he  finds  hinnfelf  dii^ippointed  of  his  Rent,  by  an  Ex-    H.  1736-7. 
tent  brought  againft  his  Tenant  for  the  Penalty  ? 

•  f  am  fure,  Sir,  1  need  not  repeat  to  the  Houfe  the  many 
good  Arguments  that  have  been  made  ufe  of  againft  Excife- 
Laws.  It  has  upon  a  former  Occafion  been  Ihewn,  thnt 
they  are  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  our  Confti- 
tution  ;  and  the  Arguments  then  made  uie  of  are  certainly 
ftil]  frefh  in  every  Gentleman's  Memory.  I  fhall  only  take 
Notice,  that  as  the  Authority  and  Bufinefs  of  Excifemen 
will  be  very  much  increafed  by  this  new  Projefl,  tho'  we 
have  now  a  greater  Number  of  them  than  we  have  Occa- 
cafion  for,  yet  their  Number  muft  be  greatly  augmented  ; 
for  not  only  many  of  our  Farmers  will  from  henceforth  be 
fubjeded  to  their  Review,  but,  I  am  afraid,  every  Tavern 
and  Wine-Cellar  in  the  Kingdom,  We  know  what  a  Cia- 
mour  was  raifed  againft  the  laft  Attempt  to  fubjedl  Wine- 
Merchants  and  \'intners  to  Excife-Laws :  That  was  an 
open  Attempt,  and  fuch  a  one  as  they  could  openly  oppofe; 
but  the  Difficulty  of  fuch  an  Attack  was  then  felt;  and 
therefore,  they  are  now  to  be  attack'd  in  an  indireft  and 
hidden  iMethod ;  for  if  moft  of  our  Dealers  in  Wine  be 
Brewers  of  W^ine,  as  is  commonly  reported,  every  fuch 
Dealer  will,  by  this  Method,  be  fubjeded  to  the  Review 
of  an  Excifeman,  the'  he  dares  not  fay  he  is  afraid  of  any 
fuch  Thing,  and,  therefore,  cannot  openly  oppofe  the  Pro- 
jed  now  before  us.  By  this  means,  the  Influence  which 
Excifemen  a!rer.dy  have,  or  may  have,  upon  all  City  and 
Borough  Eledions  will  be  very  much  increaled  ;  and  as 
many  of  our  Farmers  are  Freeholders,  the  Excifemen  will, 
by  means  of  this  Projecl,  have  an  Opportunity  of  gaining 
an  Infii:ence  likevvife  in  all  County  Eledions ;  both  which 
are  diametrically  oppofice  to  our  Conftitution,  and  to  ths 
Liberty  of  the  Subjeii. 

\i  by  lowering  the  Duty  on  Sweets,  and  preventirig  the 
Retail  of  Spirituous  Liquors  in  Punch  or  otherwife,  thofe 
Liquors  called  Made- Wines  lliould  come  to  be  of  univerial 
Ufe,  we  mult  fuppofe  that  almoft  every  Farmer  in  Evg]niid 
will  turn  himfelf  towards  the  making  of  fuch  Liquors,  and 
the  producing  of  Materials  proper  for  that  Purpofe  ;  the 
Confequence  of  which  will  be,  that  he  muft  go  to  the  next 
Office  of  Excife,  and  enter  his  Name  and  Place  of  Abode, 
together  with  every  Room  and  Place  made  Ufe  of  by  him 
for  making  or  keeping  any  fuch  Liquors.  This  he  muft  do 
under  a  great  Penalty;  and  from  the  Time  he  has  done  fo, 
he  can  no  longer  call  his  Houfe  properly  his  own  :  From 
that  Moment,  the  Gauger  may,  any  Hour  of  the  Day,  and  as 
C^q  q   2  often 
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-'?,v-i  toCj  c':e'i  as  he  pleafe?,  require  Admittance;  and,  by  takings 
JT  ,--{',  ■-.  L^n  .•.■b!e  ;.iong  with  li:rn.  he  niav,  at  any  Hour  ct  the 
NiL;ii',  ";d  .i~  (-f;en  as  he  h.i>  a  Mind,  require  Admittance  : 
'f  t..c  p  )Gr  i''a;nier  fhoa!.!  ai  aiiv  'i'ii7ie  rcfufe  to  leave  his 
L'/  i^ur  m  the  i'lelds,  or  if  he  fiioiild  refafe  to  get  out  of  Bed 
af.cr  a  hard  Diy's  Labour,  in  order  to  let  the  Gauger  enter 
his  lioaie,  he  iubjfd?  liimi-lf  to  a  great  Penalty.  For 
thefe  Penalties  he  i;:  not  to  b^  iacd  according  to  the  com- 
r;on  Liw,  nor  to  be  .'icd  in  the  ufual  Way,  by  God  and 
his  Ci-u  Uiv,  but  he  i^  to  be  tried  before  tlie  Commiflio- 
ncr-  ct  i'^xcile,  or  before  two  jullices  of  Peace,  who  may 
conviiTt  liini  wiLhout  any  Jurv,  upon  the  Oath  of  the  Gau- 
f;er,  uho  makes  the  Complaint;  and  all  this  without  any 
AvTpeal  but  to  the  Qu-.iruer  SelTions,  whofe  Judgment  is  to 
be  final.  'J 'hen  after  he  is  once  convifted,  in  order  that  he 
inay  for  ever  ;.'fier  vemnin  obedient  to  the  Commiflioners  of 
Excile,  or  to  tlie  jultices  of  the  Peice,  they  are  impowered 
to  levy  ti;e  whole  or  wliat  Part  cf  the  Penalty  they  pleafe, 
accordini^  to  the  pail  or  the  iuture  behaviour  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Cot  viit, 

'  This,  Sir,  v.  iil  be  the  C^fe  of  every  Farrr^er  in  England^ 
who  attempts  to  mJce  the  mot!  of  ti;e  Goosherries  or  Cur- 
rants he  has  in  Jiis  Garden  ;  and  if,  to  avoid  this  Misfortune, 
he  lljould  refolvc  to  fell  his  {''ruits  to  the  Makers  of  fuch 
Liquors,  inilead  of  making  them  hinifelf,  he  muif  fell  them 
for  little  or  nothing  From  hence  1  am  apt  to  believe  that 
r.otwithlianding  tiiC  low  l>uty  you  propofe  to  lay  upon  Made- 
Wines,  the  Methods  ytuare  to  jMcfcribe  for  lailmg  it,  will 
prevent  the  Coniumpticn  ;  b-.cauie  no  Man  will  fubject 
himielf  to  thelixci.e  Lius,  for  ilic ''akcof  any  Advantage 
he  may  get  by  the  m. iking  cf  lucii  Liquor?  ;  and  ir  they 
fire  not  made,  I  am  iure  they  cannot  be  confumed  ;  {^^  that 
one  or  otlier  of  tlicfe  Inconveniencies  mull  arife  from  the 
Prcjcft  now  under  cur  Confederation  :  Either  a  great  Num- 
ber cf  our  People  will  be  fubjefted  to  Fxcife  Laws,  who 
v\-crc  never  before  iurj'tu.  to  any  juch,  or  tliC  Produce  of  th.e 
J~'.uty  will  come  far  fiort  of  your  Expectation.  By  the 
furnier,  our  Liberties  win  be  expoild  to  greater  Danger  than 
t  :ey  aic  at  prelent,  or  ever  ought  'o  be;  and  by  the  latter, 
v-e  iliall  leave  a  new  Load  i:pon  cur  Poferi  y,  without  any 
competent  j-'und,  for  ridding  them  of  that  Load  ;  which  is, 
]  thi:ik,  wiiac  no  .Man  can  agree  to,  v/no  has  any  Regard 
for   his  Pollcrity,   or   tiie   future    Kappinels   of  his    Coun- 
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but  one  of  tne  moR  dangerous  Taxes  we  can  impofe  upon  ^nno  lo.  Geo. 
the  People.      J-fliall  be  far  from  propofing  any  Addition  to    li.  1736-7. 
the   Land -Tax  ;  I  think   2  s.   in   the   Pound  is  the  higheft    ^^/^^/''S^ 
our  Land-holders  ought  to  be  loaded  with  in  Time  of  Peace; 
but  I  am  fure  it  would  be  better  for  every  Land-holder  in 
England  to  pay  3  /.   in  the   Pound   Land-'l'ax,    than  to  lay 
fuch  a  Hardfhip  upon  his  Tenants,  as  to  make  it  neceflary 
for  them,  either  to  fubjedt  themfelves  to  the  Laws  of  Excife, 
or  give   up  making  the  proper  Advantage  of  fome  Part  of 
their  Farms.     An  additional  Shilling  to   the  Land-Tax  is 
but  a  ilior:  temporary    Lofs :    It   is  a   Lofs  of  a  twentieth 
Part  of  his  Rent  but  for  one  Year  only  ;  but  by  fubjefting 
his  Tenants  to  fuch  a  Kardfliip  for  17  or  20  Years,  he  may 
find  himfelf  obliged  to  lower  the  Rent  of  every  Farm  that 
belongs  to  him,  much   more  than  a  twentieth  Part,  which 
will  be  probably  a  perpetual  Lofs,  or  at  leaft  a  yearly  Lofs 
that  may  affeft  him  and  his  Poiierity  for  a  great  Number  of 
Years.      For  this    Rcafon,    I   fay,    Sir,   every  Land-holder 
ought  to  chufe   rather  to  pay  an  additional    Shilling  Land- 
Tax,  than   fubjeft  his  Tenants  to  fuch  a  Hardfhip  as  will 
be  the  neceffary  Confequence  of  the  Projeft  now  before  us, 
But  there  is  another  Reafon  why  every  Man  in  the  King- 
dom, as  well  as  every  Land-holder,  ought  to  be  againft  this 
Projeft,  if  he  has  a  proper  Regard  for  his   Pofierity  or  for 
his    Country  ;  becaufe  the   Method   thereby   propofed    for 
raifing  Money  for  the  current  Service,  is  in  general,  I  think, 
the  moft  pernicious  Method   this   Nation,   or  any  Nation, 
can   ever   chufe  for  fupplying  fuch  Services.     To  eflablifh 
Funds,  and  then  mortgage  thofe   Funds  for  ready  Money, 
is  a    Method  of  fupplying   tiie  current    Service,   which   I 
fhail  now  endeavour  to  fhew  no  Nation  ought  to  take,  but 
in  Caies  of  the  greateft  Extremity  and  Danger. 

'  In  every  Country,  Sir,  that  which  may  he  called  the 
Eflate  or  Revenue  of  the  Public  is  the  Sum  that  may  be 
raifed  yearly  from  the  public  Lands,  and  from  thofe  Taxe?^ 
and  Impofitions  which  the  People  will  patiently  fubmit  to 
pay  J  therefore  if  in  any  one  Year  the  public  Expence  ex- 
ceeds that  Sum,  by  mortgaging  a  Part  of  this  public  Eftate 
or  Revenue,  the  Public  is  in  the  fame  Circumftances  with  a 
private  Man  who  runs  out  his  P!)llate,  and  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  can,  for  the  future,  be  reckoned  to  have  a 
greater  Eibte  or  Revenue  than  what  remains  iree  to  him 
after  the  Payment  of  the  Intereft  upon  his  Mortgages 
yearly.  The  only  Difference  is,  that  the  Revenue  of  a 
private  Man  is  certain  and  always  the  fame,  whereas  the 
public  Revenue  of  a  Kingdom  or  Stale  is  variable,  and  may 
always  be  greater  in  Time  of  War  than  in  1  ime  of  Peace  ; 
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jimio\o.Ge(f.hec^\i\e,  during  a  jull  and  neceffary  War,  the  People  will 
11.1736-7,  patiently  fubmit  to  greater  laxes  than  they  will  do  in 
ty\/''\^\  Time  of  Peace;  but  in  either  Cafe,  if  the  Government  of 
a  Country  fhould  make  the  public  Expence  exceed  the  pub- 
lic Revenue,  but  for  one  Year  only,  it  is  a  Step  towards 
their  Ruin,  and  a  great  Number  of  luch  Steps  mult  cer- 
tainly at  lafl  bring  them  to  their  Journey's  End,  which  is 
the  Ruin  of  thek  Country.  For  this  Reafon  the  Govern- 
ment of  every  Country  ought  to  take  fpecial  Care  to  pro- 
portion the  public  Expence  to  the  public  Revenue  yearly, 
fo  as  never  to  allow  any  public  Deb:  to  be  contrafted,  but 
what  may  be  difcharged  by  the  Produce  of  the  Taxes  grow- 
ing due  within  that  Year. 

•  Minirters,  Sir,  and  thofe  in  the  prefent  PofTefTion  of 
Power,  may  very  probably  be  for  loading  the  Public  with 
Debts,  inilead  of  loading  the  People  with  Taxes,  becaufe 
the  People  are  fenfible  only  of  the  Taxes  they  pay,  they 
are  not  immediately  fenfible  of  the  Debt  the  Public  con- 
trails, nor  can  they  probably  become  fenfible  of  it  during 
that  Minifter's  Adminiilration.  This  may  enable  him  to 
run  the  Nation  into  a  needlefs  Expence,  or  to  fquander  the 
public  Money,  without  bringing  an  immediate  Odium  upon 
himfcif,  or  raifing  any  A4urmursagainil  his  Adminillracion  ; 
but  every  fuch  Debt  weakens  the  Power  of  the  Crown, 
which  depends  upon  the  the  annual  Revenue  of  the  King- 
dom, and  may  render  it  impoffible  even  for  the  very  next 
Succeffor  to  proteft  his  Kingdom,  either  againft  Invafions 
and  Infults  from  without,  or  Tumults  and  Infurredions 
from  within ;  therefore  no  Man  who  has  a  true  Regard  for 
the  Crown,  or  for  the  next  SuccefTcr  to  the  Crown,  will, 
for  the  Eafe  of  any  temporary  Miniller,  agree  to  run  the 
Nation  in  Debt,  in  order  that  the  People  may  not  be  fenfi- 
ble of  the  unneceflary  Charge  his  Ambition,  Imprudence, 
Avarice,  or  Extravagance,  may  have  brought  upon  them. 

*  When  fuch  Taxes  are  impofed  and  colledled  within  the 
Year,  as  are  fully  fufficient  for  defraying  the  Expence  of 
that  Year,  the  People  arc  fenfible  of  the  Expence,  and 
will  therefore  enquire  into  the  Necefiity  of  that  Expence, 
which  will  always  be  a  Check  upon  the  Meafures  of  the 
Adminiftration,  in  Time  of  War  as  well  as  Peace :  It  will 
rot  only  make  them  frugal  with  refpeft  to  every  Shilling  of 
the  public  Money  they  are  obliged  to  lay  out,  but  it  will 
make  them  careful  not  to  involve  the  Nation  in  any  un- 
iiecefTary  War  or  Expence ;  and  it  will  prevent  their  con- 
tinuing of  any  War,  longer  than  the  future  Security  of 
the  Nation  requires.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  pub- 
iic  Expence,   or  any  Part  of  it,  is  raifed    by  impofing  a 
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finall  Tax  upon  any  of  the  Neceffaries,  Conveniencies,  or  AnM  lO.  Gea, 

Luxuries  of  Life,  and  mortgaging  that  Tax  for  a  Number  IL1736-7- 
of  Years,  the  People  are  not  fenfible  of  the  Expence  they  \^_y>jr'\^ 
are  put  to,  and  confequently  make  no  Enquiry  about  it, 
which  often  gives  an  Encouragement  to  thofe  in  Power  to 
run  the  People  into  needlefs  Expences,  and  lavifh  the  pub- 
lic iMoney.  But  if  fuch  Meafures  be  continued  for  any 
Number  of  Years,  thofe  fmall  Taxes  grow  fo  numerous, 
that  they  become  not  only  fenfible  but  infupportable  :  The 
Complaints  and  the  Murmurs  of  the  People  then  begin  to 
grow  general  and  loud  ;  but  the  Misfortune  is,  that  their 
Refentment  falls  upon  thofe  who  have  then  the  ill  Fate  to 
be  in  Power  over  them,  and  not  upon  thofe  who  were  the 
original  Authors  of  their  Mifery. 

•  Another  Misfortune  is,  Sir,  that  by  contrading  Debts, 
inftcad  of  impcfing  Taxes,  the  Nation  is  at  laft  obliged  to 
pay  3  or  4  J.  fometimcs  more,  for  every  Shilling  that  was 
ever  applied  to  the  public  Service  ;  becaufe  the  Intereft  and 
Charges  of  Management,  which  the  People  are  obliged  to 
pay  yearly  till  the  Principal  be  difchirged,  often  amounts 
to  double  or  treble  the  Sum  applied  to  the  Service  of  the 
Public.  If  we  were  to  compute  what  this  Nation  has 
paid  for  Jntereft,  and  Charges  of  Management,  upon  all 
the  Debts  wc  have  contrafted,  it  would  amount  to  an  in- 
credible Sum :  1  am  convinced  it  would  appear  to  be  more 
than  three  Times  the  Amount  of  the  whole  Debt  we  owe  at 
prefent.  Let  us  but  confider  the  Project  now  before  us: 
Let  us  fuppofe  400,000/.  borrowed  at  an  Intereft  of  3 
per  Cent,  and  that  the  Tax  will  amount  to  but  35,000/, 
a  Year,  which  is  the  leaft  grofs  Produce  we  can  fuppofe, 
upon  the  Suppofition  that  it  will  bring  a  nett  Sum  of 
30,000/.  yearly  into  the  Excbeqiter;  in  that  Cafe,  the 
People  muft  pay  35,000  /.  a  Year  for  17  Years,  which  at 
3  per  Cent,  compound  Intereft  amounts  to  near  750,000 /. 
and  which  mult  be  paid  by  the  People  of  England  in  lieu 
of  the  400,000  /.  now  to  be  borrowed  for  the  Service  of 
this  Year.  When  fo  low  an  Intereft,  in  fo  (hort  a  Time, 
makes  fuch  a  Difference,  we  may  eafily  guefs  what  an  im- 
menfe  Sum  the  People  of  this  Kingdom  have  paid  for  In- 
tereft and  Charges  of  Man.igement,  fince  that  Pradlice  of 
creating  and  mortgaging  public  Funds,  was  firft  brought 
into  Fafhion  amongft  us. 

•  It  may,  I  know,  be  faid,  that  if  the  whole  Money  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  current  Service  is  not  raifcd  within  the  Year, 
the  People  muft  fave  fo  much  A'loncy  in  their  Pockets, 
which  they   would  othcrwife  be   obliged  to  pay  out,  ^^i 

making 


( 49^  y 

Jfnna  lo.Ggo.  m2Lkmg  good  the  Service  ;  and  tliat  every  private  Man 
II.  1736-7.  'nay  make  above  5  per  Can.  of  the  iMoney  fo  fivcd,  in- 
^^^^^^^-y-^^^  Itead  of  3  per  Cent,  upon  the  Sum  which  the  Public  bor- 
rows for  tne  current  Service;  from  whence  it  may  be 
argued,  that  it  is  an  Advantage  for  tvtry  private  Man  to 
run  the  Public  in  Debt,  rather  than  rail'e,  within  tiie  Year, 
the  whole  Sums  necelTiry  for  the  current  Service  of  the 
Year.  But  do  not  we  know,  Sir,  that  every  AJan  looks 
upon  the  Taxes  he  is  obliged  to  pay  yearly,  as  a  Part  of 
his  yearly  ii..xpence  ;  and  the  more  Taxes  he  is  obliged  to 
pay,  the  more  he  contrafls  his  yearly  Expence  upon  other 
Articles?  This  every  prudent  and  provident  Man  will  do, 
when  he  feels  the  Money  going  yearly  out  of  his  Pocket 
tow<.rds  tl-.e  public  Expence  ;  but  when  a  public  Debt  is 
contraded,  and  thereby  a-  Load  .thrown  upon  future  Gene- 
rations for  the  Eafe  of  the  prefent,  no  Alan,  let  him  be 
never  fo  provident,  fits  down  to  compute  the  Eale  he  meets 
with,  in  order  that  he  may  lave  as  much  out  of  that  Year's 
Expence,  as  may  enable  his  Pollerity  to  anfwer  the  Load 
thrown  upon  thtm.  People  confider  only  the  yearly  Taxes 
they  are  iubjeded  to,  and  proportion  their  Expences  upon 
other  Articles  accordingly  ;  fo  that  Pollerity  are  fo  far 
from  having  the  Principal  left  them,  with  Compound  In- 
tereil  at  5  per  Cent,  that  they  have  neither  Principal  nor 
Intereft  left  them  ;  nor  is  it  pofTible  to  perlvvade  an  Heir, 
that  anv  Part  of  the  Ellate  left  him  by  his  Anceitor,  was 
fived  for  him,  with  a  View  of  enabling  him  to  pay  his 
Siiare  of  that  public  Debt,  which  was  contraded  in  the 
Time  of  his  Anceitor. 

»  To  thele  Misfortunes,  Sir,  let  me  add  another,  That  the 
creating  and  mortgaging  public  Funds  neceffurily  contri- 
bates  to  the  railing  and  keeping  up  the  natural  Inrereft  of 
Money,  or  to  the  draining  the  Nation  of  that  Gold  and 
Silver  which  is  brought  into  it  by  its  general  Balance  of 
Tr^ide.  As  the  natural  Jntereilof  Money,  in  all  Countries, 
depends  urion  the  J'roportion  betvv'een  the  Demand  for  bor- 
rovving  Mone\  at  Interetl,  and  the  Demand  for  lending 
Money  at  Jnterell,  by  creating  and  mortgaging  public 
Eunds,  you  increale  the  firil  Demand,  and  conlequcntly  the 
natural  Inrerell  of  Money  mult  rife,  unlefs  you  propor- 
tionabiy  increale  the  otlier,  and  this  you  can  no  Vv'ay  do 
but  by  prevaili:ig  v.ith  Ecrcigncrs  to  lend  you  a  Sum  equal 
to  that  public  Fund  you  have  ellabliflred.  If  you  can  do 
this,  you  keep  up  the  fame  Proportion  between  t'liC  De- 
mand for  borrowir.g  Money  at  Jnterell,  and  the  Demand 
for  lending  Money  at  hiterell:,  v.'hich  you  had  in  your 
Country  beiore  thr.t  public  i-'und    was  created  ;  but    ti'.en 
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what  is  the  Confequence  ?  The  whole  Sum  payable  yearly  ^nno  \o  Gto. 
by  Way  of  Interelt  upon  that  public  Fui.d  mull  be  ("en:  out  \\  1736-7. 
of  your  Country  yearly  in  Gold  or  Silvci,  or  it  mult  pre- 
vent io  much  Gold  and  S  !ver  yearly  coming  in  to  you,  by 
means  of  your  general  Balance  of  Trade  ;  for  unJefs  you 
create  a  new  Fund,  your  foreign  Creditors  cannot  poffibly 
convert  their  Intercll  into  Principal ;  and  if  you  create  a 
new  Fund,  you  add  to  your  former  Misfortune,  by  increafing 
the  annual  Draught  of  Gold  and  Silver  from  amongll  ^ou. 

'  To  apply  this,  Sir,  to  our  prefent  Circunltanct  .^;  luppofe 
the  whole  of  our  public  Debts  amounts  to  48  Millions, 
and  that  but  10  Millions  of  that  Capital  belongs  to 
Foreigners,  tho'  I  am  convinced  their  Share  amounts  to  a 
much  larger  Sum  :  In  that  Cafe,  you  have  taken  38  Mil- 
lions from  the  Demand  for  lending  Money  at  Intereft  ia 
your  Country,  and  have  added  it  to  the  Demand  for  bor- 
rowing Money  at  Intereil,  which  makes  a  Difference  of  no 
lefs  than  76  Millions,  and  how  this  Difference  muft  aflVft 
the  Proportion  between  theie  two  Demands,  and  confe- 
quently  the  natural  Inrereft  of  Money  in  this  Country,  I 
fhall  leave  to  every  Gentleman  that  hears  me  to  judge. 
Then  as  to  the  10  Millions  belonging  to  Foreigners,  'tis 
true,  it  prevents  the  Difference  between  thefe  two  Demands 
in  this  Country  being  fo  great  as  it  would  otherwiie  be ;  but 
the  Confequence  is,  that  the  yearly  Interefl  of  the  Sam  of 
lO  Millions,  which  is  400,000/.  a  Year,  mult  be  fent  out 
annually  in  Gold  and  Silver,  or  in  Goods  and  Merchandize  ; 
for  all  Bills  of  Exchange  mult  at  lalt  be  anfwercd  by  one  or 
other  of  thefe  Funds.  If  it  be  fent  out  in  Gold  and  Silver, 
it  diminilhes  our  National  Stock  of  Gold  and  Silver ;  if 
in  Goods  and  Merchandi7£,  it  prevents  its  Increafe  ;  be- 
caufe  the  Price  of  thofe  Goods  and  Merchandize  mull  ne- 
ceffarily  at  lalt  have  been  returned  to  us  in  Gold  and  Silver, 
if  we  had  had  no  luch  Intereft  to  have  paid  yearly  to 
Foreigners.  While  x.\.q  general  Balance  of  Trade  con- 
tinues in  our  Favour,  the  paying  of  this  Interelt  to 
Foreigners  will  only  prevent  the  yearly  Increafe  of  our 
National  Stock  of  Gold  and  Silver  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  ge- 
neral Balance  of  Trade  turns  againft  us,  this  whole  Sum 
mult  be  drawn  out  yearly  in  Gold  and  Silver,  which  mult 
receffarily,  in  a  few  Years,  entirely  exhauit  our  National 
Stock  of  thofe  two  Metals;  and  when  that  Misfortune 
comes  upon  us,  I  am  afraid  we  fhall  find  but  little  Comfort 
or  Relief  in  our  Paper  Credit. 

'  This  Confi.eration  alone.  Sir,  I  fhould  think,  would 
make  every  Gentleman  refolve  to  fiibniit  to  ary  Tax,  ra- 
ther than  run  the  Nation  furtner  inio  Debt;  ai.d  1  am  lure 
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Anno  10.  Geo.  it  r light  to  make  every  Miniltcr  refolve  to  contra£l  the  pub- 
11.1736-7.  lie  Fxpcnce  as  much  as  pofiible.  There  are  many  other 
i\Ji.- fortunes  ami  Inconveniencies  attending  the  creating  and 
mortgnging  of  public  Funds  ;  but  f  fhall  not  trouble  you 
witli  enumerating  any  more  of  them  at  prefent;  J  think,  I 
have  (aid  enough  for  convincing  every  Man,  who  has  a 
found  Heart  as  well  as  a  found  Head,  that  any  Projeft  for 
running  the  Nation  into  a  new  Debt  mutt  be  a  moll  perni- 
cioi  »  Sort  of  Means  for  fupplying  the  current  Service  of 
the  Year  If  fo,  1  am  fure  every  Gentleman  that  hears 
me,  Would  give  his  Negative  to  the  Quellion,  if  there 
fhould  be  an  Occafion  ;  but  there  will  not,  I  believe,  be 
any  Occafion  for  a  Negative  ;  becaufe,  if  the  Honourable 
Gciulenr.an,  who  made  you  this  Propofitlon,  views  it  in  the 
fame  Light  I  do,  I  am  fure  he  will  moll  readily  give  it  up. 
Jt  may,  perhaps,  be  faid.  Will  you  leave  the  current  Ser- 
vice unprov-ded  for?  Will  you  allow  the  SefTion  to  break 
up  wiihoiit  providing  for  thofe  Supplies  you  have  already 
granted  ?  No,  Sir  :  Several  other  Methods  may  be  thought 
of:  I  have  hinted  at  one,  which  I  am  fure  would  be  iufli- 
cient ;  I  mean,  that  of  aboliilungfcveral  of  our  unnecelTary 
J'olis  and  ]''mp!oyinents.  A  Committee  for  that  I'urpofc, 
if  we  were  ur.animou?,  would  foon  find  out  a  Fund  for  an- 
fwering  the  prefent  Deficiency  ;  and,  I  am  certain,  there  is 
no  Methud  that  will  be  more  cfleftual  for  producing  that 
Unanimity,  than  our  rejecting  or  dropping  the  Propofition 
now  before  us ;  for  which  Rcafon,  if  it  be  infilled  on,  I 
ihall  moll  heartily  give  my  Negative  to  the  Queflion. 
7'he  Reply  was  to  the  Eflcft  as  follow?,  ^ci%. 

Sir, 
"  1  am  glad  to  End,  that  every  Gentleman  who  has 
argued  for,  or  againll  the  Quellion  now  before  us,  fecms  to 
be  nf  Opinion,  the  Supplies  we  have  already  voted,  ought 
to  be  maae  good,  fome  way  or  other.  W'hen  thefe  Sup- 
plies were  granted,  [  eafily  forefaw,  that  the  Malt-Tax  and 
a  L:;r,d-'l'ax  of  2  s.  in  the  Pound,  would  not  be  fufficient 
for  asifv'.erJng  them  ;  ajul  [  coiifefs,  tho'  I  faw  the  NecefTity 
cf  the  Supplies  we  had  agreed  to,  I  was  under  fome  Un- 
eafireis  to  think  how  ic  was  pofiible  to  make  good  the  De- 
ficiency ;  becauk',  f  thought  it  would  be  hard  io  load  the 
J^eopie  with  aiiy  new  or  aciditicrial  Ta;;,  or  to  make  any  In- 
crcachment  upon  tr;e  SinkingTund  ;  but  my  Uneafinefs 
v;as  fully  removed,  as  foon  as  my  Honourable  Friend  had 
e,\piair.ed  clie  ivlethod  he  had  thought  of,  for  making  good 
that  DtfiCtcncy.  The  Method  he  propofed,  and  which  we 
have  now  under  our  C^nfideration,  appeared  to  me  fo  cafy, 
and  I  b'.-g  \\\i  Leave  to  l.i} ,  fo  ingenious,  that  I  imr.gined  ic 
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would   have   been  agreed  to  without  any  Oppofition  ;  but  ^^<^;;;a  io_  (7^,5_ 

tliis  is  a  Fate,   which   Ism   glad    to  find    few  or   no  Pro-    ]|.  lyqfi.-r 

pofitions  are  like  to  meec  with    in  this   Hoiife  :    for  a  bad   l/''V->v  y 

one  ought,  and,    I   hope,   always  will    be  oppofed  ;  and  a 

good  one  dcr  vcs  great  Advantages   from    Oppofition,    be- 

caufe  its  Ufefuinefs  from  thence  appears  in  a  much  clearer 

I-ight.      As  I  very  much  approve  of  the  Method  propofed 

by  my  Honourable  Friend,  for  making  good  the  Deficiency 

of  the  Supplies  for  this  Year,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  remove 

the  Objections  that  have  been  made  to  it,  and  then  I  lliall 

endeavour   to  fhew  the  Jnjullice  and   Impoflibility   of  the 

other  Methods  that  have  been  propofed,  or  rather  iiintcd  at 

in  this  Debate. 

*  I  as  heartily  wifh,  Sir,  as  any  Gentlennan  can  do,  that 
we  could  contract  the  public  Expence,  fo  as  to  make  the 
Malt-Tax,  and  a  Land-Tax  of  2  s.  in  the  Pound,  fufficient 
for  anfwering  it  yearly  ;  but  the  public  Expence,  as  to  its 
Quantity,  neither  depends  upon  our  Refolutions,  nor  upon 
the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  thole  who  have  the  Honour  to  be 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  our  Government.  The  annual' 
public  Expence  in  this  Country,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
Country,  depends  upon  the  NecefTities  of  the  Government 
only,  and  ought  to  be  increafed  or  diminifhed  only  accord- 
ing to  thofe  NecefTities.  In  Arbitrary  Countries,  the  Mi- 
nitters  are  the  only  Judges  of  thofe  Necefiities,  and  of  the 
Sums  that  wiil  be  fufficient  fjr  anfwering,  as  well  as  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  mdft  proper  for  raifing  them  ;  bat,  in 
this  happy  Country,  our  Miniflers  are  no  Judges  in  either 
of  thele  Refpeds :  Their  Bufmefs  is  only  to  lay  before 
Parliament  what  they  think  will  be  the  NecefTities  of  our 
Government  for  the  enfuing  Year,  and  what  Sums  they 
think  will  be  fufficient  for  anfwering  thofe  Neceffities. 
When  they  have  done  fo,  they  are,  as  it  were,  fun fio  officio, 
they  have  nothing  more  to  do  ;  for,  the  Parliament  is  then 
to  judge.  Whether  thofe  Neceffities  are  real:  Whether  a 
lefs  Sum  may  not  be  fufficient  for  anfwering  thofe  Neceffities: 
And  what  Ways  and  Means  are  moll  proper  for  raifing 
thofe  Sums,  that  fhall  be  thought  neceffary.  Of  thele 
three  Queltions,  we  have  already  determined  the  firll  two; 
and  now  we  liave  the    tliird   under  our  Confideration. 

*  In  determining  this  third  Quellion,  we  certainly  ought. 
Sir,  to  chufe  fuch  Ways  and  Means  as  may  be  fufficient  for 
the  End  propofed  ;  fuch  as  may  be  leall  burdenfome  to  the 
People,  and  fuch  as  may  feem  to  occafion  the  fewed:  Mur- 
murings  againft  the  Government:  And,  that  the  Method 
now  propoled  to  us  has  every  one  of  thefe  three  Advan- 
tages, will    beft  appear    from    anfwering  the  leveral  Ob- 
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Jttno\o  G^o.  jeflions  that  have  been  made  to  it.  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  tha 
II.  I --36  7.  ibme  fort  of  CoiTiparifon  may  be  made  between  the  pub' 
lie  Revenue  of  a  Nation,  and  a  private  Man's  Eltate  ;  and 
thiit  a  Mortgage  upon  either,  muft  be  a  Lofs  to  Pofterity, 
and  a  Diminution  of  the  Eitate,  till  thnt  Mortgage  be 
cleared  ;  but  tnere  is  a  very  grea:  Difference  between 
what  may  be  called  a  Lofs  to  Poltcricy,  and  what  may  be 
called  doing  them  a  real  Injury  :  A  private  Man  who  mort- 
gages his  Eltate,  in  ord'er  to  I'upport  his  Luxury  or  Extra- 
vagance, does  a  real  Injury  to  his  Pofterity  :  But  he,  who 
by  ioine  crols  Accident  is  obliged  to  mortgage  his  Eftate 
for  the  Prefervnion  of  liiiafeif  and  Family,  does  no  In- 
jury to  his  Poilenty,  tho*  he  fubjefts  tl-em  to  a  Lofs.  In 
the  lame  Manner,  a  Nation  may  often,  f:)r  Self  prefervation, 
be  obliged  to  be  at  a  much  greater  public  Expence  than  can 
polTioly  be  rautd  within  the  Year,  and  mult  then  nccefiarily 
mortg.:ge  fome  Part  of  its  public  Revenue  ;  which  is  fo  far 
from  being  an  Injury  to  Pofterity,  that  tnere  is  nothing 
more  jull  and  reaionible;  !,.ca.ufe,  as  future  Generations 
aie  to  reap  a  great  Pan  of  the  Benefit,  they  ought  to  pay 
fome  Psrt  of  the  Expences  which  were  neceiTary  for  ob- 
taining ana  preiervmg  th.'t  Bentfic. 

•  Not  only  Necdlity  therefore,  Sir,  but  even  common 
Juftice  may  foniecimes  require,  that  a  public  Debt  (liould 
be  contraded,  rather  than  lay  too  heavy  a  Load  upon  the 
People  for  any  one  Year,  or  for  any  Number  of  Years  ; 
and  whatever  Inconveniencies  or  Difidvantages  fuch  a 
Meafure  may  be  attended  with,  the  Neceffity  of  Affairs 
will  always  be  a  full  Jultification  of  thole,  who  purfue  it. 
But,  I  cannot  think,  the  Difadvantagcs  attending  iuch  a 
Meafure  are  near  fo  grievous  as  have  been  repreiented  ;  for 
as  to  the  Intereit  and  Charges  of  Management,  the  Money 
paid  by  the  People  for  thof'e  Purpoies  is  feidom  any  real 
Lofs  to  the  Nation,  becaufe  it  is,  generally,  all  divided 
among  our  own  People ;  there  is  but  a  very  fmall  Share  of 
the  Intereit  belongs  to  Foreigners ;  and  what  goes  out  that 
way  is  attended  with  this  Advantage,  that  it  procures  the 
Nation  fome  Friends  in  foreign  States,  who  have  often 
great  Weight  in  their  Councils,  and,  confequently,  may 
prevent  their  joining  in  any  Mealures  with  our  Enemies. 
Then,  as  to  the  EfFed  this  Meafure  may  have  upon  the 
Management  of  public  Money  ;  I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid 
that  iVlinilters  are  to  be  judged  or  punifhed  by  the  People, 
in  a  mobbifh  and  riotous  Manner,  their  Conduct  is  always 
to  be  enquired  into  and  judged  of  by  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  People  in  Parliament  afTembled  ;  and,  furely,  no 
Gentleman  of  this  Houfe  will  ever  be  influenced,  upon  any 
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fuch  Occafion,  by  what  the  People  feel,  or  fay  they  feel ;  Anno  lo.  Got» 
nor  can  we  fuppofe,   that   any  Gentleman  of  this  Houfe     II. 1736-7. 
will  ever  approve  of  any  Article   of    Expence  propoled, 
only    becaufe  his    Polkrity,    and  not  he,  are  to  fuffcr  for 
it. 

«  I  {hould  be  glad,  Sir,  we  could  raife  the  Supplies  of 
this  Year  within  the  Year :  I  ihould  be  glad  our  public 
Necefllties  never  required  any  greater  Expence  than  what 
the  public  Revenue  would  anfwer ;  but  for  the  Reafons  I 
have  given  I  cannot  admit  it  as  a  general  and  infallible 
Maxim,  that  we  ought  never  to  contraft  any  public  Debt, 
or  make  any  public  Mortgage  ;  for  when  it  becomes  necef- 
fary  to  raife  any  large  Sum  for  the  Service  of  any  one  Year, 
I  fhall  be  for  giving  the  People  fuch  a  fufficient  Time  for 
payi;.g  it,  as  may  not  fubjeft  them  to  any  great  Difficulty. 
In  private  Life  it  has  always  been  looked  on  as  an  Aavan- 
tage  and  an  Eafe  to  a  Man  to  give  him  feveral  Terms  for 
paying  a  large  Sum  of  Money  ;  and  the  Cafe  is  the  fime 
with  refpedl  to  the  People  ;  it  will  be  much  more  eafy  and 
advantageous  for  them  to  pay  400,000  /.  with  the  growing 
Interelt  in  17  Years,  than  to  pay  400,000/.  it  one  Pay- 
ment, in  any  manner  you  can  contrive  lor  laifirg  ic ;  o  that 
if  the  Method  now  under  our  Confideradcm  were  really  a 
Mortgage  of  fome  Part  of  our  former  Revenue,  conieqaent- 
\y  a  l3iminution  of  the  public  Ellate,  I  fhould  be  for  agr  e- 
jng  to  it;  but  it  is  really  neither  the  one  nor  the  other:  It 
is  an  Improvement  of  the  public  Revenue  and  Eftate;  and 
furely  Powerity  cannot  find  Fault  with  us  for  morgaging, 
for  a  few  Years  only,  the  Produce  of  that  Improvement. 
If  a  private  Gentleman  fhould  by  any  Improvement  add 
100/.  a  Year  to  his  Ellate,  and  mortgage  that  Improvement 
for  17  Years  only,  furely  his  Son  would  have  no  Realon  to 
blame  his  Conduft,  even  tho'  he  fhould  die  immediately 
after  having  made  that  Improvement  and  Mortgage,  and  all 
future  Generations  would  have  Realon  to  blefs  him. 

*  From  this  fingle  Confideration,  oir,  all  thofe  Objedions 
that  are  founded  upon  the  Inconveniencies  of  mortgaging 
the  public  Revenue  muft  vanilh ;  and  the  Debt  to  be  con- 
trafted  is  fo  fmall,  and  the  Interell  it  is  to  be  borrowed  at 
lo  low,  that  it  can  no  way  aifedl  the  natural  Intcreft  of  Mo- 
ney, either  upon  public  or  private  Securities.  Now,  Sir, 
with  refpedl  to  the  Objedtion  which  impeaches  the  Propo- 
fition  under  our  Confideration,  with  being  either  a  Propo- 
fition  for  a  new  Tax,  or  a  Propofition  for  making  an 
Encroachment  upon  the  Sinking-Fund,  I  was,  indeed, 
not  a  little  furprized  to  hear  it  not  only  laid,  but  in- 
filled on,  that  the  Duty  propofed  to  be  laid  on  any  Sort 
of  Sweets  was  a  new  'lax  ;    confidering  how  general  the 
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Jf'rn  TO  Cfo.  Words  are  ofall  the  Aifts  of  ParJiament  by  which  the  prefent 
Jl  I --"6--.     l^u'y    was   eihlilifncd  or  continued.      The    Words  of  that 

x^'^/'''^)  Law  in  King  IVill'mm''^  Time,  by  which  a  Duty  was  firft  laid 
upon  Sweets,  are,  '  For  every  Gallon  of  mixed  Liquors, 
commonly  called  Sweets,  made  from  Foreign  or  Englifi 
Mate-ials  :'  And  by  the  Aft  of  the  5th  of  the  late  Queen, 
by  which  the  prefent  Duty  was  firll  ellablifhed,  the  Words 
are,  '  For  every  Barrel  of  Sweets  made  for  Sale.'  'Tis  true 
a  Doubt  has  fince  arifen  from  the  Defcription  of  Sweets 
contained  in  another  A£l  of  King  Winia7ni,  Reign,  but  as 
that  of  the  5th  of  Queen  Anna  is  a  fubfequent  Law,  and  as 
the  Words  of  it  are  general,  the  Intention  certainly  was  to 
fubjecl  all  Liquors,  commonly  called  Sweets,  to  the  prefent 
D'lcy,  if  they  wer^  made  for  Sale  ;  therefore  we  mufl  fup- 
pofe  that  this  Doubt's  not  being  clear'd  up  by  a  Trial,  as 
well  as  by  the  Opinion  of  Lawyers,  does  not  proceed  from 
any  Negieft  in  the  Ofiicers  of  the  Revenue,  or  from  their 
fmding  the  Opinion  of  Lawyers  againft  them,  but  from 
every  Man's  being  perfuaded  there  was  no  Foundation  for 
the  Qiiellion,  therefore  no  Man  would  Hand  the  Event  of  a 
Law-fuic  upon  it  ;  and  the  fmall  Produce  of  the  Duty  mufl 
be  imputed  to  the  fame  Caufe;  for  as  every  Man  knew  he 
mud  pay  36  j.  a  Barrel,  if  he  raadeany  Sweets  for  Sale,  and 
that,  confidcring  the  Height  of  that  Duty,  he  could  cxpeft 
no  Advantage  by  the  Sale,  therefore  very  few  Perfons  at- 
tempted to  make  any  fuch  Liquors  for  fucha  Purpofe,  ever 
fmce  this  Duty  v/as  impofed.  Therefore,  the  Duty  now 
propofed  to  be  laid  on  Sweets  is  fo  far  from  being  a  new  Tnx, 
that  every  Man  in  the  Kingdom  will  look  upon  it  as  a  Re- 
leai'e  from  an  infupportable  Tax,  and  as  a  Reiloring  him  to 
the  full  Ufe  of  his  Garden  and  Orchard,  which  he  has  been 
deprived  of  ever  fmce  the  prefent  high  Duty  on  Sweets  took 
place. 

'  I  fiiall  readily  acknowledge,  Sir,  that  the  prefent  Duty 
on  Sweets  ftands  appropriated  to  the  South  Sea  Ccmpany, 
and  if  the  Produce  of  that  Duty  had  ever  been  or  could 
ever  be  worth  taking  any  Notice  of,  the  applying  it  to  the 
current  Service  would  be  an  Encroachment  on  the  Sinking- 
Fund,  becau.'e  it  would  be  necefTary  to  make  it  good  to  the 
Sitith'SeaQom'^^xViy  out  o(  the  Sinking- Fund;  but  t\itSouth  Sea 
Company  can  have  no  Right  to  any  thing  but  the  Produce 
of  the  prefent  Duty,  and  if  you  were  to  abolifh  the  Duty 
entirely,  all  that  the  South-Sea  Company  could  lay  Claim  to 
would  be  a  future  Annuity  equal  to  that  Produce,  at  a  Me- 
dium ever  fincc  the  Du:y  was  firtl  granted  to  them.  Sup- 
pofe  no  other  or  heavier  Duty  had  ever  been  laid  on  Sweets 
than  I  J.  /«•   Barrel,   v/hich  was   the  iirii  Duty  impofed  on 
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^uch  Liquors;  {uppofe  that  Duty  had  been  granted  to  the  Jmo  \o.Geo. 
South-Sea  Company  lor  fecuring  to  them  the  Payment  of  II.  177,6-7. 
their  Annuity,  and  fuppofe  we  were  now  to  Jay  an  additio-  ^./S/'^^J 
nal  fax  of  i\  s.  per  Barrel  on  fuch  Liquor?,  would  the 
South  Sea  Company  have  any  Right  to  that  additional  Tax  ? 
Or  would  the  Applying  of  it  to  the  current  Service  be  any 
Incroachment  upon  the  Sinking-Fund  ?  For  the  fame  Rea- 
fon,  if  by  any  new  Regulation  you  make  a  confiderable 
Increafe  in  the  Produce  of  the  Tax,  the  South  Sea  Company 
can  pretend  no  Right  to  that  Increafe,  nor  can  the  Appli- 
cation of  it  to  the  current  Service  be  deemed  an  Incroach- 
ment upon  the  Sinking-Fund.  The  utmoli:  that  can  be 
pretended  is,  that  a  future  Annuity  ought  to  be  paid  out  of 
that  increafed  Produce  to  the  Soufh-ScaComip-dny,  or  to  the 
Sinking-Fund,  equal  to  the  former  Produce  at  a  iVltdium, 
from  the  Time  it  was  firit  appropriated  to  the  Payment  of 
our  Debts.  Such  a  future  Annuity  would,  I  fay,  be  the  only 
Thing  that  could,  with  any  Shadow  of  Realon,  be  conten- 
ded for,  and  in  the  prefent  Cafe  that  Annuity  would  be  fo 
inconfiderable,  that  it  is  not  to  be  regarded. 

*  Thus  it  appears.  Sir,  that  the  Method  propofed  for 
making  good  the  Deficiency  in  the  Supplies  for  this  enluing 
Year  can  neither  be  called  a  Propofition  for  impofing  a  new 
Tax,  nor  can  it  be  called  a  Propofition  for  making  an  In- 
croachment upon  the  Sinking-Fund,  or  upon  the  Right  of 
the  SouthSea  Com,pany.  But  we  have  been  told,  that  the 
Duty  propofed  will  either  produce  lit{!e  or  nothing,  or  it 
will  fubjed  a  great  Number  of  our  People  to  Excile  Laws- 
As  to  the  future  Produce  of  the  Duty,  it  is  impollible  to 
foretell  with  any  Certainty  what  it  will  amount  to  ;  but  the 
lowelt  Computation  I  ever  heard  of  v^as  20.000  /.  a  Year, 
and  if  the  future  Produce  amount  to  that  Sum,  it  will  be 
fufHcient  for  the  End  propofed,  becaufe  it  will  not  only  pay 
the  growing  Intereit  yearly,  but  will  likewife  pay  off  a  Part 
of  the  Principal  yearly,  io  that  the  Whole  may  be  at  lalt 
difcharged  by  the  Means  of  this  Duty  only.  Then  as  to 
Excife  Laws,  I  have,  'tis  true,  heard  a  great  many  Excla- 
mations againll  the  Rigour  of  lach  Law?,  and  againll  the 
Inconvenieocies  and  the  Confequences  of  fiibjcciing  our 
People  to  fuch  Lavvs ;  but  the  jMisi'ort.uie  is,  that  all  thcle 
Suppofuions  are  contradicted  by  f.xpcr.cjice  ;  for  we  have, 
for  near  this  Century  pall,  had  iuch  Laws  in  this  Kingdom, 
without  bcixig  fenlible  of  the  leali  Inconvenience  ariiing 
from  them  ;  and  1  believe  thole  who  are  fubjed  to  them 
live  as  happily  and  as  indepciiclcntly  as  thoie  whcj  are  not. 
The!e  Laws  are  ccrt:.in,  and  publicly  icr.ov.-n,  ap.d  tfiC.'cfc,:^ 
thofe  who  are  f-ibje-i't  to  tlicm  tnrj  be  under  no  ivri-ji.riaiico 
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Jnno  lo.  Ceo.  "pon  the  Officers,  but  upon  the  Laws  themfelves :  If  they 
II.   1736-7,    conform  to  the  Law,  they  have  not  fo  much  as  a  Favour 
ly^-y^^.    to  ask    of  any  Commiffioner  or  Officer  of  Excife  ;    and  if 
any  Officer  behave   rudely  in    the  Execution   of  them,   or 
commits  any  'I  refpafs,  he  may  be  profecuted  for  It,  as  eafiiy 
as  any  other  Subjeft.     This  they  are  fenlible  of,  and  there- 
fore they  have   hitherto  generally  done  their  Duty  with 
as  much  Civility  and  Good-Nature  as  was  poffible ;  fo  that 
fair  Traders,  who  bring  themfelves  under  no  Sufpicion,  are 
feldom  or  ever  fubjeded  to  any  Inconvenience,  nor  are  they 
ever  vifited  or  dillurbed  at  unfeafonable  Hours. 

'  But,  Sir,  fuppofing  the  Excife  Laws  to  be  as  dangerous 
and  as  oppreffive  as  they  have  been  reprefented,  our  Farmers, 
our  Wine-iMerchants,  and  Vintners,  will  be  in  the  fame 
Cafe  they  are  at  prefent ;  for  if  any  of  them  fliould  begin 
to  make  Sweets  for  Sale,  they  would  fubjed  themfelves  to 
the  Excife-Laws,  even  as  the  Duty  Hands  regulated  by  the 
Laws  now  in  being;  and  tho*  the  Confumption  of  fuch 
Liquors  (hould  be  very  much  increafed  by  diminifhing  the 
Duty,  as  it  probably  will,  it  does  not  neceflarily  follow  that 
every  Farmer  who  has  an  Elder-Hedge,  or  a  Goosberry- 
Bulh  in  his  Garden,  fhould  become  a  Maker  of  Sweets,  no 
more  than  it  is  necefTary  for  every  Man  who  has  an  Acre 
of  Barley  to  become  a  Brewer  or  a  Maltfter  :  \{  the  Con- 
fumption {hould  become  very  extenfive  and  general,  'tis 
certain  that  proper  Perfons  will  itt  up  the  Trade  for  making 
fuch  Liquors  for  Saie,  and  will  purchafe  Fruits  for  that 
Purpofe  from  the  Farmer  at  a  reafonable  Pnce,  in  the  fame 
Way  as  Brewers,  Diltillers,  and  Maltftcrs  now  purchafe 
their  Barley.  The  only  Difference  I  can  fee,  is,  that  by 
this  new  Regulation,  our  Farmers  will  be  put  in  a  Way  of 
making  an  Advantage  of  their  Farms,  which  they  have 
been  debarred  from  ever  fmce  the  high  Duty  upon  Sweets 
took  place  ;  and  the  more  Advantages  they  are  enabled  to 
make  of  their  Farms,  the  better  able  will  they  be  to  pay 
their  Rent  to  their  Landlords ;  fo  that  every  Landed  Gen- 
tlcmar  has,  in  my  Opinion,  great  Reafon  to  approve  of  the 
Proportion  now  before  us ;  for  if  it  does  not  improve  the 
Rent  of  his  Eltate,  it  will  at  lealt  contribute  towards  ren- 
dering the  Payment  of  that  Ren:  more  certain  and  punc- 
tual. 

«  I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  fully  anfwered  all  the  Obje^flions 
made  againft  the  Propofition  now  before  us,  and  as  all  the 
Gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  upon  the  other  Side  of  the 
QueiHon,  have  acknowledge'^,  that  the  Supplies  we  have 
agreed  to  ought  to  be  made  good  oy  fome  Means  or  other, 
1    wiDi  they   had  diredly  and  plainly  propofcd  fome  other 
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Method;    for  upon  fetting  the  two  Methods  in  oppofite  Anm\o  Gss„ 
Lights,  It   would   have  been  very  eafy  to  have  determined,     II. 1736-7. 
which  of  them  ought  to  be  preferred.     They  have,  indeed,  (/"V—vj 
given  us  fome  fort  of  Hint  of  two  other   Methods,   one  of 
which,  1  mean  that  of  an  additional  Shilling  in  tlue  Pound 
upon  Land,  might  have  bore  fome  (brt    of  Comparifon,    if 
the    Land   Tax  for  this  enfuing  Year  had  not  been  already 
fettled,   and  the  Bill  aftually  brought  in  j  fo  that  it  is  now 
too  late  to  think  of  any  fuch  Method  ;  but  if  it  were  other- 
wife,  if  the  Land  Tax  were  Hill  to  be  fettled,  I  am  fure  it 
would  be  very  eafy  to  fhew,  that  of  all  the  Methods  we  can 
think  of  for  raifing  Money,  that  of  over-loading  the  Landed 
Interell  is  the  moU  unjuit,   the  moft  grievous,  and  the  mofl: 
dangerous      Even    2  s.  in    the  Pound  upon  Land  is  a  great 
deal  too  much,   when  the  whole   public   Evpence  does   not         ' 
amount  to  much   above   two    Millions;  for  as  every  Man 
ought  in  Juitice  to  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  public  Ex- 
pencc,  according  to  the  Share  of  Riches  he  poffeffes,  and  as 
the  Lands  in  Great  Britain  are  not  near  equal  in  Value  to 
the   other  Riches  of  the  Nation,  it  is  doing  an  Injuftice  to 
the  Landed  Interelt,  to  make  them  contribute  one  Moiety 
of  the  public  (Jhr.rge,  which  will  be  their  Cafe  for  this  next 
enfuing  Year.     But  as  the  Land  Tax   is  now  entirely   out 
of  the  Quellion,  [  fhall  not  take  up  your  Time  with  enlarg- 
ing upon  the  Subjeft. 

*  The  other  Method  hinted  at  is  a  Method  extremely 
plaufible  in  Appearance,  bat  I  quellion  much,  Sir,  if  it  will 
ever  be  found  praflicable ;  that  I  am  fure,  it  cannot  be  pro- 
pofed  as  a  Method  for  raifing  any  Part  of  the  Supplies  we 
have  already  agreed  to  for  this  enfuing  Year.  In  effect,  it 
cannot  properly  be  called  a  Method  of  providing  for  Sup- 
plies ;  it  is  rather  a  Method  for  diminifhing  the  ufual  ns- 
ceffary  Supplies,  and  cannot  therefore  come  properly  before 
us  in  this  Committee.  I  do  not  at  all  queltion  but  there  are 
mdiViy  Jine-cure  Polls  in  this  Kingdom,  as  well  as  in  every 
other,  and  many  ufeiefs  or  extravagant  Salaries.  Some  of 
them  might  perhaps  be  abolifhed ;  but  I  doubt  much  if  it 
will  ever  be  in  our  Power  to  abolifh  them  rdl,  and  therefore 
I  am  afraid  the  Saving  in  that  Way, upon  thelevereil  Scrutiny, 
would  not  amount  to  near  the  Sum  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
fuppofes.  However,  let  it  amount  to  what  it  will,  it  canna: 
be  made  a  Provifion  for  the  Supplies  of  the  next  enfuing 
Year;  becaufe  if  we  v,'ere  immediately  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee for  enquiring  into  tliat  Affair,  we  cannot  luppofe  tlia: 
Committee  would  be  able  to  go  through  the  Bulincis  in  thi. 
Seflion,  nay,  I  doubt  much  if  they  \vou;d  be  able  to  maki 
even  a  partial  Report;  and  as  ma.ny  of  thofe  Polls,  I  b"- 
Vol.  IV.  S  f  f  lir-.i 
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jinno  lo.  Geo^  Heve  mofl:  of  the  ufelefs  ones,  are  held  fur  Life,  and  are  a 
iI.i-''6-7.  ^^^^  °f  Free-hold,  we  could  not  at  once,  and  without  any 
Confideration,  turn  the  prefent  PofTefibrs  out  of  their  Free- 
hold;  therefore,  from  iuch  an  Enquiry  the  Nation  could 
not  expeft  any  great  immediate  Advantage  ;  at  lealt,  not 
Iuch  a  great  and  immediate  Advantage,  as  would  be  fuffici- 
cnt  for  making  good  the  Deficiency  in  the  Supplies  for  the 
licxt  enfuing  Year. 

'  J  hope,  Sir,  I  have  faid  enough  for  convincing  every 
Gentleman,  that  the  Method  now  under  our  Confideration, 
for  making  good  the  Supplies  of  this  next  enfuing  Year, 
\vil!  in  all  Probability  be  fufficient  for  the  End  propoled  ; 
and  that  of  all  the  Metliods  that  have  been  propoied,  or  fo 
much  as  liinted  at,  it  is  the  leall  burdenfome,  and  the  leall 
liable  to  occafion  any  frcfh  Murmurs  among  the  People  ; 
therefore  it  is  certainly  the  Method  v;e  ought  to  chufe.  It 
is,  indeed,  in  my  Opinion,  the  only  Method  we  have  to 
chufe;  for,  I  think,  1  have  lliewn,  that  the  other  two  Me- 
thods that  have  been  mentioned,  are  both  impradicable  ; 
and  as  I  join  in  that  which  feeins  to  be  the  general  Opini- 
on, that  the  Supplies  we  have  already  voted  ought  to  be 
made  good,  I  think  T  am  both  in  Honour  and  Confcience 
bound  to  give  my  Afient  to  the  Propofition  now  before  us, 
becauf;;  ic  is  the  only  Method  we  can  chufe  for  doing 
that  wiiich  every  Gentleman  acknowledges  ought  to  be  done.' 

I'his  is  the  Subllance  of  the  feveral  Debates  which  hap- 
pcned  in  this  Affair  relating  to  Sweets ;  in  which  thofe  wlio 
were  for  the  Duty  got  the  better  upon  every  Divifion, 
except  one,  whicli  was  in  relation  to  that  Claufe  in  tiie 
Eill,  whereby  it  is  provided,  that  nothing  in  that  AQ  contain- 
ed fhould  extend,  or  be  conibued  to  extend,  to  charge  with 
any  Duty  fuch  Wine  as  the  Owners  or  Occupiers  of  Bri- 
tlJJj  Vineyards  fliculd  make  from  the  Juice  of  the  Grapes 
only  growing  thereon  ;  for  the  Adding  of  any  fuch  Claufe, 
to  exempt  fuch  Liquors  from  the  Duty  on  Sweets,  was 
cppofed  by  moit  of  the  Gentlemen  who  were  Favourers 
of  the  Duty  and  Eiil ;  however,  upon  a  Divifion  it  was 
carried  againft  them,  and  the  Claule,  as  it  now  Hands, 
was  accordingly  infertcd  in  the  Bill. 

On  Monday,  May  i6th.  A  Bill  entitled,"  An  Aft  to 
dilable  Alexander  Wiljon,  Efq;  from  taking,  hold- 
ing, or  enjoying  any  Office  or  Place  of  Magillracy  in  the 
City  of  Edinburgh,  or  elfevvhere  in  Great  Britain,  and  for 
iri)piifoning  the  inid  jile>.ander  Wiljon,  and  for  abolifliirg 
the  Guard  kept  up  in  tiic  faid  C;ty,  commonly  called  the 
'I'ovvn  Guard,  and  for  taking  away  the  Gates  of  the  l^e- 
tler-Eovj  j'art  of  the  find  City,  and  keeping  open  the 
fan.c."  '  '  'l^hc 
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The  Title  of  the  Bill  being  read,  amo  ^io^Gw.  u, 

James  Oglethorpe,  Efq;   oppofed  the  receiving  the  Bill  at  \_  — ,—   j 
all :  Becaufe  he  was  of  Opinion  that  *  the  Houfe  of  Lords  J'lmes  Ogkthorpe, 
would  refufe  to   receive  from  that  Houfe  any  Bill  of  Pains    '^ 
and  Penalties,  which  might    afFeft  any  Member  of  their 
Houfe:  And   that   if  fuch   a   Precedent  was   fet,  as  that  a 
Houfe  of  Peers  for  every  Offence  committed,  or  fuppofed  to 
be  committed  by  a  Commoner,  might  fend  down  a  Bill  of 
Pains  and  Penalties  to  be  paffed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  Independency  of  the  Commons  muft  be  utterly  broken.' 

Sir  John  Barnard.  *  Suppofe  the  Bill  which  is  fent  down  sir  John  Bam  jrj; 
had  enabled,  that  among  other  Pains  and  Penalties  the  City 
of  Edinburgh  Ihould  from  henceforth  ceafe  to  be  a  City  or 
Corporation.  Could  any  Gentleman,  after  the  pafling  fuch 
a  Bill,  have  kept  his  Seat  in  this  Houfe  as  Member  for  that 
City  or  Corporation  ?  Sir,  he  muft  have  ceafed  to  be  a 
Member,  as  foon  as  the  Corporation  he  reprefented  ceafed  to 
be  a  Corporation  :  And  fhall  we  ever  receive  a  Bill  from  the 
other  Houfe  for  turning  one  of  our  own  Members  out  of 
Doors  ?  This  Houfe  ought  to  (hew  as  much  Refpeft  for 
their  Conftituents,  from  whom  they  derive  their  Right  of 
fitting  here,  as  they  would  do  to  their  Reprefentatives  them- 
felves.  If  any  Preference  is  due,  it  is  due  to  that  Body  from 
vhom  they  derive  their  Right  of  fitting  in  this  Place  ;  for 
while  they  are  judging  one  of  their  own  Members,  they  are 
judging  of  their  own  Privileges ;  but  while  they  are  judging 
of  their  Conftituent's  Rights  or  Properties,  they  are  judging 
of  what  is  not  their  own,  but  what  they  have  only  in  Truft ; 
and  of  which  they  therefore  ought  to  be  more  tender. 

Duncan  Forbes,  Efq;  *  ♦  It  would  found  very  ill,  that  a  o^"""  f orb">  e'^- 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  which  there  are  but  Forty 
five  Reprefentatives  for  Scotland,  fhould  receive  fuch  a  Bill : 
Edinburgh  is  now  a  City  of  Great  Britain,  nay,  the  fecond 
City.  And  I  appeal  to  the  Gentlemen  who  reprefent  the 
Cities  and  Boroughs  of  England,  to  know  in  what  Manner 
they  would  treat  a  Bill  inflifting  fuch  Pains  and  Penalties  u- 
pon  any  of  the  Cities  which  they  reprefent.  They  are  in 
Honour  obliged  to  proteft  the  Commons  of  Scotland  as 
much  as  the  Commons  of  England  ;  becaufe  the  Scots  trufted 
to  their  Honour,  when  they  united  with  them  upon  the 
Terms  they  did.  They  are  in  Prudence  obliged  to  protedl 
the  Privileges  of  every  Borough  of  Scotland  as  much  as  the 
Privileges  of  any  Borough  of  England  ;  becaufe  no  Incroach- 
S  f  f  2  ment 
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Anno,  fa  Gee.  II.  tticnt  can  be  made,  no  Injury  done  to  the  one,  but  what 
1  '^^^I'  ,,  may  be  made  a  Precedent  for  doing  the  fame  to  the  other : 
(Ui  L~""  If  tj^gy  allow  the  other  Houfe  to  incroach  upon  the  Privi- 
leges of  the  Commons  of  Scotland,  it  will  be  a  Precedent 
for  their  incroaching  upon  the  Commons  of  England.  If 
they  accept  of  this  Bill,  if  they  give  it  a  Reading,  I  Hiall 
foon  cxpeift  to  fee  a  Bill  brought  them  from  the  other  Houfe, 
for  turning  fome  of  their  Members  out  of  Doors.' 

»,  ,„.,,,    V  Sir  William  Yonge.     '  The  other  Houfe  has  a  Power  of 

iu\s>JllmYm^.  gnq^jjring.  When  they  begun  the  Exercife  of  that  Power, 
they  found  it  neceffary  to  go  a  Step  farther,  and  to  punifli 
as  well  as  enquire,  which  they  could  do  no  otherwife  than 
by  the  Bill  now  before  us.  As  this  is  their  only  Aim,  as 
it  is  an  Aim  which  cannot  but  be  approved,  I  hope  this 
Houfe  will  not  be  too  jealous  of  its  Privileges  on  fuch  an 
Occafion  ;  for  even  tho'  it  were  indifputable  that  the  other 
Houfe  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  in- 
fiifting  Pains  and  Penalties  upon  any  City  or  Borough  of 
Great  Britain,  yet  in  a  Cafe  where  no  Incroachment  is 
intended,  and  which  may  fo  greatly  contribute  to  the  do- 
meftic  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the  Kingdom,  It  is  abfolutely 
jiecefTary  for  both  Houfcs,  not  to  be  over-fcrupulous  ia 
Point  of  Privilege.' 

*•  „  1.    ,„  ,   ,        Sir  Robert  Walpole.     *  It  was  very  natural  for  the  other 

Sir  Robert  Walpole.  __      .  -t  ,.„.•',  ^       , 

Houfe  to  enter  upOn  this  jbnquiry,  becanie  there  is  ge- 
nerally a  Kind  of  Ceffation  of  Bufinefs  in  that  Houfe, 
during  the  firft  three  or  four  Weeks  of  the  Seffion,  which 
are  generally  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  taken  up  in  fettling 
the  Supplies  for  the  current  Services  of  the  Government. 
I  am  as  jealous  of  the  Rights  of  this  Houfe,  as  any  Gentle- 
man here  ;  but  I  think  too  fcrupulous  a  Jealoufy  may  at 
this  Time  be  attended  with  the  word  of  Confequences.  As 
to  what  my  Honourable  and  Learned  Friend  behind  me 
mentioned,  about  the  Tendernefs  we  ought  to  fhew  to  the 
Corporations  and  Boroughs  we  reprefent,  efpeciaily  thofe 
of  Scotland  ;  I  think,  Sir,  our  going  upon  this  Bill  is  the 
greateft  Mark  of  Tendernefs  wg  can  fliew.  It  is  in  order 
to  punifli,  in  a  more  examplary  Manner,  a  Pradlice,  that 
has  been  but  too  much  encouraged  of  late  ;  a  Pradice, 
that  if  not  fupprefled,  muft  deftroy  the  Right  of  all  Cor- 
por-itions,  and  perhaps  abolifh  the  Privileges  of  this  Houfe, 
aiid  the  very  Form  of  our  Conftitution.  The  other 
Houfe  having  catered  upon  this  Enquiry,  has  brought  the 
Bili  cc  '''.ich  a  Forwardneh,  that  perhaps  it  may  come  Time 
encuph  to  prevent  the  Confequences  before  it  is  too  late  ; 
theiCiOic,  I   thinkj  we  are  rather  obliged  to  the  Care  and 
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Concern  they  have  taken  in  this  Affair,  and  I  hope  Gentle-  Jnno  vo.Geo' 
men  will  no:  oppofe  the  Bill,  without  better  Reafons  than  H.  1736-7. 
any  th  .:  have  yet  appeared.'  1    •*■  -    -^ 

Sir  William  Windham.  '  I  am  very  ferry  that  what  the  Sir  William 
Honourable  Gentleman  who  /poke  lalt  has  iaid    is  but  too  Windham. 
true.     The  firil  Part  of  our  Seffion   is  commonly  fpent  in 
granting  Money  to  the  Crown  ;  but  formerly  it  was  other- 
wife;  and  if  this  Houfe  had  taken  Example  by  their  An- 
celtors,  inilead  of  voting  a  Supply  the  2d  or  3d  Day  of  the 
Seffion,  ilicy  would  have  voted  an  Enquiry  into  thoie   Riots 
and  iumuits,   which  of  late  hsve  been  fo  frequent  and  fo 
general  dll  over   che  Kingdom  ;  for  the  People  never  grow 
tumultuous  without  fome  Caufe,  and  'tis  very  prob'able  the 
late  Iumuits   have  proceeded  from  fome   Abufes  or  iome 
Grievances   which   they  ought  to  enquire  into.     The  beft 
Way  of  judging  of  Men's  Intentions  is  by  their  Adlions ; 
and  as  the  Biil  brought  from  the  other  Houfe  is  certain '.y, 
as  we  think,  an  Incroachment  upon  the  Privileges  of  this 
Houie,    the  I'ureft  and  fafeft  Way  cf  judging  is,  to  fuppofe 
an  Incroachment  was  intended.    lncro:'.chments  have  always 
been  maue  at   the  moft  fivourab^e  Jundures  ;  and  if  ever 
the  other  Houie  {hould   endeavour  to   incroach  upon  this, 
they  will  always   take    Occafion  to  do  it,    with  refped  to 
Bills  which  feem  abloiutely  neceflary;  fo  that  if  we  made 
the  Expediency,  or  even  the   Neceffity   of  a  Bill,    a  good 
Reaion  for  fubmitting  to  an  Incroachment,  we  fhould  very 
foon  have  no  Privileges  left.     As  this  Houfe  is  the  Grand 
Inqueft  of  the  Nation,  it  is  their  proper  Bufinefs  to  enquire 
into  all  public  Abufes,    efpecially  where  any  of  their  own 
^Members  are  concerned ;  and  if  the  other  Houfe  does  upoa 
any  Occafion  take  upon  them  to  enquire  into  any  fuch  pub- 
lic  Abufe,  they  ought  to  proceed  no  further  ;  they  might 
then  at  a  Conference  communicate  to  that  Houfe  the  Dif- 
coveries  they  had  made,  and  leave  it  to  that  Hou.'e  to  pro- 
ceed by  Impeachment,  or  by  a  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties ; 
which    the  other  Houie  might   have  done  in  the   prefent 
Cafe  ;  and  their   not   having  done  fo  feems  to  fhew,  they 
had  an  Intention  to  take  Advantage  of  that  favourable  Op- 
portunity for  making  a  little  Incroachment  upon  a  Privi- 
lege, which  they  knew   would  have  otherwife  been  llrenu- 
oufly  contelled.      Whether  or  no  there  is   a  Neceffity  for 
punilhing  the  City,  or  any  of  the  Magiftrates  of  Edinburgh, 
cannot  appear  to  us  now,    and    therefore  cannot  be  an  Ar- 
gument of  the  leafl:  Weight    in   this   Debate  ;  but  fuppofe 
there   is  fuch   a   Neceffity,    there   is    no    Neceffity   of    the 
Scllion's  breaking  up  at  a  certain  Day.     We  may  go  upon 
an   Enquiry  immediately  ;  the  WitncfTes  arc  all  in  Town  ; 

thefe 
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,J"j!!)Xo.  Geo.  tnefe  Witneile?  may  foon  be  examined;  and  upon  that  Exa- 
>I,i7V5-7  n.ir.r.tion,  we  may  order  a  new  Bill  to  be  brought  in,  if  we 
V^^/'Y'^^  faw  Caufe;  and  that  new  Bill  may  pals  through  both 
Houies  long  before  it  will  be  abfolutely  neceflary  to  put  an 
End  to  the  Seffion  :  Therefore,  I  fee  no  Inconvenience  that 
can  enfue  from  not  receiving  the  Bill  now  brought  from 
the  other  Houfe ;  and  for  that  Reafon  cannot  agree  to  its 
beinf^  read  a  hrll  Time.' 

The  Bill  however  was   read  a  firft  Time,   and  upon  a 

p,,^..;.;  /,;,:;_/.  Motion  for  reading  it  a  fecond  Time,  Patrick  Lindfay,  Efc[; 

lay,  E''q\  Member  for  Edinhurgh,  fpoke  as  follows. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

Sir, 
'  The  Concern  which  I  have  in  this  Bill,  as  it  afFedls  the' 
Rights,  the  Privileges,  and  Franchifes  of  the  City  which 
1  have  the  Honour  to  rcprefent  in  this  Houfe,  as  well  as  it 
afFefts  perfonally  him  who  has  now  the  Honour  to  be  the 
Chief  Magilirate  of  that  City  ;  this  Concern,  I  fay.  Sir, 
will  (I  hope)  plead  my  Excufe  to  this  Honourable  Houfe, 
for  prefuming  to  take  upon  me,  Sir,  to  fubmit  to  your  Con- 
iideration,  my  Senfe  of  this  Bill,  and  of  the  EfFeds  of  it, 
fnould  it  pafs  into  a  Law.  Sir,  That  cruel,  barbarous  and 
inhuman  Murder,  that  moft  outragious  and  atrocious  Riot, 
which  was  committed  at  Edinburgh  the  7th  oi  September  lail, 
muii  afFed  every  Perfon  of  Humanity  with  Horror  :  And 
as  ic  was.  Sir,  a  trampling  upon  all  Civil  Governments, 
and  a  bold  and  manifelt  Violation  of  the  Laws,  and  a  direft 
Jniuk  upon  the  legal  Authority,  it  cannot  fail  to  raife 
Cjcntlemen's  Indignation,  and  to  roufe  the  Refentment  of 
every  true  Briton  to  do  Jurtice  to  the  Public,  by  purfuing 
any  Meafure  that  may  be  moil  likely  to  punifh  io  bbck 
a  Crime,  a  Crime  fo  dangerous  to  civil  Society,  and  to  ' 
bring  the  execrable  and  deiperate  Authors  of  it  to  condign 

Punifhment But,  Sir,  I    hope    Gentlemen's    Zeal    tor 

Juliice  will  not  fo  far  blind  their  Underlianding,  as  to  allow 
themfelves  to  be  diverted  frcn  the  Purfuit  ot  Juflice,  and 
to  be  milled  from  the  right  Scent  by  falling  upon  the  Inno- 
cent, and  there  to  allow  the  Guiltv  to  elcape  and  to  pafs 
unheeded.  —  hy  whom,  Sir,  was  this  bloody  Murder,  this 
outrageous  Riot  committed.?  By  a  Mob,  Sir;  a  Mob  com- 
pofed,  as  Mcbs  commonly  are,  cf  the  lowelt  Clals  of  the 
People,  l)y  Perfons  of  diflblute  and  bad  Lives,  and  of  worfe 
Manners  ;  Perfons  who  defpifc  the  OfHce  of  Magiliracy,and 
hate  the  Perfons  of  Magiftrates,  becaule  Magiltrates  punifh 
and  controul  their  Crimes,  and  reilrain  them  from  Ads  of 
Violence,  and  from  committing  Diforders;  Perfons  who  are 
prone  to  do  Mifchief,   and  when  they  can  do  it  with  hope? 
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of  Impunity,  rarely  fail  to  infult  and  abufe  the  Perfons  of  jinno  lo.  Geo. 
Magiltrates-—— And  who.   Sir,    are  by  this  Bill  to  be  pu-    II.  1726-7. 
nifhed    for  this  Riot?    Thofe  who  committed   the  Infult  ?    •  /"sy'^s^t 

No,  Sir  ;    by  this  Bill  thofe    who    were  infulted  are  to  be    ^  ^"^ 

punifhed.     Is  the  Infolence  of  the   Multitude  to  be  repreft 

by  this  Bill  ?    No,  Sir;   the  Hands  of  the  Civil  Alagiltrate 

are  to  be  weakened  by  this   Bill.     In  a  free  Country,   Sir, 

the  Civil  Magiitrate  only  can  fupprefs  and   prevent   Riots 

and  Diforders :  And  how  ?  By  punifhing  of  Rioters  and  dif- 

orderly  Perfons.     And  if  the  Hands  of  the  Civil  Magiilrate 

are  not  itrengthened,  the  Office  of  Magillracy  mull  become 

ufelefs. Sir,  I  have  obferved,    fince   I   came  lafi  to  this 

Place,  that  a  very  odd  Notion  lias  prevailed  here,  and  with 
great  Grief  and  Concern,  Sir,  I  find  this  Notion  to  be  ge- 
neral, that  Perfons  cf  all  Ranks,  (in  that  Country  where 
that  abominable  Crime  was  committed)  favour  this  foul,  this 
black,  this  moif  detellable  Crime  ;  than  which.  Sir,  nothing 
is  more  unjuil,  nothing  more  falle  and  untrue,  I  therefore 
beg  Leave  to  explain  this  a  little. — The  Mobs  in  that  part 
of  the  Kingdom,  Sir,  refemble  very  mucli  the  Mobs  liere  ; 
they  are  compofed  here  as  v/el!  as  there  (and  1  believe 
every  where)  of  fuch  Perfons  as  I  have  juft  now  defcribcd 
to  you  ;  but  there  is  one  Difference  betwixt  the  Mobs  ia 
that  Country  and  your  Mobs  here,  and  that  is,  however 
wicked  the  Mobs  in  that  Country  may  be,  yet  they  are  not 
fo  abandoned  as  to  do  Mifchief  with  their  Kycs  open.  Bar, 
Sir,  the  lowefl  Clafs  of  People  in  that  Country  have  ge- 
nerally fpeaking  a  Turn  to  Enthufiafm,  and  fo  Ifrong  is  the 
Influence,  fuch  is  the  Force  of  Delufioi;,  that  tliey  can 
work  themfelves  up  to  a  hrm  Perfuafion  and  thorough  Be- 
lief that  any  Mifchief  they  are  to  do  is  not  only  lawful  but 
laudable  ;  that  it  is  their  Duty  to  do  it,  and  from  a  reli- 
gious Principle,  to  do  it  at  any  rifquc,  even  at  the  rik]ue  of 
their  Lives. 

'  Hence  it  is.  Sir,  that  Riots  and  Diforders  are  lefs  fre- 
quent in  that  Country  than  here,  and  when  Mobs  do  rife 
there,  they  are  more  determined,  and  ton.iequcntly  uioie 
dangerous. 

•  The  unthinking  ?vfultitude.  Sir,  are  but  too  much  en- 
couraged in  this  by  the  Clergy;  for,  Sir,  wlieii  the  Clergy 
are  like  to  be  defeated  or  aiiacpointcd  in  any  particular 
View  of  difpofing  of  any  Kcc!efi.illical  Bcr-t-fice  and  Prtict- 
ment  as  they  have  a  Mind,  becaulc  the  I^aw  hands  in  tlicir 
way,  they  abuie  the  unwary  Pc(;plc,  Sir,  and  Ipirit  thcni  up 
to  defpife  anddihjbcy  tlie  Law,  by  ihi;  (Jaiii:;cious  Doi^tiinc, 
too  often  inculcat'jd— upor,  fucli  O^-caficn-^.  tl at  Jmh  a  LcrM 
?j  Iniquitj — fjlabl'tfud  ij  J-.r.:. 

*  This 
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Amio  ro.  Geo.  *  This'dangerous  Do£lrine,  this  feditious  Pradllce,  in  open- 
II.  ly^S-j.  ly  and  publicly  maintaining  it,  cannot  be  charged,  Sir, 
^^/"Vr'Vv  upon  the  Church  of  Scot/an^,  or  upon  the  Cletgy  of  that 
Country  in  general.  They,  Sir,  by  much  the  major  Part  of 
them,  are  good  Men  as  well  as  good  Chriftians,  Men 
of  found  Principles  in  their  Lives,  and  in  their  Pradice, 
b'anielei's  ;  Men  who  think,  as  every  Gentleman  of  this 
Hou!e  does,  Sir,  that  the  Laws  of  every  Country  ought  to 
be  obey'd,  as  the  fole  and  only  Rule  of  Government  in 
every  Country ;  but  this  feditious  Dodlrine  is  preached  up 
by  thofe  wild,  hot  headed,  violent  High  Church  Clergy, 
who  are  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  any  Power,  unlefs  they 
pofTefs  all  Power  ;  and  by  them  only.  Yes,  Sir,  I  am  for- 
ry  to  fay  it,  we  have  High  church  Prefbyterians,  who  have 
higher  Notions  of  Clerical  Power,  than  any  Proteftant 
Clergy  whatever  ;  fome  there  are.  Sir,  who  affert  and 
maintain  an  ab{olute  Independency  on  the  Civil  Power.— 
Sir,  the  dangerous  EfFedl  of  Doflrines  of  this  Kind  is,  that 
when  Men  are  taught  and  brought  to  believe,  that  any  Law 
whatever  in  Iniquity  eftablifhed  by  Law,  and  while  it  re- 
mains in  Force  under  the  Sanftion  of  the  Legiflature  it  may 
neverthelefs  be  difobey'd,  and  the  Civil  Magiftrate  refilled 
in  the  Execution  of  it,  Men  of  weak  Underllanding  and 
flrong  Paffions  will  eafily  deceive  themfelves,  and  look 
upon  every  Law  that  interferes  with  their  Paffions  to  bs 
Iniquity  ;  efpecially,  Sir,  if  they  have,  as  all  weak  People 
commonly  have,  a  good  Opinion  of  themfelves  and  of 
their  own  fuperior  Sandtity  and  Holinefs. 

*  Now,  Sir,  I  mult  beg  Leave  to  explain  the  Source  of 
thefe  late  Diforders,  that  have  given  fo  much  Trouble  to 
the  Legiflature. 

♦  The  pernicious  Pradlice  of  Smuggling  prejudicial  to 
the  fair  Trader,  and  fo  hurtful  to  the  common  and  general 
Good  of  the  Nation,  has  prevailed  but  too  much  in  that 
Country,  Sir,  as  well  as  in  this.  Whoever,  Sir,  may  be 
the  Importers  and  Proprietors  of  Run  Goods,  it  is  moll 
certain,  that  the  loweft  Clafs  of  Men,  the  Dregs  of  the 
People,  thofe  Perions  who  compofe  Mobs,  are  the  Perfons 
employ'd  in  the  running  of  thefe  Goods,  and  they  get  fo 
ir.uch  more.  Sir,  by  this  illicit  Trade,  than  they  can  by 
honeft  Labour,  that  they  negleft  their  Labour  fjr  the 
Sake  ot  :his  vile  and  deftrudive  Trade. 

'  As  this  lowelt  Herd  of  Mankind,  Sir,  have  been  taught 
that  one  Law  is  Iniquity,  they  have  caught  themfelves  that 
fome  other  Laws  are  fo  too ;  if  one  may  judge  of  their 
Principles  by  their  Pradlice,  all  your  Revenue  Laws  itand 
in  an  unfavourable  Light  with  them.  Sir.* 

'  Every 
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*  Every  Gentleman,  Sir,  has  heard  of  the  Execution  of  Jnno  lo.  Geo. 
that  noted  Smuggler  Andre^w  Wiljon,  whence  all  this  Mis-  \\.  1736  7. 
chief  has  flowed.  That  deluded  Man,  Sir,  maintained  to 
the  Hour  of  his  Death,  that  he  was  moft  unjuftly  condem- 
ned, and  died  with  great  Tranquillity  ;  fo  firm,  fo  fixed 
was  he  in  the  Belief  of  his  own  Innocence ;  he  maintained 
this,  Sir,  in  a  Debate  with  one  of  the  Rev.  Minifters  of 
Edinburgh,  and  a  very  able  Clergyman  he  is.  When  this 
Minilter,  Sir,  was  endeavouring  to  underceive  him,  and  bring 
him  to  a  Senfe  of  his  Guilt  of  the  Crime  for  which  he  was 
condemned,  he  admitted  that  he  had  taken  Money  from 
aColledlor  of  the  Revenue  by  Violence  ;  that  he  did  it  becaufe 
he  knew  no  other  way  of  coming  at  it ;  that  the  Officers 
of  the  Revenue  had  by  their  Praftice  taught  him  this  was 
lawful,  for  they  had  often  feized  and  carryed  off  his  Goods 
by  Violence,  and  {o  long  as  they  had  Goods  of  his  of 
greater  Value  in  their  Hands  than  all  the  Money  he  took 
from  them,  they  were  lUU  in  his  Debt,  and  he  had  done  no 
Wrong. 

*  I  am  afraid,  Sir,  this  Martyr  to  this  new  heretical  Sed 
of  Smuggling  was  too  much  favoured  by  the  milled  and 
unwary  Multitude ;  too  many  of  them  thought,  as  he  him- 
felf  did.  Sir,  that  he  was  unjuftly  condemned,  and  every  one 
who  firmly  believed  this  would,  no  doubt,  think  it  his  Duty 
to  fave  and  to  refcue  this  innocent  Perfon  (as  they  thought 
him)  from  the  Rigour  of  Law ;  and.  Sir,  if  the  Magidrates 
of  Edinburgh  had  not  taken  extraordinary  Precautions  to 
put  this  Sentence  in  Execution,  he,  this  Wilfon,  Sir,  would 
very  probably  have  been  refcued  by  the  Multitude. — But, 
Sir,  when  they  faw  themfelves  difappointed,  no  fooner  was 
this  Execution  over,  than  they  began  to  wreck  their  Malice 
upon  that  Guard  which  had,  upon  many  other  Occafions 
as  well  as  that,  fuppreft  their  Diforders,  and  rei'rained  theif 
guilty  Hands  from  doing  of  Mifchief,  and  committing  of 
real  not  imaginary  Iniquity;  upon  that  Guard,  Sir,  vvliich 

is  to  be  abolifhed  by  this  Bill.  Upon  this  Occafion, 

Sir,  the  unhappy  Perfon  who  then  commanded  the  Guard, 
did,  from  an  Apprehenfion  1  fuppofe  that  he  might  be  over- 
powered by  the  great  Crowds  of  People  then  affembled,  de- 
fend himielf  and  his  Men  by  their  Fire  Arms,  whereby  fe- 
veral  of  the  Multitude  were  killed  and  wounded :  And 
what  were  the  Eficds  of  this,  Sir  ?  — •  The  Perions  who 
were  then  killed  and  wounded  were  of  that  Clals  of  People 
who  commonly  attend  fuch  melancholy  Spetilacles,  Sir, 
that  is,  of  the  lowefl  Clafs.  The  Mob,  Sir,  from  thai 
Moment  began  to  murmur,  from  an  Apprehenfion,  thi:  be- 
caufe no  Perfon  ot    Rank  and  Condition  had  been  killed, 

\'oL,    1\'.  T  t  t  thtre- 
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y^n;/5 10.  Gro.  therefore  would  this  barbarous  Murderer  (as  tlicy  called 
11.  17^6-7.  him)  efcape  from  Juliice  by  the  Favour  of  Perfons  of  Con- 
dition. And  in  this,  Sir,  they  were  not  miltaken,  for  — 
No  fooncr  was  this  unhappy  Perlbn  condemned  by  Law, 
Sir,  than  Numbers  of  Perfons  of  Condition  fet  a  Petition  on 
foot  to  intercede  with  her  Majeity  (then  Guardian  of  the 
Realm)  for  Mercy;  they  did  this,  Sir,  not  fo  much  out  of 
Tendernefs  to  this  Man,  that  they  thought  his  Cafe  hard, 
as  from  another  Motive,  a  Motive  of  a  public  Nature  ; 
and  that  was.  Sir,  Ihould  this  Sentence  have  taken  Effect, 
the  Mob  would  become  more  infolent,  when  they  found 
that  the  Civil  Magiilrate,  or  other  Perfons  acting  under 
his  Authority,  were  in  no  better  Cafe  than  they  who  re- 
filfcd  the  Civil  Magiilrate  in  the  Execution  of  the  Law  ;  but 
if  by  this  Man's  Pardon,  if  by  the  Interpoiition  of  Mercy 
from  the  Crown,  they  were  convinced,  that  every  Perfon 
who  aded  by  Law,  to  put  the  Liws  in  Execution,  afted 
fafely,  and  that  every  Perfon  that  acled  otherwile  did  it 
with  a  Rope  about  his  Neck,  that  would  cfFeclually  fup- 
prefs  the  Infolence  of  tlie  Multitude,  and  force  Obedience 
to  the  Law,  even  from  thofe  bafe  Minds  who  by  Force  alona 

are  to  be  driven   into  a   Senfe  cf  their  Duty. Who 

then.  Sir,  of  that  Country  approves  of  that  wicked  Mur- 
der and  Riot.?  The  Mob  only,  Sir,  by  whom  it  was  com- 
mitted ;  Perlons  who  have  no  Property,  and  therefore  are 
fond  of  Diforder-s  becaufe  they  can  lofe  nothing  by  Dif- 
orders,  and  if  they  can  efcape  Corporal  Punifliment,  are  of-* 
ten  Gamers  by  public  Calamity  and  Diforder, 

'  This  then,  Sir,  appears  plainly  to  be  a  Difpute  betwixt 
the  People  of  Scotlatid,  (by  whom.  Sir,  I  mean  every  Man 
of  Property,  every  Freeman,  every  Man  who  may  fuffer 
by  the  Subverllonof  the  Laws,  and  by  the  Lofs  cf  Liberty) 
and  whom,  Sir?  The  Canalzie,  the  Dregs  of  the  People  of 
Scotia?id,  that  Clafs  who  are  anciently  cali'd  by  your  Law, 
Villains;  that  ignorant  Herd  of  Bigots,  who  are  always 
mifled  by  crafty  and  ill-defigning  Clergymen  ;  for  Men  of 
Senfe  and  Knowledge,  Sir,  have  a  much  furer  and  abetter 
Guide,  that  is,  right  Realbn,  that  eternal  and  unerring 
Rule. 

*  Sir,  It  is  a  great  Misfortune  to  that  Country  where  this 
bloody  Tragedy  was  nded,  that  many  Gentlemen  who  hear 
me  are  io  much  Strangers  to  it.  Strangers  to  its  Laws  and 
Cuftonis,  Strangers  to  the  Manners  and  Tempers  of  the 
People,  Strangers  to  thefe  different  Ways  of  thinking  of  the 
People  cf  Knowledge  and  Condition,  from  the  Principles  of 
the  inferior  Multitude,  which  J  have  now.  Sir,  been  endea- 
vouring to  explain  to  ycu,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  pre* 
fent  Cafe.  ♦  There- 
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'  Therefore,  Sir,  if  it  is  the  Senfe  of  the  Houfe  to  pro-  ^fi;io  lo.  Geo. 
ceed  upon  this  Bill,  the  Confideration  of  it  requires  the  11. 17167. 
greater  Attention,  the  Intereil  of  Eng/aad  makes  it  necef- 
fary  ;  'tis  an  Affair  of  the  utmoft  Coni'equence  to  the  Liberty 
of  the  Subjed,  and  as  it  ought,  it  will  no  doubt  be  treated 
as  fuch,  for  the  United  Kingdom  is  greatly  interelted  in  the 
Manner  of  determining  of  this  Bill,  as  well  as  in  the  Fate 
cf  it. 

«  Sir,  While  the  two  Nations  remained  in  a  State  of  In- 
dependency, thofe  frequent  Wars,  which  are  but  too  com- 
mon betwixt  neighbouring  Nations,  begot  mutual  Fears> 
mutual  Jealoufies  and  Dillrufts,  national  Hatred,  and  na- 
tional Averfions :  But  as  the  Caufe  of  thefe  national  Feuds 
and  Enmities  moil  happily  ceafed  by  the  Union  of  the 
Crowns,  I  hope.  Sir,  the  Effeft  alfo  ceafed  with  the  Caufe. 

• From   that   happy  Period,  Sir,   both   Nations   were 

embark'd  upon  the  fame  Bottom  ;  the  Honour  and  Intereft 
of  both  became  the  common  and  infeperable  Caufe  of  both  ; 
the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  one  could  not  be  hurt  without 
affedling  the  other  ;  and  I  think,  Sir,  the  Subjedls  of  both 
Nations  became  very  foon  fenfible  of  this,  that  by  that 
happy  Accident  they  were  reduced  from  a  State  of  Enmity 
to  a  State  of  perpetual  Fricnddiip  ;  and  I  think  we  may 
obferve  from  Experience,  that  thofe  national  Prejudices 
and  Diilrufts  began  very  foon  to  .abate  :  Even  fo  early.  Sir, 
as  the  unhappy  Civil  War  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
which  broke  oat  within  lefs  than  40  Years  after  the  Union 
of  the  Crowns.  May  we  not  obferve,  Sir,  the  Subjeds  of 
both  Nations,  who  were  of  the  fame  Sentiments  and  Opi- 
nions with  regard  to  the  Caufes  of -that  unhappy  War, 
making  and  entering  into  Alliances  and  Confederacies  with 
one  another  againft  the  Subjedts  of  both  Nations  who  were 
of  contrary  Sentiments  ?  Was  not  that  War  carried  on  by 
Scotjmen  and  Englijhmen  againft  EngliJ}ymen  and  Scotfmen 
without  the  leaft  national  Diftinftion,  or  national  Diftruft  ? 
They  were  even  at  that  time,  Sir,  perfedlly  fenfible,  that 
the  Liberties  of  any  one  of  the  Nations  could  not  be  fubver- 
ted  vvithout  deftroying  the  Liberties  of  the  whole,  and  that 
the  whole  could  not  be  prcferved  unlefs  the  Liberty  of  every 
Part  of  the  whole  was  preferved  and  fecured  upon  the  fame 
Tooting. 

*  The  fame  Thing  appeared.  Sir,  at  the  late  happy  Re- 
volution :  Were  not  the  Subjects  of  both  Nations  equally 
forward,  equally  zealous  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  a  Caufi: 
infeparably  common  to  both  ?  And  did  not  a  few  of  both 
Nations,  without  Diftindion,  adhere  to  what  they  called 
the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  the  indefeafible  Right 
T  t  t  2  of 
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Jnno  xo.Geo.o^    the    unhappy    and    unfortunate  Prince   then  upon  the 

11.  i':':^6-''.    Throne?  But  now,  Sir,  we  are  in  a  Situation  very  different 

ly^-y'-i^i  from  that  ;    we  are  now.  Sir,  by  an    incorporating   Union 

become  one  and    the  fame    People,  bound   and   cemented 

together    by   all  the  Ties    that  bind  Individuals    in  civil 

Society. 

<  The  reprefentative  Body  of  the  People  of  Scotland  did, 
upon  that  Occafion,  Sir,  exprefs  an  abfoUue  Trull  and  Con- 
fidence in  this  Nation  of  England ;  no  Security,  no  Guaran- 
tee whatever,  was  on  their  Part  required  for  the  Performance 
of  the  feveral  Articles  and  Conditions  rtipulated  by  that 
Treaty  in  our  Favour,  other  than  the  Faith  of  a  Britijh  Par- 
liament. In  this,  Sir,  they  adled  mod  wifely  ;  for  what 
Security,  what  Force,  what  Power,  what  Conilitutiou  could 
have  been  contriv'd,  that  could  have  proved  fo  abfolute, 
fo  real,  and  fo  efFeftual  a  Security,  as  the  Faith,  the  Juflice, 
the  Honour,  the  Candour  of  an  Englifh  Parliament;  I  fay 
an  Englilli  Parliament,  Sir ;  for  in  a  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  the  Reprefentatives  of  that  Part  of  the  United 
Kingdoms  do  not  make  up  the  tenth  Part  of  either 
Houfe. 

*  We  had,  Sir,  the  Experience  of  Ages  to  induce  us  to 
follow  fo  wife  a  Courfe  ;  the  Legiflaturc  of  England  had 
always  afted  wifely,  never  like  arbitrary  Governments  from 
Caprice  or  Humour,  but  riad  always  lleadily  purfued  the 
real  Interells  of  the  Nation  of  jE'/y/^aW  with  great  Judgment, 
great  Sagacity  and  Forecaft  ;  and  we.  Sir,  were  fenfible  that 
our  Interefls  were  the  fame  with  yours,  that  fo  long  as  you 
minded  your  own  Interefts,  ours  muft  be  fafe  in  your  Hands. 
Then,  Sir,  however  weak  and  ignorant  People  may  think 
or  adl,  People  who  are  weak  enough  to  be  mifled  by  national 
Prejudices,  yet  the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation  will  always  a6l 
uniformly,  always  a<El  wifely.' 

'  I  know,  Sir,  'tis  the  Way  of  fpeaking  without  Doors 
among  fuch  weak  and  foolifh  People,  that  the  Legiflature 
may  be  unconcerned  and  indifferent  as  to  any  public  Meafure 
as  to  Scotland;  that 'tis  a  Matter  of  no  Moment  how,  or  in 
what  Manner  any  public  Law  affeds  that  Country  ;  whether 
thefe  People  are  diffatisiied  or  not,  fhould  they  be  ever  fo 
much  difpleafed,  ever  fo  much  angry,  it  is  of  no  Confe- 
quence  ;  fhould  they  even  take  it  into  their  Heads  to  mutiny 
and  to  rife  in  Rebellion,  it  fignifies  nothing,  for  we  have 
always  as  many  Troops  quartered  amonglt  ihem  as  are 
fufHcient  to  conquer  them. 

'  This  is  eafily  faid.  Sir,  and  I  admit  it  might  be  as 
eafily  done  too  ;  but  becaufe  fuch  a  Thing  might  be  done, 
would  fuch  a  Meafure  be  jufl,  would  it  be  a  wile  Meafure  ? 

Sir, 
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Sir,  fo  foolifh  and  fo  foul  a  Deed  as  this  vyould  be  falfely  Anno  lo. Geo. 
called  Conqueft  ;  it  would  be  an  Aft  of  Treachery,  it  II.  1726-7. 
would  be  Treafon,  Sir,  Treafon  of  the  blackell  Kind ! 
Treafon  againft  the  People !  If  any  Perfon  of  Condition 
was  to  talk  thus,  fhould  the  greateft  Perfon  of  the  Nation 
infinuate  fuchaThingby  way  of  Advice,  this  Houfe  would 
take  Notice  of  it.  Sir;  this  Houfe  would  impeach  fuch  a 
Perfon  as  an  Enemy  to  the  Public,  as  a  moft  dangerous 
public  Enemy  ;  and  give  me  Leave  to  fay.  Sir,  that  if  ever 
the  Legiflature  fhould  be  fo  blind  to  its  own  Interelt,  fo 
falfe  to  the  Trufl  repofed  in  them  by  the  People,  as  to  al- 
low fuch  a  Ufe  to  made  as  this  of  thofe  Forces,  which 
are  maintained  by  the  People,  for  the  Prefervation  of  their 
Liberty,  the  fame  Number  that  could  conquer  Scotland, 
could  with  much  greater  Facility  conquer  Eiigland. 

'  Such  Conquelf  s  as  thefe,  Sir,  are  eafily  made  ;  very  little 
Skill  would  be  required  in  the  General  that  would  make 
fo  glorious  a  Conqueft  ;  Treachery,  Treachery  alone  is 
the  only  Qualification  neceffary  for  the  Executioner  of 
fuch  a  Projed  :  But  would  the  Conqueft  be  as  eafily  main- 
tained as  made  ?  No,  Sir. 

*  It  is  a  common  Saying,  Sir,  That  OpprelTion  makes 
all  Men  of  one  Mind.  In  that  Event,  Sir,  ten  Times 
the  Number  of  Forces  that  made  this  Conqueft,  and  per- 
haps made  it  with  Eafe  too,  would  prove  too  few  to  main- 
tain it. 

*  Every  Gentleman,  who  is  the  leaft  acquainted  with 
Hiflory,  knows  what  Miracles  Oppreflion  hath  work'd 
upon  the  OpprefTed.  Do  not  the  States  of  Holland  owe 
their  Being  to  OpprefTion  ?  Do  not  the  S^vifs  Cantons  owe 
their  Freedom  and  Independency  to  OpprefTion  ?  Does  not 
Portugal  owe  its  Independency  to  the  indifcreet  and  op- 
prelTive  Meafures  of  the  Court  of  Spain  F  But  I  beg  Leave, 
Sir,  to  bring  one  Inflance  nearer  home. 

*  The  Cambrian  Gauls  were  reduced  by  force  of  Arms. 
As  the  Conqueft  of  this  powerful  Country  was  once  de- 
termined by  the  Fate  of  one  Battle  at  Hafttngs,  fo  they.  Sir, 
after  the  Lofs  of  a  Battle,  were  obliged  (as  you  did)  to  fub- 
mit  to  Neceffity.  This  Conqueft  was  eafily  made;  but  was 
it  as  eafily  maintained  r  No,  Sir;  every  one  knows  what 
Blood  and  Treafure  it  coft  you  to  keep  this  Province  in 
Subjedion;  and  fo  fenfible  were  your  Ancellors  of  this, 
that  after  the  Experience  of  near  three  Centuries,  Sir,  fuch 
was  their  Wifdom,  that  they  of  their  own  accord,  and  a 
wife  Meafure  it  was.  Sir  !  I  fay,  of  their  own  accord, 
made  that  brave  and  invincible  People  a  free  People ;  and 
how.  Sir  ?  By  admitting  them  to  fhare  as  the  Legiflature 

in 
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yfr.Tto  \c.Geo.  in  tVn  Houfe,  by  making  them  one   and   the  fame  People 
I!.r7-;6-7.     nationally   with    yourfelves,   and    removing,  as    far  in  you 

ivfNr-s,^,  ].iy,  all  National  Diilindlions,  that  there  (hould  be  no  more 
Difference  betwixt  an  Englijh  and  a  IVelJh  Man  thnn  there 
now  is  betwixt  an  antient  Briton,  a  Roman,  a  Saxon,  an 
Angle,  a  'J ute,  a  Dane,  or  a  Norman. 

'  Is  it  then  to  be  imagined,  Sir,  that  the  Legiflature  of 
Great  Britain  could  be  capable  of  fuch  Indifcretion,  as  to 
deiboy,  or  in  the  lealt  to  impair  and  abate,  that  Harmony 
between  the  two  United  Nations,  upon  which  the  Happi- 
nefs  of  both  fo  much  depends  ?  That  you,  Sir,  could  by 
any  unequal  Dealing,  or  partial  Procedure,  force  that  an- 
tient and  invincible  Nation,  that  free  and  independent 
Nation,  who,  of  their  own  accord,  freely,  without  the  leaft 
Reftraint  or  Neceffity,  trufted  themfelves  abfolutely  to  your 
Faith,  after  both  Nations  had  from  an  Experience  of 
lOO  Years,  from  a  juft  Senfe  of  their  true  and  real  In- 
tereRs,  come  to  an  abfolute  and  determined  Refolution  to 
become  abfolutely  and  entirely  one  and  the  fame  People  ! 
That  you,  Sir,  who  are  the  fole  and  only  Guarantees  of 
this  Treaty,  fliould  force  this  Nation  from  this  State  of 
Fricndfhip,  a  Friendfhip  fecured  by  every  Tye  that  can 
bind  Friends!  That  you,  I  fay.  Sir,  ftiould  force  them  back 
again  into  a  State  of  Enmity  !  That  you  fhould,  contrary 
to  all  common  Senfe  and  common  Honelly,  betray  this 
great  Trull,  and  by  Acls  of  Severity  and  Oppreflion,  drive 
this  Nation  into  a  State  of  Slavery  !  This,  Sir,  is  abfolutely 
impoiTiblefo  long  as  Mankind  are  pofieit  of  Common  Senfe 
in  the  fmallell  Degree  ;  for  no  Argument  is  necellary.  Sir, 
to  convince  you,  that  if  ever  any  Part,  efpecially  fo  great 
and  confiderable  a  Part  of  this  United  Kingdom,  is  reduced 
to  a  State  of  Slavery,  the  whole  mult  foon  undergo  the 
fame  Fate.  We  are  now  too  clofely  united,  not  only 
bound  but  cemented  together,  by  too  many  and  too  ftrong 
Tyes  to  be  ever  feparated,  without  tearing  cut  the  Vitals 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  rending  it  into  Pieces.  In  all 
Events,  both  mull  (bare  the  fame  Fate,  both  mud  be  free, 
or  both  mull  be  Slaves.  A  free  State,  Sir,  knows  no 
Mailer  but  the  Law  j  Freemen  are  governed  by  Law,  and 
by  Law  only  ;  Slaves  are  governed  not  by  Law  but  by 
Arbitrary  Ruie,  by  Adts  of  Violence,  and  by  Military 
Force;  and  whoever  is  Mailer  of  that  Force,  muil  be 
A'lailer  of  all.  \i  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  mult 
fubmit  to  Slavery,  all  and  every  part  muil  iubmit  to 
Slavery,  for  no  Propofition  is  more  obvious  and  felf-evident 
than  this,  that  in  a  National  Senfe,  Scotland  is  as  much  a 
Part    of    England  as    the    Counties    oi  Kent  or   Cornnvall 

are; 
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are;  and  this  County  o^ Middle/ex^  and  every  Part  of  Eng.  Anno  lo.  Gea. 
iandh  as  much  a  Part  of  Scot/and  as  the  County  of  Edin-  II.  1736-7. 
burgh  is :  That  the  Interefts  of  all  and  of  every  Part  of  y^y^f-s^ 
Great  Britain  are  fo  abfolutely  and  fo  entirely  the  fame, 
that  no  one  Part  can  be  hurt  without  affedling  the  whole, 
no  more  than  the  natural  Body  can  be  hurt  or  maim'd  in 
any  of  its  Members  without  feeling  Pain  ;  and  therefore. 
Sir,  every  Part  of  the  Whole  muft  be  equally  the  Care  of 
the  Legiflature  :  And  if  this  be  fo  —  then.  Sir,  this  Bill 
mult  ftand  or  fall  by  its  own  Merits.  It  will  be  try'd  by  this 
Houfe,  Sir,  with  the  utmoft  Impartiality,  and  with  the 
ftriftelt  Regard  to  Jufticc. — It  will  be  confidered  by  this 
Houfe,  Sir,  as  if  this  unhappy  Diforder  had  been  com- 
mitted in  the  City  of  London,  in  York,  Brljlol,  or  any  other 
Corporation  in  England;  and  I  fubmit  it  to  Gentlemen's 
Confideration,  how  they,  efpeciaily  they  who  reprefent 
Cities  and  Burghs,  how  they,  I  fay,  like  Bills  of  this  kind. 
• — Becaufe  a  Disorder  and  a  Crime  has  been  committed, 
and  becaufe  the  Criminals  have  efcaped  and  iled  from 
Juitice,  therefore  the  Magiftrates  of  that  City  or  Burgh 
are  to  be  punifhed  by  Bill,  and  the  Corporation  itfelf  fuffer 
in  its  Rights  and  Franchiles,  and  be  deprived  of  its  Privi- 
leges. 1  have  already  hinted  at  the  iirit  Attempt  that  was 
made  upon  the  Liberties  of  this  Ifland  :  Gentlemen  will  ob- 
ferve  where  that  firft  Attempt  was  made,  and  where  it 
pointed,  and  they  may  thank  their  Anceilors  of  that  Ge- 
neration, who  had  Sagacity  and  Forecail  enough  to  forcfee 
where  it  muft  end,  and  forefaw  it  before  it  was  too  late. 
Principiis  obfta  is  a  good  Maxim, —  I  am  not  Lawyer 
enough.  Sir,  to  form  any  Opinion  of  Bills  of  this  Nature, 
but  one  part  of  the  Procedure  in  another  Place,  in  order  to 
found  this  Bill,  appears  to  me  to  be  fomewhat  dangerous  to 
the  Privileges  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that 
is,  Sir,  —  the  Magil^rates  of  Edinburgh  are  ordered  to  ra- 
tend  at  the  Bar  of  another  Houfe  on  a  certain  Day,  they 
appear,  but  we  are  not  told  whether  they  are  ordered  to 
attend  as  Evidences  to  give  Information,  or  as  Perlons  ac- 
cufed  of  any  thing.  No,  Sir  ;  they  are  direftly  put  upon 
Oath,  and  feverally  examined,  diredl  Quellions  put,  and 
diredl  and  categorical  Anl'wers  infilled  upon,  under  no  iefs 
Penalty  than  Contempt.  They  are  not  toid.  Sir,  youi" 
Anfwer  to  this  or  to  that  Oj-i'.'Hion  may  aficdl  your/elf 
penally,  and  therefore  you  arc  at  Freedom  to  anfvvcr  it  or 
not;  and  ntvertiielel!:.  Sir,  upon  tliofe  Ai.fv.'ers  is  the  f'iil 
founded. — I  lay.  Sir,  I  fhall  not  prttend  ro  form  any  Opi- 
rion  of  Bills  of  thtf  kind  in  xwy  prclcnt  v/ay  oF  thir.Ic- 
ing,  Sir,  every  ^itaie  muil  have  a  i'ower  io  lave  n't-f',  tiiat 
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Anno  10.  Geo.  tlie  whole  Legiflature  may  ufe  any  Method  whatever  to  fave 
II.  i-?^6-7.  the  Public;  but  I  have  always  underftood  that  Proceedings 
iv->ii"VJ  by  Bills,  fuch  as  this,  were  always  conlid«r'das  Remedies  in 
Cafes  of  extreme  Neceffity,  and  in  fuch  only.  Therefore 
the  firlt  Queftion  before  you,  Sir,  is,  Whether  this  be  a 
Cafe  of  that  kind.—  I  am  fenfible.  Sir,  I  cannot  now  enter 
upon  the  Merits  of  this  Bill,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
improper,  if  I  explain  to  the  Houfe,   Sir,   the  Occafion  of 

this  Bill. The  Report,   Sir,  that   the  Mob  would  make 

an  Attempt  to  commit  this  Crime  was  pretty  univerfal, 
and  that  this  Attempt  was  to  be  made  upon  the  Day  ap- 
pointed for  this  unhappy  Man's  Execution,  unlefs  he  was 
executed  at  the  ufual  Hour  according  to  his  Sentence. 
Agreeable  to  this  Intelligence  the  Magilfrates  of  Edinbnrgh 
ufed  Precautions,  and  proper  Precautions  they  were,  Sir, 
to  prevent  this  Mifchief;  but  the  Mob,  Sir,  they  were  like- 
wife  ienfible  that  their  wicked  Purpofe  might  reach  the 
Ears  of  the  Magiflrates,  and  if  it  did.  Sir,  were  like- 
wife  fenfible,  from  fatal  and  dear-bought  Experience,  that 
the  Magiflrates  of  Edinbut-gh  had  always,  and  upon  all  for- 
mer Occafions,  by  the  means  of  this  City  Guard,  Sir, 
fuppreli  Mobs  and  Tumults,  and  punifhed  the  Authors  and 
Ringleaders  of  them  with  great  Severity,  ^y  all  that  can 
be  learned.  Sir,  (and  great  Pains  have  been  taken  to 
make  Difcovery)  I  fay,  Sir,  it  appears  by  the  Dif- 
coveries  that  have  been  made,  that  the  Mob  defpaired 
of  Succefs,  and  therefore.  Sir,  a  Number  of  the  molt  de- 
termined entered  into  a  Confpiracy,  and  bound  themfelves 
by  a  foiemn  Oath  to  execute  any  Purpofe  that  Ihould  be 
ngreed  on  by  the  Majority,  and  to  lofe  their  Lives  rather 
than  to  difcover  this  Secret,  or  to  difcover  one  another ; 
and  if  Gentlemen  knew  how  flrong  and  facred  a  Tye  an 
Oath  is  with  thefe  People,  they  would  not  be  furprized 
that  this  Secret  was  fo  well  kept. — There  is  no  direfi 
Proof  of  this,  Sir,  but  the  Prefumption  fiom  feveral  Cir- 
cumrtances  is  very  ftrong,  and  the  Event  makes  it  highly 
probable.  For  this  Attempt  to  furprize  and  difarm  the 
City  Guard,  upon  which  the  Succefs  of  their  whole  Schema 
depended,  was  executed  in  a  Moment,  upon  a  Signal,  and 
at  a  Time,  when  no  Magillrate  or  Citizen  of  Edinburgh 
had  the  leafl  Sufpicicn  of  it,  nor  indeed  any  other  Perfon, 
unlefs  thofe  who  were  in  the  Plot :  Thi=,  Sir,  plainly  ap 
pears  to  have  been  the  Cafe  ;  and  if  it  is  fo,  where  is  the 
Guilt  of  the  Magillrates  or  Citizens  of  Edinburgh?  —  All 
the  World  heard,  Sir,  of  Alifchiefs  that  vvere  th.'-eatened 
by  the  Mob  here,  when  the  Gin.Aflwas  to  take  place,  and 
agreeable  to  thefe  Reports,   Precautions  wers  taken  to  pre- 

vent 
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vent  thefe  Riots  and  Diiorders  that  were  threatened  ;  but  Anno  lo  Geo'. 
wher;,  S;ri  upon  Michcclmas  E've  only,  and  not  before.  II.  1736-7. 
Nuvv,  S"-,  fuppoie  a  P..  mber  of  this  Mob  had  ergaged  l/'V^^vJ 
khern^^  ives'iii  a  Plot,  atitl  kept  their  Secret,  and  had  the 
Night  Deibre  <.hefc  Precdutions  were  taken  committed  any 
outrngeous  and  criminal  Aft  of  Violence,  and  had  under 
the  Favour  of  the  Ni^-z-  ■■■u:.  o.-rr  Difguifes  of /Apparel  aU 
of  them  muvie  their  1:  :c;ipe,  wcuid  it  have  teen  thought 
necefiary  to  have  "biought  in  a  Bill  to  punifh  the  Aia- 
giftrates  a,  the  Cities  of  London  and  Wcftminjler?  Sir,  I 
think  this  ;j  precilely  the  Caft,  and  J  therefore  lubmit  it 
to  thf;  Houfe,  Sir,  if  there  is  the  Jeait  Foundatioi.  for  this 
Bill  ?  S.  oiild  this  Biil,  Sir,  pafs  into  a  Law,  the  Office  of 
Civil  M.igj  l!?,cy  would  become  fo  dangerous  that  no  wife 
Alan,  no  p-  udent  Man,  would  ever  accept  of  it  ;  and  if 
the  Magiftr,  .fs  of  this  City  have  been,  at  this  Period,  un- 
able t  ,  iiiprr-fs  a  Tumult,  when  they  had  Power  to  fupport 
thei.  Ai-r  ^  xy ,  how  can  they  preierve  the  Pe<ice  of  this 
populou;  ..iv,  when  that  Power  is  taken  from  them  ?— • 
This  Ci.y  Ciu.ird,  Sir,  is  a  Watch,  a  Watch  by  Day  as 
well  as  by  Night ;  it  is  a  Creature  of  the  Civil  Magiilrate, 
under  his  Diredion  only  ;  it  is  fjbjeft  to  no  Mutiny  Aft, 
but  governed  by  the  fame  i,iw,  that  other  Subjefts  arc, 
and  if  it  (hould  be  aboiifhcd,  what  would  be  the  Confe- 
quence  ?  If  this  Bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  Law,  this  ancient 
Cky,  this  Metropolis  of  one  of  the  United  Kingdoms,  muft 
either  be  reduced  to  a  State  of  Anarchy  and  Con'ufion,  to 
be  governed  by  the  licentious  ::nd  unruly  Multitude,  or, 
which  is  worfe.Sir,  it  muft  fubmit  to  a  Military  Govern- 
ment, and  fo  by  a  Side-Wind,  and  without  any  Delign,  you 
fhall  in  confequence  of  this  Bill  introduce  a  Praft  ce  that 
muit  very  foon  put  an  End  to  all  Liberty. —  For,  Sir,  when 
you  cannot  execute  the  Law,  nor  preierve  the  Peace  u'ith- 
out  Military  Force,  when  thofe  who  have  the  Direction  of 
that  Force  (hall  become  fenfible  that  they,  and  they  alone, 
can  execute  your  Laws,  they  will  foon  become  the  Makers 
as  well  as  the  Executioners  of  your  Laws,  as  once  hap- 
pened to  this  Nat;on  already, —  when  yi  ur  own  A:  my 
under  that  crafy  Traitor  Cron.iK-ell  ulurj  ed  the  \vho:e 
Power  of  the  Legiilnture,  and  of  the  Civil  MagiHr- re. 
Fcr  thefc  Rcafons,  Si:,  I  hope  you  will  prcceed  no  further 
upon  this  bill.' 

Thefe  and  the  for-' I'oing  Reafons    had   fuch  Weight  with 
the  Houfe,  that  tho"   .he  Bill  was  ordered  a  fccond  Reading, 
the  Houfe  agreed    upon  a   Motion  made  by  Sir  yohn  Bar-  ^,y    J-h^i 
^ard.  Bai  ^^,^ 

\0L.    IV.  I'  u  a  '  That 
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jirfn  I  o.  deo.       '  That  the  Lordi  be  dclired,  that  the  Grounds  upon  which 
jj  j„,^.^_     the   <nid  Bill   piccceded    in   thc;r   Houfe   maybe   ccmmu- 
rjicnted  to  the  lioute  cf  Commons  at  a  Conftrerce.' 

A/rty  18.  1  he  Lords  r.t  a  Conlcrence  delivered  to  the 
Mansgers  for  the  Houfe  cf  Commons,  an  Authentic 
Extrad  of  the  Proceedings  in  the  Trial  of  Captain  Jcl'n 
Portecus,  wherein  wa*  contained  the  Verdlfl  againft  the  faid 
Captain  Porieous,  the  SeKtence  cf  the  Lords  of  the  Julticiary 
of  5rc/'('<j«rt' againft  him,  and  the  Reprieve  of  the  laid  Cap- 
tain FortcGus  granted  by  her  Majelly  as  Guardian  of  the 
Realm.      As  a!fo 

A  Letter  from  Alexander  Wilfon,  Provod  of  Edinhurgh, 
to  Major  General  Moyle,  dated  Edinburgh,  Jprtl  13,  1736. 
Which  Authentic  Extract  and  Letter  were  biought  up  to 
the  Table,  and  the  Report  being  read,  it  was  ordered, 
»  That  Mr.  Atlcr?uy  Gcnetal,  and  Mr.  Sol/iiiior  Genevaly 
take  C'Tre  that  the  Evidence  for  the  ingro.Ted  Bill  ftoin  the 
Lords  (entitled  as  before  mentioned)  be  ready  to  be  pro- 
duced to  the  Houie  u;_!on  that  Day  Sevennigiit;  and  like- 
vvile,  that  Mr.  Attorney  General  appoint  Counfel  learned  in 
the  Law,  to  produce  and  manage  the  Evidence  at  the  Bar 
of  tlie  Houfe  upon  that  Day  Sevennigiit,  to  make  good 
the  Allegation  of  the  faid  Bill  ;  and  th.Tt  the  following 
Perfons  attend  the  Houfe  on  that  Dayv^tvennight,  'z.v'z. 
{h\  M:  jor  General  McyL\  (b)  Color  el  Dm  cure,  (c)  Ma- 
jor Poole-,  C':ptain  Bend:jb  ;  Lieutenant  y^'/t;;.  (d)  Major 
RoberfoK.  (t)  John  Din.  (f)  Mr.  John  Bailey,  (c)  Mr. 
Alexander  KJjlet.  [n)  Wv ,  Robert  Stev:a} t.  {i)  Mr.  George 
Irvine  i  Wr.  Thomas  I'oung.  (k)  Mr.  Rodeiie  Br:ixn.  (l) 
Mr.  Ch^ijlcpher  Chijfolm. 

On  Fridax  the  2Cth,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read  a  Petition  of  Alexander  IViljon,  Efq;  Lord  Provoft  of 
the  City  cf  Edinburgh,  averring  his  intire  Innocence  cf 
the  feveral  Matters  alledged  againll  him  in  the  Preamble 
of  a  Biih  then  depending  in  that  Houfe,  (entitled,  as  before 
mentioned)  and  therefore  praying  that  he  mif;ht  be  heard 
by  his  Ccunitl  againil  the  laid  Bill,  at  the  iecond  Reading 
thereof,  V,  hich  was  accordingly  ordered.    And  on  the  Fuefday 

■fol- 


(a)  Colon 1 1  of  the  Regiment  then  lying  in  the  Cannon-gate. 
(r)  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Ditto,  (c)  Officers  cf  Ditto,  (d) 
Fu/t  Mrfr  of  the  Cafile  f/  Edinburgh,  (e)  Fo-i^n  Clerk. 
{:)  A  ^lerchant.fnce  an  Oficer  in  the  Army,  (o)  A  Surgeon 
m  Kdinbure^h.  (m)  A  ^i-:c-n;akrr  there.  (1)  Magii'lraie- 
ihire.      /k;   Fuinh-y  of    the  Frijcn.      (Lj    ASwgeon, 
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following,  was  prefcntcd  to  the  Houfe, and  read,  A  Petition  A,;fio\o  Gc^. 

of  the  i\Jagiftrates  and  Town  Council  of  the  Ci;y  of  E<:/in-     Jj  ,--5,-, 

bur^h,  in  the  Name  of  thcmfelves,  and  Community  of  the 

fame,  fetting  forth    '  That  the  Petitioners  apprehended,  that 

if  the  Bill  tl'.en  depending  in  that  Houfe  (entitled,  as  before 

mentioned)  (hould  rafs  into  a  Law,  it  would  greatly  afFcCl, 

and  tend   to  deftroy,   the    Rights,    FranchiTes,    I'rivileges, 

and  Liberties  of  the  laid  City  of  Edinburgh',  and  therefore 

praying   that   the   Premifes   might   be   taken    into     Cond- 

deration,    and  that  the  Petitioners  might  be  heard  by  their 

Counfe!  aganll  fiich  Parts  of  the  laid  Bii!,  as  afll'iSed  the  fiiid 

City.    '  VVhich  was  accordingly  ordered.    And  then  Captain 

hind  and  Tvlr.    James  Allen    were  ordered    to  attend  that 

Houfe  next  Morning,  when  upon  reading  the  Order  of  tSe 

Day,  for  that  Bill's  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  it  wr.s  propoied 

to  put  cfF  the  fecond  Reading  of  it   for  a    Month.      But  a 

Motion  being  made  for  reading  it  a  fecond  Time  en  that 

Day  Se'nnight,  after  fome  Debate  the   Qiiefiion    was   put 

upon  the  Motion    for    reading    it   a   fecond  Time   on  that 

Day  Se'nnight,  which  upon  a  Dlvifion  was   cr.rried  in  the 

Aflirmative  by  14010   99  ;    after  which  the  feveral  Perfons 

who  were  ordered   to  attend  on    that    Day,  were    ordered 

tJ  attend  on  that  Day  Se'nnight. 

Accordingly,  on  \Vedneiday,  J'^^^  '>  the  Order  of  the 
Day  being  read,  the  Ccunfel  for  and  againfl  the  Bill  were 
called  in,  and  the  Bill  b^ing  read  a  fecond  Time,  the 
Hearing  of  Counfcl,  and  E:\amination  of  V/itnclTcs  begin, 
and  was  coniinu^d  all  that  Day,  all  Thurfday,  Friday,  Mon- 
day, 'Tue/day  and  IVtdneJda-)  following.      And, 

Mr.  hind.  Captain  of  the  City  Guard,  the  Night  of  the 
Riot,  declared,  '  That  en  Friday  before  he  waited  on  the 
Provoll,  and  finding  him  in  Company  with  Mr.  Lindfay, 
A'lember  for  the  Ci>y,  and  feveral  other  Magiltrates,  he 
called  him  afide,  and  acquainted  him  with  tne  Report  ; 
who  delired  the  fa  id  Captain  Lind,  to  repeat  the  fame 
I'hings  before  the  Company,  which  he  did,  and  they  were 
all  of  Opinion  there  was  no  Foundation  for  the  P^eport; 
however,  defircd  him  to  enquire  into  the  Grounds  cf  it: 
That  he  (Captain  Lind)  was  out  of  Town  till  the  Mo^idny 
Evening,  and  after  he  came  to  Town  heard  the  Report 
again;  and  rtpaircd  to  Muirhead\  QoSzt  llo'Ci^c,  to  tnllc 
with  the  Provolt,  and  fending  his  Name  in,  had  for  Anfwer, 
That  the  Pro-j'jJ}  ^jcas  biify,  but  that  he  vjould  be  in  the  Council 
Chamber  about  four  o'clock  ;  when  )ie  accordingly  went  to 
receive  his  Orders  for  next  Day,  but  had  none  for  pre- 
venting the  Riot.' 

One  Din,  und  one  Baily,  were   the   only  WitnefTes  who 
U  u  a  2  decla-red 
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.Y^vo  lo.  G«  ileclarec^  <  that  they  had  heard  fuch  a  Report,  and  that  they 
II.  17^6  7.    believed  it  Icng  before  the  Riot.' 

\,,y'\''^\j  Btturjoe'ing  fxaiv.jneu  about  a  ConverfacioH  he  had  with 
Din  on  the  Llonda,,  dcj!ared  *  th"t  Dhi  Ip  kt  to  him 
of  h  as  a  fooiifli  6tory,  ind  faid  that  lie  hirnklf  did  not 
te'ieve  it.* 

Sir  Jafties  CamphcU,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Lindfay^ 
Members  cf  the  Hou;j,  (Jecbred,  '  '.'.'hur  the  preH!'.:  Ivia- 
giitracv  (;o,;,d  not  c.^er  upon  their  Ofll.cs  w'X  he  {T>m) 
was  removed,  on  account  cf  the  Infimy  of  his  Character.' 

The  Eviaence  agair.lt  the  Bill  :'n^:uvc;v.red  10  prove, 
'That  altho' the  Rep;;it  went  of  fucii  >.  Oefign  for  feme 
Time  before,  yet  there  was  nobody  be]  ■.  cl  it  :  That  the 
Day  given  out  was  Wednefday,  the  D";  ■  i.  v/hich  Portcoas 
was  to  have  been  executed-  That  ■  n  Lo^  rrovoft  )ud 
thereupon  determined,  in  Council,  i  ut  the  v-hoU  t;  ree 
Companies  of  the  Town  Guaid  fiio:  •  '  v.'ouni  n-.7on  hat 
Day,  and  that  both  he  and  tho-  other  ?>  1:5 1  It  rate,  '  Ith  the 
Members  of  the  7own  Council,  fhciild  ; u  rcady  to  acct.nd 
with  the  Badges  of  their  refpectivc  Ofiices  ia  caeilT.g  the 
Mob.  fnould  any  happen.' 

li  was  on  the  other  Side  proved  '  :;.  1'.  there  was  no  Order 
given  for  th?t  V  •.:":r'(e.  to  the  Captain  of  the  Guard  upon 
the  Tue/day;  neitnc  was  there  any  .iimnnnitio:'  dilirib'.'ted, 
which  Precautions  had  been  uitd  Jt  thr  Time'  of  H'.':3h\ 
Execution  ;  and  that  i:  appeared  tln-re  was  noc  a  F''  ik  of 
Powder,  nor  a  Pound  cf  Shot  amcnglt  a:l  the  Town  Guard. 
To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  if  the  Provoll  hai  nisde  ^ny 
fuch  Preparations  before  the  Riot,  it  would  havv;  been  the 
readiell  Way  to  have  created  one;  -hut  if  the  Guard 
wanted  Ammunition,  it  was  their  Captain's  ftsalt,  becaufe 
he  alway.%  when  his  Men  wanted  Ammuuition,  got  an  Or^ 
der  from  the  Treafurer,  empowering  the  Store  keeper  to 
deliver  out  what  was  necefuiry  for  that  Purpoi'e.'  TcuJig,  the 
Ireafurer's,  and  HiJIop,  the  Store  keeper's  Evidence  con- 
iirmed  this. 

It  was  then  objedled  to  the  Provoll,  •  That  there  were  two 
Ways,  by  which  Porteous  might  have  been  fecured  from 
the  A'lob.  The  firil  was,  to  have  fent  him  to  the  Callle. 
The  other,  that  he  might  have  been  fent  to  the  Cannon- 
gate  Tolbooth.  In  Aniwer  to  this  it  was  faid,  tlwt  the 
t^entence  pronounced  on  Partecus  by  the  Lords  Juftuciary 
run,  '  That  he  fhould  be  fenc  back  to  the  Tolbooth 
cf  Edinburgh,  there  to  remain  till  the  Execution  of  the 
Sentence';  and  that  it  was  not  in  the  Provolt's  Power  to 
have  fent  him  to  the  CalUe,  there  being  no  Inftance  of  fuch 
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a  Power's  having  been  exerted   fince  the   Union,  and   th?it  ^mo  i O.Geo, 
even  before  the  Union,  it  could  only  have  been  done  by  a    11. 1736-7. 
Warrant  from    the  Privy    Council   of  Scotland ;  and  as  for   \^^^''y''\^ 
fending  him  to  the  Cannongate,  he  had  as  little  Pcwef,  be- 
caufe  tae  Cannongate  was  a  Regality,  and  governed  by  its 
own  Magiilrates.* 

A  ^cotijh  Clergyman,  Mr.  Yates,  declared,  <  That  being 
appointed  to  preach  in  the  Church  where  Porteous  was  al- 
lowed to  hear  a  Sermon  on  the  Sunday  before  his  Murder, 
he  afterwards  waited  on  Porteous,  and  took  occafion  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  Report  he  had  heard,  defiting  him 
at  the  fame  Time  to  take  Care  whom  he  admitted  inro  his 
Room.'  Mr.  Yates  added,  '  That  Porteous  flighted  his  Im- 
Jormation,  and  faid,  Were  he  once  at  Liberty,  he  nvas  fo  Utile 
apprehenfi--vc  of  the  People,  that  he  ivould  not  fear  to  tvalk 
at  the  Cro/s  of  Edinburgh,  ^with  only  his  Cane  in  his  Hand 
as  tfual. 

But  the  mofl  material  Evidence  againfl;  the  Provoft,  was 
the  aforefiid  Baik^^,  who  infiltcd  that  he  heard  it  in  every 
Company,  that  the  Defign  was  to  be  put  in  Execution  on 
the  Tuefday,  and  that  he  drank  with  feveral  who  had  openly 
approved  of  it.  To  which  it  was  anfwered.  That  if  Bailey 
kept  fuch  Company,  there  was  little  Strefs  to  be  laid  on 
his  Evidence;  especially  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  affirm 
that  he  had  ever  acquainted  the  Provoft  either  with  the 
Report,  or  the  Perfon's  Name  who  approved  the  Defign. 

As  to  what  pafTed  during  the  Time  of  the  Riot,  Cap- 
tain Lind  faid,  '  That  being  informed  that  the  Mob  was  ga- 
thering, he  went  to  Clark's  'i'avem  ;  where  the  Provofl  was 
drinking  with  Mr.  Bur,  and  other  Officers  of  his  iVlajelty's 
Ship  the  Dread  nought,  then  Itationed  in  the  Road  of  Leith, 
and  upon  acquainting  him  with  the  Danger,  the  Provofl 
defired  him  to  go  immediately  back,  and  draw  cut  his 
Men,  and  that  he  would  inftantly  follow  him,  and  put 
himfelf  at  the  Head  of  the  Guard  to  face  the  Mob.  That 
he  accordingly  went  to  the  Guard,  but  found  that  the  Mob 
was  already  in  PofTeffion  of  the  Guard-houfe,  having  dif- 
armed  them,  and  that  they  were  dillributing  the  Arms  of 
the  Guard  out  at  the  Window  ;  whereupon  they  inftantly 
returned,  and  met  the  Provolt  coming  towards  the  Guard. 
That  they  immediately  relblved  to  fend  Mr.  Lindjay  to  Ge- 
neral Moyle,  who  went  accordingly  :  That  they  marched 
again  out  of  the  Tavern,  to  which  they  were  obliged  to 
retire,  to  quel  the  Mob  ;  and  after  a  fruiilefs  Attack  upon 
the  Mob,  in  which  fome  of  the  Provofl's  Company  were 
wounded,  they  were  beat  back  :  He  likewife  faid,  there 
were  but  ten  or  twelve  Men,  belides  the  Serjeant,  Corporal 
'  and 
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J>no  lo.  GVs.  ai'd  Drummer,  upon  Guard  that  Night,   there  being  eight 

li.  1736-7.     or   nine   in  Prilbn  on   account  of  Wilfo7L\  Execution,   and 

\^^'^'*\J  ^3    many   ab'.ent    either    with    or    without    J.cave.     That 

when  he  appeared   firll   to  the  Mob,  they  defired  him  to 

be  gone,  for  they  had  nothing  to  fay  to  him.' 

One  Hunter  dec'arei  in  a  very  diflinft  Manner,  '  That 
when  the  Mob  began  to  gather  at  the  "Nether-Bonx],  he  was 
coming  by  the  Guard,  and  told  the  Serjeant,  or  the  Sentry, 
The  Mob  ivas  gathered,  and  f,:emed  refol-ved  to  hwue  their 
Will,  and  bid  them  take  Care  of  thcmfel'ves.  That  Captain 
Lind,  in  the  mean  Time,  came  down  from  the  Provolf,  and 
that  he  neither  heard  nor  faw  him  give  any  Orders  to  the 
Guard,  only  when  he  law  the  Mob  gathered  towards  the 
Head  of  Black-friar  Wind,  he  clapt  his  Hand  to  his  Sword, 
and  cry'd,  God's  Mercy,  What's  that  ?  And  away  he  run  as 
fall  as  his  Feet  could  carry  him.' 

Sutler  land, \.\it  Serjeant,  faid,  '  That  when  the  Captain  was 
gone,  a  Fellow  with  a  blue  Cap  came  up  and  a&ed  the 
Sentry  what  it  was  o'Clocl'C  .'  This  it  feems  was  the  Sig- 
n.il  agreed  on  by  the  Confpirators  ;  for  in  a  Trice  the  fame 
fellow,  backed  by  ten  or  twelve  more,  beat  the  Sentry  on 
his  Back,  rulhed  in,  and  made  themielves  Mailers  of  the 
Guard  and  their  Arms,  being  followed  by  many  more. 
However,  it  appears  by  Lind\  Evidence,  that  they  were 
moderate  enough  in  the  Ufe  of  Power,  at  leail  at  that 
Junclure ;  for  when  he  came,  they  very  civilly  defired 
him  to  be  gone,  for  they  wanted  nothing  Vv'ith  him,  and 
warned  him  of  his  Danger  if  he  offered  to  refill. 

Sutherland,  the  Serjeant,  agreed  wi:h  Hunter  in  the  main, 
only  that  Hunter  %  Words  to  the  Sentiy  were,  *  'Me  Mob  is 
up,  I  advii'e  you  to  give  them  good  Words,  for  they  will 
have  their  VVill.  Fie  faid,  that  indeed  Captain  Lind  ds- 
iired  him  to  take  Care  of  the  Guard  ;  but  that  availed  little, 
for  not  one  of  the  Soldiers  would  have  minded  him  ;  nay, 
they  were  fo  intimidated  by  what  had  happened  to  thofe 
under  Porteoiu's  Command,  that  he  believed,  except  him- 
felf,  fcarce  nay  of  them  would  have  obey'd  the  Captain 
himfelf  had  he  llaid.  Yet  ail  agreed,  that  had  the  Captain 
been  preient  and  alTemb'ed  all  the  Soldiers,  who  for  the 
moll  Fart  lived  within  a  Stone's-throw  of  the  Guard-houfe, 
tiiey  might  have  eafily  prevented  the  Mob's  taking  Pof- 
fefuon  of  the  Guard-houle.  Tne  Captain  faid  in  his  De- 
fence, that  he  had  Orders  from  the  Provoif  to  return  the  iirft 
Time,  that  he  thoight  no  AleiTinger  fo  proper  as  himfelf.' 

It  w-.s  proved  by  the  Evidence  of  *  Mr,  Baird,  and 
feveral  others,  that    the  Magillrates  endeavour'd  to  raife  the 

Train'd- 
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Train'd  Ban<Js,  or  Militia  of  the  City;    for  which  Purpcfe  /^nno  10.  Geo. 
they  difpatch'd  one  Hali'ourton    tlieir  Commandant,  to  Mr.    jj_  \-i(^.n, 
Rolh,  at  whofe  Houfe  were  the  Books,  which  contained  the      v'^v^'VJ 
Names  and  Places  of  Abode  of  every  Captain  of  a  Compa- 
ny J  but  when  he  came  there  he  was  denied  Accefs  by  Mr. 
Rollo'i  Wife,  who  c'efir'd  him.  to  be  gone.     7'hey  then  pro- 
pos'd  to  ring  the  alarm  Bell,  but  found   the  Mob  had  taken 
the  Precaution  to  fecure  the  Tower  in  which  it  hangs. 

Hijlop  the  Store-keeper  and  feveral  others  prov'd,  «  that 
the  IV'Jagirtrates  next  fent  to  the  Magazine  for  ArniSj  snd 
that  the  Mob  had  likewife  fecured  that.' 

'  It  had  been  much  infilled  upon  by  the  Counfel  for  the 
Bin,  that  the  Proved  ought  to  have  put  a  Guard  of  Men 
in  the  Jufticiary  or  Tolbooth-Rocm,  which  are  it  feems  but 
a  fhort  Dillance  from  one  another,  but  it  appeared  by  all 
the  Evidence  that  in  the  Situation  Affairs  were  then  in  it 
was  quite  imprafticable. 

V/alker,  the  Town  Oflker,  whom  the  Mob  had  fo 
pelted  that  he  was  oblig'd  to  through  off  his  Livery-Coar, 
declar'd,  '  he  was  by  when  they  murder'd  him,  and  that  one 
more  forward  than  the  rcll;  was  check'd  by  the  others  and 
defired  to  wait  for  Orders  ;  that  he  thereupon  quitted  the 
end  of  the  Rope,  which  by  this  Time,  being  about  Portecui"^ 
Neck,  he  was  ready  to  have  hoi.'led  up,  and  went  about  to 
another,  who  very  compofedly  gave  liim  Orders,  and  that 
he  return'd  and  drew  the  Rope  up,  which  liang'd  Por- 
teous. 

It  farther  appeared  that  the  MagiRrates  were  all  tlris 
Time  getting  what  Information  they  could  by  fending  Peo- 
ple who  might  mix  in  the  Mob,  and  endeavour  to  know 
lome  of  their  Faces,  but  all  in  vain;  only  one  Man  re- 
turn'd, who  faid  he  knew  one  Perfon  there.  The  Magif- 
trates  defir'd  him  to  name  him,  which  it  feems  he  did,  and 
was  defir'd  to  be  in  Readinefs  to  give  in  what  Evidence  he 
could  againlt  him,  when  call'd  upon. 

Mr.  Liiidfay  {;ud,  '  That  he  return'd  about  five  in  the 
Morning,  and  with  feveral  who  had  been  wuh  the  Prcvolt 
all  Night,  went  to  the  Grafs-Market  where  tl.e  Body  of 
Porteous  yet  hung,  and  feveral  People,  to  the  Number  of 
twenty  or  thirty  as  they  thought  in  a  IjO'.ly,  ilantJing  about: 
Molt  of  the  Evidence  fcem'd  to  think  thole  were  fome 
of  the  Rioters,  and  laiti,  they  advi^'d  them  ;o  depart.  One 
was  iciz'd  upon,  but  bchdes  that  they  could  make  nothing 
of  him  ;  they  had  no  Priio:i  in  which  they  could  confine  him  ; 
fo  thought  it  the  moll  prudent  Method  todifniiis  hirr. :  For 
being  but  a  few  of  thcmieives,  and  the  Mob  feeming  rci'olure, 
they  hiid  no  Rcaiyn  to  doubt  but  thty   vvouid  fclc.;c  Jiim  ; 
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jinno  lo.  Geo.  and  perhaps,  as  they  had  coitimitted  fuch  Outrages  alreadr, 
11.  1736-7.  would  not  flick  a  greater.  The  King's  Council  laid  great 
ho'J  -cl'  this  Circuii.iiance  to  prove  the  Negligence  both  of 
the  Proved  and  ol"  the  Town,  but  It  was  oblierv'd  by  Mr. 
Murray,  Counfel  for  the  Provoll,  that  he  was  not  then  pre- 
fent,  conlequently  admitting  i;,  to  be  a  Negleft,not  anfwera- 
b!e  for  it. 

Mr.  Z/W/%).' farther  declar'd,  '  That  when  he  return'd  from 
Major-General  Moy/e^s,  the  Mob  was  pouring  in  vaft  Shoals 
out  of  the  Town  into  the  Country,  and  that  he  did  not  re- 
member any  one  Face  of  the  many  hundreds  he  met  with, 
tho'  he  had  liv'd  and  born  the  higheil  Offices  of  the  Ci;y 
for  feveral  Years.'  Another  of  the  Witneffesdeclar'd,  «  That 
being  at  Dalkeith,  aVillage  about  five  IVliles  from  Edinburgh^ 
10  or  I  2  Days  before  the  Riot,  he  there  heard  a  Report 
that  aConfpiracy  to  murder  Porteous,  if  repreiv'd,was  form'd 
by  the  Friends  of  one  Ballantine,  a  Youth  of  that  Town, 
who  went  thence  to  fee  Wiljon\  Execution,  and  was  one 
of  them  killed  by  Porteous,  but  that  no  Body  believ'd 
it. 

An  Afl  made  in  the  9th  of  Queen  Mary  of  Scotland, 
Anno^  1563,  by  which  it  was  enadled  that  all  Citizens  who 
afieirbled  to  fupprefs  any  Riot  within  the  Town  of  Editt' 
burgh,  without  Authority  from  the  Provoft,  incurred  the 
Pains  of  Death,  was  produced  and  admitted  an  Evidence. 
Another  A£l  oi  J atnes  11.  oi  Scotland,  Anm  145 1,  by 
which  no  Corporation  was  lyable  to  Punifhment;  for  the 
Provoil  or  any  of  the  Magiftrates  Fault  was  likewife  ad- 
mitted an  Evidence.  The  Articles  of  the  Union  were 
likewife  infifted  on,  by  which  the  Privileges  of  the 
Boroughs  are  to  remain  inviolable  ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton, 
Council  for  the  Town,  ofFer'd  in  Evidence  an  Extraft  of 
the  Minutes  and  Debates  of  the  Seffion  of  Parliament  in 
Scotland,  in  which  the  Articles  anent  the  Privileges  of 
Royal  Boroughs  is  fettled,  whereby  it  appears  that  upon  a 
Motion  made  to  fubmit  them  to  the  Alterations  of  a  Britijb 
Parliament,  a  Debate  arofe,  and  it  was  refolv'd  in  the  Nega- 
tive, but  this  was  rcfus'd  as  Evidence. 

It  was  prov'd  againit  the  City  thzt  Porteous  was  infultcd, 
going  to  his  Trial,  by  the  Mob  :  This  was  confirtn'd  by 
the  Teilimor,y  of  my  Lord  Advocate,  who  faid  he  believ'd, 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  Guard  he  wo-:  d  have  been  torn 
in  Pieces  between  the  Tolbooth  and  tJ.e  Jufliciary  Room, 
tho'  not  forty  Paces  diftance  from  ^.-;e  another.  The  Faft 
was  admitted,  but  Evidence  v/3:,  given  that  the  Mob,  who 
infuited  Porteous,  ha<d  no  Intcrcft  in  the  Corporation  who 
was   to  iufFcr   by  the  prefent  £jll,  being  either   the   loweit 
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Dregs  of  the  Inhabitants  or  People  from  the  Country  whofe  Anno  10.  Geo, 
Relations  had  been  kill'd  on  the  Day  oi  Wilfon%  Execution.      H.   1737. 
It  was  likewife  prov'd  that  almofl  all  they  who  were  kill'd  l>''>/*>wj 
were  People  from  the  Country. 

Mr.  Lindfay,  Mr,  Toung,  and  feveral  more  were  examined 
to  prove  the  Ufefulnefs  of  the  Town- guard,  particularly  in 
two  Refpefts, 'Z'/z.  That  of  extinguilhing  Fires  and  quelling 
former  Mobs.  It  was  plainly  made  out,  that  in  a  City  io 
populous,  and  fo  clofe  built,  where  40  or  50  Families  live 
under  one  Roof  as  in  Edinburgh,  it  would  be  impoflible  to 
quench  Fires,  or  to  prcferve  the  Goods  during  Fires  without 
fuch  an  armed  Force. 

My  Lord  Advocate,  and  Patrick  Lindfay,  were  aflted, 
when  upon  Examination,  whether,  if  the  Town-guard  had 
been  under  Arms  and  not  furprized,  they  did  believe  the 
Guard  would  have  been  able  to  have  quell'd  the  Mob;  they 
anfwer'd  they  did,  and  moll  of  the  Evidence  declar'd,  that 
they  believ'd,  had  the  Guard  been  properly  arm'd  and  com- 
manded, the  Rioters  would  not  have  attempted  what  they 
did. 

As  to  what  related  to  the  taking  away  theNether-BowGate, 
it  was  prov'd  unanimoufly  that  the  faid  Gate  was  of  abfolute 
Confequence  to  colledling  the  City  Revenue,  and  that  it 
prevented  Smuggling.  One  of  the  honourable  Gentlemen 
abovementioned  faid,  that  he  did  not  think  its  being  de- 
molifh'd  would  anfvver  the  Intentions  of  the  Bill,  becaufe 
it  was  eafy  for  a  fmall  Body  to  defend  the  Pafs,  where  it  was; 
built  againft  a  much  larger,  even  tho'  the  Gate  was  open. 
Several  Evidences  were  produced,  particularly  the  Adl  of 
Parliament  by  which  the  City  collefted  two  Pennys  Scots, 
upon  every  Scots  Pint  of  Ale  vended  within  the  Town,  to 
prove  the  Loyalty  of  the  Citizens  on  former  Occafions, 
efpecially  in  the  Year  171  5,  when  they  rais'd  fome  Com- 
panies, and  by  their  Zeal  and  Conduct  prevented  tne  fur- 
prizing  the  Caflle  by  the  Rebels. 

Mr.  Ir'vine,  the  Town  Clerk,  faid,  they  had  during 
that  Period,  and  upon  other  Occafions,  manifefted  the;r 
Loyalty  much  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Revenue,  which  is 
fcarce  able  to  defray  the  necefTary  Expence  of  their 
Town. 

Mr.  Toung  declar'd,  that  he  found  a  Bond  for  fome  hun- 
dreds of  Scots  Marks,  granted  by  the  City  of  Edinburgh  to 
one  IVightmafi,  who  was  obliged  to  advance  that  Money 
for  the  Payment  of  the  Miniiter's  Salary,  the  Revenue  of 
the  Town  having  been  fo  exhaufted  ;  and  ;tll  agreed  in  its 
hiving  the  moll  fmcere  Attachment  to  the  P.^otefUnt  Su^cef- 
fion  in  the  prefent  Royal  Famiiy. 

Vol.  lY.  X  x  x  '   V/e 
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/'tino  lo.  Q:o.      '  We  have  given  the  Sum  of  this  Examination,  becaufe 

J  J.  I  7  •'17.  without  that  the  Extracts  from  the  fol'owing  Speeches  would 
\/'~'-i^>,^'  not  be  intelligible  The  hcnriMgof  Counfel  for  and  ;igain(l 
the  Di'l  being  ended,  and  thcCcunfel  withdrawn,  Mr.  Speaker 
cpen'd  the  Bill,  whereupon  a  iMotion  was  made  by  Mr. 
/Attorney  Geneiftl  for  its  bci;ig  committed,  in  which  he  was 
jcconded  l;v  Mr.  Solicitor  Ge?:eral,  but  it  being  late,  the 
'Confidcraticn  of  the  faid  Motion  was  adjourn'd  till  next 
Morning,  being 

y-aue  the  grii,  v.-hen  th'-  fiid  Motion  wns  realFum'd  ;  upon 
wl^ich.  a  long  Dc'^-ite  arofe,  of  which  we  fhall  give  Extrafls. 
/>•''■■.    A''cf-r<f       i\!i'.  A  T'i  ORN£Y  General, 
Ccura!.        '  Sir, 

♦  The  Bill  now  before  us,  T  will  venture  to  fay  is  a 
Ei!l  that  at  this  Jundure  mufl  greatly  contribute  to  the 
I'eace  and  Tranquillity  of  tf.is  Nation,  I  am  forry  to  fay 
it,  but  it  is  too  vifib'e  that  the  Spirit  of  Difliiffedion  and 
.Riot  feems  to  have  been  gone  abroad  ;  and  if  a  timely  and 
?.n  tffc(flual  Stop  is  not  put  to  it  by  a  vigorous  Interpofition 
cf  the  Lcgiflaturc,  no  Ger.tlcman  can  take  it  upon  him  to 
iay  wliere  it  may  Hop  It  has  in  the  Chief  City  of  our 
i'art  of  the  United  Kingdom  already  left  but  too  melan- 
-ctioly  Proofs  of  its  fatal  Tendency;  and  how  foon  it 
may  comn;;!nicare  itfelf  to  the  other  I  tremble  to  imagine. 
'  The  otiicr  Ilou'e,  Sir,  by  the  feafonable  Enquiry  has, 
rdrcady  fot  us  the  Example,  in  wiiat  Manner  we  ought  to 
tre:u,  and  in  what  Manner  v/e  ought  topuniflifuch  unheard- 
of  Infoience  and  Barbarity,  as  the  Afcion  which  gave  Rife 
to  this  Bill.  J  hope.  Sir,  we  never  fhall  be  upbraided  with 
being  cold  in  feconding  their  Ztal  ;  I  hope.  Sir,  that  it 
never  fliall  be  laid  to  the  Cliarge  cf  a  Brltijh  Mcufe  of  Com- 
mons, that  't  has  been  remifs  in  puniilang  an  audacious  Tn- 
iliit  e.pon  ail  Law  and  iVIajefty,  while  the  Houie  cf  Peers  has 
apre^ireJ  zealous  and  forward  in  vindicating  both. 

'  'his  true  the  Charge  againil  the  Provofl:  and  Citizens 
of  Edinburgh  confilis  in  their  neglecting  to  prevent  die 
"i'amalt  before  i:  happened  ;  in  their  negleiling  to  fupprcf!! 
•it.  or  take  prv^per  Meafures  for  that  Purpofe  after  it  had 
■ii,ipnen'd,  and  in  their  negleding  to  difcover,  apprehend, 
ard  iccure  thoib  v,';;o  were  gaiity  of  that  audacious  Riot 
7.r,d  cruel  Murder.  But  this  Charge,  which  is  the  Foun- 
<ia::on  of  the  Biii,  is  not  to  bcconlider'd  as  Negligence  only  ; 
for  !':e  wi'.o  does  not  prevent  a  Crime  which  he  might  and 
ou:j.ht  to  have  prevented,  h;-,s  always  in  Law  been  locked 
upoii  as  fome  v.av  guilty  of  that  Aery  Crime,  tlierefore  if 
it  fliould  appear  that  the  Magiilrates  and  Citizens  of  Ecibi- 
^'"'L''  ir.ight  and  ciiglu  to  i-uve  oicvented  this  Tumult,   or 
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rithc  r  lnfuned.ior),   or  that  they  might  znd  ought  to  h.ivs  J,;,yo  jo  C-t, 

fupprefl'ed   it,  or  that  they  might  and    ought  to  have  nii-      li.i--, t. 

cover'd,    apprehended,  and  lecur'd  the  Rioters  and  Murder-    ,     '^">,    -vj 

ers.     If  it  fhoald  appear   that  tlicy  negledled    any  of  thcfe 

Alcafures  wiiich  were    obvious   for   accomplilliing   citlicr  of 

thofe    Ends,    the  Neg'ed   muft  then  he  look'd  on  as  a  fort 

of  wilful   Neglcdl,   arid  confequently  they  mult  be  look'd 

oa   as   guilty   in    fome    Meafure  of  ail  thoie  Crimes  which 

were  committed.     And   (o  every  Gentleman  who  conliders 

their  Cafe  in   this   Light,    the   Pur.ilhnient  propos'd  by  this 

Bill  mull  appear  merciful  as  well  as  mild.' 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  (cl   out  with  the  following  remark-  y!//-.   Sa'idto'- 
able  Jntrodudftion. 

S  I   R, 

•  1  have  the  Pleafure  to  obferve  that  every  one  who  has 
Occafion  to  fpeak  upon  this  Head,  expreill's  the  utmoft 
Detellacion  for  the  A6lors  of  whrit  was  not  only  an  Infult 
upon  Majeity  but  an  open  Rebellion  againll  fullice,  nay, 
againll  Mercy  itfelf.  It  has,  I  think,  been  univerfailv 
aliow'd,  that  it  is  out  of  the  Reach  cf  Common  Law,  to 
punifn  the  Neglcft  of  Duty  in  the  Provofl:  and  Citizens  cf 
Edinburgh,  it  being  attended  with  fome  peculiar  Circum- 
liances;  and  as  I  believe  every  Gentleman  of  this  Houfe 
is  of  Opinion,  that  fuch  a  Neglect  ought  to  be  puniflied, 
1  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  was  no  other  Meihod 
of  doing  it,  but  in  the  Method  that  has  been  taken.  The 
Objedion  that  feems  to  have  the  greatell  Weight  as  to  this 
Meth.cdij  the  Hardfliip  of  a  Man's  fuffering  by  an  Adl  ex 
fojl  falio.  But  the  fuppofing  any  fuch  Harditiip  is  to  quef- 
tion  the  Ju'lice  and  Wifdom  of  former  Parliaments,  who 
have  ever  proceeded  in  this  Manner  upon  Mifdemeanors 
which  were  cut  of  the  Reach  of  the  common  Forms  of 
Law.  Grcit  Pains  have  been  taken  to  find  a  Difference 
betwixt  the  Mifdemeanors  for  which  other  Cities  were 
punifhed  by  this  Houfe,  and  the  Behaviour  of  the  City  of 
Edinburgh,  in  the  late  Riot.  But,  Sir,  tho'  tv/o  Cafes  of  this 
Nature  cannot  be  parallel  to  each  other,  in  every  Circum- 
fiance,  every  Cafe  of  a  City  lofing  its  Privileges  jjy  the 
Ccnfure  of  Parliament,  amounts  to  a  Proof  that  tliere  have 
been  Precedents  of  this  Nature,  8  or  9  of  which  have  been 
produc'd  by  the  Gentleman  who  fpoke  againlt  the  Bill. 
]  am  far  from  ijclicving  that  the  Provcit  and  Magiltratcs 
of  Edinburgh  were  adlaally  aiding  to  the  Rioters  when  the 
unfortunate  Purteous  was  murdered  ;  for  if  they  had,  the 
Punilhment  wouid  have  been  much  more  fevere  than  what 
is  imply'd  in  the  prefcnt  Bill.  And  to  flicvv  that  I  am 
vviijing  to  allow  ail  that  can.  reafoniibiy  be  expeded  in  f;i^ 
X  X  X  2  vour 
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Jnnoio.Gso  vour  of  the  Lord  Frovofl:  and  City  oi  Edinburgh,  I  (hall 
II.  I'^'^J.  premKe  two  or  three  Things :  The  firtl  is,  that  I  lay  no 
•  yr-y-^»^i  Strefs  on  the  Circumftances  preceding  the  Murder  of 
Porteous,  nor  do  I  think  that  the  Town  oi  Edinburgh  fhew'd 
any  perfonal  Rancour  to  the  unfortunate  Man  in  profecut- 
jng  him  at  their  Expences.  It  was  no  more,  Sir,  than 
what  their  Duty  requir'd  of  them,  as  he  was  a  Strvant 
of  their  own,  and  the  Crime  he  committed  was  done  while 
he  was  cloathed  with  their  Authority,  and  in  Effefl  com- 
mitted againft  them.  Nor  am  I,  Sir,  of  Opinion,  that 
they  difcover'd  any  Malice,  but  rather  Favour  in  taking 
away  his  Penfion,  and  leaving  him  half  a  Guinea  a  Week 
for  his  Subfiilence  while  in  Prifon,  fince  it  comes  out  in 
Evidence  that  they  did  not  put  it  in  their  own  Pocket  but 
gave  it  to  the  other  two  Captains  who  perform'd  his  Duty, 
jior  could  the  Magiftrates  have  been  blam'd,  had  they  de- 
priv'd  him  of  the  whole.  I  farther  admit,  that  the  Provoft 
behav'd  both  circumfpe£lly  and  impartial,  by  leaving 
liim  to  the  Judgment  of  another  Court,  fince  by  his  own 
Authority  he  might  have  try'd  him  and  condemned  him  in 
his  own.' 

We  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  this  remarkable  In- 
troduftion  in  order  to  fhew  the  Candour  of  the  Gentlemen 
who  were  for  the  Bill.  Mr.  Solicitor  then  took  a  View  of 
the  ProvoiVs  Conduft  in  thefe  three  different  Periods  of 
Time,  viz.  before,  during,  and  after  the  Murder  of  Porte- 
euj ;  and  endeavour'd  from  a  Deduction  of  Circumftances 
to  prove  that  he  had  been  Guilty  of  great  Negleft,  firft, 
in  not  fecuring  the  Prifoner  Porteous  in  the  Caftle  of  Editi' 
burgh,  upon  the  firft  Surmife  of  the  Confpirators  Intentions ; 
fecondly,  that  he  had  not  aded  with  that  Vigour  which  he 
ought  during  the  Time  of  the  Riot. 

He  then  proceeded  to  confuier  the  Cafe  of  the  City  of 
Edinburgh  as  affeded  by  the  Bill,  and  obferved,  it  was  highly 
improbable  that  the  Citizens  were  innocent,  and  that  there 
being  no  pofitive  Proof  of  a  Citizen  of  Edinburgh  being 
concerned  in  the  Riot  was  owing  to  a  Confederacy  among 
themfel'/es.  As  to  the  Hardlhip  of  taking  their  Watch 
from  them,  they  had  enjoy'd  that  Privilege  in  its  prefent 
Form  only  fince  the  Revolution,  and  they  might  return  to 
their  old  Cuftom  of  Watch  and  Ward :  And  concluded  his 
Speech   in  the  following  Terms : 

♦  The  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  have  likewife  in- 
fifted  upon  the  Hardfhips  of  proceeding  againft  the  Provoft 
and  City  of  Edinburgh  in  this  Manner  :  There  are  only 
three  Methods,  Sir,  by  which  a  Parliamentary  Profecution 
can  be  or  hath  been  carried  on.     One,  which  as  been  long 
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out  of  Ufc,  I  hope  never  (hall  be  revived  ;    the  fecond  is  Anno  lo.  Gto, 
by  Impeachment  j  and  the  third  is  by  Bill,  as  in  the  prefent     II.   \  n-i-j. 
Cafe.     The  two  lail  are  the  only  Methods  that  could  have  l/''>^*Vi 
been  ufed  againft  the  Provoft  and  Citizens   of  Edinburgh. 
Had  they  been  proceeded  againft  by  an  Impeachment,  they 
could  have  had  no  Chance  to  be  acquitted  but  one,  which 
is  the  Judgment  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,   the   Law  having 
put  it  out  of  the  King's  Power  to  interpofe  where  the  Com- 
mons are  the  Profecutors.     But  by  the  prefent  Method,  if 
the  Party  proceeded  againft  is  cenfured  by  the  Peers,  he  has 
the  Chance  of  being  acquitted   by  the   Commons,  and  if 
condemned  by  both,  he   has  ftill  a  further   Chance  that  the 
King  will  not  pafs  the  Bill.  For  thefe  Reafons,  I  am  heartily 
for  the  Commitment  of  this  Bill.' 

Duncan  Forbes,  Efq;  after   exprefiing  the  utmoft  Abhor-  Duncan   For^^ 
Tcnce  of  the  Crime  and  its  Authors,  and  clearing  himfelf  bes^  E/qi 
from  the  Sufpicion  of  all  National  Prejudice,   went  on  as 
follows  : 

*  The  Citizens  of  Edinburgh,  Sir,  are  divided  into  two 
Claffes :  One  of  which  compofes  the  Corporation,  pays 
Scot  and  Lot,  and  has  the  only  Right  to  vote  in  chufmg 
their  Magiftrates  and  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament:  The 
other  Clafs,  Sir,  confifts  of  the  very  Dregs  of  the  People, 
who  have  not  the  leaft  Intereft  in  any  of  thefe  Points  ; 
they  eafily  embrace,  and  are  much  pleafed  with,  every  Op- 
portunity of  being  tumultuous.  Should  the  prefent  Bill 
pafs  into  a  Law,  it  would  be  direflly  formed  to  favour  the 
latter,  who  were  the  Authors  of  the  Murder  of  Perteous, 
in  cafe  he  was  murdered  by  any  who  lived  within  the  Ju- 
rifdiftion  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  cenfure  the  for- 
mer, who,  it  appears  from  the  Evidence  given  at  this  Bar, 
has  an  Intereft  in  quelling  every  Riot  of  the  like  Nature 
with  that  which  is  now  under  your  Confideration,  and  who 
aftually,  as  I  hope  to  fhew  more  at  large  by  and  by,  did 
ufc  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  quell  the  Riot  which  gives 
Rife  to  the  prefent  Bill.' 

He  then,  after  defcribing  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  took 
Notice  that  the  Situation  of  the  City  Guard  was  fuch  as 
that  it  could  not  be  removed  without  the  greateft  Incon- 
veniency,  and  that  the  Citizens  returning  to  their  old 
Cuftom  of  Watch  and  Ward  muft  be  attended  with  the  Ruin 
©f  their  Trade,  fince  they  were  by  that  Cuftom  to  mount 
Guard,  each  Man  in  his  onvn  Per/on  for  five  or  fix  Days  in  a 
Month.  He  then  gave  fome  afFedting  Inftances  of  the 
Fury  of  Mobs  in  Edinburgh^  and  the  Ulefulnefs  of  the 
City  Guard  in  quelling  them. 

'  Allow  me  now.  Sir,  continues  he,  to  confider  the  Con- 
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j^'r'f)  ic^.Gro.  ^^^   of  the  Lcrd   Provoft    of  7?rf'/V7/w;?Z',  diring  that  un- 
|[    J-"-.      para!!ei'd    Inllilc   upon    all    Laws  and  Gcj\c'rnmcrit,  which 

l^-^xwi  happened  when  the  unfortunate  Po-teous  was  murdered. 
And  indeed.  Sir,  I  own  I  think  itcoiiies  pretty  plain  out  in 
the  ]'',vidence,  that  he  behaved  not  only  witii  Prudence  but 
Zeal,  r.ay  with  a  Courage  which  could  fcarce  be  expefted 
in  a  much  younger  and  much  more  aclive  Man.  No  Evi- 
dence of  any  Credit,  Sir,  has  yet  pretended  to  fay,  that 
the  Lord  Provoft,  or  Magiliratcs  of  Edinburgh,  had  Infor- 
mation of  this  Iliot's  being  to  happen  on  the  Day  on  which  it 
did  happen.  It  is  true,  one  Bail\^  is  io  ralli  as  to  own  that 
he  drank  v,'ith  fome  of  the  Confpirators,  who  defended  the 
Juftice  of  the  Murder,  fome  Days  before  it  was  perpetrated, 
and  that  he  himfelf  was  prefent  during  the  Riot  :  After  an 
Acknov/ledgement  of  this  Kind,  I  leave  it  to  this  Houfe  to 
judge  what  Credit  ought  to  be  given  to  a  iMan.  who  in  fome 
oenfe  ov.n'  his  being  acceffory  to  the-  Murder  himfelf  As 
to  Mr.  Dun,  the  other  Evidence  tiiac  fpoke  tiic  fulleft  to 
this  Point,  the  Houfe  has  already  he.rd  too  much  of  his 
Character,  from  Gentlemen  of  unqutfticued  Probity  and 
Honour,  for  me  to  make  any  Remark;  upon  what  Jie  has 
advanced.  It  is  true,  there  is  one  Evidence  of  an  undoubted 
Character,  (f  mean  Captain  L/'/)  who  feems  to  miJcc  it 
fufpecled  that  the  Lord  Provolt  had  Information  given  him 
of  the  Riot's  being  to  happen  on  the  Wednefday:  But,  Sir, 
does  it  appear  by  that  Gentleman's  Evidence  that,  if  he 
did  believe  it  himfelf,  he  acquainted  the  Provcf!:,  or  any  of 
the  Town  Council  of  his  Grounds  of  Belief.?  He  f-ys,  he 
came  and  acquainted  the  Lord  Provoll  that  iuch  a  Report 
was  current  ;  the  Lord  Provofl  afked  him,  if  l;e  believed 
fuch  an  Attempt  would  be  made.?  Of  whom  he  had  heard 
the  Report  t  And  if  it  met  with  any  Credit  among  the 
Men  of  Senfe  he  converfed  with  .?  Hi3  Anlwer^  to  tliele 
(^eition?  v;ere,  That  if  fuch  an  Attempt  was  made,  he  did 
Kot  believe  it  would  be  before  the  Day  li.\'d  for  the  Execu- 
tion c'l  P'-.r icons  ;  and  that  the  Report  was  fpread  only 
smorn:  Women  and  Chilc;.*-en,  and  envertain'd  by  Fools. 
And.  oir,  he  gave  a  very  good  Rcafon  before  this  Eioufe, 
why  he  did  not  believe  it;  v./hich  v.?.?,  That  he  judg'd  it 
i.T.pradlicab'e  for  the  Alob  to  under:r.ke  and  to  fucceed  in 
any  fuch  Attempt.  I  mull  further  obferve,  v.ith  refpes^l 
to  the  Lord  Provclt,  that  he  was  fo  cautious  and  fo  unvvii;ing 
to  let  flip  any  Opporiunity  of  receiving  any  Information  in 
this  Afrair,  that  he  cauled  Captain  /-/;;  to  walk  into  the 
Room  vvhere  the  other  Gentlerr.cn  in  Company  v.ere,  and 
ro  repeat  what  lie  had  faid  ;  a&i'tg  at  the  fame  Time  of 
thefs  oih.cr  Gentlemen  (one  of  wivjiii  is  a  wor:iiy  Membe;- 
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of  this  Plonff)  if  they  had  he:ird  of  any  fjch  Report ;  who  Ji,'i>jo  lO.Gn, 
ail  -igreed  that  they  had  hejrd  nothing  of  it,  except  from  H,  i-i~, 
Perfons  of  ib  little  Authority  and  Credit,  that  they  did  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  raife  any  Alarm  about  it.  1  can- 
hot  but  oblerve  likevvifc,  th.nt  the  Captain's  own  Condutl 
fhewed  how  iittle  Credit  he  thought  v/as  to  be  given  to  the 
Report,  fince  he  left  the  Town  on  the  Friday  Afternoon, 
pnd  did  not  return  till  the  Mo?iday  following,  which  was  the 
Day  before  the  Riot  happened.  Eut,  Sir,  to  put  tiie  Zeal 
and  Care  of  the  Lord  Provoil  beyond  the  Poffibility  of  being 
quellion'd,  he  did  not  fl  ght  this  Information,  groundjefs 
as  it  feemed,  but  called  a  Council,  where  it  was  rcfolved  to 
have  all  the  three  Companies  of  the  City  Guard  upon  Duty, 
aiid  that  the  Officers  of  the  Train'd  Bands  fliouid  be  in 
Readinefs  upon  the  IVed^^'frlay,  for  I  mull  again  cbferv.'. 
Sir,  that  there  has  not  the  leail  Circumltance  come  out  in 
Evidence  to  prove  that  the  Report  went  of  the  Riot  being 
to  happen  upon  the  Twjdny,  the  D<"y  on  which  it  adualiy 
h.'ippcrcd.  The  Obj^.dion,  Sir,  that  is  made  with  refpecl 
to  t'.ic  City  Gmrd  not  being  provided  with  Powder  or  Shot, 
if  W2  cor.iider  the  Evidence  upon  that  Head,  can  never  affedl 
the  Lord  Provoft.  It  appears  that  the  Oificer  who  comman« 
ded  the  Guard  always  npply'd  to  the  City  Treafurcr  whca 
his  Men  wanted  Powder  iwA  Shot,  who  gave  an  Order  to 
the  Storekeeper  for  v^hat  Ammunition  was  required.  If  no 
iach  Intimation,  Sir,  was  msde  to  the  Lord  Provofl  or  to 
the  City  Treaiurtr;  if  the  C  ptain,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  was, 
did  not  make  the  ulual  Application  in  order  to  have  his 
Afen  fupp!ied  vvith  Ammunition,  I  h.ore  no  Gentleman  in 
this  Houie  will  impute  it  to  the  Lord  Provoft,  who  is  no 
military  A'lan,  and  cannot  be  fu ppofed  to  be  acquainted  witii 
thefe  Matters,  that  they  uvre  rot  fuppHcd.  In  fhort.  Sir, 
I  cannot  fee  the  leail  (jro'jnds  for  founding  the  prefent  Bill 
upon  any  Circumlcnnce  of  tl;e  Lord  ProvoR's  Behaviour 
before  the  Riot  happened.  Jt  appears  to  me,  Sir,  that  he 
ufed  all  the  Precautions  tliatany  wife  Man  could  have  uf'ctl 
upon  fuch  anOccaf:on,ar.d  thatnc  comiriitted  no  otherBIundcv 
in  Condudt,  exccpr  tli;.t  of  ivr.  a'ung  contrary  to  the  A;lvirc 
and  Judgment  of  cvc-y  M  ;n  r.Lx;'i:  liim,  v'l^o  were  all 
of  Opinion,  that  if  tlierc  w:i?  r^ny  i^ou'i(i;uion  for  t!ic  Report 
of  a  Riot's  being  to  happen  on  th"t  Occnfion,  it  v.'ould  not 
happen  before  the  IVtduil.'.n:,  wf.ich  was  t'he  D  ly  r-ppointcd 
by  the  Judges  of  Portcou'  i"jr  iii^  P.-rf-cucior,  ar^d  iliat  to 
make  any  Appc;irancc  of  jrovi'lir.g  ;';^air;it  cI;','  Riot  b(  fore 
the  laid  J)av,  w;,',  ihe  iiri.liuj  u-ay  lo  ixcahon  a  Riot.  Aud 
allow  me.  Sir,  tj  iay,  i\\-  !  ti;:.;-  \\-?-^v,  iticif  ;  i\-  R,--e'i 
had  no  Cert:lin:^   o:  ;'■;■■  i/'pii.vc  ir.vi:'^  C'V;.c  r'^  thr-  um- 
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Jnno  TO.  Geo.  fortunate  Perfon  ;  fo  that  it  was  fairly  to  be  prefumed,  they 
ll.j-??.      would  wait  to  fee  if  they  could  obtain,  in  the  Courfe  of 

»>^>j»^j  Law,   what  they  otherwife  were  refolved  to  obtain  by  Vio- 
lence. 

'  As  to  the  Lord  Provoft's  Behaviour  during  the  melan- 
choly Time  when  that  barbarous  Riot  happened,  I  think. 
Sir,  it  has  been  admitted  by  the  learned  Gentlemen  who 
fpoke  for  the  Commitment  of  this  Bill,  that  he  had  ufed 
feveral  Efforts  to  quell  it,  but  might  have  ufed  more  and 
ftronger ;  it  has  likewife  been  faid,  Sir,  that  he  neglefted 
the  proper  Means  of  fuppreffing  it.  How  he  couid  have 
ufed  ilronger  Efforts  than  he  did  ufe,  is,  Sir,  what  I  cannot 
cafily  apprehend. 

•  rias  it  not  appeared  from  the  Evidence  given  at  the  Bar 
of  this  Houfe,  that  he  no  fooner  was  informed  of  the  Ap- 
pearance of  a  Diforder,  than  he  difpatched  away  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  City  Guard,  in  order  that  he  might  draw  out 
his  Men,  that  he  (the  Lord  Provoil)  might  put  himfelf  at 
their  Head  and  march  againll  the  Rebels  ?  Has  it  not  ap- 
peared, Sir,  that  he  was  as  good  as  his  Word,  that  he  fol- 
lowed the  Captain  with  as  much,  nay  more  Expedition  than 
could  have  been  expefted  from  his  Age  and  Infirmities  ? 
He  met  the  Captain  returning  from  the  Guard -Houfe,  from 
whence  the  Violence  of  the  Rioters  had  forced  him.  The 
Hopes  of  fuppreffing  them  by  means  of  the  Guard  having 
failed,  the  moft  probable  Method  was  to  apply  for  Affiftance 
from  the  King's  Troops.  This  dangerous  Commiffion  was 
readily  accepted  of  by  an  honourable  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
who  executed  it  with  great  Difficulty  and  Hazard.  It  has 
been  cbjeclcd,  Sir,  that  no  Letter  was  written  requiring 
General  Moyle  to  march  his  Troops  into  the  City,  and  that 
without  fuch  a  Letter  there  was  no  Reafon  to  expeft  that 
he  would  come  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Magiftrates ;  but. 
Sir,  it  appears  there  was  not  Time  even  to  write  a  Letter 
tbo'  it  had  been  as  fhort  as  was  propofed  by  a  learned  Gen- 
tleman ;  and  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  was  difpatched 
from  the  Street  (for  1  muft  oblerve  that  he  went  from  the 
Street,  not  the  Tavern)  has  declared  in  Evidence,  that  the' 
fuch  a  Letter  had  been  written  he  would  not  have  carried 
it,  becauie  if  he  had  been  feiz'd  upon  by  the  Rioters,  and  if 
lach  a  Letter  had  been  found  about  him,  there  was  no  room 
to  doubt  but  that  they  would  have  treated  him  with  as  little 
Ceremony    as    they   afterwards  ftiewed   to  Porteous. 

'  In  the  mean  Time,  Sir,  it  feems,  the  Violence  of  the 
Mob  role  to  luch  a  Height,  that  there  was  a  Neceffity  for 
the  Magiftrates  to  take  fome  other  Mealures  for  the  common 
Safety.     It  was  propofed  that  the  .^!arm  Bell  (hould  be  rung, 
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in  order  to  bring  the  Citizens  to  the  Relief  of  their  Afa-  j^^^g  jq 
giflrates:  But  fuch.  Sir,  was  the  Forefight  of  the  Rebels,  Jl.j- 
that  they  had  feized  the  Tower  in  which  this  Bell  hung, 
fo  that  there  was  no  Poffibility  of  getting  at  it.  It  was  then 
propofed.  Sir,  to  fend  the  proper  Officer  to  raife  the  Captains 
and  Heads  of  the  Train'd-Bands ;  but  this  Expedient  faij'd 
likevvife  ;  you  have  heard  by  what  Means  it  did  fail,  and 
that  neither  the  Lord  Provolt,  nor  any  other  Magiilrate  was 
to  blame. 

'  The  Lord  Provoft,  that  nothing  on  his  Part  might  be 
omitted,  likewife  made  another  Attempt,  inPeribn,  to  fup- 
prels  the  Rioters.  And  it  was,  Sir,  an  Attempt  fo  hazar- 
dous, that  there  are  very  few  Civil  Magiltrates  but  wou'd 
have  thought  they  had  done  their  Duties  very  well,  tho* 
they  had  not  gone  fo  far.  The  Numbers  that  accompanied 
the  Lord  Provoil,  Sir,  were  much  difproportion'd  to  that 
of  the  Rebels;  the  Rebels  were  arm'd,  thofe  with  the  Lord 
Provoft  without  Arms ;  yet  all  this  did  not  hinder  the  Lord 
Provoft  from  advtncin^  againft  them,  till  fevera!  of  his 
Company  were  wounded  with  Stones,  till  even  Fire-Arnis 
were  level'd  at  them,  and  till  the  braveft  and  boldeft  in  the 
Company  thought  it  prudent  to  retreat,  becaufe  to  have 
done  otherwiie  wou'd  have  been  for  the  Magiftrates  to  have 
expofed  both  their  Perfons  and  Authority  to  the  Infults  of  a 
barbarous  and  an  enraged  Multitude.  I'he  Lord  Provoft  at 
]aft,  Sir,  did  retreat,  and  the  Rebels  perpetrated  their  bloody 
Refolutions.  Now,  Sir,  if  we  take  a  View  of  the  Provoll's 
whole  Condufl  upon  this  melancholy  Occafion,!  wou'd  gladJy 
know  of  any  Gentleman,  who  has  heard  the  Examinations 
of  the  Evidence,  if  it  appears  that  the  I,ord  Provoit  omitted 
any  one  Kleaiure  that  was  propoled  to  him  for  the  Sup- 
preffion  of  this  unhappy  Riot. 

'  As  to  his  Behaviour  after  the  Riot  was  over.  Sir,  I  have 
heard  of  only  one  pofitive  Circumlbnce  that  has  been  ad- 
vanc'd  againft  it,  which  is,  the  not  imprifoning  the  M^n 
who  was  feiz'd  in  the  Grafs-Market  the  next  Day.  But 
how.  Sir,  can  that  Circumftance  afFed  the  Lord  Provcir, 
who  appears  never  once  to  have  feen  or  to  have  lieard  of 
that  Man  till' he  was  difmifs'd  ?  .-^  nd  indeed  I  think  the 
Gentlemen  who  feiz'd  that  Man,  had  tiiey  pretended  tj 
have  put  him  in  Prifcn,  wou'd  have  bid  fair  to  have  renew ',1 
the  Tumult;  fmce,  as  you  have  heard,  the  Rebels  v.'cre  V:;; 
upon  the  Spot  in  great  iVunibers,  and  with  a  Shew  of  Re'a- 
lution  ;  this,  Sir,  the  Rioter  who  was  feiz'd  fceins  to  have 
been  well  aware  of;  otlierwife  it  can  never  be  luppuftd  uc 
wou'd  have  been  fo  niad  as  to  remain  upon  the  very  jio; 
oi  Execution,  and  to  allow  himfclf  tamciv  tj  bv  i-^:  •.  .i. 
Vol.  IV,  y  ■■■  V  '  ;•■  f 
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no.  lo.Ccr.  '  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  Sir,  a  worthy  Member  of  thb 
[.  i-;7.  Houfe,  who  is  my  Colleague  in  the  Poll  I  have  the  Honour 
to  fill  in  that  Country,  is  a  Perfon  whole  Zeal  for  his  Ma- 
jefly 's  Service  can  be  as  little  queilion'd  as  his  Abilities,  which 
I  am  fure  are  very  great;  that  Hon.  Gentleman,  Sir,  I  fay, 
can  witnefs  how  indefatigable,  how  zealous,  nay,  1  may  fay, 
how  keen  the  Lord  Provoft  was  in  promoting  whatever 
cou'd  contribute  to  difcovering  the  Confpirators,  fo  that  if 
they  were  not  difcover'd,  it  was  not  owing  to  him  but  to  us  ; 
r!nd  if  this  Houfe  is  refolv'd  to  pafs  the  prefent  Bill  into  a 
Lav.',  on  account  of  any  Ncgleft  that  happen'd  upon  that 
Occsfion,  it  is  but  jufl  that  you  fhou'd  flrike  his  Name  out  of 
the  Bill,  and  clap  in  the  Names  of  a  Couple  of  your  own 
Members. 

•  T  hus.  Sir,  I  have  given  my  Opinion  with  refpeft  to  the 
Tn'ruiHcicncy  of  the  Evidence  for  paffing  the  prefent  Bill 
:'nto  a  L:iw,  and  I  have  done  it  in  the  Sincerity  of  Heart ; 
for  what  Motive,  Sir,  can  I  have  in  what  I  have  fpoken, 
but  the  Diicharge  of  my  Duty  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe? 
.It  is  more  than  probable,  Sir,  that  I  Ihall  never  trouble  you 
again  with  my  Sentiments  upon  this  or  any  other  Subject, 
bu:;  my  Confcience  wou'd  ever  afterwards  have  accus'd  me, 
ir  I  hrd  quitt  d  my  Seat  here  before  1  had  given  my  Reafons 
vvhy  I  think  the  prefent  Bill  (hou'd  not  be  committed.' 

General  PF^i^e  obferv'd,  that  there  was  one  Circumftance 
thc':t  prov'd  three  Things;  firit,  that  the  original  Defign  of 
the  Confpirators  was  to  have  murder'd  Porteous  on  the 
'^fiKj.ia^;  \  fecondly,  th:it  it  was  talk'd  of  openly  ;  and  thirdly, 
that  the  Citizens  and  Inhabitants  cf  Edinburgh  were  the 
Pvlurderers.  I'he  Inflance  was  the  Cafe  of  a  Servant  to 
one  Colin  Aiifon,  who  {wore  that  a  Fellow  came  into  his 
Aiailer's  Shop,  on  the  Thurfday  or  Friday  before  the  Murder 
was  ccmmitted,  and  inform'd  him  \\\?i\.Tuefday  following  was 
the  Day  appointed  for  revenging  innocent  Blood. 

He  obferv'd  that  the  Riot  delerv'd  the  Name  rather  of  a 
well  conduded  Confpiracy,  than  the  Proceedings  of  a  Mob: 
And  then  vindicated  Mr.  Moyle,  the  commanding  Officer  at 
Edinburgh,  upon  the  Principles  of  military  Difcipline. 

?\ir.  Shippen  then  fpoke  againii  the  Committment,  and 
CJ'arh's  Erjkine,  Eiq;  who  was  the  Solicitor  for  5fo//fl«^, 
aniwer'd  that  Part  of  General  Wadei  Speech  relating  to 
Alipyii  Servant.  Mr,  Serjeant  Skinner  then  fpoke  for  the 
Committmerit,  and  obferv'd,  that  in  other  Countries  the 
Ccmmon-Peop'e  are  generally  on  the  fids  of  Mercy,  but 
that  it  v^as  otherwife  on  this  Occafion.  Lord  Cornbury  then 
Ipoke  againii  the  Commitments,  and  took  Notice  that  it: 
1.  -.f   e.-^ircinely   impolitical  rs  well  as  unjuft  to  provoke  the 
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S<:ots :  For,  continued    his    Lordfhip,    if   they  Hiould   fay,   Anno  lo.  Geo. 
let  us   fall  with  the  Philiftines,  who    knows    but  that  they      11.1757. 
might  have  Strength  enough   to  Ihake  the  Pillars  of  this  \^_/'-V''Ns^ 
Houfe,   even  tho'  they  Ihou'd  bury  themielves   under  the 
Ruins  of  the  Conftitution. 

He}7ry  Fox,    Efq;    then  fpoke  for  the  Commitment,  and  Mr.   Fox. 
Lord  GUnorchy  againft  it.      As  did  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  Lord    Ghncr- 

We  have   omitted  giving  the  Extrads   of  what  was  ex-  cby. 
cellently  faid  by  each  of  thefe  Gentlemen  on  this  Occafion,  Mr.    Oglc- 
becaufe   the  Reader  will  find  the  Force  of  their  Arguments  thorpe. 
already  ftated. 

The  next  who  fpoke,  was  Mr.  Erjkine,  who  took  Notice 
of  one  Thing  ovcrlook'd  in  the  Debate,  «  And  that,  faid  he. 
Sir,  is  with  regard  to  the  Punifhment  infli£led  by  theprefent 
Bill  upon  the  Citizens  of  Edinburgh ;  what  ]  mean  is  the 
demolifhing  the  City-Gate,  If  this  Gate,  Sir,  were  the 
Property  of  the  Perfons  who  by  the  prefent  Bill  are  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  guilty,  and  if  thefe  Perfons  were  proved  to  be 
guiity,  I  Ihall  not  deny  but  the  Punifhment  would  be  ade- 
quate to  the  Offence:  But  the  Cafe,  Sir,  is  otherwife;  the 
Gate  belongs  to  the  Corporation,  and  Corporations,  in  the 
Senfe  both  of  our  Law  and  the  Civil  Law,  are  in  fome 
meafure  looked  upon  as  Minors,  whofe  Eftates  the  Magi- 
ftracy  of  the  City,  and  the  Eledlors  of  that  Afagiftracy, 
which  are  the  Town  Council,  and  the  Conflituents  of  that 
Town-Council,  which  are  the  Merchants  and  Traders,  are 
no  other  than  the  Truftees  and  the  Guardians,  Hence, 
Sir,  it  is  plain,  that  if  we  fhall  think  fit  to  punifh  the  Cor- 
poration for  a  Mifdemeanor  committed  by  the  Magiflrates 
and  Traders,  we  fliall  do  the  fame  thing,  as  if  a  Judge, 
for  a  Fault  committed  by  the  Guardian  of  a  Minor,  ihould 
give  Sentence,  that  the  Damage  fullained  by  the  Mifdemea- 
nor fhould  be  made  up  out  of  his  Pupil's  Eifate.  If  Gentle- 
men view  the  prefent  Bill  in  this  Light,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  refleft,  that,  befides  the  inhuman  Infult  committed 
upon  Majelly  and  Government  by  the  barbarous  Riot  we 
are  nowconfidering,  the  Corporation  itfelf  was  a  very  gi-eat 
Sufferer  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Meafures  taken  by  the 
Magiflrates,  in  all  Appearance,  there  would  have  been  i\\\\ 
a  greater  by  that  Riot.  I  fay.  Sir,  if  Gentlemen  would  be 
pleafed  to  confider  this,  I  am  pcrfuaded  they  would  be  very 
cautious  in  giving  their  Votes  for  inlliding  the  Cenfure 
propofcd  by  the  prefent  Bill.' 

He  then  took  Notice  that  the  Imputation  of  Barbarirv 
was  not  peculiar  to  the  common  People  of  Scotland,  for 
that  one  poor  Fellow  had  been  pelted  to  Death  but  a  fiw 
Days  before  on  the  Pillory  in  V/eil minder. 

Sir, 
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Sir  JViUlam  I'otige  then  fpoke  for  the  Conmiltment, 
11.17^".  and  (eem'd  to  thiiilc  that  the  Conceflions  made  by  Mr. 
,  ^^r~^\^>  Solicitor  General  were  rather  too  favourable  for  the  Provoft 
5/r    iniliam    ^^id  the  Citizens  of  Edinburgh. 

Yo,„--e,  Lord  Polv:arth  role  next,  and  fpoke  in  Subflance  as  fol- 

jovvs : 

S  I  R, 

Lrd     Pol-  '  Ever  fince  this  Bill    was  brought  before  us,  I  have  en- 

icarth.  deavoured,  by  a  clofe  Attendance  in   the   Houfe,    to  make 

myfelf  as  much  Maiier  of  what  could  be  faid  for  or  agaitijl 
it,  as  I  was  able  ;  and   if  any   Gentleman  will  fhew  where 
one  Argument  in  the  Charge  againll  the  Lord  Provoft  and 
City  of  Edinburgh  has    been  proved  *,   I   will  this  inftant 
give  my  Vote  for  the   Commitment  of  the  Bill :  I  fay  it 
again,  Sir,    if  any  Gentleman  will   fhew  one  Article  that 
has  been  proved  againft  the  Lord  Provoil  and  the  City  of 
Edinburgh,  I  will  give  my  Vote  for    the  Commitment  of 
this  Bill.    The  Honourable  and    Learned  Gentleman  who 
feconded   the   Motion,  in  his  Obfervations  upon   the  Evi- 
dence, was  pleafed  to  advance,  •'  7'hat  during  the  Time  of 
the  Riot  a  rerfon  came  into  the  Tavern  where    the  Lord 
Provoil  and  Magiftrates  were,  and  affirmed,  that  he  knew 
one  of  the  Rioters,  offering  at  the  fame  Time  to  name  him, 
but  that  he  was  forbidden  by  fome  of  the  Company,   who 
dcfired   him  to  wait  till  a  more   proper  Opportunity.''     I 
think  there  was   not  one  Article  advanced  by  any  of  the 
Witnefles  that  efcaped  my  Notice  ;  and  I  dare  venture  to 
affirm,   that  not   one  of  them  gave  any  fuch -j- Evidence, 
iS'ay,  I  appeal  to  tlie  Minutes  of  the  Examinations,  and  fit 
down  J  till   the   Clerk   fhail    read  them.     I   fliall  make  a 
Remark  or  two  upon  one  Part  of  the  Speech   that  was  de- 
livered   by    the   Honourable   Gentleman   who  fpoke  lafl ; 
the    rt'it    of  it  I  think    requires   none.     The  Honourable 
Gentleman  feems  to   bt  farisfed  in  general  with  the  Truth 
of  what  is  laid  down  in  the  Preamble  of  the  Bill  j  but  has 
not. been  pleafed  to  Ihevv  how  one  particular  Circumftance 
has  been  proved.     Jt   has  always  been    my  Opinion,  Sir, 
that  as  we  are  the  Judges   of  this   Affair,   wc  ought  to  afl 
upon    the  fame  Ground?,  and   be    determined  by  the  fame 
Rules   of  Equity,  as  other  Judges   are.     As  we  have  gone 
thro'  a    long  Courfe  of  Evidence,   we    can  have   no  other 
foundation  to  build  our  Judgment   upon,  than  the  Fadls 

that 


*   Here  he  'zvas   interrvfted  by  fofiie  Members. 
•f  Here    he  -.cas   again  i7iterru^ted  by  fome  Members y  ivhi 
^fd.  No,  No. 
^  Hire  he  fat  doixn. 
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that  have  appeared  from  that  Evidence;  elfe,  why  have  we  ^nno  lo.  Geo. 
fpent  io  much  Pains  and  Time  upon  it,  at  fuch  an  advanced  H.  1737. 
Seafon  of  the  Year  ?  And  we  have  heard  Eviiiences,  Sir,  i>'V'"VJ 
who  have  feemed  to  be  very  much  difpofed  to  have  aggra- 
vated every  Circumftance  of  Mifconduft  or  Negligence, 
could  they  affix  either  of  them  upon  the  Provoll  or  Ma- 
giftrates  of  Edinburgh.  Something  indeed  was  advanced 
that  looked  that  way,  and  has  been  much  infilled  upon  by 
the  Gentlemen  who  have  fpoken  for  the  Motion,  tho'  the  Ac- 
count given  by  Gentlemen  of  undoubted  Honour  and  Probity 
of  the  Perfonal  Charader  of  thefe  Witneffes,  and  the  many 
InconfiHences  of  their  Evidence,  make  it  furprizing  to  me, 
that  they  ever  fhould  be  mentioned  but  with  Indignation. 
I  am  perfwaded.  Sir,  that  if  Gentlemen  would  lay  their 
Hands  upon  their  Hearts,  and  aik  of  themi'elves,  whether 
they  would  have  voted  in  the  Manner  they  have  done,  had 
the  Cafe  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh  been  that  of  the  Cities 
of  Brijiol,  York,  or  any  of  the  large  Cities  of  England;  I 
fay.  Sir,  I  am  perfwaded  Gentlemen  would  have  required, 
that  every  Tittle  of  their  Charge  againft  them  fliould  have 
been  fully  and  undeniably  proved.  It  is  true,  Sir,  that 
none  of  the  Authors  of  this  deteftable  Murder  have  ever 
been  apprehended  :  But,  Sir,  is  it  neceffary,  that,  in  order 
to  make  a  decent  and  plentiful  Execution,  we  fhould  puniih. 
thofe  who  feem  to  have  no  other  Crime  but  their  Endea. 
vouring  to  fupprefs  the  Crimes  of  others ;  and  mult  the 
Innocent  be  punilhed,  becaufe  the  Guilty  have  gone  unpu- 
nifhed  ?  As  this  feems  to  me.  Sir,  to  be  the  Cafe  with  refpefl 
to  our  Proceeding  on  the  prefent  Bill,  I  heartily  give  my 
Vote  againft  the  Motion.' 

Sir  John  Barnard,  among  other  things,  fpoke  to  the 
following  Effeft : 

S  I  R, 

«  As  I  have  fome  Concern  in  the  Civil  Magiftracy  of  a  Sir  "John 
City,  and  probably  may  have  more,  I  don't  think  itfufficient  Barnard. 
for  me  barely  to  give  my  Vote  againft  the  prefent  Motion, 
without  taking  Notice,  that  we  are  now  upon  a  Point  that 
may  fome  time  or  other  equally  afFe£l  every  Civil  Magiftrate, 
and  every  Community  in  the  Kingdom.  If  the  Lord  Pro- 
voft  of  Edinburgh  was  guilty  of  any  Fault  during  the  Time 
of  this  unhappy  Riot,  it  was  of  too  much  Raflinefs,  and  too 
much  Zeal,  in  expofing  his  Perfon  and  Charader  in  order  to 
fupprefs  it.  For  my  Share,  Sir,  I  cannot  fee  what  View 
the  Lord  Provoft  cculd  have,  if  he  did  not  ad  with  Zeal 
and  in  good  Earneft,  to  expofe  both  his  own  Life,  and  that 
of  his  Friends,  in  his  repeated  Endeavours  to  fupprefs  the 
Hiot :  And  had  1  been  in  his  Cafe,  Sir,  I  doubt  very  much 

if 
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if  I  had  gone  fo  far  as  he  did.  I  know  the  Behaviour  of 
the  Gentleman  who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  Low^sw,  when  a  Mob 
happened  upon  the  Anniverfary  of  the  memorable  Excife- 
Bili'b  bein?^  fet  aiide,  has  been  mentioned  upon  this  Occafion  : 
Eut  all  the  World  condemned  that  Gentleman  for  expofing 
his  Pcrfon  (o  much  as  he  did  to  the  Fury  of  the  Populace, 
and  there  was  not  a  Friend  he  had  but  blamed  him  for  his 
Railmefs.  But  fetting  afide  all  thefe  Conhderations,  Sir, 
I  think  that  our  proceeding  by  Bills  of  this  Nature  has  fo 
dangerous  a  Tendency,  that  cho'  1  did  think  the  Subjefts  of 
the  Bill  guilty,  I  Ihould  never  give  my  Voce  for  proceeding 
againft  them  in  this  Manner.  Jt  may  be  a  Precedent,  Sir, 
for  a  future  Minifter  to  wreck  his  Indignation  upon  any 
Civil  Magiibate ;  but  we  ha\c  no  room  to  imagine  that  he 
would  bring  in  any  fuch  Bill  againli:  another  Minifter,  let 
him  hate  !iim  ever  fo  much,  becaufe  that  may  be  a  Pre- 
parative for  ferving  himfelf  in  the  fame  Manner  by  a  fuc- 
ceeding  Miniiter  who  is  in  Power,  and  who  hates  him. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  fpoke  next  to   the   following  ElFtd  : 

S  I  R, 

•  Ever  fince  I  had  the  Honour  to  fit  in  this  Houfe,  I 
never  heard  any  Afrnir  more  difpafiionately  examined  into, 
more  candidly  dilcuflod,  and  more  patiently  attended  to, 
than  the  prefent,  efpecially  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
try where  this  Scene  of  Murder  and  Rebellion  happened  ; 
and  indeed,  as  I  Hand  afledted  in  the  prefent  Queltion,  I 
could  be  almoft  tempted  to  wifh,  that  the  Gentlemen  of  that 
Country  had  defended  the  Caufe  cf  their  City  and  its  Ma- 
gillrates  with  Icfs  Eloquence  and  Calmnefs  than  they  have 
done;  and  at  the  fame  Time  that  fome  other  Gentlemen  had 
behaved  with  more  Decency  and  'Pemper :  P'or  after  the 
impartial  Behaviour  of  this  Houfe,  Sir,  in  the  preient 
Qucllicn,  I  cannot  fee  the  good  'I'eadency  of  thefe  inflam- 
matory Speeches  that  have  been  thrown  out  by  fome  Gentie- 
jnen  upon  this  Occafion.  For  my  Part,  Sir,  I  dildain  the 
Diitindlion  that  has  been  made  between  Civil  Magillrate 
and  iVIinilter  of  State.  And,  1  hope,  I  never  have  gi- 
yen  any  Grounds,  by  my  Behaviour  as  a  Minifter,  to  ima- 
gine I  would  have  a  Regard  to  any  fuch  Diftinftion,  And 
1  am  fure.  Sir,  the  Behaviour  of  the  Miniftry  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion can  give  no  room  for  any  cf  thefe  inflammatory  Jnfi- 
nuations.  The  Subjed  of  the  prefent  Bill  was  thought  to 
be  in  the  other  Houfe  of  fo  important  a  Nature,  that  they 
fpent  a  great  deal  of  the  prefent  Sefhon  in  the  Examination 
cf  this  Afr.iir,  and  have  lent  down  the  Bill  to  us  in  the 
Shape  it  is  at  prefent.  We  ourfelves,  Sir,  after  a  long  and 
rtinf-ji  Examiuaiic.T,  have   found    tiiere  iius   been  a  cruel 
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Mui-(3er  and  a  Rebellion  committed  in  that  City.  There  is  j^jino  lo.  Geo, 
no  Gentleman  but  mult  own,  that  thefe  are  two  Crimes  that  II.  1737. 
Ought  to  be  fevcrely  punifhed,  upon  not  only  the  Authors,  ^_/"V"^>w^ 
but  even  upon  fuch  as  in  the  moft  diflant  Manner  were 
their  Abettors.  And,  Sir,  from  the  Courfe  of  Evidence 
that  has  been  laid  before  this  Houfe,  I  can  with  a  good  Con- 
fcience  fay,  that  had  the  Towns  of  Brijlol,  'Norn.vich,  &c.  or 
any  of  our  great  Incorporations  in  England,  behaved  in  the 
A'lanner  the  Magiftrates  and  Citizens  of  Edinburgh  did  in 
the  prefent  Occafion,  I  fhould  have  been  as  forward  as  any 
Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  to  have  inflided  as  fevere,  if  not 
a  feverer  Punifhment  upon  them,  than  what  is  implied  by 
this  Bill  againft  the  other.  In  fhort,  Sir,  I  think  that  we 
fhould  err  againfl  all  Prudence  and  good  Politics,  fhould  we, 
without  once  committing  it,  rejeft  the  prefent  Bill.  If,  af- 
ter it  is  committed,  Gentlemen  fhould  think  fit  to  make 
fuch  Amendments  upon  it,  as  may  leave  the  Privileges  of 
the  Incorporation  of  Edinburgh  untouched,  and  remit  the 
moft  penal  Part  of  the  Punifhment  of  the  Lord  Provoft : 
And  if  thefe  Amendments  fhould  be  founded  upon  Reafon 
and  Equity,  I  fhall  by  no  means  be  againft  them:  But  in 
the  mean  Time  I  heartily  vote  for  committing  the  Bill.' 

W r  P^ r,    Efq;  lt:ood    up    next,  and   among 

other  Things  faid,  '  He  was  of  Opinion  there  could  nothing 
new  com.e  out  in  Debate,  when  the  Bill  fhould  be  commit- 
ted, that  did  not  then  appear ;  and  that  as  they  had  heard 
the  Evidence  exsmired,  he  thought  there  was  no  occafion 
to  take  up  the  Houfe's  Time  longer  about  it  at  this  advanced 
Seafon.  For  fince  they  had  no  other  Rule  to  go  by  in  the 
prefent  Affair,  than  what  aroie  from  the  Evidence  ;  and  as 
that  appeared  fo  lame,  that  not  a  fingle  Point  was  proved 
againft  the  Provoft  or  Citizens  of  Edinburgh,  he  was  of 
Opinion,  they  could  do  nothing  more  agreeable  to  Equity 
or  Reafon,  or  to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  Parliament, 
than  to  drop  the  Bill  entirely.* 

It  was  then  refolved,  that  the  Bill  fhould  be  com.mitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houle:  It  was  next  refolved, 
that  the  Houfe  would  on  the  Monday  following  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

Upon  this  Occafion  it  was  at  firft  propofcd,  that  the 
Houfe  fnould  next  Day  refolve  itfelf  into  the  laid  Com- 
mittee ;  but  fome  Members  took  Notice,  that  next  Day, 
being  th'j  loth  of  "Jime,  they  thoujr.'u  it  a  very  improper 
Day  for  them  to  go  into  a  Committee  on  fuch  a  Bill.  I'lie 
Scope  of  the  Bill,  as  it  then  flood,  was  for  dcmolifhing  the 
Ports,  and  difmiihrf;  the  Gurird  of  the  City  of  Edviirr-^'-, 
thofe  very  Poit^,   and    that  v.ry  Guard  vvJiich  liael  enal'lLd 
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jinno  10,  Geo.  that  City  to  keep  the  Pretg/:der  out  in  the  Year  1715  ;  and 
II.   1737.    for  doing  this  they  were  to  chufe  that  very  Day  which  was 

lyc-y-'^j  celebrated  by  all  Jacobites  as  the  Pretender  ^  Birth-Day. 
This  they  thought  was  not  very  prudent ;  it  would  be  a 
Matter  of  Triumph  to  all  Jacobites,  who  would  not  fail  to 
reprefent  it  as  a  Judgment  upon  the  City  of  Edinburgh  for 
ihutting  their  Gates  againft  their  lawful  and  rightful  So- 
vereign, as  Jacobites  were  pleafed  to  call  the  Pretender  to 
his  Majedy's  Crown  and  Kingdoms.  This  Confideration, 
they  hoped,  would  have  fome  Weight  againft  agreeing  to 
that  Part  of  the  Bill,  when  they  went  into  a  Committee 
upon  it  ;  but  they  took  Notice  of  it  at  that  time  only 
to  prevent  the  Houfe's  going  into  a  Committee  upon  fuch  a 
Bill  on  fuch  a  Day.  For  this  Purpofe  they  hoped  it  would 
be  of  fufficient  Weight;  and  that  therefore  no  Gentleman 
would  infill  upon  the  Houfe's  going  into  a  Committee  upon 
that  Bill  till  Monday  then  next. 

This  feemed  to  be  the  Occafion  of  putting  off  the  Com- 
mitment of  the  Bill  till  Monday  ;  and  on  Monday  the  Houfe 
having  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee,  the  Preamble 
and  every  Claufe  of  it  was  oppofed,  and  upon  each  there 
was  a  Sort  of  dillinft  Debate,  I'everal  of  which  were  pufhed 
fo  vigoroufly,  and  with  fo  much  Succefs  by  the  oppoiing 
Party,  that  the  Bill  not  only  changed  its  Name,  but  in  fome 
manner  its  Form. 

Nay,  in  the  Committee,  the  Bill  run  a  very  great  Rifle  of 
being  quite  iolt ;  for  after  all  the  Amendments  had  been 
made,  the  Bill  then  appeared  to  be  fo  very  different  from 
what  had  been  fent  thein  by  the  Lords,  that  when  a  Motion 
was  made  for  reporting  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments  to  the 
Houfe,  the  fame  was  Itrenuoufly  oppofed  ;  and  after  a  long 
Debate,  when  the  Queftion  was  put,  the  Divifion  was  130 
for  reporting,  and  130  againft  it;  fo  that  it  came  to  the 
calling  Vote  of  Colonel  Bladen,  who  was  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  and  who  gave  his  Vote  in  favour  of  the 
Bill.  But  there  was  another  Circumftance  which  contri- 
buted to  the  palTing  of  this  Bill,  or  rather  prevented  its  be- 
ing loft  ;  for  at  this    very  time,  when  this  equal  Divifion 

happened,  J  —  s  E ne  of  G———ge,  Efq;  and    Mr. 

6' r  G /  for  Scotland,  were  both  in  the  Houfe  of  • 

Peers  engaged  as  Counfel  in  the  Hearing  of  an  Appeal 
there  ;  which  both  of  them  endeavoured  as  much  as  they 
could  to  have  put  off,  in  order  that  they  might  be  preicnt 
and  upon  their  Duty  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  bat  this 
Requeft  was  rcfufed  ;  fo  that  neither  of  them  was  prefent, 
upon  this  Debate  or  Divifion  in  the  Houie  of  Commons  ; 
and  2S  both  of  them  had  often  before  declared  themfelves 

figronft 
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againft  every   Part  of  this  Bill,  it  is  probable,  if  they  had  Anno  lo.  Gco.n. 
been  prefent,  they  would  have  voted  againit   reporting   the  t      l^^Il  -^^jj 
Bill,  wliich  would  have  prevented  its  being  in  the  Chair- 
man's Power  to  do  what  he  did. 

The  Motion  being  thus  carried  for  reporting  the  Bill 
with  the  Amendments,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived the  next  Morning  ;  and  Colonel  Bladen  having  ac- 
cordingly reported  the  Amendments  tliat  Day,  the  firil  A- 
mendment  made  by  the  Committee,  which  was  that  for 
leaving  out  the  feveral  Claufes  for  demol idling  the  Nether- 
Bow  Port,  and  for  taking  away  the  Guard  of  the  City  of 
Edinburgh,  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe  ;  then  the  other  Amendment  made  by  the  Committee, 
being  the  Claufe  for  impofing  a  Fine  upon  the  Corporatioa 
of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  and 
a  Motion  being  made  for  re-cohimicting  that  Amendment, 
after  a  long  Debate,  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  that  Motion, 
and  was  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  144  to  113  ;  after 
which  this  Amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  and 
then  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  Time  next 
Morning. 

yune  13.  The  faid  Bill  was  read  a  third  Time,  and  fe-    r'-e  ^-n  rr'^t;- 
veral  Amendments   were   made    to  the   Tide,  which  had  J°'"<=  cny  ufEdi;^ 
become  neceflary  from  the  Amendments  made  in  the  Com- i'yr'teous's  Mijid.r, 
mittee  to  the  Bill  itfelf;  after  which  a  Motion  was  made  ""''''^''''''''^■'^^" 
for  paffing  the  Bill ;  and   upon  the  QuelHon's  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by  iz8  to  10 r  ;  and  Colonel 
Bladen    was   ordered    to  carry  the   Bill  to  the  Lords,  and 
acquaint   them  that  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to  the  fame  with 
fome  Amendments,  to  which  they  defired  the  Concurrence 
of  their   Lordfliips,    which   were  agreed   to,    and   the   Bill 
pafs'd  into  an  Aft. 

yune  21.  The  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
put  an  End  to  the  Sefficn,  with  the  following  Spee:]i. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
**  T  Am  come  to  put  an  End  to  this  Seflion  of  Parliament,  I'-'c  ^I'-^s  sp.-cfi 
*'  X  that  you  may  be  at  Liberty  to  retire  into  your  leveial  to!iiiX,i,.as.ri:un, 
*'  Countries,  and,  in  your  proper  Stations  to  promote  the 
"  Peace  and  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom. 

"  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  particular  Proofs 
**  you  have  given  me  of  your  AfFedion  and  Regard  to  my 
"  Perfon  and  Honour  ;  and  hope,  the  Wifdom  and  juilicc, 
*'  which  you  have  fhewn  upon  fome  extraordinary  Inci- 
"  dents,  will  prevent  all  Thoughts  of  the  like  Attempts 
"  for  the  future.  The  Cond-jft  of  this  Parliament  has 
"  been  fo  uniform  in  all  your  Deliberations  upon  publick 
"  Affairs,  ;that  it  would  be  as  unjuft  not   to  acknc'Wled?e 
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"  it,  as  it  is  unncceffary  to  enumerate  the  feveral  Parti- 
"  culars, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  Your  Care,  as  well  in  raifing  the  Supplies  neceilary 
"  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year,  as  in  doing  it  in  the 
"  Manner  leaft  grievous  and  burthenfome  to  my  People,  is 
"  a  frelh  Inllance  of  your  equal  Concern  for  the  Support 
"  of  ray  Government,  and  for  the  true  Intereft  of  your 
"  Counrry. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

•'  You  cannot  be  inlenfible,  what  jufl:  Scandal  and  Of- 
"  fence  the  Licentioufnefs  of  the  prefent  Times,  under  the 
"  Colour  and  Difguife  of  Liberty,  gives  to  all  honeft  and 
•'  fober  Men,  and  how  abfolutely  neceffary  it  is  to  reftrain 
"  this  exceffive  Abufe,  by  a  due  and  vigorous  Execution  of 
"  the  Laws ;  Defiance  of  all  Authority,  Contempt  of  Ma- 
"  gillracy,  and  even  Refillance  of  the  Laws,  are  become 
"  too  general,  altho'  equally  prejudicial  to  the  Prerogative 
"  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  the  Sup- 
*'  port  of  the  one  being  infeparable  from  the  Protedtion  of 
"  the  other.  I  have  made  the  Lavvs  of  the  Land  the  con- 
"  llant  Rule  of  my  Adlions  ;  and  I  do,  with  Reafon,  ex- 
*'  pefl.  in  Return  all  that  Submiffion  to  my  Authority  and 
*  '  Government,  which  the  fame  Laws  have  made  the  Duty, 
' '  and  Ihall  always  be  the  Intereft  of  my  Subjects. " 

Tlien  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  the  King's  Command, 
prorogued  clie  Parliament  to  the  4th  of  Auguft. 
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